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TO THE 

S O C I E T Y 

FOR THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF 

Arts, Manufactures, and Commerce. 




HE proferXed Intention of Your Society fufHciently juftifics my 
infcribing to You a Work which has fo near a Relation to the great 
and good Purpofes of your Noble Inftitution. 



The illuftrious Catalogue of Contributors for the promoting of a Plan 
fo extenuvely ufeful, founded upon Principles the moft general, benevolent, 
and difinterefted, reflects equal Honour on this Age and Nation. 



The falutary Effects of a Scheme, fo well concerted, are already fen- 
libly felt ; and Pofterity will one Day have abundant Reafon to blefs the 
Names of thofe who save Birth to what will then have naturalized to the 
BritiJJo Empire in America every Excellence of Producx, Manufacture, 
or Improvement j whilft, at the fame Time, it will have fecured for them- 
felves at Home whatever before was wanting to compleat our Superiority 
over the reft of the Commercial World. 



Permit me to exprefs my ardent Wimes for Your increasing Luftre; and 
to fubferibe myfelf, 



My Lords and Gentlemen, 



Tour mojt Obedient 



And 



yery Humble Servant 



A. - ANDERSON. 



PREFACE. 




ATS OEVER Things may be faid to be ufeful and excellent, either in Na- °^>«h^ rf 
ture or in Art j — Whether for fenfiial or for intellectual Gratifications ; — For convcyhig aulBcne- 
the Eafe, Conveniency, or Elegance of Life ; which fome Parts of our Earth fas to Mankind, 
afford, and other Parts want, may be truly affirmed to be principally communi- 
merce, either primarily or mediately* 

trumentality of Commerce alo?ie, the Britannic Empire is moft peculiarly in- And moft eminently 
ts Opulence and Grandeur; — its Improvements in Arts and Knowledge; — and, fo to the Biidlh Em- 
ir the great Bulk of its folid Comforts and Conveniences. pirc * 



May it not therefore well merit our particular Enquiry, how, and from what Caufes and 
Inftruments; — at what Periods of time; — and from what various and refpeiSlive Places, or 

Mankind : More efpecially, if, at the 
Work) fhall be found to convey very many profit- 



Countries, 



able Notices and Inftrudtions in commercial Points, as well as in other interesting 
therewith connected* 

Yet, although it be univerfally admitted, that Chronology is the very foul of hi/lory, a 
chronological and general Hiftory of Commerce is, to this Day, quite an untrodden Path, as 
comprehending therein the Difcoveries, Inventions, and Improvements, in Navigation, Co- 
lonization* Manufactures, Agriculture, and their relative Arts and Branches. 



So comprchenfive and laborious an Undertaking, therefore, it is to be hoped, cannot fail 
to meet with a favourable Reception from both the landed and trading Interefts of Britain and 
Ireland, to and for whom the en fuing Work is moft principally adapted; fo much the ra- 
ther, as there is not extant, in any language, a work of fo extenlive and 



com 



we 



Mori/bt's Latin Treatife, in Folio, printed at Dijon, anno 1643, intituled, 
deed fufficiently methodical, but does not, by any Means, fully come 
aee alone* though fo much ihort of our much more extenlive Plan. 



Our learned Countryman, John Evelyn, Efq; publifhcd in the Year 1674, a /mail O£lavo 
Treatife, intituled, Navigation and Commerce, their Original, Progre/s, &c. tending to il- 
luftrate, rather in the Manner of Ha?-angue, than of Hiftory ; that, within the . laft 700 
Years, Commerce and Navigation have been greatly advanced : But lb concife and unchrono- 
logical an EfTay could, by no means, anfwer the Expectations of the Inquilitive, nor could it 
be of any, even the leaft Ule whatever to our Undertaking. 



Mr. Ricard's Traitt! general du Commerce, could afford no ma 
-chronological Province, anv more than moft of the numero 



try men, on merely practical Points 



Commerce 



M on iaeur iluet, Bifhop of Avranchcs, during the Miniftry of the great Colbert in France t 
publiflied, and dedicated to him, his fmall OStavo Treatife, intituled, Hiftoire du Commerce & 
dc la Navigation des anciens ; \i. e. An Hiftory of the Commerce and Navigation of the An- 
cients] but in (6 unmethodical a Manner, as to have paid no Sort of Regard, either to Chro- 
iiology or Coimography : It has therefore fupplicd us with very few Materials for our main 

purpoie. 

Beiidc fuch as may be termed general Works, we have carefully gone over almoft num- 
berless Trails on particular Parts or Branches of our complex Subjedt $ fuch (for Jnftance) as, 
yoannis Angelii a iV.erdenhagen de rebus-pub licis Han/eat ids traftatus, [/. t\ A Treatife* or Hif- 
tory of the Republics of the Hatz/e-towns] in two Volumes, in Folio, firft published almoft 
200 Years ago : Which Work, though* in general, but a vasruc and ill-diffefted Performance. 



has, ncvcrthelefs, been, of confidcrablc Ufe to vis 

fian/eatic Confederacy. 

VoJL. I. * 



art 



Moft 



vi PREFACE. 

Moft of the French Writers on Commerce, ever fince Colberfs Mlnlftiy, have been lavifh, 
even to confiderable Exaggeration, on the Advantages accruing to other Nations from their 
Commerce ; fome, purely from Ignorance, others (poffihty) merely for exciting tin- Zeal and 
Emulation of their own Countrymen : Little, therefore, could be depended on from fuch 
Kind of Writers. 



Nevdf tli'elefs, out of the vaft Number of Tradfc 



and pradtical Comipercc, we could not fail to be here and there fupplied with many impor- 

Materials ^ -u—rz — u tt — i — — i--"- — -- ' — r «• 



Place, 



Undertaking is, it is but Juftice, in this 



mo 



commercial Hiftory of the RritiJJ? Empire, agreeable to . our Title-page : And, perhaps, wc 
may fafely add, That, as a full fcxiA.' c'ompleat one of any other Nation is not hereirito.be 

all practicable, with reipedt to moft of the Nations in Chrift 
indefatigiibiy laboured to accumulate, digeflr, and exhibit io n 



Materials for that End, as may givfe? a general and fufficieritly-comprehcnfive Idea there-/ 
of, more elpecially and amply relpedting thole Nations with whom our own Nation has had 
the in oft ancient and. intimate Correfpojidence, as our copious alphabetical and chronological 
Index will abundantly teftify, under the general Heads or Articles of France, Holland, Spain,. 
Portugal* Genoa, Venice, Denmark, Sweden, Harift- towns, Flanders, &t\ 

■ 

Intelligent Perfons generally know, That the Dates, and other Circumflances of manv 
fcT^^ elder Times, are variou fly related by different Authors; and, we may juftly 

ai*:aa&i Mzjta&es. add, That, after all poflible Endeavours for avoiding of Miftakes, [fuch is human Frailty] 

AuthoFs, even of good Account, are not always exempted therefrom : Thus, for In Ranee, 
(lays good Mr. Fzdler, in his Hiftory of the Holy-War J €C Tyrizis, writing of the Holy— 
PVar, and of Godfrey of Bouillon, calls Bouillon a Town in Champaigne, on the En^lifh 



€€ 



Sea} as if (fays he) any Part of Champaigne was on the Engli/h Sea* — And thus (conti- 
€C nues Fuller ) Canterbury is put for Cambridge, not only in Sebajlian Munjlefs Cofmog'ra- 
" phy, but alfo in our printed Statute-book, of ' the 12th Year of King Richard II." 

Oc-tt Mifrom m ^ e ^ GTe f u bj°in, from our own Obfervation, a few Inftances of very important 
uonbin l^tnaTX Miftakes in the fo-called Science of political Arith?netic, fo nearly connected with our gene- 



mimetic. ra l Sllbjedt. 



Difcourfe on the Spani/l) Monan 



ro T>„ur tn about 200 Years ago, " That the Kingdom of Fra7ice y contained one hundred and fifty M 



irlncc. * " Hons of People" A Number 



all Chri/l 



Campanella 



r con- 



Territory ; yet, even at this Day, the moft. ianguine do not make 



t * 



Millions $ others, (as, particularly, the modern French Author of 
Les interets de la France mal-entcndus, &c.) but fventeen Millions of People, 

■ 

More furprifing, ftill, is the complicated Miftake of our own moft famous, learned, and, 
in other Reipe£ts\, moft judicious Antiquarian, Sir Robert Cotton, as being on a Subject too, 

Mafter : 'Tis in a very curious and learned 
Manner and Means how the Kings of England have, from time to time, fitpfiorted 

but, a 
(after 




in n-iation to and repaired their Eft 



* t*u, iuuy, jc was nor pu- 

. w the o»ce noted Mr. James 
Howell, together with his other pofthumous Eflays, in a fmall O£lavo Book, intituled, Cot- 
pojlhiuna wh erein [p* 200-J it is ailerted, <c That London, which is not a twenty four/ h 
Part of the Kingdom [of England] in People, had in it found above eight hundred 



" thoufand Souls, by a late Enquiry, by order of the late Queen." In which Aflcrtion are 
three confiderable Miftakes : For, ijl, As far as any where appears, there never was any 



fuch Enquiry directed by Queen Elizabeth, or, if any fuch was made, it is not in any public 
Hiftory of that Reign. idly, Lo?idon, with all its then Suburbs, and including IVeJlminJler, 
did not then probably contain 250,000 Souls : And the accurate and molt judicious Italian 
Author, Gio t v?ia7ii Botero, who wrote about twenty Years before tliat Time, Of the Cattjes of 
the Magnificence and Greatnefs of Cities, does not admit London to contain above 1 60,000 
Souls- (See VoL I. of our Work, under the Year 1590.) And it is at leaft doubtful, whe- 
ther, even in our prefent Age, with all the great Additions to its Suburbs, it contains quite 
fo many as 800,000 Souls, within all the Bounds of the weekly Mortality-bills, ^dly. All 
England did not, in 1609, contain quite Jix Millions of Sohls^ though, probably, very near 
that Number i whereas, by his Computation, it fliould have contained 19,200,000 Souls. 

. Thus alfo the faid James Howell, (who was Glerk of the Privy-^council of King Charles I.) 
in a thin Folio Work of his own, intituled, Landinopolis, afferts, c « That, in the Year 



« « 



1636, that King, fendihg to the Lord-mayor of London, to know the whole Numbe 



3 



Roman 



P R E. F A C 



4 * 

V1L 

4? 



Cenfi\ 



ct W ere above 700,000, within the Bars" Thefe great Mifcdmputiitions are the more fur 
prifing, as the above-named fmall Work of Bolero's was translated, arid publilhed-in Engli/h 
bv a Gentleman of Lincoln* s -Inn'* anno 1606, and that Botero's Works! have; even to the nre 



fent Time, a great Reputation. Th 



Grant has, however, 



long fince, very juftly Jfct this Matter right j for, in. his Obfer*bations on the Bills of Mortality 
0 r London for the Year 1631, he makes the Number of Souls in the feveral Wards and 
Liberties, taken by fpeciai Command of the Privy- council, to have amounted in all but to 
130,000, which Number was undoubtedly verymear the Truth ; more efpecially, fince the 
late Mr* Smart* of the Town-clerk's Office, did, in the Year 1741* print a Catalogue of 
all the Houfcs within the City, including therein all its privileged Parts, for the Ufe of the 
Court of Aldermen 5 which -he therein declares, that, after his greateft Care, he could carry 
no higher than 21,649 Houfes, great and fmall: Now, if this Number be multiplied by 
6, for each Houfe, it will make the Total within the Bars of the City to be 129,894 
Souls. — Jf by 6 4, it will be 140,7/8. — And, if by 7, it will make 151,543 Souls. Every 
one is at Liberty to chulc which of thole Multipliers thev mod an Drove of; thou eh fome con- 
jecture, that 7 Perfons, on an Average to each 
prefent State of the City. 



Ho ufe 



the 



By thefe few Remarks, the Author is. far from expecting, or even defiring, any greater In- 
dulgence, than what all candid and intelligent Readers will naturally allow to an Undertaking 
of this Kind, compounded of fb great a Number of disjunct and not-feldom heterogeneous 
parts, — colle£lcd out of fo vaft a Number of different, diftant, and fome very dark and re- 
mote Ages, — of various Countries, Abilities, Biafles, and PrepofTeflions, — from fundry Ma- 
nufcripts alfo, — and from an almoft endlefs Number of fmaller TraCts and Pamphlets, from 
the Reign of Queen Elizabeth downward, and fome even farther back : In the collecting, 
extracting, and methodifing whereof, all poflible Care and ExaCtnels has been endeavoured; 
although, for the Rcafons above-mentioned, it can by no means be expeCted, that either the 
Diftion or the Periods fhould always run fo uniformly even or fmooth as might othcrwife be 
expected ; more efpecially, as, for the Sake of ftriCtly adhering to the raoft indifpenfible Rule 
of a chronological Succeflion, Matters of a very heterogeneous Nature do often mutually 
fucceed each other- 

It would have been almoft endlefs, as well as very tirefome and fuperfluous, to have made Concerning Qar tar- 
marginal or other Quotations for every minute Point to which our Work is more or ^y^.." 1 thc ctlfu,ns 
Iefs indebted. Yet, with refpeCt to fuch as are rare, and therefore now confined to the pri- 
vate Collections of a few curious Perfons, we have generally been careful to quote them, and 

fuch alfo as are or may be thought to be of doubtful Credit. And, on the other hand, 

with refpeCt to the Statutes of the Realm, — and alfo to the truly invaluable Treafure of our 
Records, published in twenty folio Tomes, commonly known by the Name of Rymers Fee- 
dera^ to which our Undertaking is fo much indebted, we have been very careful to quote the 
refpeCtive Reign, and the Statute, Volume, Year, and Page of the latter, as their Authoxi- 
ty, beyond doubt, authenticates the many numerous Points from them extracted. 

To the laft- named grand Collection of Records we are indebted more efpecially, for a very Concerning the m«. 

great Number of Royal Grants, Patents and Licences, for new Inventions and. Projects, trials for this Work* 

2 ancient Salaries of Offices, — for the daily Pay of Artificers, Soldiers, Sailors, and La- 
bourers, more or lefs, for near 700 Years paft, for many important Negotiations with fo- 

tions ; alfo, for the Confirmation of fundry FaCts, which, before their Publica- 



N 



fole Credit of common Hiftorians $ as well as for the Rectification 



Miftakes in other lefs authentic Memoirs 



With refpeCt to the particular Commerce of our own Nation, we have, in this Work, 
taken peculiar and efpecial Cognizance thercof; although, in regard to the Duties and Cus- 
toms legally impofod on Merchandize, with which every Trader is prefumed to be perfectly 
acquainted; little or no Notice has, for that Reafon, been generally taken thereof, unleft in- 
terwoven with fome other important Matter, or for fome other ipecial Reafon. 



ndebted to the many printed Collections of Treaties 
Nations, and* particularly, to that nublifhed anno 1 



OCtavo Volumes, 



in four 



We arc likewi 



bcr of Articles, concerning the various Rates or Prices 
lions and Neccffaries, .for feveral Centuries pafl: ; which 
old Hiftorians, csV\ and publifhed in OCtavo, anno 1707 



qfwn, for a great Num- 
attle, and other Provi- 
ully collected from our 



From 



viii PREFACE- 

From all which Confiderations, it is eafv to conceive the JLabou 



examining fb vaft a Number of Treatifes. zdly, In making Extracts thferefrom. 



digefting and methodizing 
critical Rem 



making th 

wherever found to be abfolutely requifite. Where- 



by this Work may, in a great Degree, be faid to be not only an hiftorical and chronological, 
but, likewife, a fyftematical and political Survey of Commerce. 

With refpedi to the very numerous fmaller Tra£ts and Pamphlets herein made ufe of, which 
alfo have been generally quoted in Points of great Importance, our Author had long fince 
forted them, and had bound them up into many Volumes, of various Sizes, exadtly according 
to their particular Subje<5ts j many of which being curious, and long ago out of Print, were 
by him intended for a fmall Beginning to a Mercantile- Library, (when properly authorifed) 
for the Ufe and Honour of the Citizens of the firft commercial City in Chrifiendom 5 
being of Opinion, that it would not a little redound to the Glory and Credit , of our anguji 
Metropolis, to fet on foot fo Angularly ufeful, as well as magnificent a Purpofe. 

As, in the framing of our Work, there has been found a Superfluity of [Matter in fundry 
Points; which Redundancies we have, therefore, retrenched; fb, on the contrary, in ionic 
few other Points, there may poffibly be found a fmall Deficiency, though, generally, in 
Matters of little Importance : Such Deficiencies are principally owing to the Ignorance and 
Negligence of elder Times, when Commerce was little attended to 3 And partly, alio, to 

Sort rf°c!ontra l e y w ^ at ma y j u ftty he termed an unaccountably flupid Contempt of Commercial Hiitory, tcfti- 
fbr Commercial hed even by fome Nations, who, nevertheless, may be juftly faid to be indebted to Commerce 
tory. alone, not only for their prefent Wealth, but, like wife, for their very Exi/lence, as a dijlincl 

and independent Nation. A flagrant Inftance hereof we find, in one Captain Stevens** Engl://? 
Tranflation of a Portuguefe Work, in three Odtavo Volumes, intituled, Portitgucje-Ajia ; in 
the 3d Volume whereof, fcap. 6 ) he makes the Portuguefe Hiftorian of that Nation's C'on- 
quefts in Eajl- India to affirm, That Trade is a Subject unbecoming a grave Hijlory ! 

Commerce is naturally in perpetual Fluctuation : Dum JpeSlas fugio, (the Motto on feme 
Old Commercial Sun-dials, alluding to Time) Tiay not inaptly be applied to it : Which Confideration may 
f^io bTrc\\cd y o ^ rve ^ or a Caution to the Readers of the older Authors on Commerce, and on Subjects near- 
a,e t crcie on. ^ connected with it, wherein may be found fundry Pofitions formerly thought to be fo well 

grounded as to be dogmatically delivered as Axioms Ibme of which, neverthelefs* have, in 
length of Time, been found liable to juft Exception, and others of them have lince proved 
to be abfolutely falfe. 

inflated in fome Thus, for Inftance, the once famous Sir William Petty, in his Treatife of political Aritb- 
relating to France \ mc ti c (fi r ft published anno 1676) in making; a Companion between the maritime Strength of 

and all other arbi- ' / V. , r , r ^ \ 3 , , & c * r ^ r - , r * . . , 

trary Governmcntsr England and that or France, lays down the following Polition, by way of Axiom, vix. That 

France, by reafbn of natural and perpetual Impediments, can never arrive at ?iaval Greatnefs. 
Need we to fay, That dear-bought Experience has fince effectually exploded that Polition ? 
The like may be laid of fome others of a limilar Kind, depending much more on the Su- 
pinenefs of Ibme Nations, and on the more intenfe Application of other Nations, than on 
any fuch fancied natural and perpetual Impediments. 

Even the great Penlionary of Holland, Mr. De Witt, in his otherwile judicious Treatife, 
intituled, The Inter eft of Holland, has laid down a very exceptionable Pofition, by way of 
general Axiom too, wjb. That Commerce cannot profper in great arbitrary Governments ; for, 
although it be very certain, that moft arbitrary Governments are obftrudrive of the Freedom 
of Commerce, yet it by no means follows, that they all are fb, and at all Times, without 
any Exception. France, we know, is undoubtedly a great arbitrary Government ; yet, by 
Dint of inceflant Application, more efpecially ever fince Colbert's Miniftry, attended with 
fteady Counfels in her commercial Purfiiits, fhe at length arrived to a great and extenfive Degree 
of Commerce to all Parts of the World, till our War with that Nation, anno 1756, began to 
interrupt it, which, doubtlefs, will very fbon be retrieved, and again firmly fupported : She 
is, moreover, poflefled, and has long fo been, of very many great and rich Manufactures; 
has ftill many lucrative foreign Plantations and Fadlories, and will, queftionlefs, very fbon alfb 
regain her late numerous mercantile Shipping, as well as her late very confiderable Navy- 
royal: France, therefore, muft be allowed to have, in our Days, been extremely prqfperous in 
Commerce, and to have had a very large Share of naval Great nefts and, even her defpotic 
Government, while fhe pcrfifts in fteady Counfels, frequently affords her, and all other ar- 
bitrary Governments, confiderable Advantages over the flower and lefs-fecret Deliberations of 
free Governments : Whilfl (by way of evident Contrafl) a certain eminent Free-ftate feems, 
at prefent, through the Prevalency of Fadtion, &c. to undergo a vifible Declenfion, in 
the before-named Refpcdt6 ! 

That 



PREFACE. 

That able and experienced mercantile Author,. Sir y.qfiah Child, fell into a like dogmatical 
Error in faying, That the French 'were ?iot much to be feared on account of planting of foreign Co- 
lonies, merely becaufc in his time that was partly the Cafe. Yet we !we fince had the moft 
interefting Dcmonftration of the direCt contrary ! What Improvements have they- not made 
in their Sugar-Colonies? lb far, as to have fome Years fince dfiven us out of our former great 



IK 



immenfe Increafe of their MolqJJes, Rum, Ginger, Coff 



^ _ Senega/, ts?c. Vain 

therefore are all fuch dogmatical Predictions, fincc Experience tells us, That where a moral 
Impqffibility does not intergofe, Perjevcrance in uniform National Meafures produces very un- 
expected and almoft furprizing EfteCts in Commercial, Manufactured, and Nautical PurJCuits, 
as well as in other Things: And although what the laft-named Author obferves c 
Spain and Portugal be at prefent ftill true, viz. <c That whilft their high Freight, 
cc high Intcreffc for Money do continue ; and that for the fake of working their Gold and 

Prc- 



and their 



cc 



cc 



cc 



duCtions in America*, whilft, moreover, their Swarms of Monks and N 
of the Increafe of People and of Induftryj thofe two Nations cannot b 
a pcrfedtly profperous State Yet, a Time may come (and, with refp 
o Nations, feems in part to draw near) when the Scales may fall from 



to 



difcovcr and purfue their true and lolid Intereft ! 



Matter 



Notices 



id in the enfuing Work, there are interfperfed Th* gmcml r* I 
eminent Revolutions of Nations, and of fun- na '* ui "'^ 



- » 



fm 



ence on the general Commerce of the World: The Dates alio of the flourishing (or elfe of the 
Death) of certain eminent and famous Perfons have been very briefly noted; both which arc 
fo compendioufly handled as not to tire the Reader's Patience, whilft they may refrefh his Me- 
mory, and at the fame Time ferve to conneCt and complete what might otherwife be thought 
impcrfeCt. 

The main Body, therefore, of this Work is folely converfant in the peaceful and moft be- 
neficial Concerns of foreign and domeftic Commerce, as comprehending therein Navigation, 
Colonies, Manufa&ures , FiJIjcrics, Mines, Agriculture, and Money-Concerns, viz;. Banks, Ex- 
changes, Coins, Intereft of Money, the various Rates or Purchafe-money of Lands,- Houfes, 
Provifions ahd other Neceflaries ; down from the Overthrow of the Weftern Roman Empire, 

e particularly and diffufely down from or near the Nor/nan Conqueft of England ; 
alfo are f interfperfed fome few Notices or Inflances of the private or domeftic Cuf- 



mo 



toms, and Ufages of elder Times- From all which, collectively cc 
sirlf-ntisite Ideas mav be obtained of the almoft furorizins: Difference 



JL^.WJLJ*fi* wuiy i^^^vw ^ ~ — — " — • ■ r — — : J — O ■* 

fearches, we have almoft generally limited our Memoirs to the European Nations of Chriftendom 
and their foreign Colonics ; without concerning ourlelves much with the once Chriftian, Greek, 
or Conftantinopolitan Empire, nor with the fierce and barbarous Subduers of that Empire, the 
modern Tarkijlj Monarchy, We have, moreover, as far as was poffible, carefully avoided 
every thing legendary, or even barely fufpicious, although the laborious, and otherwife judi- 
iMmie T-Trtbluvt hfljs fhnucrht manvTuch things deferring* to be recorded in his voluminous Work ; 



fuch as the Britijh Arthurs romantic Exploits, and the ancient Wars between the Norwe- 
gians and the petty Kingdoms of the Ifles furrounding the Coafts of Britain j of which laft, 
1inwi»vRr- it formed recmilitc to oive fome brief Memoirs. 



With refpeCfc to the greater Commercial AfTociations in Europe, we have endeavoured to 
rive fuch a comprchenfive View thereof as it is hoped may be (Satisfactory. And we have 
largely traced the Origin, Progrefs, and Declenfion of the once-potent and illuftrious Hanjeatic 
Confederacy, as well as of our own Britijh Mercantile, Banking, Fijlnng, and Metallic Societies. 
More particularly, and beyond all others, that of our Eajl India Company, which, for abov 
ene hundred and fixty years paft, has made fo confiderable a Figure in our commercial World : 
Its various Revolutions and Controverfies taking up fo confiderable a Space in this Work; both 
in the laft and prefent Centuries; without, however, neglecting our later and alio our lefler 
Societies or Companies, nor even the many unfuccefsfiil and abortive Propofals, Embrios, and 
Projects, (for the moft part rightly termed Bubbles, in the memorable Year 1720) whereof 
we have given a much larger Collection in the enfuing Work, than lias any where elfe been 
exhibited ; and pofllbly, even the bare Catalogue of thole airy 

ftruCtive to fome, than may, at firft Glance, be apprehended ; more cipccially conlidcring that 
fome of them formerly deemed impracticable and vifionary, have, on fubfequent and repeated 
Experiments, been rendered both practicable and beneficial to the Public, as well as to Indi- 
viduals, as others of them may poflibly prove hereafter ! 



Schemes may prove more in- 
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There is ftill one Point remaining to be mentioned, which, though feemingly of a delicate 
Nature, we could not altogether pretermit, was. The Dominion of the Pour Seas, formerly 
fo long and fo often claimed and aflerted by the Imperial Crown of Great Britain : a Subject, 
which (tho* at prefent quite dormant) will be fhewn to have employed the Pens of fome of 
the ableft Authors of the laft Century on either Side, befides others of a lefier Rank. But 
our Author cfteetns it a Felicity, that a learned and judicibus Summary of that now objfblete 



firms 



Philip Mt 



af- 

he prepared for, 



and prefented to that Prince, And as that very curious Treatife is long fince out of Print, 
and confifts of but 56 fmall Quarto Pages, we imagined it would be an acce ~~ 
ment to reprint it verbatim in the Appendix to our Second Volume 5 more efpecially as it 
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Commerce in the World; of its Progrefs,— and of its modern State and Condition in 

feveral Nations of Chriftendom, — : — and more diffufely of that of the Britijh 



American 



Manufactures 



Weight, Value 



Conquefl: downward and laftly, a fuccindt critical Survey of the Geographical, Commer- 
cial, and Nautical Knowledge of the Ancients. To which Introduction is annexed its pro- 
per alphabetical Index- 

Secondly, The main Body of our Work commences with a fuceindt historical and chrono- 
logical Series of Memoirs, from the earlieft Accounts down to the final Overthrow of the 

Weflern Roman Empire, near the Clofe of the Fifth Century, relative to the firft Difco- 

veries and Improvements of the Antients, in Agriculture, Domeftic and Manual Arts for the 

Conveniency of Life, as well as in Commerce and Navigation ; of ancient Migrations 

and Tranfplantations ■» of the Origin and Revolutions of ancient Commercial Nations 

and Cities: and occafionally of the Dates or Times of the flourishing of certain eminent 
Perfons in various Ages. 

Thirdly, From the Commencement of the VJth Centuiy, the great Bulk of our Work is di- 
vided into thirteen diftii}<3: Centuries* to each of which is brieflv prefixed its neculiar eth- 



nological 



ijiic: And from the Vlllth downward, each Century has alfb prefix 
ical Succeffion of the Monarchs of the principal Nations of Chrijl 



f 



Papacy, and of the old Cohjiantinopolitan or Greek Empire, Which laft named Part, 
being fo much more in terefting than the two preceding ones, has therefore fupplied Matter 
and Room for much the greatefl part of this Work. 

Fourthly, To our before-named Appendix we have fubjoined what we apprehended would 
amply complete our Plan, and be acceptable to all, tojk. The Politico-Commercial Geography of 
Europe, or a compendious and comparative View of the various Productions, Trades, Manu- 



factures, Exportation, P opuloufnefs 
States thereof; and likewife a brief Sun 
their mofl confidcrable Cities and Towns 



Magnitude, and People of 



The extenfive Ufe- Finally, As our very copious and comprehenfive Chronological and Alphabetical Index to the 

fulmjt of our copi- faid four Parts of the Work, is fo commodioufly framed as to enable the Reader, with 

oxnChronohgical in- Eafc, and in fome meafure by a mere inftantaneous Inlpc<3rion, to form a juft Idea of the 
cx ' Value, Nature, and Extent of this intire Work, we need only to refer thereto for a con- 

vincing Prdof of its great and general Utility ! And, for the farther Eafc of the Reader, 
We have added two fmall alphabetical Indexes, viz. one to the annexed Introduction, as al- 



Appendix ; as the Matters contained in them could 
nological Order or Method, and therefore could not 
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F the primitive Ages of the World, (fays the learned Grotius? in his Mare Liberum? fpeaking of the 
Origin of Commerce) there .was not even fo much as Barter? properly fo called; but merely a 

Kind of caking, 



The Origin of Com- 
merce in chc WoiU. 



exchangin 



or ufing mutually, what one Nation or Family had not, and con- 
£L fequently needed from another. This is faid to have been the Pradtice of the ancient Seres, and 
of ibrne other Nations ? who, it is faid, were wont to leave their Merchandize in a private Place on the 
Frontiers of the Nation with whom they wanted to deal, and who were to take them away, in exchange 
for what they fhould think an Equivalent of their own Merchandize, relying fclely on each other's Ho- 
nour. That Method, however, could not hold long? and, (if ever pra&ifed at all) doubtlefs, very foon 
gave Way to a diredt commercial Correfpondence by proper Barter. 

The Difcovery of Water-carriage (though at firfi: merely by Floats or Rafts crofs Rivers and Lakes, 
oradually improved into Vefiels of fuch Capacity as emboldened Men to launch into the wide Ocean) 
was a principal Means of the Advancement of Commerce, Arts, and Sciences; and the Invention of 
Writing greatly improved the mutual Correfpondence of Nations- Such ancient Countries and Cities as 
firfl: acquired the Command of the Sea by their fuperior Shipping, were fure of being the greateft in 
Wealth and Power. Qui Marc tenet? emn necejje eft rerum potiri. (Cicero ad' Atticurn.) 

At length Rome fwallowed up all other commercial States and Cities, and thereby gave fuch a mortal 
Wound to the Commerce of the Ancients, as never could be healed up by the Romans themfelves, 
who were much more addifted to War and Conquefl: than to Commerce ; their Difinclination to which 
was more eafily coinpenfated, by an unparalleled and almoft uninterrupted Series of their Conquefts 
of the richefl: Provinces of the then known World ; whereby immenfe Treafures were continually brought 

Thus, for inflrance, we are told, that Julius C<efar? upon his Conquefl: of Gaul? Africa? Egypt* 
is faid to have had at one Time carried before him, in his Triumph, Vefiels of Gold and 
Silver, computed, by modern Authors, to be equal in Value to twelve Millions Sterling? brought into 
the Roman Treafury ; belide 1822 Gold Diadems, weighing 15,023 Pounds Weight ; and befide the 
great Treafure he brought home for himfelf. Thus, from the Spoils of the' conquered Provinces, more Ccnqurjls were to 
especially Eaftward, their Proconfuls, Csfa were continually fending or bringing home immenfe Riches, ancient Rome, what 
not only in Coin, but alfo in Gold and Silver Vefiels, and Diadems ; in Vafes alfb, and fine Statues, Commerce is now to 
precious Stones, exquifitte Paintings, and whatever elfe was rare and excellent, either for their Tables, 
or for Furniture, Cloathing, Equipages, Libraries, Buildings, fcfe. In confequence whereof, many 
of their Eftates and Revenues, Retinues and Palaces, equalled thole of Mbharchs. JLenttdus the Augur? 
Crajfus? and many others, had E Orates worth three or four Millions Sterling. Nero's Donatives, at fun- 
dry Times, are by fonie computed to amount to 17,760,000/. Sterling ? and he is faid to have paid for 
one fingle Carpent 32,000/. Some are faid to have paid to the Amount of 3000/. for one Piece of 
fine Linen ? and a Roman Lady, named Lullia Paulina? when drefled in all her Jewels, is laid to have 
wore to the Value of 322,000/. Sterling. Yet, it may be at leaft a little problematical, Whether, after 
Rome had fo much fleeced her many conquered Prox r inces, and found hcrlelf at length unable to hold 
together, in Quiet, any more Conquefts, (as was the Cafe in the Emperor Adrian's Reign) the Empire 
could have long continued to fuftain the vaflr Expence of her Civil and Military Eftabliflimcnts, with- 

to the Revival of the never-failing Relburces of Commerce, as well at Home, as in her 



home, 
and Pontus 



other Nations. 



out recurring _ 

remoter Provinces; as in pare flie had long before Adrian* s Time begun to do with refpeft to her Pro- 
vince of Egypt? the Commerce whereof widi Eajl-India flic had very much cultivated and improved. 

Voltaire? in his Age of Louis XIV. jufliy obferves, tc That it is War alone that impoverifhes a Nacion. 
€t Since the Time of the ancient Romans? 79 (fays he) <c I know of no Nation that has enriched itfelf by 
its Victories. Italy? in the XVIth Century, owed her Wealth intirely to Commerce. Holland would 
4t have fubliftcd but a very fliort Time, had flie looked no farther than the Seizure of the Spanift Plate- 
Fleets, and had ncgle£led to have laid the Foundation of her Power in India. &3» England is ever im- 
poverifhed by War, even when flie is moft fuccefsful againft the naval Power of France ; and fhe owes 
all her Grandeur to Commerce. The Algcrines? who fupport themfelves folcly by Piracies, are a very 



wretched People. 



At length, the Sloth, Luxury, 
of military Dilcipline, £sff. 



and Effeminacy of the Emperors and People, and the grcar Neglect 

who overturned 



brought upon the Roman Empire many barbarous Invaders, 
the Weftern Empire, and therewith Learning, Arts, and Sciences. In that general Defolation, peace- 
ful Commerce likewile fuffered a long and an almoft total Sufpenfion in the Weft ? the Revival and In- 
creafe whereof, and of mercantile, nautical, and manufadfcural Improvements, will be the main Sub- 
ject of the enfuing Work. 

Almoft every inhabitable Country of the terraqueous Globe has a Superfluity, more or left, of natural 
Product, of ionic Kind or orher. Ours? of Britain and Ireland? before we fell into Manufactures, and 
into a general Commerce, confided only of Wool, Leather? Tin? and Lead? but of Corn only occafion- 
silly; which unmanufaflru.recl Materials wc, for many Ages, contented ourfelves to exchange chiefly with 
the Netherlander*? for their Drapery made of our own excellent Wool? and for fome Linen, and French and 
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Rhcmftj Wines. The Countries of Flanders and Brabant had originally but very little Superfluity of their 
own natural Product for Exportation; which Defcffc neceflitatcd them to itrike into the Manufacture of 
Wool and of Flax, as early as the Xth .Century, ct before v/hich Period./' (according to the judicious 
rv-fionarv A great Penlionary De Wit.'\* Inter eft of Holland) " there were no Merchants in all Europe? excepting a few 
s-rtc nf /;♦,- f he- * c in the Republics of Italy? who traded with the Indian Caravans of the Levant: Or poflibly, there 

might- have been found fome Merchants elfewhcre, though but in few Places, who .drove an inland 
Trade. So that each Nation was neceflitatcd to fozv? build* and weave for them/elves* to the N&rt.h- 
tc ward and Eaftward ; where there were then no foreign nor inland Merchants. Wherefore, in calc of 
ct a Superfluity of their People, they were compelled by Force of Arms (for want of Provifions, and to 
tc prevent bad Seafons, or Hunger) to conquer more Land : Which produced the Irruptions of the 
ct Celtic? Cimbri? Scythians? Goths? Qucdi? Vandals? Hum? Franks, Burgundians? Normans? &c. ; who, till about: 
tc the Year 1000, were in their greatefl Strength : All which People, and, in a Word, all that (poke Dutch 
ct or German* exchanged their Superfluities, not for Money, but, as it is reported, thus, viz. two Hens 
tc for a Goofs? two Geefe for a Hog? three Lambs for a Sheep? three Calves for a Cow? fuch a Quantity of Oats 
ct for Barley, Barley for Rye? and Rye for Wheat? when they wanted them. So that, excepting for cat- 
T'-o ViVoHrn Ma- cc able Wares, there was neither Barter nor Traffic. The Flemings? lying neareft to France? were the 
m vcturc K- n « jj r (j c j iaI began to earn their Livings by weaving, and fold the fame in that fruitful Land, where the 
the >. 1 1 ' t-t itiitt t the cc Inhabitants were not only able to feed themfelvcs, but alio, by the fuperfluous Growth of their 
w/tliMi^ u Country, could put themfelvcs into good Apparel; which Baldwin the Young? Count of Flanders? 

tcnaiciG. ' ' cc about the Year 960, confiderably improved, by letting up yearly Fairs or Markets in feveral Places, 

" without laying on any Toll or Duty, for Goods -either imported or exported." Which judicious Ac- 
count of the Weft? North? and North-Eaft Parts of Europe? before the Xth Century, will help to throw 
much and ufeful Light upon our Hiftory of thole Times. 

Somewhat later than the above-named Period, the Flemings likewife fupplied Germany with their Drape- 
ries, and, later {till, the Countries more northerly, in proportion to their becoming later civilized. 

E» 'r.::t- frf.i rn ; a- The before -named unmanufactured Commodities anciently exported by England? for many Centuries 
%u\ .!i.in»u.u i: 1 :.mcc before flic fell into the Manufacture of her own Wool, was in thofe Times always fufficient to fupplyher 

^ ^^^'f 'Ji w ' r ' 1 whatever flic had need of from foreign Parts, and alfo to bring in a yearly Balance in Caih; where- 
L ^Vi o" iiVica Is?'* ' D y v/e wcre enabled to carry on fome other final] foreign Trade, to fupply like wife our home Trade, and 
pai.vd. even in fome Degree to grow gradually wealthy : Yet it was no fmall Difadvantage tons? that the great Bulk. 

of our foreign Trade was for ieveral Centuries cngroflcd by the German Merchants of the Steelyard in Lon- 
don? and in their own foreign Shipping too ; we having, in thofe Times, had neither a fuflicient Num- 
ber of Merchants nor proper Shipping of our own, until our People, and more efpecially thofe of the 
• Cinque-Ports lying oppolite to France and Flanders? fell gradually into the building of fome Ships of their 
own, wherewith they made a pretty good Appearance, more efpecially in the Time of King Edward III. 
That fugacious Prince was the iirfl of our Kings who clearly discovered the vaft Benefits accruing to a 
Nation by foreign Commerce and Manufactures : And we conceive it may here be remarked, to the 
E :./.«./ ihc Mt Honour of Eiig land, that fhe was the firfl great Monarchy in Chriftendom that fell into any confidcrabie 
yv.ui .\i-nrirciy in foreign Trade and home Manufactures; whilft the other great Monarchies continued to contemn the 
/• ^"Vi-Vi* 1 Vat- ^ ur ^ L1lC °f mercantile Advantages, which they left inrirely to the petty States and free Cities of Italy, 
.Vn-I home Maiiii- W :inc ' °f C ' 1C Netherlands and Hajife-Towns. This is finely iiluftrated by Sir William "Temple? fpeaking of 
<adiire.i. vhofc Times, 'viz, tc The Kingdoms and Principalities were in the World like the Noblemen and Gentlemen 

E.: f % great c " in a Country ; the free States and Cities, like the Merchants and Traders: Theie, at firfl, dc-" 
ii.ticii now r.:i- cc fpifed by the others, the others ferved and revered by them ! till, by the various Courle of Events 
Hnyttl hefyrc^sh v tc j n t j lc World, fome of thefc came to grow rich and powerful by Induftry and Parfimony, and fome 

-- n,r?,, - LC * " a f t [ lc others poor? by War and Luxury •? which made the Traders begin to take upon them, and carry 

it like Gentlemen, and the Gentlemen begin to take a Fancy of falling into Trade. The great 

Monarchs of Chriftendom? for many Centuries, concerned themielves only in the Trade of "War; 
in the Quarrels of the Holy-Land 5 in thofe between the Popes and Emperors; [both of the fame 
Forge, engaging all Chriftian Princes, and ending in the Greatncfs of the Ecclejiaftical State throughout 

Chriitendom] fometimes in the mighty Wars between England and Prance? — France and Spain? 

Chriflians and Turks? &c. 
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ct 
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cc 
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France? at prefent fo potent, was then in a very feeble State; being (as Voltaire not unfitly cxprefles: 
r \ r-rlj'.w-tutc it) rather an Ariftocracy than a Monarchy ; the Governors of molt of its Provinces having rendered their 
til! 1 . n.c \i \ ih offices hereditary in their own Families, whereby they became Lords of the Countries they governed. 
lu v» It was then, therefore, that England? though without any confidcrabie Commerce, and with little 

Wealth or naval Greatncfs, was able not only to maintain an Equilibrium in Europe? but even foolijhly 
to be led, by her ambitious Kings, into Land-conquefts on the Continent, to her great Impoverifliment 
and Depopulation. Prance? fince thofe Times, has gradually recovered her Vigour, and vaftly increaled 
31. ! h rvift -r.::!ual her Power : For, 1ft, Charles V 'II. during our inteftine War between the two Houfes of Tork and Lan- 




three noble Bifliopricks of Mete? Toul? and Verdun? from the German Empire. Vtrhly, Henry IN. brought; 
Beam and French Navarre : WT * 1 ~ , '- A — 1 0 — r vrn r i — 1 - - - ^ ^ - — • 



reneb Navarre : Vlthly, And his Son Louis XI Tf. feized on the County of Rouflillon from 
T " * "! n u^ c V\ T .r ?Ul — ^VHthly, Louis XlV. feized on a great Part of the Netherlands horn Spain? as alfo on the County 

y : ^' r% "v, ut - ( oo of Utirgttndy as he did alfo, from the German Empire, the great and noble Province of Alfacc? with the 
Yen yA\ ; ' imperial and then opulent City of Strajbitrg? and the other ten imperial Towns. - Vlllth, and laftly 

Louis XV. has got all Lorraine and Barrel How enormous an Increrife of Power Is this, all acquired in 
the Space of about three Centuries ! And how juftly ought it to alarm the reft of Europe ! Mbre'cfpeci- 
Sf^SSr^iISt^y.?^ thc P rodi g ious Incrcafc of the Commerce of Prance? in the Space of about one Century piJt, is 
ottJ Ciriiitiry pa !l . additionally confidereel ; as alfo its rich and numerous Manufa6turcs, and. its ftill extenfive foreign Co- 
lonies and Factories. 

% • 
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France alfo formerly made confiderable -Efforts for new Difcoveries in America* and for a fuppofed Paf- 
{age by the great River of St. Lawrence into the JLqft-India Seas and although the Coldnefs and Barren- 
riefs of a great Part of Canada or New France did at fir ft difcourage them, fo'that they made fcarcely any 
permanent Plantation there till the Year 1 603 and then, and later, all their Settlements were on the North 
and North-weft Side of that great River, even many Years ■ after we had planted Virginia \ beyond 
•which River Southward all their PofTcflions in Canada were direft Encroachments on the Boundaries of the 
Englijh Colonies* And the French made no Attempts for colonizing in the TVeft-Indies or Sugar-Ifles till 
the Year 1 62 5* when they firffc fettled on St. Chrijlophers. — - — To Eaft-India* France made fonic early 
Voyages ; yet they had no fettled and regular Commerce thither, until the Time of their great Colbert* 
\Vho got Louis XlVth, Anno 1 664, to eftablifh a Company for that End. 



r Colonies in the Weft-Indies* though at prefent fo flourifl 
and too much owing to our Negligence and wronsiMeafu 



Not 



Mexico 



tfica* (of! which they are no wjuftly deprived.) Their feating thcmfelves in the Bay oi 
Spamjh Colony of Florida* and thence up the vaft Riger Miffifippi, was with a premeditated Defign of 
hemming in our faid Colonics between theirs and the Ocean, by a Chain of Forts ; thereby effedtuaUy to 



Weflfcward 



wile to c 

North Ai 



H 



which an important Check has been put-, and we earneftly hope 



and thereby alfo, in effe£t, to make all 
aw, though late, their Intentions, to 
that a watchful Eye will ever be kept 

of War. And indeed it may be faid, that 
Times of Peace, with a perfidious People, are more dangerous than Times of open' I Iojli lilies. Of that 
French Settlement of the Mijfifippi Colony, we had fair ^Warning given us by the ingenious Dr. Davcnant* 
[once Infpe&or-General of the Cuflioms,] who, in the Second Part of his Difcourfes on the Public Revenues 
and Trade of England, publifhed Anno 1698, has the following judicious and prophetic Remark. 
cc Should the French fettle at the Difemboguing of the River Mijfijippi* they would not be long before 
ce they made themfelves Matters of that rich Province-, which would be an Addition to their Strength 
* c very terrible to Europe \ but would more particularly concern England : For, by the Opportunity^* 
c * that Settlement, by erefting Forts along the feveral Lakes between that River and Canada* they may 
** intercept all the Trade of our Northern Plantations." 

. It was in this very Year 1698, that France actually began a Settlement at or near the Mouth of the 
Miffj/ippi * and although it was and is equally the Intereft of England and Spain to oppofe that dangerous 
Encroachment, yet they were then permitted to neftle there, and they have fince gradually planted far up, 
on and near the Banks of that River, behind Carolina* &cc. The late judicious Mr. Jojh, 
Anno 1729, publifhed an ingenious Difcourfe on Trade, therein earnefdy urged our planting Weftward 
to the NEjfiftppi* and on the Rivers falling into it, within our own undoubted Limits* though fince difputcd 
with us, till now, that our paft Succefs has put an End to future Difputes on this Point. 

There was a Time when we fupplied France with our Woollen Manufactures, Fifh, £ffr. and 
thofe Days, fome think, the Balance of that Trade was in our favour. But, by the Management 
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by the Management of 

the two Cardinal-Miniftcrs, Richlieti and Mzzarin, and ftill more afterward by the inceflant Application of 
the great Colbert* our Commerce with France has long been rendered a very difadvantageous one to us : 
And as we have never been able to obtain a reafonable Tarif or Treaty of Commerce with that Crown, 

bought better for us to remain without any commercial Treaty at all with a Nation which invariably 
feizes on all Advantages from every other State, without giving or returning any at all ! Yet too many 
of our People are ftill fo regardlcfs of our palpable Intereft, as to take off very great Quantities of their 
Wines and Brandies, and more clandeftinely of their Cambricks, Gold and Silver Lace, £s?r. to a 
very great Value. 

France? within about little more than ninety Years paft, by the vaft Improvements in her Manufac- 
tures, Colonies, and Fifheries, is at length pofiefled of an affive and very extenlive Commerce her ci 
mercantile Shipping is, or lately was, very numerous * and her naval Power was, till very lately, become * 
great and formidable, and doubtlefs will foon recover itfelf by a few Years of Peace. 

From our general and extenlive Commerce with Holland* there comes a large annual Balance to us* 
computed by fome at near 1,400,000/. [Vide The Importance of the Oftend Company conftdered* fecpnd Edition 

] there being fcarcely any, or but very few, of our Manufactures and Productions which the Hollanders 

Yet it isiip Paradox to fay, that their laid 
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we fend to them, they are enabled to fupply the populous and extenlive Countries behind them 0 
many* Switzerland* Hungary* &x. and alfo Countries farther off by Sea-carriage * whereby they arc faid 
to get a greater annual Balance than we get by them. Yet, . doubtlefs, the great Incrcafe of the Scots 
m& Irijh Linen Manufaftures, and our late Eftbrts for the Herring and Whale-Fiiheries, have leflened the 
Benefits of their Trade with us. In general, her Commerce, (though ftill a truly afiive one) and her 

naval Power, (efpecially the latter) have declined of late Yeats. There are Thoufands ftill alive, who 

*- r her in the Zenith of Glory, not only covering the Seas, (as Hie ftill does in fome Meafure) with 

rhant^Ships, but alio ftriking Terror with her pdjferit naval Armaments. .A Reverie, lb much 
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The Hollanders^ towards the End pf the XVIth Century,; made great Efforts for a Not 
to China and India : And, though they proved unfuccefsful therein, it lerA them into the 
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Whale Filhcries, and into their Commerce with Knffia. They have made no Difcoveries of great Import- 
ance elfewhcre, excepting (what now alio is become of fmall Confequcnce, at leaft in time of Peace) 
their Difcovcry of a Paflage into the South-Sea of yjm erica? round Cape Hoom. For what the Hollanders 
have effected on the Coaft of Guinea? m Eaft-India? and at Surinam, Curafoa? &cci was only the gettin 
Poficflion of whan had before been difcovered and for the moft Part improved by others. They alio Hill 
hold the fmall Ifles of Curapoa? Aruba? and Bonaire? near the Coafts of Spa 
the Virgin- Ifles. 



cr 
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ifij America* and Eujlatia 



fyafa's Difcoveries 
and vail Poflcffions 
in America ; 



Spain** Difcoveries and Poffeflions are no lefs than all the Continent of America? South and Weft of the 
Bay of Mexico , excepting Brajil belonging to Portugal? the Dutch Colony of Surinam? and what France 
has feized and fettled on near their Ifle of Cayenne? where, if they find it worth their keeping, there will 
infallibly be farther Encroachments, 

Spain alfo, farther North, ftill holds New-Mexico? fb famous for its rich Silver Mines, lying Weft of the 
French Lottiftana •? a terrible Neighbour ! who, unlcfs narrowly watched, may one Day probably find a 
Pretext, fooner or later, of paying a Vific to thofe Mines ! 

Spain alfo held (till the Signing of the Preliminaries for Peace, on the 3d of November xyOi) what is 
ftill called Florida? adjoining to our Georgia on the North, and to Louijiana on the Weft : She likewife holds 
the great and moft important Ifle of Cuba , fuch Part of the Ifle of Hifpaniola as France has not as yen 
thought fit to feize on ; and alfo the Ifles of St. John de Porto Rico? Sec. in that Sea, though of little 
Benefit to them. Spain? in fhort, ftill holds more Poflcffions in America? than poflibly a more induftrious 
People could well manage. She has, however, drained herlelf of People, by planting of her laid Co- 
lonies, and by expelling of the Moors and Jews? at home her People (in the Judgment of many) not ex- 
ceeding 5,500,000 Souls : And as fhe has as yet got no great length in any material Manufa6tures, (tho* 
fhe is ac this Time making confiderable and prom ifing Efforts for them-,) fhe has little more than a mere 
pajfive Commerce, and is ftill without the proper Means of drawing Numbers of People to her from 
foreign Countries to fupply thofe Drains. 
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The enterprizing Genius of a Prince of Portugal? about three Centuries ago, feconded by fome of 
of their fucceeding Kings, in. the XVth Century, gradually brought on the Difcovcry of a Paflage by 
Sea from Europe to Edft-tndia? whereby a new and very extenfive Field for the Increaie of Commerce was 
opened : Whilft, almoffc at the fame Inftantof Time, and as it were by a like almoft wonderful Impulfe, 
Spain? as before-mentioned, laid open a new and extenfive Weftern World, richer in Treafure than the 
old one. Yet Portugal? by her fubfequent Pride, Luxury, and Negligence, has loft, to the Hollanders 
and Indians? by far the greateft Part of what fhe had with fuch Rapidity raviflied from the latter ; fb as 
at prefent to have fcarccly any Thing in Eaft-bidia worth contending for, viz. GoaCityon the Malabar 
Coaft, and a few lefs confiderable Places in the Neighbourhood thereof, and Meaco on the Chinefe Coaft. 
She however ftill holds a very confiderable Territory on the Weft Coaft of Africa? of great Ufe for i up- 
plying her American Colonies with Slaves. She holds alio a few Forts on the Coafts of Zanguebar? of 
good Ule for her Eaft-India Voyages, and thence alfo fhe is faid to draw confiderable Quantities of Gold. 
The vaft Colony of But the great Glory of Portugal at prefent centres in her very extenfive and immenfely rich Colony of 
Brafil is the greateft Brafil in South America ? from whence fhe has her vaft Treafures of Gold and Diamonds, befides immenfe 
Glory oi Portugal. Quantities of excellent Sugars, Hides, Drugs, Tobacco, fine Red- Wood, &c. Yet Portugal? being but a fmall 

Country, (having little more than a Million and an half of People) and wanting Manufactures for the 
Supply of that vaft Country of Brafil? fhe is in no Danger of becoming formidable to the reft of Europe? 
either by an adtive Commerce, or for Naval or Land-Force; even her very Independency being purely 
owing to the mutual Jealoufy of the neighbouring Powers j of which very lately flie lias experienced the 
good Effects. She has alfo the under-named Iflands in the Atlantic Ocean? vi%. the Azores? the Madeiras^ 
and Cape de Verde Ifles -? of good Ufe both in her and our American and Eaft-India Voyages ; and alfo one 
or two other almoft ihfignificant little Ifles about or near the Equator. Her true Intereft, therefore, (and 
which hitherto flie has wifely tulrivated) is, beyond all other Confidcrations, ro keep Meafures with Great 
Britain? and to concur in prefefvihg the general Balance of Power, For, maugre all her extenfive Poflcf- 
fions in Africa and America? her Independency, Commerce, and Wealth, hang by a very (lender 
Thread. 



T>€nmarl:n commer- 
cial and naval State, or 



Denmark's foreign Commerce and naval Power, though not comparable to thole of Britain? Holland. 
France? are at tliis Time more confiderable than thofe of any other Potentate of the North. She ha« 



formerly made fundry Attempts for new Difcoveries and has been long in Pofieflion of the Caribbcc J tie 
of St. Thomas? nhd of two other left confiderable ones amongft the Virgin Ifles, where fhe has fome Su^ar- 
Plantations, which are fupplied with Negroes from her Fort of Chriftianfbw'gh on the Coaft of Gnmea. 
Thofe fmall Weft-India Ifles fchable her to difpole of fome of her Manufactures, fisfc. Yet the greateft 
Benefit fhe teaps from them is, their being neutral m the Wars between us and Prance or Spain? whence they 
hjive too often proved a Screen for dur Enemies Ships and Merchandize. Denmark has moreover been 
long in Poffeffion of Tranquebar in Eaft-India? whither fhe fends one or two Ships annually. Denmark 
A Definition of what therefore, (including her Kingdom of No?ivay) may be faid to have fome what more than a mere pqffhe 
nmy be termed an ■ Commerce? though not a general aflivc Commerce, which, properly fpeaking, belongs in a national Scnfe 
naiye and a p»(Jivt f 0 ) e jy to Britain? Holland? and France? u e. fuch a Commertc as enables any Nation to export? in her own Ship-* 
«wuojuu omiiicrce. great Bulk of her own ProduS and Manufactures 5 and, in like manner, to import* moltly in her 

own 
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own Shipping, the Produce of foreign Parts 



Nation 



-iter Jf uv* ju j j^uiiui i^v* v*. au^j 

Merchandize from the Ships and Mari 
scporc /fa;/* Part of her own Merchan- 



dize. 



State. 



Mr. Burchel? in his Naval Hiftcry, (publilhed Anno 1720.) makes "Denmark's Navy-Royal to amount 
«* to about thirty-fix Ships of the Line of Battle, befide Frigates, Firefhips, &c. all lying in good Order," 
(fays he) cc in the fine Bafon of Copenhagen-" and it is thought to be confiderably increaled and improved 
fince he wrote. Had Denmark and Norway any reafonablc Proportion of People to the great Extent of 
their Territory, they would make a much greater Figure in Commerce ? but the Want of home Con- 
itimntion for the Merchandize which they bring from the Eqft and IVeJt- Indies? &c. is Hill like to remain 



Monarchy 



Nevcrdiclefs, Dcn- 



Manufadtures ? in which, however, they are or late making conliderable Advances. 

mark? in the Scale of Europe? (more efpecially in certain critical Conjunctures, like a very late one) is of 
conliderable Influence. 

Sweden? in a commercial Senfe, is inferior to Denwa?-k. In the former Part of the XVIIth Century, SurJr-\ comrr.zr- 
fhc had made fome Settlements on rhe North End of what was then deemed Virginia? though fince c .\ p ) :irA r * lX a1 Cetl ~ 

• . — - „ - ~ uitiCm. 



New -J erf cy and New 



afterward 
Poftcrity 



ment to this Day. Sweden alio had in thole Days an m ^ 

Guinea? which fhc has long Cmcc abandoned. At prefent, flie has not any one foreign Colony, nor other 
Acquifition, without the Baltic Sea ? although,, of late Years, flie has carried on a Trade to China? from 
her fine Port of Gottenburg? with one or two Ships annually, whole Cargoes, being a great deal too 
much for her own Confumption, are moftly exported to foreign Countries, and too much of them have 
formerly been faid to have been clandeftinely run into the Briiijb Dominions, to the Detriment of our 
own Eaft-India Company, and of our King's Revenue. Although (he does not carry on a confiderably 
oreat Commerce in her own proper Shipping, yet her Iron and Copper Mines, and her naval Stores, oc- 
cafion a conliderable Refort of foreign Ships into her Ports, but principally to Stockholm. Mr. Btirchet 
before auoted. (fnb Shtno 1720,) makes her Navy-Royal to confill of forty Ships, moftly from 50 co 100 

her fine Port of Carclfcroon. Denmark? however, is laid to have of late fo far improved 



M 



a Match for her ; yet formerly, and at fome certain Conjunctures, Swedeifs naval Force has been very 
confiderable* Sweden therefore, upon the whole, has little more thanapaffive Commerce. 



tjjia has the Ports of Koningjberg? Afemel? and Pillatt? Prujsa % or the Honfc 




He has alio the conliderable Port of Embden in Eaft-Fricjland? commodioufiy fituatcd for naval Com- 
merce on the German Ocean, and for his Eaft-India Trade, of late Years eilablifhed there. Yet that 
Monarch, having but few Merchant-ftiips belonging to his own Subjefts, has not fo much as barely 

ign Acquifitions, although former 
were afterward either alienated or 



attempted to be a maritime Power ? neither has he at prefenc any foreign Acquifitions, although former 
Princes of his Houfe have had two Forts on the Guinea Coaft, which we 



abandoned 



merce. 



^ ^ 1 an aawe £>enie, little can oe laid as yet, as tnat large umpire Ruffles commci 

has but barely within the Com pals of the prefent Century fallen into any worth naming, excepting that at » nd naval State, 
the Port of yJrchangel? chough intircly a pajfvoe one. Her late Czar, juftly {tiled Peter the Great? made 
oreat Efforts for cltablifhmg an atlivc Commerce as well as a naval Power in his Empire, but failed in 
both : Rujfta? however, has fome Ships of War in her Port of Cronjloot? near her new Emporium of Si.Pe- 
terjbur^? to which laft-named Port there is a great Refort of Shipping from Britain? Holland? France? the 
two other Northern Crowns, and the Hanfe-Towns ? whence, as well as at Archangel? and other later con- 

mtities of naval Stoj~cs~ Linen and Linen-T'arn- Hemp* Flaw and 



quered Ports in Livonia? immenfe Qu 
their Seeds* Pot-JJb? Raffia Leather? ; 

Qu 



nd Rhubarb? are exported 5 and, in peaceable "Times, alio from 
^_ (ilk are exported : Neverthelels, having fo very few mercantile 

Shipping of her own, flie has merely a paffivc Commerce, and is therefore as yet unable to make any 
confiderable Figure as a naval Power, even though pofiefled of all kinds of naval Stores in great 

Plenty. 

» 

Poland having properly no maritime Port of her own, excepting that of the free City of Dantzick? all Poland's commercial 
her Commerce with Foreigners by Sea may properly be laid to centre there ; although the Ports of Bran- State 5 and aifo that 
denburz- Prttffia? and of Conrland and Livonia? have a confiderable Trade with the inland Parts of Poland of * e *£ n ? fc <£ owns 



the vei 



for her 




x m principally in the Trade 
Country in all Europe. Dantzick 
arious Kinds, £sjV. And the 



is alfo an eminent Empo K . 

like may partly be laid (though in a fmaller Degree) of the other Hanfe-Towns on the Baltic Shores of 
Germany? viz. Lubeck? iVifinat\ Rojlock? and Straelfund? although they have loft much of their ancient 
Luftre, Wealth, and Commerce. 

With refpeft to the commercial State of the reft of Germany? wc may obferve, that, after what is Germany's commcr- 
already faid of the Port of Embden? and the lalt-named four Ports on the Baltic? there properly remain cial State, fcfr. 
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Uumhir t a very cini- but two more Ports of Eminence to treat of, both fituated- near the German Ocean, 'viz. Hamburg and* 
ucivi Emporium. Bremen. The former is, next after London and Amjlcrdam* undoubtedly the moft frequented by Ships, 

from all Parts, of any Emporium in Europe ; her Situation on the Elbe enabling her to fupply the extcn-. 
five and rich Provinces of Saxony * Brandenburg* Silefia* Bohemia* Hungary* &c.. with whatever they want, 
from other Countries ; as the Sugars, Tobacco, Rice, Rum, Drugs, &?<:. pf America* from Britain* Hoi- 

d France ; Woollen Cloths in vaft Quantities, Hardware, Lead, Tin, Leather, moftlyfrom* 
itain * Spices, Silks, Cloths, Fifh, and many other Artidles, from Holland ; Wines, Brandies, 
Silks, Paper, Fruits, &c. from France* Spain* and Italy. And Hamburg brings down the Elbe* as well 
as by Land-Carriage, from die before-named Countries, immenfe Quantities of Linen of many Sorts$ J 
Thread, Tinned-Plates, Timber, Pipe-ftaves, &c. for the Ufe of foreign Nations, pardy in their own 
Shipping, and partly in foreign Shipping. 

jp.r»"» a City of Of Bremen City the like may be faid, though in a confiderably fmaller Degree, for fuppling, by the 
cuuiJerxble Com- River Prefer* the Countries of TVeftphalia* Hcjfe* &c. 

It is however obvious, that Germany* in general, can never become a maritime Power, whilft divided 
into fo many independent Sovereignties and free Cities. 

r r^mr. m ~r<-\,\ OF Italy alfo, in refpe<a of her various independent Sovereignties, may the fame Remark partly be 
z, ui:c; made; where, however, the Ports of Genoa* Leghorn* and Naples* (more elpecially the two hrflr) arc 

much frequented by foreign Shipping, which fupply them with Woollen Goods, Fi/h, Hardware, Eaft- 
India and American Merchandize, from England* France* Holland* and from Hamburg* (and other Hanfe- 

as air that of s/< A ; Towns,) Sweden* and Denmark* with Timber, naval Stores, Linen, &c. Sicily too, [generally 

deemed a Part of Italy] has the fine Port of Mejftna* well frequented by foreign Shipping. And the 
Returns from all fuch and other Italian Ports into foreign Parts, are great Quantities of raw and thrown 
Silk, Oils, Wines, Drugs, Fruits, &V. 

a n J nJfn or /v.; *'* Of all the Sovereignties in Italy* the ancient Virgin-City and Republic of Venice moft juftly merits, in 
.•-•uciiL Cnmm.r.Q a commercial Senfe, the firft and hisdicft Diftinffcion. For, although flie has never as yet gained, nor ib 
^ ,l ivT ,k,niNtVa much as attempted, any remote Dilcovery, Settlement, or Colony, without the Mediterranean Sea * yet, 

in more ancient Times, flie made a firft-rate Figure in the commercial World : And although flie has 
iince fuffered a two-fold Diminution of her Commerce and former naval Power * firfi* by the Lofs of fo 
great a Part of her ancient Territory to the Juries ; and next* from the total Deprivation of her intire 
Trade for Eajl-India Merchandize, when the Route to India by Sea was firft difcovered at the, Clofe of 
the XVrh Century 5 yetlhe ftill prudently fupports her ancient Dignity and Independency, and fhe even : 
at this Day retains a considerable Share of foreign Commerce, with, fundry Nations fituated as well with-' 
out as within x\\t Mediterranean Sea, chiefly by means of her many fine and rich Manufactures of Woollen, 
Sillc, Linen, Glafe, Gold and Silver Toys, Hardware, Gold and Silver Tiflbes, Military Arms and 
Artillery, and alfo by her Drugs, Rice, And £he has moreover ftill a reafonable potent Navy, of 

which flie has given fufficient Teftimony againft the Turks* in the Memory of many ftill living. 



pally limited to Europe* 
!W or the gradual Means 



World 



Century, Iplit the Weft 

to ftill exift% tlioup-li wirf 



F:.r*y* Stale For The fucceisful Xrruptions>of the Barbarians having, near the Clofe of the Vtli 
fiiiii#- v^cn nine* after e rn Roman Empire into fundry and feparate Monarchies, moft of which _ 
'!'!! ^ 5lL hr °%. ?. f great Alterations, unto this Day the firft Conquerors, being a fierce and warlike People, gave themfelves 
i.s- . e. cm s/..v.« incjreiy to military Atchievements ; and, having none other Right to their new Dominions but that of 

the longeft Sword, they remained conftantly in a warlike Pofture, regardlefs either of Arts or Corri- 



merce. 



■ 

In that barbarous; S.tate of Things did the greateft Part of Cbrifiendom remain for feveral fucceeding; 
Centuries with little Variation * the general Hiftory whereof is almoft intirely taken up with either their* 
fbreign or inteftine Broils, or elfe with their Monkijh and ecclefiafticai Hiftories, Legends, and Perfecu— 
tfons. The Ignorance and Barbarilm of thofe rude Times afforded, therefore, very few good Hiftoriaris, 
and, leaft of all, any curious Records relating to Commerce ; it} Times alfo when fcareely any Thing 
thatre&iiy defer ved that Appellation exifted any where without or Weft of * the Mediterranean Sea* 

t # • « 

AnA?wor«M^ To what we have already noted, concerning the Definition of an affile and of apaljme national Com- 
Ummtrnc mnv be merce, wc may add, that ewen mland Counties, ojr lueh as*have t no d i reft .Com muni cat ipn by Sea witlv 
T^u^ Wi T ot ' lc:r Countries, may nevcrtheiefs come under the Definition of the one or the other of them. For if,- 
Jxl.thMonei. a> likcfomc particular Cantons of Switzerland* they export confiderably more in Value to all other Coun- 
tries of. their own Produft and, l^anufaaures, than, they import . from all other Countries, then theirs is, 
in proportion, as truly . an <^/^Qommcr^ as^.isi thjat» : o£ any of the Countries already named* and-, in^ 
iuchfeafe, v is undoub.tedly ■ as* on the other hancH the'Reverfe will de- 1 - 

ci"caie the fame. " Yet. we may here likewife* a^mark, in x the : Contemplation even of maritime Gountnes* 
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Toward the latter End of the VHIth Century, Charlemagne* King of France^ (afterward Emperor) a The Conquers of 

c oenetratmcr and enterprifing Prince, having conquered Saxony \ (then comprehending a greater Part of Charlemagne prove 
*- 0 — t-/_ j — irV!— — — «.u_ M _- a a,-«.n ««„r r;/.»i. mbfl: t)f which the firft Means of the 



Weft andvNorth 



Revival of Coni- 



•irqmain. flourifbing even to this Day; and, by his compelling 'the Pagan Natives to embrace Cbriftwy* mcrce Jn chc north 
he laid the Foundation of their after Acquaintance with the reft of Chrifiendom ; fo that, in little more anc i we a of Exnpt* 
than a Century after his Death, Germany was become fo greatly improved, that the Emperors, his Sue- 

ir'eflbrs, chole to make that Country their conftant Rcfidence, inftead of Italy or of France. 

In the mean time, and probably even prior to Charlemagne's Conquefts, the greater and more ancient The ft cc Ch:c5 of 
Cities of Italy y which had not been quite ruined by the Barbarians* as particularly Genoa* Florence^ Pifa> l' a h were the very 
and Venice* had opened a Commerce with the Ports of the Eaflrern or Greek Empire in the Levant Seas ; ,lc vn £7o°rlie 
from whence they brought home the rich Merchandize of Greece* Syria* Perjia* Arabia* India* and TtUr Fall of 

Egypt* which afterward they difperfed into the Weftern Parts of Europe* to their own very great Enrich- the Western Empire, 
rnent : To which Correfpondence the great Refort of the Clergy to Rome* from all Parts of the Weft, 
doubtlefs not a little contributed. By the Shipping of which laid Italian Cities, what little Means for 
Trade England then had, was intircly carried on ; before the German Merchants had fixed their Refidence 
.at the Steel-yard in London* 

To the before-named chriftianizing of Germany was, moreover, intirely owing the Plantation of Chriftiani ty The northern K»ns- 
in Denmark* Norway* Sweden* and Poland* though not till theXth andXIth Centuries; being Countries ^™ h ^"^ da 
where the Roman Arms had never triumphed ; whereby a Communication was afterward gradually opened mcrc^OTfeqa^ 
between thofe till then barbarous and unknown Countries, and the other more civilized Parts of Europe* ces. 
to whom their valuable naval Stores, &c. thereby began foon after to be communicated, to the great 
future Advancement of Navigation and Commerce. 

The Lands of the feveralncw conquered Kingdoms by the Barbarians* were moftly in thofe Times fliared The Bulk of the 
between the Crown, the Nobility, and the Clergy, by Feudal Tenures : The Bulk of the common Peo- Commonalcy of 
pie being thereby in a State of Villenage or flavifh Subjedfcion to them. And fo little of independent E*g***d* had no 
Property had the Englifo Commonalty, in particular, that even a confiderable Time after the Norman Con- firUa^iLancl- holders 
;queft, the Z^yReprefentatives of the Nation in Parliament were ftiled the Baronage* i.e. the Landed-Inter eft : were Oiled Barons, 
all.'Lords of Manors being then ftiled Barons. And Sir Henry Spelman tells us, That even all Freeholders and this gave Rife to 
were originally called Barons* (as to this Day in Scotland) until in after Times, that the Freeholds came ^"^ITeKures. 
to be fplit into fmaller Parcels. Moreover, for want of Commerce and Mahufaftures, the Lands were 
with Difficulty alienable, and were therefore of a very low Value for want r df Piirchafers : Their Owners, 
therefore, unable to raile Portions for their younger Children, placed many of them, of both Sexes, into 
Convents ; whereby Induftry and legal Propagation were equally difcouraged. 

In lb dark an Age as the IXth Century, it is much to be admired, that even our great King Alfred A general View of 
could make fuch Efforts in Commerce, Navigation, and Difcoveries, as will, in its place, be feen he Rev^a" of h<? 
^ftiially did. Yet it is much to be lamented, that thofe Lights by him ftrtick out were afterward fo long Commerce. U ° pC * 
.fufrered to be extinguilhed, neglc£fced, and forgotten. King '//red's great 

. Efforts in Commerce 
and DICcovcrics* 
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Century 5 — the Conquelts ot- the uerman joitg&ts of we unjs m jfrujjia ana JLivoma* m trie A.llth ana The Cmnides for ihc 
XIII th Centuries i — -and the Eilablifhment of the famous Hanfeatic commercial Confederacy, much MjJandi 'J 1 *'"" 

about the fame Time _ 

lines, in the Weft Parts of Europe * the German K^ghw 
All which will be treated of more at Conqueils in Pny/sa* 

large in their proper chronological Order. Soi?rf£ 

Hetnje Confederacy^ 




conducive to the Increafc of Commerce and Navigation, 

Manufactures: of the Netherlands had alio" 'before beg 
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thofe 
els 



itheit?r^ Ctf^i was no other than i he-King ot* Emperor of China ? Our geograptkicai Writers, fo late as ™? 



^X^Ith! Century, wercftrangely mifled byfhe romantic^Sto^ies ot the great Chain ofTdridry* who was to Cammecce 



the Monarch of China ; And we had no certain Know 
efe difebvef fcd them in the fbrmcr 'Part of that Century 
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thcr upon Fifheries, Csfr. for Exportation ; which led them into the building of Ships of Tome Burden* 
-whereby they began, in length of Time, to have real Merchants in thofe Towns, who, as Seneca long 
fince noted, " are as beneficial to Cities as Pbyficians are to the Sick" [Mercator Urbibus frodejl, ut Medicns 
jEgrotisS\ Thofe exclufive Privileges (or municipal Reftraints) granted by our Kings to the Freemen* 
(as they were then beginning to be .called) of fuch Towns, were certainly, in the Infancy of Trade, a 
Means of fetting it forward; although, fiijce Commerce is fo generally eltabliilied, and better under- 
flood, they are, in the Judgment of almoft all wile Men, • now eiteemcd a real Obffcruction to the Free- 
dom and Extenfion of Commerce. 



Yet all this while, 
Netberla?ids, Germany 
very early Times, fia 
Staelboff] in London \ 



was intirelv fupnlied with the Mei 
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The vaft Benefit to The wonderful Difcovery of the Mariner's Compafs, at the Clofe of the Xlllth, or Beginning of the 
Commerce by the XIV th Century, (though not brought into general Ule till fome time later) undoubtedly proved greatly 
Marines Comfetfi. conducive to the Advancement of foreign Commerce as will be more fully fhewn in. irs proper 

Place. 

Fire-Artillery alfo The Invention of Fire-Artillery (occafioning, and even obliging larger Ships to be conftructcd by Tra- 
was conducive to ders) was, doubtlefs, not a little conducive to the Advancement of Commerce, for longer Voyages efpe- 
Co Ad e?" Ce LTdid° f c * al ly > as did alfo the great Shoal of Herrings, which ifibed, from their ancient Station in. the Baltic, 
alfo^l^Shoab of forth into the German Ocean. The like, though in a fmallcr Degree, may be laid of the Difcovery of the 
Herrings removing Uie of Hops for preferving of Beer at Sea j — of the Ufe of Stack-Jijh (in Voyages of great Length ;) — of 
from i he lia/fic into t j ic meliorating of Havens, Rivers, and Highways — of the Difcovery of new Manufactures, Mines, 
the Ocean. ^ moft of which will be treated of more fully in their Places. 



Eaft- Indies* and of Braftl by the Portugtiefe % and of the TVeJl- 
ts of America* by the Spaniards- have proved, in the hisheft Dc- 



Thc Difcoverics of But beyond all, the Difcovery of the 

the Voyage by Sea Indies, Mexico, Peru, Chili, and other Pai _ 
to £afi-/tiJia^and g re e, conducive to the Increafe of Europe 1 s Commerce, even in the Countries which had no Share in 
pro^cXoTall other?, thofe firlt Difcoveries, (of which more fully alio in their Places.) Moreover, fince thofe two grand Dif- 
thc moft beneficial ' coveries, many ufeful though lefier and collateral ones have been made in conlequence thereof 

to i he Commerce of 

jlv °n abortive At Even the abortive or nnfuccefsful Attempts of the Engli/h, French, Dutch, and Danes, for the two 
tempt* for commcr- hitherto impracticable North-weft and Nortb-eaft PafTages to China and India, have ncvertheleis been pro- 
cwl Difcoverics have duffcivc of fundry new and confiderable Sources of Commerce, and of the Increafe of Navigation to thofe 
been productive of Northern Countries, and to the no fmall Benefit of all the reft of Europe : For to thofe Attempts are 
Good - owing the Greenland Fifliery, the Hudfon*s-Bay Trade, and the Trade to Rujfia and Lapland* Which 

naturally brings to mind the following beautiful Simile of the Poet, though on another Occafion, ivi. 

" So, though the Cbymic his great Secret mifs, 
€C (For neither that in Art nor Nature is) 
" Yet Things well worth his Toil he gains 5 
cc And does his Charge and Labour pay, 
cc With good unfougbt Experiments by the Way 



Cowley *j Miftrefs, 



Commerce over Fo 



Fratcftaut Countrls* Prat eft ant Countries have undoubtedly confiderable Advantages beyond thofe of the Popijb Perfuafion, 
their Advantages in both in their Commerce and Manufactures, viz. Ift, As none of their ufeful Hands are fliut up in Con- 

" vents; Ildly, As they are not obliged to Celibacy; Illdly, Neither are they interrupted from following 
pijboncs. their lawful and commendable Employments, by ftipcrflicious and nonfenfical Holidays and Procefllons^ 

and, IVthly, By the latter's perfecuting all of a different religious Perfuafion from their own, whereby 
Multitudes of ufeful People are prevented from fettling in Popifl? Countries ! 

In England, the Church-Lands have been much better cultivated and improved fince they became the 
Property of Laymen \ fince which happy Period, many very important Improvements have been made by 
us y as well in Agriculture and Gardening, as in Manufactures, Mines, manual Arts, Csfr. 

England** Overfights Nevcrthelcfs, England has formerly been blameablc for fbme Obftrudtions, Ovcrfights, or Miftalccs, 
a«d Obilrutfions to re lative to her great commercial Interefts, 

her true commercial 

" ™ \ \ h ^' ie ^ ma ^ e ^ : Degree whatfbever even of negative as well as of ^^//wDifcouragemcn ts which may be inflidt- 

SS^MicJ^ edon an y S UIeC ' fober ' and induftrious Subjedb^ merely for diflenting from the Majority in purely Jpequ- 
peaceable People for lative religious Opinions, or perhaps fenfelefs Ceremonies, no way aficfHng the Peace of Society, (nor the 
differing from efla- EfTence of Cbrijl iani ty ) and relating merely to human Inventions and Inftitutions, about which Divine 
Uifhed Opinions. Revelation is abfolutely filent j are undoubtedly fo many real Obftrudtions to Commerce and Induftry. 

Had Archbifhop Laud been permitted to go on in his mad Career of Bigotry, he would have driven 
out of England all the induftrious Proteftant Walloons who had taken Shelter here from D'^'u FWG»_ 



cution in Qu 



M 



Laud plainly and infolcntly told them, ct That although the firft Race who fled hither were connived at 
cc in their Opinions, yet it was not fit that fuch a Scbifm fhould be perpetuated : Their Children, there- 
46 fore, fliould and muft be educated in the eftabliflied Religion." By the fame ill-judged and unchrif- 
tian Spirit, were great Numbers of Brownifts, or Independants, of our own Nation, driven to the Wu- 
derncfles of America, where, however, they and their Defcendents have providentially proved a very 
great Blefling to the Commerce of their Mother-Country, In planting and peopling of New-England 
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the 



1 



INTRODUCTION, « 

thr moft induftrious, potent and hitherto moft populous of all our Colonies. And the like may be faid of 

rhe Quakers, who have been fo mftrumental iii finely improving and peopling of the fertile Province of Pen- 

M-uama It would be almoft endlcfs to recount the Mifchiefs which the iaid perlecuting Spirit has done 

i n other Countries, of even Proteftants againft Proteftants, as in the free Cities of Germany and Prujia, } ^ M ^»f s Q f 

Lutherans and Cfafafeg* by Turns perfecuting each other. In JPapiJb Countries, indeed their relenticfs £~ by • 

Cruelty to Proteftants has been equally hurtful to the Perfecutors, as beneficial to the Proteftant Parts rIon 

to which the perfecuted were forced to retire. How much has that ancient, and once moft populous 

Citv of Cologne, fuflered from being guided by the diabolical Spirit of their Jefuits, in expelling all 

their Proteftant Inhabitants, who thereupon fettled moftly at Amfierdam, Bremen and Hamburgh, to the 

tn-eat enriching of thofe Cities, and the depopulating as well as impoverifhing of Cologne, which now has 

Corn and Vines growing within its Walls, where formerly ftood whole Streets of Houfes. Strajburg 

alfo fince Un prized by the French, is in like Manner emptied of its Proteftant Merchants and Traders ! 

How much has the Auftrian Dominions of Bohemia, Silefia, Auftria and Hungary, in like Sort fuffered by 

the Jefuited Councils of a blind and bigotted Set of Princes ? The ignorant Bigots of Poland have been 

orreadv euiltv of the like Madnefs. And have not Spain and Portugal more than half unpeopled their Do- 



minions, 



Expulfion of the Moors 

red thoufands (fome th 

Merchants, Traders, Manufadt 
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Millions in all) of his Proteftant Subjedts 



Prujfia? &c. to the very great Emolument of thofe Countries, the drain- 
ino- of his own Kingdom of much Wealth and People, and die transferring into thofe foreign Countries 
fundry good Manufactures* which before were peculiar to France. 

England has, in former Times, made fundry confiderable Miftakes, in Matters relating to good Policy Several other Poli 

. ^ tico commercial 

and Commerce ? as, Miilnkw of E» £ ~ 

lard 

I. [To go no farther back] King Richard II.'s negle&ing effedtually to fupport Philip Van Artevill 
againft France and the Earl of Flanders? contrary to the wife Conduct of his Grandfather, King Edward 
III. towards him and his Father James. 

m 

II. Kin"* Henry VII. 's not e£Fe£tually fupporting the Dutchefs of Bretagne 7 whereby that great and 
noble Dutchy fell into the Hands of France* to our unfpeakable Loft ; as its Situation was lb convenient 
for England's Commerce, and for keeping France in perpetual Awe of England. 

III. Oliver Cromwell's joining with France againft Spain (already too much deprefied) for his own par- 
ticular Interefts ; as King Charles II. afterward did, for fupplying his voluptuous Appetites, and for 
eftablilhing of arbitrary Power, 

IV. And (beyond all) That moft pernicious, fcandalous, and never to be enough lamented Sale of 
Dunkirk? by King Charles II. 



With 



t/livard. 



"s Miftakes 



Miflifippi 9 and our too long ncgle&ing to put a due Value on our Sugar Iflands. Yet to this it may be 



anfwered 

cnt from 
Times. 



ireumftandes, as well as thofe of other Nations 
fundry Points feem now to be practicable, which 



:arly 



VI. The yielding to France (by the Treaty of Utrecht) the Ifie of Cape Breton, and the granting like- 
wile to that Nation the Privilege of efedfcing Stages on out Ifland of Newfoundland* for the curing of 
their Filh, were great Miftakes, could wc then poflibly have prevented it. 

VII. Our not as yet buying out the reft of the proprietary Colonies on the Continent of North Ame- 
rica ? of which we have fo lately felt the Inconveniency ? the farther delaying whereof will occafion it 
every Year to become more difficult, for obvious Reafons. 

Other Miftakes at Home? not yet rectified, nor, it is to be feared, likely to be foon efFeftcd, in the 
Temper in which too' many People ftill remain ; viz. 

VIII. Our exclufivc or coercive Powers, not only vefted in the colle&ive Bodies of Cities and Towns 
corporate, but even in the fubordinate mechanical Corporation-Societies within the (aid Cities and 
Towns corporate ? whereby the moft ingenious and induftrious Artizaris are often excluded, unlefe they 
will pay large Fines for their Freedom ? the Members or Freemen of thofe (not improperly ftilcd) Mono- 
polies? being thereby enabled to impofe on the reft of the Kings Subjects* 



IX. As, 
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it is thought to be a Point of State Policy, well becoming the Regard of the Legiflature, to make the 
Naturalization of all foreign Proteftants as eafy as is confident with the full Employment of our own 
People j more cfpccially as both our Land and Naval Wars, our mercantile Navigation, and our fo- 
reign Plantations, are continually draining us of People. For this laft Realbn alfo, 

X. It is a melancholy Confideration, that although fo many able Pens have been fo often engaged in 
propofing Plans for effectually employing all our able Poor? and at the fame Time removing the fcandal- 
ous Nuiiances in our Streets and Roads, by fupporting all the difabkd : Both which great Points, it is 
thought, might be fcffeftcd, with the great additional Benefit of laving (according to fome) about half 
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a Million of Money, Part of probably double that Sum, annually raifed on* the People to 
Effe£t; yet nothing has effectually been done therein by ih'dfc wh'o alone have it in their 
about it, elpeciully in Time of Peace and Tranquillity. 



fo* little good 
Power to Tec 



XI. If all Chriftian States woukTjointly agree to have- but one and the fame Weight and 'Meaftife, 
("and poflibly too, the fame Coins in Stamp, Standard and Weight, with their Sub-divifioris} it would 
doubtleis not a little facilitate the Correlpondences and Commerce between the different Nations of Eu~ 

if all the Sub-divifions thereof were to be decimal. Bur, as fuch a harmoni- 
bc wifhed for than foon or eafily expedtcd, how much fbever it may be alt 
to have it fo ; we fliall content ouflelves with* only iiiftly blahiiho: the Ne- 



rope ; more especially, too, 




_ and Meafzirc throughout all Parts of Great 

Britain, Ireland* and our foreign Plantations •, the Want of which has been, and ever will be, attended 
with great Inconveniencies. Sir James Ware, in his Annals of Ireland, -obferves, under the Year 1498, that 
in Ireland every County had a different Meafure; not without evident Detriment to the Public: Here- 
upon he quotes Bndelius de monctis, in Behalf of the above-named Harmony. 

tc Una Fides, Pondus, Menfura, Moneta, fit una, 
cc Et Status illrefus totius Orbis crit." 
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Almoft ever fincc the Revival of Commerce in Europe, there has been a great deal written uron the 
general annual Balance of a tokole Nation* s Commerce ; a Point but little underltood, and very difficult (if 
not in fome refpefts impracticable) to be precifely afcerrained, either from Cujtom-houfe Entries, or from 
the Rates of Exchange between Nations. 

L Our Exports, fay fome, fhouid be valued as they leil in foreign Parts * and our Imports, as they 
coft us beyond Sea. 

II. All Merchandize imported merely for Re-exportation, and alio fuch as we urfc or work up in our 
own Manufactures, are far from being hurtful to our Commerce, and may even in many reipedts be 
deemed of equal Benefit with our own native Commodities, Sttch Merchandize, therefore, ought to 
be left out in the Contemplation of a general Balance being againft fuch a' Nation. 

IIL Falle Entries, for ReputationVfake (and poflibly fometimcs for worfe Ends) render Cuftom-* 
houfe Books an uncertain Guide. 

IV. Even the Courfe of Exchange may, from certain particular intervening Circumflranccs, leem to be 
againft a Country in their Commerce to 'feveral foreign Parts, although, neverthelefs, a generally gain- 
ful Commerce may be driven by that Country. Thus, (for Inftance) in England's Exchange with Hol- 
land, much of the Treafure received by the Dutch Merchants, in Spain and Vortngal, to anfwer the Ba- 
lance of Trade, which is greatly in tiieir Favour with refpeEt -to both thole Nations, is often brought 
thence in our Ships to London, and thence is tranfmitted to Holland, making a mutual Demand for Gold 
and Silver from England to Holland. This muft needs contribute to keep the Bar of Exchange againft 
tts, although our People get much more for -Freight and Commiifion than they Idle by the Courie of Ex- V 
change. — The Dividends of Foreigners in our national Funds. — four Subfidies to foreign Princes, . and 
our Appointments to our Minifters at foreign Courts.^-The Draughts of our Nobility and Gentry 011 
their foreign Travels. — Foreigners gradually felling out of our national Funds, as we go on to reduce 
the in tcreft thereof. — Arid, (what may poflibly go beyond all the reft together) the Draughts on us 
from the Northern Crowns, Riiffm, tlie Ilanje-Towris^ and indeed from all other 'Countries, to whom we 

ufually pay an annual Balance. Thefe, and "other fuch4ike Cauies occasionally occurring, may 

and do * ' ..1 . " 



even 
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lo frequently, turn againft us the Exchange with Amfterdam, the Center of Exchange for txW.Murope, 
although it may be uhivcrfally allowed, (as already noted) that we carry, on a very profitable Com** 



mcrcc with Holland itfelf, feparately confidcred, as well as with feveral other Pkrts of Em-ope 
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fuch Importations a* 
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of Eajt-India and Plantation Goods, (defigned to be^re^expor 

5 our OWh American Plantations, and oiir African Oracle, to'be deemed uniiroficA 



* • 1 * * * * 

Although, therefore, we can never, perhaps, be able precifely to dejtejui?ihc or afecrtain .the §>uaih 
turn oPany anriUdl Balance in o*qr (or any other Nation's) Favour, as fome oj^ 
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feyeral very expehfiVe foreign* Wars, ~which have much re- 
Wealth. Nevertheless, we mutt fifahgely and wilfully (hut, 
ry infallible Marks, a gradual increafe of our Commerce. 



I. .As, jirft+jhy the Acceflipn of great Numbers of induflrrious Foreigners, chiefly from France* 
fince the Relegation of the EdiiEt of Niuitz* Amio 1685, as well as by the natural Increment of our own 
People. ' \ 

II. Our tfadirig Cities aftd manufaAuring Towns are generally (and moft of them greatly) increafed in 
Magnitude and Splendor. 

III. 'At London j the Number of our Quays, Wharfs, 4 Warehoufes, and Docks below Bridge, and 
alfb the Shipping of London (as well as of moit of the out-Ports) are confiderably increafed, as is alfo, 
moreover;, the; Njumber of real Merchants, 'as well as of Wholefale and Retail Dealers, — -our Shops and 
Warehoufcs more numerous, and much better filled, — the Suburbs of Londdhare continually expandin 
themfeivtfs every Way, by new and finer-built Streets. 



S 



IV. Money is in greater Plenty, and, as an infallible Confequence thereof, its Interelt lower than 



ever. 



V. The great Increafe of the Number and Splendor of Equipages* — of Plate? Jewels, Pi&ures* Houfe- 
hold Furniture^ &c. — Greater Stocks of Cattle,- — Lands better improved £ — as are alfo Mines and 
Fiftieries, — and the like ftill more in.refpedk of our Manufactures. — Greater Portions given by all Ranks 

to Children ; — and, in general, People of all Degrees, both in Town and Country, live much better 
than formerly. 

VI. Our Navy-Royal at leaft doubled in Nuriiber, and of greater Magnitude and Weight of Metal 
in each of its Rates, than at the Revolution in 1 68 8. 

* 

All which (and fundry other Inftances, which, for Brevity's Sake, we omit) have rtot been fudden, 
but gradual, and therefore folid and rational Marks of increafing Profperity, not proceeding merely or 
folely from an Increafe of Luxury and Prodigality ; both which we muft however allow, will ever in- 
crease in fome Proportion to that of the Increafe of national Riches. England* therefore* is now un- 
doubtedly in Pofleffion of an extenfivcly a£tive, and very gainful Commerce, -beyond what any Nation 
in Europe at prefent lias, or perhaps ever had. • 



is a. principal 



:h, fome will heverthelefs plaufibly (as they think) object, that our immenfe Paper Credit An ObjcaSon an* 
Caufe of the Jpecious Appearance of Wealth, more efpecially in our great Metropolis, where / iver * d *° regard to 
(fay they) there is hot fo great a Plenty of real Money or Coin, as many would have us believe. By our ***** Crtdiu 
which the Obje&ors would feem to imply, that Paper Credit may be arbitrarily (and perhaps fome micrht 
go fo far as to fay unlimitedly) created in any Nation ; than which, nothing" is more abfurd and falfe°in 
Fa£t For, were there no other demonftrative Evidence* thereof than the famous [or rather infamous] 
Year 1720, both with regard to the Tranfactions in England and in France* that alone is fufficient to 
evince, that the national Paper Credit in every Country* [/: e. its public affignable Debts or Funds] 
as well as that of every Bank and Banker* in or x dcr to its permanent Duration and Support* muft ever bear at 
ledft a due Proportion to the real intrhific Ability or Wealth of fucb Nation* Bank or Banker. Or, in cither 
Words, (with particular Regard to national 1 Credit) That fucb Paper Credit can be of no longer folid Dura- 
tion than vohilji Men arc perfuaded that proportionable or fufficient Realties exift or remain • for circulating 
or anfivering the' fame. Or, again, That fuch a Nation muft ever be able, not only duly and pun&umlly to pay 
the Intcrefl of fuch Paper Credit, but miift likezvife be in n Condition gradually to difcharge the Principal. 
This, Thanks be to God, is ftill our owh prefent Happihefs j but, were feveral of the other Kingdoms 
of Europe (that could be. Warned) to^contra&Tolarge a public tfcbtas ours, their whole Revenue would 
r ^ rely for paying this annual Iiitercft of even a Quarter Part of our vaft national Debt: 



Wherefore 



National 



National or public Paper Credit* therefore, is not the Caufe* but purely the 1 Ejfeff of national Ability or Nntional'p^r 
Wealth ; which Pofition will equally hold good with rclpeiSt to the Paper -"Credit of Banks* and alfo of CreJu not the Cuuf* 

r- km the Eflfca of 

a national Abilitj. 




eaclijOt whole ^C&pitsusi 
oriafely. Ven tiire. toAifiu 

Capitai.of ten.Mllions Sterling t fince probably even the whttle GkiH^f Scotland touldTcarcely be fufficient 
to circulate^ the Notes of the liift-named Bank ; yet fcoth^ffie 1 faid ^ 
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bear a certain dye. F ^J,#4N» «* U*»r .real Bottom. .And thus a national Paper- 
Credit may be fitly enough paralleled to that of a more private Bank' or" Banker ; and that althou«ii 
both the one^and- the other may be, and ■ have been, often brought into DUlrefs in calamitous Timel -, 
whereby . tjjc Credit of tlie former has fometimes funk fo far in the Marketplace as to hurt confider- 
ably fuch Proprietors as had. immediate Occafion for realizing.; and die Creditors of die latter, on fuch 
an OccaOon (by a temporary Stop of Payment) have been obliged 'to wait feme time for their Money - 
yet both, having (as fuppoTed) the folid Bottom above-named, have foon ' recovered their former 
Credit: Whereas the ^ Royal Bdvk.nnd Miffijippi Stocks, and die Englijh South-Sea Stock" 
(fcrewed up to the high Price, Anno 1720, of 1,000/. far Cent.) fuddenly Ihrunk, the formcr'ib twtbinr 
in effect, and ther latter to lefs than one tenth Part of its faid nominal Value ! And the like, or worfc 
at that Time befell fuch private Bankers as ventured far out of their Depth, and loft Sijdit of the 
before-named Precaution. r 0 



is 



1 n that Refpeft fo far from being a Misfortune, (as fome have infinuated) that it is" a real and very 
confiderable Benefit to Commerce : But this can never be the Cafe for any confiderable Duration or 
in any eminent Degree, but in opulent Commercial Countries, and in fuch only wherein the Liberty 
of the whole People are inviolably eftabkfhed ! ' y 
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pm^aluVo'thc £^ " J UW P * b ? e ? Mne d th ^ feco !^ to i( ? are alfo the fineft in the World, being exported 
F'Ar-y. to almoft every Part, in immenfe Quantities. Infomuch, that fome think ihey employ half a Million 

of our People. The Mines of thofe Metals alfo, and thofe of Lead and Coals are greatly improved of 
late Years ; as are alfo our Ftfberies j which laft, we hope, may in the End be crowned with Succefs 
notwithftandmg fome unpromifing Appearances. The Linen Manufactures and fine Fabricks of Scot- 
land and Ireland are alfo of late Years become immenfe, and may probably employ in thofe Parts near 
as many Hands as our Metallic Manufa&ures do in England. 

Our unmanufactured Wool alone, of one Year's Produce or Growth, has been eftimated to be worth 
two Millions Sterling ; and when manufactured it cofts or is valued at fix Millions more ; and is thought 
to employ one Million and an 1 half of our People in its Manufafture ; whereas in old Times all our 
Wool was exported unmanufactured, and our own People remained unemployed ! 

Zt n h A B ab °TSir 6 ° Yc f " ag ?°' °? H r" le m ^ re> the whole Rental of ^ Land and Houfes did 

not exceed five Millions but, by the Increafe of Commerce and Manufactures, the Rental is now in- 
creased to about fourteen Millions and fome think confiderably higher : Of which vaft Benefit to rhe^ 
Landecl-Intereft our Nobility and Gentry begin to be fully fenfible,. and confequcntly of the immenle 
Increafe of the fuU Value or Fee-fimple of all their Land } as by the following Computation, viz 

*~ The JP*-f°i Millions of Land-Rent would, 300 Years ago, have fcarcely yielded 
ten Years Purchafe, or - 1 - 

' " " ~ ------ Millions. 

2. But the faid fourteen Millions may, at this Time, be eftimated, -civ:, ten Millions 
in Lands, (Copyholds, included) on an Average, at or near twenty Years Purchafe - 200 

3. And four Millions m Houfes, (now fo vaftly improved and incrcafed) at eight Years 
Purchafe, on a Medium - * 

- - 32 

Total Value of our prefent Rental - „„„ a/r;// . " 

Deduct the Value of the Rental 300 Years ago I f 0 Millhns 

Total increafed Rental in 300 Years Space 1 8 2 Millions. 

It is quite immaterial whether this incrcafed Computation be minutely exact: For, as it is not probably 
Illthlt is tended" ' * the of ™ S^al Pofition, KllSZ 

Yet this fo vaft an Increafe of our Rental is far from being all the Benefit accruing from our incrcafed 
Commerce The immenfe Increafe of our perfonal Eftates aTiting therefrom, in Plate yJ/fS^ 
fifthS Li ^™*^k C 0i ™^ HorfeSy % nd ocher battle, 5', J Thdfc B Iy'; 

1 J i l ] ,C , rupP 2 fe r d t0 h ? ve ^ Pace w,th the incrcafing Value of our Rents. To thefc mnv be nfl v 
added the vaft Increafe of all Kinds of Merchandize, with which our Warehoufcs and ^s1io P 7 ar A wavs 

t U T e f Vlfible t0 f U L. ^ S t0 t ? he Monc y out at Intcreft > due by private Perfons or in 

£ « Jb i ,c 1 f unds5 1 ,c W P robab > be objefted, That it is only one Hand oving I Inotber . kZ ZS- 

Commerce would, infallibly fink the Value and Rents of Lands 1 1 a Rnl lar P^orrion oS7 Cities Tnd 

might in Time fcarcely be fuffacient to fupport 2? numbeaorf ^Teftitute of 1 E^entl 

In 



-And alfo it) pcifi nnl 
}.:latc. 



The fnd EfTcas of 
any fttppoft:cI Dc- 
clenfion of our 

Commerce. 
The Britijh Landed 

and Trading Inter ells 

mull (land and fall 
together. 
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Merchants, Traders* and Mahufa£t 



(at the worft) and doubtlcfs would fnoftly remove to other Countries ; whilft the former muft neceflarily 
ftick to their JLands, which then would find but very few Purchafers, and at low Rates ! The bare* 
Poffibility of fo fad a Declenfion ought furely to keep us perpptually watchful ; more especially as almcfl: 
every Nation ih Europe is kfc' this Time eirrierfly Arriving to rival us either in- our Staple Mrinufa&ures, 
our Filhcries, our Plantations, or our Naval-Power. So long ago as the Year 1680, Sir William Temple i 
(in his Mifcellanies) obferves, That cc Trade is grown the Dcfig)z of ,all the Nations in Europe that arc = 
*c poflejfed of any MaPitinie Provinces * as being the only unexhaufted Mine* and out dfwhofe Trcafures all Great- j 
< c 7tefs at Sea naturally arifes." And Lord Fcrulam* (that great Glory of our Ifle) treating [in his Advance- c 
ment of Learning] of the Advantages of Maritime Greatnefs, finely obferves, (150 Years ago) That I 
< c He that commands at Sea is at great Liberty '* and may take as much or as- Utile of the IVar as he Jball judge 
cc propel" : Whereas* Potentates who are merely ftrong at Land, are 7 notwithftanding their Land Superiority* 
<e frequently reduced to great Difficulties ; And the Riches of both the Indies fee?n in a great Degree but the 



porta nc 

rce and 



Conference of the Command of 



a J o 



in Maritime Strength to every other Nation whatever. This S 
quiring or implying a proportionable Superiority .of Maritime 



juft Remark has been confirmed in the Years 1759, 1760, 1761, and 1762 ? 

Our great Rivals on the Continent, it is true, think therrifelves obliged to keep up vaft flranding 
Armies J^in Time of Peace as well as in War * but then, being hedged in on every Side by a double or treble 
Chain of ftrons Fortrefies, thev have thereby fufficient Time and Means to prevent a Surprize. This is 

t be conftantly and very conjiderably Jiiperior 
iperiority of Naval Power, neceflarily re- 
Commerce* lets before us in the ftrongeil 

r j — 's to increafe our Shipping and Mariners. 

And it fhould ever be uppermoft in our ThoOghts, That* without fnch a conjlctnt Superiority on the Ocean, On Britain's lade- 
it will be abfolutely impoffible for Britain to preferve its external Independency, and, in conference, its internal ^ n ^J^£^^ 1 
Free Confutation I And, by way of Corollary, let us add, That, if ever Britain's external Independency ^Jj^ 1 " ******* 
Ihould be loft, we may (too probably) foon bid farewel to the like for all the reft of the Nations of 
Europe that Jfhall dare to oppofe any over-grown Tyrant ! 

With refpe£t to the Produ£fc.and Manufactures of Britain, we muft allow, That our own People are, Ourfclvcs by far the 
queftionlcfs, by far the greateft Confumers of them. If, for Inftance, or Uluftration, Great-Britain (as grcateft Confumcrs^ 
has generally been (aid, and nearly proved) contains above [but wc will now only fuppole that Num- Manvifa&urcs. 
berj 8 Millions of Souls * and that (as is alfo thought) every Soul, one with another, or rich and 
poor* young and old* on an Average, fpends annually feven Pounds 5 then their whole annual Expcncc 
will be at leaft 56,000,000 /♦ 

Thus proportioned, viz. 



1. Haufe-Rents - - - - 4 Millions. Total annual Ex- 

a . Of foreign Wares imported tjey may fpend - ~ " ~ ~ 4 MiiBms. FS^rfEnS? 

3. And of our own Produ£fc and Manufactures they may probably confume and fpend (Ex- r 
portations included) to the Value of - - - - - -- -- -- -- -- - 



48 Millions. 



4. It is moreover ufually computed, That the total Amount of our faid annual Exports to all foreign 
Countries does not exceed 8 Millions in our own Produ£b and Manufactures, and thofe of our Planta- 
tions and foreign Faftories. 

5. And, confequently, the Remainder of our Produ6t and Manufactures, being 40 Millions, is con- 
fumed at Home. 

In the Year 1753, there happened to be a learned Dilpute between two Gentlemen of Edinburgh, 
(Mr. Wallace and Mr, Hume) upon a Queftion, Whether the ancient World was or was not more popu- 
lous than the modern World ! That Controverly [in Print] loon reached foreign Parts ; which Dif- 
putc occafioned Monficur Deflandes to write a Letter from Stockholm to France \ wherein he ftates the 
Numbers of People, at this Time, in the fevcral Countries of Europe* &c. m 



1- In Spain and Portugal - - -- -- -- -- - - - - - - - 6 Millions. Number of Souls in 

1. In France [the molt modern French Author of Les Inter els de la France maUentendns every Country in 

makes the People of Trance but 17 Millions} - - - - - ~ - - - - . - - 20 

3. In Germany and Hungary - - - - - 

4. In the 17 Provinces of the Netherlands - 

5. In Denmark, Norway* Sweden* and Rnfjta * 



20 



16 



[* My Lord JVhitwortFs Account of Ruffia, as it was Anno 17 10, makes the People 
of all Ruffia to be only 6,540,000. If fo, then Denmark* Sweden* and Norway, are over- 
rated confiderably.] 

6. In Italy and the Ifles adjacent [i. c. Sicily, Sardinia* Corjica* Malta, See.] - - - n 

7. In England [probably he includes Scotland and Ireland* whereby he is at leaft 2 Millions 

— — — — - ~ — S 



fhort] 



8. In Turkey in Europe 

9. In Poland and Prttffia 



10 
7 



Total People in all Europe [by this Frenchman's random Computations] - - 109 Millions. 



And in all Afia 

in all Africa - ~ - - 
in all Amei'ica - - - - 

Total Number of People in all the Earth 



400 
100 
120 



729 Millions. And in all the 
' y Earth* 

— — ■ -| - 1 -1 - a ■ - _ m _ t - ft 1 ~r*1 

The 
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The probable Num- 
ber of People in 
Great Britain and 

I rtlttmL 



Numbers of the 

People of En^lnni 

iii various PcrioJs. 



The above-named Mr. Wallace had conjectured, there might be a thouland Millions in all the Earth, 
which probably induced the Frenchman to dilplay his Talents.in Computation. 

With refpcCt to Great Britain and Ireland? jointly confidcred, furely De/landes is miftaken, [and pro 
bably in other Countries too] many being of Opinion, that they contain at leaft io£ Millions of People 
Which probably may be thus diftributed, viz. 



1 . In England, moderately taken 

2. In Scotland • •• 

3. In Ireland* nearly and more certainly computed, 

Protefiants? very near 
Papifis? fbmewhat more than 



7 Millions, 



from the Bifhops Books, &fc . wz. 

600,000 I 

1,400,000 y 



Total, in Great Britain and Ireland? 



joi. Millions, 



Many conjecture, that England alone, lince the Reformation from Popery, is increafed two Millions of 
People. Dr. Davenant? however, in his EJfay on the Balance of Trade? (publifhed Anno 1699,) quotes a 
Manufcript of one, (whom he ftiles the ingenious Mr. Gregory King) exhibiting the Numbers of People 
in England? at the following Periods, viz. 



2. 



When Julius Cafar fir ft invaded ir, about 

At the Incarnation of our Saviour, increafed to 



3 . At the Norman Conqueft, to 

4. About 200 Years later, viz. Anno 12.60 



5 



Laftly, (according to him) in about 425 Years more, the People of England may ? 
have doubled the lafl>named Number, viz. in Anno 1685, about « i 



People* 
3 60, 000 
400,000 
2,000,000 
2,750,000 

5,5oc,ooq 



Po bably now near 
7 Millions of Souls ; 
and fome think 
more 9 even to 8 
Millions. 



That Commerce is 
in perpetual Fluctu- 
ation ; of which In- 
ftanccs are given ; 
and from whence 
Inferences are to be 
drawn. 



Thefe vague and uncertain Conjectures (for they are merely no other) 

We fhall, 



_ ^ might cafily be cavilled an by 

others? with perhaps as plaufible an Authority : We fhall, however, only here remark, That, by the 
Bifhop's Survey, Anno 1676, the People of England were reckoned near 6 Millions, eighty-fix Years 
ago. 



And that, by the great Acceflion of pcrfecuted and neceflitous Foreigners? and of Scots and Irijh? fincc 
then, and alio from our ordinary Increafe by Generation, fome conjecture England may now have very 
near, if not quite, 7 Millions of People, at this Time. Some others will even have them to be about 8 
Millions of People* which furelv is carrying: it too high. 



The Commerce of the World being in perpetual Fluctuation? we can never be too watchful, not oftly 
for preferring what we are in Poffefiion of, but for laying hold of the Miftakes or Negligences of other 
Nations, in order to acquire new Branches thereof. Who could have dreamt 300 Years ago, that thole- 
Ports of the Levant from whence, by means of the Venetians? England? and almoft all the reft of Chriftcn- 
dom? were fupplicd with the Spices, Drugs, of India and China? ffiould one Day come themfelvcs 
to be fupplied therewith by the remote Countries of England and Holland? at an cafier Rate than they 

theEaJl ? — or, that Venice fhould afterward lofe to Lifljon the 



Lift* 



lucrative Trade of fupplying the reft of Europe therewith ? — or, 

the fame to Amjlerdam? — or that Amjlerdam and Haerlcm Ihould gradually lofe [as in Part has already 
happened, and likely more and more to happen] their famous and fine Linen- Manufactures, to Scotland 
and Ireland? We need not add, the various Removes of the Staple for the fVoollen Manufacture, which 
was firft at Venice? Florence? Pifa? and Lucca? upon the early Revival of Commerce after the Fall of the 
Weftern Empire; from whence the Bulk of it removed, about 800 Years ago, to the Netherlands 5 — and 
from the Netherlands? about 200 Years ago, into England? — or that the great Supply of Sugars to all 

in too great a Degree, from London to the Ports of 



Lifa 



IV itches 



France Fine Toys, Habcrdajh 

and Germany into England. The various Removes of the Herri ng-Fifhery, alio, are remarkable, as 
will be feen in its Place. Thefe, and many more Inftances, which (were it neceflary) mio-ht be o-iven 
render feveral of the Axioms and dogmatical Opinions of fome of our older Writers upon Commerce un- 
fafe to be relied on, as more fully noted in our Preface. Even that excellent Treatile of Sir Jojiah Child 
is already fbmewhat liable to this Caution ; efpecially when writing on the Hutch Commerce, then in its 
full Perfection, though lince confiderably eclipfed. 

The Dcclcnfion oF The old Republics and free Cities of Italy? which were the firft Revivers of Commerce in the South? 
almoii all the Re- as the Hanfe-Towns were in the North? are almoft all declining frpm their priftinc commercial Greatncfs* 

without one fingle Exception, (but Leghorn? a modern free Town) with regard to thofe of Italy? and 
^r^tfS^^ f ewornone with regard to the Hanfe-Towns, Hamburg excepted. Such Changes have indeed alld'hap- 
oeiiSTat prckmnU pened in very ancient Times, even fo far back as Herodotus? 300 Years before the founding of Rome 

who obferves, «« That feveral of the Cities of Phenicia? which were formerly great? were, in his Time* 
A * become inconftderable ? and fome other Cities, which, in his Time, were large, had formerly been 
tc little." * 



& c. from France 



public* and free 



limit die uijiy lix- 
r.-jjiioii 



In the middle Ages, we ihall fee, that the like Dcclcnfion happened to the famous commercial Port 
of IVijbuy? and of Jtdin? and to the mercantile Cities of Hardewick? and alfo of great Novcgrod in Ruffia: 
'The only Crimes of molt of which Places (in Germany) feeming to have been their great Wealth and 
their unhappy Situation too near fome all-alpiring Tyrant, * 



The 



INTRODUCTIO N* xv 

The above-named prefent Dcclcnfion of certain free commercial Cities maypofiibly be heady accounted 
for from the general Turn of the great Monarchical Countries, of late Years more than formerly, to 
Commerce, Navigation, and Manufactures. 

Before England had foreign Colonies and Factories, our general Commerce was comparatively incon- Rnih.rfs I./iv com- 

. - ■ - : na "- 1 ~ v — 'xx/^-ii— Draoerv- Lead, and Tin ; in mcrcirj Sc-tc heroic 



fiderable. 



Woollen 
Woollen Manufacture 



meat 



very little ? and that Florence and Venice were chiefly confined to the fupplying the Countries within the 
Mediterranean therewith. So that, in effe£t 9 we enjoyed almoft a Monopoly of that Manufadture for 
the Weft and North Parts of Europe before the Year 1640 ? Spain and Portugal being then almoft inrirely 
fupplied by us with light Draperies, as well for their home Confuniption, as for that of their extenfive 
Colonies from whence, in Return, we were, in thole Days, fupplied with the Sugars, Tobacco, Drugs, 
" which we now have from our own Plantations, For this Reafbn, our old commercial Writers are 



tec 



Manufactures 



Lead? Leather? Coals? and fome other fmaller Articles, were all we pretended co call our ftaple Com 
modifies. 

With refpeft- to our Importations, Venice firft, and Lijbon next, fupplied us with the Merchandize of 
Haft-India* &c. — The Hanfe-Towns with naval Scores, Copper, Iron, Linen, and even with the beft of 
our Shipping. -Germany alio, with Linen, Tin-plates, and Hardware, even Jb low a* to Nails them- 
selves. trance fupplied us, in great Abundance, with Silks, Linen, Wines, Brandies, Paper, Toys, 

and Frippery. How happy then is the Change in our National Circumftanccs, lincc we have had slmeri- £ Vf .v,..y\ hnpp 2r 
can Plantations, the Demand from whence, of all Kinds of Merchandize, having fo greatly excited our 1 <'t..': *}.-. 



People at home to the Improvement and Increafe of our old Manufactures, and to the Introduction of '|? 
new ones ? Whereby, and lilcewife by the vaft Increafe of the Productions of our American Plantations, , ,a : " 4 "* 
we have got rid, for the molt Part, (though not as yet entirely) of a precarious Dependence on other 
Nations, for what we now either manufacture much better at Home, or elle are fupplied with from our 
own Plantations and foreign Settlements, in exchange for our native Commodities, initead of our for- 
merly fending out much of our Treafure for the fame ? 1 low greatly are our Cuiloms thereby increafed, 
from 36,000/. at Queen Elizabeth's Death, to 400,000/. at the Reiteration of King Charles If. and to 
folk" times this laft Sum at the prefent Time ? How vaftly is our great Metropolis increafed, from little ' \ crrnfr 
above 200,000 Souls, with all its Suburbs on both Sides the Thames? at the laid Queen's Death, to about 
(or very near} four times as many at prefent ? 



Lu.\:« £ "z be:b* 



Our American Plantations, therefore, by the vaft Increafe of their People, and of the Commodities by ° Plin- 
them railed for our own Ufe, for our Manufactures and Re-exportations, and more especially by the per- l ; s: ; f '"; 




petually increafing Demands from thence of ; 
Quantities 9 (whereby probably about or near 

dreds of ftout Ships, and many Thoufands of Mariners, con (tantly employed 7 much Wealth, and con- 
fiderable Quantities of Bullion of both Gold and Silver, continually brought home to us) do unduubt~ 
edly, at prefent more than ever, demand of us the jirjl and higbejl Regard, preferably to any other com- 
mercial Conlideration whatever: More especially, if we do but duly confider, that, by the additional 
Wealth, Power, Territory, and Influence thereby now thrown into our Scale, we are enabled to prelrrvc 
our dearelc Independency with regard co the other Potentates of Europe ? fome of whom are, in little 
more than one Century pa It, fo increafed in Power and Territory, as to have long fince given ahrminj, 
Apprchcnfiuns to all their Neighbours. 

The Commerce we now carry on with our faid American Plantations is lb vaft, as probably already to T; .v ■ 
equal in Quantity, and to exceed in Profit* all the other Commerce we have with the reft of the World. 4 r ? 
And it being inceflantly increafing, in proportion to the Increafe of white People there, they are perpe- - 
tually increafing their uleful Productions, cultivating new Plantations, and fucccftfullv attempting new 
Materials for Commerce ? as SUA'? Indico? Coffee? Potajb? Drugs for Phyfic, Dyers, and Painters, &?r, in \ r* 
more cfpecially in our line Continent-Colonies of Carolina and Georgia? which, in the Opinion of very 
knowing Perlbns, arc capable, with proper Induftry, of railing the fined Productions of all the three 
Divifions of the old World, as well as of that of the new one. In Colonel John Pun? 7 * Memorial to the 
Duke of Nnccqflle? then Secretary of Stale, in the Reign of King George L and which he afterward 
printed, Anno 1724, upon his Application for his carrying into Carolina a Colony of Prot eft ant Sivitzcrsx 
he lays it down as a Pojlulatum? " That there is a certain .Latitude on our Globe, fo happily tempered 
** between the Kxtremes of Meat and Cold, as to be more peculiarly adapted than any other for all the >«oi.il«a on, 1 \m 
tc faid rich Production* : and he feems, with Judgment, to have fixed on the Latitude of 33 Degrees, ! h ^. lJ , 
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cc (whether South or North) being that of Carolina? as the identical one for that peculiar Character." irrAuiwiu ^di-! 
That ienfible Man, (a Native of Swit -a land) whom the Author of this Work once converfed with, had uvc m the/c ic.t" 




pcriuacte nicm to piant new colonies on tr.e v_oaic 01 Caffres? [near their Colony at the Cape of Good Hup, 
and alio on the Land of Nnyts? on the Southern hitherto implanted Continent called Nav- Holland? not far 
South from their I (land of Java? both lying near the faid Latitude of 33 Degrees: " A Latitude," (fays he) 
<c molt fit for riucs^ anil other excellent bruits and Plants ? whereby the Company would be enabled to 
ct fupply their Kaft- India Settlements with Wines, Fruits, Oils, and Corn, which now coll them fo great 
cc an Kxpence bought of and from the Europeans." But in this Memorial, Purry? it feems, touched on 
Jbme Points which the Company judged improper to be publijhed? and which conltrained him to leave 
Holland. His next Application was to the French Miniitry, by adapting his Scheme to feme of the 
foreign Settlements of France. But their Reference to the French Academy of Sciences produced the fol- 
lowing cold Anlwer, viz. . That they could not judge of Countries which they had never feen / Laft of all, he 
prelented the above-named Memorial, Anno 1721; wherein he fets forth, from indifputable FacTs, 
4t That the identical Latitude of South Carolina, [which then comprehended the Country fince named 
Vol. I. f 
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rees, either North or South of the Kquator, will ever be found td lie pro- 
, Fruits* Drugs* Sec. of any Part whatever on die terraqueous Globe, all 
other Things being fuppofed equal, /. e. provided there be no natural Impediments, fuch as Rocks* 
JMarflies, fandy Dciarts, tsJV. A Latitude," (fays he) tc which, by the Moderation of its Hear, ami 
Temperature of its Air, fheds Fruitfulnefs oa the Earth* and Happincfs on Mankind in general; 




**" dfl.the North Side of the Equator, as Chili and Rio de la Plata on its South Side, mult be Countries 
tc preferable to any in all America* as being all fituated about or near the laid 33d Degree. It is," (con- 
tinued he) c< a Confequcnce that never fails. Thus Andalufia is the bttft of all the Provinces of Spain* 
tC as coming nearer to our 33d Degree : So sre, for the fame Reafon, Langucdoc and Provence the befl 
in France? and Naples and Sicily of all the Italian Dominions." 
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ft 

He r.vxt iiicws, tc That Carolina is 



proper for producing the bell Silk in the World, as being fitter wx i';e breeding of Silk-worms, than 
either France^ Spain? or Italy \ as it is ailu or (Vines* Oils, Cotton, hidico* IVax* Fruits, Cocoa-nuts* 



Timber, Tar? Flax* IJem* Rice? Wheat, &c. " The Prcfaccr of the Englifh Tranflation of the laid Me- 
morial alledges, that our great Sir Tfiiac Newton did, in general, agree 10 the Principles of rhis fame 
Opinion, 

What he then foretold concerning Silk and Indico? has fince been verified abundantly already in Caro- 
lina ; as have alio been the excellent Productions of the WincS and Fruits fince railed on the Coall of 
Caffres? under the Dutch Government of the Cape of Good Hcpe. Rice was a litde before begun to be 
railed in Carolina-* and has fince been fo far increafed as to have produced, in fome Years, from 8c,ooo 
to 104,000 Barrels for Exportation ; in lb much, that it grew to be more than could be vended to Ad- 
vantage; which, it feems, was one Occalion of their falling into Indico, now alio brought to a great 
Degree of Perfection. The Production of Rice at Carolina was as accidenral as was that of Sugar long be- 
fore at Barbadoes* (of which in its Place) and therefore deferves likewife to be commemorated for the 
Encouragement of fuch-like future Attempts. It leems, the Captain of a Ship from Madagafcar* touch- 
ing at Carolina* in the Reign of the late Queen Anne? left, with a Planter there, a imall Bug, not exceed- 
ing a Peck of Seed-Rice, by way of Experiment : And, loon after, Mr. Da Hois* then Trcafurer of our 
Eaft-India Company, lent thither from hence, for the like Experiment, a Bag of another Sort of Seed- 
Rice : And, after feveral Trials of both thole Sorts, the Planters at length found out the true Method, 
of cultivating and dreffing them to Perfection. 

Their Silk (though more flowly) incrcafcs in Quantity every Year, and is in Quality, on the ftricteJft 
Examination, found to be excellent. Their Pitch and Tar are not hitherto quite fo good as \vhat is 
brought from Sweden ? yet, by a farther Continuance of the Bounties thereon, and on fome other new 
Productions, they may probably be brought to Perfection in a reafonable Time. 

The faid Colonel Puny? fome Years after, fettled, with a Colony of his Country-people* on the River 
Savannah* which parts Carolina from Georgia where he has perpetuated his Name, by founding the 
Town of Pttrryjburg* in which the Poftcrity of thole Protcftant Sivittzers remain at this Time. 

Our Planters in thofe and our other Colonies are laid to be diligent in procuring and tranfplanting, 
from Italy? Barbaty* Syria? Arabia* Pcrjia* and other Eaftern Parts, many Kinds of new Seeds, Plants, 
and Roots : In Carolina and Virginia? they have found feveral excellent originally-native Productions or 
Aborigines, fuch as Snake-root, Safiafras, and, of late Years, alfo the famous Root called Genfeng? fo 
highly celebrated in China. 



growing in Europe. 



In Carolina? too, they have now got Plenty of Lemons and Oranges^ which are faid to furpafs any 

Judicious Mr. Jojbua Gee* in his lmall but excellent Trcatife, publiflv 
ca/f»w 1729, [intitled, The Trade and Navigation of Great Britain conJidered?\ allures us, that the Hemp 
xyi Virginia has, upon Trial, been found to equal, in Goodncfs and Strength, that of Ancona in Italy* 
allowed to exceed any other Hemp in Europe. * 

The fine Provinces of Virginia and Maryland produce the belt Tobacco in the World for crencral Ufe, 
of which, it is faid, above the Value of 6co,ooo /. Sterling is yearly brought to Europe* in near "00 Sail 
of our own Shipping, bringing in a Revenue of about or near 200,000/. by the Cuftoms on it. ° About 
three Fourths of which Tobaccojs annually re-exported to other European Countries. Iron* alfo, is now 
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of the American cc 

Plantation? to Great cc 

II r: tarn. 



?'eady 

m reuow-subjects, in exchange for 

...... • - . For ' fincc wc havc not Cord-wood 

in England, either at a reafonable Price, or in a luflicient Quantity, for refining (as it is faid) above one 

third Part of the Iron we ufc ; and as Sweden may fome time or other take the like unreafonable Advan- 
tage of us in this Commodity, as they did in the Article of Tar? yhino 1703, it is therefore furely the 
higheft Wifdom, to have all fuch Commodities intirely from our own Colonies. cc It is almoft inipoi- 
" lible" (fays the faid ingenious Mr. Gee) " to find out five fuch n<*rr*fl7irv A * c -~ — F 



1 neceilary Articles as Hemp, 
iron* and Poiafh* for carrying on the Manufactures ■ 

Trouble. 



Lt 



Money ought to be advanced by the Nation, for the Propagation of fuch ufeful Material" 
it they come to be raifed in fufficient Quantities in our Plantations, there needs not to be 
Per/on in Great Britain and Ireland; though, it is laid, there is now near one Million idle of 
o U .t or other.— Not one fourth Part" (continues he) « of the Product of our Plantations redounds 
to the Profit or the Planters themfelves : For, out of all that comes hither, they only carry back 
** Cloatlung and orlier Accommodations for their Families, all of the Manufacture or Merchandize of 
« this Kingdom j and, if they have any Thing to fpare, it is laid up hercj and their Children are fen t 

6 ««• hither 



INTRODUCTION. 



« hither for Education. There are very few 

" have fame Dependence on die Plantation-trad 
«t Cochineal might be produced in Carolina;" [ft 

encouraging 

*c w ;ir\ Olive-trees, Roftn, Turpentine, Iron-ft 



Mr 



the Kingdom, but 

hat 7Vrt, Coffee j and 



1760, and 1 76 jt ? ] L * which, with 
Pipe-ftavesj Majis 7 Tards, Hides* 



Buck-wheat. 



cc 



duftions of oUr fcveral Colonics, is fuch a Catalogue ot molt excellent ana uiciui wxercnantuze as can- 
not eafily be matched in any cultivated Country of Cbrijlendom. By all which Means together, we might 
fave ahevc two Millions annually, which -we now pay to foreign Nations, and to our own [unemployed] 

Poor." 

k3» Our American Feilow-fubje&s are at length become an immenfe Market for our Woollen* Silk, 
men and Metallic Manufactures & — for Houfehold-furniture of all Sorts, Apparel, Plate, Pictures, 



Jewels, 



Medicines, fomc Materials 



Trade with them is ?iot like thole carried on with foreign Nat 




Wrflw Colonics cUficr? 
ftom all its oti.cr 



Man ufadt arcs 



The fagaclous Sir Jofiah Child, many Years fince, obferved, That every white Man in our /aid Colonics 
finds Employment for four times as many at home. Now, fiippoiing that, fince his Time, there may be 
350*000 white Men in all our Colonies, (exclulive of Women and Children, and alfo of Negro-Slaves, and 
including about 1 2,000 Sailors, employed as well in their own Fifheries as in the coafting Trade, and in that 
alfb between the Continent and Ifland-Colonies, in 2000 Vefielsof their own, great and fmall) then is Em- 
ployment given to no fewer than One Million of our own People at home. And* as all our Commerce with 
America, (including the Negro-T radc) may probably employ 1200 Sail more of our own Britijh Shipping, and 
20i ooo Sailors, it is eafy to conceive how vaftly profitable our faid Plantations are to us in every View j 
whether by fetting on Work fuch immenfe Numbers of our Manufacturers and Artificers of all Kinds, 
or of Employment of our Sailors, Ship-builders, and all the Trades depending thereon. How tena- 
cious, then, ought we ever to be for the Prefervation of every Foot of Ground of fuch invaluable Pofief- 
fions ? Yet how fupine and negligent have we too often formerly been in ailerting and fupporting our 
juft Claims in that Part of the World ? Did not the late Captain Thomas Coram, (though a plain Man) Ko^aSco'ia too tang 
in the Year 1 735, in a Memorial and Petition to the Privy-Council, clearly (though in his blunt Manner) negicfcd, though 
reprefent the then unfettled and very hazardous Condition of Nova Scotia, and its imminent Danger from »ow allowed to bts 
the French? which, however, was difregarded, till after the Peace of Aix la Chapelle, when his Plan was ^^ a oi 
purfucd * by which Delay, our Enemies had fo many more Years of Leifiire to make farther Encroach- 
ments on a Province, fince univerfally allowed to be the important Key of all North America, not by its Fer- 
tility, but Situation 5 and how much Blood and Treafure has that fatal Neglect fince coft: us ! 




are di (played 



How watchful ought we alfo to be of our Ifiand of Newfoundland ? For, although, througli its A «r« **J#W** Br- 
natural and incurable Sterility, it is not like ever to be rendered confiderable merely as a Plantation ; yet, neJU* Jim- our FiHicry ; 
for the Sake of its good Ports, and of our great Fifhery on its Banks, valued at 300,000 /- Sterling, added 
annually to the national Balance or Stock in our Favour, it is of very great and univcrfally-acknowlcdged 
Importance to us. 

The lame might have been faid of the vaft Countries within the Streight and Bay of Hudfon, before we a $ alfo x\\c Countries 



V/ere pofieffed of Canada, where, although (for the like Realbn) Plantations may probably never take place, round lUsjci** Bay 
it is ncverthelefs undoubtedly our JolicT Intereft, notwithftanding our now ftipularcd PoJTefiions of Canada, 
the belt Part of Lcuifiana, and all the Country of Florida, to protect: our Company's Forts, and their Trade and 



Boundaries; whither, too, in the Opinion of fome intelligent People, a more extenfive Commerce with the 

i t 1 ... . -i_ __...r. . itr 11 TViT_^_ii:_ 1 r : iv /r ^ ..it., in r : „ .1 „ _ - . 



the 




doubtlefs, his iVIajefty, for the Benefit of Commerce, would be gracioufly pleafed to grant: For the prefent 
f-fudfon v s-Bay Company is not an cschifive one. Yet as this Company's Forts (fuch as they are) were erected 
at their oxvn Expence, they have an undoubted Right to exclude all others from taking the Benefit of their 
Protection, without their Leave firft obtained 2 Wherefore, fuchpropofed new Company might creel Forrs 
of their own, in other Parts of the widely-extended Countries round that vafl Bay, and might trade with the 
Savages thereof, without interfering with the prefent Company ; or eife might^be enabled, for a valuable 

M 1 m |V « • I *^ 111" 




porteu, ror au ms 

private or feparate Tadcrs being univerially known to take more Pains, and to manage more frugally, than 
Companies can or will ever be able to do! 

Such 



, ltt I N T R ODUCTI O N. 

Such feparatc Traders, too, in trading far up into the Country Weflrward, might poflibly be more like- 
]y to find the ib much and fo long fought-for North-weft Paflagc to China and Japan* than the Company 
is ever like to do. But of that fuppofed Pafiage, more will be faid in its hiftorical Places. Yet we may 
here note, that our late kind Neighbours thcFreuch of Capiadahavc formerly encroached on our undoubted 
Boundaries, by advancing their Frontier-Forts too near to ours on the South Boundaries of the Hudfotfs 
Bay Countries, contrary to the Limits fettled (though too carelefly) in confequence of the Treaty of 
Utrecht which Boundaries, it is to be hoped, there will not now be any more Occafion exactly to 

ascertain. 

The enfuing Hiflory will but too plainly fhew, how carelefs fbme of our former Kings have been of 
their remote American Territories and Conquetts ; and how eafily they, in early Times, gave up Provinces 
and Forts to the French* which have been fince found to be of very great Importance : Such, particularly, 
as the whole Province of Ca?iada, with the Town and Fort of Quebec \ and alfo the I He of Cape Breton, 
then efteemed of very little Value. 

Bt*m*J«s Ifies/ome The Bermudas or Sommcrs Iflcs, are fomc of our carlicft Poffcflions in the Weftern Seas, far removed 
Account of them, from any Continent or Ifland: They fcarcely contain above 20,000 Acres of good JLand, now almoft 
.-is thev relate to our wom out-, which maintains about 5000 white People, and fbme Negroes. They have little or nothing 
Commerce o £ c j lc j r own p ro du6t to export, excepting their fine and iVrong Cedar-wood, of which they build good 

Brio-antines and light Sloops, to be employed between North America and our Sugar-Iflands, to both 
which Countries they are certainly ufeful, though in other Relpe<5ts of but fin all Advantage to their Mo- 
ther-Country, any farther than our fupplying them with what Manufactures, if?t\ they want, which 
ib far is profitable to us, as we take little or nothing from them but what they pick up among our Sugar 
Iflands. Yet as it would be very dangerous to Britain for any other Nation to poficls them, it is there- 
fore doubtlefs our Intereft to protc6t them, and to grant them any reafonable Encouragement. 

7? r \rvvr J/Je*. their Britain claims all the Bahama Ifies, laid by fbme to be 500 in Number, though many of them are no 
Brnciit to B /.*.///. other than mere Rocks and although others of them be large and fruitful, yet they arc almoft all unin- 
habited by us, except the Ifie of l\o-videuce, where we have two i*'orts, which our Nation finds their 
Account in fupporting, as they prove a Curb to Pyratcs in time of Peace, and commodious in time of 
War, on account of Prizes brought in thither. It has, however, very little of Produdt for Exportation, 
except fomc Ambergris, certain fine Timbers, Oranges, and fomc other Fruits, for the LJfeof our Con- 
tinent-Colonies. And, to fay the Truth, its greatelt Value to us is its Situation, and that it would be 
dangerous to be in any other Nation's Hands. 

The Rcnrfiuand We cannot quite leave the Subject of our Continent-Colonies in America, without making fbme farther 
vait importance of Obfervacions on their Benefits and Importance to the Britijh Umpire. 

our Co:) tint* 'it Colo- 
red " IlCr dl/ " The newly-replanted Colony of Nova Scotia** great Importance confifb?, Tfl\ Tn its being a Barrier tn 
^lu^hl, Of.VffM New- England, by its happy Situation - y it is now well underwood to be not only a Britlle againfl: Canada 
J\. /•■,/. ' (if ever chat fhould again become Frank) but may alio in cl:cct be laid ro be a Curb on all other Nations 



tailing: in thole Seas. 



lldly, It is alfo very happily fituated for the Fifhery 



Maft 



of the Royal Navy 
clie where. 



MajTachnfels 



Mother-Country, by their hitherto fupplvinsf Malls, Yards, £rV. for the Roval 



Dock-yards, and Timber for the building of many good Merchant-Ship.?. 



nr. or r~k % New-Tort, Pcnfyb 

t\f. i<-jatua> and the very Exiftence o 

1* lour, Bifcuit, Peaft 



Pipe-ftaves, JLumber, £s?V. for that End. 

i/hCoin^ with which, again, th 



xz> ~ . ' — — — — — — . m.v * 

and with Horfes for their Sugar-Mills, and alio 
he Wanders nay them in Su £>*ai\ IVIoIafTcs, Rum. 
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what they get from Portugal, Spain, Italy, (and fbme times as far as from the Levant) whom they fup 
ply (in their own Shipping) with Fifh caught in the American Seas, and occafionally likewile with thdi 
Corn. 

The two firft named Provinces, indeed, are properly Corn Colonies, and have already teftified the 
great Benefit they may be of, by having fometimes frafonably fupplicd Britain itfclf with Corn in a .Sen - 
•v peculiar Benefit to city ; and, by their future Increafe, may hereafter be much more fo. Which happy Circum- 
tiut»i» lioni her ftance is hitherto peculiar to us ; there being as yet no other European Nation whatever that lias Colonies in 
Connnnti A:iu,ix*n yfajcrica capable of fupplying their Mother-Country with the Corn, and ot her excellent Provifions, which 
Colonics. ours^ in cafe of Neceflity, can do, as well as with naval Stores ; with which laft-namcd great Article, it is 

7wiv earneftly to be hoped, we fhall, by all poffible Means, endeavour to fupply ourJelves intircly from 
them, and our vail new Acquifitions on the lame Continent of America, and thereby lave the immenfc 
Sums hitherto paid to the Danes, Swedes, Poles, and Rujftavs. 

i\ . or /;- 5 «r.nt] What has been already noted of the Produdt and great Benefits of the Provinces of Virginia and Mary- 
Mr.*ya>ii* land is iufficient to illultrate rheir vaflr Importance; and, particularly, the very great Employment thev 

give to our Ships, Mariners, and Manufacturers, and to aimod all other Branches of fiufinefs. 

5 * Since 



4 



INTRODU CTION. 



Since leven undivided Eighth Parts of North and South Carolina were made regal Governments, (Anno 
1728) they have profpered exceedingly ; more efpecially South Carolina * for whole Exports, fo long, 
ago as the Year 1753, we are indebted to a Treadle, in two O&avo Volumes, on our American Colonies, 
publiftied Anno 1757, as follows, viz. 

Ri ce . ^ 104,682 Barrels. f Hides in the Hair » 1,200 Hides. V. 8ml Ca-o/ixa 9 

pj cc h . ■ 5,869 I Indian Corn — 16,428 Bufhels. annual Exports. 



Tar 



2,943 1 Peafe 9,112 



Turpentine . — 759 1 Shingles — — x*i 14.000 in Number 



Beef 
Pork 



416 * I Calk-Staves ■ - 206,000 

1,560 . I Lumber • — 39 5,000 Fcet. 



jDcer-Skins — ■ — 460 Hogfheads. I Indico (Anno 1753) — 210,924 lb. Weight- 
Tanned Leather 4,196 Hides. I Ditto, (Anno 1756) about 500,000 

Befide a great Number of Live Cattle and Holies ; alfo Cedar-Wood, Cyprcfs, Walnut-Plank, 1 
Wax, Myrtle, fome Raw Silk, and Cotton. 



North Carolina exported, Anno 175 



Y ar . . , . 61,525 Barrels. 1 Tobacco, about — — too Hogfheads. vi North Caro- 

Pitch. ~ • 12,055 ' J Shingles 2,500,000 in Number. /Ws annual Ex- 

Turpcminc 10,429 « • J Lumber 2,000,647 F cct - ports * 

Indian Corn — 61,580 B'ufhels. | Deer Skins, about . 30,000 

Peale azotic — — ' 10,000 J Tanned Leather, about — - 1,000 Cwt. 

PorkJ and Beef 3>3o° Barrels. J 

Befide much Wheat, Rice, Bread, Potatoes, Wax, Tallow-Candles, Bacon, Timber, fome Cotton, 
Indico, and Furs. 

Laftly, Georgia* though ftill but thinly inhabited, begins to raife fome Rice, Indico and Raw Silk, vrr. Corgi J* 
and to export fome Corn and Lumber to the Weft Indies. They have alfo fome Trade with the Indians for Exports. 
Peltry : All which will naturally increafe with the Increafe of their Planters. Thefe are very comfort- 
able Accounts for our Nation, even at prefent, and afford a molt promifing Profpedfc for future Genera- 
tions, 

With refpe<5t to our Weft-India* or Sugar Ifles* notwithstanding the fmall Number of their white The vafl Benefits 
People, compared to thofe in our Continent Colonies, we mull admit them to be extremely beneficial co ° r the Brittjh Sugar 
us 7 not only as having from us alone every Kind of Manufacture, &c. which they and their much more JJj^ 5 £ Mo ~ 
numerous Negroes need, but likewife on account of the vafl: Quantity of the very rich Returns they make 1 er * ottlury ' 



its* in Sugars, Rum, Molafies, Cotton, Ginger, Pimento, Coffee, Drugs of fitndry Kinds, and Ma- 
hogony-Timber ; thereby greatly augmenting his Majefty's Cuftoms, and employing great Numbers of 
our Ships, Mariners, Manufacturers, &c. 

Some have made the annual Value of all the faid imported Sugars, from thofe Ifles, to amount to 

nolefs than 1,300,000/. Sterling; and that (till the French fupplaoted us in the Re-exportation of our 
Sup-ars) we annually re-exported one third Part thereof. But the Exadtnefs of this Computation cannot 
be ablblutely depended on. 



Coffee* Chocolate and Punch* and that Made- Wines 



general almoft all over I 
one of the greateft mercantile Articles in Commerce. 



)C fo Sugar, Ut raft mo- 
£)ay dern Confu«nption. 



Suo-ar lias been in great Eftimation in Europe* even long before America was difcovered, chough in And its Hiftory 



As far as appears, none of it was found, or at leaft v *^ s fom 
Europeans. Its Origin was from the inland Conti- ct^a^Ja^a. 



old Times much fcarcer and dearer than at prefent. 
known, in America* till tranfplanted thither by the 

nent of Afia* very probably as far eaft as China* where it ftill grcady abounds. It was from that Conti- 
nent firft tranfplanted to Cyprus * and thence (according to various Authors) into Sicily* where no Foot- 
iteps of it now remain ; thence it was tranfplanted to the Madeira and Canary Ifles, and from the latter, 
by Portugal* into Brazil : Though others think, that the Portuguefe* (before they difcovered, or at leaft 
planted in Brazil) being in Pofleflion of the Coaft of Angola in Africa* where the Sugar Cane was found 



Jpontancoufly to grow, firft tranfplanted it from Angola to Brafil. From Brafil it was tranfplanted (as 
we fliall fee) firft to our Ifie of Barbadoes^ and thence to our other Weft-hidia Ifles; as from Brafil alfo it 
was carried to the Spanijb Weft" India Ifles, and alfo to the Spanijh Dominions in Mexico* Peru and Chili; 
and laftly, to the French* Dutch and Danijh Colonies. More of the Hiftory and Tranfplantations of 
this moft univerfal Merchandize will be found in the Progrcls of our Work. 



Some think, 



Million 



may be probable enough, if what Dr. William Clark of Bofton in New- England affirms be true, in his the immenfe Gains 
judicious Okfervaticns on the Conduff of the French, and their Incroacbments on our American Colonies* ^^x^Amerkm 
[ Bofton printed, London reprinted. Anno 1755] viz:, tt* 44 That our annual Exports to New- England Plantations, 
alone, amount to 400,000 /. Sterling. — And that near Half the Shipping of Great Britain is em^ 
ployed in the Commerce carried on with her American Plantations : Which Trade alone (he juftly 
adds) will, in Time, employ a much greater Quantity of Shipping than all the prefent Shipping of 
" Britain. Befide, that this Trade will enable her wirh greater Advantage to extend her Commerce 



cc 



cc 



with other Countries." Our annual Imports from all our American Plantations are conjedlured to 
munt to near thrice the Value of our laid Kxports, which (contrary to the Nature of our Imports from 
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Same happy future 

I'rAtpc&i* from Bri- 
r.jz-j's Continent 
y/xfscf it t*n Colon ies . 



_ s ■ Favour at -Home, of probably rfear two Millions Ster- 
ling yearly ; and our great Re-exportations of our Plantation Goods to foreign Parts, viz. of Tobacco* 
Rice, Sugar, Pelcfy, &c. is one very great (if not the greateft) Means of bringing the general annual 
Balance of Trade to be lb much in our Favour. 

For a confiderable Time after our firft planting in America* the Undertakers at Home were 
much difcouraged, being great Lofers by their yearly Embarkations thither, as appears by the Hi- 
ftories of Virginia* Barbadocs* Bermudas* &c. which were indeed, for a long Time, mere unprofitable 
Drains of our People and Subftancc, until, by Patience and Pcrfeverance, they had cleared and 
planted thole Countries, when they gradually became, as above, a real and great Benefit, and 

incrcaftng and inriching their Fellow-fubjefls at home ! Infomuch, that, 

befal us at Home, we may then blefs God that w^ 
3 retire to, where our Kindred and Fellovv-fubiedts have 



Me 



if for our Sins, any great Calamity Ihould 



A Computation of 
the Number of 
white People in our 

slnurtcun Colonies. 



\Jt % On the Conti- 
nent. 



2/#v t Jn our Ame- 



paved the Way for the comfortable Settlement of many more Millions of People than the whole 
Britijh Empire now contains. Neither can it be juftly laid to be carrying our Conjectures too far, to 
obferve, that a Time may come* when our Continent Colonics may (by due Encouragement) prove fo po- 
tent and populous, as to be well able to fuccovr their Mother-Country^ both with Troops and Ship- 
ping, in Cafe of an unequal War with our Enemies, even in Europe itfelf j as indeed they very lately 
and fuccefsfully have fucroured us again ft. Encroachments in America. A Time too, we hope, is ftill 
more likely to come, and lefs. remote, when we (hall no longer depend on the northern Nations ofEit^- 
?-opc, for even any Part of our Naval Stores, — on Italy and Turkey for Raw Silk, Oils* &c. — on Raffia for 
Pat-ajh* Hemp, Flas* &c. — nor perhaps on any other European Country, for Wines, Drugs, or dried Fruits, 

In the mean Time, let vs fummarily take a View of the prefent Stength of our Colouies, in Point of 
the Numbers of their white People, as we find them in Dr. William Douglas's Account of Nety- England* 
Anno J 75*, and in that of the anonymous Author of an Account of the European Settlements in America, 



publilhed for Mr. Dodjlcy* Anno 1757, in two Octavo Volumes, viz. 
New England's four proper Provinces, contain 



Whife People. 



354,000 



[The Englijh Tranflator's Preface {Anno 1758) to Don Antonio de Ulloa'j Voyage to South 
America, by Command of the King of Spain, (between the Years 1735 and 1746) quotes a 
Memorial drawn from the Papers of the Marquis de la JMaifon forte* a Prifoner at Bofion* 
after our firft taking of Cape Breton* wherein it is faid, cc That in the Space of a Jingle Cen- 
cc tury* the People of New England will be as numerous as ihofe in Old England, and in a 
" Condition to give Law to all the Nations in North America.] 

Penfylvania* [the youngeft Colony but Georgia and Nova Scotia] above ~ 

New York* - - ------ 

Virginia* [the oldeft Englijh Colony on the Continent] ------ 

New Jcrfey* [tnucjh improved Jincc become a Regal Colony] ------ 

Maryland* - - - - - - - - - - - 

And, although thofe Authors have omitted the Numbers in the now flourifliing Provinces of 
South and North Carolina* and in Georgia* we fhall fuppofe all the three to contain 



2 50,000 
80,000 
70,000 
60,000 
40,000 



North Carolina* South Carolina* and Georgia) at lea ft 

Total white People on the Continent, 
N. B. Nova Scotia f though not comp 



60,000 
9 1 4,000 

20yOOO 



And then the Total will be about 



944,000 



Hudf oil's Bay* and only a few Men in the 
's Goods, &c. during: the Winter Seafon 



K3» Others, more fangutnely, will needs have all our Continent Colonies to contain about 1,100,000 



white Inhabitants, cxcluiivc of our new 



Pof- 



, and very important Acquifirion of Canada* which gives us 
feflion of the entire Trade of the very valuable Purs and Peltry of that vaft Continent, which may pol- 
fsbly alfo contain at lcaft 40*000 white Canadians* or French Inhabitants ; and of Florida* and a great 
Part of Louijiana. 

In our Weft India* or Sugar Ifles, the white People are thus computed, (viz, according to the above- 
quoted anonymous Author.) 

Jamaica* about [though fome Accounts make them fewer than] 

Barbadoes* 



St. Chriftopbers* about 



Antigua* -------- 

Nevis* --------- 

Montfcrrat* - -- -- -- -- 

Total Whites in the Sugar Ifles, 
B3> A Number (doubtlefs) noway proportioned to the Number of their Negroes* the latter be 
generally thirteen or fourteen to one white Perfon, or, as others, about Jixteen to one white M 

Bermudas % -------- 

Total white Pcrfons in all our American Ifles, ~ ^ 



Whites. 
20,OCO 

25,000 
9,000 
7,000 
5,000 
5,000 



71*000 



5,000 

761COG 
Barbuda 



1 



IN T RODUCTION. 

£3» Barbuda (though amongft the Sugar Iflcs) has no dircdfc Trade with Britain* being purely em- 
ployed in Hufbandry, .and for railing of fome frelh Proviftons for the other Colonies, 

Providence vsr the only Ifland of all the Bahamas which is confiderably inhabited, upon which, how- 
ever, (betide the two finaU Garrifons) we have but very few white People. 

■ 

And of Newfoundland the like may be faid. As for our new Acquifitions of the I lies of Grenada* the 
Grenadines? Tobago* St. Vincent? and Dominico* we have good Ground to hope they will ail be foon 
planted and cultivated, and will become very ufeful Sugar Iflands. 
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f i he Br, tifi» 
tincnt Colon cs 
timet tc*i~ 



might be more effectually fupplied than hitherto has been the Caie* they being at prcfent extremely va- Conti 
rious in their internal State. Firft* Some (for InHancc) arc entirely regal Governments*, as Georgia* South G f j n> 
and North Carolina* Virginia* New-T&rk* New-Hamp/ljire* [being Part of what is ufually called New-Eng- 
land] and laftly, Nova Scotia \ in all which Provinces, both the Government, and alio the Property of the 
Lands, or Dominium dircStum* (7. <?. of the Quit-rents) are in the Crown, excepting Earl Granville's undi- 
vided eighth Part of Carolina^ and Lord Fairfax's North-Creek DiftriCt in Virginia. Secondly In others, viz. 
in Maryland and Penfylvania* both the Government and Property of the Lands are in the original Gran- 
tees from rhe Crown, called Lords-Proprietors* who are, the Lord Baltimore for the firft- named Province, 
and rhe LVfccndents of iVilliam Pen** Kfq; for the latter. Thirdly* In Connecticut and Rhode IJland* (cwo 
other of rhe New England Provinces) both the Government and Property [/. c\ the Quit-rents] are in 
the Representatives of rhe People. Fourthly* In the beft peopled and beft cultivated Province of the 
MrtflachnjJ'ets Bay (more peculiarly called New England) the Government is in the Crown, but the Pro- 
perty [/. e. the Quit-rents] in the Reprefentatives of the People. Lajtly* In New Jerfcy* the Govern- 
ment is now alio in the Crown, although the Property, [i. e. the Quit-rents j remains ftill in a certain 
feleCt Body of Proprietors. 

Were all thefe thirteen Provinces uniformly joined under the Crown, (confiftently with Safety, and 
the retaining their abfolute Dependence on their Mother Country) they might undoubtedly be "rendered 
much more powerful, and alfb more beneficial to us than they have hitherto been, confifting of no fewer 
than about a Million of white People* and perhaps of near half a Million of Negroes and dependent In- 
dians a Number of Subjects fuperior to that of fome entire Kingdoms in Europe * pofiefied too of a 
Territory extended in Length for at lcaft 1,500 Miles (Florida included) along the Dcucaledonian 
Ocean, from South-weft to North-eaft, and which, by good Management, might before now have 
been extended and planted more than perhaps half as many Miles in Breadth, backward towards the 
South or Indian Ocean, in (lead of fuffe'ring themfelves to be barbaroufly outraged and ravaged by a 
Handful of cloiely-united Enemies. All which is, and muft be fblely fubmitted to thofe in whole Power 
alone it is ro rectify, as far as is poflible, whatever has been thus formerly fo fupincly negieCtcd. 

Of all the Follies that any Nation can be guilty of in her Colonies, that of even the lead Degree of The luiilcc and 




ably to profefs what they like beft, and freely and openly ro enjoy their own Miniftry and Modes of flams In "oitr^Cdlo- 
Worfiiip: But, with refpeft to Roman Catholics-, who have a foreign Head, and often foreign Hearts and nfcs. 
Inclinations, it were much better they were not at all tolerated there, more especially confidering the 
near Neighbourhood of the French and Spani/h bufy Miflionaries. 

Since the Invention of the greatly expenfive Fire- Artillery and Ammunition, and of the huge modern since the Invention 
Ships of War, (one of which, of the firft or fecond Rate, in our Days, exceeds the Coft of perhaps an of Fire Arrillety, 
hundred of the beft of thofe in our King Edward III/s Fleet before Calais) the Expence of modern Wars of die huge _ 
is become fo exceffive, that the Potentates of Europe are indifpenfibly obliged to endeavour at an Increafe S'ar Cn Comincnce 
of their Revenues, by all poflible Means; Money* and not merely Multitudes of Men, as in old Times, i 5 become, mm cor 
being' now the great Meafure of Power. And as there are but two national Means for peaceably ob- M»t nbfoluusly 
taining of Money or Riches, wz, cither by having Mines of the precious Metals, (as in Spain and Por- n**MWurail Na- 
tngal) or elfe by Manufactures, joined to fuch an extenfive foreign Commerce as may bring in an ade- Money, the great 
quate Over- balance of Money from other Nations : And as, moreover, the latter alone is in our Power, Meafure of Power 
it is undoubtedly cur great and moft important Intereft inceflantly to purfue it. Until the middle of » l modern Europe. 
rhe Rehrn of our exeat Kiner Edward III. we had no Manufactures for Exportation ; that Kine's Reve- 



nues were, therefore, comparatively very inconfiderable j for, in th 

when in a hot War with Prance, the whole Subfidv on Wool 



{a very heavy Tax] was but 60,000/- of their then Money, or 180,000/. of our Money. Anno 1371, 
he could mile no more on the Laity than 50,000 /. and the like Sum on rhe Clergy (both together be^ 
ing ftill very near equal to 30^,000 /. of our Money). Even fo late as King Henry V/s grand Expedition 
again ft France* (Anno 1415) that intrepid Prince could raife but 300,000 Marks, i.e. 200,000 A 
near y equal in Weight to 400,000/. of our Money. Sir Robert Cotton (in his Pojtbuma) makes that 
Prince's ordinary annual Revenue to be but 55,743 /. ioj. lad. or 111,487 /. 1 s. S d* of our Money; 
being the whole Revenue of his Crown Lands, on which, in thole Days, our Princes entirely fubfifted 
in peaceable Times, without applying to their Parliaments, By what various and gradual Means Eng- 
land fell afterwards into Commerce anil Manufactures, whereby alone flie has been enabled to fupport 
her Independency and Dignity amongft the other great Powers of Europe* will be feen in* the enfning 
Work. In the mean time, as we have before, in this Introduction, treated of our very lofirig Trade witH 

France* 
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France, and of out' ftill gainful one with Holland, we Ihall now go on with a brief View of our prefenr 
Commerce with other Nations, beginning from the more northern Parts of Europe. 
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the Balance is againft us fome hundred thoufand 



With Rttffia, Denmark* Norway r , Sweden, Pr tiffin, and molt of Che Hanfe-Towns on die Baltic, we 
have undoubtedly a lofing Trade; that is to fay, 

Pounds yearly \ yet from thole Parts we muft ftill continue to be fupplicd with immenfe Quantities of 
Naval Stores, Ship and Houle Timber, Pipe-Staves, Copper, Hemp,- Flax, and their Seeds, Iron, Pot- 
ato, £5? c. until we become wile and happy enough to be fupplicd with every one of thele Articles from our 
own American Colonies ; for although the laid northern People cannot- take off an equal Value of our 
Britijh Produdt and Manufadtures, we mull nevertheicis fit down contented with a Trade, which, asr we 
are at ptefcnt circumflanced, they know we cannot difpenfe with ; rnoft of the before-named Ar- 
ticles being abfolutely needful, cither for our Navy-Royal, or for our mercantile Shipping, Manufac- 
tures, &c. 

As for others of the Hanfeatic Ports, as Hamburgh, Bremen, Dantzic, they, it is true, take off 

g reac Quantities of our Woollen Manufaftures, Plantation and XLaJl-India Goods, (more elpecially 
, re,/:a7 ' Hamburgh) wherewith they fupply a great Part of Germany and Poland ; yet, on the other Hand, we 

take offimmemje Quantities of their low-priced Linen of various Sorts, fuited for our Plantation and 
African Trades, £sfr. until fuch Time as our People of Scotland and Ireland fliall be able fully to fupply 
us therewith ; they alfb fupply us with Oak-Timber, Pipe-Staves, Battery, It is therefore much 

to be apprehended, that we are ftill indebted to them for an annual Balance, though, it is to be hopsd* 
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not a very confiderable one. 

But with refpedt to our Trade to the Ports of Ritffia* it is beyond all Queftion, that the Balance is 
fornc hundred thoufand Pounds annually againft us, for their Naval Stores, Linen, and Linen-Yarn, 
Flax, Hemp, and their Seeds, Drugs, Bees-wax, Timber, Rtiffia Leather, and fometimes Raw Silk 
from Pcrjia when in a peaceable State, which we take of them in great Quantities, over and 

above all the Value of the Woollen Goods, American and Eaft-Jndia Merchandize, Watches, Jewels, 
wrought Plate, Houfhold Furniture, Hard-ware, and many other Things, which we fupply them with. 
Inftead of our taking off fuch great Quantities of Linen-Yarn, fpun in Rtiffia, Poland, and Germany, 
(where Labour is faid to be performed fo cheap as 3 Pence per Day) would it not be extremely right in 
our Legillature, as much as poffible to encourage the fpinning of it in Britain and Ireland? As the 
drefling and (pinning of the Flax gives Foreigners too much of the Manufa<5turc ; it is farther to be con- 
fidered, that the raw Flax would be imported -in our own Shipping ; whereas the greateft Part of their 
Linen-Yarn is (aid to be imported in foreign Bottoms ; whereby we evidently lye under two very confi- 
derable Dilad vantages. 

Although the ten Provinces, ufually (tiled the Atiftrian Netherlands^ have a much better Country than 
thole of Holland, yet, they are moft probably never like to recover their ancient Commerce, whilft rhe 
jtven United Provinces can preferve their Independency : The former, therefore, muft be content with 
what Share they have left of the Woollen and Linen Trade, and in the Lace and Cambrick Manufac- 
tures, Rhenijb Wines, in moft of which Britain deals very confiderably with them ; although (in 
all but the Wines) we hope in Time to be complcatly fupplicd from Scotland and Ireland. At preient 
our Trade thither, and efpecially to French Flanders, is a lofing one ions, though perhaps too much ex- 
aggerated by thofe who make the Balance to be two -Millions Sterling yearly againft us, by their noc 
taking off any proportionable Quantities of our Manufactures, Jiaft-India and Plantation Goods, with 
which Merchandize they arc moltly fupplicd by France. 

With Portugal^ Great Britain undoubtedly carries on a very advantageous Commerce, by fupply ing 
not only that Kingdom with great Quantities of Woollen Goods, Hard-ware, Linen, Glais-ware, Lead, 
Tin, Corn, and many other Things, for their Home Ufc, but alio with greater Quantities or flight 
Woollen and Linen Goods, for their foreign Plantations : Yet, as France has of late Years very much 
encroached on us in the Trade to Portugal, with their flight WooJlen, Silk, and Linen Stuff??, £s?r. and 
as, moreover, we take off fuch vail Quantities of their Wines and Fruits, more than any other Nation, 
or indeed than all the other Nations in Europe could or would confume, the Balance in oyr Favour is 
not (by many knowing Pcvfons) thought fo confiderable as it has formerly been. 

Our Trade to Sfahi The fame, in a great Meafure, Mnay, we apprehend, be pronounced concerning our Trade to Spain y 
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France having greatly encroached on us there, and is daily getting Ground of us with her Woollen, Gold 
and Silver Lace, Silk, Linen, and other Manufactures although nothing can be clearer, than that it 
is much more the Intcreft of both Spai?t and Portugal to encourage us rather than France, fince we take 
off much more of their Wines, Fruits, Drugs, Oils, &c. than France has, or can poflibly have Need 
of j which lafl-named Kingdom takes none of their Wines : Infbmuch, that probably France gains a 
greater Balance from both thole Kingdoms than we do although it muft, however, be acknowledged, 
than our Trade with Spain is ftill a gainful one to us. 

As none of the States and Cities of Italy and Sicily have any. Plantations or Dominions without the 
Bounds of the Mediterranean Sea, we (as well as France and Holland) fupply them with many Articles 
from the American Plantations, and from ILajh-Imlia^ as well as with Woollen and Metallic, £stV. Manu- 
factures, Tin, Lead, Fifh, Corn, &c. On the other Hand, we take of them fine Velvets and Brocades* 
'fine Genoa Paper, Florence and other Wines, Oils, Raw and Thrown Silk, Drugs, Fruits, £sfr. all or molt 
of them in confiderable Quantities ; ib that perhaps it is not very eafy to determine on which Side the 
•Balance lies. Yet, as we trade thither almoft intirely in our own Shipping, and as many of the moft con- 
'fiderable Articles we have from thence are abfolutely neceftary for the compleating of our own Manufac- 
tures, we muft therefore allow the Trade to Italy and Sicily to be, upon die whole, a beneficial one to us. 

7 Although 
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Although bur general and declared. Intehtion in this Work be limited moftiy to the Gdmnterciai' Affairs Bri/S&* Cdmmerc* 
bf Chrijtendom alone* excepting what relates to our Turkey or JLcvatft* Company, we may, however, here wichWv^ 
briefly and properly remark, That, notwithftanding • the Grand Seignior\\ vaft- Dominions do extend to 
and comprehend many of the fineft Countries -upon Earth; and which arc excellently well adapted to 
Commerce and Manufadtures, viz. ancient Greece* almoft all the Countries round the Shores of -the Black 
Sea Letter AJia* Syria* Arabia? Egypt* and 1 Bdrca\ yet the forks have very littla Commerce but what is 
intircly paffive* brought to their Forts by the Shipping of Cbriftendom ; which bring back from thence 
Jundry excellent raw Materials for Commerce, vhu Raw-ftlk* Grogram-Tam* Galls, and other Dying- 
Dru«4 as alfo Medicinal-Drugs* Cofiee, Carpets, fcfo in which Trade me, the Dutch* and the Ve- 
netians* have (till a confiderable Share ; although the French from Marfeillcs have greatly gained Ground 
on us and all others, of late Years, in that Trade, by the vaft Quantities of their fine Woollen Cloths, 
Stuffs 6fc. and their American and Eaft-India Goods, carried to Conftantinople* Smyrna* Aleppo^ Alexan- 
dria and other Pores. We, however, ftili carry on a confiderable Trade thither, both with relpedt to 
the before-named exported, imported, and other Merchandize : And although, by the immenfe Quan- 
tities of Raw-filk, which we import from Turkey* the Balance may be probably, in a literal Senfe, 
an-ainftus; yet the greateft Part of our faid Imports being employed in our own Silk*, &c. Manufactures, 
we can by ao Means (upon the whole) call the T urkey Trade an unprofitable one ro Great Britain. 

The Barbary Turks (or rather Moors ) arc as little addidted to Commerce as the Levantine T arks : And Br'tahf* Cammercd 
as, whilft we retain our Superiority on the Mediterranean Seas, we lhall generally be able to compel all w,lh Barbafy. 
the Barbary piratical States to be at Peace with us , it is, therefore, evidently advantageous to us* that 
they remain, as at prefcnt, at War with other Cbriftien Powers, whereby we not only undifturbedly carry 
on our own Commerce in thole Seas, but are moreover become, in lbme Mealure, the Carriers of both 
the Merchandize and Treafure of other States at Enmity with them. The Product of Barbary \ viz. Bees- 
wax* Copper, Almonds, Dates, Morocco Leather, lundry Drugs, &?r. is now moftly lodged in Ware- 
houfes at oar Port of Gibraltar* from whence thofe Goods are laid to be lent home to Britain and Ireland* 

" ~~ ' i t- ^ dhedtly from the Ports ^ " ' J ~ 
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Manufactures and Product is Icarcely thought confiderable enough to bring the Ba- 



On the Weft Coafts of Africa* our Commerce is principally for the Slave Trade of Guinea and Benin * Britain* Trade to 
where, however, we have neither Colony nor Plantation ; but merely a Number of inconsiderable Forts 4frha for s: * vcs " 
on its Shores, for the Protedtion of our Trade with its wretched Natives ; which indeed would be of 
little Importance to us* were it not for the great and. conftant Supplies we get from thence of Negro 
Slaves for our American Plantations, purchaled intirely with our own Britiftj Produdt and Manufactures of 
coarfe Woollen, Linen, Cotton, Iron, Brafs, Copper, Pewter, and Glals al(b Armoury, Tools, Lead, 
and lbme Eaft-India Articles; with \Vhich alio we purchafe lbme Gold-dolt, Gums, Ivory, and Guinea 
Pepper ; being in effedt all the Produdt to be had on that barbarous Coaft. So far, therefore, this Trade 
may be faid to be beneficial to us. The Legiflature, of late Years, has laid this African Trade in fome 
Sort open, under certain Regulations $ whereby, it is to be hoped, it may in time be brought to flourilh 
more than ever before. 

With relpedt to the Hiftory of the general Trade to Eaft-India* (more particularly of our own Nation) Remarks on 
its former and later Alterations and Fluctuations have taken up more Room in our enfuing Work, than ^J.* 
perhaps any other fingle Branch of our Commerce. We lhall therefore refet the Reader thither, after n la om c ce ' 
juft remarking, (what many have done before) That, although our own prefeht Eaft-India Company en- 
joys an cfctenfive Trade, and is leemingly in a very prolperous Condition, having many fine Forts and 
Fadtories, and a confiderable territorial Property, in India * making alfo at home, confiderable Dividends, 
and fuch immenfe Sales, too, as were never known in former Times ; having alfo, of late Tears, adorned 
even the City of London itfelf, not only with a fine Office, but with fuch fpacious and numerous Ware- 
houfes as perhaps are fcarcely equalled in any other Nation: All which are likeVvile their own Property* 
Yet, with reipect to all Europe complexly taken* it feems to be univerfally agreed to be a pernicious Trade ; 
a Trade, draining it of all or tnoft of the Silver which America brings to it. If all Europe* therefore, could 
be fuppdfed jbiiitly to agree in dropping the Eaft-India Trade ihtirely, it would be better for the whole, 
as well as every particular Nation in ir: For, unlefs it be the* fingle, though indeed great, Article of 
Saltpetre* and lbme Medicinal* Dyers* and Painters Drugs, (all or inoft of which alfo America can fupply) 
we can hdrdly rbcolledt any rieceflkrily-uleful Commodity imported from thericfc, (lbme. Gold from China*. 

likewife excepted) , \Vhifch does hot interfere with the better Manufactures and Prodtfdt of Europe. 
But as fuch a general Agfeefnent is not to be expedted ; and as other European Nations Would undoubt- 
edly, iii oti^Stdad, fuprily all the neighbouring Nations with Eaft-India Merchandize, (fliodld we now 
kt aliy time dfbp that TrAdfe) to their own vety great Advantage ; and as, moreover, by our Laws, all 
the rich and numerous Indian Manufadtures, ditedtiy interfering with our Silk* Woollen* and Linen ohe£, 
muft neceflat;ily be re-exported to foreign Countries * whereby, and by fundry other Articles lb exported, 
it is now cdiy£dttf red, by ifiipaftial and Very competent Judges, that a confiderable Balance is annually 
gained to thfe Kingdom ; Which, on Suppofitioti of dropping all Cortimercc to India wduld be loft to us. 
Upblrt this Vfcry probable Ptefuniption, (which is fubmittcd to fcVeiy Reader's impartial Judgment) and 
alio as Stillptfrc is fo abfbliitfcly tfecfcflary for our national and private MUgazines for Gun-powder, for 
which we riiilft othenrtifc be :tt the Mercy ofdangerous Rivdts ; we mttft ever be of Opinion, that our Our prefcnt Eat!* 
Eaft-India TVade, imdet 1 jtSphifcrtt CircUmftances, is really a beneficial one for Great Britain y and that, ImB* Trade ought 
moreover, oh the fartnc Suppofitioh, it is highly for the Nation's as well as for the Cornpany^s Ihtetcft, 10 bc ftpporwil. 
to fupport, improve, and increafe our Eaft-India Commerce as much as is poflible. 

In difcotirfihg tff the gtffidral Produdt and Manufadtures of all the forgoing Countries, with whom TTic governing Ar- 
Great ttVUain has any. Gtfmmerce * we. think ii Iietc needfid' to obviate what lbme might think a plaufible "clcs of Produft and 

\t enumerating every minute Article Miereol : But this, we apprehend, in lb ge- ^""wSon orffii. 
nefal a W*fk as durs> -v^otild be botlxtiifcibme and fuperfluous. We have *thcJrdfort judgddit fufficierit r0 f* at,ono 
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for our Purpofe, folelyto Ipecify what may be' properly termed the governing Articles* \. e. fuch as moft ma- 
terially conduce toconftitute the general -Bulk of Trade in any Nation, in reflect to its Dealings with all 
other Nations with whom they have any Commerce* Thus, (for Inftance) in the Northern Countries 
and Rftffia before treated of* the governing Articles are Naval Stores, [u e. Ship-Timber, Pitch, Tar* 

Hemp, Sail-cloth, and Cordage] Houfe-Timber, Copper, Flax, Corn, Iron, Linen, and Potafh* 

In England* the IVoollen and Hardware Manufactures, with Tin and Lead, together with our American 

Productions and liajl- India Re-exportations. [In Ireland (as well as Scotland) the Linen now governs.] 

In Holland* Linen* Woollen and Silk Manufadlures, Fijh* and Eaft-India Merchandise. In France* IVines* 

Brandies, the Woollen* Silk^ and LAncn Manufactures, and /their Eaft-India and American Merchandize. — In 
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And, if we muft name Turkey* its Raw-Jilk 
are the governing and predominant Articles* 
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The Advancement of national Commerce and Manufaftures has long been a Point of State-Policy in 
all the Councils of Europe* and has, of later Times, taken up not a little Room in the general Treaties 
between Nations. Men are new fully convinced, That Nations are wore or lefs opulent and potent* in pro- 



portion to their greater or leffer Application to Commerce. And thai a /mall Country* though lying even under fome 
natural Difadvantages* and with very little Product of its own* Holland] nzay 9 by an unwearied Application 
to every pofftble Branch of Commerce* acquire much more Wealth* as well as a fuperior Power and Influence in the 
great Affairs of the World* than another certain Country* [like Poland] which* though bleffed with many natu- 
ral Advantages in Point of Climate* Soil* and Fertility ; of People* and of Variety of excellent Materials for 
Commerce* and of perhaps twenty Times the Extent of the other, fhall ncvertbclefs fupinely negleSI the Improve- 
ment of tbofe great Advantages. 

The Incrcafe of Commerce within the laft three Centuries, has introduced a very great Increafe of 
Elegance in Buildings, Furniture, Equipages, Tables, Drefs, &rV. throughout all Europe. Until the 
Reign of our King Henry VII. the Bulk of the Houfing of England was generally very mean in compan- 
ion of our Times. They had very few Stone-Buildings, or even Brick ones, excepting molt great 
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VafTalagc and fervile Tenures alfo, (or the Feudal Syftem) from many Purchafes and Grants, began 
to grow gradually into Difufe, (in England much earlier than in Scotland :) And our laid King Henry VII. *s 
Law, for enabling the Nobility to Iplit their Baronies or Manors, without paying Fines for Alienation* 
gradually brought much of the landed Intereft into the Scale of the Commons* and greatly multiplied the 
Number of our Freeholds ; as did alio the fucceeding wild Extravagance of our Kings, in Iquandering 
away their own numerous Baronies arid Demefne-Lands, moft happily for their Subjedts ; whereby they 
became at length intirely dependent, for their Subfiftcnce, on the Purlers of their Subjedts- 

By thefc and other preceding as well as fucceeding Alterations, the Face of Things, in almoft all Eu- 
rope* became flrangely changed for the better -* which Alterations were rendered much more vifible in thole 
Countries which fell earlieft into Trade and Manufactures 7 for the greater Advancement whereof the 
faid Countries granted exclufive Privileges to certain voluntary Aflbciations or Companies of Merchants 
and Traders, who, with united Endeavours, (and fome at length with Joint-Stocks) were doubtlefs 
greatly ferviceable for the Advancement of national Commerce in the earlieft Times, and until we be- 
came better able to ftand on our own Legs ; when, indeed, private or leparate Traders began to make 
loud Complaints againft fuch Companies, comparing them not unfitly to Crutches* which a wife Man 
will gladly lay afide when he can better walk without them. 
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The judicious Sir Jojiah Child was of Opinion, (above eighty Years ago) cc T 
Trade are naught ; and that no Company whatever, whether they trade in a _ 
Regulations., (called regulated Companies) can be for public Good, except it may be eafy for all or any 
of his Majefty's Subjects to" be admitted into them, at any Time, for a very incon fide i able Fine y and 
that, if the Fine exceeds 20 /• it is too much." -Yet, in another Place, he admits, tc That, for Coun- 
tries with which his Majeftyhas no Alliance, nor can have any, byreafon of their Diflance or Barbarity^ 
or Non-communication with the Princes of Chriftendom* and where there is a Neceffity of maintaining 
Forces and Forts, fuch as the Eaft-India and Guinea Companies, it feems evident to me, that the 
greateft Part of thole two Trades' ought, for public Good, to be managed by a Joint-Stock. 
is himfelf an eminent Director of the Eaft-India Company.] 



That Author inveighs againft the Eqftland Company, which, we have (hewn, (in this Work) was after- 
ward abolifhed, and for what Reaibn, sj/jb. " for excluding others from the Trade within their Limits ; 
ct whereby," (fays lie) <c the Dutch have been enabled to fupply Denmark* Sweden, and all Parts of the 
4C Baltic* With moft of the Commodities ufually lent thither : And that the Dutch, who have no Eafllaml 
" Company, have ten Times the Trade to the Eaftland Parts that we have. And for Ruflia and Green- 
c f land* where we alfo have Companies," [the Englifh Greenland Company is long* fincc down] * c our 
ct Trade is, in efreft, wholly loft ; while the Dutch* without Companies, have torty Times what we 
cc have of Trade in thofe Parts." 

Here it js neceflary again to put in a Caution to Readers of Books on Commerce* written, fo far back 

n< this otherwife ir'reat Author's Time, /Wz. the Reip-n nf Kino- Chart** \\.\ fi»™» I.;*. 
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. Our regulated Companies^ pfefent are four, -viz. t. That ahcifcntly called the M^cb^.Advmna-crs, fflfcS^&i. 
but now ufually named the Hamburgh Company. 2. The Rtiffia Company; 3. The £<™z»> or Turkey , OJ . u( : ot them. 
Company And, 4. The New African Company. Our cxclufive Joint-Stock Companies arc, (accord- 
ing to Seniority) 1. The Eafl-India Company. . 2. The Hudfon' 's-Bay Company; 3. The Soulb-Sna Com- 

»-,dv And, 4. The */ England is fo far an exclufivc Joint-Stock Compahy 4 that no other Com- 

£ ny can deal in" Banking, nor any private Partnership exceeding fix Perfons in Number. W.th refpcA ^ 



Englijh 



Member 



trades cn his own feparace Bottom, under fucli Regulations and By-Laws as the Compa- 
ny's 'Charter impowers them to malce. With regard to our fUtd Joint-Stock Companies, one of them, 
viz the South-Sea Company* has carried on no foreign Commerce iince it was excluded, by the laft Treaty 
of Aix-la-Chapelle, from the Spanijh Affiento Trade. And another of them, viz. the Hiuifotfs-Bay Com- 
pany, is not [as elfewhere noted] a legally exclufive Company * 

Another Joint-Stock Corporation, the j?*/,** England, thoU 

Commerce, is neverthelefs of very great Benefit and Convenience 0 ..- 

ilic , in the Bufinefs of Banking,— of difcouncing Bills of Exchange*—- and in dealing in foreign Com 
and Bullion-, befide being at all Times extremely fubfervient for the Support of National Credit. Other 
Toint-Stock Companies, though not direCtly engaged in either foreign or domeftic Commerce; are con- 
sequentially beneficial to both ; as the wo London Corporations for infuririg of Ships and Merchandise 
from LoJJes at Sea, and of Houfes and Goods from Damage by Fire, well known by the Names of The Royal- 
Exchange Afjurance, and of The London Affurance, Companies ; and they are alfo impowered to lend Money 
on Bottomree. Alfo, the two incorporated and Joint-Stock Banks at Edinburgh arc greatly beneficial, in 

thatPart of Britain, both to the mercantile and landed Interefts.- Moreover, the Englijh Copper-Company 

of London-, and the Corporations for Mines, and for the Linen Manufacture, in Scotland 3 — The Mtnc-Ad-vcntur* 
Company of London, (fuch as it is,) and the Linen Company of Dublin, are all Joint-Stock Companies, and 
are, more or lefs, beneficial to the Public ; as are alio the Lead-Smelting Company, and certain Com- 
panies for fupplying of London with frelli Water. The Equivalent-Company is alfo a Corporation, 

with a Joint-Stock, but no way concerned in Commerce, as we have elfewhere fliewn : But the bullion 
Bank Company is no Corporation, though it has a Joint-Stock, being only a legal Partnerfliip entered into 
in the Reign of King William III. tor dealing in irredeemable Government-Securities. 




of 



our laid anonymous Author) 14 laid out in Wool, and that 

* c Market, and Raw-Silk brought home in Return, and manufactured here, will increale that loot, to 
5000/. Which Quantity of Silk-Man ufaftu res, bein^ fent to New-Spain, would return 10,000/. 
Which vaft Improvement of the firft 100/. becomes, in a few Years, difperfed amongft all Orders 
and Degrees from the Prince to the Peafant. Thus, again, a Parcel of Iron-Stone, which, when firft 
*- c taken from its natural Bed, was not worth five Shillings, when made into Iron and Steel, and thence 
into various Manufactures for foreign Markets, may probably bring home to the Value of 1 0,000 /. 
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4C the lincft Stccl-lVirc Springs for IVctcb-Pcnduluws, fhall weigh but one Grain ; and, when applied, by 
** our greateft Artifls, they fliall be worth 7 j. 6d. each, or 2.1. 5 s. for all the>.v, or 270 Two-pcnccs ; 
* c whereas one Grain of Gold is worth but Two-pence ! 

cc Twenty Acres of fine Flax, when manufactured into the dearcft and moft proper Goods for foreign 



tc 



Markets, may, in Return thereof, bring from thence what may be worth 10*000/. tor oris Uunce ot 
the lineft Flanders Thread has been fold in London for 4 /. ; and fuch an Ounce, made in Flanders into 
the finejl- Lace, may be here fold for 40/. ; which is above ten times the Price of Standard-Gold, Weight 
*c f or vVeight. 

& 44 ThM fine Thread is fpun by little Children whofe Feeling is nicer than that of grown-up People, 
•< whi.rphv rliev aiv rat>abh**nf fninninp* fuch a Thread, which is fmaller than the fincft Hair; and one 



o 



We may ner<* juft cu no ruy remark, That a certain Uradation may De molt mualiy (tiiougn not uni- An u(uai Gradatt<m 
verfiUly) <>bferved in the ftihdry Occupations, relative to the Point of Profit or Superiucration. Thus, 5n refpea 10 the bu- 
for Initence^- Hufbandry or Agriculture is often lefs profitable, (though more laborious and even frequently gj* oco^rtioiis 1 '" 

more hazardous) than Retail-Bufinefs in Cities, Manufacturers than Retailers, Wholefaie-Dealers 

than Manufacturers,— and Merchants than PVholcJ ale-Dealers : All other Things beirig fuppofed to be 

equal. 

* 

Before we clofe this Introduction, it will be abfolutely requifite to adjuftone veiy confidcrable and ih> An hittoric.il and 
portant Preliininary, refpeCting our Commercial Hiftory, viz. The fcvera! Variations in the Weighty critical DcduiHon 
Purity, and Value of England's Silver-Coins, from the Norman Conquefl: downward. By this alone we j ^S^X\olw 
ihall be enabled to form a nearly cxaCt Judgment of the true Rate orCheapnefs of Living, or of Prcvifions, nom^hcTCf 1 ° my 
and all other* Neceflaries, through all their different Variations and Periods; — of the modern. Values of the Couquctt. 
ancient Salaries of State-Officers; — the Pay of Artificers^ Labourers* Soldiers* Sailors, &c< A SubjcCt 
frequently brought into Converfation, though not feldcm mifundtrftotd. Thus, we often hear a Sum 
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of Money mentioned to have been paid fome hundreds of Years backward, and,, sit random, pronounced 
to be equal to perhaps twenty or thirty Times as much in Value as the like Sum in modern Money ; by 
which they would mean, that it would then have purchafed as many Times the Quantity of Neceflaries, 
br would have gone as many more Times toward the Maintenance of any Perfon than fuch a Sum 
would now do, often without rightly confidering the juft Quantity and Purity of the Bullion contained 
in thole ancient Coins. 

Our ancient Britons? when firft invaded by the Romans* had no other Kind of Money but Iron and Tin 
Plates, and Rings, (Copper not being then? nor long after found in our Ifland) which, with Barter^ 
might well enough anfwer the Purpolcs of the inconfidcrable Tranfadtions in thole rude Times, when 
they had neither Arts nor Manufafkures of any Kind. 

In fuch Circumftances, when they had properly no adequate or univerfal Medium for great Tranfac- 
uon% the Eflates in JLand muft have remained absolutely and for ever unalienable, their Owners being 
obliged to concent themfelves with making the molt of their annual Produce. 

The Neeeffity, however, of an univerfal Medium in Commerce, which we call Money, was in much 
earlier l imes di (covered in the more eaftern Parts of the World ? and both Gold and Silver Money were 
very early in Ufe in Egypt and Afia? and thence foon after introduced into Carthage and Greece ; From 
Greece it was brought to Rome? and thence gradually weftward into all the Roman Provinces. 

Silver? on account of its Beauty, Cleannels, and moderate Plenty, was, by the general Content of all 
civilized Nations, deemed the moll proper for the laid univerfal Medium of Commerce, although, at 
firlb, and for many Ages, by Weight only ; At length? for laving the cutting* weighing? and offaying 
thereof at every particular Tranfection, Princes and States fell into the moll convenient Expedient of 
Coins 9 by ftamping Pieces of it, of a determined Weight and Fincncls, to pals current by their Autho- 
rity in all Payments 5 and thereby, Tranfa6tions and Bargains being rendered much eafier, as well as 
later, became conieqitfently more numerous, and Commerce grew to be much more extended ? Lands 
alio thereby became more alienable, and were likewifc rendered more improvable than before. 

1 

Gold had indeed all the Properties of Silver? for fuch a general Medium? even in a higher Degree : It 
was lefe diminifhablc by Fire, more duilile? durable and beautiful, but its much greater Scarcity [more 
elpecially in Europe'} rendered it unfit for an univerfal Medium of Commerce ; although its Portablenefs 
for large Payments, and its moft generally-determined Value in Proportion to Silver, will ever render 
its Coins extremely ufeful in Commerce ; on the other Hand, Copper? by Reafon of its fouler and bafer 
Nature, and its greater Plenty, could not lb well be ufed in large Tranfattions, though extremely ufe- 
ful in fmallones, and for making up even and entire Sums ; although,, neverthelcfs, it was probably the 
earlieft Metal in molt Countries for Coins, and we know was certainly fo in the firft Times of ancient 
Rome. 

Whilft the Romans held Britain? they there coined Gold, Silver and Copper ; of all which Coins, as 
well as of thofe brought from Rome herfelf, very many have been dug up in various Parts of this Ifland. 

When the Saxons firft conquered a Part of England? in the Middle of the Vth Century, they were 
Savages and Pagans, and probably had no Sort of Coins in their own Country of Germany \ but 
when they became more civilized and chriftianized, they coined Silver Money, of which lome Pieces 
are to be ltill found in the Cabinets of the Curious. 

As far as certainly appears, the largefl: Silver Coin 



oin in England? not only before, but for fome Centuries 
wny i which, till King Edward Ill's Reign, contained as 



after the Norman Conquefl, was denominated a Penny 

much Silver as about Three-pence of our Money, and as this Penny was, in their Manner of coining, 
cut almoft through crols-wife, it could with JEale be divided into Halfpence and Farthings, [or Fourth- 
ings'J and lome fay into Half-farthings, though furely too fmall for Circulation. Bifliop JVeetirtood? in 
his very ufeful and judicious Chronicon Preciofum? (publiflied Anno 1707) thinks it doubtful whether the 
Anglo-Saxon Pound of Silver was of equal Weight with the Anglo-Norman Pound. The former was 
however divided into 48 [merely nominal] Shillings, and each Shilling into 5 real Pence.; fo that their 
Pound (as ours at prefent) contained 240 Pence. cc Probably, (fays tiie Bifliop) the Saxons had fuch 
<c a real Coin as a Mark? called by them Mancufs? Mancufq? and Mearc? being thirty of their Pence, or 
" fix of their nominal Shillings." [Here, however, the Bifliop differs from, moll: other Authors, who 
feem to agree, as before, that a Penny was their largeft Coin.] cc But, lince the Normam Conqueft, a 
Mark has been only a Denomination; and, early after that Period, was, as at prelent, t%s> 4*/. 
From the Norman Conqueft, downward, the Pound Weight of Silver contained 20 merely nominal Shil- 
" lings, and 240 real Pence/* Yet (he thinks that) tc fometimes their nominal Shilling- contained 16 
Pence in the earlier Times, but lower down always but 1 2 Pence. A Penny was fo muqh the whole 

~ " " ~ [thfeia//» Name for % % Penny\ 
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Nummus? i. e. Money ? and when it, is any determined Sum tli 
gnify a Penny •, for neither Groats nor Half groats were coined 



having been merely a Denomination, or ideal Manner of counting, as Pounds and Marks 
us- A Penny was alfo frequently called a Sterling. We find Silver Half-pence as far I 
Henry I. and they were then alfo called Mails. And there were allb Silver Farthings;" 



Franc* was the firft 
Nation in Europe 
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From the Time of the Emperor Charlemagne? (according to the French Authors) a nominal Silver 
Livre t was alfo a real Livre? or Pound Troy IVeight of Silver; and fo it fcems probably to have remained 
* c i the Croifades? or Expeditions to the Holy-Land? which draining France more than any other tt'ejterh 
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Weighty and their -Silver Penny was thrice the "Weight and Value ^ydwofJao- 
ali gradual Diminution, carefully noted by Bifliop Fleetwood from 
ear of King Edward III. Anno 1344 ; and from thence to Henry 

his Reign, and alio in that of his innocent Son's 



firli five Years, fliamefully debafed 5 but in the laft Year of Edward VI. its Purity was reftored, and 
its Weight reduced to the State it is in at this prcfent Time. 

[Thus, it fhould feem, that France (the bufiefl: of any Nation* of Europe in thofe Croifades) was the 
firlfc Nation of any that began to diminifh the real Value? or to raife the nominal Value of their Coins, 
which they alfo have continued to do much more immoderately than our Englijh Kings did y for their 
King Charles V. who died Anno 1327, had, in his Time, already coined feven numerical JLivres out of 
rheir real Livre* or Pound Weieht of Silver. Mr. Voltaire thinks, that near the like Scarcity and En- 
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III. From the qth Year of our King Henry V. Anno 1421, to the firft Year of King Henry VIII. Anno 
j 509, the Silver Penny, on an Average, was worth very near Two-pence of our Modern Money: 

IV. From the 2d Year of King Henry VIII. Anno 1510, to his 33d Year, Anno 1542, a Pound of fine 
Silver was coined into 45 Shillings, being 3 J. 9 d. per (Dunce : So that their Nine-pence was equal to 
cur Shilling. 

Gsp*"' Hitherto, our Silver Coins preferved their Credit, and exceeded in Value our modern ones of 
the fame Denomination ; but fucceeding Minifters brought both Difreputation to their Sovereigns, and 
Lois to the Kingdom, by their fhort-fighted and wicked Meafures, in debafing our Coins, at length, to 
a fhameful Degree. For, 

V. In the 34th and 35th Years of King Henry VIII. Annis 1543 and 1544, the Silver Coin firfl: be^an 
to be debated to ten Ounces of fine Silver, and two Ounces Allay, jper Pound Weight j out of which 
Pound they coined 48 Shillings ; yet ftill Four-pence of their Coin was equal to Five-pence of ours. 

VI. But in the following Year, (Anno 1 545) that King fuffered his Silver Coin to be debafed fo far 
as to Jix Ounces fine, and Jix - Ounces Allay 5 in luch Sort, that Eight-pence of their Money was but 
equal to Five-pence of ours. 

VII. And in the three following Years, 1546-7-8, his Coin was flill farther debafed, to four Ounces fine, 



1344, down to 
modern 1 imcs. 



and eight Ounces Allay, and they coined forty-eight Shillings of this bafe Metal in the Pound; fo that 
their Shilling, or Twelve-pence, was worth but Five-pence of our modern Money; whereby they made 
the People pay after the Rate of twelve Shillings for an Ounce of pure Silver. 

VIII. In the 3d Year of King Edward VI- (Anno 1549) the Coin was brought back to the Finenefs of 
the Year 1545, ws. Jix Ounces fine, and Jix Ounces Allay* fo that their Eight-pence was [as above] 

equal to our Five-pence. 

TX. Yet they Rill remained infatuated, as if Foreigners, as well as our own People, would, in Bills of 
Exchange, and all other Money Tranfaftions with us 9 put any greater Value on our faid Coins than they 
actually contained of fine Silver for, out of a Pound of Silver of the laft-named Finenefs, they coined 
72 Shillings, in the Year 1550; whereby an Ounce of fine Silver was valued at twehe of their Shil- 
lings, as in the before-named Years 1 546-7-8. 



X. And, moft fcandaloufly for the Nation, (fays the good Bifliop) in the 5th Year of King Edward 
VI. (Anno 1551) the Silver Coin was debafed lo low as to three Ounces fine, and nine Ounces Allay* 
and out of a Pound thereof they coined 72 Shillings: At which Rate, fine Silver was worth 1 /. 4J. of 
their Coin per Ounce : So that Twelve-pence of their Money was not worth Three-pence of ours. 

XL I" the following Year 1 552, King Edward VI. 's Minifters at length law this their great Error ; 
wherefore they now reflrored the Finenefs of the Silver Coin to eleven Ounces and one Penny-weight 
fine, and coined Jixty Shillings out of the Pound ; nearly the lame as in our Days. 



fine. 



Half- 



XIII. And fo it continued to the 2d Year of Queen Elizabeth^ when that excellent Princeis coined 
Jixty Shillings out of a Pound of Silver of eleven Ounces and two Penny-weight fine ; and thus it 
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has continued till now, [7. e. to 1706, when the Bifliop wrote.] So that the Variation of the Value oi* 
our Silver Coin, from the Year 1552, above-named, down to the prefent Time, has been fo inconfiderr 
able as not to be worth regarding. 

Thus, more briefly, by Way of Recapitulation, 

*A When we read or fpeok of any Sum of Money in our 
the Year 1344, we are ever to conlider it, on an Average, 
like Sum in our Time. 



Hiftories, from the Saxon Times, dowx 
is about thrice the Weight and Value of 



Blflmp Fleet wood's 
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?*dl)\ From 1345 to 1420, their Monejr or Coins, ori an Average, contained about Times the 

of the lame Denomination 5 u c. their Penny weighed about, or near 



Quantity of Silver which is in ours 7 
2. d- of our Money. 
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ney 



^thly\ From 1:510, to 1 542, (on a like Average) their Nine-pence was nearly equal to our Shilling* 
Sthly, And Annis 1 543 and 1 544, their Four-pence might be nearly equal to our Five-pence. 

So that, (difregarding the next following eight fhamefully-debafing Years, which doubtlefs occafioncd 
much Confufion in Bulinels for the Time) down to the Year 1552, when our Silver Coin was firlt re- 
duced or fettled to near upon its prefent Purity; it is in thefe lail-named five Periods alone, that the 
Confideration of rhe different Weight and Value of our Silver Coins is to take Place, exact enough 
our general Purpofe of making a near Judgment of the Rate of Livings from the Prices of Provifions, 
and other Neceflaries, the Quantum of Salaries/ and the Pay of Workmen, Soldiers, Sailors, £sfr. Yet* 
for the farther Satisfaction of the more curious, we lhall fubjoin the following Table, firft exhibited by^ 
the great Mr. Locke, in his farther Confiderations concerning the raifing the Value of Money + publi/hcd Anno 
1695* i° Anlwer to Mr. Lowndes's Report concerning the Silver Coin ; vizu 
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cc Thus, for Inffcance, (continues Bifliop Fleetwood) if, in the Year 1314, a Grafs-fed Ox cofl: 16 
Shillings, when their Shilling weighed thrice as much as ours, they paid 2 /. 8 j. of our Money for it; 
and a fat Ox now [i.e. Anno 1706*, when he wrote] cofts perhaps 10 1. at leaft, I conclude, the 
Flefli Meat of that Year was tour Times (or more) [he might have fairly laid five Times] as cheap 
as at prefent. 

cc But, as Provifions of all Kinds, both for Men and Beafts, varied much more in Price in thofe Times 
than now, (occafioned, I prefume, more from Farmers, £s?c. being lefs (killed, and, perhaps, lefs in- 
duftrious and provident, than from any fuppofed Difference in the Seafons, then and now) I conceive 
it will be a more certain Rule to judge of the Dearnefs and Cheapnefs of Living, formerly and now* to 
compare the Salaries of Priefis, Judges, &c. Thus, viz. Anno 1332, the Maintenance of a Chaplain 
for all Neceflaries, for Lodging, Diet, and Robes, vva&fix Marks, or 4/. per Annum, u e. iz & of 

ier 48 /. per Annum. So, Anno 1439, (above 

1y on 5 /. per Annum ; and the Money 



Money; fo poffiblv he could not now 



cing twice the Weight of ours, he had io/. of our Money 
[or rather 50/.] to live as decently. But you nuift alw 
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" r The injudicious (if not worfe) Advifers of King Henry VIII. in the four laft Years, but 
efpecially in the very laft Year of his Reign, and alfo of King Edward VI. (an innocent Minor) in all 
but the laft Year of his Reign, might poffibly imagine that they merited much by fo fliamefullv, 
adukeraung the Silver Com, becaufe they thereby brought fuch confiderable Gains to their refpeaive 
Sovereigns * but they did not confider the great Opportunity thereby afforded for the counterfeiting 
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CsV, will very frequently occur, the above-exhibited View 
jfficientlv illuftrate the t*ue Proportion of, or DifFcrei 



With refpeft to our Gold Coins, the Standard of them in old Times, was 23 Carrats and 34 Grains of Gold Owns m /% 

jr, (the Allay being either Silver or Copper. J The Pound of Gold be- / an j r turir Stand. 



fine Gold, and half a Grain of Allay 

in"" divided into 24 Carrats, and eachCarfat into four Grains. 
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The proportional Values of Gold and Silver Coins in England have always kept Pace pretty 
each other: For, the Pound of Gold, which, Anno 134.4.? (when Gold was firft coined in Er_ 
worth 13/- 14/. to 15 /. in Silver, is, by Degrees, rifcn to 44 /. ioj. and the Gold at prefent not lb line 
neither. Now, as a Silver Penny was then worth our Three-pence, and twenty Shillings then was worth 
our Sixty Shillings ; then Gold and Silver have kept pretty near the fame Proportion to each other. But 
as Silver has always been more current in buying and felling than Gold* becauftr always more Plenty or 
eafier to come a.t; fo the Quantity of Coin in an Ounce of Silver is more immediately for our Purpoie in 
this Enquiry into the different Rates of Living, than is that of Gold Coin. 

1 

cc Whenever 5 * (continues Bifhop Fleetwood) cc we meet with Obelus* Farthing? or Ferling of Gold? in Mali ofihcoM fV- 
<e our old Hiftories, it has always a Reference to the Integer or higher Denomination of fbme Gold Coin ; hfo Gold Cains enu- 
" as an Angel? a Noble? &c. So, when, in the Reign of King Edward III. Nobles? Oboluffes? (or Half- mcratcd. 
tc pence) and Farthings of Gold? were coined, the Oboltts is .here half vl Noble? and the Farthing the Quar- 

cc ter of a Noble? and the like of other Gold Coins, Crowns of Gold are of great Antiquity. — 

* c There never were any Silver-Coins named Nobles nor Angels? Florens nor Eyals? (or Royals) Sovereigns 
cc nor Units? Britain-Crowns? Tbiftle -Crowns? nor Double-Clowns? (the three laft coined by King James I.) 
" Pieces of 3 s. 4^. coined by King /Jewry VIIL All thefe being always Gold. Yet no Gold Coins 

<c older than King Edward VI. 's Reign can be found now, excepting very rare ones as far back as King 

Edward III. Though, from the Minutenefs of the then Silver Coins, it is highly probable that moftof 

€e the great Payments were made in Gold. The Danes (as in Doomf day-book) had introduced a 

€t Way of reckoning by Oras or Ores? twenty of which made two Marks ; but it is not known whether 
cc thereover was fuch a Coin, or whether it was only a Method of reckoning." [Yet Mr. Blount? in his 
Fragmenta ylntiqnitatis? printed in Q£lavo, Anno 1679? &y s 9 4C That Ore was a Saxon Coin worth Sixteen- 
" pence, and, by the Variation of the Standard, was afterward valued at Twenty-pence." He quotes 
a Cuftom in the Manor of Berkboh in Suffolk? ct That, in a Plea of the Crown, in the 37th Year of King 
<c Hemy III. in his Grandfather's Time, [King Henry II/s Time] the Men of that Manor, when they 
* c married a Daughter, were to pay two Ores [duos Ores'}? which were word* thirty- two Pence ?~ which 5 * 
(adds Mr. Blount ) " was, without doubt, in lieu of the Marcheta Mulierum^ or firft Night's Lodging with 
* e the Bride? which the Lords of fome Manors anciently claimed."] 

ct As for the Bezant? 7 * (fays the Bifhop again) cc fuppofed to be fo named from Byzantium? i. e. Con- 
cc flantinople? the Value of it was forgot even in King Richard the Third's Time ? and probably never was 
«* an Engli/b Coin. 



cc In the laft Year of King Edward VI 



Half 



" pences, were firft coined in England? (excepting only the few Shillings which had been coined 
" Anno j 504.) I weighed thofe Crowns, &fr. and found diem of the fame Weight, and much the fame* 
** Finenefs as ours. 

cc Anno 1561? Queen Elizabeth coined Sixpences, Fourpences, Threepences, Twopences, Pennies, 
<c Three-Farthings, and Half-pence, all of Silver? (for there were then no National Copper-Coins,) 
tc She, at the fame Time, called in all the bafe Coin, and fet our Coin on the noble Foot it now ftands 

There have been no Silver Farthings coined fince thole of the XXXVIth Year of King Henry 
Inch were verv bad* or othcrwile thev mult have been too fmall for Currencv. 




cc 



Queen Elizabeth coined, in her whole Reign, 'viz. from 1558 to 1602, in 
cc Sterling Silver Money 

And in bale Money for Ireland (of three Ounces fine) r 7 Z 



" And in Gold 

" Total of Siver and Gold 
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ct when a Pound- Weight of Gold was coined into 44/* Hps. by Tale, viz. into Pieces of 5/. Value, 

4 * of zL 1/. and of 10 s» : And the Pound -Weight of Silver was coined into Sixty-two Shillings, v/js. 
c * into Pieces of 5 s. — a s. 6d. — is. — 6d. — 4*/.— 2<£ — and One Pe/myJ* 

N. B. From all the Accounts we can find of the Word Livre in France? or Pound Flemifb* for the Nc- An imire Pound- 
therlands^ and [moft undoubtedly] of a Pound Sterling for England-? it does not appear that they ever Weight of Silver 
were real Coins in thofe Countries ; but that they were merely a certain Weight of Silver, and an ideal wa ? ncvcr a rcal 
Computation of Money- Whether there ever was fuch a real Cain, in old Times, as a Mark in foreign f* 1 "," 1 a,iy i>a?t ^ 

Parts. ur " Hm 
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INTRO DUCTION* 



Parts, [or any other than a certain Quantity of Silver or Gold by Weight, as at this Day in Fr4nci 9 &c] 
fee ms doubtful 9 though, atprefcnt, there is a fmall Silver Coin of Lttbeck* and other Ha?ife~Tpwns t called 
a Mark Lubs. In England there probably never was iiich a Coin* 

We fhall clofe this Diflertation on Coin., with a moft pertinent Remark of the late worthy Prelate, (fo, 
often quoted) to whom we are:fo much indebted for his Labours on this Subject, viz. cc That the Ob~ 
" fervation of fuch little Things, (as fome would call them), may be of good Ufe in the Confidcration of 
tc great Affairs ! And that many a Jingle Line of this Treatife" [i. <?. his Chronicon Prcciofuni\ €C has coft 

And if anv ancient Greek or Latin Writer had taken the like Pains. 



the looking over of a. great Book. 



portant Articles 
candid Readers, 




Judgment of our j 



Shipping. 



An E NQJUIR T into the Extent of the Geographical ami Nautical Knowledge of the An* 

cients 9 a?id of their Commerce a?id Shipping. 

Of the Geographical Before we proceed to the chronological Series of our Hiftory, we (hall exhibit a compendious View of 
Knowledge o\ the the Knowledge of the Ancients in the above-named Points ^ whereby will be clearly feen how far they 
C%££ and have becn ^rpatthd by the Moderns. 

■ 

In point of geographical and cojfhiographical Knowledge, the Ancients undoubtedly were greatly defi- 
cient ? as Varennius and many others have remarked. They were indeed almoft totally ignorant of 

their moll necefjhry and important Requifites ; fuch as, the Flux and Reflux of the Sea, the true Nature^ 

Diverjity? &c. of Winds-. the Habitableneft of the frigid and torrid Zones? the true Frame, Shape, 

and Dimenfions of the Earth and Seas ; and that the former might be circumnavigated, and was conie- 
quently encompafied by the latter. They were ignorant of there being any fuch Thing as the Anti- 
podes ^ and of die true Situation of fundry remote Countries and Seas ; of which both Greeks and Ramans 
gave very fabulous Relations, being quite unacquainted even with a great Part of the Lands and Seas 

of their ozvn Hcmifphere. Nei ther uhttcydidesy Herodotus? nor any other cotemporary Greek Author, have 

ib much as once named the Romans, though then growing into confiderable Power in Italy \ being al 
300 Years after the Building of Rome. Btidicus obferires, That the Greeks were fo utterly unacquainted 



about 



orus? one of their moft accurate Geographers, took Iberia [i. e. Spain} to be a Ciry ! 
had ventured a little Way without the Fret ton Gaditanum? [i. e. the Streights of Gib- 



■with Spain? thnzEphorus 
And even after they 

r altar or Cadiz} they deemed the latter (Cadiz) to be the moft Weftern Place or Port of the known World. 



To crown all, 

Mariner's Compafs] wanting which moft excellent Guide, 



c 

great Hazard 



far out of Sight of Land, fince, in cafe of being overtaken by a Tempeit, they muffc have been left in 
the utmoft Uncertainty, when deprived of the Sun by Day, and of the Moon and Stars by Night. And, 
although bold Adventurers did now and then run fuch Hazards for Gain ? yet, as they often paid very 
dear for it 7 the eroding of any wide Sea was feldom performed with Safety, as partly appears from the 
Incorredfcnefs of their bed Charts, whereon far-diftant Lands and Seas are laid down very -Troneoufly- 
cc There were, however," [fays Morifotus, in his Orbis Maritwms] tc geographical Maps of the Earth 
and Seas early amongft the Ancients. Strabo quotes Eratofthencs? in faying, That Anaximander was the 
firft that framed fuch Maps, . about the 50th Olympiad/' (/. e. about 5S0 Years before the Incarnation) 
That Herodotus exhibits a Map, from a Copper-plate?" [Tnbella Mred\ " of the Compafi of all the 
Earth, Seas, and Rivers ; which Map was brought to Cleomenes King of Sparta* and muft have 
happened before the LXXVth Olympiad, or about 480 Years before the Birth of Chrift." Laftly, he 

* iflcphanes? (in Nebulis So cr at is) to fhew that there were geographical Map 



cc 



CC 



who lived at the Clofe of the LXXXth Olympiad, or about 460 Years before the Incarnation. All 
which Knowledge or Skill of fome of the Ancients? (and perhaps much more) was utterly forgotten for a 
very long feries of Years : For there were no geographical Maps in England till the Reign of King Henry 
VII. (about the Year 1490 ;) and evenfo late as the learned Sebaftian Munfter y s Time, the Maps of his 
Geographia vetus et nova? printed at Bqfil 9 Anno 1540, are v/rcrchedly performed, and very erroneous. 
This Subjcft is likewife judicioufly handled by the Author of the fecond Edition of an Oftavo Treatife, 
intitled, 'Reflections upon Learning? Chap. xii. printed Anno 1727. "Parts of the World," (fays he) 
thought by the Ancients uninhabitable, have fince been found to be inhabited ; — the torrid Zone to 
be temperate enough, by refrelhing Showers, conftant Breezes, and cool Nights, by the direct let- 
ting of the Sun, and the Interpofition of the whole Body of the Earth. Antipodes, who have been 

the Subject of fo much Controverfy amongft the Ancients, are to us Matter of Fa£t: And the Globe 
itfelf has been encompafied with lefs Noife by Magellan^ Drake? Sec. than the Phecnidans and Greeks 
could coaft upon the Mediterranean** 



cc 

cc 
cc 
cc 
ct 



> - 



The Ancients being thus fo greatly deficient in point of geographical and naval Skill, and bein°- there- 
fore obliged to creep along-the Shores as much as poffible, that, in cafe of Storms, they mia-hthave a 
Chance to get into lome fafe Port or Creek j their Voyages, from one remote Country to another, were 
thereby rendered extremely dangerous as well as tedious : Dangerous, when near the Shore in ftormv 
Weather 5 and, if driven to a remote Coaft, or a far diftant Ocean, the Danger, Delay, and Difficulty 
of getring back, were (till much greater. 3 

■ 

Wonder that the Ancients were fo ignorant of the Extent and 
of the old World ; nor that they could not dilcovcr the new 
hers of the Church, Saint Auftin and Laffantius* and our own 



Omits of each of the three great 
one ; nor, 



1'cnrrable liedc, did nor only difbclievc but ridicule the Kxiftence of Antipodes ! 
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INTRODUCTION 



In Europe northward, the Ancients knew nothing beyond the 63d Degree of Latitude, and even fb How much of E 
far very obfeurcly farther than which Degree of Latitude even Ptolemy of Alexandria, the lateft and [^^^^^ 
beft of the ancient Geographers, has not fee down the Names of any Country or Sea. Neither was the c 
Difcovery fo far North laid to have been made until the Reign of the Emperor Augujtus, when a Roman 
Fleet iailed a good Way beyond the Entrance into the Bailie Sea, along the Coaft of Norway, as far as 
the Haven of Bergen, mentioned by Pliny under the Name of Bergos, but folely for mere Difcovery, 
they having never had any Commerce, nor fcarcely any Corrcfpondence on that Coaft. Strabo, (an able 
HiLtorian and Geographer, who flouriflhed at that Time) relates, That the Ships which traded from the 
Ports of Gaul never ventured farther North than Ireland, as believing all Places more northerly to be un- 
inhabitable, by reafon of intenfe Cold ! Until the fourth Year of the Emperor Domitian, (Anno Cbrtfti 
84) Britain was not perfectly known to be an Ifland, in which Year the Roman Fleet firft failed 

round it. 

Within the Baltic Sea, (where, as far as appears, neither the Phenicians, Carthaginians, nor Greeks had 



fcarcely ever been) the Romans made fome Difcovery, but feem not to have had any Commerce, nor con- 
ftant Corrcfpondence therein : They had indeed failed up into that Sea, as far Eaftward as what they 

d the Sinus Fenedicus, near the Coaft of modern Livonia and (fomcwhat farther on) finding two 



great Gulphs or Inlets of the Sea, viz. That now called of Finland, ftrctching Eaftward, and that of 
Bothnia fhooting Northward-, they thereupon concluded, that thofe Openings communicated with what 
chcy called the Icy or Hyperborean Ocean thence, picturing to themfelves two vaft Iflands, the Eafter- 
moft of which they named Finningia, (comprehending modern hitdand and Ruffian Lapland) and to the 
more Wefterly one they gave the fcveral Names of Scandinavia, Sca?:dia, and Baltia, comprehending mo- 
dern Sweden, Norway and the reft of Lapland. Ptolemy has alfo laid down four fmaller Iflands very near 
each other, to which he gives no other or more particular Names than that of Scandi* Infid<e qualuor, 
the four Ifles of Scandia \ and they v indeed, in point of Situation, nearly enough anfwer to the modern 
Ifles of Zealand, Fuhnen, Langland, and Laland\ but in none of them has he marked any Angle Dace 
nor Town. 

On all the Northern Shores of the Baltic Sea, the Ancients feem to have had no fort of Acquaintance 
at all, from the South Point of Norway quite to Finland; which Countries, even fo late as Pliny, were 
lb much unknown as to be by him termed (alter Orbis) another TVorlcF, and which, probably, in thofe 
Times, had no Correfpondcnce at all without the Baltic Sea Southward. 

Neither indeed had the Ancients any Need of going fo far for naval Stores, feeing the Pbemcians 9 
Greeks, and Romans were fupplied therewith nearer home : And the Copper-Mines of Sweden, as well as 
the Silver-Mines of Norway, are of a much later Difcovery. The Romans always deemed the River 
Vifltda to be the Eaftern Boundary of Germany and all the reft of Europe, Eaft of that River, they termed 
Sarmaiia Europca. 

A Roman Fleet might poffibly have been driven by Storm fb far Weft from the Norwegian Coafts as to xyitlma Time of the 
difcover Iceland, and, on that Suppofition, fome have conjefturcd that Ifland to have been their Ultima An ctents, where 
Tbide; which t\\c Romans deemed the far the ft known Place or Land Northward. Yet our learned Camb- probably &tu*tcd* 
den, and many others, with more fceming Probability, think their Ultima Thule to have been the large ft: 
of our Shetland 1 fles, as lying more diredtly in their Way; whereas Ice/and lies a great Way Weft from 
the Coaft of Norway, and likewife almoft two Degrees farther Nortli than it appears the Romans had ever 

iailed. 

In AJie, the Ancients feem to have known very little of the vaft Countries bordering on the North How much afjfa 



Coafts of the Eitxinc Sea, to which they gave the general Name ot Scyihia. Even in Pliny's Time, it waskt.own to ihc 
was thought doubtful, whether the Pains Meotis (now called the Sea of Zabachy or of Crim-^Tartarx) jis:atKU * 
did not communicate with the Hyperborean or Scythian Ocean. Yet Theodofia (lince named Cajfa, in the 
adjoining Peninfulaof the Taurica Chcrfonefus, lince called Crimea) was then deemed a frequented Port of 
Commerce. 

From the Emperor Augujtus* s Reign, the Romans traded from Egypt to the Hither India: Yer, even by 
Ptolemy, (who flourifhed about the Year of our Lord 140) we find all the Coafts beyond the River Indus, 
and much more fo beyond the Ganges, very orroneoufly laid down ; as are alfo moft of the Indian Iflands, 
excepting Taprobana alone, generally thought to be the Ifle of Ceylon, with which they feem to have been 
beft acquainted- And, to demonftrate how little they knew Eaftward or North-eaftward of the Aurea 
Chcrfonefus, [7. c. probably the Promontory of Malacca] Ptolemy has thereabout placed the three fabulous 
Ijlescf the Satyrs, wherein they fuppofed the Inhabitants to have Tails like Bcafts 5 and that Ships having 
any Iron Nails fattened in them, were ftopt in the neighbouring Sea of thofe Ifles, and could not proceed, 
by reafon of the Rocks of Loadftone or Magnet at the Bottom of the Sea : And, inftead of an open Sea 
from thence along the Coafts of Cochin-China, ^fonquin, and China, that Geographer makes the Sea to 
terminate at the Bottom of a vaft Bay, which he calls Sinus Magnus, making the laft-namcd three Coun- 
tries to form the Well and North Sides thereof, and the (aid fuppofed Eaft Side of that Sinus Magnus 10 
be where the Ifles of Japan and the Philippines are fituatcd, which he feigns to be a vaft Continent run- 



ning very far South, where the modern Molucca Ifles, (s?c. fhould be placed. And, to crown all, he 
makes the laid fuppofed Eaft Continent to turn dirc£tly IVefl, crofs the great Southern Ocean, until it 
joined the Continent of Africa, at or very near the Prajfum Pro7>iontorium, [now about or near Mozam*- 
biqitc~\ in 15 Degrees of South Latitude-, whereby the vaft Indian Ocean was made to be no other than a 
huge Lake. [See the annexed Map from Clandii Ptolenux:i ^Tabuuc Geographic^, printed at Fi-anckcr and 
Utrecht, ylnno 1695, and ScbaJIian Mnnftcr J $ Geographia 'vetus et ncva, printed at Bafsl, Anno 1 540.3 

"Which romantic Draught of the IndianOccnn plainly fhews,* that Ptolemy (who can fcarcely be fuppofed to Africe % whether cv« r 
have been ignorant of what former Authors had written) did not believe that any Paflage was practicable from failed round b> tk 
the Red-Sea, round Africa, to the Mediterranean Sea, notwithftanding what Herodotus and Pliny liad related con- Ami.-ms. 

Vol. I. Jc cernins 
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cerning Rich fuppofed Voyages ; as, particularly, that Hanno, a great Carthaginian Captain, had failed 
from Carthage round Africa to the Red-Sea, and back again the fame Way to Carthage. Yet fome French 
Authors (as Morifotus, and Huet Bifhop of /Lvranchcs) fpealc of the Reality of fuch Voyages as a Mattef 
quite certain although Ptolemy, [in Lib. IV. Cap. ix. Tab. 4. of Africa} in treating of Ethiopia Infe- 
rior, even to the fartheft Part of it South-weftward to the Ocean called Agifymba* which anfwers, on our 
Maps, to the Coaft of Angola* names the adjoining Land Southward (towards our modern Cape of Good 
Hope) Terra incognita* i.e. utterly unknown. The famous Hiftorian Polybius* who wrote at Rome* [ja 
Greek] about 300 Years before Ptolemy* lpcaks doubtfully of this Matter ; viz. " None can fay pofitivciy 
« no this Day, whether ylfrica be a Continent running to the South, or whether it be encompafled by 
« the Sea." And yet Herodotus, who wrote near 300 Years before Polybhis, fays exprefsly, That « A- 
« frica is an lfland, excepting where it touches upon Afia \ and that N'eaes King of Egypt firft di (covered 
« it to be lb, having can fed. feveral Phcnicians to fail from the Red-See round Africa* which took up three 
« Years Time." 

Upon the whole, although fuch a Voyage might be barely poffible, even in fuch uninflru&cd Times, 
yet we conceive it was not extremely probable. Poffibly Ptolemy looked on fo hazardous an Adventure 
in the fame Li edit as he feems to have done Diodoms Siailus's Account of the great lfland, laid to have 



and yfcry 
defdfibed 



_ o »■ - . j ittuated directly 

ar Weft of thcFretam Gaditamtw, (/. ^. the Straight of Gibraltar) and alio Plat us Injnla Atlantis, 
in much the fame Situation; which arc by fome fuppofed to be America : A Voyage perhaps 
3e accounted for than even the other two round Africa. 



chat fome thought 
others thousrht it 



dly the firft ancient Author who di/covered the Cafpian Sea to he no other t 
:le known before his Time, (and itill tela the Countries North and liaft 
had a Communication with the great Scythian or Hyperborean Ocean ; 

with the Indian Ocean. 



it 

had fome 



fir; 

and 



Sort of Communication 



Mtmfler* ( i'o 1 a t e 



1540) in his Note on the Cafpian Sea, fays, " Jljrcamzn Jive Cafpian AJarS* qucd Ptolemjcm I.acum 
facit, Plinius, Solinus, Strabo, et Prifcianus, Simon Occam ad borcam effe iradnnt ' ; /tv' w.r /V' ian.ro fub- 
fcribivius" [i. e. Hyrcanian or Cafpian Sea, which Ptolemy makes to be a La^t* Winy, Solinus, Strabo ^ 
id Prifcian, make to be a Gidpb or Arm of the Northern Ocean ; but we are of Ptolemy 9 s Opinio?/.'} Yet 
e true Shape and Dimenfions of this huge Cafpian Lake were not perfctSbly difcovered until the late 
xar of Mufcoiy, Peter the Great, caufed it to be more 



accurately furvcyed in the Years 171 9, 1720 



and 1721. 



Afia* all that vaft Country which we call Great Tartary* beyond the 



A Diijrcflion con- 
cerning the Tarta- 
rs in acu's Commu- 
nication with that of 
Ci'ina and fa/a*. 



unknown to us, by realon of its inholpitable Liimate, csrr. J\na nerc, oy way or i-ngreinon, wo may 
briefly obferve, That there leems to be much Probability that the Tartarian Sea, or North-call: frozen 
Ocean, extends South-eaftward till it joins the Sea of China and Japan ; more efpecially, if what has been 
afierted by fome may be credited, viz. That pjfbales have been killed on the North Part of the Chincfe 
Coaft, in the Bodies of which were found (tuck Harpoons, having Englifb and Dutch Letters, and other 
European Marks on them, with which Harpoons thofe Whales had been nightly ft ruck in the Spitsbergen 
Seas ; which Suppofition, however, may be true \ although, nevertheless, the laid Tartarian Sea may he 
unnavigable by Shipping, 
therto been able to pals ; 
Seas. 

As Africa, even in our own Days, is the leaft known of any of the three Parts of the old Work!, the 
like may be faid in fome Refpedts with regard to the Times of the Ancients. KevertheleJs, its far-extended 
Weft Coaft Southward was better known and difcovered in Ptolemy's Time ( 1600 Years ago) than it was 
in the former Part of the XV th Century, (about 300 Years ago) when the Pcrtnguefe commenced their 
Difcoveries Southward on that Coaft. For the Carthaginians had difcovered ''probably about zooo Years 
ago) as far Southward on that Coaft as Cape Formofa, in five Degrees of North Latitude. Moreover, the 
Phenicians and Egyptians from the Red-Sea, (and probably alfo the Arabians* Pcrjians, and Indians) had 
difcovered a great Way South-weftward on the African Shores, along what is now called the Coafts of 
Ajan and Zangucbar* as far as to fifteen Degrees of South Latitude in which Voyages they made ionic 
fort of Difcovery of a great lfland which they named Me?utt bias , and fometimes Cerne, now called Mada- 
gafcar^ which icemed to be as little regarded of old, as it is in our Days, though 
known. The intire 




3 1 

And here, by way oi Digrefiion, we 




A*n*n % haw much 

of it known to ihc 
Ancients. 



w _ now much better 

North Shores of Africa, from the Straights-Mouth down to Egypt, and till it joins 
to Afia, were not only better known, but alfo much better peopled and cultivated in ancient Times ihan 

As for the above-named far-extended Weft Coaft, of which probably the Carthagi- 
Maps as well as they could, the ancient Maps of ic handed down to us are far from being 
the Shape, Windings, or Trendings of thole moftly inhofpitable Shores. 



even at this Day. 



Thf ancient mari- 
time Uif-n-vertrs were 
chiefly owing to the 
great commercial 
Cities. 



From this brief View of ancient Europe* Ajia, and Africa* it plainly appears, That fcarccly half the 
terraqueous Globe was lb much as barely or fuperficially known to the Ancients * and that Vcarce the 
half of that half was traded to by them, even fo far down as the lid Century, when the Roman JKmpire 
was in its Zenith of Power and Extent of Dominion and Difcovery. 

Before the noble mercantile Cities of TfremSCarlbagc were deflroyed, thofe induftrious People ventur- 
ed far and wide with infinite Hazard on the Ocean for Gain, even without the Mediterranean* both to the 
South and North of it, 



Mar 



Horat. 



So rhat it was probably much more owing to them, than to the Greeks and Romans, that the main Difco- 
veries were anciently made. 

It 
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Maftcrs 



Europe 



Norway. _ 
yijhtla] or Ruffian to which two laft-named Coun triers they 



rvartons 
Coaft of 



s, in very ancient Times, rc for ted to the CaJJiterides for Tin, i. e. 
\i Cornwall** as is generally believed. But although the Greeks j 



were indeed utter Strangers. Mere Difcovcry alone, (and that moilly an impcrfeft one) was all that 
they could pretend to. 

Even in Germany they had no permanent or folid Dominion farther than the Territories protected by 
their Strong-holds on the Rhine and Danube, notwithftanding their frequent Boaftings of their Conquefts 
as far as the Elbe? and fometimes even to the Shores of the Baltic. 

With refpcvSb to the Netherlands, anciently known by the Name of Lower Germany and Belgium, Authors- 
are not at all agreed, whether they were not originally much overflowed in fbme Parts, and woody in 
other Parts of them-, or that, as Sir IVilliam "Temple thinks, c< They- were only reduced to that bad State 
tC by the Ravages of the Barbarians after the Fall of the Weftern Empire, v/hen, through Want of The ancient ConcK- 
tc People, their Grounds remained uncultivated, and fo became Forejt and Woods if higher Grounds, tion o: the AV//vr- 
tc and marjhy if lower, the two natural Soils of all deferred Lands in temperate Regions , and that they a^cordm?, in 
cc remained in that Condition till Charlemagne's Time." As for their ancient Commerce, there is little Slr M il tam 1 e 
or nothing recorded concerning it, excepting what little they had with Britain. The Ifles along theCoall 
of Holland? and thofe now conltituting the Province of Zealand? are, by fundry Authors, thought to have 
been mere barren Banks of Sand, formed by Inundations cutting them off from the Continent, and 
fcarcelv inhabited but by a few Fifhcrrnen, till about the Vllth or Vlllth Century •> yet, with refpc£fc to 
Zealand particularly, all Authors are not herein agreed. 

The Romans? in Britain? undoubtedly introduced many and great Improvements in the Cultivation of 
their JLands, in Cloth-making, and Shipping, They taught them alio to build Houfes, and regular 
Towns and Cities, with fundry other domeftic and mechanical Arts. Tacitus^ even fo early as Nero's 
Reign* fpeaks of London., as well frequented by Ships and Merchants. Their chief Commerce then, £^, f% nvvci! fa* 
and lonrs after, was in Corn, Lead, IVool? "Tin, Horjcs? and other Cattle, with Gaul and Belgium. It is quciut-d mercantile 
e/rneralfy rnought, that the Britons had worked their Tin-Mines of Dcvonjbire and Cornwall long before PoninAWs rime. 
the fi'.ffc Roman Invafion ; and that the Phoenicians? Carthaginians* and Greeks traded hither for that ulcful 
Metal, (of which they are laid to have had none in thofe Times in their own Countries.) Yet Cambden 
thinks, that Britain was not dircftly known to the ancient Greeks, though he admits that the other two 

to the Scilly Ifles, fsY. on the 

^.w»»^ ~* — ? — — a / o - might not diredfcly trade thither 

rhemfelves, they probably purchafed our Tin of the Phoenicians? who, having named thofe Ifles Barata- 
7iac? which in their Language tignified Tin-IJlcs, the Greeks, probably for that Reafon, gave them the T |, at lhc CaT,>,. 
Appellation of CaJJiterides? fignifying the fame in their Language. Orpheus' 's Verfes, written in the Time r ;J,, t 0 r -7#«tncs 
of Pijijlrahts? are quoted to prove the Re lor t of the Phoenicians to the CaJJiterides : And Fefiits Avi**txs re- of the Andenu. 
lates, that Himilco was fen i thither by the Senate of Carthage? about 850 Years before the Birth cr Chrifi? ^^^^^b 
according to the learned Bochart in his Canaan. Nevertheless, Thuantts? in Lib. 75. /peaking of the <^ a i£ n *" " ' 
Azores Ifles, fays, " El CaJJiterides olim? at qui dam put ant, cognominatar," i.e. Some conjeSlure they were an- 
ciently named the CaJJiterides. Concerning which Opinion there furely feems very little Probability : Firft, 
becaule it does not appear, that the Azores Ifles were at all known to the Ancients , neither are they 
found on the Maps of Ptolemy? the lateft Geographer of the Ancients: And, Ildly, Becaufe, as far as 
we have ever heard or read, there is no Tin to be found in any of thofe Ifles, which, as we fhall relate 
in its Place, were firfl found by the Portuguefe? without any Inhabitants, in theXVth Century. 

Although it be uncertain how far precilcly fouthward the Carthaginians regularly traded by Sea along 
the vaftly-extcnfive "Weft Coaft of Africa? yet it is plain from Ptolemy, that they traded, not only over 
Land fouthward of their own Dominions, (which arc faid to have extended 300 Englijh Miles South of 
the Mediterranean Coaft) as far as the great River Niger, [now Senegal] but likewife by Sea to the faid Ri- jrriaU ancient 
vcr, and alfo a vaft Way up into and South of that River, and Eaftward into the very Heart of Africa, Commerce, 
even as far as the Confines of Ethiopia Jub ASgypto \ in which vaft Track of Country, Ptolemy (who, living Oir/A^,-, ; ts f :ir 
in Egypt? muft needs have been well acquainted therewith) has placed very many Towns where now we evrcndl-ti Commerce 
know of none, nor of the Countries they were in. So that the Carthaginians, above 2000 Years ago, into J/rica, 
had difcovered and traded to a much greater Part of the inland Countries of Africa? than any have done 
iincc. The Romans? it is true, after they had conquered Carthage? did at one Time pufh their Con- 
quefts as far South as the faid great River Niger ; which, however, feems to have been more for Glory 
than for any permanent Settlement fo far South : And they fcem gradually to have dropped, foon after, 
all Commerce and Correfpondence with thofe far inland Parts of Africa along the Niger? &c. which Tares, 
Jome at this Day are of Opinion, will fooner or later be difcovered to be the fineft and moft populous Coun- 
tries of Africa? and wherein alio will be found many of the nobleft Materials for Commerce. 

After the Romans had maftcred Gaul, Spam? and Britain? it does not appear they gave much Attention Farther Remark* on 
to Commerce in thole fine Countries fo plentifully ftored with the Means for it ; much leis did they the Coirmt-rce of 
attempt any Commerce to Parts whither their Arms had never reached or triumphed ; infomuch that, anC!t ' 11 
after the Dcftru&ion of the ancient commercial Cities, Commerce became principally more circumfcribed 
within the Mediterranean? exxepting chiefly the before-named neighbouring Trade between Gaul? Bel- 
gium? and Britain. 

We muft likewife except the Eajl- India Trade carried on from Angnfiirfs "rime, and long after, in 
confequence of his Conqucllof Egypt. 



With refpedt to the ancient Commerce of other Farts ot /{fta? we mall not enlarge on the once famous 
Ports of Tyre? Sidon? and many more, on the Coafts of Syria and Lcjfer Aftc, and on the Shores of the mcrcc. 
Egtmn? Euxine? and Red-Seas, in all or moft of which Parts there was a very considerable Commerce 
carried on with the richeft and moft excellent Merchandize of the Univerlr. Thofe famous Cities, more 

cfpccially 
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efpccialiy thofc of Lejfer-slfta and Syria, were the firft and moft renowned trading-Ports of the ancient World 
long before the Romans had a Name and lb excellent were their Productions and Manufactures,, that 
they thereby maintained a great Commerce with Greece, Italy, Egypt, and Barhary, as well as with Perf.a, 
Arabia, and India. 

Vblna ancu-u, fomc Although the Ancients had no maritime Commerce lb far as Serica, generally and probably jjuft- 
Accottnt oi" it! ly believed to have been the Country now called China, yet it is plain it had been anciently travelled to 




polis, in much the lame Latitude with its modern one of Pckin, and alio with the Cambalu or Cambalik of 
Marco-Polo. 

The South Part of that Country is, on the Maps of the Ancients, called the Country of the Sin*e, from 
whence poflibly the modern Name of China might come. 

Oftl.cSW ping of "With refpeft to the Shipping of the Ancients, they were, in general, much lefe fubftantial than thofc 
ih!r rUicicnL. of modern Times: And, as al molt all their great naval Affairs, both for War and Commerce, were 

tranfatfed within the Mediterranean, Eg<can, and Euxinc Seas- moft* of their Ships were probably much 
like what the Row-Gallies in thole milder Seas now generally are ; as partly appears from the Defcrip- 
tions of many of their naval Combats, wherein we frequently find feveral hundred Ships or Gallies en- 
gaged on each Side; and yet, (for Confirmation of our above Conjecture) when in fuch Battles moft of 

' ' " * *" in a very few Weeks, re-build others in their 

lie in the fir ft PanicWar, when they cell us, that 
a Reman Fleet of 120 Veflels was built and rigged out in the Space of fixty Days, reckoning even from 
the very Day that the Timber of them was felled in the Woods ! Which Ships were fent out, (and fuc- 
ccfsfully too) again ft a Scate then very powerful at Sea. 

Afterward, we find Fleets of 1000 Sail and upwards, engaged on each Side, in the dejperate Cornells 
between Rome and Carthage', many of which Veflels, indeed, were large enough to carry fomc hundreds 
of Soldiers and Mariners. Yet, when feveral hundreds of fuch Ships were deitroyed in War, the like 
Number has been made up again in a few Months ; which fcems fufficiently to evince the Slightnels or 
Slendernefs of thofc Veflels, in comparifon with our flrong and lofty Ships of War in modern Times, or 
even of our belt Merchant-Ships. There are, however, fome few eminent Inftances of War-Gallics of 
«-}•<■> v in f a prodigious Size and Capacity, Riited to their then Manner of Sea-Fights. Such was that mentioned 
the AncicntVdcilri- in the ancient Hiftory of Bithynia, which was lent out by the City of Hcraclea, on the Euxine Sea, to 
bed, " the Affiftance of Ptolemy Ccratmus, which is {aid to have required 800 Rowers on each Side, and car- 

ried, befides, 1200 Soldiers j if Hiftory (or rather poflibly Transcribers) has not much exaggerated than 



their Veflels have been deitroyed, they could frequently, 
Stead from their very Keels. This was eminently the Cafe 



Forre enormous 



Matter. Moreover, certain great and dcJpotic Monarchs of the Ancients have fometimcs built Ships of 
a prodigious Bulk, though more for mere Often tat ten than for Ufe : Such was the Ship of Ptolemy Pbilo- 
peter, King of Egypt, laid (if you will believe it) to have been 2S0 Cubits [/. c. 420 Feet] in Length, 
carrying 4000 Rowers, 3000 Soldiers, and 400 Mariners. Another of chat Prince's Veflels, purely for his 
Plealure on the River Nile, is laid to have been 312 Feet in Length, and 45 in Breadth, and 'its Malt 
120 Feet in Heighth. It had various State-Rooms, ornamented with Gold, Ivory, Marble, and fine 
Cy pre Is- Wood 5 and its Carving, Painting, almoft endlefs to be deicribed. 

Demetrius Poliorcctcs, Son of jtnligonus King of Syria* is faid to have built another fuch huge Ve/Tel. 
But nothing came up to that conftruded by the incomparable Jlrcbimedes, for lliero King of Syracufc : 
It had magnificent Apartments, and alfo Gardens on its Decks. It had vaft Machines fixed on it, for 
throwing of Stones of 300 Founds Weight, and Arrows of 15 Cubits [/. c. 224- Feet] in Length. 
The Timber ufed in building it is laid to have been fuificient for the conftrucrzng of fixty Gallies: And 
%ce ought not to forget, that its grcateit Mali was faid to have been brought from Britain. Klnglfiero 
fent this wonderful VelTcl as a Prefent co Ptolemy King of Egypt. The Roman Emperor Caligula alio built 
a famous Ship or Galley for his Plcafure, which had Trees and Gardens on it. But farther beyond all 
Credibility was the Ship of Dionyfius, the Tyrant of Syracufe, wherein he fled from Sicily, which (if the 
old Hiflorians or their Tranfcribers have not fhamcfully blundered) was capable of holding Six hundred 
thottfand Pcrfons ! In the Water it went on Wheels, driven or turned on its Deck by fix Oxen j yet, after 
all, jt was, itfecm.% allowed, even by the Relaters, to have been fitter for Lakes and Rivers than far the 
main Ocean : And, had the Hiltorians faid the like of the others before mentioned, they had orobablv 



come neare 



Materials than the M 
nents of the Moderns, 



&c 



contracted Sphere 
its, firjt, from the 
Increafe of the natural 



efpeit to Trees, Fruits, Plants, 



for Manufactures, Food, and Phyfic as to Mines, Minerals, and Fqffil 
JIdly, From the vaft Increafe and Improvement of that great Material for Commerce, the Fijhery. And, 
Jlldly, From the Invention of many new and profitable Manufactures, and of manual and mechanical 
Arts, utterly unknown to the Ancients. 

Having thus (we hope) fufficiently illuftrated the Nature and great Benefits of Commerce to every 
Nation whatever ^ and more particularly the very great Importance of it to the Briti/h Empire i and ha- 
ving likewile endeavoured to clear up and obviate fuch Objections and Difficulties as required our previous 
Cnniidcration i we next proceed to the more momentous hiftorical and chronological Series of our Work 
wherein will be more fully and particularly difcufied and illuftrated, in their proper Places, very oreat 
Numbers of important Points, fome of which, in this Introduction, are more briefly handled, purely for 
Connedtion's Sake : Such, for Inftance, as thofc of the General Balance of a Nation's Commerce, — National 
<o:d Private Banks, and Commercial Societies* — National Paper-Credit, — Plantations, — Manufactures, Sec. 
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A. 

B O RTlf E Attempts have fomctimes proved beneficial 
for the Improvement of Commerce, p. viii. 
Africa* whether ever anciently failed round, and how far 
known to the Ancients, and alfo to the Moderns, 
p. xxxi, ii. 
and its ancient Commerce, p. xxxiii- 

< its prcfent Number of People conjectured, p. xiii. 

King Alfred's Efforts for the Advancement of Commerce and Dis- 
coveries, Jbamefully neglecled 3 and even forgotten in fucc ceding 

Times* p- vii. 

jlmeiican Plantations, Briti/h* their immenfe Benefits, p. xvi, xvii, 



* * • 



xviu, xix, xx, xxi. 

the Number of their white People, p. xx, xxi. 

and happy future Profpecls concerning them, p. xvii. to xx. 

— how Britain's Commerce thither differs from all her other 



Commerce, p. xvii, xviii. 
America* Britiflj* the Inconvcniencics of the various internal Condi- 
tutions of fevcral of its Provinces, p. xxi. 

the Jufticc and true Wifdom of an abfolute Toleration of 
all Sorts of Proteftants there, ibid. 

Continent-Colonies, their vaft Importance and Benefits 

farther difplaycd, p. xviii, xix, xx. 

Britain's peculiar Advantage from her Continent Colonics, 



beyond what is hitherto enjoyed by any other Nation, p. xviii. 

People in all America conjectured, p. xiii. 

Ancients* an Enquiry into their Geography* Commerce, and Shipping, 

p. xxxviii. 
Artillery) (vide Fire- Artillery.) 

.Vfa* how far known to the Ancients ; and fomc Account of its 
ancient Commerce, p. xxxi, xxxiii. 

its prcfent Number of People conjectured, p. xiii. 

JO /I C 0 ,V, Lord> his Opinion on Commerce and naval Power, 

Mm 9 * • 

p. XIII. 

Hahama Ijles* fome Account of them, p. xviii, 

Balance - General? of national Commerce, a brief Diflcrtation on it, 
p. x, xi. 

Gain or Lofs by it, in refpeel to Great Britain* & trading 



wirh the J ever al Nations of Europe, inftanccd, p. xxi, xxii, xxiii. 
Banks* both national and private, a brief Diflcrtation on them, 
p. xi, xit. 

Hctmuda Illes, fome Account of them, p, xviii. 
BrajH* its vaft Importance to Portugal, p. iv. 
Hrrmen \s Co m m crce, p. vL 

Great Britain is ltill in a moft prnfpcrous Condition, p. x. 
her immenfe Hcncfir anting from her Annrican Colonies on 



the C-ntincut* and their Number of white People, p. xvi. to 
p. xxi 



and her peculiar Advantage therefrom, beyond what any 
other European Nation as yet can hoaji of* p. xvii. 

on Britain $ Independency relrs that of other European 



States, p. xiii. 

her Balance of Trade with the fevcral Nations of Europe 



confidered, p. xxii, xxiii. 

vix. with the Northern Crowns and Ports, — the AnJIrian 

Netherlands* — Portugal* — Spain* — Italy*- — Sicily* — Turkey* --Bar" 
hary* &c. ibid. 

her commercial Companies* a Catalogue of them, p, xxv. 



c. 

S^Anada* a moft important Acquifition to Great Britain* p. iii. 
" Carolina* and Georgia* are fome of the very beft of Climates 
on the terraqueous Globe, inftanccd in fundry Points, p. xv. to 
p. xvi. 

their already excellent Productions, p. xvi, xix. 



Carthage's far-extended Commerce anciently, into the South- weft 

Parts and Middle of Africa* p. xxxiii. 

Cajftteridcs (or Tin-Iflcs) of the Ancients, were doubtlefs thofe of 

Sciliy on the Cornijh Coaft, ibid. 

Charlemagne's Conquefts, their good Effefts, p. vii* 

Child, Sir Jo/sab* his Opinion of exclufivc Companies, p. xxiv, 
xxv, xxvi. 

China's ancient Condition, fcf>. p. xxxiv. 

Coins* EngliJI)* an hiftorical and critical Diflcrtation on them, from 

the Norman Conqueft downward, p. xxv, xxvi. 
Commerce* its Origin in the World, p. i. 

■ what it zvas* and is Hill* toother Nations, Conquefts were 

to old Rome* ibid. 



it, together with Arts and Sciences, were deftroyed by the 

Overthrow of ancient Rome* ibid. 

the Means of its flrft Revival was much owing to Charle- 



magne's Conquefts, p. vi. 

it 9 and naval Power 9 Lord Verulanis and Sir William 



Ttmp/e's Opinions of their vaft Importance, p. xiii. 

it is now become abfolutcly needful for all Nations, ibid. 

it is in perpetual Fluctuation, p. xiv. 

the different Effects of its fteady Purfuit* and of its Ne- 



glect* inftanccd in Holland and Poland \ p. xxiv, 

its great Increafe in modern Times has produced vaft Al- 



terations in the World, ibid, 

its exclufivc Companies have been juftly compared to th 



Crutches of a lame Man, ibid. 

the various Caufes of its Increale, ibid. 

it, in a national Senfc, may be diftinguifticd into affive 



and pajjtvc Commerce, p. iv, v, vi. 

which Definition may be applicable to inland as well as to 



maritime Countries, p. vi, vii. 
Companies-commwoiTil of Great Britain* a Catalogue of them, 

p. xxv. 

Conquefis were to ancient Rome what Commerce is now to other Na- 
tions, p. i. 

Copper Coins* an Account of them, p. xxvi. 
Corporation-Towns in England* their Rife, p. vii, viif. 
Croifades* their Proceedings proved confequentially ufeful for the 
Advancement of Commerce, p. vii. 



D, 

Y\ Avenant* Dr. his Prediction concerning France's fettling on 
- £ - / Miflifippi* p. iii, 

Denmark's modern commercial Condition and naval Strength, p. iv, 
v, and xxii. 

De tyitt % Pcnfionary, his State of Europe before the Xth Century, 
p. ii. 

Dt/covcries of the Eafl and Weft Indies have mainly contributed to 
the incrcafed Commerce and Wealth of modern Europe* p* viii. 

ancient, were chiefly owing to the great commercial Ci- 



lies, p. xxxii 



1 



Diflilfry* 



INDEX to the INTRODUCTION. 



Di/lillerfs Difcovery occafioncd a new Addition to Commerce, 



p. VII 



E. 



Tp A S 7 -India Trade, Briti/h, is profitable, and ought to be fup- 

ported, p. xxiii, xxiv. 
England's four ancient Staple Commodities enumerated, p. i. 

flic was the firft of the great Monarchies of Europe which 

ftruck into foreign Commerce, p. ii. 

ihc, of old, gained an annual Balance, even by her four un- 
manufactured Staple Commodities exported, p. i. 

— flic is ever impovcrifhed by War, ibid. 

— the Balance of her Trade with France was once in her favour, 



p. in. 

— her Trade with Holland la advantageous to both Nations, 



ibid. 



— her Commonalty remained long without Property, p. vii. 

her former various Oversights in her commercial Intercfts, 

p. viii, ix, x. 

— yet flie is Hill in a moft profperous Condition, p. x. 
her Metallic Manufactures and her Fi/bcrics arc much improv- 
ed, p. xii. 

her Woollen Manufacture, their immenfe Value, tsfc. 



bid. 



— the vafily incrcafed Rental of her Lands and Houfing, ibid. 

— her landed and trading Intercfts muft ever fland or fall to- 
gether, ibid. 

any future Dcclcnfion of her Commerce, its fad EfFccls prog- 



nosticated, p. xii, xiii 

her own People are the grcateft Confumcrs of her own Pro* 
duct and Manufactures, p. xiii. 

her People, their total computed Number, and their total 



annual Ex pence, p. xiii, xiv. 

her low commercial State until [he obtained foreign Planta- 



P 



tions and Settlements, p. viii, xv. 

— her American Plantations demand her firft Confideration, 

XV- 

her Continent-Colonies are capable of the richeft and fincft 
Productions, p. xv, to xxi, 

her vaft Advantage from her Sugar- Colonics, p. xix. 
People in all her American Colonics, a Computation of their 
Number, p. xx. 

her Balance of Trade with the Northern Stated of Europe^ 
p. xxiL 

— and with the Auftrian Netherlands, ibid. 

— with Spain and Portugal, ibid. 
with Italy, Sicily, and Turkey, p. xxii, xxiii. 
with Africa, p. xxiii, 
and with Eqft- India, p. xxiiiVxxiv. 

her Silver Coins were anciently thrice the Weight of curs, 
xx vii. 

a fuccincl hiftoricaJ Account of them, p. xxxv, xxxvi, xxxvii. 
her commercial Societies or Companies, a View of them, 
. p. XXV. 

her Poor want a new Regulation, p. ix. 

Europe's ancient State before the Xth Century, p. ii. 

- her great Monarchies, how they were employed before the 

Revival of Commerce, ibid. 

her Condition for fevcral Centuries after the Overthrow of 
the Weftern Roman Empire, p. vi, vii, viii. 

a general View of the Revival of her Commerce, and its 
various Springs, p. vii, viii. 

her great Improvements, from the Dlfcovcrics of her Eajl- 



P 



India Trade, and of her American Plantations, p. viii. 
the total Number of her People conjcclurcd, p. xiii. 
her Rcpublicks and free Cities are moftly declining, fincc her 
great Monarchies have applied to Commerce, p. xiv. 
— how much of it was known to the Ancients, p. xxxi. 



F. 



£ Eudal Tenures, their Origin, p. vii, viii. 

tne y W erc far from being favourable to Commerce, ibid. 

Fire- Artillery* s expenfive Invention has proved beneficial to Com- 
merce and Navigation, p. viii. 

— but requires a greater Application to Commerce, p. xxi. 

Fleetwood, Bifhop, his Comparifon of the Rates of .Living former- 
ly and nou/y p. xxxvi. 




carded 



prance's ancient Trade with England was once beneficial to the 
- latter, p. iii. ^ 

her naval Power is greatly incrcafed in about 100 Years 

Space, ibid. 

flic was the firft Nation of Europe that debated or dimt- 



niflicd her Coin, p. xxvii. 



G. 



S~*Eograpbical Knowledge of the Ancients, and of their Commerce 

^ and Shipping, p. xxx. 

Georgia's Truftccs, their juft Commendation, p. xvii. 

its Produces, p. xix. 

Germany's commercial State, CsY. p. v, vi. 

. it, and Spain, fell into the like Scarcity and Enhancement 

of their Money, as France and England had done before, p. xxvii. 

Gold's Ufcfulnefs, in aid of the general Medium of Commerce, 
p. xxvi. 

its Standard, and proportional Value in rcfpc£t of Silver in 

England, at various Periods of Time, p. xxix. 



moft of England's Gold Coins enumerated, ibid 



Governing Articles of Commerce in the feveral Nations of Europe, 
n. xxiii, xxiv. 



H. 

TTAmburg, a moft eminent Emporium, its Eulogium, p. vi, and 
J - p. xiv. 

Hanfe-Tauns, their ancient and modern commercial State, p. vii, 
and xxii. 

Herring FiJJjery has confiderably conduced to the Revival of Com- 
merce, p. viii. 

Holland's ftippofed Dcclcnfion in her Commerce and naval Power 
may probably be attended with bad Confcqucncea to Britain* 
p. iii. 

her Commerce with England is profitable to both, ibid. 
her Difcovcrics in foreign Parts, ibid. 

— her Induftry, and Poland's Supincnefs in Commerce, ani- 
madverted on, p. xxiv. 

Hudfon*s+Bay ^ Trade and Countries, fome Account of them, 

p. xvii, xviii. 



T. 

70int-Stoci commercial Companies dc/cribed, p. xxv. 
Ireland's Number of People nearly computed, p. xiv. 
Italy's commercial State, t-fV. p. vi, xxii. 

her free Cities were the firft Revivers of 7 Europe's Commerce, 



p. vu. 



Km 



J^Ingdoms, Northern, their heing chri/lianized had good Con- 



fcqucnccs for the Incrcafe of Commerce, p. \-it. 
Knights of 'the Crofs, their Northern Conqucfts favoured 



Commerce, /A. 



eat Britain and Ireland, muft 



Y Anded and trading Interefls of G 

ever ftand and fall together, p. ah. 
Land-Tenures of old, how they were held, p. vii. 
Land-Travels into the Ea/l, in. the Xlhh and XHIth Centuries, 

proved of little Service fur the Revival of Commerce, ibid. 
Latitude of 33 Degrees, (either North or South) is abfolutcly the 

fitteft for 1 ich and fine Productions, p. xv, xvi. 
Linen Manufactures of Scotland and Ireland, their great Incrcafe* 

<3C. p. XII. 
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From the Eaiiieft Accounts, &c. 




BOOK I. 



Co7ttaining a chronological Series of Memoirs and Events from the earlieft Account 
of Time, down to the Incarnation of Our Saviour ; of Matters relative to the I?2- 
<ue72tions y Di/coveries, and Improvements of the Ancients in Agriculture and 
other domejlic and manual Arts for the Gonvenie7icy of Life : Alfo of their 

Commerce, Navigation) Migratio?is^a?2d Plantations. Of the Origin, Progrefs, 

and Revolutions of ancie?it com7nercial Cities attd Countries ; occasionally alfo of 
the Dates or *Times *whe?z many of the mofl >emi?ient Perfons for Philofophy a7id 
other ufeful u4rts fouriJJjed. 



CHAP. I. 




Concerning the Age of the World from the Creation ; the Origin of Things and of Nations, and the 

Dates of the frjl Inventions a?id their Inventors. 

L THOUGH it be neither our proper Province nor Intention to undertake to prove (what 
has been fo often done by abler -Hands) That this 7Vorld which wJs inhabit is not eternal, and 
mujl, therefore, have been created at fane certain Point which we call Time, by an All-mighty and 
, All-intelligent Power and that the Time, Manner •, and Circumftanccs of its Creation? as delivered 
by Mofes, feem evidently to bear the Stamp of infallible Truth : It is nevei'thelefs eficntial to our prefenc 
Purpoic to obferve, That the original Difcovcry and Fruition of not only the Comforts and Elegaircics^ but 
even of the bare Conveniencies of Life, (as far as Art and Invention arc concerned) arc undoubtedly 
circumfcribed. within the Compafs of 5000 Years backward ; before which Period, by the general Voice 
of l prophane Authors, Mankind Hiftained their Lives by the mere fpontaricoiis Productions of Nature $ 
bei ng till then ablblutcly ignorant of Com, fVine, Oyl, and other delicious Viands. The Condition of Hie hcjplcfi ConeK- 

fome are'faid to have been fo abjedt, as to have fed even on unclean Ahi 
and to have lodged in Dens and Caverns, and all, at beft, but in mi 



\Jnimals, Remiles, and Serpents - a tion of the early A s » 
iferable Huts; fcarcely fiifficicnt to ^° r,d S«o 



protect them from the Extremes of Heat and Cold, and much left from violent Storms, and the Afiaults 
of the fiercer wild Bcafts. In colder Climates, they were cloathed with the Skins of Beafts ; and in 
hot ones, they wore none at all : juft as many favage Nations in AJia* Africa, and America ft.ll live 
at this Day. 

Such was the miferably-abjedb and defencclefs Condition of all Mankind in the earlicft Ages of the 
World, even in the now moft delicious Countries of it y until, by divine Imfnilfej certain prolific Geniufes 
arofe, by whole inventive and improving Faculties and Dilpqlitions, jirjt, the more-im mediately ufeful 
and beneficial Arts of Agriculture, Vine-drcffing, Cattle-breeding* Cloathing, neceflary Buildings, 
were introduced amongft Mankind 5 and afterwards. Commerce, Navigation, and the finer Arts ; — the 
Cultivation of Philofophy and Alb onomy ; — the Nature, CaufeS, and Cure of bodily Diforders ; and, in 
< brief, all that has ever been difcovered for the Relief, Convcnicncy, and Solace of human Life. 

To inveftigatc the Origin, and Progrcfs of fuch Difcoveries and Imptoverhcrts fo marveibiifly bene- 
ficial to the World, from the remoteft Antiquity down to our own Titnes, — more copioufly-and parti- 
cularly to be applied to the Jncreafe of the Commerce, Wealth, and Grandeur of our Brttifli Empire, 
is the more immediate Bufincls of the enfuing Work. 

As in treating on Subjcdts of this Kind;, it would be ablblutely incongruous^ if not impracticable, to 
proceed methodically, without firll laying down certain Poftidata or Preliminaries, whitfi may ferve for 
a Bafis whereon to ere£t our Superftmdfcure ^ we ftiall therefore very briefly e^iubit the following tines 
tor the Ground-work of our Fabrick, viz* 

Vol. h VI h Thai 
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AN HISORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION Book I. 



Preliminaries to the 
en ft* i ng YVojIw 



I. That our Terraqueous Globe, and confequcntly all Things belonging to it, had once a Beginning 




The vaiiauc Com- 



I 



tories) have at length been enabled nearly to alcertain the Space or Time from the Creation of this World 
to the Incarnation of our blefled Saviour j which Space, according to three of the mod eminent and ap- 




"Whence the differ- 
ent chronological 
Computations have 
srilcn . 



The Antients h: 
generally placed 
moft Events too far 
back in point of 
Time- 



many others, of 4004 Years. So that, agreeable to what the learned Dr. Heytin long fince remarked, by 
thefe and fach-like Helps, we are enabled to compute nearly, [the Dodtor certainly went too far in fay- 
ing prccifely'] theDiftance of Time between the Creation and the Incarnation. There are others, it is true, 
who differ more widely from the before-named celebrated Authors 9 but they are generally exploded : 
And as the greateil Difference between the loweft and the higheft of all the before-named Computations is 
hut 54 Years, it cannot be laid materially to afle6t our general Refearches into the more remote and 
dark Ages antecedent to the great Epocha of our Redemption, whether one or other of them be cholen. 
We have therefore followed that of 4004 Years, generally computed to be the firft Year of the 195th. 
Olympiad, the moft famous ALra of Greece, and the 753d Year after the building of Rome, the great Epocha 
of the Romans: Concerning both which laft-named JEras, there is, however, a great Diverfity of 

Opinions. 

It would be almofl endlefs, as well as foreign to our main Purpofe, to enter upon a minute Enquiry 
into the various Grounds or Rcaibns for the differing Computations of Chronologers, refpedting the re- 
moter Ages preceding the Incarnation : Such as, — The diverfity of Opinions concerning the precife 
Year of the World, (or from A r ™£'s Deluge) in which the Olympic Games were firft iaftitu ted :— - The 
Year of the World, or of the Olympiads, in which Rome was built : — The precife Times of the Appear- 
ances of remarkable Eclipfes and Comets : — Of Earthquakes, Inundations, and great Peftilenccs :— Of 
ancient Migrations, — and of certain ancient Expeditions : — The Origin, Duration, and Overthrow of an- 
cient Empires, States, and famous Cities : — The Birth, Flourifhing, and Death of certain very eminent 
and illuftrious Pcrfons : — The Dates of ancient Coins, Medals, and lnicriptions variouQy interpreted : — 

We think it fufficient that we have briefly 



The DarJcnefs and 
Conftifion of the 
Times immediately 
fuccecding the fall 
of rhc iveftern 
Empire. 



The probable Age 
of the World. 



The fartheft Retro- 
fpecl to Arts or 
Knowlcge of any 
Kind in the World. 



With other fuch-like Materials for Hiftory and Chronology, 
endeavoured to follow the moft generally approved Opinions concerning Matters which cannot admit of 
ablblutc certainty ^ on which we apprehend that one more general Remark may here fuflice, viz. That 
the beft modern Chronologers, (and particularly our illuftrious Nekton, in his Ancient Chronology) feem 
agreed, that all ancient Authors have generally placed the Events of the remoter Ages too far back. 

III. From the Incarnation downward, to the Clofe of the Vth Century, we are, in ibmc refpcfts, fup- 
plied with more authentic Materials, till the Overthrow of the Reman Empire, when the Irruptions of 
fo many barbarous Nations into the weftern Provinces of that Empire, introduced Egyptian Darknefs 
for fevera! fucceeding Ages, until the new Kingdoms eredted by thofe Conquerors came to be more firmly 
eftabli/hed and civilized ; till when, it is not at all ftrange that we have fo few Materials relating to 
peaceful Arts. Commerce, or Navigation amongft Nations fo ignorant, barbarous, and fierce, keeping 
tip the fame military Pofture and Government by the Means of which they had gained their new Do- 
minions, having been before accuftomed folcly to Conqueft, Piracy, and Rapine- During which Times 
of Confufion and Darknefs, we have ground to lament the Deftruftion of many valuable Writings, 
which would have afforded ufeful Materials Tor the commercial Hiftory of the Antients. 

From the preceding Confiderations we humbly conceive, (as many others have done before us) that 
there are rational grounds for inferring, that the Age of our TVorld is nearly about 5760 Years. 

IV. Laftly, in contemplating the Ignorance of the earlier Ages of the World, prior to the Difcovery 
and Ufe of Letters or Writing, and in duly examining and comparing the Accounts handed clown by 
ancient Authors, concerning the Invention of that and other Arts conducive to the Conveniency of 
Life; we Jfhall fee Reafon to conclude, that but little above 4000 Years ago, there was fcarcely any thing 




like An 
lutcly net 

with refpect to the romantic traditional Claims of "the ancient Chaldeans and Egyptians in point of very 
high Antiquity for Government, Arts, as well as thofe of the modern Chincfc, they arc, doubdefs, 
confiderably exagerated. St. Auftin, in his Book De Civitate Dei, quotes the Teltimony of Varro, who 
lived 54 Years before the Birth of thrift, cc That the Egyptians had not been acquainted with the Art 
of writing above 2000 Years before his Time." Even the prefent fuperlativc Populofity of China, and 
its univerfal Cultivation beyond thofe cf any other Country of fo great an Extent, are not abfolutely 
conclufive Evidences of its having been planted earlier than fome other Countries of AJia, &c. at prefent, 
comparatively poor and depopulated ; fuch as the LcJJer Afta, Syria, Egypt, Pcrfta, and India ; Countries, in 
old Times, immenfely rich and populous. Egypt, more particularly, (even exclufive of its romantic 
and inexplicable Dynafties) ftiled the Parent of Nations, Arts, and Sciences, now funk into Mahometan 
barbarifm, faid to have had anciently 20,000 Cities, befides innumerable Villages. Egypt, which, in 
very remote Times, had fpread her Colonies, and extended her Conquefts, as well as her Arts, northward 




KnowJcge very 
much circuinfcribed 



of her renowned antient Lawgivers : Whilft the other before-named Countries had their noble Cities 
deftroyed, their Lands laid wafte, and their Learning, Arts and Commerce, almoft annihilated. 

For the farther and more particular Illuflration and Confirmation of our before-named general Posi- 
tions concerning the Origin of Arts and Commerce in the World 5 let us now take a fummary View of what 
the Ancients have delivered on that Subjedt. 

Before the incomparable Invention of the Charadtcrs of Letters or Writing, emblematic Figures or Micro- 

~ ' * ■» rt — ^ - » > both which 

but what 



beforc^^^ovcr SbP hic ^ and Oral traditions, were the fole Inftruments for perpetuating of Knowledge ; b 
of Letters. * covcry were, undoubtedly, very imperfc6t Means for that End. Knowledge, therefore, of any kind, 



Egypt the firft Dif- 
coverer of Letters. 



were, undoubtedly, very imperfc6fc 

refulted from abfolute and conftant Neccffity, muft have been circuinfcribed within" very narrow Limits. 

As the Ancients generally afcribed to Egypt the Honour of excelling all other Nations in the empha- 
tical Expreflion of thofe left-noble hieroglyphical Characters, fo Egypt is almoft as generally allowed the 

greater 
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greater Reputation off haying been the firft Difcoverer of Letters or Writing ? to which Difcoveiy, 
doubtlefs, the before^named hieroglyphical Characters, [rcprefcnting the Paffions, AfFedtions, &c. by 
Animals, Trees, Plants, were naturally introductory. 

Before the Difcovery of this adequate Means of conveying the Minds of Men to Pofterity, and to 
Pcrfbns at a IDiftance, there could have been very little of foreign or extended Correfpondence between 
diftanc. Nations, having different. Languages, Manners and Cuftonis. Neceffity, indeed, might poffibly 
have fometimes devifed certain obfcure and feemingly unaccountable Methods (as fome ancient Au- 
thors hint) for the laft-named Purpofc. 

It muft, however, be acknowleged, that the general* Relations of ancient Writers, concerning bodi 
the ftrft Difcovcries and Difcoverers of Agriculture? and other Arts more immediately conducive to the Con- 
veniency of Mankind,- are moftly delivered in a too concife, dark, or enigmatical Strain : Neverthelefe, 
very considerable Lights may be gained from the following particular Notices, viz. 

L The earlieft Account of the Invention of Letters or Writing*, feems to be that in Cicero? (de Natura fetters difcorercd 
Deorum) who makes Mercury to have been the fir ft Difcoverer of them to the Egyptians-* by Chronolo- ln 
o-ers computed to be fb early as the Year of the World 2054, and before the Incarnation 1950 Years. 

The Phoenicians? near Neighbours to Egypt? fbon learned them from thence, and afterward commu- 
nicated this Knowlege to the Greeks. 

II. The rnoft ancient and undoubtedly-authentic mention of Money '? (as the Medium of Commerce) and *W>«and Merchant* 
alfo of the Name of Merchant? is in the xxiiid Chapter of Gene/is $ where we find, that about the Year^^JJ 1 11101:1110,10 
of the World 2139, and before the Inca7 m nation 1865 Years, the Patriarch Abraham purchafed the Field 

and Cave of Machpc/ah of Ephron the Hittite? to be a Sepulcher for his Wife Sarah, for 400 Shekels of 
Silver by Weight? (there being no coined Money fo early in ufe amongft Men} current Moriey with the 
Merchant. But whether there was any kind of Writing made ufe of in this Traniadtion, feems at leaft 
doubtful ; the Words of the facred Text laying only, That Abraham weighed the 400 Shekels of Silver 
** 'which he had named? in the Audience of the Sons of Heth ; and the Field and Cave, with the Trees 
" furrounding ir, were made fure unto Abraham for a Pofieffion, in the Prefence of the Children of Heth? 
" before all that went in at the Gate of the City." 

III. Sir Ifaac Newton? in his Chronology, allows the Midianites? (fpruncr from Abraham by his Concu~an.l of 
bine Ketnrah) to have inftru<£ted Mofes in the Knowlege of Writing \ the more: noble Defcendants of 
Abraham? then under cruel Opprefilon in Egypt being probably prevented by their Oppreflbrs from teach- 
ing of writing to their Children. Now it the Midianites had their Knowlege from Abraham? as Sir 
Ifaac Newton feems partly to countenance ? and if Abraham? in the above-named Purchafe, did actually 
make ule of writing, (the Coniideration whereof is fubmitted to the Critics) it will fomewhat tend ro 
corroborate the Opinion of thole who think, c< That the Hebrews of Canaan (who, as they alfo think, 

** had preferred the primitive Language from the very Creation of the World) had likewife the firft 
" Knowlege of writing ? and that it was they who firft tauglit it to their Neighbours of Phoenicia and 
Egypt? altho* antient prophane Authors were ignorant thereof. ** In the xxxviiith Chapter of Genefis* 



cc 



Judah leaves his Signet in pledge with Tamat\ Now if by the Word Signet be meant what we every where 
underftand by it, then certainly there were Tranfa<5tions in writing in Judaffs Time. 

IV. In the fame Book of Gene/is? we find mention made of Caravans of Iflimaclite Merchants trading The earlieft mention 
in Spices from Gilcad into Egypt ? to one of whom Jofeph was Ibid by his Brethren. of Spices. 

Yet, if ancient Chronologers are to be depended on, it is plain, that 700 Years later than Abraham? The Creek* knew no 
the Greeks knew nothing of Commerce, but mere Barter : Seeing Hotmr^ at the Siege of T roy? makes ^°^ c ^ crce but by 
Glaucus's golden Armour to be valued at 100 Cows, and Diomedes's Armour at 10 Cows. ancn 



Letters. 
VI 



V. Boccace? from O'vid and Apollodorus? makes I/is? (i. e. Ceres) with whom others join her Hulband QA-rh teach 

Ofyris? (i. e. Bacchus) to have taught the Egyptians Agriculture, Vine-dreffing, and the Knowlege of ^ ^^^Lctteis 

Paufa?iias obici-ves, that .Plato ftilcd Pboronctts (by way of eminence) the firft Man ? becaufe lie The G*rrfa Icam 
firft taught the Greeks Civility and Hufbandty? about the Year of the World 2197. And St. Auftin and Hufljandry, 4rf*. 
others agree, that he, firfb, gave them Laws, and inftitutcd Trials before Judges ; and that from his 
Name the Judgment Seat came to be named Forum : Alfo, that his Brother Phageus taught them to di- 
vide the Time by Years and Months, and to eredt Temples and Altars to the Gods, 

VII. "Joannes Aventiuus? the famous Annaliffc of Bavaria? who wrote fomewhat above 200 Years ago, O/hh tenches the 
makes the before-named Ofyris (or Bacchus) King of Egypt? to travel into Gennany? about the Year of the ^ w '7 < 7^ / Iul ' Dandr3r 
World 2241, to teach that People Hulbandry and the brewing of Ale ? and that he went thence into u " l " 

Italy for the like Purpofc. And 

Herodotus? who wrote about 300 Years after the building of Rome? fays, that the Drink of the Egyp- haj no Vines, 
liens was made of Barley? they having then no Vines in their Country j that their Ships were made of 
Thorns twifted together, and their Sails of Rufli-mats, This was about 450 Years before Chrift. 

VIII. Diodorus Siatlus makes the laid Ofyris (or Bacchus) to march with an Army into Arabia and India? r / r " teaches Huf- 
returnincr back by Greece? Germany? Gaul? and Britain? to teach them the before-named ufeful Arts, and 5andr >': lo J < £f\" 

1 J many* Gaut, and Bn- 

to cxpell Tyrants. /,,/„. 

IX. In the xlixth Chapter of Genejis? (ver. 13.) we have a more early and authentic Teftimony of the Thcmoftanticnt 
antiquity of Shipping? than in all the fabulous Greek Relations* The Patriarch Jacob dying about the Tcilimony of:h//u 
Year of the World 2315, in bleffing his twelve Sons, lays of Zebulttn? cc Zebulun lliall dwell at the Haven 

" of the Sea, and he lhall be for an Haven of Ships." 'This likewife Ihews the great Antiquity of the Tire** Antiquity for 
Phcenician Commerce and Navigation, being prior, by almoft 200 Years, to Danaus'i [furnamed Armais"] and fortl 2* 
coming from Egypt to Argos with the firfb Ship that had ever been leen by the Greeks , who, till then, had 
only the Ule of Floats or Rafts for their eroding of Rivers or Lakes. The learned Dupin? in his Uni- 
verfal Library of Hiftorians? is very pofitive that the Phccnicians were the firft who pradtifed Navigation, 
and lent a great many Colonies into Africa? Spain? and the Mediterranean Ifles ; which gave occafion to 
the Poet Tibullus to fay, 



omes. 



Prima ratem ventis credere doffa Tyros. 

Adventurous Tyre? in Ships, was faid to be 
The firft that trufted faithlefs Winds and Sea. 

Yet Dupin thinks that Sidon was older than Tyre ? becaufe Homer mentions Sidon frequently, but never 



Tyre? altho' Tyre afterwards became fuperior to Sidon 



Thefc 



1 




AN HISTORICAL AN I) C H R fc)* ; N OL 0 { G I C A ; fc DEIDOJCiTION Book L . 

Thdc arc fome of the moft ancient and moft approved Teftimonies concerning the earUeft-Bifcoveries- 
of the more immcdiately-neccflary Arts for the Gonvenienc-y -and- Comfort, of -human <Life. 
There is, however, another and later Series .of Teftimonies of the Difcoveries of 'dioj 



AlsitcrScricaofTcf- There is, however, another and later Series .of Teftimonies of the Difcoveries of 'diofe Arts to the 
^ n,on5 ^ asloGV,rrr>s Greeks, which may poffibly be nearer the 'Mark than fome of the foregoing^ones. 
C«Y/^/»!ftcrxhes thofe They relate, that about the Year of the World 2521, Gecrops came with a Colony of Egyptians into* 
Arts 10 Grfrcc. ami Gi'cecc to which People he difcovered thole ufeful Arts, and that he founded the City of Athens. 
founds dthnu. IL That Scfoftris King of Egypt, Son of Amenophis III. (thought the fame whom the Holy Scripture 

$cjhjlr:s luitruclMjic calJs p/ jarao /^ t | ic Perfecutor of the Ifraelitcs in Mofes's Time) did, about 'the Year of the World 2.576, 

,n uI conquci Arabia, Pcrfia^ India, Syria, Lefjcr Afta, and Thrace, in the Compais of nine Years ; .whilfl: his 

Brother Araxis^ or Armais, whom the Greeks call Danatts, became Mailer of Argos in Greece^ and* inftruffced 
as docs CaJmirsi them in the before-named ufeful Arts. Yet, from Eufcbins's Account, it fhould lecm, that Cadmus the 

Phoenician difcovered the Ufe of Letters to the' Greeks Somewhat earlier, m. about Anno Mundi 2525, 
and peopled feveral of the Iflcs in the yEgcan Sea, built Thebes in Beotia, and taught them die founding 
or calling of Me.tals. That, moreover, WtonyJius, who was alfo named Bacchus, (there being feveral fa 
and lii<> Son hmirshi named in ancient Story, and in different Ages) a Son of the faid Cadmus, firft brought into Greece the 
the Ufe of tf \-.r mto \jf c Q f fffm^ W as the firft that voked Oxen, and who taught the Germans the Ufe of Ale. 

rght the Art of 
who firft feeing 

thc'GxYA j 10 low Corn to grow fpontaneoufly, reaped it, and found the way of plowing* and -of lowing it. He is alfo faid 
Corn, to have written Inftruflions about Agriculture, which he fent abroad ; wherefore the Poets feign that 

he travelled round the Earth to teach Men Tillage about the Year of the World 2600. 

Ycc according to Sir Jfaac Newton's Chronology, the Ceres of Greece (who was a Sicilian Woman) com- 




ing to Attica y taught her Son Tript olenitis to fow Corn, about the 30th Year of the Reign of David King 
of Ifrael, r. c. about the Year of the World 2974, and before the Incarnation 1030 Years- For 'which 
great Benefit, flic was deified at her death. And here wc may once more obfcrve how much more ati- 
tient, as well as authentic and diftintt, the Bible Accounts are of the Enjoyment of thofe ufcful Arts of 
Hufbandry, Csfa. than thofe of prophane Authors. 
About which Time About this fame Time, Tat, Tent, ox Tent at, (the fame as the Mercury of the Greeks) is thought to 

fnftrucls ^cmT J^'' ' iavc ' 3ccn wor fi 1 U :)ec i * n German} and Gaul, and to have taught them Arts and Commerce, 
thcGWr in™h"ib There is another Series of Relations or Teftimonies concerning the Introdufbion of the laid ufcful 
Am. Arts into Italy. 

The faid ufcful Arts 1 • They fay, that about the Year of the World 2663. (if Chronologcrs compute right) and before 
taugtuin Italy AmvCbrift 1341, Pylumnus King of ylpulia, (a Greek Colony in Italy) the Son of Jupiter King of Crete, [the 
Mundi 266}, and Reader needs fcarcely be told that there were many Jnpiters in different Ages and Countries] firft dif- 
bcforeChnit 1341. coverec j to his People the manuring of Land, and the baking of Bread. 

Others fay about 2. Other Accounts fay, that about the Year of the World 2691, (before* Chrift 13 13) Saturn King 
2691, 01- 131 3 be- of Crete being expelled by his Son Jupiter, [there were alio feveral Saturns in ancient Stoiy] and arriv- 
fore chniL j n g j n ji a ty^ was mac j e King of the Aborigines, to whom he taught Hulbandry, and the coining of Money, 

for which Services he was deified by an ignorant People. 
As alfo by &u*ud*r 3. La/lly, Evaiider the Arcadian* is by many Authors faid to have been the firft that carried the Know- 
2-0 bXrc 7 Ch!ift^ * e 3 e °^ Letters from Greece into Ztafy 9 fo late as the Year of the World 2754. 

Remarks on all die We have put fhefe hiftorical Notices thus briefly together, for afcertaining, as nearly as can be expefted 
above Accounts of at fo great a Diftance of Time, the JEras of the Introduction of the before-named Arts into different 
the Ancier.u. Countries ; but without abfolutely inferring therefrom the Novelty or Non-age of the World at any of 

thofe periods ; fince it muft be admitted, that there is an almoft incredible Difproportion between the 
Genius of fome Nations and that of many others as many Nations of Afia and Africa, at -this Day, and 
all the unconqucred Tribes of America* remain in full as dark a State of Ignorance as were the Nations 
before-named above 3000 Years ago, before they were blefied with thofe ufeful Difcoveries ; the Ac- 
counts whereof being handed down to us by lb* many Authors of good Credit, and of different Ages 
and Countries, we apprehend may fairly merit an hiftorical Credit, although they do not exadtly coin- 
cide in point of Chronology, nor in all the Names and ot?her Gircumftances of the firft Difcovercrs; 
neither indeed can it be expefted, in treating of fuch dark and remote Ages. And : whoever calmly 
confiders them as coming from fuch and fo many different Authors, will fee a certain Similitude and 
Probability of Truth in the Whole, notwidillanding die Differences above-named- 
Of the Invention Prior to the Invention of Shipping, Meri-at firft contented themfclvcs with mere Rafts or Floats of 
and Inventor;, of Timber ; or clfe, as an Improvement thereof, with hollowed Trunks of Trees^ as do the Indians of Ame- 
oipping. rica-t and other rude Nations, at this Day. From thence they advanced one Step farther, to Veflels made 

with Twigs, Ofiers or Reeds, or with large Pieces of Bafk 0$ Trees fewed together ; both which were 
covered with Leather- Thefe (as before obfrrved) fefved well enough for -croffing Rivers and fmall 
.Lakes, not daring as yet to venture out to Sea. Hie Greeks alcribed to Pyrhon of Lydia, the Invention 
of bending of Plank by Fire. To Scfoftris, or (according to others) to the Argonauts, is afcribed the 



long Ship for Expedition. To the Tyrians* Veflels of great Burden, both for War and Commerce. The 
Rojlrum, or Bcakhead, to one : — The Anchor to another : — The Mafts and Sails to a third, £s?r. Biit at 
what precife Times fuch Difcoveries were made, cannot now be afcertnincd. Partly Necejfity, and partly 
Chance, produced all, or moft, of them. 
Of the carlitrfl Pr.ic- The Egyptians and Phamcians were moft probably the earlieft in the Practice of Navigation - Nckt 
tircnofN^vigution. were the People of the Sea Coafls and Iflcs of Syria, Lcjfer Afta, and Greece. Corinth, indeed, had the Va- 
nity to claim the Honour of being the original Difcoverers of Navigation ; though probably without 
jufh Grounds : Yet that fine mercantile City muft be allowed to have made grdat Improvements in Ship- 
building. 

Thus the Reader needs not to be told that all the ufeful Arts and Inventions for the Convcniency of 



Men, came originally from the E>aflcrn Nations, to us of the IVcft ; who, in length of Time, have im 
great Improvements and large Additions to aimoll every Branch of the Inventions and Dilcovcries 



the Antients, which have been handed down to us. 
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Oiap. L OF THE ORIGIN OF jCOM.M-.ER.CE, &c\> | - 

o*rcat Scenes of A£tion in ancient Times ; excepting, however, what is but tranfiently delivered by fome" , 
of thole Authors concerning the Commerce of the Phoenicians and Carthaginians into the Ocean without 
the Straights of Gades? both Northward and Southward, r - 

Had die Romans* when they deftroyed- Carthage? preferved the 'Memoirs of the great Carthaginian 
Navigators, particularly thole . of Hanno and Himilco* we fhould probably have had many considerable 
Lights relating to their Plantations, and commercial Dealings ort the Weft Ctiaft of Africa yfcry far 
Southward; and alfo Northward, along the Goafts of Spain and : Litfitama* and even as far as- dte Britijh 
Iflcs ; to which Ifles the Tjrians* and (according to fome) the Greeks, are faid to have traded for Tin. 
The Romans had little or no Relifli for Commerce, and fcefn rather to have delighted .in the Dcftruc- Jtaor's DificSiih of 
tion of commercial Cities, as far as their Conquefts reached, than to have had any Inclination co pro- Commerce, 
mote a general Commerce, Indeed, all that either they or the Greeks have recorded concerning com- 
mercial Voyages without the Straights of Gades* are at belt but general and- very imperfect Hints ; with 
which, however, we muft be contented, fince we have none other. 

That there were Monarchies ere£ted prior to the Dates of the earlieft of the before-named Diicove- There wrne probably 
ries of Writing* Navigation* and Commerce* and even perhaps of Agriculture* and before the founding of the Monarchic pi ior m 
moft ancient maritime Cities, is not to be doubted : Yet the fuppofed Antiquity of fuch Monarchies ^ 0 ^^^[ Xns* 
does not at all combat our Hypothefis of Difcoveries aforefaid 5 fince there arc* an this Day, the like " 
Monarchies in Upper AJia* and alio in the Heart of Africa and America* without the leaft Knowlege ofirflwcd in the nice 
thofc ufeful Arts: Neither does die Suppofition of the Cbinefe having had the Knowledge of Letters, of LuerYcais in fun- 
Agriculture, and perhaps of Navigation alfo, even prior v to the aforefaid Dates of Difcoveries, (if rheir v5^»ldT** ° 
own Accounts be not as fabulous in this Refpedt as they are in fome others) at all invalidate our ihidj-,^ ; „ Africa, 
Syftem, which is entirely confined to the more weftern World, as known to the Greeks and Romans? who and jfawr;..<. 
had no diftindl Acquaintance with the remote eaflern Parts of Afia* and leafl: of all with the Seres and 
Sina* (comprehending modern China) of whom they write very little, and very darkly. We all know, 
that when the two great Monarchies of Mexico and Peru were conquered by a Handful of Spaniards? they 
had neither the Knowledge of Writing, nor of Shipping, nor of our b'eft mechanical Arts ? "neither, in- 
deed, could they do much in refpedt to the two laft-named Points, when- they had not the Knowledge of 
Iron: Yet it muft be allowed, that the huge Stones of the unfinifhed Caftle of Cufco* (of which Garcilajfo ofthcCafllc of Cufi 
de la Vega gives an Account in his Royal Commentaries of Peru) is a Proof that thofc People wanted not « in Peru. built with- 
Ingenuity; Seeing the digging and ihaping of fuch Stones, with Copper Tools alone, arid the bringing °" 1 h* 01 ? tools or ine- 
them to Cufco from a confiderable Diftance, without cither Horfes or Wheel-Carriage, (neither of which n,ca K ps " 
they knew) and their railing them to a great Height, without the Aid of our mechanical Machines, give 
Ground for prefuming that they might, in Thriej have found out all or mqft of thofe ufeful Arts, even 
without any Communication witJi our eaftern or old World ; [as the Chinefe? in like Sort, did in refpedt to 
Printing* Gunpowder* Guns* £f?V. long before we had dilcovered them;] more efpecially confide ring 
that thole two Monarchies had been eredted but a few Centuries before their Invafion by the Spaniards* 
as Tradition went amongfl: the more inquifitive Indians: Perhaps, near upon the fame Space of Time that 
the firffc Monarchies of Egypt* Afta* and Greece had exifted, prior to" their making fuch like ufeful 
Difcoveries. 

Having thus endeavoured to exhibit as juft and rational a general View* of the Origin of ufeful Arts, 
Commerce, and Navigation, as the Materials handed down to us could furnifh, we fhall next proceed to 
a very brief chronological and hiftorical Series of great and remarkable Events, from the Flood of Noah 
to the Incarnation of our Blefled Saviour, which lhall comprehend the lid Chapter and in the Illd 
Chapter a like Series, from the Incarnation to the Clofe of the Vth Century of the Chriftian JEra* with 
which we fliall end our firft Book ; wherein, though fome Things may, to a left curious Reader, feem to 
have but little immediate Relation to our general Subjedt, yet the more judicious will find them of good 
XJfc for IHuftration, and for affifting the Memory in the Connexion of Matters more immediately relating 
to our Subject : Such as, the Origin and Revolutions of ancient Kingdoms, States, and Cities; the flou- 
rifhing of certain eminent and illuftrious Perfbns, many of whom were inflrumental either in the Invention 
or in the Improvement of the Arts and Difcoveries beforementioned ; the Progrefs of the Ramans? until 
they had effedfced the Ruin of all the ancient commercial Cities, and until the utter Ruin at length of their 
own Empire in the Weft. 
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THE general Deluge, or Flood of Noah* is computed to have happened in the 1656th 
Year of the World's Age, and 2348 Years before the Incarnation of our Saviour 
JefusCbrift. 

Babel's Tower is built ; for which the Almighty caufed a Confuiion of Languages, and 
the Difperfion of Mankind. 

The Babylonifti Monarchy founded by Nimrod : And, abdut or near the lame Time, AJhur* 
the Son of Sem* and Grandlbn of Noah* founded the Jiffy ri an Monarchy, he being driven 

from Babylon by Nimrod. 

Mifraim* the fonof Ham* and Grandlbn of Noah* called Pharaoh in the 12th Chapter of 
Genefis 9 and thought to be the OJyris of prophane Authors, whole Wife or Queen was Jjffs* 
founds the Monarchy of Egypt. And about the lame Time a Colony of Egyptians are fup- 
pofed to have travelled eaftward, as far as China* and to have been the firft Planters of that 
Country. 

Fobi* the Founder and firft King of the Monarchy of China. 
The Kingdom of Sicyon* in Peloponnefus* is founded by Egialus. 

Egypt conquered by the Arabians* under their Kings called the Pajlor* or Shepherd Kings, 
or King-Shepherds. 

Sodom* Gomorrah* fcfc. deftroy'd by Fire from Heaven. 
Abraham* the Patriarch, fettles in Canaan. 

The Kingdom of Argos* in Peloponnefus* is founded by Inachus. 

Tbomajis drives the Arabian Shepherd Kings* with moftof their People, out of Egypt* after! 2 179 1 1825 
they had held that Monarchy 259 Years ; whereupon 240,000 of the Fugitives remove into 
Palejline* and build the City of Jerufalcm. 

The Patriarch Abraham dies. 
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Ogyges's Flood in Attica happened this Year; which, with Deucalion's in Thejfaly* and that 2208 
of Prometheus in Egypt* have, by fomc, been confounded with that of Noah's univerfal one. I 

Jofcpb* by interpreting Pharaoh's Dr earn, is taken out of Prilbn, and made his Prime J 22 89 1 171 5 
Miniftcr. 

The Patriarch Jacob goes to live in Egypt at 130 Years old, and letdes with his family in|2299| 1705 
the Land of Goflten. 

Prometheus* the Inventor of Jiriking of Fire 9 and of the Ule of Metals, is liippofed to I2317I 1687 

have flouriflicd in Greece about this Time. 

Mofes* the famous Leader of the Ifraetites* is born. | 2 433|*57* 
Cecrops* by Birth an Egyptian* brings a new Goltihy Jnto Attica* and founds that Kingdojn. [2448 1556 
Scamajtder* from Crete* lays the Foundation of the Kingdom of Troy* but not as yet by J 2 45 8 j 1546 

that Name. 



Athens is built. 



Cadmus* the Phenician* introduces the Ule of Letters Or Writing into Gfeece* upon his|25ii] 1493 
coming thither in queft of his Sifter Europa* ftolcn away by Jupiter* where he built Cadmea* 
afterward named Thebes* in Beotia. 



The Ifraclitcs march out of Egypt* under Mofefs Conduit. 
Sparta is built by Lacedemon* a luppoled Son of Jupiter. 



*475 



25*3 r 49* 
2515I1489 

xejojtris* King of Egypt* (Son of Amenophis) conquers Arabia* Perjia* India* 5^/^/^,(2520.1484 
Thrace* Leffer-A/ia* and Syria* in the Space of nine Years y his Counfellor being Hermes 
Trifmegijius* a moft famous Philofopher. 

Dardanus* Son of Teucer* builds the City afterward named Troy 5 but then from him named[2524 f 14S0 
Dardania. 

Danaus (alias Armais) being about this Time expelled Egypt by his Brother Ramefes* % 0^2529 
Egyptus* (who firft gave his Name to that Country) fails into Greece in the firft Ship that had 
ever been feen there where, till then, Floats or Rafts alone were known, and he becomes 
the firft King of Argos. Now, if we look back to the Year of the World 2315, when Jacob 
blefles his Son Zebulun* we fliall lee the Vanity of the Pretenlions of the Grecians to their re- 
mote Antiquity, and more particularly their Claim to have been the Inventors of Ships. 

Oemtrus leads the firft Colony of Greeks into that Part of Italy* to which he gave the Name) 2 534 
of Oenotria. 

About this Time, Mercury* called by the ancient Gauls and Germans* Tut* Teut* and{2 543 
Tcutat* the Son of Hermes* is thought to have been worfhipped in thole Countries, and to 
have introduced Arts and Commerce into Gaul. 



1470 
1 461 



Jq/hua* Leader and Judge of the Israelites* liibdues the Country of Canaan* 
Joflma dies. 

Corinth built by Sifyphits* fon of ALolus* yet others make it Anno Mundi 2594 ; as on ^[2649 
contrary, others make it fo late as Anno Mundi 2846. So uncertain are the Dates of the 
founding of moft of the great Cities of Antiquity. 

Janus (by feme thought to be the Javan of the Bible) .becomes the firft King of the AboAo.6y^ 
rigines in Italy. In his Reign Saturn comes likewife into Italy. 



2554 f 450 
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The Olympic Games The firft Olympic Games are inftitutcd by Pelops* who gave Name to Peloponnefus* others|2 697 1 307 
firft inftitutcd, fay by Hercules* in Honour of his Father Jupiter * though they were not made the general 

Epocha till 53 1 Years later ; when (as will be feen) this famous Air a of the Greeks moft pro- 
bably commenced, according to Archbilhop UJher* £sff. 
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Chap. If. fc>F THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE, &c. 7 

A. M. I A. C. I Ninus, Succeffor to Bclus, gives his Name to the great City of Nineveh, long before built 
2737 1267 by AJhur. & 
2752 1252 Old Tyre built on the Continent of the Coaft of Pbenicia. 

*754 "5o The famed Expedition of the -Argonauts toColchis, in qucft of the Golden Fleece, under their The ^™,, M 

I [chief Xeader Jafon, accompanied by Cajlor^ Pollux, and about 50 other romantic Heroes, is ge- « xpcdifioT Z Ge- 
nerally placed about this Time; they went in the firft long Ship that had been built in 
Greece In thofe early and obfeure Times, this paultry coafting Voyage from Greece up the 
Egean Sea, through the Propontis and Bofpborus, and fo along the fouth Shore of the Euxine 
Sea, at the eaft End of which the River Phqfis, in Colchis, falls into that Sea, is much taken 
N otice of by the Ancients ; at which Place they landed : And whatever elfe they found 
there, they are faid to have firft brought Pheafants into Europe, named Phafides, from tliat Pll , r t K „ 

N^'tW^v of BankS *7 f aid .S^tly to abound: This Voyage has made nSSCSSTS^ 

Noife than any of our modern Navigations round the whole Earth. Yet Authors are far by tfc ^ otiautf . P 
from making out clearly what was meant by the Golden Fleece they went in queft of- neither 
are they much better agreed as to what afterwards became of thofe Heroes, whofe Ship, called 
Argo, was, according to fome, ib flight and (lender^ that on their Return from Colchis, fail- 

inpr ud the River Tlnimhe «•!,»»«• +u n *- tj : • j -. .1 - .■>, * '7 



launched it again 



romantic 



Way 

uake the Argonauts to 

„j, , ana co carry it thence on their Shoulders into the Northern Ocean, from 

thence fading round to the Mediterranean Sea home. From all which, and Abundance more 
fad, wild Stones concerning .the Argonauts, nothing elfe can be fo clearlv inferred as the verv 
infancy of Navigation in thofe Times. Others place this 
World 2741. 

About this Time, Orpheus, Miifeus, and Linus (the Matter c 
have flouriflied. 

2 760 1 1244] Babylon's, wohderful Walls are faid to have been built about „ „_ Mfc .wu«.,u C 

Queen Sennramts, concerning whofc Reign, and her Conquefts in India, &c. Authors are 
rar trom being agreed. 

277o|i2 3+ | Minos, called the moft ancientKing of Crete, is faid, about this Time, to have been the 

firft who eftabhflied Peace and Order in the Levant and Egean Seas : For which End he fitted 
out a Fleet for chaftifing the Greeks, who, like moft other maritime People in thofe rude 
Times thought it no Shame to pradfcife univerfal Piracy. Minos therefore is generally 



rifted. 



in thofe Seas 



Monarch, or Potentate, who pofiefled any 



Potentate 
old Times. 



2771 1233 MrtSrm P 7 f ° m / e AU ?- WS ' fuppofed to have been founded at this Time by Elifa, or (ounded. 

\L)jdo, bitter to PygmaleoiU Kinfr of <rW - Yrr n th<.» mol,„ 1, /-„ 1 ^. ; « & 



278 1 1223 
•2820 1184 



«r»k.-ar u — , L r- 1 ^"^^^-" Yet others make this happen fo late as the Year 
of the World 3 135 ; (before Chrifi 869) fo little is tlie Stbry of this fame Dido to be relied 
on. Otliers fay ftill much later, by hear 400 Years. 

Gideon about this Time, judged Iffael, whofe Sbn Abimelck afiumed the Title of Kin~. 

Troy taken by the Greeks, after having flouriflied. about v^-i— . „«j -r™ : ^ j 

ten Years Siege. The Grcrafer had about 1200 Ships (if ' 
none of which, as far as appears; hall an iiifire Deck, th 



2S25 r 179 
2856 1 148 



each Vefiel, which at beft were but half-decked ones; the Forepart of them beine open to 
their very Keels. They had a Maih-faik and rowed with Oars. g P 
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this Siege, the Sie^c of 7ro\ 3 

Men' 



j fuperior Dominion in the LevdHt Sea. 



Minos, 



1 ne incomparable Temple of Diafiaj at Ephefus? is I 
counted one of the Seven Wonders of the anfcient World 
.2867 It 137 I Samfoti ] udges J/5 W. 

Z887 1 1 1 7 Samfon deftroys 3000 Philifttnes? with himfelf, in the 
2908 1096 Samuelis Prophet and Judge in TfraeL 



quired The LyJiavs Sea- 
Dominion. 

It Was Dianas Temple at 

Ephejus burnt. 



2909 IO95 



Ifrael 



2 9 2 4 |ioSo|^T^ next aftei- the Indians, acquired, about this Time, the Dominion of 
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4& \\Zl\ 5ri1?r»&^ li^ed Ktag «« J**-"f W. D ^K to8 of jtat 



Ifrdel and JMah> 1 «mu.«u«u», 

2958 1 1046 1 ^ Dayid,JLm^ oi Ifrael and Juddh, makes an Alliance with fi/r^»/, King of tTyiV i who 

^ 1 1 - , Wlth Workmen, and many Materials for Shipbuilding. 

296+1040 T Mie faid King fubdues the Jmalekites and Edomites, whereby B he gains certain Ports Ki „ c ^ enrric, 

on the Red-Sea t from whence he commenced n om.tTn.^ ri«v««i^^ ^„-n.„ _r _. "'y™ L™ rn ! 9 



/»^, _ to his very great Advantage. 

yerufalcm 



Coaftsofy^; 
Eaftwa'fd to Arabia, Pefjid, and both wilh A f rita and 
;ht immenfc Quantities of Gold, lndia ' 



Cherfonefus of prophane Authors, [/. e. the Peninfula of Malaccal 
the abovenamed South-weft Coaft of Africa, (reckoning from 3a 
modern Sofa/a, Melinda, or Mombasa-, or, whether Tarfliiffj, fror 
had his Stiver, was on the Weft Coaft of Stain, will nrnKnHW n 



eitner cale, is ot very little Importance 
298911015! David? King of Judah and Ifriiel, die 



90021 1002 



African Comi 
manned by g 
King of Tyre* 



Jerufalem 



Mariners. 



4f> 



Ealhvard 



— — — — — . . * — 

chiefly Several of his Succef- 

Hiram f S rs ' , c J? nt ^ uc , 




fcom 



8 AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL ,DE0UCT'l!9N Bogic L 

from the faid Exiongeber* and back again, is faid to have often taken up three Years, which I h M n. C. 
-could now be performed in as many Months. Dean Prideaux* and others, think the fuc-. 



celling Kings "of Judab carried on the fame Commerce j which was at length loft, when 
Elath* their Port on the Red-Sea* was taken from King Jlht * ~ " *~ 



_ rtz by Rczin* King of Damafcus. 
This is the very oldefl: Account we have of a commercial Correfpondence by Sea, between 
the Levantine Countries and India •* which Cqrrcipondence feems to have been difcontinued 
until the Ptolemies, Kings of Egypt \ above 7,0b Years after, and more efpecially Ptolemy Phi- 
ladelphiis* revived it.' 

The Tbracixnj hold About this Time, the Thkdcians are faid to. have been the next in Succcfllon after Minos of I3004J1000 
the Dominion of the Crete* who acquired the Dominion of their "neighbouring Seas, which they held about 19 

An/ a* ncceHhr y Re^ Years - The ^ort Space, wherein thefe States of Greece and its Neighbourhood held the 
mark on diisSubjca. Sea-Dominion of thole Parts, plainly demonftrates their Want of a iuperior and permanent 

naval Commerce ; for 'tis that alone that can fupport fuch a Sea-Dominion for a Permanency. 
A mere temporary Accident might poflibly give any one of thofe little States fuch a Dominion 
for a fliort while ; or an adtive Prince might, through the Ambition of overtopping his Neigh- 
bours, make a Pufh for building a greater Number, of Ship?, (fuch as they then were) than 
any of his Neighbours happened to have; but one lingfe Sea-fight might have loft it, or pol- 
itely one fingle Shipwreck of his Fleet, would probably put : this mighty Dominion into the 
Hands of fome other neighbouring Potentate, who, in his Turn, foon loft it to fome other 
Power : And we are to take Notice, that thele lb frequent Shiftings of Sea-Dominion, recor- 
ded by ancient Authors, were all comprehended within the narrow Limits of the Eaft End 
of die Mediterranean Sea. This Remark we judged proper to be made once for all, to pre- 
Hom-r'sf y*f l hv vcnt t ' ie kfi-knowing Readers from being mifled by the repeated Accounts of fuch Sea- 
fJln^to ufivc lived Dominion, to be met with in many Authors. Petavius thinks that Homer lived about this 
at this Time. Time, and was Cotemporary with Solomon* King of IJracl and Judah. 
Rbmtefs Scu-Domi- About this Time the City of Rhodes becomes a Place of Threat Commerce; whereby it ob-|3o88 1 916 
nion and excellent tainecl the Dominion of thofe Seas. They alfo afterward framed a Body of excellent mari- 
Sza Lnws. t j mc L aws anc j Conftitutions, which were in* fo great Eftecm, as to become a general Rule 

and Standard for all maritime Nations in thofe Parts, and were afterwards incorporated into 
the Roman Laws. Yet the Rbodians are faid to have held their Superiority on thofe Leva?it 
Seas but about 23 Years; which is fearcely credible, as they continued for feveralAges to 
be confiderablc at Sea, both for Commerce and "War. 
Britain rc/brtcd to The famous Ifland of Britain was, at this Time, (according to the learned Bochart, in his 
h h*T Fh r l/ \ *?r r j?C anam ) known and traded to by the Phenicians* for the ttnn of the Caffitcrides* elfewhere 
IJsj!?" ^"mentioned, there being then none of that Metal to be found in thofe Eaftern 



teriiUs mcu«u«cu| mcic tjcuig lucji ■ nunc ui ljicil jlvj.cl«ul iu ut iuuiiu *i* hiv*!*- miuiw^ ** Countries. 

i6 Many Greek Authors too, [lays the Author of the Rights of the Kingdom or Cuftoms of our 
Anceftors. London 1682, in 4X0. Page 43-] before Strabo and Pliny* relate the Phenician* 
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Carthaginian* and MaJJilian Traffick to the Caffiterides for Tinn : And they relate a famous 
Stoiy of a Carthaginian Pilot, who was rewarded by the Senate of Carthage for linking his 
Ship, rather than he ihould be forced by the Romans to difcover their Traffic for Lead and 



Tinn found about the Britifli Ifles 
fy/^^Townsfoun- Gades* [now called Cadiz and Gales'] Malaga,, and feveral other Cities of Spain* arc laid to 1 3 108 [ S96 
ded by thePt**M*m. been built about this Time by the Phenicians. 

PAigVs Sca-Domi- The Phrygians, in their Turn, are, about this Time, laid to have gained the Dominion of\ 3 r 1 1 j 893 
n5on - the Sea* which they held only for 23 Years. Yet pbffibly this fame Sea-Dominion of theirs 

fearcely reached fo far Weft in the Mediterranean Sea as the Ifleof Malta. 
Lyt&i**\ Laws. About this Time, Lycurgus* after ten Years Travels into Egypt, and other Countries, re-|3i2o[ 884 

• turns home to Lacedemon* and frames his new Set of excellent Laws for that State. 
Weights an J Men- About this Time, Phidon* King of Argos* is faid to have invented Weights and Meafures~*\$ 135} 869 

S^rrilndft/^r and alfb to have been thc firft that coin * d Silver ac 

Coins.' " The Mginetans are ufually reckoned the fixth Potentate, after Minos? who acquired thc J 3138 1 866 

JEgtB*** Sea. Domi- Dominion of the adjacent Seas 

"en "bo i 11 * h- Phenicians come next, in Order of Time, to have the Dominion of the Seas adjacent, (3178 1 826 

/'L/f/tfT" 0 " 011 c i.*- in a warlike Sen fc : For, in a mercantile Senfe, they certainly were, long before, the 

greateft Navigators of all the Nations that we know of. 
Homer lived about Homer* the Prince of Greek Poets, is, by fome, thought to have lived about this Time : 1 3200 j 804 
tlmTimc. Others, however, place him later; whilft fome others (as Petavius, &c.) place him 200 

Years farther back. And fome fix the Date of his immortal Poems 907 Years before the 

Incarnation. 

Syrttcufe founded. Syracufe is (aid to have been built about this Time, by Archias of Corinth. 

Triremes, £sV. Gal- 'The Corinthians are laid to have, about this Time, invented the Ships or Gallics named [3216] 788 
^'•bi ° f the Conftruaion of which Veflels (on Suppofition that the Word means 

ing not 1 now under- l ^ rec & ows or Tires of Oars* one over another* on each Side of fuch Veffels) and much more of the 
flood. Quinqtte-remes, and even up to T riginti and Quadraginti-r ernes y no Man now pretends to form 

any juft Idea. Neither can the placing of thofe Oars, in any other fuppofed Method or Po- 
lition that has been hitherto guefled at, be clearly, comprehended. We rnult therefore leave 
this Matter, which has hitherto puzzled fo many, juft as we find it in ancient Authors. 
Eppfs Sea -Do mi- The Egyptians are reckoned to have been, about diis Time, the eighth Potentate, aftcrj32i7| 787 

molu Minos* that acquired the Dominion of the neighbouring Seas. 

The Epocha of the According to Archbifliop Ufher* and moft other eminent Chronologcrs, Iphittts began the! 3228 1 776 
Olympians com- famous Greek Epocha of the Olympiads in this Year; lb as to remain permanent for the com- 
mcncc5 - . puting of Time. 1 

Jfaiah is thought to have, about this Time, begun to prophefy. . 1 3245 1 759 

Sea-Dominion of The Milejians of Ionia arc laid to have, about this Time, in the ninth Order of Succe£|325i | 753 
Alitwtnm. f loh ^ acquired the Dominion of their neighbouring Seas. 

j «r founded. Rome is built by Romulus at thc Clofe of the Vllth Olympiad, according to the laft-named|3256| 748 

Computation of that Epocha. 

The 



Chap- II* 



OF THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE, &c. 
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A. M-|A. C. i The Carians are faid, about this Time, to have, in the tenth Order of Succeffion, ob~ Sca~T> m " n ion of 

734 tained the Dominion of the neighbouring Seas. lhc Curiam. 

— I Ifraeiy ten Tribes are carried into Captivity by Shalmanefer y after his taking and deftroy- T he *e« Tribes car- 
ing their capital City Samaria* which had endured a three Years Siege ; whereby an End ried imo Captivity, 
was put to the Kingdom of Ifracl, after it had lafted 374 Years. 

Byzantium (fince named Conftantinople) is faid now to have been built by Byzas of Me- Byzantium founded. 
gara. Others make the Time of its being founded fo late as the Year of the World 3346 * 
before Chrift 658 Years. 
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About this Time the LeJbians arc faid to have gained the Dominion of the neighbouring Le/U/ S Sea Domi. 
Seas. In mentioning the neighbouring Seas, whenever we have named the feveral Nations ,l [ on 
who had Sea-Dominion, we think ourfelves fufficiently juftified when it is known, that moft A ? f*S nt j low 
of the States to whom, in this Chapter, the Sea-Dominion is afcribed, feldom or never t0 CUn Cl U ° " 
failed farther Weft than the Ionian Sea, fome of them however as far as Sicily \ unlefs we 
except the Phoenicians? who failed as for as our Cajfitcrides 3, though this muft have been (in 
chofe early Times) deemed a terrible Voyage indeed. 

Mcffana (now Meffina) in Sicily* founded by the Meffenians, who are faid to have fettled Mefflna founded, 
in that Ifland about this Time. 

Jeremiah and Zephaniah begin to prophefy in the Reign of good King JoJiah. 

The Gauls, under Bcllovefus, crofs the Rhofne and Alpes, and fettle in Piedmont and Lom-Thc Qnuh feulc in 
bardy, then poflefled by the Etrurians* L;mba,dy. 

About this Time Pharao-Necho, King of Egypt, is thought to have begun the famed The Canal t^-gun 
Canal from the Nile to the Red-Sea. Tho' fome make it doubtful whether fuch a Work fr J om , lhc AV//r 10 lhe 
was ever compleated ; whilft others write, that it aftually conveyed Ships from the one to Re<ISe *- 
the other.. This Work is alfo afcribed to Ptolemy Philadelphus, under the Year 3744. 

Nebuchadnezzar takes and plunders the City and Temple of Jerufalem, when Daniel and T " c 7<"w carried 
his three Companions, with a great Number of other Jews, are carried captive to Babylon 3 ca P tivc 10 l**h***» 



which Captivity lafted 70 Years, as Jeremiah had prophefied. 
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fidering their being obliged to creep along the Shores of many inhofpitabie Countries, and 
through very tempeftuous Seas. Yet fome late French Authors, merely on the Credit of 
certain ancient Reports of this kind, are ftrongly poflefled with the Belief of fuch a Voyage, 
notwithftanding the Silence of Ptolemy the Geographer, (who wrote about 740 Years after this 
l ime) as alfo on another Story related by Strabo, viz. ct That Caius Ca?far, fon of Auguftus* 
<c commanding a Squadron of Ships in the Red-Sea, found there fome Pieces of Spanifii Ships 
cc which had been wrecked." And fome will have it, (and particularly Morifotus of Dijon, 
in his Orbis Maritimus) that King Solomon's Fleet, which ufually traded from the Red-Sea 
down the South-weft Coaft of Africa, did once double the Cape of Good Hope, and thence 
failed northward to the Streights-mouth of Gibraltar, and fo down the Meditei-ranean to 
Joppa. 

Nineveh is deftroyed by Nebuchadnezzar, and a Period put to the AJfyrian Empire. 

MaJJilia (now MarfeilM) is laid to have been now built by a Colony of Phocean Greeks Mar/dlUs founded, 
from Ionia in lefier AJia who iirft civilized the Gauls of that Part of France, and 5nftru£ted 
them in tillage, Vinc-dreffing, and Commerce. But with refpe6t to die Vines themfelves, many 
think they were Aborigines in that fine Climate of Languedcc and Provence, and that they 
grew fpontaneoufly all along the Mediterranean Shores of France, Spain, and Italy. Some 
think the founding of Majfilia to be of an elder Date than the above, and even older than 
die founding of Rome. 

Solon, at this Time, was Archon of Athens** 

3432 1 57 2 I CM is aC this Time taken and deftroyed by Nebuchadnezzar, after thirteen Years Siege, Old *7W defhoyed, 

as prophefied by Jeremiah and Ezekicl. The Syrians firft retiring with their Kffe£ts into an and ^ e ^ o'** 
Ifland half a Mile from the Shore, fronting their ruined City* where they built New fountJcJ - 
Tyre, which quickly furpafled the old one, both in Commerce and Shipping. 
Daniel interprets Nebuchadnezzar's Arrange Dream 
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Crojfus, the laft King of Lydia, is taken captive by Cyrus the firft Monarch of the PerJian Crr \(- ! ^Z 0 ^h^ a 
Empire, at which Time Solon and Efop lived* captivated. 

3468 1 536] This Year may be reckoned the proper Commencement of the Perjian Empire, when Cr-^/V r rc ; latent 

Cyrus had compleated his Conquefts; whereby his Dominions extended from the Hcliefpont *f Dominions, 
to the River Indus. 
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By the Favour of the faid Cyrus the Great, the Jews Captivity ended about this Time ; The Jr-.tifiQw 
he having permitted them to return and rebuild their Temple at Jerufalem, which they Midland their 
compleated and dedicated Anno Mundi 3489. falihcd ' Caiplc 

Confucius, the famous Chinefc Philofopher, is thought to have lived about this Time. Ccntu 
The Grecian Cities and Colonies of Ionia, and other Parts of LelTer AJia, confederate with The c;.#m Confc- 
the European Greeks, againft Darius King of Perfia the Father of Xerxes \ which, in the acrac > ^ ainlt r ' *A*- 
Sequel, brought about the Overthrow of that Empire, tho' near 200 Years after, by Alex- 
ander the Great. 
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Xerxes, Monarch of Perfia, crofles the Hcliefpont into Europe, on two vaft Bridges of Boats AV-ay/* vaft A 
chained together, with an Army of three Millions of Men befides about two Millions more evades b%*.w. 
of Baggage-men, Women and Children, according to fome, for the Invafion of Greece. 
This Paflage is faid (not improbably) to have taken up feven Days Time, for conveying ovcr 
a Sea of feveral Miles in breadth, the grcateft Army that ever was feen upon Eartfi, or that 
probably ever will be feen hereafter, in Europe at leaft. 

The faid vaft Army is repulled at the Streights of Tbermopyltc by Leonidas : And on the -V* rxr T vu \ fu cc 
very fame Day Xerxcs's Fleet, of ho fewer than 2000 Ships, is beaten by the Grecian Fleet J^ed^to ai "l* I, \ 
of only 380 Ships, commanded by t Themiftocles^ who deftroyed 200 Perjian Ships, and dil- n^\. tp J° "°^Vi (k- 
perfccl the reft. And the great Xe?-xes himlelf, after he had deftroyed Athens, was forced toing-boat. 

Vol. I. D return 
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return crofs the Hellefpont in a Fifhing-boat, his Bridges being broken down by the Waves 5, 
leaving the Remains of his immenfe Army to get back as well as they could. 
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Artaxcrxes? tins Year, (according to Dean Prideaux) difcarded -his Queen Vafltii, and 
married EJther? the beautiful Jczoifh Virgin. 

Hippoa-ates, the famous Phyfician, died about this Year. 

Ucrcdotus of Halicarnafjus? called by Cicero the Prince of Hiftqrians? and by others ftiled 
the Father of Hiftojy, wrote, abc?ut this Time, of Things between the Years of the World 
3*38 and 347 t. JEfchylus the Poet, and Ifocrates the Orator, alfo fiourilhcd about the fame 
I line. 

Nimegueu? laid now to have been built by the Sicainbri. 

Groningcu? at this Time built by Gruno? Brother to Antenor King of Siearnbria* It was [3571 1 433 
the capital City of ancient Prijia? then a much iliore extenfive Country than what is now 



35651 439 



called by that Name. 

PtUjGKXffum Wai. The Pclcponneftan War between Jlthcns and Sparta, and the great Plague at Athens? both [3573 

happened about this Time. 

AM.7cfc, the lafi of About this Time Malachi, the laft of God's Prophets, by his Prophefies ended the [3574 
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(acred Hiftory or Canon of the Old Tcflament. 
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Ttfce Egyptians revolt from, and drive out the Per/tans, conftituting their Leader Amyr -I 3589 415 



Lexs King of Egypt 

Socrates? about this Time, is put to death by the thirty Tyrants of Athens. 
Plato^ about this Time alfo, made three Voyages into Sicily? to vifit Dionyjius, Tyrant of 

Sy?-acufc. 

About the fame Time alfo happened Xenopbcn's ever memorable Retreat with 10,000 
Greeks, who had been auxiliaries to Cyrus? Brother to Artaxerxes? Monarch of Perfta? by a 
March of 2325 Miles through the Enemy's Army, and fo crofs the Hellefpont into Greece. 
JhwKttt Tacks Rex*. The Romans are defeated by the Gauls under Brennus, who takes and lacks Rome? but 

could nof take the Capitol. 

About this Time Eudoxus firft brought from Egypt into Greece a Celejlial Sphere? and in- 
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brought into Grace, troduccd a regular Aftronomy. 

Rome? grown confiderable, hath this Year a Cenfus? when diere were found 160,000 TS/Lcn 3666 
fit to bear Arms ? though probably their Country Tribes are to be included in this Cenfus. 

Alexander King of Macedon? ftiled afterwards the Great? meditating rhc Overthrow of the 1 3670 
Perjian Empire, which had fo much and fo long hara/Tcd Greece? croffes the Hellefpont into 
Afa? with only 35,000 men. 
^•vi-; vn.ovc 1 l-v The Syrians having joined the Perjian fleet, for the oppofing of Alexander the Great's In- 
.\/.A*r..- \rftt:>€ m *t % valion of the Perjian Empire, and refufing him Admittance into their City, that Prince 

deftincd this noble commercial City to utter deftruftion. After a feven Months Siege he 
took it by ftorm ? whereupon he barbaroufly crucified 2000 of its Citizens, put 8000 
more of them to death, and Ibid 30,000 of them for Slaves. Carthage,, the Daughter of 
lyre? having, on this Occafion, lent her fome Affiftance, Alexander is therefore faid to have 
de termined her Deftrudtion alfo, in caie he ihould return home from the Eaft which he 
never did. 

however, was foon after rebuilt, and under the Seleucida?? Kings of Syria? Succeflbrs 
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K: or.:c more rc- Tyre, 

cnvrrn ii-? commerce 0 f Alexander? it became again a famous Emporium, engrafting almoft the intire Commerce 
Mid v\ L-ak!i. ; n sfrabfa,^ Perjian? and Eajl-hidian Merchandize, as well as thofc of Africa and Europe. 

They carried on a Trade from Elath? on the Eaft Side of the Red-Sea, to the beforcnamed 
eaftern Countries, and brought the Merchandize over Land from Elath to Rhinocorura? a 
Sea-port at rhe Bottom of the Mediterranean? and fo to "Tyre 5, from whence dieir Merchandize 
were difperfed all over the weftern Parts. This Eaft-India Commerce was folely enjoyed 
by Tyre? untill die Ptolemies, Kings. of Egypt? opened a Trade to India from the Wejt Side 
of the Red-Sea. 
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ir, if.: c;. Alexander the Great takes the vaft City of Babylon? together with all J>arhts Codomannus 3673 
* l - c ,v ■/"••* King of Pcr/}a?s Treafures there, and at Sufa? (which he alfo took) by fome computed to 

The fame Year Alexander gave a total 
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have amounted to Nine Millions fterling. Money. 

Defeat to the faid Darius** vaft Army in the famous Battle of Gauga?nela ; whereupon he 
becomes Matter of the whole Perfian Empire, which had lafted from Cyrus^ its Founder, 
Years. In a drunken Fit he deftroyed by Fire the royal and inexpreffibly-magnificent 
City of Pcrfepolis ? the ftupendous Ruins of which, (even at this Time) take up whole 
Volumes in the Deicription of them. And here he alio found an immenfe Trcafure. 
M*:anr*ru* in F.x xpt Alexander the Great? whether, in order to fupply theLofs of fo mercantile a City as Tyre? 
Unu\6vd 'r\ stifxaiuUr or? which is perhaps more likely, merely for Glory and Oftentation, did this Year found 
tbtGrtnt. t | ie c \ t y 0 f Alexandria near one of the Mouths of the Nile. This new City foon became 

the Metropolis of Egypt? and a Place of very great Commerce, Navigation and Riches ; 
being extremely well fituatcd for Commerce, and alfo for being the Metropolis of fo noble 
a Kingdom. It is at this Day greatly declined from what it was in the Times of the Pto- 
lemies? who greatly augmented and adorned that City : Yet, even at this Tifne, and though 
under the, Dominion of the Turks? who have no Genius either for Arts or Commerce, it is 



a place of confiderable Trade with the weftern Countries of Europe. 
Fminent Parous Hv- Learned, and, in other refpedts, very eminent Perfons Jiving at this memorable Time, 
i"r« at this Time. were ylrifto tie? Alexander's great Mafter Diogenes? the famous Cynic Philofopher ; Denwjftbc- 

lies, the great Athenian Orator ? and Apelles? the famous Painter. 
y/fw*r,'" i/rftrrn \ Alcxaitder the Great marches to lifdia, where lie defeats the Armies of fundry Princes, 
p.orr .-.ii;-. . nil In* J lc builds a Bridge over the Indus? which he crofles, as alfo' the Hydafpcs* — Thence he lails 

into the Indian Ocean, and returns up the River Tigris to Babylon ; where he dies. Where* 
upon the grcateft Part of his vaft Dominions were feized on. by feveral of his Generals, 
who foon rendered themfclves independent Monarchs in Macedonia? Egypt? Syria? Perjia? and 
trvm^tSiK firA India at which Time wrought Silk was firft brought into Greece from Perjia, by fome who 
ki mm in c n,*. j iac j been with Alexander in the Eaft. 

About 
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OF THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE,^; if 

C. j About die Time. .of Alexander the Greafs Death, the City of Neapolis? (now Naples) and p'cs and CW* in 
the City of Gum** were founded by the Palcpolitani lately come into i/tf/y from the Iflc of founder. 
Eubara? (now named Negropont ) in the Archipelago. 

08 I Sun-Dials are faid to have been firft ufed at this Time at .ft*?;;;* 5 though then but im- Sua-Dta/x. 
perfedfc ones, jT^jwfe 371 1.] 

04 1 Learned, and otherwile eminent, men living about this Time, were Euclid the Mathc- Eminent Pcrfbris 
matician •, Epicurus* Heraclitus? Democrilus? and Philofbphers and Praxiteles? the great now flouriftitng. 

Statuary and Engraver. 

93 J Some Accounts make Sun-Dials not to have been known at Rome till this Year, when Sun- Dials firffc 
the Romans began to divide the Day into hours. . * known ac Haase. 

9 r J Paintings about tliis Time, was firfb praftifed at Rome? being introduced from the Eaji Pa/Ktiag Br&brought 
hy FabiuS) who from thence got the Surname of PiSlor ? but atcerwards that of Maximus? to R***. 
for having vaiiquifhed the Etrurians. % 

78 J Brennus the Gaul invaded Greece about this Time. 

66 j Silver Money was, about this Time, firft coined at Rome, where till then Brafs Money had * Wjr firft 

been their only Coin. This fufficiently indicates their little Inclination to, or Improvement cornet * at Rome. 
of, Commerce, and their want of Corrcfpondence with other Nations more cailward, who 



long before this Time had both Gold and Silver Coins. 



63 I Rome commences the firft Punic or Carthaginian War, being their firft: Attempt for car- The firfl Punic War, 
rying their Arms beyond Sicily to the Continent of Africa % and their firft venturing on a wherein Rome is fu- 

gcneral naval Engagement, or their paying any great Regard to naval Armumcnrs. ** nt *?f"?j"i d** " wM 
if we will believe their own Accounts, (and to our great Lofs wc have none other ihat awt M 
can con tradidt them) they were almofb always an Over-match for the Carthaginians at Sea 
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as well as on Land, notwithstanding the long Experience of the latter in naval Affairs. 
In rfioie Times the Ptolemies? Kings of Egypt, were beyond all other Princes the gr< 



grcatefl Efjj#\ great Com- 

Pacrons of Learning and Arts, and alio of Trade and maritime Commerce ; and of them, mercc, and its Canal 
Ptolemy Philadelphia? in particular, was at this Time the moft potent Monarch on the { ™™ c * c AVA? 10 lhc 
Mediterranean Sea, having a powerful .Fleet and an extended Commerce. To this Prince ' -WMftf - 
is alcribed the great Work of a navigable Canal from the Nile to the Red-Sea, whereby 
lie commenced a regular annual Commerce by wHoie Fleets to Arabia? Per/ia, and India? 
for Spices, Drugs, Gold, Es?r. thereby greatly increafing his Revenue and enriching his 
People. Ptolemy Auletes is faid to have even much improved that Commerce : And fb it 
remained until the Romans? under Auguftus Cicfar? became Mafters of Egypt* 

It was the before-named Ptolemy Philadelphia who caufed the Seventy-two Hebrew Inter- The Alexandrian Li- 
prctcrs to tranflate the Old Teftament \nx.o % Greek % a Copy of which Old Teftament he had brary, and the famed 
obtained from the Sanhedrim by means of Prefents. Which Tranflation has ever fince been ^J^^^uiu bv Tn 
called the Scptuaghtt? which he depofited in his moft celebrated Library at Alexandria? faid iwy^hto&lpius < 
to have confifted of two Hundred Thoufand Volumes, and fbme fay of many more. Ic was 
this Prince likewife who ere6ted the magnificent Watch r tower and Light-houfc on the Ide 
of Pharos? Softratus oiCnidus being the Architect 3 a Work fo grand, as to have been deemed 
one of the Seven Wonders of the ancient World. 

In this fame Year Dttiliia? Commander of * the Reman Fleet, defeated that of Carthage ? The Reman Fleet 
for which he obtained the firft naval Triumph- that had ever been exhibited at Rome. beats that of C.r~ 

256 J About this Time Rome extended her Conquefts to the far theft point of Italy next to Sicily 9 '^'j* cr a r c . u 
by conquering the Salentines? whfcreby they poflefled all Italy South of what is now called Dominions, 
Lombtirdy. 

231 j The Ifies of Sardinia and Corfica? long difputed with Carthage? are reduced by the Ro- r ok:£ conquers S*r~ 
mans ? as was, the Year following, all Sicily? (except the Kingdom of Syracafe) after many <//»/«, Corfica, and 
horrible and bloody Conflicts with the Carthaginians? as well as Natives, about the Poflcflion mofX of AWi. 
[of fb delicidus a Country. 

222 j 'The Carthaginians great Progrefs under Afdrubal in the Conqueft of Spain (where they Cabbage conquers 

built Nova Carthago? now CaHhagcna ) fb greatly alarmed the Romans? that they by Treaty P arl °* 
obliged Afdrubal to ftipulate. riot to extend his Gonquefts- there beyond the River Iberia? 
and to leave the city of Sagtintum- free and independent; 

Between the Firft and ; therSecond Piaiic War, Rome began in fome degree to cultivate Rome dc^cncraccs 
Learning : Eur at the fame Time were beginning to be corrupted by AJiaiic Luxury, even much into J-u*ury. 
prior to their Conqucfts in that Country. 

* It is faid to have been about this Time alio that the celebrated Colofjia of Rhodes? toge-Thc Cslcffia of 
ther with their Arfenal, &c. were- overthrown by an Earthquake : For the reftoring where- Rk*to overturned, 
of, it is laid, moft of the Grecian States made Contributions^ If this was the Cafe, how 
came it to lye on the Ground till the Year of our Lord 655, as will be afterwards ieen. 
It was die Statue of Apollo in, Brafs, with one Leg on each Side the Entrance of the Haven, 
between which the greateft Ships palled ; and iii one of whofe Hands was held a Fire, 
ferving as a Li<*ht-houfb for "the Safety of Shipping, 
219! The great Hannibal of Carthage? having at this Time mattered the City of Sagtintum in The mifcroblc Con 
Spain? contrary to the abovehamed Treaty with Ronie ? that Proceeding provoked the Ro- fequences x<q Car- 
mans to enter into the Second" 1 Pimic War, which ended much to the Difadvantage of Car- *p^%f„ m n 
thage ? thereby obliged to deliver up to the Romans all 'her Ships hlut ten-. Accordingly, 
500 of their. Ships were immediately burnt by the Romans? iti fight of Carthage. A lad 
Speftaclt to a ff-ee commercial State which had -fb long reigned triumphant on the Sea! 
This, however, plainly enough fhews how little the Romans regarded Commerce 5 to the 
Improvement of which, thofe Ships might- h'ave been greatly 'conducive; By this Pei 
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they brought 120,000 Pound Weight «of 'Silver into the Rofnein Trfcafiirj 

About this Time Ptolemy Philopdto'r* King of Egypt? having* vanquiflicd Anticchus King Ptolemy PbihpatoSs 
of Syria, caufed to be conftrudfcd his monftrotis Galley^ oP forty Banks or Rows -of- Oars, or monltnws Galley. 
whatever elfe '^Uadfagintih m cnies on each* Sidc r meant- or may be called. This Veflel was of 
fo enormous a Bulk, as to have been a M'attcr of merit Oftcntafcion, without' any 'folidUfe. 
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Hannibal for e ver 
banillietl Cat ihage. 
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prise again ft sJJiti. 



The Roman Conful Marcellus* about this Time, befieged the Carthaginian Forces in the 
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City of Syracufe* both by Sea and Land, for three Years * and at length took that rich and|38o4 200 
famous mercantile City, faid to have been 22 Miles in Circuit, and fent to Rome its rich 
Plunder, and its Paintings and Statues, laid to have been the firft ever feen in that City. 
In this famous Siege, the incomparable Archimedes dilplayed his amazing Genius in the 
City's Defence, by inventing fuch Machines, Engines, and other wonderful Devices, as 
(if true) were never paralleled before nor fince. But whilft, at the Storming of that City, 
lie was in his Houfe calmly forming new Plans for its farther Defence, he was killed by a 

Soldier rummaging for Plunder. 

WhilQ: % Hanmbal* after the Conclufion of the Second Punic War, was bulled in reforming 
Abufes, i$c. in Carthage* the Romans* ever jealous : of his great Abilities, found Means to 
render him fufpe£ted by, and obnoxious to his own fadtious Nation, now going headlong] 
to Deftrudtion -* by which Arts he was obliged to fly to the Court of Antiochus King of 
Syria, never more returning to Carthage. He is faid to have deftroyed hirnfelf by Poifon. 
" This Year is generally Sid to be the firft Time the Romans entered Afta with an Army ^3814! 190 
when, under Scipio* they defeated Antioclms the Great, King of Syria. But they brought 
home fuch.aTafte for the Luxury of the Eaft, as greatly helped on the Ruin of their 
Commonwealth. 

The Romans having, by this Time, conquered a great Part of Macedonia and Greece^ they 1 3 837) 167 
now brought home from thence fo many Books as formed their firft publick Library. At 
the fame Time, Emilias brought thence fo vaft a Sum into the Roman Treafury, that, fome 
write, they were under no Ncceffity of laying any new Tax on the People from this 
Time till the Reign of Augujlzts Carfar. 
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f.rcr invented at 
Row*. 

Cnrth..gr dcomed hy 

Rnmt to Deftruclion. 



Scipio Najica introduced at Rome the Clepfydra* or Time-meafarer by Water. 
Scipio Najica returning from Carthage* reported to the Roman Senate, that the Senate of 
that State had doomed forty of their Body to perpetual Bantfhment, for concluding the 
laft Peace with Rome : Whereupon Cato the Cenfor folemnly declared, that [delenda ejl Car- 
thago'] Carthage muft be deftroyed. So the Third Punic War began two Years after. 
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The Third Punic 
War. 



Carthage utterly 
deftroyed. 



Car elf ages ancient 
great Power, Weal 1 li , 
and Territory. 



Carthage rebuilt, 
but never recovered 
its pri/linc Splendor. 



Corinth deftroyed by 

Rome the lame Year. 



Prom the Commencement of the 'Third Punic War* to the Incarnation of our Blejfed Sai 

Being the Space of 149 Tears. 

O ME taking Advantage of Carthage's being at this Time engaged in a War with 
Majfmijfa* a potent King in Africa* commenced the Third and laft Punic War- And 
in the Third Year of this War, m. in the Year of the World 3858, and before 
Chrift 146 Years, that vaft City was taken by Storm and utterly deftroyed, after all its 
other Territory (faid to have contained 300 Cities) had been conquered. The Plunder 
in Gold, Silver, €s?f. to an irnmenfe Value, was brought into the Roman Treafury. Strabo 
makes the Outermoft Wall of Carthage to have been 360 Furlongs, or about 45 Miles in 
Circumference * but Floras makes it but 24 Roman Miles in Circuit. Under thofe Walls 
were vaulted Cells or Stables for 300 Elephants conftantly kept for War. 

Carthage*s vaft Fleets and Armies, particularly thofe for the Conqueft of Sicily* demon- 
ftrate its great Power and Riches. To Sicily* at one Time, they fent 100,000 Foot and 
10,000 Horfc, with 200 Gallies and 1000 tranlport Ships, Many of their Citizens were 
compared to Kings for Riches* At the Commencement of die Second Punic War, her 
Dominions reached as far as the Syrtis Major Eaftward, and .about 300 Miles deep into 
the Country of Africa Southward * befide what flic had poflclTed in Spain and Sicily* and its 
Colonies far Southward on the Weft Coaft of Africa* &c. As far as appears, Carthage* in 
its Zenith of Glory, carried on a more extenfive and a more remote Commerce, than any 
City of the known World had ever done before ; and, what is yet more memorable, had 
alfo a greater Inland Commerce towards the Heart of Africa for Gold* Ivory* &c. than pro- 
bably has ever fince been enjoyed by any Nation. It is faid to have had within its Walls 
700,000 Souls at its final Dcftrudfcion, notwithftanding the Lofs of fo many People during 
lb defperate a Siege. 

The Deftrudtion of Carthage* was the fevereft Blow which the Commerce of the Ancients 
had hitherto received * more efpecially as no other commercial- City was railed up in its 
ftead — which (as we have fcen) was the Cafe when Alexander deftroyed her Mother Tyre., 
Carthage* it is true, was rebuilt by Order of the Roman Senate 23 Years after ; but altho"' 
it made a confiderable Figure in after Times, it could never recover its ancient Splendor 
nor Commerce. Other Accounts relate, that it was Julius Cafar who cauied it to be re- 
built, as . well as Corinth* upon his Conqueft of Numidia and Mauritania. 

To compleat the Overthrow of the free Commerce of the Ancients, in the very fame 
Year the rich and beautiful mercantile City of Corinth was taken and burnt by Mummius 
the Roman Conful, after it had fiourifhed about 900 Years : .Of which Confutes want of a 
polite Taftc, it is recorded, that when he was flapping off for Rome the matchlefs Paint- 
ings and cxquifitc Statues found in Corinth* he told thofe to whom he gave the Charge of 
them, .that // they t broke.or f oft any of them* they jfcould be obliged .to get others made in their 
Stead at their ownjCoft* Corinth* at this Time,- was laid to have. had more Pidtures and Statues 
of the gfeateft Mafters, than . any other City upon liarth : jnfomuch that all the Princes 
and Grandees of both Afta and Europe were fupplicd from that City, where all the liberal 

Arts 



A. M. t A. C. 



3 8 55 
3858 



149 
146 



3881 



J23 



3858 146 



i 



2 



I. OFT m E< O R,l KS-* N O/lF "G O M 'M ERG E, &c. ■ i 3 

c * Arts were brought to the *utfnofl: :Pcrfe£tiohA TKisConfiderdtion is faid to have afterwards 
made Cicero wilh that Corinth had been favcd, though he approved of the iDdffcruction of 
Carthage. .The Treiifures which the Romans, found in Corinth, are iaid 'to -be paft all reck- 
oning. Statues of Temples and Palaces, and Vdflels of all Kinds of Metal innumerable 5 
infomuch that the melted Gold, Silver, and Brafs ran down the Streetsin Streams ; whereby, 
upon the Flames being extinguifhed, a new Metal was formed, compounded of them all, 
and greatly cried up in after Ages under the Appellation of Corinthian Brafs, which, it Csri-thinn Bmfi % « a 
icems, Art cotild never parallel. By the DeftrurSlion of two fuch great and renowned Cities, Anginal, 
the Romans meant to ftrike the greater Terror into the yet unconquered Parts of the Earth 
they had their Eyes on. 
40 1 The City of Florehtia, or Florence? was built about this Time by Scylla. 
35 The Apocryphal Hiftory is conjectured to have ended in this Yean 

09) The City of Liege in Belgium is founded; and was ' fo named of the Legion fent thither 
by Julius Ceefar. 

93 J About this Time the Romans crofled the Alps, and conquered the Allobroges, Salii, and 
the South Parts of Fra7ice, named by them Gallia .Narbonenjis. So that now, with rapid 
Succefs, they greatly extended their Empire weflnvard, eaflvjard, and fouthward. 
jo I Lucullus the Roman Conful, returning to Rome from the Mithridatic War, introduced Cherries firfl brought 
Cherries the Jfirfl: Time into Italy, from Cerafus, a City of Pontus-cappadocicus near Sincpc on luto/fa J'> and. loan 
die Euxzne-Sea from which City the Romans, named that Fruit Cerafum. Ton? m nefort, a mo- ^^^^Q^'^pa 
dern Traveller, fays, that he found the Hills of that Country covered with Woods ; wherein mi s*f> kaf*** 
Cherrytrees grew fpontaneoufly. In lefs than 100 Years after, Cherries became common 



in all the Countries northward and voefi*ward under the Roman Power. They alio brought 




granates from Carthage, Sec. All which were loon brought to Perfection in Italy, and 
nave fince been naturalized in the reft of Europe, excepting feme few of thofe Fruits that 
require more Sun than Britain, and die more northern Countries enjoy. 
6 j J At this Time the great Pompey performed one of the molt arduous and glorious naval Pontes* gaHant Dc- 
Exploits that we read of in all Antiquity. Rome? it feerns, negledting*; the proper Guard ^ r " ft |"" ^Conildc-* 
of the Sea, (by which Term we are only to underftand the Mediterranean in its largeft Senfe)™/)* * ,ca ° a * °* 
a Set of Pyratcs, joined by many defperatc Vagabonds, were gradually arrived to fuch 
Power and Boldnefs, as to fill all the Sea Coafts with Terror: And being foon after pro- 
tected by Mithridates, King of Pontus, they were enabled to equip above 1000 Gullies more, 
wherewith they exercifed a Kind of Sovereignty over all the Afiediterranean Coafts, robbing 
all the rich Temples, Country Seats, on the Coafts of Italy, Greece, Aft a, and Africa. 

So that they blocked up all the Ports of the Republic, carrying off innumerable Cap\ive% 
and many of " great Dirandfcion. They took all Ships indifcriminattly, whereby an intire 
Stop was put to Commerce ; and, what was of the laft Conlequence, an Interruption of 
the Supplies of Corn and many other Neceflane- which fo vaft a City as Rome herlclf con- 
ftantly required thereby enfued, without which Rome muft foon have been famifhed. The 
Corn : m particular, which fupplied Rome and molt of Italy, was principally brought from 
Egypt, Barbary, and Sicily. Thole lawlefs People went even fo far as to keep PoJeftion of 
whole Countries on the Sea Coafts, and of many Cities and Caftles. Pompey undertook the 
arduous Talk of deftroying fo powerful a Confederacy of audacious Villains. He fitted out 
a Fleet of 500 Ships, wherewith he gained immortal Renown, letting at liberty incredi- 
ble Numbers of Captives, retaking above 120 Cities and Caftles, deftroying 1300 of their 
Ships, killing 10,000 of their Men, and making above 20,000 Prifoners : All which was 
performed Within the Compafe of a few Months. We may here note, that although the 
Ro7nans had no Propenfity to Commerce, yet there muft doubtlels have been at leaft ibme 
thoufands of Veflels, great and fmall, conftantly employed between Italy and the other fine 
Countries bordering on the Mediterranean and Euxine Seas, productive of the richeft and * 
moft valuable Things upon Earth, for fupplying Italy with the fame, for tranfporting of 
Troops, and for correfponding in a commercial Way each Country with another. For the 
World can never be without Commerce more or lels, whilft the mutual Wants of Men and 
Countries occafion conftant Demands on each other. 
63 J Four Years after, the faid great Pompey took and difmantlcd the City of Jerufalem, reduc- 
ing Judea into a Roman Province. Yet Jerufalem 'was loon after rc-fbrtified, doomed by 
Heaven to a ftill greater Calamity. 
54 1 Julius Ckfar being, by the Trebonian Law, appointed to the Government of G aid for five Kritoin firft invaded 
Years, and having now alrribft compleated the Conqueft of all that large and. noble Cdun- *°« v L: ''f a >' 
try, he made, in this Year, his firft Invafion of Britain, though with very doubtful Succefs, 
53 [even hy his own Account, In the following Year he invaded it a fecond Time, ravaged 
leveral Parts of that (as yet) unimproved Country^, and obliged fonic of their Princes or 
Chiefs to prorriife fubj'effcion to Rome: But lofing part of his Fleet on the Briti/h Shores by 
a Storm, lie found himfelf obliged to return into GauL From this Time the Romans made 
no farther Attempts on Bi'itahv for 90 Years, nor until die Reign of the Emperor Clau- 
dius. Ctefar\ Account of the Brito?is was^ in brief, that although they had fome Corre- 
Ipondence with the People of Gaul over agaiinft them, and c< that thofe of them who lived The State of the Ifle 
" on the Sea Coafts were for that Reafon cloathed, and more civilized than thofe of the at Ctt J ar ** 

** Inland Countries, who were intirely wild rind naked : And although they had Horfes and nva ,OIU 
" Chariots armed with Scythes, yet their Towns were no. other than a Parcel of Huts on 
" an Eminence, fortified with Trees cut down and laid crofs-wile." • £So that they, in fadt, 
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lived aliiioR- as meanly as do the Indiaits in America \ laving, qrtly that tliey . had pifcnty of 
Corn and Cattle, which the Indians had not.] Their Money was Iron and Brafs J?lates and 
Rings, of a determined Weight, which ieiVed them well enough for what Trafficjc they 



carried on amonglt thcnifelvcs 

Vol. L E 



14 



AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION Book I. 



Gaai's Conqucd 

com plea ted by Ju- 
lius C*rjltr. 



Julius C<rfar killed. 



* 

Julius defar compleats the Conqucft of Gaul, extending from the Pyrenees and the 
Alps, to the River Rhine. In the efteffcing whereof, he is faid to have taken 800 Cities, 
vanquiihed 300 different Nations, defeated three Millions of Men, killed one Million of 
Men, and made Prilbners of another Million. Gaul, even in thole early Times, was very 
populous. They are faid to have had upwards of 1200 walled Towns, which were moftly 

difmantlcd by Gejar. 

Julius defar is killed in the Senate-houfe of Rome- 
Learned and famous Learned and eminent Men living about this Time in Rome, were Liny, Diodorus Sictilus, 
Men at this Time. Sallujl, Bioiryftus of Halicarnaffus , &c Hiftorians. — Virgil,Horace, and Ovid, Poets. — Alfo 

Cicero the great Orator and JJiatefman ; and many more. 

Augnflus defer, now eftablifhed Emperor or lble Monarch of the Roman Empire, erects 
many new, grand, fumptuous and coftly Edifices and Ornaments in Rome ; which wonder- 
ful City, now Miftrefs of the World, is computed by fome to have contained at this Time 
four Millions of People, and to be 50 Miles in Circuit, altho* much doubted by others. 
Now, properly, ended the greateft Republick, and commenced the moft potent Monarchy 
irdinary Rcvc- that ever exifted upon Earth for Extent, Power, and Riches. Some have computed its or- 
* ilie Roman djnaty Revenue, in peaceful Times, to have amounted to 50 Millions fterling ; which is by 

no Means improbable. But what it could have railed on any great Emergency, fcarcely 
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can be, in our Days, juftly afcertained* 



A Commerce renew- Auguftus defar having, in this Year, conquered Egypt, and reduced it into a Roman Pro- 

ed from Egxpt lo «(Vnki;rU/.^ f«rr* 17Ir»f»fc or .QnnnHrnns of Shins for Hie Prole£Hon nf Nnvionrlnn • 
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vince, he eftablifhed two Fleets or Squadrons of Ships for the Protection of Navigation : 
One of which was ftationed at the more wefterly Parts of the Mediterranean Sea, the other 
in the Seas Eaft of Italy, now termed the Levant. 

It was Auguftus who revived the Eaft-India Commerce from Alexandria, [up the Nile, and 
thence to the Red-Sea, and fo by long Sea to India] which the former Monarchs of Egypt had 
long before carried on to their great Emolument. He and his Succeflbrs, even to the Over- 
throw of the ivefiem Empire* improved this Commerce very much ; though more probably 
owing to the Egyptians chat to the Romans. . 

Grotius, in his 'Mare Libcrwn, fays, that the Atirca Chcrfonefus, which they failed to, is by 
many thought to be Japan. Pliny fays, there came AmbaHadors from India to Auguftus, 
and from Taprobana [commonly thought to be the Ifle of Ceylon] to Claudius Cafer. That 
this Trade brought annually 500,000 Sejlertiums (or about four Millions fterling) to the Em- 
pire, and to twice that Sum if Arabia and the Seres be included. 

Pliny alfo relates, that inftead of zo Ships formerly employed in it yearly by the Egyp- 
tian Kings, there were fix Times as many now employed therein j and that they gained an 
Formerly* navigable Hundred Fold, or 10,000 per Cent, thereby. Strabo, who wrote in the Reign of Tiberius, re- 
Canal between the y atcs ^ c j iat j n Time an Eaft-India Fleet failed from Alexandria up the Nile, and from the 
Aw anuthe tod-ota. Nik imo a Canal cUt from that famous River into the Red-Sea, and thence to India. This 

is the ftrongeft Evidence produced, that there had once been fuch a Canal, which is any 
where to be met with. Yet although fo many ancient Authors fpeak of this Canal as 
having once exifted, it is long fince utterly filled up or loft. Some think that the Greek or 
Eafiem Empire continued this Eaft-India Trade from Egypt down to the Clofe of the VIXth 
Egrp, an Account of Century, when they loft that Country to the Arabian Moors or Saracens. Morifotus, in his 

Orbis Maritimus, obierves from Mdrcianus > cc that the Prepojiti of the Eaftern Empire had 
the Care of bringing four Times in every Year from the Eaft the following Merchandize, 
-viz. Wool, Silk, Flax, Purple, Sugar, Cinnamon, &c." Though probably what is called the 
Spice Iflands, /. e. the Molucca Iftes, (producing Nutmegs, Mace, and Cloves) were unknown 
till later Times becaufc of their remotenefs. But Pepper growing in plenty in the Hither 
India, was early known to Europe, as was likewife Cinnamon for the fame Reafbn. After 
which the Trade to India by that Route totally ceafed until the IXth Century, when it was 
revived by them ; who finding that Commerce fo gainful, did afterwards remove, in great 
Numbers, to fettle on the Sea Coafts of the Hither India \ many of whom did afterward 
farther remove into the Inland Countries \ where being joined and fupported by a powerful 
Invafion of Arabians, Turks, Per/tans, and Tartars, about the Clofe of the Xlth Century, 
they have propagated Mahomet anifm to an almoft incredible Degree, not ^ only in that vaft 
Continent of Indpftait, and even in the Mogul's Court and Family, but likewife into many 
remote Ifles of the Indian Ocean. 
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Thefe Indian Mahometans, on the Sea Coafts are now ge- 
nerally known to the Europeans by the Appellation of Moors, although but few of them 
came from the Country of the Moors in Barbary. 

It is about this Time that ancient Authors make the four greateft and moft illuftrious 
Cities of the then known World to have been Rome, Alexandria, Byzantium, (fince named Co?i- 

jlantinople ) and Antioch. m 

Balbus, Auguftus* s General in Africa, fubdues the Garamantcs, a People of Africa, South of the 
Dominions formerly poflefled by Carthage, and hitherto unknown to the Romans : Whereby the 
Limits of the Roman Empire were faid to be extended as far South as the great River Niger. 

Tiberius (afterwards Emperor) fubdues the Vindelicii, Rbeti, and Norici, then deemed three 
of the moft barbarous Nations of Germany ; i. e. the Countries of the Grifons, of Bavaria, 1 3990 
and of Part of Aujlria, Carinthia, Carniola, Tirol, &c. all lying between the Alps and the 
Danube. From whence it plainly appears how little the Romans had a£hia!ly, before now, 
conquered North of the Alpr, notwithftanding the fpecious Accounts of their former Con- 
qucfts in Germany. 

Drttfus and Tiberius pals the Rhine and the Wefcr, (after much Oppofition from the Ger- 
mans) bringing under their Subje&ion (as their Hiftorians allege) all the Nations from the J 3995 
Rhine- ta the River Elbe ; which laft named River, however, they in vain attempted to pafs. 
Tw»Kinds ofjppfes ^ Much about this Time, Papirius brought two Kinds of Apple-trees from Syria and Africa 

brought to Italy. into Italy. 
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Jefiu Cbrifl born. 



In the Year of the World 4004, and 2348 Years after the general Deluge or Flood of 4004 
Noah, our Blefled Redeemer the Lord Jefiis Chrift was horn ; with which moft happy 
Event we (hall conclude this Jpirfl; part of our Work. 
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From ■ the Incarnation, to the Conclufion of the Fifth Century 



FIRST CENTURY. 



IN this Year Tiberius (afterwards Emperor) was lent by Auguftus a fecond Time to conquer Gtrmany again at- 
Germany which, however, he found to be an arduous Talk ; that People being then, as well tempted to be con- 
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7 I as fince, extremely tenacious of their Liberty, and well fkilled in the Art of War. He is, l uercU 
however, faid to have over-run and fubjected all between the Rhine and the Elbe ; whilft the 
Roman Fleet carried Terror along the German Coafts, and thence up the Elbe to a Place at which 
they formed for a while their Station, and from which Word ( Static) fame fay the City of Staden 
took its Name. Notwithstanding all which Accounts of the Roman Exploits in Germany, it feems 
certain that they built, or at leaft retained, no Fort, nor kept permanent Pofteffion of any con- 
fiderable Part of Germany beyond the Banks of the Rhine and the Danube 5 the proper Conqueft 
of the greateft Part of which Country icems to have been refcrved for the Emperor Charlemagne, 
towards the Clofe of the VIHth Century, as will be fhewn in its Place. 
21 I As in all civilized Countries, and even in very remote Ages, there were Manufacture.! of Ckri Mamfk/lum 
Woollen Cloth, (and probably of Linen alfo), we may here note, that Diodorus Siadus? who ^r^j^y" . ch f 
wrote in Auguftus Cafar 9 s Reign, acquaints us, that in the IQe of Melita? [now called Malta] allLC m 

there abounded Artificers who made feveral mercantile Wares, and efpecially wry fine Cloth. — 
And that the Houfes in Malta were of fine white Stone, beautiful and ftacely the Inhabitants 
being originally a Colony of Phenicians? who, having extended their Commerce to the moft wes- 
tern Regions then known, found this Ifland very convenient for a Place of Retreat by reafon of 
the Goodnefs of its Ports,* and of the Depth of the. Sea there. According to the Net her land The Town of ?t*- 
Hiftorians, the Town of Stavern in Frifcland? is the moft ancient of all the Towns in. that Pro- Wb Antiquity, 
viuce, founded (as they lay) in Tiberius'* Reign (Anno 21 Chrifti) by the Struii? the ancient Inha- 
bitants of Frifcland. 

34 J There is a Paflagc to the like Purpofe of a Cloth Manufacture in Strabo? (who died Anno The ancient fine 
Chrifti 35). For fpeaking of the Country of T tirtetania? a Country of Lufttania? now called Por- ^^'f n Clotn of 
tugal) he fays, ce That Cloths were formerly the Exports of that Country-, but that they have u J iUlK *"' 
now [fuppofe Anno 34*] a nobler Woollen Maiiufailure of moft excellent Beauty, fuch as that 



cc 



<e of the Coraxiy (a People in AJia ) from whence Rams were brought for breed, at the Price of a 
<c Talent each." (7. e. About 100/. of our Money.] 

There muft have been an uncommon Increafe of People in Rome and in the adjoining Tribes, The van Jncresfc of 
I between the Reigns of the Emperors Auguftus and Claudius, viz. in only the Space of 34 Years •? fincc Ciwxen* in a 

x mAnno Chrifti 14, the Cenfus of Roman Citizens made by Auguftus? amounted only to 4,137,000. ew car * # 
Whereas Anno Chrifti 48 , Claudius** Cenfus amounted to no fewer than 6,900,000-, unlefs (which, 
perhaps, is not improbable) a greater Extent of Country was taken into this Cenfus by Claudius? 
than was done by Auguftus. 

It is generally agreed, that the greateft modern Wine Countries of Europe? viz. France? Spain? More Uq-»*s 
and Portugal? did in more ancient Times cultivate Corn much more than Vines. But, by degrees, a ndLf 4 //W«ii;mk 
(fays Strabo) the Gauls left the more general Ufe of Malt Liquors to the Germans? and other nor- "LiulCr'* &c " ?n " 
thern Nations, and made Wine their chief Liquor. The like may be faid of the Spaniards and 
Portuguefe? more particularly of the latter, who alfo have, more lately, turned much of their ara- 
ble, &c. Lands into Vineyards? fince England began to take off fiich great Quantities of their 
Wines, in confequence of our Treaty of Commerce with them, conducted lb wifely by Mr. 
Methuen in the Tear 1703. 

43 I After Years Intermiflion, the Romans? in this Year, made an effectual Invafion of Britain? B^iiah conquered 

in the Reign of the Emperor Claudius who in the Year following coming thither in Perfon, van- b >" tl,c Ro:TiuK$ - 
quifhed and captivated one of their Princes named Cunobelin? in his Refidehce of Camalodunwn? 
(generally thought to have been the Place on which Maiden in EJfex is built). Yet it cofl the 
Romans much Blood and Time before they could compleat the Conqucft of only the South Part 
of our Ifland ; but they were never able to recover the moft northerly End of it to their Obe- 
dience ; and therefore at length they only attempted, by Ramparts and Ditches acrofs, to keep 
the Caledonians from invading the moft fruitful Parts of Britain? reduced into a Roman Province. * 
But although the Romans held Britain about 360 Years, yet in all that Time there is but little Theancicur ens 
of a commercial Spirit to be found amongft the Britons? whole Shipping, regular Towns, Edi- reRan'ed 
ficcs, Arts and Manufactures, muft be acknowledged they however owed intirely to the Romans? Lonlmcrcc - 
who in great Numbers lived amongft them* All which the poor unhappy Britons feem to have 
almoft forgotten, after the Romans had abandoned them ; occafioncd by the continual Ravages 
of the Scots and Pi£ts?\ and their being afterwards overawed, mattered, and driven into the moun- 
tainous Parts by the Saxons* 

Suetonius conjectures, that the faid Emperor Claudius was the firft Contriver of Jnfurances on 1 he Antsqpitv r f 

Ships and Merchandize. m L{dlZrzh^^ 

52 J Although neither London? nor any other Place deferring the Name of a City or Town in Bri- u, t Xn\*^l& " 

tain? had 
about 

Claudius's Reign, probably at the Clofe of \t?'vix. about or a little before the Year 52. It was L *nJcn was very early 
no military Colony, but was very early a Place of Commerce? inhabited promifcuoufly by Britons <rf Commerce* 
and Romans. Tacitus?, who lived feme Time at London- about 50 Years after this Time* calls it a 0 lo "" 
u Londinium, copia negotiatorum ct commeatn maxima celcberrimum. i. e. London famous for its many 



id a Being in Julius C<ejar*s Time, yet we find London a confiderable Place in AVr*' 
roo Years later. Wherefore it is conjectured to have been founded in his Pre 



s Reign, about the v ear 5 r. 

edeceflbr 
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Merchants and Plenty of its Merchandize. 
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J?vr/7.-» Src, re- 
<Jucctl i»:U> Xomitn 
Provinces. 

slgrlcahi fails round 
J?**///?///, and Im- 
proves the south 
Parts or' it. 



ST//«J, Son,, and afterwards Succefibr, of the Emperor Vejpafian, takes and deftroys the City of 
Jerufalem. At the Siege, and in the lacking of which City, there were counted 1,854,490 Jews 
to have perifhed therein, either by Famine, Peftilence, the Sword, Self-murder, Fire, or other 
Calamities : Yet there were 108,000 left alive and made Prifbners. 

Vefpaftan reduces Byzantium? and the reft of Thrace, into a Roman Province 5 as alfo Rhodes, 

Lycia, Citicia, and Samos. 

Julius Agricola, the Roptan Governor of Britain* civilizes the Britons, and promotes Agricul- 
ture, Arts and Sciences there. 



any Mortal that failed 
difcovered it to be an Ifland. That great 



ritain, and thereby perfectly 



Man 



more in tire Subjection to Rome. 



SECOND CENTURY of the Chriftian JEra 




"~7 ^— • — " * 

Adrian rebuilds Jerufalem, calls it sElia Capitolina, and eredts 
voices the Jews to a Rebellion. And two Years after, having fupprefied. the Rebellion of the 



made the River Euphrates the fettled caftcrn Boundary of his Empire. 
A* m un\ wail in The Emperor Adrian vifits Britain, where, to prevent the Incurlions of the Caledonian Scots into 

Mruain. the Roman Provinces, he buik the famous Wall called by his Name, from the River Eden in 

Northumberland* about 80 Miles 

Jentf ticm rebuilt by 

JtirttiK* who tranC- 

7 ^ UI J*™* in jitdea, Adrian tranfplants great Numbers of them into Spain, where their Blood 

to this Day, chough often cruelly butchered in that Country. 
A frr/h Rebellion of The Jews break out into a frelh Rebellion, with a falfe Meffiah at their Head, whom they 
the y, 1 vs. wherein crowned King. They over-ran Jitdea, committing great Cruelties. They mattered Jerufalem, 
?^n" a ^ d and butcheredall the Romans in it. Whereupon Adrian fends Severus againft them, who* after 
i ui «)L a ^r. much B j oodiliec i :| rcCa k cs alu | burns Jerufalem, plowing up the Ground on which their Temple 

formerly flood. 

In this Revolt of the Jews, the Romans arc laid to have demolifhed 985 Towns, 50 ftrong 
Fortrefles, and to have killed 580,000 Men y befides fuch as perifhed by Famine, Fire, Defpair, 
&c. and great Numbers fold into Slavery. 
rtoh ffiY or Jkxm- Ptolemy, the famous Aftronomer and Geographer of Alexandria, flouriflaed about this Time, in 
,/r/c* floufiiheJ, the t h c R e jg n Q f the Emperor Antoninus. He was the firft of the three Ancients who joined the 
phcrofthT of Aftronomy to that of Geography- His geographical Tables or Maps are generally 

* efleemed the beft extant of the State of die World to his own Time ; tho' fince difcovered to 



A new Wall buik 
ciuls Britain* 

Ctthfi fiouriflietL 



M 



Wall between 



oman Governor of Britain, carries his Conquefts farther northward, 1 
die Friths of Forth and Clyde. 

the Reign of the Emperor Marcus Aurelitis, flouriflicd the great and 
mous Phyfician Galen. 

%js«////>//«Icftroycd. Byzantium, the largcfl: and mod magnificent City Eaft of Rome, is taken, burnt, and rafed 

the Emperor Severtts, who fold its Inhabitants for Slaves. 
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THIRD CENTURY. 

The Emperor Severus, having driven the Caledonians beyond the Roman Province in Britain, 
builds die Wall called by his Name, from. Sea to Sea, for preventing their returning Southward. 

About the Middle of this Century the Roman Empire began to be dreadfully galled and in- 
vaded on almoft every Side. A fad Prefage of its future Overthrow. 
S M r;.irm-»nt when According to Alexander Raffs Chronology, annexed to his Continuation of Raleigh's Hiftory 
in»r.HluccJ 'una the D f c j lc World, (printed Anno 1652 in Folio) it was in the Reign of the Emperor Aurelian that 

Silk was firft brought out of India to Rome. Yet others (more probably) make it to have been 
known at Rome fo early as the Reign of Tiberius, [about Anno Chrijti 17.] And that morfcover a 
Motion was then made in the Roman Senate, That a Stop might be put to the exceffvue Luxury pre- 
vailing at Rome. Whereupon they pafled a Law, prohibiting the Ufe of Plate ofmaffy Gold-, and 
alfo forbidding Men to debafe tbcmfelves by wearing of Silk, then thought proper only for Women. 

Heliogabaltis, the Emperor, who died Amio Cbrifti 220, is faid by fome to be the firft Man that 
wore a Holoferiaim, i. e. a Garment of all Silk ; . even Princes, as well as Subjefts of the greaceft 
Quality, wearing only Subfericttm, or a Stuff made of half Silk. 

In either Cafe, this is probably to be only underftood of manufactured Silk. For the breeding 
of Silk-worms was not brought into Europe till near 300 Years later, as will be fhewn in its pro- 
per Place ; and it is fcarcely probable that they had, as yet, wz. in either of thole Periods, a Silk 
Manufacture at Rome. 

The Seres [/. e. the ancient Chinefe] arc, with Realbn, generally thought tb have been the firft 
Nation in the ancient World that knew the Ufe of Silk. • N 

It was To dear, when firft brought to Rome, as to be equal in Value with.GWIrf, Weight for Weight. 
Until the Emperor Jnfliniarfs Time, (Anno 555.) the weftern World thought that Silk 1 grew oh I 
Trees, like Cotton ; the Perjia?js making fb great a Secret of it, that they permitted' lione.of the ' 
IVorms nor Eggs to be carried Wcftward. 

Vines are faid to have been about this Time firft planted -in Germany 5 /. e. about the Rivers 
imIN in H ro?*. and Rhine, Maine, and Mofelle ; as alio in Hungary and the northern Part of Gaul. But, with refpedt 
whiMer • hence traivf- CQ che p rovinces Q f Gml ^ Spain, which border on the Mediterranean^ Sea, (as well as to Italy) 

many are of Opinion that Vines grew fpon tan eou fly there. Mafcou, in his Hiftory of the an- 
cient Germans^ fays, that the Emperor Probufs Memory is ftill- gratefully prefcrved in Germany 
on this Account. 

1 Julius 
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76 ** Province, [/. modern Languedoc and Provence\ produced all 
I ct did > but that, farther North in OiZr and i*/gtf were then 



OF THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE, &c. ij 

a .d* I Julius Cejar found Vines growing in Narbonen/ts 5 and remarks, <c That the faid 

- r - . — — J — — * the Kinds of Fruits that 

wanting.'* The Phcnicians are 

faid, in early Times, to have planted Vines in the Ifles of the Mediterranean Sea, as well as in 
feveral Parts of the Continent of both Europe and Africa. So that, upon the whole, IVine was 
produced in all the Countries of Europe naturally capable of it ; excepting perhaps fome few 
.Parts of Germany North of the Rhine and Danube* where even now the Wine is not very excel- 
lent in its Kind. 

208 For the Honour of our Britifli Ifle, we muft, under this Year, take notice, that the Emperor The n , hiffj Ardfi _ 

Conftantius Chlortts found that all mechanical Arts were in greater Perfection in Britain than in ccrs were better 
Gaul : The ruined Cities of the latter, as well as the Fortrefles on the Rhine, being, for that fe*T«d 
Reafon, repaired by Britijh Archite&s and Artificers, by that Emperor's fpecial Direction. ofG.uL 



FOURTH CENTURY. 



3** 

33° 



The Emperor Conftantine openly profefles the Chriftian Religion, and promotes it. Conjlantine embraces 

He holds the firft general and famous Council at Nice in Bitfynia. ChriUwdqr. 

Byzantium, which he had rebuilt and finely beautified two Years before, Conjlantimfk made 



-He removes to 



giving it the Name of Conftantinople ; and he now makes it the Seat of his Empire, to the infi- t2 J c Stat of the Em- 
nine .Lois of the City of Rome, whither he never after returned. For hereby the veteran Le- pirc% . 
gions were drawn off to the Eaft, from their former Stations on the Rhine and Danube, which 
defended the northern Boundaries of the Empire ; whereby the weftern Provinces were cxpofed 

to the Incurfions of the Barbarians. 

Conftantiiioplc was, queftionleis, extremely well adapted to be the Metropolis of the grcateft Its happy Situation 
Empire on Earth. It was not only fcated in a very fine Climate, but in a moft advantageous d ercnbca - 
Situation for correfponding with both the Eaft and Weft Parts of the Empire for the Conveniency of 
procuring all Kinds of Neccftarics, and for carrying on an extenfivc Commerce. It had Europe 
on its Weft Side, Africa on the Eajl, the Euxine Sea on the North Side, and the Egean, Archipe- 
lago, and Mediterranean Seas on the South, for its eafier Communication with Egypt and Africa. 

337 1 * n t h e ^ lca * Parriti 011 of the Empire between the two Sons of Conftantine, chat called the The Empire divided 

Eaftcrn Empire contained Apulia, Calabria, and Sicily, Greece, Afia, and Egypt. The weftern Em- «nto eaflern aud 
pire contained the reft of Italy* Gaul, Spain, Germany, Belgium, Helvetia, Britain, and slfrica. welter*. 
357' T' ie famous City of Paris was at this Time firft mentioned in Hiftory, upwards of 300 Years Paris firft 
'after the founding of London. Julian (afterward named the Apoftate) then Governor of Gaul un- mentioned, 
dcr the Emperor Conftantius, having this Year defeated the Germans near Strafburg, took up his 
Winter Quarters at Paris, then merely a Caftle on an Ifland in the Seine. 



n 



84 In this Year the Longobardi, or Lombards, are faid to have made their firft Movement South- The Lomlnrdt firft 
ward, from the North End of Germany ; occafioned (lays Crantzius) by a very great Famine in remove Southward. 

the Time of Snio King of Denmark. 
400 1 Pancirollus fays, that about the Year 400, Bells were invented by Paulinus Bilhop of Nola in E*tts invented. 

Campania, and thence named Campana. 

The Chara&cr of the FIFTH CENTURY. 

We are now to enter upon the Vth Century of the Chriftian JEtsl. A Century, the moft me- 
morable, in all deplorable Refpe£ls, of any that can be found in the Annals of Time , whether 
we confider the horrible Ravages and Devaftations of the Barbarians in all the Provinces of the 
weftern Empire, or the amazing Alterations and Revolutions in thofe Provinces brought about 
by the many Tribes of Pagan Nations who invaded them on all Sides, and eredled therein, upon 
the Ruins of the laid weftern Empire, the feveral Kingdoms which for the moft Part remain fo 
unto this prelcnt Time. It was, doubtlefs, moft lamentable to confider, that the People of thole 
Provinces, thus invaded and conquered, were then generally become Chriftians, and had moreover 
been inftrufted by their Mafters the Romans, in Politenefs and the finer Arts ; yet they were 
now to fubmit moftly to the barbarous and lavage Heathens, to have their Temples and Schools 
deftroyed, their Arts and Sciences, their Commerce and Manufactures deprefled : New Mafters, 
new Names to Countries, new Languages? Laws* Cuftoms, &c. were every where to take place. And, 
had it not been for thofe Barbarians who were invited by the later Emperors to fetde in and 
near Italy, and who, tho' originally Pagans as well as the reft, had before this general Overthrow 
not only embraced the Chriftian Faith, but had, in a great Meafiire, contracted the Manners of 
the Romans ; thofe new Kingdoms would probably have remained much longer in Paganifm and 
Ignorance. And we may alio farther confirm our. faid Remarks, by obJerving, that fome of the 
greater Cities of Italy had retained their ancient Politenefs, Arts and Induftry, even amidft all 
the Confufions of fo vaft a Revolution as the World had never before experienced. This brief 
Charadter of the Vth Century, may partly fcrve as explanatory of that of feveral of the next 
fucceeding ones, concerning which, it is not to be wondered that we have fo few Materials for 
commercial Hiftory, and for the Propagation of peaceful Arts and Sciences amongit a People whofe 
chief Employment for fome fiicceeding Ages, was War and Conqueft. 

40S Alaric, with the united Strength of Huns and Goths, after ravaging^ a great Part of Italy* be- Rene hcfiegcd, 

fieges Rome itfelf ; but He is bought off by 5000 Pound Weight of Gold? 30,000 Pound Weight 
of Silver? 4000 Silk Garments, and 3000 purple Furs. But the Emperor Honorius not perform- and taken hy jiforic. 
ing thofe Conditions, Alaric returns and takes RomS, cauiing Attains die Hun to be proclaimed 
Emperor there : This being the firft Time that any foreign Enemy fucceeded in fuch an Attempt, 
fince the early Times of that Empire. 
4x0 1 Alaric befieges and takes Rome a fecond Time, plundering it for fix Days together, and re- Ro * e * fccond , TinM? 

duces the grcateft Part of that vaft and incomparable City to Aflics, cruelly butchering moft of ffi^^K™ 
its Citizens. The moft fuperb Palaces, the grandeft Ornaments and Decorations upon Earth, 
Vox.. L F the 
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The new Kingdom 



the gradual Work of a long Scries of Ages, were in a few . Days reduced to a Heap of -Rubbifti, 
never again "to rife to their priftinc Splendor. 

Upon this fad Occafion, the pufillanimous Emperor Honorius removed from Milan, the ufual 
Place of his Refidence, to Ravenna* for his .greater Safety. 

Dr. Howell* in his Second Volume, (p. 148.) of the Hiflory of the World* obferves, ?that .at 
this Time the Jews? -who had been fettled in Alexandria ever fincc its Foundation by Alexander 
the Great* were famous in that City and in other Places, c< for their egregious Cunning in Trade 
" and in the Pradfcice of Brokerage the very Qualifications which that People are famous for 
ar this Day. And indeed, having no Country of their own, and being mere Strangers alike 
eveiy where on the Face of the Earth, it feems natural enough for them to have fallen very 
early into T rade and Brokerage \ more efpecially as the Chrifiian Nations generally debarred them 
from the hereditary Pofieflion of what we call real or hereditary Eftates ; and chat, moreover, they 
were not permitted to be free of Corporations of Handicrafts in Cities and Towns. 

Whilft, at this Time, the eaftern Emperor Theodqfius II. furrounded the City of Conftantinople 
with high Walls of 20 Miles in Circumference, left that Empire fliould be thrown into the like 
Calamity and Ruin with the weft-em Empire, Italy is miferably haraffed by Vandals* Alans* and 
Burgundians 5 which laft-narned People invading Gaul at this Time, and mattering Alfatia and 
other neighbouring Provinces, they therein forcibly erefted the new Kingdom of Burgundy. 



412 



413 



throw of the wcJlcrn 
Empire. 



The approaching final Diflblution of the weftern Roman Empire, is cafy to be accounted for 

Cn^rf&oS" without min Y Words, 
* l A total Depravation of Manners — an unbounded Luxury and Prodigality ~il gr of s NegleS 1 of military] 

Difcipline—±a general Venality* — and a total Want of Zeal and Regard for their Country* were the; 
main Caufes of its Overthrow. To all thefe may be added the vafl: Populoufnefs of the nor- 
thern and north-eaftern Nations, who, for want of Sullenance at home, were forced to fend out 
great Numbers of their People to feek for new Settlements. Others (as fome conjecture) were 
driven foathvsard by more potent Nations behind them ; as the Goths were by the Scythians* &c. 
In either, or both Cafes, Necefllty muft probably have forced Settlements for them fomewhere, 
(unlefs they had been utterly deftroyed) which they the more ealily found at this Time in the 
Empire of the Weft? than they could have found in elder Times, when Virtue and publiclc Spirit 

crcifted amongft the Romans. 

The Franks, about this Time, became Matters of a great Part of the rich, noble, and extcn- 
five Country of Gaul* and thereby laid the Foundation of the potent modern Kingdom of I^rance. 

Genfcric the Vandal pafles with his People into Africa, and leizes on the City of Carthage* &c. 
whereby a Foundation was laid for the Vandalic Kingdom in Africa, which continued for above 
200 Years, till overthrown by 'Jujlinian the Great* 

Dr. Mafcou, in his firft Volume of the Hiftory of ancient Germany* ct thinks that Carthage* fince 
rebuilt by the Romans, had rifen to almoft as great Splendor, as when flic formerly contended 

anca7i * 7P and he quotes Salviaj:us : 's Words in his 
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Margin, who ftiles it the Rome of Africa* where Arts, Philofophy, Commerce, and Navigation 
were greatly cultivated, and where great Riches were acquired from foreign Countries* 
The Year following, Genferic* from Carthage* invaded Sicily, 

Spain had been firft invaded about the Year 412, by Franks* Vandals, Sucvi, Alani* and Silingi ; 
and to thefe the Viji-Goths now fuccecded, Anno 4-55* after forming a new Kingdom ac tfoloufe 
in Gaul. 

The Britons, during the Diftraftions in the Empire, having been defcrted by the few Roman 
Forces ftill there, [Anno 430.] and being cruelly haraffed by the Scots and PiSls upon the with- 
drawing of thole Forces, found themjfelves necellitated to call in the Saxons [Anno 449.] to their 
Afliftance. But thefe laft foon became Mafters inftcad of Allies, driving the unhappy Britons up 
to the Mountains and barren Parts ; and after expelling the faid Pitts and Scots, they divided die 
South Parts of the Jfle among;ft their Leaders., gradually erecting feven Monarchies, which at 
length were reduced into one Kingdotfi. 

At this Time Attila th.e Hun (called by. the Chri/lia?is of the Roman Provinces, The Scourge of 
God) carried inexprcflible Devaluations into Italy* Gaul* and Germany. In Gaul, encountering 
the Roman Governor, it is faid that 300,000 were flain on both Sides others fay above 500,000. 



He took Arras, Tongres, Spire, Strafburg, Mentx* &c 
Flanders and Burgundy, and then dies on his Birth-day. 



Again, he ravages Italy and Gaul* . alio 



Gn:fit ic fhclts RoMCm 
Fnhntr ii.tircly 

ruin* it. 

The final Overthrow 



After fo many fuccelfive Ravages and fuch unheard of Slaughter, it cannot be furprizing that 
Countries, till then the richeft, the moft populous and fineft in Ewope* remained for feverai luc- 
ceeding Ages poor, abjedt, and thin of People, without Arts, Commerce, or Induftry. 

Genferic* King of the African Vandals* takes and plunders the City of Rome for fourteen Days 
-fijcceffivcly. 

To compleat the Milery of the once glorious arid triumphant City of Rome, Recimcr [Anno 47 2 .] 
.rnifcrabjy facks and plunders it of all that the former Ravagers had fpared. 

L.aftly, Odoaccr* King of the Heruli* having, in his Turn, mattered the. now wretched City, 
of the weiiern Ho fit an ftnppcd young Augujlulus, its laft nominal Ernperor, of the Imperial Enfigns. Whereupon Odoacer 
Empire, gfliimed the more modeft Title of King of Rome or Italy* and held it till the Year 492, when he 

was murdered by Thcodoric King of the Goths* whole Succeflbrs held Rome and part of Italy till 

when the Lombards became ' Mafters there ; 



with Reflexions 
thereupon. 

Further Reflexions 



the Year 56 
Connexion's fake. 



which is here mentioned purely for 



Thus a final Period w^ put to the Wcftern Empire, after having fubfifted 1324 Years from the 

^^Z^^ ^^ ain S I ^ e l W d 507 ^ars from the Battle of sltlium* or the Overthrow of the Republican 

Conftitution. Befidcs ttye univerfili Cotruptioii of the Romans already mentioned, therb were 
other concurring Quifcs that contributed to their Fall : Particularly, their Emperors permitting 
fuch vafl: Numbers of the barbarotis Natiofis on the Confines of the Empire to fettle within its 
Territories and moce ejpccijally the l^ter. Emperors employing, thofe Barbarians conftantly in 
their Wars, whereby they became better Sqlclief s than the native Romans. And what yet farther 
contributed to this Catqftrophe, was the fujpfertrtg thofe Auxiliaries to be conftantly kept up in 
feparatc Bodies; headed* by their own Officers \ whereby they were with greater Facility enabled 



3 



to 



420 



439 



440 



449 



455 



472 
476 



OF THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE, &c. 

iA-D- iito 6flfe£fc their Purpofes, We fhall make but one more very fliort moral Reflexion on this vaft 
a.j6 Involution, viz. That it was 'jtift with the Almighty, that an Empire founded and incrcafcd by 
'*the iniquitous Gonqueft of many ancient and potent Monarchies and noble free States, (wallowed 
iup by its infatiable Appetite for Dominion, lhould, in its Turn, be conquered and ravaged by 
Barbarians. Even in the later Times of their republican or free Government, they ftuclc at no 
fort of unjuft and violent Means, to deprive all other Nations of that Liberty and Independency 



*9 



43° 



of which they had been lb tenacious for themfelves. 

Altho% for Connexion Sake, we have gone fo far as the final Overthrow of Rome* yen we muffc The moft eminent 
now took back to the Year 430, to take a Vuiw of the fortified and. moft eminent Cities which c ! tlcs °J ^! ,ahi 
were in Britain when the Romans abandoned it, as they are handed down to us by Gildas* viz 



when rhe Romans 
abandoned it. 



Britifli Names. 

* Kair Ebrank 

* Chent. 

* gorangen. 

* Legion. 

COX-EN. 

Glou, 
Cei- 

Bristou. 
Cerin. 

* GUENT. 

*' Graunt. 

* Leon. 
Dauri. 

* LoiCHOIT- 

Merdin. 
Peris. 
Legion. 



Latin Names. 

Edoracum. 
Cantuaria, 
Wigornia. 
londonia. 
Leicestria. 
colcestrta. 
Gloucestria & 
Ceicestria. 
Bristolia. 
Cerincestria. 

WlNCESTRIA. 

Cantahria. 
Carleolia. 

Dor ce stria. 

LiNCOLNIA. 



i^AERMARTHEN. 



Modern Englifh Names* 



Glevum 



York. 

Canterbury. 
"Worcester. 
London. 
Leicester- 
Colchester. 
Glocester- 
Chichester. 
Bristol. 

Cirencester. 
"Winchester- 
Cambridge. 
Carlisle. 
Dorchester. 
Lincoln, fometimes named of 
old Nicol. 
Carmarden. 
Portcester. 
Caerleon. 




York* in the Saxon Times, had various Names, or at leaft various Ways of writing its Name. 
As, particularly, Yorwick and Eurnick \ from whence it is eafy to draw its prefent Name. 
N.B. Befides this Lift, there were many other Caftles, Forts, and open Towns in Britain. 
We may here obfervc, 1 ft, That 1 2 or 13 of thefe Places are to this Day fome of the moft 
eminent in England* and are marked thus (*) for that Reafon. adly, That altho* Norwich* 
Exeter-, Oxford* Chejler^ Lynn* Sandwich* Yarmouth* Port/mouth* Plymouth* Boflon* Nottingham* 
J)urham* Shrew/bury* Southamptm* Ipfwich* Rochejler* Dover* Darby* Litchfield* Hereford* SalT/bury* 
Coventry* Warwick* Stafford* Northampton* Monmouth* Dartmouth* and many more, be not named 
by this ancient Author ; yet it is known that many of them were Towns (tho* fmall) in the 
Romans Time, and are to be found in Antoninus'* Itinerary* and in Piolemfs Tables, £5? c. others 
indeed were founded pretty early in the Time of the Saxons, 3dly, There are other Towns that 
arc known to be more modern ** as Newcajllc upon Tine* Hull* &c. founded fince the Nonnan 
Concjucft. 4-thly, There are fome confiderable Towns that fcarcely exifted 300 Years ago. 
And, £thiy, ThOre are alio fome pretty confiderable ones which have yet more lately grown 
up, purely from the vaft I ncreafe of our general Commerce. Such are leveral of our cloathing 
Towns- in the ffeft and North * our Iron-manufa£ture 7\>wns, and alfo fome Places on our great 
Rivers and Sea Coafts, which ftill more recently owe their Rife to the mere Increafe of our Naval 
Commerce •* fuch as particularly Falmouth and Burlington. We muft at the fame Time obferve, 
that fundry Coaft Towns, formerly eminent for their Fifheries, are now much decayed \ tho' 
many more have rifen confiderably, and' fome even fince Cambdtn wrote his Britannia* as we may 
realbnably conclude from his making no mention of them in that elaborate Work. 

Excepting the Exportation of Corn* "Yin* Lead* and Horfes from Britain to the Roman Provinces How fur the Prttw 
on tihc Continentj there does not appear to have been any other foreign Commerce from Britain \ m 1 r . ro y t ; <J ll >* 
during its being fabje£t to Rome. To the Romans* however, the Britons undoubtedly owed the /»^ r f 6l ° Jccll ° n l ° 
manufdRuring of Cloth— -the building of Houfes and Towns — the Improvements in Gardening 
and Hufltattdry, and fundry other domeftic Improvements. All which, upon the Romans defert- an a how foon tliev 
ing them, Urid through the perpetual Ravages of the Piffs and Scots* feem to have been in a aga : n loll ail bn the 
gifcat Mfc&fUtfe dropped v and when they fled over the Severn* they feem hardly to have carried Rel:giun. 
with t!hem any Talte for the polite Improvements, nor any thing elfe which the Romans taught 
them but the Qhriflien Religion, which they ftedfaftly held. Their unfettled Condition, indeed, was 



a fufficierit Excule for their Neglcdffc of Commerce and Arts ; the 
of which Wc> are to lobk for iblely from the Saxon Conquerors, 



firft Revival and Irhprovement 
in which, however, they were 



long vety flow arid backward. 



that it was toward Thc R . fc of hr ^ 



1 



Although we cannot fix on the precife Year, yet all Hiftorians are agreed, tl 
the Cldle of the Vth Century that the ever famous City and Republick of Venice took its Rife. n , C us city and Rc- 
Attila the Hun* already fo often nleritibned^ breathing nothing but utter Devaftation wherever pubi:ck of . 
lie went, had obliged the nobleftand richeft Inhabitants of Aquileia* Padua* Conccrdia* and other 
Gteicson the Continent of Italy iiext to the Adriatic Sea* to fly with their beft Eflefts into the 
mimerbiis ftifall faildy Ifles lying amohgft the lhdllow Waters or Marflies at the upper End of 
that Sea- neat* the Shores of thd laid' Continent 5 on which Ifles, being about 72 in Number, thofe 
Fugitives built themfelves, for the prefent, fuch Habitations as they beft could; there having 
befcri dilly before that Time a few Fiftifcrmeris Huts ofiufoVrifc of thofe Ifles. 

By degrees, and by thfc Accelflon of matfy mofre Fugitives, this gave Birth to the noble maiden 
Gity^of Venice* (juftly fo termed** as hdvirig never as yet been taken by any foreign Power.) 
Cardinal Gontarciw makes their firft flight into thafc files to be fo far back as the Year 421 ; tho' 
others confiderably later. He fays, that the firft Church they credted was dedicated to St. James ; 

-And 
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and that even fn his Time, ( viz. towards the Clofc of the XVI th Century) it was fHH to-be J A. rx 
fecn in the mofl famous of thofe lfles, called the Rialto >, which with the reft of the laid 72 lfles, 
had belonged to the City of Padua. Petavius, Mezeray, Munfler? &c. fix on the Year 4.52 for 
their firft ttight from the Continent j tho* doubtlefs there were many fublequent Acceflions of 
People for the fame Reafon, to fettle on thofe naturally-fortified lfles, on which, at firft, every 
one fettled as they liked belt - y being only divided from each other by fballow Canals, whereby 
were formed many fmall Towns or Villages which were afterwards joined together by Bridges in 
or tcbout the lXth Century ; from many of which Iflets the People in after Times removed prin- 
cipally to that called the Rialto 9 for their greater Conveniency and Security ; and where the moll: 

Thefe numerous lfles are fur- 



magnificent Part of the beautiful 



City of Venice is ftill lituated. 



The Progrcfa oF the 
Ciiy of t 'ettice, 



rounded with a flat Ground, always covered with a Xhallow Sea, having little or no Tide, whole 
Waters the modern Italians call Lagunas or Lakes. 

The People, taught by Experience, that the fcparate Magiftracies or Conftitutions, as they 
be termed, of thofe fmall Towns or Villages, were inconvenient, did at length unite 



and of its Com- 

xiercc* 



A Diffcrtan'on on 

¥ct;ce*-* gteat Ad- 
vantages for Com- 
merce. 



may 

them under one Government, joining all thofe Towns together by no fewer than 430 Bridges, 
whereby was formed the prefenc molt magnificent City of Venice* containing about 180,000 
Souls* f 

From their very firft fettling on thofe lfles, Neceffity made them extremely addift themfelves 
to Commerce • the firft Beginning thereof being naturally chat of the Filhery. 

For how, indeed, could a City furrounded with Sea (without any contiguous Land) at all 
fubfift without conftant and daily Application to maritime Commerce, without which they could 
not procure even the bare Neceflaries of Life ? Next to the Fif/iery they fell to trading in Salt, 
mofl providentially found in certain Pics in their own Ides. Moreover, remaining for ieveral Cen- 
turies without any other Land or Ground but the bare Scites of their Houfes, many of which 
too had been gained from the Sea, it behoved them, at all Events, to be Jirong in Shipping* 

Thus, by dint of Application, added to the Security of their Situation, they gradually be- 
came the general Magazine for the Merchandize of the neighbouring Continent on all Sides ; 
the many Rivers that fall into the Adriatic Sea greatly contributing thereto. And as they, in Time, 
became the Carriers of the (aid Merchandize, even into far diftant Countries, this enabled them 
to bring back raw Materials for Manufacture, of PVoollen, Silk, Linen, Iron, Brafs, &c. whereby their 
Commerce was ftill more increafed. * c The Traffick of their Ships and Gallies," fays Machiavel 
in his Hiftory of Florence, " with fundry Sorts of Merchandize whereof other People elfewhere 
* c had need, drew thither alio a great R'efort of Shipping from foreign Parts/' 

After acquiring a Superfluity of Wealth, and changing their firft boarded Huts into ftately 
Houfes, they next erefted magnificent publick Struftures, both for civil and facred Ufes. At 
length they gained Dominions on the Continent, both of Italy and Dahnatia, &c. as alfo many 
large and fertile Iflands in the Levant, mofl: of which lfles, however, they have long fince loft to 
the Turks. 

The wonderful Situation of Venice, in point of natural Strength, is not to be paralleled upon 
Earth. 



Secure, as well from the Afiaults of the Enemies as from the Ravages of the Sea, by 
a vaft {emicircular Bank, through which, nevertheless,, there are com r enient Openirfgs for the 
Admiffion of Shipping whereby they were enabled to profceute their Commerce amidft all the 
Wars and Devaftations on the neighbouring Continent- One of their grcateft Concerns was, to 
be as much as pojjible the Importers of all foreign Merchandize in their own Shipping, as well as the 
Exporters of all that they lent into foreign Countries. This was one great Means of railing 
Venice not only to immenfe Wealth, but to be (as it actually happened) a great Naval Pozver, 
even long before any of the new Kingdoms formed out of the Ruins of the weftern Empire had 
any thing like maritime Strength. In point of mere Conveniency for Commerce, their Situa- 
tion was no lejfs happy than in point of Security and Strength. They had the Shores of Greece on 
one Hand, and of Italy on the other; behind them, northward, a great and populous Continent; 
and Jbuthward, on their Front, they were open to the mild Mediterranean and Levant Seas, wafli- 
ing the Shores of the richeft, fineft, and moft populous Countries of the World. — With all the/I* 
Advantages, however, Venice was fubjeft to lbme Inconveniencies, more efpccially relpefting the 
Pictures and Amufements of the Rich, who could have no rural Recreations without being con- 
veyed to the Continent, And when Men fpeak of the great Scarcity of any thing, it has been 
an ancient Proverb, to be as great a Rarity as a Horfe in Venice. This Confideratioja-was pro- 
bably one great Excitement to their obtaining a Territory on the neighbouring Continent. 

From fuch Beginnings, after the Fall of the weftern Empire, Venice firft, and Genoa* Florence, 
and Pi fa afterward, laid the Foundations of the Revival of Commerce throughout the Mediter- 
ranean Shores, which, in proceis of Time, was extended to the Countries of Europe without thtfl 
'Streights of Cadiz. To thole free Cities of Italy the reft of Europe* weftward, awed the firft 
Models and Maxims for Commerce ;. altho.' much of ours too, in Britain, were more immediately 
drawn from the German Hans Towns in the Xlllth and following Centuries > thefe laft having 
been beforehand with us in drawing the Origin of theirs from the faid Italian Cities ; 
which laft named Cities were, for feveral Centuries, the only Ports of Europe (Weft of the Eajtcrn 
or Greek Empire) which had any conliderable Commerce, or any valuable Manufactures for the 
fupplying of other Nations. For, as there was then very little naval Commerce without the 
Mediterranean, the naval Stores of the Countries within the Baltic Sea, (then barbarous and un- 
known to the reft of Europe), the Wool, Leather, Titm and Lead of Britain* and the Grapes and 
otiier Fruits of France, Spain* and Portugql* (now in fuch Requeft) lay in thole Days propor- 
tionably negledted, or at beft . fcrved only o.r chiefly for their own proper Ufe ; until the Settle- 
ment of the new Kingdoms, and the Increafe of People therein, began to. make Commerce in 
fome meafure absolutely neceflary. 

We have dwelt the longer upon the Rile of Venice? and have, in lbme Senfe, anticipated part 
*xf the Hiftory of its Increafe and Progrefs for beyond this Century, purely for Illuftration. We 
fhall, however, now return to our chronological Order and Method, after juft obferving 
ErfitrJm Saxony Angelius a fVerdenhagen* in his Treatife de Rebus Publicis Hanfcaticis,, makes the Foundation^ 
to be now folded. City of Erfurd in Upper Saxony y coeval with that of Venice^ 



Venice and other free 

Citki oF Italy were 
the firft Revivers of 
Commerce. 
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Uhceaftcrii Emperor (fays Dr. flWs Hiftoiy of the World, Vol. H. p. 10 ) oni^ ^||^J-*»;/ 
it,none Ihould exercife a of any Thing relating to the Suftenance of Mem &c. " Tins 

Practice- of Monopolies, -(fays our Author) having been - cor 
and frequent Senates -.Gonfulta had "been* made againft them 
4.80 The City of Elf ttM was in the Country from whence the Franks came, who had now: mattered 
Gauli. and probably they were the Founders of this City, having kept Pofleffion of their original 
Country, although Old Saxony in general : £till remained' unconquered and uncivilized. 
aq6| Cbvis the Great; (or Louis I.) King of the Franks in Gaul, having, in the Year 496, embraced The iW* of G a »I 
Cbriftianity, in Confequence thereof that Religion became gradually the -general one of the «*"*»«» 
Country* 

4gs| Two Years after, viz. Anno.4^8, Govts totally fubdued the Armorican Gauls? lying between the CWtotally fubilucd 
Rivers and £mv ; whereupon, the Roman Officers were obliged to yield up to him the Places h Y chc 
which till now they had held in Gaul ; whereby a Period was put to the Roman Government in 
at extenfive Country. 

499 The Bulgarians (a People till now unknown by that Name) invade 'Thrace? and commit great 
Slaughter % but they are bought off, lb as to retire into their own Country, by the eaftern Em- 
peror Anaftajius L Af f 

Before we conclude this Vth Century, we (hall briefly obfervc, from J. Mich. Brutus'* Hiftoria g™™y ofefiffi 
Florentina? (Lagduni^to. p. 2. 1562.) 4t That, upon the Fall of the weftern Empire, great Num- and Noblc OM Ulc 
« bers of rich and noble Families in //d/y retired to the City of Florence? not only on Account of Fail of the Empire, 
«* its Country's Fertility, but as being, by its Situation, ftrong and fecure from the Ravages to 
" which almoft all the other Cities of Italy were then expofed. This Concourfe of People of 
ct Condition laid the Foundation of a Republic, which made a confiderable Figure for many 
cc Ages after/' 

We fhall now end this lamentable Vth Century ; which likewife, as we apprehend, properly With the Conclufmn 
puts a Period to the Times and Hiftory. of the Ancients, with refpeft to the Countries lately compre- of die Vth Century 
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'Comprehending "Twelve intire Centuries of Fears, a?id fuch Part of the XVIII/£ 
Century of the Chrtfiian JEra as is already pajl* down to the pre/en t Tt77te. 



A. D. 
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SIXTH CENTURY. Its Chara&erifiic 




we have 




?r, is of very little 1m- ^ XiVSlitur^ ,° F 
portance : either Way '; fince it is certain, that our venerable Bede is, by fundry Authors, reckoned ' " 

~ — - utterly deftroy'd at the 

inclufive) both wcftw&rd 

and northward, was occujpied and* mattered by a new and barbarous Set of People, of Arrange Lan- 
guages, Laws, TJfages, and^ Religion : Infbmuch that, with regard to the Countries we have li- 



to liave lived in thc'frtiddle Ages, and that the weftern Roman Empire was 
latter End of the 4 Vth Century,, fo as every Province of it, (from Italy in 



mittcfd ourfelves to treat of, (viz. thbfe Provinces which lie North and W 
or frorir modern Turkey' m Europe) the Times of the Ancients, or what Mr. L 



eft from ancient Greece, 
Le Clerc calls Ancient Hif- 



tory* U}ems undoubtedly to have ceafed at the End of the faid Vth Century, and confequently whan 
is called the Middle Ages commenced with this Vlth Century, with refpedt to the faid Countries, 
which have no Concern at all from" henceforth with ancient Hiftory, nor with the Ancients. Ma- 
chiavel? in his litft Book of the Hiftory xt Florence* ipcaking of the total. Alterations which Italy 
and .other Roman Provinces undenvent at that Time* ; and the vaft Alterations in the Condition of 
thbjftdlia?* Cities!/ fays, * " The Provinces," [meaning of the weftern Empire] u changed their 

La&tSy Cujloms? Manner ;. of Living? Religion? La?iguagc, Habit , and Name? from 
irui5g\the°i2r//« arid the Rife? the Fall and Increafe? of many Cities : Amongft the 
" ruined : ones yfer e * Aqttileia? Luna,' Ghiitfa? Papilloma? Fiefcla? and many more* Among thefe 

. Lakes* 





Wc- 'lhall juft. briefly obferve;.,6F 'fflfVft Cchttuy": that its Chahidh 
CJmrtHtfcf, is in Siibftarifee ho 6tlier v than a cohtinuai^Succeffion of Coni 



Cliaradtcriftic, or diftinguiflnng -j-^ c villi C^ntury'a 
Confufxons and Revolutions, Charaflcr, 




to be noted, as being.preparatory and t introdu(5tpry to our main Subject 
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AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION Bao&Ill. 



Conflantimpte** fa* 
uioua Long Wall 
bmlc. 



During the Confufions iiv the Weft,, the cqftern ^myntc wast far from* being: quiets 

I. after buvinsr; off the Gotbs^ Anno 



The Gbr/ji expelled 
Gaul. 



The Empcrorl A. U. r 

Anajlajius I. after buying* off the Goths, Anno 507, was- obliged,* for his future Safety, foil 
build the famous Long IVall^ for the flickering of Conftantinople itfelf, from 1 Sea to Seav being .fttt 
Length 42 a Furlongs, [i.e. 52 J; Miles, of our Brilijb Meafurc] and ao Beet in Thielonefsi 
In this Year Clovis,. King of the Franks, drives, the Goths for. a Time out of Languedoci 



By this Time the Franks had eftablifhed four Kingdoms in Gaul, viz* thole of Paris, Metz+ 

^aSivGZ S / UOW Soi JT om i 3nd Orleans ; which however were all united nor long after. 
c L u ** * Arthur* King of Britain, of whom fo many romantic Stories axe related,, is. laid to fiasw? Cwsfen 

• aided by the Scots and PiEls againft the Saxons^ 
AntnuerpfaW named, Tbyeny, Baftard Son of Clovis, King of the Franks,, beats and expells. the Danes from Antwerp: 
snid die ZWj firrt T{lis ] st j ie firft Time we meet with the Name of Antwerp as alfo of the: jEfcwfcr, (in the fecond 
inUiclr Ravages Volume of Mafcou's Hiftoiy of the ancient Germans, lib: xxi. Margent.) Thofc Savages, ranging 
/r/i«<Yand the AV- along the Coafts of Saxony and Friejland,, failed up the River Meufe, and- ravaged all between that 
thcrJa>utu and the Rhine. In their Retreat, however, they were vanquifhed both on Land and Sea^by Thtot* 

deric, King of the Franks,, who recovered both Prifoners and Booty. Yet in. molt of the following 



5*o 
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Times of their Ravages,, they are ufually included in the general Name ot Normans* 
AY/. Soon after this„ the Abbe Vcrtot, in his Hijlory of the Eftablijhnient of the Britons am&ngfr tba 

Vitons^. difpofiefled of their Lands, by the Saxons,, crofled- over 



1 



/any, 



The vanquiflted 

tonifeitlii'xnrfrMorica, Gauls, thinks that the miferable 

thence named Brit- the Sea ^ ancl coo j c R. e f uge irvthat l>art of Gaul,, lying om the Briti/b Channel',, called" Armorica\ chert 
and the reft in De- nioflly defart which from thence took the Name of Bretagne, or Lejfer Britain. Many others* of 

//, and the diftrefled Britons took Shelter amongft the Mountains of Dcvonjhtie and Cornwall* but tirartr 
IVatcj. dpecially in the Country afterward called Wales. 

From this Retreat,, the Saxons were the more encouraged to* bring into* Britain new Colonies of 
their People, who loon overfpread the Ifland ; whereby what w.e call England, and the moft Part 
of the Eaft Side of Scotland, were peopled with Saxons, Angles, Danes,. &g. 



1 

r 



for their Services 



and 



in 



Otis hsfitr and . 4&in g- Chichefter and Abingdon are both- laid to be now built by Cijfa, King of'Suffex: 
thn builc. In this Year Jujlin^ the eaftern Emperor, bellowed shtflria on the' Lombards 

fir, \ re " lc againit the Goths. The Lombards afterwards leize on Pannonia, which they held 42 Years. 
7>a*no£,l 9 MXl The Emperor Jujlinian the Great publiflies his famous Codex of the Imperial or Civil Law 

Jmhntan publiflies four Years after,, his other Work of the fame Kind, called the Digejt both- which were (inter alia) 
tinuodcxaudDigelt. conducive to the orderly Regulation of commercial Dealings tluoughout thatErnpire,.as they were alfo 

long afterwards; in the new ereftcd weftern Kingdoms of Europe. 
Jujl #/ M ^onq uers In this Year, the faid Emperor Jujlinian lent out a Fleet of 500 Sail of Ships, carrying 2.0,000 
thei '<*>><iat Kingdom Seamen ; alfo 92 Ships named Dromones-,. then ufed in Sea-fights, carrying 2000 Rowers; alfo the 
.i/uca. Land Soldiers confifted of 10,000 foot, and of 5000 horfe, with which his famous General, Bcli- 

farius, conquered all the Provinces of Africa on the Mediterranean Coaft, which the Vandals had ra- 
viflied from the Empire, together with the Ifles of Majm'ca, Minorca, Sardinia, and Corfica, all 
which were then comprehended under the Vandal's Kingdom in Africa. Mafcou obfcrves, that as 
the Emperor's People were then unexperienced in naval Affairs, and that Italy, Sicily, Gaul, and 
Spain were under the Dominion of the* GatHs* and Franks*, that Attempt was deemed hazardous, by 
The doubtful Story many of Jujlinian's Nobles. Procopitis* (Secretary to* Belifarius ) reports, that there were then re- 
ef the two Cana rnaining two Pillars of Stone at T angici;, on which the following Sentence was inferibed,, in the 

Phemciaiv Language, vise* cc IVeare they who fly from Jofhua the liobber, the Son of "Nun,; 
the Canaanites driven out by him. But Procopius*s Chara£ter ? as a juffc Hiftorian, being much 
queftioned, and no other Author making any Mention^ of this Matter, die Truth of it is much 
queftioncd by moft. 

About this Time, the laid Emperor Jujlbrian is faid to- have firft ufed the Chriftian AEra in the 
tiai ufed in tile Greek Computation of Time,, and in Deeds, before which Time, either the Olympiads, the Year of 
l&mnirc. Rome, or that of the Reign of the Emperors, were ufed for thofe Ends : Yet this was not begun 

to be ufed in the Weft till lonsr after this Time* 



t\A Pillar- at T**- 
gtcr* 



meaning 



The Chiill Ian yEra 



The City of Rome The Emperor Jujlinian*^ General, Belifarius y vanquifhes the Goths in Italy, fo far as to get Pof~ 
twice taken and re- feflion of Rome ; which, ten Years after, is retaken by <£otila, King of the Huns, who plunders 

• a^edV™ fewYcars" t ' iat now mo ^ r unhappy City, carrying away the Senate and all the Inhabitants : Yet, in the Year 
TheC;l^Do:n during 'Totila's Abfence, Belifarius recovers arid refortifies Rome ; which * however, is 

hi lt*l % en J s .! repoflefled by Tot Ha two Years after, who alfo, in the fame Year 550,. greatly defaced the beautiful 

City of Florence. Laftly,, three Years after, Narfes, Jujlinian' s General,, vanquifhes and kills 
T otila in Battle, as he did alfo his Son Tela this fame Year ; whereby an End* was put to the Goths 
Dominion in Italy. 

The Eajtsr* Empire The Huns crofs the Danube, and lay wafte Illyricum,. "Thrace^ Greece,. &c. even* to the Suburbs of j 
Wafll-d on every Conftantinoplc \ whilft the Bulgarians, from the Weft Side of the Danube* alfo attack the Greek Em- 

pirc ; and the Pcrftans, at the fame Time, rob it of fome of its A/iatic Provinces- 
1-hc Lombards con- The Lombards, from Ptotnonia^ make a ConqUeft of the Country of Vcnetia,. and of all between 
quer Part of iudy. the Alps and the River P'o*. Thus one Set of Barbarians fiicceeds another, to entail Mifery on that 

fine Country. 

Poland conquered by About the Year 550, Lechus removes from about the- Bojphorus Citmnerius,. (V. e. the Streights, 
ZkrWwjth hiss/aw. G f Cafjh* in modern Crim T artary] into that Part of S'arniatia, fihee named Poland, and becomes. 

Sovereign, thereof: Whether this be the feme Lecbus,. Who is faid by fome old Authors to have 
founded Bremen, or whether Bremen was really a Towh before Chatlemahts Time, is not quite cer- 
tain. Others fay, that Lcchus cartie out of Croatia ^ irtto Pblhnd, and founded the. City of Gncfna- 
He is alfo lkid to havefubdufcd Silefia* Btorideburg* Mccklenburgb,. Pomerania,. tJolffiehv, Saxony, and 
Pruffm, and his Bfother Czecbus to have fettled in Bohemia. Alt which is merely the extenlive 
Conquefts of the Nation of the SIkvi, told differently by different Authors.. 

About this Time,, we firft find mention made of Belli in Prance, although P'aullnus, Bilhop of) 
Nbla-, had* before this Time, introduced them iritb;Churches in Italy*. In the following Century, 
venerable Bede mentions them but they were not known in the Greek Empire till font thither by 
the Venetians in the IXthCfcrttuiy. 

Certain Monks, who had bfcen in India, having acquainted the Emperor Jujlinian of their being 
able to obtain for him. what he had fo long wifhed for, viz. €< That the Romans" [for fo they 



ilclls firfl fcuov/n in 
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Of THE ORIGIN OF COMMfiRCE,^ &% 

tlW* |$fei& cttrctinued to call thcmfeiv£s dt CoHftarttinopl^ although Rome^ arid, its weftern Provinces, had Silk firff pro- 
5 ; 55 been befpre poflefied by Barbarians] " fhould not any longer be obliged to purchafe rawjilk of ^|St£fira 
« the Per/tarn* nor of any others; for they having lived long in a Country called Serindd, they ma d c ° in (;/ .^. 
cc nowaffured him, that although the Origin* of raw Silk was till now a Secret from the Weft, it 
w proceeded from certain Worms, taught by Nature to ipin it- out of their own Bowels and that, 
" although it was impracticable to bring thofc Worms fo far alive, yet it would be cafy to procure 
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" their Bags, wherein were innumerable Eggs, which, being covered with Dung, and thereby 
" heated, would produce thole Worms/* Hereupon, the Emperor promifed them great Rewards \ brief Hiflo'y of 
for their Undertaking. They therefore returned to Serinda, and brought thence thofe Eggs to SM - 
Conjlantinople % whereby ratio Silk was, in Time, produced in Abundance, to the great Enrich- 
ment of the Provinces, it being loon worked up into Manufactures at Athens, Thebes, Corinth? 
&c. Galen (who lived about the Year of our Lord 173) ipeaks of the Rarity of Silk in his Time, 
being nowhere buc at Home? and only amongft the Rich. The Emperor Aurelian (who died Anno 
275) isfaid to have denied his Emprels a Robe of Silky bccaule of its high Price -, which leems 
fcarcely credible, if it was in Ufe at Rome in Galenas Time. The Greeks of Alexander rhe Great's 
Army are faid to have been the firft who brought wrought Silks from Perfia into Greece ; but till 
now the manufacturing of it was only at Berytus and Tyre in Phenicia, from whence ic was difpofcd 
of all over the Weft. The Venetians, foon after this Time, falling into Commerce with the Greek Pari™ for a Jong 
Empire, lupplicd all the Weft Parts of Europe with Silks for many Centuries, as well as with all ;iflcr iW*fi*p- 
other eaftern Merchandize; yet fundry Kinds of modern Silk Manufactures were unknown in old sHk?%n^ C aU 
Times, fuch as Damajks, invented at Damafcus, Velvets, Sattins, &c. — Vopifcus, in the Life of ot }, er eaftern Mcr- 
Aurelian, writes, that Gold and Silk were, in thofc Times, exchanged freight for Weighty as the Rho- chandize. 
dianL.&w (fays Howel's Hiftory of the World) aifo witneflcd. 

About this Time, according to Pancirollus, fVater-mills for grinding of Corn, were invented, or IVanr trMh* their 
(probably only) re-invented by Belifarius, while befieged in Rome by the Goths. Pancirollus thinks Invention, or ra- 
the Ancients knew not the Ufe of Water-mills, becaufe they parch' d their Corn, and pounded it in ^ chtnr Rc - mv * n - 
Mortars ; that afterwards certain Mills were invented, which were turned by Men and Beafts wirh 
great Labour yet at the fame Time he quotes Pliny, (Cap. 10- Lib. xviii.) as naming Wheels turned 
by Streams of Water, fuppofed afterward to be loft till Belifarius* s Time, as was probably the Cafe 
likewife of fome other Arts. 

About this Time flourifhed Gildas, the Britijh Hiftorian, furnamed the fVife*, he died Anno 570. GiMu fiourifhed 
The Lombard* commenced their Monarchy in that Part of Italy ftill bearing their Name, under n ° w - 
their King Alboinus; where they increafed in Power and Dominion for about 200 Years after. [nffa^com^ 

The eaftern Emperor, Jufiin II. eftablifhed a General Governor over the Territories which that mences. " 
Empire with Difficulty ftill held in Italy, naming him his Exarch-, whole Refidence was fixed at Ra- The Exarchate of 
venna, then a great and ftrongCity. And as, whilft that Empire held Ravenna and its Territory, Ra ***** cttablilhciL 
which was till 755, the Venetians often politically aflifted the Exarchs againft the Lombards, they Feme*** early Policy 
thereby obtained the Means of opening a Commerce with that Empire's Porrs in the Levant, which comme^and' 01, 
proved greatly conducive to the Increafe of their Wealth and Powen Fowc"!^ 0 * a " 

Ac this Time flourifhed G? m egory of T mrs, ftiled the Father of French Hiftory. He died Oregon of Tours 
Anno 593, flouriflied. 



58 1 1 Many Hiftorians think, that about this Time the pure and proper Latin Tongue ceafed to be The Latin Tongue 
fpoken anywhere in Italy-, out of which Tongue, together with the Languages of the fevcral ccafes in itah % and 
barbarous Invaders, fprung the Italian Tongue- Yet Brerewood, and fome others, conjecture, th « Tongue 
that this Alteration of the Language of Italy happened fomewhat fooner. takcs ™ cc# 
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field a little Time longer. This Gothic Kingdom held alio fome of the bordering Provinces of J/ *f • m . 
Gaul 1 and they were likewife Matters of a Part of Mauritania on the African Coafts. 
590 ( Dr. Howell^ in his Hiftoty of the World, has (from Paul their Hiftorian) given us the Drels of ThcLcn&.rd Habit * 
the Lombards at this Time. They wore loofe Garments like the Anglo-Saxons, moftly of Linen, or Drefi abour this 
having large Seams, and interwoven with various Colours* Their Shoes were open almoft to the Tlxnc - 
Toes, and buttoned or laced together. They afterward began to wear Hofe, over which, when 
they rode, they drew a Sort of Breeches ; but this laft Fafhion they took from the Romans. 

This Year Aufiin, with 400 other Monks, arrived from the Pope into England. .A.f/«thc Monk's 

At the Clbfe of this Century, fuch of the unhappy Britons as had not withdrawn into the niOllll- .Arrival in England, 
taxnous Parts, or elfe into Gaul, but remained difperfed amongft the Saxons, were by them gene- ftlfcMgr* its Origin 
rally treated as their abject Slaves ; and from hence (lay our Hiftorians) arofe the Condition of 
Villenage in England, which endured more or lefs to the Time of King Henry VII. 

SEVENTH CENTURY. 

The Seventh Century was a Period full of Troubles in fevcral Parts of Europe: And although vihu Century Jt3 
Religion, and fome. Sort of Learning too, are, by Hiftorians, faid to have begun to flourifli in character. 
England, and thence propagated into the Netherlands and Germany, yet fo dark is the Hiftory of 
this, and fome following Centuries, and fo uncertain their Chronology, that Dr. Howell^ 



if the World, is frequently at a Lois to tell h 
Europe \ which he has particularly inftanced 



and matiy others in that Country, as well as in England, Spain, Italy, &cc. So that we muft grope 
our Way, as well as we can, until we arrive at more Glimmerings of Light, or better and more 
authentic Materials fat Hiftory and Chronology- In this Century, however, we have the firft Ac- 
counts of die Slavic who proved in fuccceding Times fo troublefome. We 
this Agfc, to have been a Pl&fce of foiiie C< — - - 

Saracens did incxorcfiiblc Dam aw? to the 
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mmdrcc : But the Ravages of the enthufiaftical Mahomet ah 
Eaftern or Greek Empire, from which taking Egypt, they 



Eaft-India by the Way 

Years after although another Way was, in the mean Time, found out for bringing the Eaft 
Merchandize into Europe. 



A hour 
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Toe "lam. froinSrf- About this Time, according to ftrveral Authors, the Slavi* a Pagan People, from the Nortli- 
their fcvLral E^It Parts of Europe* an J from char Part of Afta then termM Scythia* removed to, and fettled hi, 
M.mu\u>. that Pan of Dalmatia and Iftria* from them afterward, and itill to this Day, named Slavonia. 

Thole fierce People afterward forced their Way -into Bohemia* Poland* and the North Parts of Ger- 
many* where they remained obftinate Pagans for feveral Centuries after, and indeed until moft of 
them were quite extirpated. Yet they have left their Language in both the firft- named Countries, 
even to this Day. 

UnJons State. Under this Year, our venerable Bede calls London a Mart ^own of many Nations* which repaired 

thither by Sea and Land. 

irefim s *ft*r MonxC- In this Year, Mellitus* Bifhop of London* with the Afllftance of Ethelbert King of Kent* firft 
^on'onf • Il from Uia " f° un ^ ec ' a Church and Monaftery on a Spot of Ground near London* then called 3 r homey y which 
whcnU'^a/city Minfter or Monaftery, lying Welt from London* came afterwards to be named Weftminjter. Mr. 
took its RiiaanU Tyrrell? in the ift Vol. of his General Hi/lory of England, calls the King who built this Monaftery 
Nanu:. Sebert* King of the Eaft-Sa.xons. From iuch fmall Beginnings did the now famous City of Weft- 

nnnjler take 1 its Rife * as huve, in like Sort, many other conliderable Cities in fuudry l J arts of Eu- 
rope. This Monaftery was deftroyed by the Pagan Danes* but was afterward re-founded in greater 
Splendor by King Edward the Confeiibr. 
Bmhant crc^cd in- Clothaire* King of France* ercfts the Country of Brabant into a D-utchy, in Favour of Pepin- 
to a Dmchy. Landric? Son of 7 Car Ionian. 

The Romans expel- Under Swintilla* whom fome call the firft Gothic Monarch of all Spain* the Remains of the old 
led Spain. Roman Forces were this Year totally expelled that Country. 

Ikgira. or Plight of The Year 622 is uiually afligned for that of the Hegira* or Flight of the Impoftor Mahomet from 
HJci'jor/wi ■» its LTorn- ft;T."rrsi n\ Asr/rsfrust i\j]ir~kC t * f7f\\ ir\«tr»»f«* t*Kj» C/i4-/ir.inr / till r\**.\n contemptible I**eople ok Arabia) were 

and diltTefTing the Jiajlern limpire, from 
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ravifhed not only Egypt* but all the 

oi the Saracens "in African Coafts of the Mediterranean* quite Weft to the Strcights- of Cadiz or Gibraltar * where, 
tins Cauu-y. notwithftanding fome fuccefsful Attempts of the Eafiein Kmpexors for recovering the fame, their 

Pofterity and Religion remain to this Day. And from this Hegira* (or, as fome write it, Hejira) 
or Flight of Mahomet* all Mahometan Countries to this Day begin their Computations, and date 
their Writings and Transitions. It is ufually faid, that the Emperor Heraclitis might have ealily 
cruihed that wild Sedt in its Infancy * yet even in the Lifetime or this Kmperor, not only Africa 
Prj.fi:*:- ~ rl J 7' '"' above-named, but Syria and Palcftine* were fcized on by them, and alfo the City of Jernfalem* 

'^^I^rMnu 1 ilttcr a ^^ e t5 c °^ two Y^ irs > whilft Heraclit* s bulled him (elf about Qucftions of Religion. Incredible 

were the Riches which thole poor Saracens found in the Cities of Syria ; infinite Quantities of moft 
valuable Jeivcls* Silk* Gold and Silver Stuffs* &c. with which, till now, they were utterly unac- 
quainted. Vaft Quantities of rich Merchandize alio were deftroyed by Fire, whereby Commerce 

jr. \xa»Jri.Ss famous fufFered inexprellibly befide their barbarous burning the invaluable Library at Alexandria* the 

^ t,lat tllc Saracen Commander teftified his Politenefs by diftributing 

" K ^ lt,razeHU them to the warm Baths of that vaft City, (which Baths, fome fay, were 4000 in Number) yet it 

took Six Months Time to confume them all. In this very Heraclius's Reign too the Saracens con- 
quered a great Part of Perfia* which Kingdom had but a few Years before (truck Terror into the 
whole Empire ; fo inconftant are the very greateft Things' on Earth. To fay the Truth, this Ca- 
lamity was more grievous to Chriftendom, than even the Irruptions already recited of the northern 
Barbarians into the ivcftem Empire, who, though at firft they created grievous Dilbrders and Ca- 
lamities, yet, becoming foon after Chriflians thcmfelves, they rather, in the End, ferved to 
ftrengthen Chriftianity: But thefe Mahometans took a furious enthufiaftical Pleafure in deftroying 
every Mark of Chriftianity and Politenels wherever they prevailed. 

The firft naval Exploit of the Saracens weftward did, indeed, prove unfortunate to rhem ; for 
having palled the Streights of Gibraltar^ their Fleet was totally overthrown and burnt by Bamba y 
or Wamba* King of Spain. 

The Eaftern Emperors in this Century ftill held fome Part of Africa, yet lb loolely, that the 
Governors thereof began to let up for themfelves : But the Saracen Admirante* (as they called their 
chief naval Commander) [from which Name,, fome fay,, the modern Word Admiral is derived or 

C-v/^ v clelhnycii borrowed] vanquifhed Gregory* one of the Imperial Governors of Carthage* and quite deftroyed that 

by ihutiawttu* ; but City, and alfb poilefied themfelves oi Tunis \n its neighbourhood, which they have held ever lince. 

than u* mu Difys. Whilft the Caliph's Adwirante in Egypt* with 70 Ships, invaded and. wafted the Ifle oi Cyprus* Anno 

65 1 - 9 and after defeating the Greek Emperor Conftans II. in Perlbn, in a naval Engagement, they 

The S.oircoj Rava- invaded Rhodes* and next the Cycladcs* and ravage the Coafts of Sicily* taking Syracufc* and returned 

6 C5, with a vaft Booty to Alexa?idria. They even had the Boldnefs, Anno 669, to make an unfuccclsful- 

liiveuuon of Ftre Attack on Conftantinople itfelf, in which the Defendants are faid to have invented a Sort of Fire* 

xhjer Wat**. that would burn under Water, of which we now know nothing. 

An A* cmi iic of the j±t their taking of Rhodes \n 653, it is faid, that the famous Colofjus* or brazen Statue oi Apollo* 
SUpmi. L ' 3 '^ t4S °* which had been eredted 1360 Years before by Laches* and had long before this been thrown dolvn 

by an Earthquake, was now found lying on .the Ground and that the Metal of it, fold to ajto&j 
A Recapitulation of M d weighing 720,000 Pound Weight, loaded 900 Camels. It was faid to have been 126 Feet 
iK^Ku^ and ftood aftridc over the Haven of the City oi Rhodes* fo that Ships failed in and out 

uiiy ', between its Legs, being juftly reckoned one of the feven Wonders of the World. There are 

fome, however, who, perhaps with Reafon, think the intire Stoiy of thnt CofoJJns to be merely 
fabulous. It is indeed Arrange to believe, that the Emperors of Conftantinople* who held this 
famous Ifle fo long, fliould never have removed fo great a Treafurc 

This famous City oi Rhodes was anciently celebrated. for its .great Commerce, and for their ex- 
cellent Sea-La>vs, (mentioned in our firft Book) by which the Greeks* Romans* and all the Ports 
of the Mediterranean Sea, were governed in maritime Cafes for . many. Ages* as the middle Parts of 

Europe afterwards were by thole of Oleron* and the Nations , on die Baltic Sea, fcfr. by thole of 
Wifbuy. " ' • ' ' ' ' " 

again n 
By this 

to this Day, although the native Africans^ who poflefs the" inland and mountainous Parts of the 

* Country,! 
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The Saracens altered the Names of Place 1 ; 

Thus, 



to 



tduntry, ftili retain the ancient African Language* 

wherever their Conquefts reached* and deftroyed all Marks of Learning every where, 
the Admiration and Amazement of all Mankind, a Parcel of poor ignorant Arabians* under the 
firfl: four Caliphs* Succeflbrs of Mahomet* conquered more Countries in about 70 Years, than the 
Roman Empire could do in 400 Years Space, vfa. Firfl:, they drove all the Jems and Cbrijlians 
quite out of Arabia. 2. Next, like a Torre At, tltey conquered the great and rich Provinces of 
Syria and Mefopotamia. 3<By 9 Egypt and all Africa. And 4thly, Perfta \ befides PMeJline* Cyprus 
Rhodes^ Sicily*, &c. befide their befieging Conftantinople every Summer for eight lucccfllvc Year*, 
and retiring at the Approach of Winter. 

"We have here thrown together a fummary Account of the Conquefts of the Sar:icens* as fur as 
this Century goes, without undertaking to anfwer for the Exra£tncfs of the Dates of their fevcral 
Expeditions; the Chrifiians of thole difmal Times having handed down to us very loule and 
incorreft Accounts thereof^ and fomc perhaps not abfblutely to be relied on. 

We fhallcrnly farther obferve with Dr. Mafcou* &c. — That whilft the eaftern Empire was lofingThc degenerate 
its beft Provinces in AJia and Africa* and even threatned with the Lofs of all the Court 0/ Ccn~ ^■»ie t»f the E«i.;crn 
JtatUmople retained a great external Pomp in Titles, Offices, Habits, Equipages, £f?r. whilft, on tm P* ,v - 
the other Hand, all Embellifhments of the Mind, as well as all Spirit and Courage, Arts and 
Sciences* vanished 5 even on the Medals extant of" thofe Times, the Inventions and Rcprefcnta- 
tions were as much debated as the Metal they were made of. 

With regard to the Provinces of the late weftern Empire at this Time, we are ro obferve* that The F**jv/ Cor.1l- 
the barbarous Nations, who had taken violent PolTcflion of them, had abfolutely overturned all t J ,cio " P' cVai - e * n 
the Roman Laws and Conftitutions, and introduced in their Stead their own Feudal Law* well ^ownift^n to" 
enough fuited ro their martial Difpofition. Their Lands therefore, wherever they prevailed, were comracuc irn- 
held by their Grandees, or Princes, by Feuds or Feods* i.e. Fiefs* or militniy Tenures \ and by the provenu-u:.. 
like Tenure or Service, did the fmaller landed Men hold of the greater ones-, which Conftitution 
being entirely calculated for War and Conquefts, was therefore by no Means fuited to peaceful 
and commercial Arts, Improvements, and Induflry, which, for this Rcafon amongft others, 
were fb long dilcou raged, and lb flow in their Advancement in Europe. The Lombards introduced 
the Feudal Conlbitution into Italy about the Year 570, and this occafioned its being promulgated 
under the Emperor Frederic Barbarcjfa* about Anno 1 1 50, in Form, and under Titles, being then 
incorporated as a Part of the Civil Law, with Regard to military Tenures and Service. Our learned 
Selden thinks the Franks brought the Feudal Law with them into Gaul •* yet it feems at leaft doubt- 
ful whether our Saxon Anceftors brought it hither, or whether, in that Part of Germany from 
whence they came, the fame military Tenures for Lands were cuftomary, for they had no written 
Laws ; fb that it is thought the Feudal Laiv* in its full Extent, was not immediately eflablifhed in 

brought it hither from 



ily. 



our Ifland, nor perhaps a great while (if at all) before the Conqueror 
Normandy * concerning which wefhall then have Occafion to treat mote h 
But we muft now return to the chronological Order of our Work. 

Although the Buildings in England* as well as in molt other Parts of Europe out of Italy* were A Stone Church \n 

ible Beds U*t m '** 



very mean in thele Times, even their Churches being generally of Timber, yet ver 
relates, that Paulinas having, in the Year 62S, converted the Governor of Lincoln to the Ctriftian 
Religion, he built a Church of Stone* of curious Workrnanfliip, in that City * but it feems the 
bare Walls were only Aran ding in Bedc's Time, the Roof being fallen in. 

In France (fays Mezeray) all Ranks at this Time made Profcflion of Arms. What Gown-men Fwrt military 
or Robe-men meant was not then known. Juftice was rendered by People armed. Their Battle- Conftitution. 
Ax and Buckler hung on a Pillar in the Middle of the Hall of Juflice -> and the lame Counts, 
Dukes, and Centeniers, who gave Judgment in Cities and Villages (without any Pleadings or 
Writings) led them to the Wars 5 yet they had no Pay but their Plunder fharcd equally. That Gold at thi« Time 
Clotaire the lid, the Xth King of Prance* coined Money of the Gold which the French found in their l * co:ncd in Franu. 
own Country at this Time * and that Payments were then made as much with Gold and Silver un- 
coined as coined, and that his Coin of Gold was much finer than thole of the Vijigoth Kings of Spain. 

In the Hiftories of Flanders we lead, That, Anno 631, Clotaire* King of France* beftowed on F:e*dr>*. its Condi- 
Lideric* Son of Sahart Prince of Dijon and Burgundy* the Government of Flanders* then much tion at "l'wnc. 
covered with wet and marfhy Grounds in lbme Parts, and in other Parts with great Woods and 
Forcfts, on which laft-named Account he, and alfo feveral of his Succeflbrs, were flilcd Forefiers 
of Flanders. 
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Ui^ta tne college or St. »iu"je«a«nisi 1 lire 

id Pepin* the Father of ^J 0 /^ A ^ in * 5 ' 

... * r -r" 1 1 1 uhn creel Loiiccc* 

alio that or luhla* and there. 



At this Time both Thrtringia and Flcffia were fubjedtto the Kings of the Franks* (7. c. of France) Pnrtofc^r^w. as 
being the Countries from whence they originally came in the Vth Century, And in this very T/w .*Ta*Htffa m &e. 
Year, Dagobcrt* King of Prance* is faid to have founded at Erfurd in Thnringia the College of St. "fubji^atilm Hire 
Peter on the HilL And although Saxony was not as yet fubdued, yet we find I 
Charlcmain* founded the Abbey of Hirchfield in Hejfa* in the Year 745, as 
of St. Marfs in Erfurd* &c. 

The religious Scaibn of Lent is faid to have been now firft obferved by our Saxon Anceftors in u*t fir.l lecju in 
England* E*& »«»*./. 

About this Time alfo Omar* Son-in-law to the Tmpoftor Mahomet* had conquered from the iheirrnpM 
Greek Emperor Hcraclius* in about the Space of fix Years, all Mefopotamia* Syria* Palefiinc* Conquefts from the 
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Egypt* and the whole Coaft of Africa* fince named the Barbary Coaft. 



The fame Year, that unhappy Greek Empire, under Coilftans II. juft come to the Throne, was The r?w Empire 
ribly harafled by different Enemies. The Arabians* or Saracc7is* with a Fleet of 1700 Veflels^arafUdcn eveiy 



ten 
havin 



whilft the Goths from the Euxine Sea, invaded it with 2000 Siiil, 5n " c 



ravilhcd Cyprus from it, 
(probably the Progenitors of the modern CoJJ'acks) but they were both at length overcome. 

In this Year (according to Speed) Er comber t* King of Kent* is laid to have divided that Country Kingdom <K- 
:oPari(hcs by Honorius* the Archbilhop, for which he refers to the Records of Chriji-Church in vided imo Paril1us 



into 



Canterbury. 



The Greek Emperor, Conjlans II. went this Year to Rome* n 
ritics which former Pillagers had left, fending them to Conjic 



nd ft-ripped it of all the valuable Ra- R 9JKf once more 

antiilople* 



_ _ _ He alfo attempted to de- Gripped of in vahn* 

throne Grimbald* Kins of Lombards* and to drive the Lombards out of Italy; But GrimbcJd's Son l ;l c h X lh * 

° • lf r * . .11 Cf n Km reror. w ha 

in total ly is beaten bv thz 
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totally defeated Conjtanfs Army, and feized on feveral Cities of the Exarchate ; fo feeble- were the I A. D. 
Efforts of the Greek Empire, even in thole early Days. 

Glafs-makers "were this Year firft brought from Prance into England* upon Occafion of building 
the new Abbey of Wcrcmoatb * the Church of which was by the French Mafons built of Stone after 
the Roman Manner. " Abbot Benedict 91 (fdys venerable Bede) tfc alfo brought over Artificers 
fkilled-in the making of Glafs* which till then had been unknown in Britain* wherewith he 
glazed the Windows of that Church and Monaftery, and thereby taught the Englifli the Art of 
Glafs-waking* which hath proved fo ufeful in making of Lamps for Churches, and other Veflels 
for divers Ules. 



cc 
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to FrifiianJ. 

The Kingdom of 
Ketti rjilcs a large 
Sum of Money. 
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The city ofUirrsl't Pepin* Mayor of the Palace of France* takes the City of Utrecht from Radbold* Duke of Frifia* 
formerly belonged which Country of Frifia was then of a much larger Extent than the Province fo named in our 

Days. 

The Kingdom of Kent mult have been very wealthy at this Time, according to TyrrePs General 
Hiflory a/ 7 England, for which he quotes the Saxon Chronicle, wfe. That the Keniifimcn having this 
Year leagued with Ina* King of VVejfex* they, on the Account of his laid Alliance and Friendfliip, 
gave him 30,000 Pounds of Silver, IVithrid being then their King. Now, if the Anglo-Saxon 
Pound of Silver was, fo far back, (as is by moft conjedtured) equal to the Anglo-Norman Pound, 
/• e. thrice as much Silver as our nominal Money Pound, then they paid 90,000/. of our Money 
for his Friendfliip, which, in thole poor Times, before there was any thing like Commerce, was 
a great Sum for ib lmall a Kingdom. 
The PnRnn Ftifians The Frijians were Hill Pagans at the Clofe of this VII th Gentry : For we find, from venerable J 697 
converted by M^g- Bede, that fFillebrode* an Englijhman* at this Time eroded the Sea into Frifia* being fent thither by 
nj/.~moL Pepin for their Converfion, who gave him the Caftle of Utrecht for his epifcopal Seat, the Pope 

having appointed him Bifiiop of Frifia ; and as lie carried with him twelve A Aidants, an early 
Correlpondence was hereby opened between England and the Netherlands* which in Time brought 



Venerable Pfdfs 
great ChaiACier. 



Cr,tcovj 
ed. 



Jig\f>t\ being maf- 
tercil b}' the Sara- 



on a mutual Commerce. 

About this Time, our venerable Bede [as he is always ftiled by Authors, both foreign and 
domeftic] wrote his Church Hiflory of Britain. Pie is find to have expounded almoft all the Bible, 
and to have tranflated the Nezv Tejlament and Pfahns into the Anglo-Saxon Tongue. He died Anno 
734. His Works are publifhed in mofl: Parts of Europe* he being cftccmcd an excellent Author, 
for the dark Time he lived in. Gildas* Gregory of Tours* and venerable Bede (fays the Abbot Ver- 
tot ) are die only furc Guides in the dark Paths of thole early Times, 
jiv found- The City of Cracow in Poland is faid to have been in this Year founded by Cracus* who had 

been created Duke of Poland. This City, Gnefua* and Pofnania* being the moft ancient of any 
in that Country. 

We fhall clofe this Vllth Century with remarking (as already hinted) that by the Saracens bc- 



from 'iUvanUria: 

Yet other Rout* 10 

Jmliit were foon 
fou 
of. 



coming Mailers of Egypt* and of its illuftrious mercantile Capital Alexandria* the Commerce to 

7" /Iv^ffCammeiw ^ ia > U P c ' ie A 7 //*, anc * thence by the Red-Sea* which the Roman Emperor Augufius* and his Sue- 
nc*' mi omnKroc CC ^ QVS ^ j >ac j f Q muc j 1 cultivated, and which was continued by the Greek Empire till now* was 

hereby totally interrupted, and remained utterly fufpended for fome Centuries : Yet the People 
of Greece and Italy* fo long accuftomed to the Spices, Drugs, iSc. of India* foon found Means 
tou nd infttfad there- to 0 k Ca i n t i iem by Land-Carrriage in Caravans* not only by the Way of Tripoli* (of Syria) Aleppo* 

and Bagdat, up the Tigris from the Perjian Gulph, but Hkewife from Trebifond on the Black Sea* 
brought up the Euphrates and Tigris from the faid Perfian Gulph * but the former of the two was 
moft generally pradtifed, even to our own Times ; which Trade, in fucceeding Times, gave Life 
and Riches to the Free Cities of Italy* efpecially to Venice* and alio to Genoa* Florence* and Pi/a. 

EIGHTH CENTURY. Its Character* 

This Vlllth Century, amidft many Violences, and fundry great Revolutions and Changes in 
mofl Parts of Europe* affords, neverthelefs, fomewhat of the Dawn of the Revival of Commerce 
and Arts. The Propagation of Chriftianity in Germany* towards the Clofe of it, not only opened 
a Communication between that extenfive Country and the other more civilized ones, but likewife 
paved the Way for chriftianizing of Denmark* Sweden* Norway* and Poland y whereby a regular 
Intercourse for Commerce was cftablilhed with Countries, till then almoft as much unknown to 
the chriftianized Parts of Europe* as the innermoft Parts of Africa are at prefent. A melancholy 
Revolution, indeed, happened to die Chriftian Goths of Spain* by having their Monarchy totally 
fubverted by the Moors of Barbary * a Revolution which, in its Confequences, greatly retarded 
Commerce, as well as Chriftianity, in that noble Country for feveral fucceeding Centuries. Nei- 
ther did the cruel, and almoft continual, Ravages of the Noj'wegians and Danes (under the more 
general Name of Normans) permit the Settlement of Peace and Tranquillity (without which 
Commerce will ever languifh) in ievera! of the Provinces of the late weftern Empire. The new en- 
thufiaftic Sc6t.pf the Mahometan Saracens in the Eaft carried their Conquefts and Ravages to an 
unaccountable Heighth againft the declining Greek Empire ; whilft a new weftern Empire is 
formed out of the once barbarous Nation of the Franks, who, under their great Leader Chqrlemain* 
unhappily lay the Foundations of ecclcfiaftical Tyranny in Europe* fo obftrudbive of Freedom and 
Commerce. Yet we fhall find, even in this Century, certain promifing Symptoms of a more fet- 
tled State of Things, fpringing" up in fundry Parts of Europe. London we find to be a Place of 
fome Commerce, and that there were many new Cities growing up in Germany* hereafter to make 
* a great Figure in the commercial World. 

Tlie Afts and In the Beginning of this Century, Eugenius VII. King of Scotland* is. faid to have begun a 
^rJ^ afterward conftan dy continued in both the Britannic Nations, of caufing the 

ricsTwitha Remark A£ts ancl Ordinances of his PredecefTors and of his own Time to be recorded in Monafterics.-,. and 
on it. although the Monks .were, for fundry Reafons, by no Means the mofl: proper Hiftoriographers, 

yet fuch Records (unfaithful, in many Refpefts as they are) were certainly better than to nave had 
none at ail j which,; confidering the grofs Ignorance of the Laity, would probably have been the 
Cafe, had not thole Ecclefiafticks undertaken it. 

The 
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The Venetians difcard their Tribunes, and eledt Paohttio their firft Doge, Duke* or Prince, who ^eukt begins to 
proved inftrumental in aggrandizing that City, by building Caftles or Forts in their Lagunas? or S rmv confidcrablc. 
Lakes, and by erecting of Docks tot: Shipping, fc of which he kept up conftaritly a ftated Number 
for the public Service, 

Luxury, where there is any Thing like Wealth, will certainly Ihew itfelf more or lefs in all Times* Silver } 
Mr. Tyrrell, in- his General Hiftory tif England, gives an Inftance.of it in thele rude Times ; when, b y 
Anno 709, Wilfred? a Northumbrian Bifliop, a lofty and ambitious Man, was the firft Bifliop in Bl * 0t> " 



England that had made Ufe of Silver Veflels or Plate. 



Plate fira 

an £"vlfo 

^^^^ 




pire there be| 
by the Wick 
ter of Count _ 

Revenge, induced the Moors, or Saracens, his Neighbours in Barbaiy? firft to undertake the 
Expulfion of the Goths [whom we may now call Spaniards] out of Africa ; and next, under 
Vitus, their Caliph, or (as they called him in Barbary) Miramamolin? to attack Roderick in Spain 
itfelf, who, notwithftanding his bringing 100,000 Men into the Field, was totally routed, and 
himfelf llain, Anno 713, Whereupon the Moors? (for fo we now call them in Arc ad of Saracens) in 
three Years Time were enabled to conquer all the Ciries and Provinces of Spat it? excepting only 
the mountainous Parts of AJlurias and Bifcay, whither the Christians fled for Shelter, the Moors 
not thinking it worth while to follow them. Yet, from thofe inacceflible Places they, in Time, 
gradually encroached on their Conquerors lb far, that, in little more than 700 Years, they drove 
the Moors intirelyout of Spain. The Moors were in the Beginning So prolperous and elate, that 
they drove the Spanijb Goths out of Languedoc? (in France) then called Septi?nania? yet they were 
foon after driven thence, with alrnoft incredible Slaughter, by Charles Martel? Mayor of the Pa- 
lace of prance. The Chriftians of Spain might, doubtlefe, havefooner expelled the Moors, had they 
kept all their Conqucfts united under one King, inftead of their ereiting ieveral fcparate Kingdoms 
thereof, for the Grandeur of their younger Sons. On the other Hand, it muft be allowed, that 
the Moors fell into the very fame Error ? yet as the Chriftian Kingdom of Cajlile was growing great, 
by gradually uniting other Provinces to it, they.' conquered one Moorifli Kingdom after another ; 
thole Moorijh Kingdoms frequently warring againft each other, and frequently allying with their 
Chriftian neighbouring Princes for that End, as did alfo fome of thole Chriftian Princes with 



We have been the fuller on 



Moorijh ones? with whole Children they alio ibmetimes intermarried, 
this molt famous Revolution, that the Grounds of our • faying fo little hereafter concerning Spanijb 
commercial Hiftory, for ieveral fucceeding Centuries, may the more plainly appear. For as the 
Moors and Chriftians were almoft continually warring againft each other, there was neither Leifure 
nor Inclination on cither Side for the Profccution of Commerce to any coniidcrable Degree, until 

the one had quite mattered the other. 

The French Hiftorians fpeak much of the great Number *of religious Houfes already erc£fced in The Henefic accruing 
this Century, and about this Time, in France? prompted by the Spirir then prevailing for a yno- to (omcConmncs by 
no/He Life /and great Numbers of Monks went thither from England, Scotland? and Ireland for 2o n TCnw,«Sa 
this End. People of this Caft went wandering from one Country to another, to feek out Forefts defart air ] barren 
and Mountains, which (fays Mezeray ) were the more and quicker peopled, by how much the j laces, 
more they were folitary and defart. He adds, "That thofe Crowds of Penitents became hereby 
beneficial to France j for the frequent Incurfions of the Barbarians having laid it wafte and defo- 



or 
in 



cc 



cc 



late, it was ftill in many Parts overrun with Thickets and Woods, and in the lower Lands 

Thole good Monks -wrought then with their own Hands, to clear, 



drowned and marlhy _ _ 

drain, plant, and build, not fo much for themielves, who lived with great Frugality, as for 
maintaining the Poor ? fo that, of barren, woody, and overflowed Defarts, that were frightful 
to look on, they made fruitful and delightful Places ? not to mention, that all that remains of The great 
the Hiftory of thofe Ages has been prcferved by them alfo, and handed down to us." The wen- long 
like Remark, as this of Mezeray? relating to France? may as juftly be applied to England and R S£ ofi . tor ^ a p r ^ f 
Scotland? wherein (as already noted in Part) our grcateft Convents were almoft the only Repofito- g*)™**& c% ranc*? 
ries of our Hiftory for many Centuries ? there having been, in each of thole greater religious 
Societies, one of their Number who was termed the liijiorian? as keeping a Record of gll that they 
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deemed the moft material public Occurrences, though moftly with very little Exa£tneis, and lels 
Impartiality, where any Thing relating to the Church, and more efpecially to the Monafteries of 
their Order, interfered. • 

Much the fame may be faid of the other chriftianized Countries of Europe in thofe dark Times, 
when alio were firft broached, recorded, and handed down, many wild and romantic Accounts of 
pretended Miracles and nonfenlical Exploits of their feigned Saints, whilft not only every Thing 
relating to Commerce and Arts was omitted to be recorded, [which indeed is the lefs to be wondered 
at, as there was then fo little of cither in the weftern World] butiikewife the genuine Springs of 
Matters of State and found Policy were almoft totally negledted for thofe Monkilh Fooleries and 
Fallhoods. 

The Chriftians of Spain having fled from their Moor 



crijh Conquerors (as before obferved) into the The ChtWan* of 
tar? under Pelagitts? of the roval Line of the Spain enil a final! 

: l\zTrmf Tj> CJ*rr in lilc rnmivMirliiim nf I Tni- Monaichy aniongrt 



Mountains of AJlurias and Bifcay? they, in this Year 

Goths, ere£fc a fmall Monarchy there, [wherein (fiiys Monf. Le Clerc? in his Compendium of Uni- 
verfal Hiftory) he was not a little 
the Saracens in thele Times] and 



favoured by the great Slaughter which Charles Martel made of ^ 
from thence they gradually fpread to Lecn? Caftile, Sec. until 



the Mouma ; ns of 
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they at length utterly expelled the Moors in the XVth Century. 

About this Time, we firft find mention made of Merchants in certain Parts trading into inland inland Merchants 
Countries, though probably much like our modern Pedlars. firii mentioned. 

The fame Year, Solyman? the Mahometan Caliph? in vain befieges Conftantinople with 3000 Ships, G»yWrV/r/>/rWficg 
and 300,000 Men. *l h y a«m^- 

In King Ina's (of PVeJfex) Laws, (lays Bifliop Fkdltvood in Chronicon Prectofum) which were Price of an Rm*m 
made between the Years 7 x 2 and 727* it is laid, cc An Eive? with her Lamb, mas worth One Sh.il- tetLasshxuEitg.M* 
ling, till Fourteen Nights after Eaftcr;" after which Time, probably, it became cheaper. Till 
near to the Norman Conqucft, we arc lomewhat in the dark as to the Weight and Value of our 
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T he Fran fa Domi- 
nions at this Time. 



Saxon Coins \ wherefore we Xliall fay no more on this Article than only to obfervc, that if their M 
ney was the fame with that of the Anglo-Normans? as many think, this is no extraordinary Inftam 
of the Cheapnefs of Provifions fo far backward. 



Mafc 



+ 0 - — -~ — w " m — 

reduced the two noble Provinces < 

His 



The J\T~or* invade 
Gau! t or F titter 
Vsr\ of //«/»•*> Cities 



Bw/h t denies the 
Rotundity of the 
Earth, 



the Poverty and Simplicity of thole Times. 

Glafles, there being no fuch Thing made in England. — Boniface fends to Archbiftiop Egbert a fmall 
Veffel of Wine, wherewith to make him and his Bretlyren merry. — In another Place, Mafcou fays, 
that Boniface? being at Variance with the Bilhop of Saltfbttrg? who was a Native of Ireland? got him 
condemned as a Herctick by Pope Zachaty? for teaching that the World was round? and that there were 
ylntipodes* This, however, was no more than what Laftantius? St. Jerom? and St. Auftin? though 
Fathers of the Church, had declared to be Herefv long before. St. Auftin? in his Book de Ci'vitate 



Me 



and is mule Arch- 
biihop of MiJitss, 
da no 745. 



cc where the Sun rifes when it fcts to us, having their Feet oppofite to ours, is a Thing utterly in- 
cc credible? and not to be believed" Yet, it feems, our Venerable Bede? the moft learned of this 
Age, admitted and taught that the Earth was round. It feems, however, that Boniface took great 
Pains to root out the barbarous and Pagan Cuftoms of the Germans? who at this Time fed on raw 
Bacon? and on Horfes Fle/h? and praftifed human Sacrifices in lbme Parts of it. — He founded the 
Abbey of Fidda? and had all the Countries of Germany which he had converted under his Juris- 
diction, having, in his old Age, Anno 745, been conftitutcd Archbijhop of Mcnix ? but was mar- 

( Adami Brcmenfis hiftoria ccclefiaftica. si Lindcnbrovio edita : 



tyred by the Pagan Frifons Anno 755. (a 

1706? in Folio, Lib. i. P. 3.) 



Hiftory of the Reformation, &c 



Hamburgi? 

Frifians? or Utrecht? in the Room of Wil 
tnt thither from England* Anno 690, for their Converfion : He fays, Boniface wai 
:m? Anno 754. 

this Year, or the preceding, that the Greek Emperor Leo-Ifaitrius vanquifliec 
[according to Morifotus* Lib. ii. Cap. 2. who quotes his Authors in his Mar 



The f.v-aeri: Fleet It ' 
detlrovcd by rcilecl- 

e Sun- cam., irom . -j b ^ a n Artifice, to. <c by Looking-glaffes placed - againft 

fore C j ti/Itttit t »m; /r y 

and judged equally 
true with the Morv 



" contracted into one Point, fet Fire to the Saracen Fleet, and made them retire from before Con- 
c « ftantinople." There is another odd Story of Fire under Water* which the Greek Empire's Hifto- 

of Mi e under W it > rians rclate ' uncler the preceding Century, (viz. Anno 673.) probably forged on the fame romantic 
673. Cf A!Lr ' slnvil: So dark and uncertain are the Accounts of thofe Times, and of the Strength of the Saracen 
' l^leets and Armies, that there can be no fafe Reliance on them. 

The /.WW/maf- Luitprand? King of the Lombards? (taking Advantage of the Difference between the Greek Em- 



bic. 



rial Exarch 



but this Pope, growing jealous of the increafing Power of the Lombards in Italy? ap- 
plied to Orfus? Duke of Venice? who was no left jealous of the Lombards? and favoured the Eaftern 
Empire : And the Venetians? though not yet poffeffed of any Part of the Continent, beginning, 
even fo early, to make a confidcrablc Figure, arifing from their Commerce to the Ports in tlTe 
Levant? fitted out a confiderable Fleet, and joining the Troops of the Exarch? they retook Ravenna 
and reftored it to the Eaftern Empire. 

' " ^ 1 Moors ot Spain invade France with an Armvof 400,000 Men, (if Authors 

But in thefuccceding Year, 



The J\?oar; of ?/> -hi 

mnkcanunmcuMbrid Q f that Time are to be credited) and mafter Bourdeaux? Pointers? £rV. 

Jnvafion o\ tiarne, — " * ■ " - - 
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cleared that Country of them, with the Slaughter of aim oft their whole Army ? yet fame place this 
great Occurrence in 730. 



Grc-ntDifputcs about 1 he 

Imagc-u'cirihip. Images 

u'hic'i oceafiori;. the 
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Called into ///.•/;. 




Italy? which provokes Let 
upon applies to Charles Mart el 
thcmfelvcs in the Affairs 



Peter-fence, its Ori- 
ginal. 

Firft naval Exploit 

of the French* 

s#/* f & Antiquity, 



rtel? winch gives thc*French a Pretext, for the firft Time, of concerning 
of Italy. Luitprand? King of Lombardy? fides with the Greek Emperor 
againft the Pope? and on the other Hand the French come to his Affiftance. Till now the People of 
the City of Rome acknowledged the fuperior Dominion of the Eaftern Emperors; but 
being incenfed againft Leo for oppoiing Image-worfhip, they fliake off their Subjection to the 
Empire. 

Ina? King of JVeffcx? begins to pay the Tax of Peter-pence to the Pope, for the Support of a 
Saxon College at Rowe* 1 

Till this Year we read of no naval Exploits of the Franks? or French Nation, when Charles Mar- 
/*/ overcame the Frifians at Sea, and wafted their Country. 

Ale and Alehoufes? we find, are of very great Antiquity in England >? the Laws of Ina, Kin K of 
JVeJfex? who died in this Year, make mention of them. 
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Bavaria? which Acqumtion was owing to the good Condu£l of Charles Mdrtel. 
made the Frifians tributary ; and Venerable Bede fays, that the Dominion of the Franks, in his 
Time, extended in the Netherlands beyond the Rhine. 

The Moors of Spain invade Gaul? or France, and take Narbon? but arc driven from their 
of cfholoufe back into Spain. 

About this Time, fome of the Italian Cities begin to let up for Independency? and choofe them- J 721 
States. * fclves Dukes, &c. 

The isnotancc.Sim- About this Time alfo, Winifred? (to whom for his Goodnels they afterwards gave the Name of 
pliuiy, and Poverty Boniface) an Englifi Monk, began to preach Chriftianity in I'huringia? &c. in the inner Parts 
otneie mics. Q f Q ermaU y^ with good Succefs ^ whereupon Pope Gregoiy fent for him, and confecrated him a 

Bilhop [in partibus hrfideliwn.] He had Supplies of Money (fays Mafcou) from the Monks of 
Engleind ? but Books were very icarce. He fays there are Letters ftill extant between him and 
fundry Perfons, in one of which he defires a legible Copy of the Prophets to be fent to him, and 
ibme of Bcde's Writings to make ufe of in his Sermons. Thofe Letters (£iys Mafcou) fhew both 

The Abbot Guthert defires he would fend him fome 
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a. d. j . LondGri vzas at: this- Time a CitjRdf) confidcrableTradaand Commerce,, according to the authentic T.* n Jo>, City a 
728 t Teftimony of our Venerable Bedc, who wrote his Church-hiflfory about this *I?ime, . and died Amio of & rcat Com 

734i He? terms) ithat Gifcy^. Multorhm - Emporium Poptdor am, L-e* An Emporium* or Mart, of many 

Nations. 
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The Saracens* or Moors of Spain) having again invaded the South, of France in' prodigious The 
Numbers, they were inithis Year-' defeated by/Gharles Martel,- where 300*000 JP/bors ;and upwards Cl -* icd «« Frame. 
were flain, (ili Miftory fpealcs true) and* the refb expelled France * y yet poflibly this! Invafion may ' 
be the fame with* that above-mentioned under the Year 725 ; fo uncertain is the Hiftory of this 
dark Age, 

Even in the former- Part of this VTIIth Century, Monafterics were become numerous in the Momificr n increafc 
bell and molt wealthy Parts of Ghriftcndonii Our Saxon Anccftors in England? fince their Convcr- very much in this" 
fio'n to Cbriftiamty, were become fuch zealous Encouragers of the Monafiic Lite,- that Venerable Leiltur y* 

l ede himfelf began: ta be apprehenlive of the Danger of their increafing too faft, unlcfs very well 
regulated. Several of our Saxon- Kings, prompted by this Kind of Zeal,- had retired into diofe 
Houies,. and ended their Days- in- che Practice of Devotion therein : Yet certainly their Religion 
would have been full' as acceptable- to HeaVen, and much' more fcrviccable ro their Subje£ts, had 
it been rather excrcifed on their Throne than in Gloifters. 

and reduced to The Pranks make a 



Charles Mortal (Mayor of the Palace of France )~is laid now to have vanquifhed, and reduce 
tributary, a Part of the then very extenfive Pagan Saxon Country in Germany? a fierce and 



be 

merous People. 



nu- Conquclt of" Pan of 

Saxony* 



Great and terrible to Chriftcndom was the Power, of the Saracens about this Time, when their f he Sa*ae*nt great 
*at Miramomolin,* or Emperor Ifcam^. died* Dr. Howell (in his Hiftory of the World, VoL II. Power in this and 



great 



Part HI. Chap. ii. P: 5*10.) reckons' up all the Provinces of the Mahometan Dominions, for which tllc next Century, 
he quotes Ximenius Archbifhop of Toledo's Hiftory of thole Arabians? viz. 

c< 1. In Af;a, they then had 'lamia, Lyjlra, Alapia, Cbaldea, Affyria, Media* Hyrcania, Purjia, 



cc 



'efopotamia, Syria? Tapper and- Lower Phenicia, Ju&ca? and Arabia. 



cc 
cc 



cc 



2. In Africa, tliey had Egypt, Ethiopia, and Bdlrbary* 

3 . In Europe, they had- Spain ; and they were once poffcfied of Sicily, Calabria, and Part of 
Apulia, [in the iince-named Kingdom of Naples ;]. in France they had pofiefied for a while 

16 Gallia Gothica, or Narbonenjis, ii e. Langtiedoc and Gafcony, &c. till fo terribly flaughtered by 
cc Charles Martcli" 

Their Power continued very gteat through all* this Century, although their- Hiftory is but dark 
and confuted, becauii: Chrijtian Writers, who then were alfo but few, have given us little more of 
it than what concerned and afFedled the Ghriftian Affairs. Dr. Mafcoti obferves it to have been one 
of the greatcft Indications of their Power, to have been able to fubvert the Perjian Empire, which, 
till then, had been fo formidable to the Conftantinopolitan Empire. 

In this Century alfo, and in the next following, they wafted Corjica and Sardinia, , and fuch was yj lc f.; cz ; r/7t various 
their naval Power, (or the Negle£t of that of the Chriftians) that they bring 30oJ3hips from Afia, Computations about 
and lay fiege to Conftantinople for two Years together, though unfuccelsfully. 
much Sovereigns on the Mediterranean Sea* that neither the G7'eek Emperors, _ 
France, were able to encounter their naval Power, which ftruck Terror every where in thofe Seas. 
In brief, Profeflbt- Ockley, in his Hiftory of that People* oBferves, That they had npw conquered 
and reigned from India in thc EaJfr 1 -.1 ^1- ^_ _jrv^i_ 

than one hundred Ydars, reckonir 
he makes to have happened in -6a'< 



They were now fo »c. 
nor the Kings of 




w on the exa£t Year, although 
the wideft Difference amongft theni all docs not quite amount to 30 Years. The Grand Caliph, TJlc R cvr | ut | ons 
or Emperor of 'the iSaracenSi fwayed the Sceptre at Bagdat about 600 Years, vhsu to the Year of atneng the s«raeesi* 
Chrift 1256, when* Mulacon Kan, the Tartar, who*, was Grandfon of Ghenghis Can .the Gr.eat, flew in this and the next 
Mztjlafem Billah, the^laft. of the Abajfide Galipbs, and overturned the Caliphate of Bagdat : Yet before Century coimcdccL 
it was thus funk, it 1 had 1 gradually declined in its Power; for about. Anno Chrifii 868, Achmet Ben 
T olon ravilhed Sy?ia>and Egypt from him of Bdgdat^ and aflumed the Title of Caliph* of Egypt ; and 
the Emirs and Lieutenants' in Africa alfo revolted-, and aflumcd theT^ame of Caliph: The Moors 




quifite to throw them together here, for clearing up lb mufch of- their (general Hiftory as feemed 
needful' to be knowm " 

FI * * 

742 Tlfe GVeefaJ&mlfc£vor, : *ConftantM^^ renews;-.his Father >Leo's Edifil againft the woffhip- The ; uVa d e 

ing of Images, and likewife iflues his Prohibition againft the Invocation of Sahits. TliiSj being Itai " 




nions^ 0 



752 Neither in f thfc Rteigft dP Pepin, UvWorcatrie to the Grown of France ^7.52^ nor till after* the Ac- Francr had no mflfc 
to celfion of Charlemain in the Year 768, had that Kingdom been anyjwaycfemousJfdriany permanent r hin, c Crcamefs till 
76*8 j maritime *Great4i(5fs :i:Thi^ is' cohfefi&d^by n Mdrifotus^hxrn{e\i, : in ihis> &rbis \ltffarili mUs* .:tlidugh in after this Time. 

~ " * 9 ' r " ~ " w '~ - jn-Mntf (fays this 

no^mention. of' the 




barely {mentioned under A vcry carIv Men- 
itiohs-^to an^vlflands or tion of the Office of 
epitl 'svFatlier,! tyho. vanv Admrai \\\ Fr*™. <-„ 




Vol. I. 



aiid wafted or burnt the? Jlles o&lAmiftr4cb and 

obr faid'!Audio^)o5kliere/tltofe 

nngiKrinceiVjfaw^tHqt^ecein ty 

irerl ^ In* corifcquencc' thcjteofV 
\cbhr4, \AvMafta* oft\ the Iiorjh* 

at 



The Exarchate of 
Ravenna taken by 
<hc Lombards from 
tfie Greek Empire ; 
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or Conftable, [Comes Stabuli} vanquifhed the Saracens before Genoa? who then infeftcd Sardinia and 
Corjica, and took thirteen of their Ships. 

In confequence of Pope Gregory IL's having fome Years, before excommunicated the imperial 
Exarch of Ravenna? Aifiulphus? King of Lombardy? in this Year, befiegedand took Ravenna? and 
all the reft of the Exarchate ; which, befide that then noble City, comprehended fundry other 
Cities, and a confiderable Territory ; whereby . an End was put to that Exarchate? after 
having lafted 183 Years. The next Year (753) Aiftulpbtts, thus ftrengthencd, breaks with 
Pope Stephen II. and, in virtue of his faid Conqueft, claims the City and Dukedom of Rome? as 
being a Part of the Exarchate? and befieges that City. The Pope in vain demands Succours of 
the Greek Emperor, Conftantine Copronymus, then at War with both the Saracens and Bulgarians *? bu t on 
but is retaken by the Pope's applying to Pepin? King of France, that Prince marched, Anno 754, into Lombardy? and 
Pepin of France, and broueht Aiftulpbtts to aive up the Exarchate, &c. to the Pope: Yet Aifiulphus failing; in this Agrees 

jjivcn to the Pofie. to » r - , £ « * s f„ n Vr 



Zetland Ifle* firft 

furtifwd or banked 
in. 



ment, and again befieging Rome? Pepin returns, Anno 756? befieges him in Pavia? his capital City, 
and obliges him to put the Pope in the adtual PofleflSon of thole Territories ; whereby the Pope, now 
become a temporal Prince, withdraws his Allegiance from the Greek Empire, which, notwithftand- 
ing this great Lofs, had ftill remaining a few Cities, fcJV. in the South-eajt Part of Italy? and alio 
all Sicily? till fome Time after this, that the Saracens invaded and mattered it* 

Verftegan? in his Rcftitution of decayed Intelligence, (4to. P. 101. Anno 1628.) fixes on the Year 
758, as that wherein the Danes and Goths firft fortified the Ifles of Zealand on the Coaft of the Ne- 
therlands? by driving in of Piles, and making of Banks at Low-water Mark- c< They were (fays 
€C he) fo provident, as firft to make certain Mounts (ftill to be feen in the Ifle of Walcheren) in 
<c fundry Places, whither they might retire at High-water, and alfo flee to fave themfelves if 
cc the Sea fhould at any time happen to break in upon them/* Yet fome of the Nctherland His- 
torians make thefe Ides to be inhabited fo far back as Julius Cafar y s Time ; tho* probably only 
by a few Fifhermcn. On the odier Hand, Louis Guicciardin quotes the old Zealand Hiftorians, 
tc That it was not till the Year 938, that the Violence of the Sea formed all thofe Ifles which now 
" compofe the Province of Zealand-? being before that Time firm tho' low Land, joined to Flan- 



cc 



cc 



Hotta*td 9 ?.ea , and % 



ipe, 



ders Yet they were not all formed at once, nor in die Shape we now fee them ; for very great 
Alterations have happened, and the Inhabitants have at different Times recovered Quantities 
" of Land, and fenced the fame in from the Sea." [Defcrip. des Pays bas. Antwerp 1582. Fol. 
Second Edit.] So dark, uncertain, and various are rhc Accounts of thofe Times of Ignorance. 
The fame Author (Vcrjlegan) is of opinion, that not only Holland and Zealand? but alfb the 
and Pari of Flanders, g r eateft Part of Flanders and Brabant? were originally overflowed by the Sea, as lying fo low and 
flowed by die S^l even, that, by cutting of the Downes or Sandhills, they might cafily be again overflowed. He 

quotes an eminent Author who aflerts, that the City of tfongres, in the Bifhoprick of Liege, 
tho* now near 100 Miles from the Sea, was once a Sea-port 5 allcdging, amongft other Reafons, 
the great Iron Rings to which Ships were faftcned, remaining here in. his Time ; befide innume- 
rable Quantities of Sea-fhells, in digging a few feet, found in Strata? as in the Sea ; with fun- 
dry other Reafons for evidencing thofe Parts to have anciend)r been Sea. And he thinks (with 
Britain fuppofed to fome odiers) that the IJthnms of Land, which hefuppofes once joined Britain to France, [betwixt 
have been once part D 0Ver anr j[ CalaisJ was, fince the general Deluge, broke through by an Inundation of the German 
© 1 e ontiwt of Sca ^ ^ t jj| t ^ en on jy a vafl; y occafioned, as he conjeftures, by an Earthquake, or fome other 

extraordinary Means -? which Sea thereby finding a new Courfe into what we call the Channel? 
all thofe flat Parts of Flanders, Brabant? &c. were defcrted by the Sea and became dry, tho' at 
firft marfhy Land. See his 3d and 4th Chapters for fome other Reafons for this Conjedture, and 
alfb what Sir William T emple has faid on this Subject, in his Account of the United Netherlands. 
Orgam firft brought About this Time the eminent mufical Inftruments called Organs, were firft brought into Italy 
f frc' l toh™Prf m anc * France? and thence into other Parts of Europe, from the Eaftov Greek Empire, where they were 
pirc mro t e ej . invented, and applied to religious Devotion in Churches,, in finging the Praifes of Almighty God. 

The famous City of Bruges in Flanders, (according to Louis Guicciardini's Defeription of the Ne- 
therlands, Second Edition in Folio, Anno 1 58 1 in French) had its Foundations firft laid about the 
the Year 760. It took its Name from a Bridge called Brugftock near it, between Oudembourg andi 
Rodembourg? [the laft Place is now named Ardembourg] which were two maritime Towns, faid to 
have been of fome confiderable. Commerce in this Country, till ruined by the Danes or Normans. 
Out of the Ruins of the faid Oudembourg was built the original Town or Caftle of Bruges? the 
Remains or Form of which (fays Guicciardini) is ftill to be feen at this Day. Whereby it is plain 
(though contrary to the Opinion of fome) that Flanders was Very early an inhabitable and even 
a trading Country ; and that our truly judicious Sir William Temple's Account of thofe Law Coun- 
tries as they were in old Times, is moft to be relied on. 

The ever famous Charles the Great, called in the Frankifli or French Language of that Time 

^r"^ thcCr ° Wn °* Gh ar l ema *gri** (pronounced and often written Char le main) fucceeds his Father Pepin to the Crown 
*a»ce m ^ France, 

Charlemain co n q uers 

L*Jtord£° m 0i °f France? an artful and ambitious Prince, marches into Italy to that Pope's Aid, mafters Pavia 

the Capital of Lombardy? and therein Dejiderius, with his .Queen and Children, whom he fent into 
France, where they were never- more heard of. Hereby an End was put to the Lombardic- King- 



The City of Bruges 
in ft founded. 



Charlemain** A cce f- 
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Dejiderius, the lafl: King of Lombardy? being at. variance with Pope Stephen III. Charlemain, Kin^i 770, 



Charlemain crowned 
King of Lombardy. 

The Original of 
many lcffcr Princes 



Aom? after it had lafted 206 .Years. 

Charlemain having, two Years before* conquered Lombardy, gets Iiimfelf in this Year crowned ( 772. 
King of that' fine Country^ r 

And Anno 7% 3* he is>eritertained at Rome in the moft Ijriendid /Manner by Pope Adrian I. who*[ 77J 
for his owivEnds, heaped allvpoflible Honours and Privileges on this af]3iring Prince, as King 
of Loriibarify.\*> Yet in I -.the j>verjr?i next Year, on Chdrkmain\s return into France? fcveral of the 
Dukes of ' Lonibardy (as thofe <£:Sp6lht0i Friuli? Bewvento, fkc:) fhook> off the Yoke, and declared 



774r 



Charlemain com- 



tlk^mfelv^s-ihdbpendeht; 
* It was ibout^this^Time ithat 



that Charlemain, who had already byiSucccfliqn a great ;part>of Ger- 
mencesthcConcxttcft^;^ feem^'iovhaVe ih v earneft med Conqueft of SaXony; which then (according"utO;Mo/fc 

baxwty. A uthofs)- comprehended ttiei greateft^ Part of oldtGerthariy? ^.arid .extended from the Rhine, to the 

Elbe* It hztd not; indeed* in thofe Times* any rich A^Snes^itxot any Cities or walled Towns in iti? 



a* 



* 
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Cdrpatbiis montibus, conclufam finitamque . fiffie* y Nullas : extitijfe Urbes y, Andreas Al~ 
*\ thamertis, au tor efb Poftea, Oppida f uerunt erudita, ; quaS vallis atquc portis tantum communi- 
cc ren tur idque ffelmo/dus Prc^ ue& " There were no fortified Cities 

c < in ancient Gertnany* (the Bounds of^hich he here^delfcribes to be between the Danube, Rhine* 
* 6 Ocean* Viftula, and the Carpathian Mountains) trill Charlemain** Time and even* afterwards 
*' they had only Gates* and a Wall or Ditch round them* as* Helmoldus a Prieft (who wrote in the 
" Xllth Century) plainly enough intimates, as well as Andreas Althamcrus" This is confirmed 
by the iearned Lambecius* Librarian to the Emperor Leopold* and Secretary of the City of Ham- 
burg, in his Origihes Hamburgenfes \ (Hamburg 1706* p. 26. in Eolio) His Words are, " Ante 
ce Carolum magnum* nullum Opidum fuit in Gcrmania" By which Word Opidum, is here meant a 
fortified *Town or City. For, that there were open Towns and Burghs in Germany prior to Char- 
lemain* s Time, is beyond doubt. 

The [fuppoled Royal] Author of the Memoirs of the Houle of Brandcnbitrgbi publifhed in J T ™ n ° r . P™*- 
French* and in Englifli Anno 1751* makes the City of Brandenburg to have been built Anno Mundi * s AntK l mt y- 
3588- L e. 416 Years before the Incarnation of our Saviour, by Brennus, who lacked Rome 5 and 
that from him it took its Name ; for which he quotes the Annals of B? m andebu?g, printed Anno 1595. 
But he does not clearly tell us how the Brandeburgers came to know rhis their own great Anti- 
quity Without the Ulc of Letters, which it does not appear they had, till taught by Charlemain, 
who firft caufed lome of their old Poems or Ballads which they then only fung by Heart, (con- 
taining their ancieht Exploits) to be committed to writing, in order the better to allure them 
to learn Letters, Though it is probable the Franks* who lived nearer to the Roman Empire, 
might have had tne Ule of Letters from them, even before the final Overthrow of that Empire. 
For their old ruHic Letters are mentioned by Venantius in the Vlth Century, being partly Roman 
and partly Greek* though rude Characters ; but not of lb great Antiquity as fome German Wri 

ters would have them to be. Yet he owns, «* that there was not the leaft . v 

cc to be found in Brandeburg till Charlemain* s Time, who granted them Peace on "their contenting 
ec to embrace Cbriftianity* and to be baptized in his Camp near Magdeburg. Though as loon as 
u his formidable Army removed from them, they all returned again to their old Idolatry. 
tc In ancient Times (fays Dr. Straucbius in his Breviarium Cbronologicum ) Germany (as indeed were 
cc mofl: other Countries of Europe) was a Cpmpofition of feveral independent Democracies, till 
M * * zd the whole under his Jurisdiction." 

The then mofl: potent of all the Saxon Princes was Wittikind, who* however, had no better a Tritt *'» a ~ s capital 
Capital for his Rcfidence than the Village of Erefbourg* neither walled nor otherwiie fortified ; ^cfx dc nce and Pake, 
where was the principal Pagan Temple of the Saxons* which Charlemain deftroyed. They pretend m ° axon * m 
that the prefent- Cathedral Church of Minden was the lame Wittikind* % Palace. 

The Saxons frequently revolted when Charlemain was ableht ; lb that it coft him, in near 30 Years 
Time, many Expeditions, and much Trouble and Bloodlhed, before he intirely reduced thole Peo- 
ple * ana*, laft of all, the fierce Nations on the North Side of the Elbe , who, according to the Danijb 
Hiftoriaiis, were £uccoured by a Danifli Land Army. The Danes alfo fent out a Fleet of 300 
Ships againft Charlemain 1 s Dominions. This laft Article lerves partly to account for the Ravages The piaufible Pre- 
of the Danes or Normans (as they are jsromifcuoufijr called in thofc Times) on the Coafts of the text fo * thc 
Netherlands and of France about this Time, who might make a Pretence of being Allies of the ~ ava 5 e * in * he . 
Saxons* in excule for thbfe their terrible Deviations. So ftoutly did the Saxons maintain their wntonea. 
Independency, that H{ittikind*s laft Battle with Charlemain lafted three Days, Anno 784. But more 
of the Conqueft of Saxony* and of its great Conlequences, in the next Century. 

Some Authors lay, that by an Inlcription found, on a Stone Table in China* Anno 1625,- dated \ctin* rrforrcd fa- 
in the Year of our Lord, 782, in both, the Chinefe and the Syriac Languages, there is not only a an ^, v^^ c ^S^ iliTt 

Chrijlian Religion, .but an Account of its Proerefs in China ; whereby it appeared. at clm ime " 



veftige of Chrijl, 



99 



cc 



cc 



CbriJHa7iily 



99 



[if Monfieur I 

ancient Accounts of India and China by two .Mahometan Travellers thither in the IXth 
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credited] tc But that, in a great Revolution which happened in China, Anno 877, vaft 
bers of Cbriftians r as well as of Jews* Mahometans* and Perfces* were put to the Sword, 
the City of Canfu was lacked. Yet it is alio laid that Chriftian Miflionaries over Land 
Syria, continued to be lent into China* till towards the Clofe of die Xth Century after 
1 we hear nothing farther of it. . And when, Anno 151 7, the Portugucfe arrived firft in China, 
bund not the leaft Veftige of Cbriftianity there. Yet they afterward found the above-named 
ption, and allb fundry Croflcs.,dug out of the Earth.* 1 The Author of the above-quoted 

(with our Sir John Cbqrdin) <c whether thc Chinefe themfelves knew the Ma- 
Fore it came to .their Knowlege from the Arabians, who had it from the Euro- 
peans, and who communicated it to India and China long before the Portugucfe lailed thither. 
That whatever ill-informed Authors may alledge, there is not an original Word either in Arabic, 
Turkifoj or Perjian* which can properly fignify either the Aflrolabe or the Compafs* They com- 
monly call the Compas Bojfola* which is thc Italian Name for it.- This fliews that the thing 
fignified, is foreign to them as wett as the ffofd.~The Arabians (continues our Author) un- 
doubtedly traded to India and China hy the Red^Sea, as well as by Baffora m the Perjian Giilph, 
many Ages ago. But it is* plain they only knew . the maritime Coafts of China* oriierwife, we 
fliould have heard of the famous. Wall. of China,, lor ' i' ^ _ " 

nt a litde better than aoo Years aeo 

„ — -~7 . ^_ — [China, there has been a commercial Intef- 

^ t courle by Sea, as weU as pver Lapdi^ 

We mu ft. here note, that although Sir Jdbn ChdfdiH* (as above alleged) doubts of the Cbinefi 




ah Inventors of the Mariners Compdfsj yet he allows them thc Knowlege 
Artillery* before we knew of either. 
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The Poles till now It may here alfo be ndted what Hiftbriaris telP us* cbHGe'rmiig * tlfc Pbles,* (whb,V indeed^ cathc|\. 
did not Jhoe their generally, very late into modern Improvements) viz-. that?,' till : abotiC the iUtteh PaVr of tlfis'Geh--]-" 

tury, they had not the Knowlege of footing their Hor^ * j 

Scotland firft AIH- It was in the Year 784* according- to fome of 1 the Scoiijli Writers* ' that Sahfatbiui King of jrg^ 
ance with I nwct. Scotland entered into the firft League with Francei Yet, accofdirig to ddiers^ it was- their King 

Achaius who, in 78 S, or 789^ or 79^, made the firlfclLeagufc with France ; Achaius^ having, it fefems^ 
afiiilied Charlemain in Spain againft the Saracens, ahd : ifl '<3erwaify z i\Qd\n1k the' Saxons. This* ^League, 
which was fo often renewed, and fb long continued" between thbfe tSvd Nations, was much* more 
to the Advantage of France than of Scotland. Achaius a'lf6(fay the Scotijh Writers) ferit to Char- 
lemain? Claudius Clement, and John de Mailros? (and not Alcuin, as fomc erroneoufly have fold) two 
learned Men for that Age, who laid the Foundation of the Univerlity of Paris. But the Saxon 
Writers make OJfa King of Mercia, to fend sllcuin. It is, indeed, more probable that Offa King 
of Mercia fhould fend Alcnin (who was an Anglo Saxon ) to Charlemain? than that Achaius did it. 
Yet ic may be true that the Scotijh King fent other learned Men thither, and that Achaius fent 
Charlemain Scotijh Troops, (commanded by his Brother) who were afiifting>iri his Wars in Saxony 
and Lo7nAardy y and againfe the Moors of Spain, and fent Charlemain alfo certain religious Perfbns 
who were inflrumental in propagating Chriflianity in fome Parts not as yet chriftianized. But 
the probable Account of siuuin is, that Charlemain hearing of the Fame of Alcuin, the greatert 
Man of this obicure Age, obtained of Offa that he fhould be fent to him 3 where he remained 
the reft of his Days. He wrote of Divinity, Hiftory, and the liberal Arts, and proved the Means of j 
Charlemain* s founding the Universities of Paris? Tows, Tholoxife, &c. Mis Works v/ere printed 
in Folio at Paris Anno 161 7 and his Chara6ter was much to the Credit of our Saxon Anceltors, 
jrirtihmii\\?Ac a being a Divine? Hiflorian, Orator? Philojophcr, Poet? and Mathematician. Charlemain having in- 73^ 
j^ukc by cutrk- tirely reduced JVittikind and his Territories to his Obedience, carried him to France? and beffdwed 

on him the Country of Angria in Wejlpbalia, (after being baptized) 1 with tlie Title of Dukedom. 
From which Prince \JVittikind\ Hugh Capet, who- was crowned King of France in the Year 587, 
was defcended. 

Many .W«"j tmnf- l n the fame Year, 7S5, (tho' others make it in 794) Charlemain tranlplanted 10,000 of the 
fiwufdV^ principal Families of Saxony into Brabant and Flanders, and others of thern into Switzerland. 
Jlri*!!!/. an °' " * c was about this Time that the (hitherto) barbarous and pagan Danes? firft invaded and even! 
The Daw fuA in- ravaged England : And that they continued fuch I'nvafioris, more or lefs, from the Beginning of 
vade En & L.mL the Reign of Egbert King of IVeffcx, until the Norman Cbnqueft ; in which long Space of Time, 

they feldom left us any considerable Refpite from Invafidns and Depredations. They were not 
properly Danes alone, but a Mixture of divers northern People, joined at fi'rff together merely for 
the Sake of Plunder. But when thofe Nations became ihtirely chrijl'iahi^ed, towards the Begin- 
ning of the Xlth Century, they fell into a lefs barbarotis way of malting War, and became gra- ! 
dually more civilized. 

Cha-kmai* ghrea It was in rhis Year, according to Helvicus? that Charle')Hain gave the Names they now have, all; 79c 
Names weight of over chrijtendom, to the twelve Months of the Year, and alfoto the Winds-, i.e. only to the four; 
the 5 z^mns, card i na i Points and to the four next important ones, viz. N-Eajl, NJVejt, S-Eajt, S-PFeft. But] 
but the other 24. t h e Invention of the other 24 Points of the Winds, (iidw" called the Compafs) are of a much 

]^cri f nv-mcu U by later date * bein S faid to have beeh invented by thofe" of Bruges in Flaitd&s, who in the Xllth, 
thole 'of BntgaJ XHIth, XlVth, and XV th Centuries, were gr&at maritime Traders ; it being obfervable,. that all 

Chrijtendom have adopted the fame Method of Stile with regard to tlie Names of the faid 32 
Points, sis in the Dutch Dialect; Whence it is hot improbable 7 that they were firft invented and 
named by Dutch People. 

C/W^/V« P; ojeft According to Dr. Howell's Hiftory of the World, (Vol: It. p. 3. Chap, 1.) Charlemain, for the 
For uniting i"? promoting of Commerce in his widely extended Dominiolis^ is faid to. have formed a Frojedfc of 
and the U<umbe. unit}n g Q f the two great Rivers of the Rftirie fdllnVg'inttj tlie Gehnah 1 Ocean, and the Danube 

falling into the Euxinc or Black-Sea, and 1 corifequcntly between tlie German and Black-Seas, with- 
out failing up the Mediterranean Sea. For -vtfhicli Erid, he'eaufed a Trench to be dugout, of the 
Breadth of 300 Feet, fo as to receive large Veflels atild it was' 'two Miles in length. But it 
teems the Ground being fenny and lboie'by the grfcat- Rains of the Autiahin Seafon, what they 
dug by Day was filled up in the Night. 
Cor.imcrri:ii Trcaiv t)ur ®ff a -> King of Mercia, having complained to Charrlemain, that Englijhmen travelling to- 
bc-twetn (turunda wards Rome, were much molefted not ohl^ by the Saracens?\ then pbfleffing the Streights of the 
a»ul tjjfH King of Alpcs, btit alfo by CbarlcmaiH's Subjects, B6th : in France atail" Italy. Charlemain hereupon cc grants 
Mcrcm. t t jLcave to fuch Englijh as went in pilgrimage to Rome, to pais freely 



cc 



and peaceably. But th sit 

if any fhould be found amdhgff them* who* go* thither hot on a Religions Account, but mctely 
for Gain, he tells Offa$ that they fhould "pay the cuftdmary Tolls : Promifing, however, that. 
tc his Merchants Ihould have legal Patronage and Redraft of Grievances* upon Application to 
tc him." This was in a Letter from ChdYleindvi to Ojfa y wherein he tells hihi, " That he had 



cc 



fent Gifts to the Churches in his Dohiinioris 1 , and to hirnfelf one Belt, a^Hiajni/h Sword, and 

S n£\™u? tS ° f tC tvro Silken Ve fi* r (HoteM, ibidcmO ^ j 
grca a ut,. ^ fcems there had been* ib great a Variance " between' th'ofe two Princes, that Commerce was! 

forbidden on both Sides ; and that Offa lent frequent Embiiflics to Charlemain before he coin id 
make him his Friend. Hereby alfo we may lee ^the' grc?it Vahie put ih riibfe* Days on Silken Gar- 
mentSj as well as the Antiquity of 2V/i lafd on Pilerchahhize pafling as well by Land as by Sea, 
through other Princes Territories, : 

Tha Cbrijiian begin About this Time alfo-thi? GhYiftian PfiHces of Napnr began to gain ground on the Mdors of" 
"JS*™ °» Spain; by taking niahy Forts ffoni them, btttli in Nhvhr a'nei Sffragoii. 

cLrlZaiTv !™"' CfaHeiiiam invades Hungary, takes Buja, 'ahd' affer eight Ycafs War itniaofes a Tribute on the 
quiflics the //«//- Hungarians* leaving a Governor over thehij and a' Nuiiiber 6f ' eiergy to" cKriftianize theiii 5 tho* 
zariaw. for fome Time longer to little EffecT:. . ' •' '- 

Flanders mntle a GharleiMih creates" Lidcric'k de Harlebeck^ then great FoVelM- of' Flhhderi, the firft Count: or Eart 
County. of that noble Province from whence : defcended many fucc&driig ; Earls tif Flanders. 

The Dunes, &c. firft According to Sir James Ware's Antiquities and Hiftory of Tre/and y it was in the Year 795, that 
invr.de . the Coafts of t | ie j) anes ant { Normans, ox Eafterltngs t (as he exprefies it) firft infefted the friftt and Scotijh Coafts ; 

J* eland anil Scot /a/nf. _ \ 

3 and | 
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798 they infcfted the Province of Ulfter, and alio the Hebrides or weftern Ifles of 



795 Scotland. 

Many Authors are of opinion, that all the Netherlands. 
where Aix-la-Cbapcllc~noYr *ftands, was Foreft, and much- life 
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f Aik-la-Cha- ^ lf 5 ovc -y ot lts ' l QX 

. JL . • Son hp a. 

that Prince's 



3oo 



hunting Horle's poaching one of his Legs into fome hollow Ground, which made way for the 
fmoaking Water to break out* and proved the' Occafion* about this Time, of that Emperor's 
building of that City, which was afterward his tifual Refidence, and the Place of the Coronation 
of many fucceeding Emperors* 

Cbarlemain having about the Clofe of the VHIth Century compleatcd his Conqueftof all Saxony, 
it is fit here to give Ibme Account of the great Things he did in that Country during this Cen- 
tury only, before we proceed to the IXth Century. 

The Scholiaft on Helmoldus, (Lib. i. Cap. 4.) gives us the Dates of ten Bijhopricks founded by 
him, to. 

At Osnaburc. 



Anno 772 Bifcomicks founded 

' ' - bv Ch rt attain in 



Halberstadt (or Osterwick.) (*) 776 QermiJj. 



EM EN 

Mwdjsn 



779 
780 

Paderborn (or Herstell.) (*) 784 
Magd 



Muns 



784 



•ER- 784 

Verden (or Bardewick.) (*) 786 

HlLDERSHEIM. 



Ham 



Names 



796 
798 



Bifhopricks now erefted v/crc afterwards removed to them. Thus, for Inftance, Magdeburg was 
not built until Otho the Grcafs Reign, who, Anno 967, made it the Metropolis of the Slam, and 
an Archbifhoprir.k. [Helmoldus, Lib- i. Cap. 6.] And Bardewick being deftroyed by Henry the 
Lion, in the Xllth Century, that Bifhoprick was removed to Verden ; and fo for the other two. 
The Dates of thefe Erections will fliew the Progrels of Chriftianity in the more northern Parts of The Progrefr of 
Germany, where all was Pagan before. Yet the Slavi, who inhabited a Part of that Country, were ^Ti^i aniix }^} Vi 
not fubducd nor reduced to Chriftianity till long after this Time, viz. until the Xllth Century, 
by Henry the Lion, Duke of Saxony and Bavaria. But at this Time, and long after, the Nortal- 
bingi (as the Writers of the Middle Ages often call them) or Slaroi, viz. all the People North of 
the Albis or Elbe* from the Vijlula caftward, to the German Ocean weftward, remained Pagans ; 
(as Helmoldus and Adamus Bremenjis allure us) which the Situation of the above Bifliopricks, the 
only ones erected by Cbarlemain fo far North, does in lbme meafure confirm. Neither were the 
Countries of Pomerania and Mecklenburg, nor the Ifles of Rugen, Ufedom, dec. at the 
of the River Oder* fo foon converted, to Chriftianitv* fas will be fecn^i bv at lea ft 2 c 



ma 



difemboguing 

Yet 



Lewis the Godly* Son and Succeflbr to Cbarlemain, beftowed vaft Pofieflions on the Bifhops and 
other Clergy, as did alfo moft of his Succeflbrs, who alfo ufed fundry other Means (fome of 
which were far from being juftifiable) for the Advancement of Chriftianity in the Countries k 
the Slam, &a in thole north Parts of Germany. 

Favine, in his Theatre of Honour, (p. 71.) fays, <c That Cbarlemain himfelf inftitutcd a cruel 
Inquifition againA: the Pagans in Germany which proved a Model for that in SDain ; wherebv 



Perfons of the greateft Note, taken in Idolatry* (to which the IVeftphalians 
clined) were hanged up dire&Iy. So that they spared neither rich nor poor. 
It was the befbrenamed Lewis the Godlv who erefl-ed 



Mifllonaries 



Hamburg into an Archbi/hoprick 



into Sweden, though with litde Succefs as yet, in the laft named Country they generally remain- 
ing obftinate \x\Paganifm for fcveral Centuries after. And the German Writers fay, that the Foun- 
dation of the City of Hanover was coeval with that of Hamburg. As the planting afid propa- which proved the 
gating of Chriftianity, and particularly of the above-named new Bifliops Sees in Germany, intro- Means of advami 



duced a new Set of People, Cuftoms, and Ufag < 
fiich Cathedral Churches, and the Bifliops 



eraoiy mcreaieci tne values wnere ~* ' 

Houfes were erefted. It alfo over urnpe 



between 



chriftianized Countries of Italy, France, Spain, and Britain, whereby their Superfluities and 
Produdts were mutuallv communicated to each other: and Gcrmanv o-radunllv receiwH new T ,icrl-ir_<;_. 



Thus the pro- 
nt of Commerce, 
1 bv no Means 



Improvements, and InftruAions from the before-named Co 
ning, Vine-drejfing, Mannfatlure, and the other more-imihec 
pagation of Cbrtjlianity in that Country, proved-greatly condu 
both with them and the other Countries above-mentioned, 
be juftified, to take fuch Mearures for the Propagation of the mild Religion of the Gofpel as 
thole Gallic Princes took, and particularly Cbarlemain himfelf , yet much Good came out of that 
Evil, in many Refpe6ts, by God's over-ruling Providence. 

The Saracens firft, and afterwards the Lombards, having deftroyed the City of Genoa, Charle- CW, "main r* (tores 

main defeating the former, and driving the latter out of Italy, caiifed Genoa, about this Time, *? **fl v . ,d anti . 
to be rebuilt and reftofed to its priftine Luftre ; and alfo the famous City of Florence, which fcems rum acmc5of 
to have lain 250 Years in Ruins, according to MachiaveF^ Hiftory of Florence, Lib. ii. Thus this 
great iPrince mayjuftly be faid to have laid the Foundations of the Revival arid Increafc of 
Commerce in both the North and South Parts of Europe. By his Cbhqueft of Italy, and by his and proves the firft 
rebuilding and reftorihg of fundry decayed Cities in" that Country* he firft put thofe Cities upon RcvJvc f °(" c 9? 1 - 
that Spirit of Commerce, Manufacture* and Navigation* for which they were in after Times fo South L-J'S 
juftly ; famous. Here, therefore, we may fix on the * firft Beginnings of what may be properly Europe. 
called the Revival op Commerce in Europe, after the Gonqtiefts of the'Barbarians of the North and 
Nortb-Eaft had parcelled out* the weftern Empire anr 
remarkable Time, the Normans and Moors, or Sard 
Vou L 
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Yet ftill fabfeqiierit to, this 
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dry Pares, did greatly obftruCt and retard the Progrcfs of the hopeful Beginnings made at this ! A. D, , 
Time: Altho\ in fpite of all Oppofition, the free Cities in both the extreme Parts of Europe^ at J 800 
length forced their way into Traffick, as ivill be gradually illustrated hereafter. 
Charhmnn declared At this Time alio, Charlemain having overturned the Lombardic Kingdom, and played his Game 
Emptrwf the tf'tf/. f ucce fsfully with the Sec of 7&w/*, already become "too powerful to be dilbbliged, his Dominions 

were of an immenfe Extent. He was become Mailer of all the North End of Italy \ from Rome to 
the yllps. What was South of Rome ftill remained to the Greek Empire, excepting what the Popes 
had gained in Sovereignty (by the Greek Emperor's fupinenefs) in the neighbourhood of Rome 5 
which papal Sovereignty was now conliderably enlarged by Charlemain* s .Bounty -, [the fpirilnal 
and temporal Powers playing into each others Hands'] For as Charlemain enlarged the fovereign 
Territory of the Pope in Italy., his Holinefs* in return, gave him the new fplendid Title of Emperor 
of the IVeJl * which Title has been continued down to the prelent Time, though foon transferred 
from France to Germany. ^ . 

His vafi Dominions. To fay the Truth, his Dominions feemed to merit fuch a Title. For, as Sleidan* Vcrtot* and 

many others remark, he was the firfl: Monarch whofe Dominions extended over all ancient GatiL 
AH the Kings of France before him were Matters of only that Part of Germany lying between an- 
cient Saxony and the Rhine* (together with the Low Countries) and between the Rhine and the 
Sala* together with Franconia* (or Sivabia) and Ba'varia * Charlemain added all Saxony? to- 

gether with Pannonia* Dacia* Jflria* and part of Dalmatia* (i. e. Aujlria* Hungary* Croatia* Stiria* 
Carinfbia, Friuli* &c.) His Predeceflbrs poflefled only that Part of France betwixt the Rhine and! 
the Loire? the Ger?nan Ocean and the Balearic Sea * whereas he added all Aquitain and Langucdoc* 
and as far as the Ebro in modern Catalonia* and all the North Part of Italy. So that from the German 
Ocean and the Ebro in Spain* in the Weft, to the Tiber in Italy* South and to the Baltic Sea to 
the North, and to the Fijlula* and even to the Confines of Bulgaria and Thrace (as fome write) 
caftv/ard, his fupreme Dominion was acknowleged. 

The IJ'ifi-Goths* who fettled in the Soudi of France* gave to modern Languedoc the Name of 
Goihia* and it had likewife that of Scptimania \ for which latter Name Dr. Mafcoa's Hiftory of the 
ancient Germans quotes this new Emperor's Teftament, that Name being derived from the follow- 
ing feven Cities, viz. Botirdcaux* Agen* Ferigueux* Angoulefme* Saintes* PoiElicrs* and Toloiife which 
feven Cities with their Diflrrifts, were firfl: named Septimania by Sidonius Apollinaris* but was after- 
ward afcribed to that whole Country, when remaining in the Hands of the Goths. 
The ami 1^ this laft Year of the Vlllth Century, (fays Mezcray) the Danes* Normans* and Saracens* 

the 5/r»v, ra com- commenced their Piracies on the Coafts of France* thefe in the Medit err mzcan* the others in the 
mcr.ee their Piracies Ocean. Charlemain looked after them both, and dVreftcd Veffels to be built and Forts to be 
chc fame crafted in feverai Places. " The Piracy of thofe Infidels, (fays he) was as well an Efteft of their 
mUm - c Zeal againft Chriftianity* as of their Thirft for Wealth and Plunder, For Charlemain 7 * Con- 

" qtiefts having driven Idolatry, firft, beyond the Rhine* and, at laft, beyond the Elbe* into Den- 
*> c mark* whither many of the German Pagans with their Priefts had retired, who burning with 
cc the ardent Defirc of avenging their Gods as well as the JLofs of their Liberty, made perpetual 
* fc Excurfions, and principally exerted their bloody Malice on fuch Priefts and Monks as they 
** could light on, as being thoJfe who had deftroyed their fuperftitious Temples and falfe Gods." 
Thus we have exhibited a general View of the State of the ^cfiern World as it ftood at the 



End of the Vlllth Century- 



NINTH C E N T U*R Y. Its Character. 

The IXth Century may in general be laid to have been full of Darknefs, Difbrdcrs, and Vicif-J £ 
fitudes * the Strongcjl (as Voltaire exprefles it) rifing upon the Ruins cf the V/'eakeft* in order to be at 
length thrown down by others. 

The main fecular Charadteriftic of this Century was the Introduction or rather Eftablilhrnent 
of the Feudal Law into France and Germany ; from whence it came into England* at or about (tho* 
Jbme think long before) the Time of the Norman Conqueilr. A Conftitution wherein the Landed 
Men were diftinguilhed by the Appellation either of fuperior Lords or dependent Vaffals. The Cities 
or Towns of the laft named three Countries were then very inconfiderable, moftly no better than our 
greater Villages and open Burghs of modern Times,, and their Inhabitants were at befl: but in a 
flavifh State both in Germany*. Fra?ice>. and England. Such Cities as had been confiderable in the 
Times of the Romans being now, through the Barbarity and Confufion of the laft three Centu- 
ries, very much decayed, and no 7?ezv ones of any Note having as yet fprung up. For all the 
important Commerce and fine Manufactures of Europe* were as yet iritircly confined to die Italian 
Cities, and to the Greek Empire ; ,yet Flanders and Brabant now began to be improved. 

From the very beginning of this Century,, and even whilft Charlemain lived, (and which he 
fadly lamented towards his latter Days) the Danes or Normans committed moft cruel Ravages on 
the Coafts of Germany* the Netherlands* France* and England 9 keeping the coafts of thofe IM ations 
in perpetual Alarm, whilft the Saracens with equal Fury ravaged the Coafts. of the Mediterranean 
Sea- This was enough to obftruCt all maritime Commerce, as indeed it effectually did- In 
Fjiglaiid* Egbert had almoft entirely reduced all the feven Saxon Monarchies under his Subjection.. 
Yet thole Ravages kept the Englijh in conftant fear throughout this Century. 
* Some Woollen and Iron Manufactures exitted in the South of France* as well as in Italy* in 
this Ceiitury and there was fome Trade from Marfeilles* as well as from fufcany*. to. Alexandria 
and other Levantine Ports. 

The incomparable King Alfred of England* makes moft. excellent Regulations in his Kingdom, 
and promotes. Learning and Commercq,. and alio Difcoveries of diftant. Countries, Tet Ignorance 
and its concomitant Bigotty were in their very Zeniths Even Cardinal Betlarnmie admits*, that 
there never was an Age more illiterate than this, in' which a Studycr of Mathematics or Philbfbphy 
was deemed, a Magician* Yet we are obliged to the Arabian Mborr. for the excellent Invention of 
!the ten arithmetical Figures we now ufc, being by them invented in this Century ; an Invention fo 
„much more ready and ufeful in all commercial Affairs than either the Roman or Greek mariner of 
. Numeration,, that It well merits die higheft Praifc. The Church*, (by which was. then, always to. 
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P. | be tinderftood the Clergy folely) daily increafed in Powef land Wealth* .at the Expehce not only 
of die Emperors, but of all other Cbriftian Princes ; upon whom 1 the Popes, the Bijhops* the Abbots* 
and other Clergy, were continually gaining ground. The newly-eftabliftied wefterh Emperors, 
who {tiled thernfelves (a3 they ftill do) Roman Emperors* contributed not-a little to the aggrandizing of 
the Popes* and td the weakening of their own Authority, by fixing their Refidence in Germany inftead 
of Rome ; thereby leaving Italy to the Intrigues of the Popes : Whereby alfo (as will be feen) 
ieveral Cities began to render themlelves independent, and alio gradually annexed confiderablc 
Territories to their faid Cities * as Florence* Pi/a* Genoa* Venice'* &c. "Whereby, however, Com- 
merce fooner revived in thofe Cities than in any other Part of Europe* and from whence* in 
gradually fucceeding Times, it was probably the fooner propagated, even co the remoteft Parts of ir. 

Sundry Italian Lords alfo, of great Wealth and Power, had, notwithftanding the Overthrow of the 
Lombard Monarchy, obtained a fort of defpotic Dominion over certain Fortrefies, and even Provinces 
of Italy* under colour of Homages either to the Greeks* or elfe to the new weirern Empire : Which 
Lords had frequent and violent Contentions amongft thernfelves, as well as with the papal See, 
and made many Encroachments on each other, and on the Imperial Rights, whereby the Empe- 
rors thernfelves were frequently called into Italy* and more frequently interpofed by their Substi- 
tutes. Yet the declining Greek Empire ftill held a confiderable Part of Italy (confirmed by Char- 
lemain himfelf, by a Treaty Anno 802) until the Xlch Century, when the Normans got puflcfFion 
of all that remained to that Empire, both in Italy and Sicily. 

Mezeray oblerves, .that all the Princes of the Earth either loved or feared Charlonain the new Cl%»rh main riihcr 
weftern Emperor. That Anno 801 , Aaron the haughty King of Pcrjia fent him Jewels* «SV/*^ !^^ij]j7-^Tth Cd l>: 
Spices* and a large Elephant* &c* u 1 ,c * a ' 

Mod Chronologers firft begin about this Time to give a diftindt Series of the Kings of Den- The rr gi^nr Ptirtfj 
mark* beginning with Getricus. Their own Hiftorians* however, give us Accounts of their Kings ChronoSogy of ihcir 
and of their Achievements much farther back, tho' very little to be relied on, any more than Kin S s ; coni ~ 
the like Accounts of lundry other Kingdoms of Europe. 
\ioi\ Anno 802, Charlemain repaired the famous City of Florence* which had been fadly defaced by the 
Barbarians. 

The farne Year Engclram* Earl of Flanders* laid a Foundation in that Country of its fucceeding W** 1m bc^n 
Wealth and Commerce, by his having cleared it of Thieves, and fctting his People on cultivat- bc iin P rovcd * 
ing their Lands. This Prince alfo built or repaired many Forts and Churches. 

About this Time Charlemain tranlplantcd 10,000 Saxons* from beyond the River Elbe in Holftein* Has a Colony of 
into Flanders and Brabant* at that Time, in a great degree, conlifting of uncultivated Forefls. f^^^dxo It 
This Tranfplantation of Germans thither has fo fixed that Language in thole Provinces, as to re- ^4 2^"^///!° ' 
main to this Day, tho' much mixed with French in the South Parts, and with Low Dutch in the 
Parts next to Holland* 

It is here proper to remark, that in Charlemaitfs Time, as there were real Coins of Gold and A View of the Value 
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Day funk Ibmewhat below one Sixtieth Part of it. have funk the ml 

Fortius likewife Rttddiman (in his Notes to his Preface to Anderf on* stfhefaur us Diplomat um et Nairn/- Value of their 
matum Scotia?* Fol. 59.) quotes Francifcus Plancius 7 s hiftorical Commentaiy on Frenc b Money, as his **' PuUnJ - 
Authority. "Which is likewife farther confirmed by Monficur Voltaire* (as above) who lays the 
Livre remained on that footing for two Centuries after * but he thinks that, as there were many 
Denominations in Afia* Greece* and Rome* which were merely Ideal Money, as above ; fuch as the Ideal Money Jc- 
greater Sefiercc* the 'talent* &c- lb the Livre in Charlemain* s Time (like the Pound Jlerling and fi°«l- 
Mark) was of this kind, but was divided into 10 real Coins and Parts called Sols* and each Sol 
into 12 Deniers; — " Yet, by little and little, (fays Voltaire) the Kings, in their Neceflity, (to the 
u DHgrace of almoft all the Governments of Europe) fometimcs mixed it with Allay, and fomc- 



times leflened its Weight : So that the Sol* which was originally equal to a modern Crown - 
cc piece of three Livres* is now ho other than a light Piece of Brafs with about an eleventh Part 
cc ill Silver. The Dutch (continues he) have deviated left in their Livre* or Pound Flemifli* than 
" the -French from their primitive Rulej and the Englijh* in their Pound Sterling* lefs than the 
cc Dutch * a Dutch or Flemijh Pound being now worth about iz French Uteres* and an Englijli Pound 
" Sterling worth about 22. French Ltvrcs" Voltaire thinks, (how truly, is hard even to gucls) 
That there was then nearly as much Money in France and Italy* arid towards the Rhine* as at 
prefent; if (lays ' he) a Judgment may be juftly made from the Prices of Provifions then and 
7WLV* which are nearly the lame y but that in the northern Countries, Money was much more 
** fcarce." ' Here we cannot hfclp thihkihg him much rriiftaken. For it was the Silver Mines 
found in Germany arid* other Parts oiEt&opc* in the Xth and following Centuries, Which gradually 
increafed the Quantity of Money and the Price of Neceflaries, even prior to the Difcovery of 
the Trcafiires of Spdnijh America. 

Chronologers generally begih to • count the Princes of Poland abotit this *Time, commencing with The Beginning of 
Tiuhe Popiel* who difed abottt the Year 823. To fay the Truth", there can bc very little De- ? hr S"S ,qs)% 
- " " "f efpecially ^of the more n / Chronolog / of 

ntnes who coiild write, and a great Part of 2T«- 
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any jrams to rccora puonc jrramaccions rne Remembrance of tlie moft ropr rre little to be 
eminent 1 of wliiehi in thofe- dark Times, was merely preferved by Songs, handed down from JP^J^ °^SST 
Father to Son, and' fey 6£her icgfefh'diiry Stories which were prelehred by Pcrfohs of very tena- c "uld write at all 
ciriuls Memories' v jiv 5 whole *PdwerV therefore, it wits to add, to leifeh, or othcrwiie alter fuch £3 1. * 
Memoirs at tlieir Pleafure, as Caprice, a romafitic' ; Ti)knf' of Mind, or other Induceriifcnt tnight 
influence tKenr/ " ' 
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The Commence- 
ment of die certain 



With re 



:fpe£t to the Hiftoiy and Chronology of Norway (or the Normans) there teems* (ac- 1 A. D. 
. cording to PVerdenbage/fs Tra&attts de rebus-pitblicis Hanfcaticis* in Folio, Francofurti 1641. PartIIL.| 8qa 
chronoiofiy of /V(7r- Vq1 { Cap ^ to bcaChafm of 600' Years, m. between the Year 200 and 800,. for want of 

* 1<2 ** Hiftorians. And that nodiihg can be, depended on before the faid Year of our Lord 800. 

/Wr/has already a By this Time the Venetians had gradually gained a very beneficial Commerce with- the Ports of 
g'e.it Trade for the Levant belonging to the Greek Empire* from whence they, began to bring- the Spices*. Silk* 
Spices, Silk, :s c Drugs* and Fruits of the Eafi* in great abundance ; and by means of their Shipping, now grown 
with the Pores of the numerous ^ as we jj ^ by Land Carriage, they fupplied the reft of Europe with thofe delirable 

** v ' tfif " Merchandize. This Commerce was even then judged to be of fo much Importance to' Venice* 

that when the new Emperor Charlemain was about to declare War * againffc the Creek Emperor 
Nicephorus* the Republick of Venice chofe now to make a fecret Alliance with that Greek Empe- 
ror, notwithstanding Cbarlemaiifs great Power, rather than rifle the Lofs of that Commerce, 
Which Alliance, however, afterwards drew upon Venice the high Rcfentmeat of Pepin King of 
Italy* Charlemain's- Son, who attacked that Republic, and had well-nigh deftroyed it on this very 
Score. For having, in 808, beaten Nicephorus* s Fleet, he, in 810, attacked and defeated that of 
Venice* and did other Miichief to that Republick, &c. [See Effai de CHiftoirc du Commerce de 
P'euife* in i2ma Paris 1729, p. 54. and Morifoti Orbis MaritimusJ] 

It was not till the Year 804, that Cha?'lemain* after various Succels and terrible Conflicts, com- 



<ubJued till now- 



80. 



J low the ancient 



pleated the Conqueft of Old Saxony* then (as already noted) larger than both the modern Saxonies* 
comprehending almoft all Germany between the Rhine and the Elbe. Thofe People had before 
lived happily, without any accumulated Riches ! fupporting themfelves by Tillage and Pafturage. 
^•wlivedtilinow. The imn y excellent Mines fince found in their Country* were utterly unknown to them. They 

had good maritime Ports and Rivers, without fcarccly any Shipping or Navigation, any farther than 
perhaps a few Boats for crofling over the latter. Charlemain obliged thofe People by violence to 
embrace Chriftianity* very much againft their Inclinations, who were extremely zealous Pagans * 

Clofe of laft Century erected a Bifhop's See at a Place, then, as well 



and having at the 



as 



founded, now, named Hamburg* on the North Shore of rhe Elbe* containing till then only a few Huts,, 
in \ u% h.inpy Siiua- but finely fituated in point of Navigation on lb noble a River. Here, for the greater Security of 
t.o:. cicunbcd. new jy con q Ue red Dominions, he built a Gallic, as he had before eredted a Chrijlian Church 5 

from whence, even before his Death, Chriftian Miftionaries were fent into the neighbouring 
Denmark. He alfo deftroyed the Idol worlhippcd here,, after being in Perlbn obliged to crofs 
the Elbe again, to reduce the revolted Nortaibingians* i. e. the Country fo named by the Latin 

Yet thofe northern People in Nortal- 



t3 * w " — ~ - ' "«h a 

Writers of thofe Times,, as lying North of that River. 



7».7-rt>iy^obfHnateiy bingia* &c. frequently returned to their ancient Paganifm* not only in this Emperor's Life-time, 
per&ted in- by the but in fucceeding Emperor's Reigns, as \vill hereafter be feen^ 



r 

The South Part of 

Scoria nit 7 and the 
City of Rahtburgb* 

now and later are 

fubjrefc to the Nor- 
thumbrian Sa.vo/jj. 



According to Archbifhop Ujher* lyrrel*. and other Hiftorians, the Countries of Galloway and J S05 
Lothian* the City, or rather Caftle, of Edinburgh* together with all that Part of the Lowlands of 
Scotland* almoft as far as the Anglo-Saxon Tongue was- then fpoke, (i. e. to the two Friths of tiie 
Rivers Forth and Clyde) were anciently, and particularly at this Time, a Part (and a very con- 
liderable one) of the Northumbrian Kingdom of Bernicia * as the Names of Places within that Cir- 
cuit (fays tyrrel in his General Hiftory of England) do fufficiently make out * being *// Anglo-Saxon 
ones* and neither Scotilh nor Irifli. The laid great Prelate alfo fuppofes, not without much pro- 
bability, that, during the Confufions in the Northumbrian Kingdom, about the Year 805, the- PiEls 
and Scots conquered from that Kingdom the Countries before-named. cc Yet the Englifli Kings 



cc 



(fays Tyrcll) did long after maintain their Claim to Lothian* and the City of Edinburgh was ac- 
tually in the Pofieflion of the EngliJI) Saxms about 100 Years after this Time." 



cc tually in the Poneflion of the E?2gHJh 0/2 
Anno 807, the Danes and Norivegia?is 
James PVare's trijh Antiquities, Chap. 24. 



bu*t founded- 



( '.' */»• 'hi cHn- 
bh';he:> L*tt:~r; or 



landed in Ireland* and deftroyed Rofcommon* (fays Sir j S07 
James Ware's Trijh Antiquities, Chap. 24.) at the fame Time they deftroyed. the Abbey of St.. 
Cohimb* or Icoimlcill* one of the weftern Ifles of Scotland, 

Charlemain profecuting his Conquefts and Improvements in Gennany* founded the City of | 808 
Drefden on the Elbe in modern Upper Saxony* for a Curb to the Bohemian Sclavi 5 and like wile 
Naumburg in the lame County, on the Sala* for a Bridle to the Vandals. 

It is alfo faid that Charlcjnain eftablifhed Couriers or Pofts in Germany* France* and Italy* for 



]*i!nchinl 7iti.tj % 



Letters and other DHpatclies ^ which I prefume were no others than that Emperor's own proper 
Mefiengcrs, and employed in his own Affairs * again revived by King Louis Xlth above 000 
Years after, and not Pofts for all private Mens Affairs, and at their Expcnce, as in our Days, 
Commerce not being then confiderable enough either to bear .or require it. 
x According to a Treatile in Folio by an anonymous Author,. Anno 1689, intitled, ^he happy 
wZlt^aT Fntmn State England p 8 3 " Parochial Tithes were not eftablifhed for the Clemy in England 

* " till about the End of the Vlllth or the Middle of the IXth Century." And his Reafon for 

this Opinion is, " Becaufc the Divifion of England into Parijhes was not made before the Ifime 
tc of Honor ins Archbifhop of Cantcrbmy*, Anno 636." Which, if thefe £)ates be right, is no folid 
Reafon. - 
r » rbvrh: drives Charlemain* affiftcd by twenty Venetian Ships, drives the unfortunate Dcfidcrius*- the laft King of 
hyUkriuji the iafl the Lombards* out of the Adriatic Sea. And fince this once famed Lombard Kingdom was now 
JCing of Lombardy 9 quite overturned, we think, it may not be amijs to caution our Readers^ with relpedt to a Point 
quite out of the M- we rea d of i n many Authors, That the Invention of Banks, Exchanges- of Money py I jfiilfa 

A^Caution concern- anc * °^ Merchants ylccottnts after the Method of Double Entry* is afcribed to. the Lombards.. 1( ' ' ( Thi|\ 
ing the Time of the muft not be underftood of the Lombards before /this Deftruftion of their Monarchy .for: tliele! 
Invention of Banh % Points were ^ not known in fuch early Tonics : But it . is meant of the free -Cities of chat*.Rart, ojfi 
&c * Italy ftill called Lombardy* about three .or- four Centuries later than this TJimel They, had f great 

Dealings in England* undbr' bur". Notman^ jKings, : iis Bankers and Vfurcrs* and gave Name/: to, a fa- 
mous Street in London*, ftill much inhabited by, Bankers. . * 



The Ravages of the In the mean Time, the Daiies and Normans (or Norwegians) had begun to ravage the ^Coate 
^TcCi/^X W, °^ thc ^^r%^4 .and pf France, running up [t even lhallow. Rivers, far into rthe Countryriwtth 
Method of ojppofmg * eir finals Veffisls for, Pillage -, : , a^ainft y^hpm.Mo/i/o/^ (fo often quoted) makes Charlemainls&zvi- 

Commander, Rutland* or Roland* to fight witK'iundry Squadrons at the Mouths of .il^Elb^ 
Rhine* Seine* iind Loire'* where alfo he placed Troops, and erefted Watch-towers, with Fires, oh 



ahem, 
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them 
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thefrr in the Night-tijne, and Smoke in the Day-time*' Tfor. alarming, : the Countries on. the Ap- 
proach .of thole Invaders. For altho* Cbarlemahi had .made , yaft. 'Land .Conquefts, he ,was not 
Mafter on. the Seas.*; againft fuch Swarms of itliofe Veflelsi which royedj,eyery where, on. his ex- 
tended Goafts.. Thofe- Ravages obliged the Cities on arid .Jiear xh^ t Rhhte } to enter, into a^Cpnfe- 
deracy fort their mutual Safety and the Protedtiqn of Travellers and; Commerce, even long be- 
fore the famous Hanfeatic Confederacy ^commenced. , '. 

The iame Precautions did that wife Emperor take at ..the Mouth, of the River BJwfne, againft and alfo thofe of ihe 
the Ships of both the Greeks and Saracens in the Mediterranean-Seas.. And;yrc find .the Qomman- GWj md Sara «*'* 
ders in Chief of thofe Guards and Ships are, in Charlemain's Capitularies, called, Comites ad 
cujlodiendam oram maritimam deputati. i. e. Counts appointed for the Guard of the maritime Coafts. 
Cbar/emain 7 s Admiral had the Year before rcpulfed the Fleet of t:ie Saracens or Mqors^ of Barbary, 
with the Lofs of 5000 of their Men, in their Attempt on the Iflands of Sardinia and Corjica. 
After which the Saracens invaded the Ifle of Crete, belonging to the Greek Empire, where they The Samcem change 
built the City of Candia, which afterwards gave a new Name to that once famous Ifland. f hc Name of Crete 

The Danes and Norwegians? compelled through Poverty and- the Barrennefs of their Country, ^CmL^nd' 
continued more and more to infeft the Britijh Seas 5 and in this and the following Century they Daw, their Rava- 
proved fo fuccefsful, that the Trade of Sea Piracy began to be efteemed honourable infomuch, ges in Britain and 
that (according to many Authors) the Nobility, and even the Princes of the Crowns of Norway, Fr « K "- 
Denmark, and Sweden, emuloufly ftrove to excell therein. cc Their (lender Vefiels (fays Voltaire) 
" had two Sails, belides the Ufe of their Oars. They ufuaily contained about 100 men. Their 
ct Provifions were falted Flefti, Bifcuit, Cheefe, and Beer. Anno 845, they had the Bold nels to 
cc fail up the Seine as far as Paris, (which then had only wooden Houfes) the Inhabitants with 
44 their King, Charles the Bald 9 flying thence with their beffc Effefirs, the Normans burnt Paris, 
LC and were afterwards (hamefully bought off by that, wretched King with 14,000 Marks of Silver, 
cc which only emboldened them the more." About the Year 830, their Fleets were commanded 
by the very Sons of Regncr King of Denmark, in their ravaging the Coaflrs of France -, whilft 
another Fleet of them lays Scotland and Ireland under Contribution* . They failed up the Rhine 
to Cologne Anno 839, and burnt both it and Treves, and alio Nimeguen. At Aix-la-Cbapelle they 
turned the Imperial Palace into a Stable^ deffcroying Churches, €sfa every where. From France 
they land in and ravage Gallicia but are driven thence by King Remir I. widi the Lois of 70 
of their Ships. Next they plunder Sevill, and the adjacent (Country. Laftly, they fail up the 
Mediterranean, and plunder feverai Towns in Italy. There is fuch great Uncertainty and Con- 
fufion in the tixftory of thofe Times, that the precife Dates of their feverai Expeditions in. this 
Century cannot be afecrtained ~, and we therefore choofe.to throw them, -here together,- without 
any particular Date in the Margent. Louts Guicciardin*, in his Description of the Netherlands, 
printed in French at Antwerp, (in Folio, Anno 1582, Second Edition) fays, . that thofe northern 
Pirates in the Times we now Write of,' made the Zealand IQes On the^Goaft of that, Co.untry, and Zeland Ffles fenced 
particularly IValchcren, their Magazines, where they - lodged their: .Plunder. i ;They .even fenced in the Danes* 
in that Ifle with Dikes from the Fury of the Sea, built Houfes therpin, and cultivated . the Land; 
and it was from it that their great Leader Rollo fet foil for his fo fticce^fUl In vafiqp " of .and Set- 
tlement in France, herein after mentioned. They likewife had, in the- Year 831, facked Antwevp Depredations of the 
and iViickland 5 which laft Werdenhagen calls an Emporium, at the Mouth of the Meitfe. In their Kormans and Daw* 
facking of Hamburg and its Church, and rare Library* &c. Anno 845, (which they, were foon q^,^ 1 
forced to abandon) they employed, no fewer than 600 Ships, (as they are called.) In the laid 
Year 845, (as before obferved by Voltaire) they again failed up the Seine, deftroying all Things 
on both Sides that River up to Paris, which, howeyer, they were not able to take* w And 
tc when (fays Mezeray) they were pretty well laden with Spoil, they were foon tempted with 
<c Prefents made them by Charles the Bald, to withdraw themfelves, after ravaging Picardy, Flan- 
tc ders, and Frifeland. In 848, they furprize Bourdcaitx, and take IFilliam Duke of Gafwny Pri- 
cc loner. " — 44 The French (continues Mezeray ) were then fo feeble, as to let them make that City 
tc their Storehoufe and Armory for feverai Years from whence, Anno 852, they .again failed up the 
ct Seine, plundering and burning, Cities,. Churches, and Monafteries. • Next Year they failed up 
" the Loire, plundered the City of Tours, burnt Churches* as-before. Anno 857, Hading, the 
cc Norman, invaded and ravaged France ; and thence-failing into the Mediterranean, lie-invades France 
<c again on that Side up the River Rhofne. Anno 862, : they harafs France with 200 Ships up the 
" Seine. Anno 869, they, made the French King, JLoids II. buy diem off with a Sum of Money. 



cc Anno 876, they make an Irruption into Germany* And Anno 880, they again invade France. 
Anno 882, the Emperor Carolus Crafftis having farrounded them with his Army, they agree 
to depart ; and Godfrey,* one of their Leaders, upon turning Chriftian, that Emperor gavehipi 
a Chriftian Princels, and the Dutchy of FrifiaJ Anno 889, a Party of Normans^ or Danes be- 
ing in Champain, failed down the Riyer Marne r to Paris,, where loading their Barks upon Wag- 
gons, they carried them round below that City* (.which it is pre{umed they durft not attack) 
and launched again into the Seine, and fo to th'e« Sea, plundering *all the Coafts as they foiled 
along.'* Mezeray goes on. He ■ lays, 44 Anno. 890, two Norman Leaders having fhipped 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



100,000 Men in Denmark, Norivay, and Sweden,, they entered j.t;he River Mettfe with 90,000 
tc of them, leaving the reft to ..guard their Vefiels but they were- in the End defeated by 

Germany." cc If any wonder (fays Mezeray) whence there could come fuch vaft How fuchvaftNun* 
Numbers of Normans^ we muft-firft/obferve, that all* the .diflplute and pilfering French (and the bcr 3 of Kormans 



Arnold King of 



cc like of other Countries) joined with them. Arid* idly* That* belides, thofe northern Countries could come from 

■* - ^ 1 . Countries now Co 



were then .extremely populous* -and .all thofe Inhabitants, greedy <of Plunder,, lifted and enl ~ ^ 0 " people, 
barked themfelves * to; go and rob. fuch rich and ( fertile Nations. And, in the End, there 
cc v?ere fo many of thofe Pagans either. deftroycd~ or, ? eUe^ became fettled Inhabitants of France, 
" -that thofejarge Territories. of. the North remain unpeppled to ^ this \ very Day. Thus (continues 
" he), in^thefe Jaft Ages, Spain, v >yhich once fwarmfcdywith Meii*^is / almoft become a Dcfart^ 
cc thro* the avaricious Humour of/hcr. Subjc£ts in ^ trajilpor ting u themfeives to die New World, 
cc \yhere.are the Mines of .Gold;. an.d;Silyer-, they .fo mucli hanker after/' 

Much about the Beginning of this Century alfp* 2 the Enemies , of Cbrifiianity of another fort, 
viz. the Saracens or Moors, triumphed as much in the. Mediterranean^ as the before-named nor- 
Voju* I. L thern 
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The Saracais or 



the 



them Pagans did in the more weftern Parts. 
Maori cruelly in fell } n the Y ear 807 or 808, mattered the Me of Crete •* and altho\ Anno 827,' they met with a meat 

1 ot C Overthrow on the Coafts of this Ifle by the Greek Emperor Michael's Admiral, vet the very next 

Year, 828. Ambulac^ Calmh oif 
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terrtmtan. 
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Corfica 
mengat 




eafed ; yet, in 830, tlifcy went on with lacking, burning, and otherwife 
£s?c. on the Coafts of Italy* France? and Sardinia •* at which laft Ifle Ermine 
m at Land, and alfo in Corfica ; from whence Bonifi 



after 



African Coafts, and gave them feveral Overthrows. Yet they foon 
Italy* and befiege Rome itfelf, burning tlie Vatican and other Churches, £f?r. in its Suburbs and 
in other Cities. Their Fleet befieges Tarentuw* whilft the combined Fleet of the Greeks and 
Venetians attempt its Relief, Anno 843 * but are foundly beaten, with the Lofs alfo of many Ships 
richly laden from Syria ; and they next take and deftroy Ancona. slnno 846, they vanquifh the 
Greek Emperor Bafilius's Fleet on die Coalfc of Crete. At Sardinia they made the Cbrijlian Inha- 
bitants to fly to the Continent of Italy for Shelter. Yet it feems the Dukes of Beneroento and of 
Capua being at Variance? were fuch bad Chriftians? as the Former to call in the Saracens of Sardi- 
nia^ and the Latter their Brethren of Spain* to their Aid ; and they fortified themfelvcs in that 
Part of Italy* exercifing their Fury for twenty Years together. So little maritime Strength had 
the Cbriftians of Europ* to rcpell thole Barbarians^ and ib melancholy was the Condition of Chrif 
tendem in thofe Times, that from the Mouth of the River Elbe to the Bottom of the Mediter- 
ranean Sea, there was fcarcely any Part of the Coafts thereof that could be deemed fafe to in- 
habit, unlefs where there were ftrong Holds. All which before recited Accounts, plainly de- 
monftrate the low State of Commerce and Navigation in Europe* more efpecially in thofe Conn- j 
tries lying without the Mediterranean Sea, And according to Peter Baptijta Burgus* in his Book ! 
de Domini o SereniJJinue Gcnuenlis Reipublica in mart liguftico* (Lib. ii. Cap. 6.) they afterwards' 



Inhabitants 



Genoefe 



jr + — 

Yet, in ge- 



Commcrce and Ma- 
nufacture?', their 
Staic at this Time. 



neral, it is plain that the Saracens were an Overmatch tor the Cbrijlian naval Force _ w . 

Cojjjlantinople* during this Century, ftill retained much of its priftine Grandeur, abounding in 
Shipping, Merchandize, and Manufactures* and had great Correfpondences in Perjia and India. 
Sea Affairs being neglected by the Succeflbrs of Chartcmain* the Moors from Africa and Spain* by 
poflefling Sicily* Sardinia* &c. rendered the Commerce of thofe Seas almoft impracticable, not- 
withftandin^ the Efforts of the Venetians? Genoefe* Pifaiis? &c. againft them. But to return to our 

Method. 

According to Mr. Voltaire? (in his General Hiftory of Europe) Charleinain was an Encourager 
of Commerce at this Tfrme as* far as the Genius and State of the Age would permit. c< At 
" Lyons, Aries* an&ttours in France* and at Rome* Ravenna? &c. in Italy* they had many Manu- 

JVbolleh Stuffs?- anil Iron Manufactures inlaid with Gold and Silver, after the Man- 




cc 
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ner of Afia. 



Glafs 



woven m any Town in the 
Yet about this Time the Venetians began to 

r cry uncommon."* Our faid 



weftern Empire, nor till near qoo Years later. 
cc import wrought Silks from Conjfantinople 5 but it feems Linen was 

Author gives the following Ihftance thereof, viz. That ** St. Bonift m mm 

** Bifhop, defires him to "fend him Cloth* (I fuppofe he meant woollen Cloth) witli a large Nap* 
tc for him to make ufe of in waftiin^ his Feet;" cc probably (adds Voltaire) this want of Linen 



of all the Difeales ih the Skin, known by the Name of Lcprojy, 



State of Commerce 

and Manufactures 
in Chrijlcntiom. 

Char iemain mifenr- 



44 fo general." 

About this Time there were Merchants, not only on the Coaft of Tufcany? but alfo at Mai - 
feilles* who traded to Alexandria? tho* then in the Saracens Hands : For Venice and Genoa had not 
as yet, engrafted all the Commerce to the Levant. * 
Venice* it is true, began to be confidcrable in "Wealth and Commerce ; yet Charlemain could 
nes in an Attack on nQ ^ w i t hout Refentriicnt, fee that State (hew more Favour to the Greek Empire than to him. In 

order, therefore, to chaftize the Venetians? (fays Mezeray ) he carried his Fleet up the Adriatick 
amongft the numerous fmall Venetian "tfles ; but for want of knowing the Channels, his Fleet mit 
carried, and retired with lofs. Soon after this, in the Ifle of Rialto was built a Palace for the 
Doge of Venice* and another for the Bijbop? in that of Qli<uolo. And by degrees they joined all 
thofe little Iflcs, lying very near one another, by Bridges, which at prefent conftitute the noble 
aiid renowned Gify of Venice. 

having deftroyed the Caftle of Hamburg? it was rebuilt by Charlemain* Anno 811. 
And from this Time, fays the learned Lambecius? (ih his Origines Hamburgenfes* Lib. i.) Hamburg 
afiumed the Name and Form b£ a fortified Tovjn ; of which fort, as already noted, there were 

Saxony till Charlemain\ Days ; foe People dwelling together in open Burroughs and Vil- 



Fnricfs gradual 
increafe. 



808, 



810 



Hamburg was the 
firfl. walled Town 
in Saxony* 



Sn 



none in 



Lords or Chiefs, in wooden 



cc 

oc 



tVcrdenbaven 

uu*-j>wnm Hdnfeaticis* Vol. I. Pars iii. Gap. 19. [ <c Urbes. profetio tnunitas Saxonia noftra. am 
quam de Garolomdgnb fuit dcbellata, non habuit ; — Sed 



et maenibus 



Lambecius. 



Nets, 



ppiaa tanquam mummenta lervitiii, et ctrcumdata retibus lultra dcclinabant."] i. e . fays 
Lt Our Saxony bad no for tifie^ for the; ejleemed Towns 

furrouhded with Walls* as no better thaa fledges of Slavety? or as Dens furrounded with "Foils or 

The archie^ifcppal See began to be creaed here by Charlemain? and which was com- 
"7 his S P n Lewis the Pioits? (Anno 833^) [Adam Bremenfis* Lib. i. p. 6.1 proved of creat 
c ?^ vcr g??g the Pd&ns iii Its Neighbburbpod, For from the College of Monks and 
Fhcfts here er^aed under the Eye;of the Archbifhop, were Mimonaries fent forth all over Saxom 
and even int 9 Denmark and SwidiW?^ where- the firft Seeds of Chrifiiahity. were fown 6y them the? 
trequently obftriiaed and iHtci^Rteaiby the Pdgiths. Even Hitmburg itfelf was fo often faclted 
by the pagan Vandals? Slavi* Danes? Normans? &ccl that the Arclibiftibps judged 5 it fafer to remove 
S? r ^T nce fo i Bff>»en; which thereby gaiiied a Pre-eminence which Hamburg thus toft, 
rhofy Miffions probably proved the Beginning of any Correspondence or CommeFce between 

Germany 
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A. 1>. I Germany and Sweden? unlefs poflibly the Pagan Vandals ajid Sfavi, on the Coaft of Pomerania? 

811 might have fome fmall Traffick thither prior to this Time. 

About this Time, (fay the northern Hiftorians) a final Period was put to- the City of Winet once a 

\Vinetum\ . on the Me of Ufedom? pppofite the Mouth of the River Oder on the Coaft of Pome- So-JcdClhc' 
?ania? by Hemmingus King of Denmark? who, according to Meurjius? began his Reign Anno 810. & aK J m } 
Great and fweliing are the Encomiums on this Town by fome of the German Hiftorians of the 
Middle Ages. Meurjius? indeed, (in his Hiftoria Danica? Lib- ii- p. 37.) calls it only \urbem opu- 
lentunt] an opulent TtouDn? long peacefully inhabited by both Vandals and Saxons ? until falling into 
civil Diflentions about the Sovereignty or Dominion thereof, the above-named Hemming King of 
Denmark? feized on it and deftroyed it. But Helmoldus who wrote, in the XII th Century, his 
Chronica Sclavorum? down to the Year 1170, which was continued to the Year 1209, by Arnoldus 
Abbot of Lubeck? with the Notes and Corre£fcions of the two others, [Litbeca?? Anno 1 659, in 4to j 
calls it the greateft Emporium of Europe? and of a vaft Extent ; altho' its very Scite be at prefent 
covered with the Sea. Yet a little more than half a Mile from Land, near the Town of TVolgaft? 
may (according to Wwdenhagen) be yet difcovcred its Foundations, and even fome of its Streets, 
as alio the Ruins of many magnificent Structures. That the Sea, indeed, covers the greateft 
Fart of its Ruins, and yet that Part of them which is leen, is much larger than the whole Cir- 
cumference of the City of Lubeck. Helmoldus fays? that when it was deftroyed, as above, the 
Swedes from the Me of Gothland? carried away whatever of its Ruins were curious in Workman- 
fliip and Ornaments, either in Iron, Brafs, or garble 5 as alio Tools, Inftruments, or Veflels of 
Silver, Copper, orTinn; — ramongft other Things, two brafen* Gates of a vaft weight. — That On the Ruins of 
from thence fprung the Splendqr an.d Wealth of the once famous City of TVifbuy? and its ftately ^mX^?!^ 
Houlcs ; more fplendid (fays PVerdenhagen? fo often already quoted) than even the Palaces of ji mp o«ium, its an- 
Nuremberg or Cologne. Wijbufs Hiftory (like many other Matters treated of by thofe old nor- dent Splendor, 
them Hiftorians) is treated of very obfcurely. They fay it was built by Foreigners in the Ifle 
of Gothland ? — that the Citizens had frequent Broils with the Natives, of whom they deftroyed 
many, Anno 12885 after which Magnus King of Sweden permitted them to fortify their City ; and 
as they applied themlelve* extremely tp Commerce, it foon became the greateft Emporium of all the 
northern Countries. Her Sea Laws are . ftill prcferved, and were for feveral Ages the Standard 
for all Europe North of Spain? who (as. thofe Writers lay.) all traded thither. — That civil DiiTen^ 
tion did, however, at length bring that beautiful and opulent City to Deftru6tion. Yet thofe 
Hiftorians do not clearly acquaint- us when on how it came to pais. The fame Helmoldus? in ano- 
ther Part of his faid before-quoted Work, makes Harold King of Denmark? who was vanquifhed 
by his Son long after this Time, CQ retire to IVinet? where he died, Anno^o% tho* the Daniftj 
Writers contradjdt this, and fay he died at Julin? another famous Emporium on the Ifle of 
Wollin (now a poor Village called Wollin) in that Neighbourhood. Helmoldus writes ftmdry other 
Things concerning IVinet? which fo nearly refemble what he writes of Julin? deftroyed alfo by 
the Danes in the Xllth Century, (viz. Anno 1 1 70) which has made Werdenhagen? JDr. Heylen? and 
others fo much confound thofe two Places, as $0 afcribe to the one what is faid 6f the orhen 
So that the confuted and feemingly romantic Stories of this kiwi given us by thofe clowdy 
monkifh Writers of the Middle Ages* muft be read with much Caution* To conclude this 
Point of Wvtct ; it is at leaft highly improbable that- fo fine and opuleiit a Place, as they have 
defcribed, fhould have cxiftcd, fo, far Norths and fo far back? as the Time affigned for it. 
And it was much more likely that it was deftroyed confiderably later* perhaps- in the latter 
End of the Xth or rather in the Xlth Century, when, by the very great Improvement of Germany? 
it might have been confiderably remarkable for Cpmtncrce and Wealth; tho' probably much ex^ 
aggerated by thefe old Writers : Whp alfo make Slefivick iix thofe Times to have been a famous Shfiv ti r r , C L- * fr- 
Emporium or mercantile City, till deftroyed by Fire and by Rapine, and has now only a Caftle ^ous liinponum 
I to perpetuate its Memory ; its Merchants fettling firft at Ripen? and next at IViJbuy. vtj**!***. 

812 || Gharlemain? at the Entreaty of BiofK King of Sweden? fends certain Prieftg to inftrutSt his Peo- ChrMjan;:\ herun 

pie in the Chrijtian Religion j and thereupon a Bifhoprick was cftriblifhed at Lincopen. From to bc r rf[ P«s :!le l 111 
about which Time, ( u e« in the Year 813) Chronologers. begin their Series- of the Kings of Stvc- ^!!^'7>" s ccrt .,. tl 
den With, the Name of King Biorno? that Country till now being. Icarcely known to the Chriftian c\\\«uk \ ^\ o.m- 



8l3 



Part of Europe? and indeed very litde for fome Ages, later. 



mrnCos. 



Altho* fince the Decadence of the weftern Rotnan Empire,. Learning had been greatly funk Learning, when imi 
amonaft the Chriftian- States, and till now had been very much- defpiled by the Saracens ? yet ip : lh f t xv '*; l> rc " 



I 

9 

1 

I 
1 



about this. Time the laft-named People feem to have taken quite a difltireac Turn, and now began ^ MOr -i/snr/if 
to encourage the Sciences. Profeflbr Ocklcy? in his. Preface to; his; fipfl» Volume of the Hiftory of 
the Saracens, writes,, that in the Reign of the Caliplv Almamoun? vtho was the 27th after A<Ha/Jcmct? 
and began his Reign in the 19.8th. Year of tlie Heg ira? which he makes to anftver to the « 8*3*11 
Year of the Chriftian JEra? Learning began to. be cultivated to; a very great degree, eipecially 
Aftronomy and other Branches, of the Mathematicks* 

The Caliph fpared, no Goft to. procure fuch Greek Writings as excelled in. this refpedt ; and he 
alfo encouraged fuch Pcrfons* as feemed. inclined to ftudy thenii The Progrels of thofe Saraccnical 
Improvements feemed no lefs wonderful than that of their Arms; F017 in a- few Years after 
they had entered upon Learning, they had plenty of Tranflations out*., of Greek h\H£athcmaticks? 
Philojbphy? Phyfic 9 Botany* &c. Which, love of Learning was not. codfifted* to the Sam&ens of die 
Eaft? but was diffufed throughout the whole Saraccnical Empire, and wasi firft brought- ftom the- 
Eaft into Africa? where- they erefted many Univerfities, and from, dience- pafied to their Brethren 
in Spaim Infomuch,.that when. Learning: feemed to, be. quite loft in^ did Chriftian. Parts* of Europe^ 
it was reftored tp us by the Mborsl or Saracens who. hdid f come from. Africa intoi Spain to which 
Moors the Cbrijlians owed what Philofophy diey tlien< had. amongil therin^ For the Greek- Tongue 
did not come amongft us of the IVeft? until the taking *of Gonftantihople by xhc c Furks 7 Anno ^453. 
And amongft the other moft ufeful Arts brought into, > Europe* at this Time- by die Arabian Moors?' 
the rtcn Ciphers? Figures? or Digits now iifedi by ail! Eiirope.m their* Arithmetic, (tlio" others- iay not 
till 991): was- one* It is faid this liappyrand eafy Method was^origihally; brought' from Itidla into 
Arabia? (as was alfo /the Ganie'ofiCZw/5/j the Method 06 accounting by« die Letters: of the Alphabet? 
jpraftifed by the Ancients, not being near fo. expeditious. 

In 
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A fcparatc Moom ifo 
Monarchy creeled 
in MoioccO) 
and another in 



►, a feparatc Monarchy of Moors or Saracens was ere£ted in Morocco, whole 
en named the Miramolin, or Miramomolin, tor it is written both ways. And 
Monarchy, in the Time of the Caliph- Ahnamon, was efedbed at Cairo- in 



A.D. 
813 



Egypt* whofe Head aflumed the Title of Soldan. 



toever 



Charlanaitfs Death 

and L." 1 1.1 racier. 
He was greatly in- 



tnoie leparate 

ancf independent States might be from the Refidence of* the grand Caliph, they ft ill continued 
to pay him a great Deference, as being Mahotriefs Succcfibr. \A.nd as the Ghrijtiavs crowded in 
Pilgrimages to Rome, to vifit the Tombs of the Apoftles, and to receive his Holinefie's Beiie- 
di&ion, £s?£. fo did the Mahometans to Mecca, (and do ftill) for viftting the Sepulchre of Mahomet, 
that City (Mecca ) being governed by an Officer called the Chcrif, appointed for that End by the 

Grand Caliph rcfiding at Bagdat. 

This Year is memorable for the Death of the Emperor. Charlemam, the moft renowned prince 
that had been in Ch?iftendom fince the Fall of the weftern Roman Empire. He had been (as we 
flruincmfnn^ have feen ) g rcat ty inftrumcntal in fpreading the Chriftian Name all over Germany, and thereby 
cre.-.fing of ChriiH- aifo he laid the Foundation of much additional Commerce in Europe. He was likewife certainly 
anity m the North very inftrumcntal in promoting Knowlege and Learning in his vaft Dominions. He is faid to 
of£br^,and ilurrc- j iavc ^ vcri Q erman or Dutch Names to the* four cardinal Winds or Points of (what we fince call) 

cUni^ o| n 5om- the Compafs ; as alio to the twelve Months of the Year, fuch as they both now have, the High 
merce. Dutch being his native Language. 

Why ihcSarncem He faw, and fadly lamented, towards the End of his Life, die increafing Ravages of the Sa- 

racens in the Mediterranean Seas in which they were fuccceded by the Normans. The Power 
of the former, however, from the Cloie of this' Century, gradually declining, chiefly proceeding 
from its being fplit into many different Branches, whereby the Chrifiians recovered many Terri- 
tories they had ravifhed from -them, as did likewife the Turks afterwards both in Afta and Africa. 
Jn Ck** Av/Ws In Charlemain** Time, Bells became very common in the TVcft, where (as we have elfewhere 

Time, Bells were obferved) they were fir ft invented ; but they did not as yet make any very large ones. " The 
Churches, OV. 'wore " Churches ffavs Mezerav) as well as molt of their other Buildings, were almoft all of Wood. 

xnoltly of PVnod. 

Charlemain s Bridge rn m 

crofi the Rhine, of his Chronica, (p. 493.) remarks, that the Timber Bridge Grofs the Rhine atMe?xtz, which that 

Prince had cauled to be cre<5ted with immenfe Labour and Skill, and which took up ten Years 
to compleat it, being half a Mile in length, was burnt down, in three Hours Time by command 
of Richolfus Archbifhop of Montz, becaufe upon it Thieves in the Night-time robbed Pafien- 
gers, and then threw them over into the Rhine. A very lame Reafon for deftroying ib vaft a 
Strufture. Charlemam was prevented by Death from his Intention of erefting a Bridge of Stone 
in its ftead 



this Century 



" Yet it was ordained that die Altars fhould be made of Stone/-' 
In this laft Year of Charlemaitfs Life,. Marianus Scotus, a Monk 



The Partition of the 
French Monarchy 

after Charlemahfs 

Death. 



His Son, Louis le Debonnaire, being a very weak Prince, (fays Mczeray) the Glory of the 
French Monarchy greatly declined under him, and was quite reduced after his Death, when his 
Sons, after much Bloodftied, agreed on a Partition of their Dominions, toss. To Charles the Bald, 
the weftern Provinces, [/. e. pretty near the* Bulk of the prefent Kingdom of france.] To Louis, 
Germany, or Eaft France. And to Lothaire, with the Title of Emperor, fell Italy, and alfo the ex- 
tenfive Lands between the Schcld and the Meufe, the Rhine and the Saone, afterwards made a 
Kingdom, from him called Lothari?igia, i. e. Lorrain, (tho 1 at. prefent only a final! Part of thofe 
Territories bears that Name) the Country fince named Brabant being then named Lower, and the 
reft the Upper Lotharingia. 

cc In behalf of Charles, one of Lothaire's Sons, Burgundy, (fays Voltaire) which before had 
ct been ere£ted into a Kingdom, was divided into two Kingdoms ; his Kingdom was named Aries, 

cc 
cc 
cc 



Provence) which City, 111 the Time of the Romans, had been great and opulent, but was 

very inconfiderable 5 as indeed may be faid of all the Cities Weft and North of 

Thele lefier nfcw 



Charlemain z j ufl: 

Encomiums in 
general. 



Italy. The other Kingdom was named Burgundy tfransjurane, about 888.° 
Kingdoms were not long after moftly fwallowed up in the two great Monarchies of Germany and 
France j altho' for a fmall Time afterwards moft of them were reunited under Charles the Grofs, 
who died in 887.; but by his Weakness again difmembered : So as Germany was never after united 
to France. [See another Account of Burgundy Kingdom, Sub Anno 878.] 

This difmembring of Charlemain 9 s Dominions, encouraged the Normans foon after to invade 
France in vaft Swarms. It appears (fays our faid Author, and many others) that the Veflcls which 
brought them thither from J' ;me, were very fmall and ivorthlefs, going very eafily far up the 
Rivers into the Heart of the Country. This fpeaks the low State of maritime Skill and Com- 
merce at this Time, better than a thoufand Orations could do. Altho 5 the French Writers tell us, 
that Charlemain filled the French Havens with fhippin^ \ fince it is plain he was not, like the great 
Pompey, powerful enough on the Seas to deftroy thofc Sea Robbers and Invaders, Thofe Wri- 
ters, however, beftow their Encomiums, in general, on 

" Mezeray ) fpent certain Hours daily in the Study of Grammar, Aflronomy, Theology 

employed his Treafure in rewarding of Soldiers and Scholars, in building of Churches and 
other publick Structures, repairing of Roads, Bridges, and Havens, and- in making Rivers 
navigable. — In civilizing of barbarous Nations. — He bent all his Aftions to the Welfare of 



very 



He (fays 
See. He 



cc 
cc 



cc 
cc 



Subjefts 



HtUltJbfim Founded. 



/, on the XXXIX Articles of the Church of England, [Article XXXVII. p. 384.] 
gives a juft Charafter of Charlemain in a few Words, viz. " That lie endeavoured to reftore thole 
" Things that had fallen under much Diforder in a Courfe of fome ignorant and barbarous 
tc Ages, and to revive both Learning and good- Government." And we fliall only add, that con- 
sidering the vaft Turn his Conquefts and Prudence gave to the Weftern World, he well merits 
the Space he has filled up in this and the preceding Century. 

The fame Year that he died* his Son Louis the Pious is faid to have built the City of Hilde- 

Jheim in Wcfiphalia, according to JVcrdenkagen and others. 

To what has been laid of the Divifion of Charlemain 9 ^ Dominions at his Death, we fliall add 
what Voltaire (in his General Hiftory of Europe ) (ays, viz. " Britany too gained the honourable 
" Name of a Kingdom at this Time, under one Salomon* whoyfrom what Right is doubtful* af- 
* c fumed the Title of King, about the Year 861, (and it feems had fcised on Maine and Lower 

* c Anion) 
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O F T H E ORIGIN O F COMMERCE, &c. 4 t 

A. D. :« Anjott) but it foon. returned to its prefent Name of. Dutchy? a Part of which Country (adds he) Part of ffri/anywao 
814*" was ftill pagan" Which is fome what Arrange, confidcring Charlemai?i*s Zeal for chriftianizing n,n P a £ arK 

foreign' Countries. - 
Sig 1 Egbert? King of- the Weft Saxons? is by fomc faid to have been this Year crowned fole Monarch E&6ert fole Monarch 
of England at Winchejter^ Anno 819. Tho* rnoft Hiftorians make this ten Years later, to. ^^^^£^Jh2 0 
829, when having reduced all the other Princes his Tributaries, he firft gave die Name /j^gi^n " ^ 

of England to the South Part of Great Britain. 
826 So little Ground had the Chriftian Mifiionaries, lent from Germany into Denmark* gained at The D«nei arc dill 
'this Time, that in the Year 826, the Danes are laid by Hiftorians to have dethroned Harold their Pagans- 
King, merely for being a Chriflian. 
829 The City and Republick of Venice muft have acquired very confiderable Riches by this Time, St. /Want's famous 
notwithftanding their having as yet gained no Territory on the Continent; fince in this Year, Jr 11 " 1 ?! 1 . at *' enite 
, 829, they were able to lay the Foundations of fo magnificent a Stru6lure as the Church of oun L 
St. Mark? which contains no fewer than 500 Pillars of Marble. 
832 The Danes land in England? and prove too hard for King Egbert? tho* now fole Monarch of The invade 
and England. Two Years al ter tliey land in Wales? and tho' joined by the Welch? they are worfted " 
8 j 4 by Egbert. 

836 The Fifhing on our Britifn Coafts muft needs have been as ancient as the Ufe of any VeflTels The Fifary of.W- 
venturing on the Sea; fince it was impoflible for Men to (hut their Eyes from the Shoals of ex- W* its Xniiqeiiv 
cellent Fi/h fwimming on our Coafts- Some Writers fpeak of the Netherlander referring to Scot- j^j^^* ifafcj? 
land as early as about the Year 836, for the buying of faked Fifli of the Scotijb Fifhermen ; / ,„j £n namy. 
which they then carried home merely for the Suftenance of their People, whereby the Sects were 
greatly enriched. But it is alledged, that the Scots afterward putting fonie Hardfhips on thole 
Dutch Purchafers, the latter learning the Manner of catching and falting the Fifh themfelves, 



not only left dealing with the former, (to their impovcrifhing) but ftruck into the fupplying of 
orher Nations with Filh caught on the Britifh Coafts* 



I 




evirn to the coming of the Engli/b under King Henry II. cc The Irifli (fays he) had no walled poflbflcd by the 



* s Towns, properly fpeaking for Dublin? Wate-,ford? Limmerick? Wexford? and Cork? were walled Danes. 
tft by the Eaflerlings ? and, as Archbifhop Ufljer fays, it was common to call all the People of 
Denmark? Norway? Livonia? &c. Eaflerlings." u The ancient Habitations of the Irijh (fays 



cc 



■ — * — ' * i/ O - ^ y. j 

* c Ware) were made of Hurdles, and covered with Straw or Rufties ? few of them were of folid 
cc Timber. — They were ufually built in Woods and on the Banks of Rivers, utterly ncgledting 
* c all Trade and Commerce. Nor was it otherwife amongft the ancient Britotts. Of the Caftle 
of Pembroke? built of fmall Rods and Turf, by Arnulphus de Mountgomciy? under King Henry I. 



cc 



cc 



See Giraldns Cambrcnfis. — From this poor fort of Building (continues Sir James Ware) it comes 
to pafs that we have lb few Signs remaining of any Houles or Caftles built by the Kings of 
Ireland before the coming of the Englifh. — Their Food was mean and fiender namely, Milk, 
Butter, and Herbs 5, and their Drink was Beer." In another Place he fays, " That the 
Irifh Hiftories fay, that the Danes poflefled themfelves of Dublin and the neighbouring Country, 
which we call Fingall-? i.e. the Country of Foreigners? the ancient Irif/o calling all Foreigners 
" Galls." 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



8371 By this Time the City of Bremen was become confiderable. For we find that Wittericus? its firemen grows con- 
jfiifhop, who died Anno 837, had built three Churches there ? one of which Churches, according fiuciablc. 
to Adam? a Canon there, in his Hifloria Ecclcjiaftica? (Lib. i« p. 7.) from a Timber one, he rebuilt 
of Stone ? which, no doubt, was very rare in thofe Days. 

Norway? we find at this Time, was acquainted with the Country on the North Side of Greenland very early 
Davis's Straights? called Groneland? i. e. Greenland? commonly now called Old Greenland? to known to tlm A*/- 



diftinguifli it from Spitsbergen. For in the Charter of Ludovicus Pius? to the Archbifhop St. 
Anfcharhts, and to the Archbifhop of Hamburg? dated Anno 837, (publifhed with many others 
by Undcnbrogitts? Hamb. 1J06? in Folio) [wherein alfo is printed Adam of Bremen** Work 
de Situ Danuc? Src. the Chronica Slavica? [incerti Autoris] and Lambecii Origines Hamburgcnles] 
that Emperor's Words are, cc We make known to the prelent and future Sons of God*s Holy 
tc Church, that, in our Days, by the divine Grace, a Door is opened for preaching the Gofpel 
cc in the northern Regions, viz. Denmark? Sweden? Norway? Groneland, Halingalandon? 3 ' [by which 
under the Xlth Century, we have made it appear probable was meant Lapland] cc Iceland? and 
" Scredctviiidon" [probably Fi?iland? or elfe Finmark] But Pope Gregory varies the Names of fome 
of thofe northern People who were included in this new Diocefe fo much, that fome can fcarcely 
be known at this Day, viz. tc In Gentibus Dancj-um Sueonum^ Nortwehorum, Farrise," [probably 
Ferro Ifies near Sbetla?id? at this Day belonging to Denmark] CL Gronlandan? Halfingolandan?* [pro- 
bably Lapland] ct Tflandan? Scridevindiun? Slavorum ? nec non omnium Septentrionalium et orienta- 
" Hum Nationum." 

The Danifh Chronicle, it iecms, makes Groneland to have been difcovered and known as early 
as the Year of our Lord 770 but, according to the Iceland Chronicle, not till about the Year 
982, it being by this laft-named Account peopled from Iceland by a Norwegian who fled to Iceland 
on account of a Murder he had committed. The Writers of both which Chronicles, ir is plain, 
muft have been unacquainted with the before-named Charters of the Emperor and Pope. 
83 s I This Year put a Period to the Kingdom, and even the very Nation, of the Pitts in Scotland ; T! c P. .r \*non 

they being defeated, and Draf7:en y their laft King, being flain, and that People extirpated by extirpsueJ. 
Keneth II. King of the Scots. 

839] And as, according to Cambden and other Hiftorians, the Orkney Ifies continued under the Go- nr..! the o-hie* lib* 
vernment of their own petty Piffijb Kings, lb long as the PiEiifi Kingdom exilted on the Conti- JwosHt un.f r fub- 
nent of Britain \ thefe laft being purlued by the before-named Scotifb King Kenetb IL to the : a,on 10 lltU 
Orkney Ifles, there, it is faid, they were totally deftroyed, Anno 839, and the laid Ifies were there - 
You. L M * upon 
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upon reduced to the Obedience of the Scgtijh Crown ; and, as we fhall fee in its Place, they folA. D. 
remained for above 250 Years. 



Dr. Howir* judi- 
cious Remark on 



The Pittifli Nation on the Continent generally poflefied the belt Part of Scotland? as Latvian? 
Fife* Angus? Morns? prior, in many Peoples Opinion, to the Scots themfelves* It is, however, 
plain, (as will be feen) that the JPiffs were not all deftroypd at this Time,, lince they afterward 
made one feeble Effort for their Reftoration. Mr. Tyrrell obferves, " That not only the PWi/h 
** Laws, but likewile their very Language is now utterly loll, and the Remains of chat Nation 
** incorporated with thole of the ancient Scots and Saxons /' 

About this Time, and in King Ethelwulp/fs Reign, the Danijh Fleets of Pirates were conti- 
nually infulting and infefting the Englijh Coafts the City of London itlelf, and all the County 
^Tthc '£?J/fi VnZCS of /fe///, being laid wafte by them. Infomuch, that it would be almoft endlefs, and not lor 
Coaftl " S ' J ou *" Purpofe, to recount all the Ravages and Barbarities they committed in this and fucceeding 
Thu Danes lay wnfte Reigns. But it is greatly for our purpofe to quote a judicious Rfemark hereupon by Dr. Howell 

in his Hiftory of the World? viz. That tc had the Englijh? in thole ignorant Times, underftood 
their true Intereft as well as afterward King Edgar did, they had not endured the Miferics riiey 
fu ftered. from thole barbarous Rovers. "There being no way to fecure the Land but by being' 
Maftcrs at Sea. The beft Bulwarks againft thofe hoftile Invafwns being Jloitt and well-maw? d Ships. 
But fuch was their finall Practice, and therefore little Skill in maritime Affairs, that they were 
inferior to thofe Pirates, continually exerciled in Navigation." 

Zirikzee? the oldeft Town of Zealand? (on the Ifle oi'Schoiven) is founded, tho* others only fay 
fortified. Several Authors lay, that this Town was anciently much renowned for its Commerce,; 
having a fine Harbour once greatly frequented by Merchants, till choaked up by Sand 5 whereby; 
its Commerce declined. It is, however, ftill the chief Town of its Ifle, and rhe fecond in Rank 
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London and Kent. 



cc 



<c 



cc 



Z/Vrtean ancient 
Town ol com- 

m erce« 



19 



The T nrh fu ll 
known, and their 

Frogrcls wdlward 

briefly dele rib ed. 



of its Province, being a neat well-fortified Town. 

About this Time the originally obfeure and barbarous Nation of the Turks leave their ownl 8 50 
Country near Mount Caucafus in Scythia? or Tartary? and fetric in Armenia. Two hundred Years 
after, they were invited to the Alliltance of the Saracens againft lbme Princes of their own Se£t. 
But inftead of Auxiliaries, they foon became Maftcrs, and in the End, overturned the whole So- 
racenical Syftem of Power in AJia? under their Leader Tangrolipix and his Succeflbrs, who became 
Sovereigns of Perfia and Babylon? embracing the Religion of thofe they had thus vanquished. 
Next they pufhed their Conquefts weftward witli incredible Fury and Succefs againft the Greet 
Empire, to which, Anno 1453, they put a final Period by the taking of Conftantinople. 
Dan: ft Ravages in The Danes? not lofing fight of England? failed up the River Thames with no fewer than 300 
fn!^m&^HgZi^ Veflels full of Men they made diemfelves Matters of both London and Canterbury? routing the 
*omto»M\ tiuttr- j^ rm y Q £ Beorthulph? the King of Mercia? who had marched againft them. Yet they were after- 
wards defeated with great Slaughter by Ethelnvulpb King of Wejfex? and his Son Ethelbald* 

At this Time the Emperor Lotas II. Grandfon of the Emperor Charlemain? had Wars with * ; 
the Pagan Nations beyond the Elbe called Slavi? Obotriti? Vandali? Sorabi? Sec, (now the Countries . 
of Pomerania? Mecklemburgh? &c.) which (hews that Germany was not yet intirely reduced to the 
Obedience of the Houfe of Charlemain. 
Holland ereftcd into About this Time the Emperor Louis II. (and not Charles the Bald? as fome Authors allege)' 860 



s 5 i 



bury. 

Germany not yet 
quite van qui filed. 
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a County. 



ere£ted Holland into a County, in favour of a Son of the Earl of Frife? (according to Sir William . 
Temple) and not a Son of the Duke of Aqnitai7te? as the Grand Cbronique de Hollande has it. cc It 
tc is probable (fays Sir Willi am Temple) that Holland? in a great Meafnre, changed its Inhabitants 
cc and Cuftoms, as well as Names, upon the Inroads of the barbarous Nations, chiefly Normans 
and Danes , from whole Countries and Language, the Names of Holland and Zealand feem to 



cc 



Hr***Swui b jilt 



.V/ fomc Part of 

ii M>ii\fi ted. 
A lusv.tii.uy Ac- 
count oj that N'ft- 



" be derived." The Grand Cbronique de Hollande Zelande? fays, cc That before Holland was a 
County, Leyden was the Place where the People met to treat of their common Affairs as a 
Community or Republick, which for that Reafbn was called the Chamber of Holland? as far 

cc back as the Year of our Lord Goo/ 9 

Angelius a Werdenhagen? in his T raSaius de Rebujpublicis Hanfeaticis? (lb often quoted) writes, 
that the City of Brunfwick was founded in the Year 86 1. 

Tho* others fay not till the Year 909, by Bruno? a Kinfman of the Emperor Henry the Fowler. 
Although Helvicus? in his Theatrttnz Hijioricum &? Chronologicmn? under the Year 862, fays, 
that the Slavi being vanquiflied by Louis II. King of Germany? were in the fame Year converted 
to Chriftianity yet in fucceeding Hiftories we fhall find that the Slavi of the North Parts of 
Germany remained obftinate Pagans for leveral Centuries after this Time. In the Reign of the 
eaftern or Greek Emperor Mauritius? who came to the Crown Anno 585, they had tranfplanted 
themfelves into Bohemia? Silejia? PoIa??d? and Ruflia ? and they founded the Kingdom of Poland 
under Lechus? and of Moravia under Zechus. The Emperor O/ho had War with them in the 
Year 960-, about which Time, from their Settlement at the North End of Germany,, they infefted 
Canute and Sweno? Kings of Denmark. Anno 1x61? Waldemar I. Kmg of Denmark? vanquiflied them. 
This remarkable People, whole Name is now utterly loft as a People in Europe? (and their Me- 
mory only retained in the Province ftill called Slavonia adjoining *to Hungary) fpread 

-•-—•*—-" * And to rhi 
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their Lan- 



Day the 



guage from the South Shores of the Finland Gulph, to the Adriatic Sea 

Ruffian? Poli/h? Bohemian? Hungarian? and Sclavonian Tongues are reckoned Dialcfts of the old 
Slavonic Tongue. And all thefe Nations, as well its the Slavi ? on and near the South Shores of 
the Baltic? (as the Venedi? Bodeni? Zigari? Obotriti? Sorabi? Vihdi? Vandali? Polabi? Lingones? JVar- 
nabi? Circipani? Scevaldi? Doxani? &c.) pafied all under the general Name of Sclavi by the Ger- 
man Writers of the Middle Ages ; as being all nearly of the fame Language, and Pagans in 
Religion, (Peiferij Origines Lipfienfes, Lib. L p. 35. Francofurti 1700.) 

Hclmoldus fays, thofe near the Sea were given more to naval Excurfions than to Agriculture. 
Their Habitations meanly built of Oziers, €s?r. But their Provilions, Gold, Silver, and other pre- 
cious Goods, they ufually hid in Pits in the Earth. Yet it might be true, as Helvicus allcdges, 
that fome Branches of that populous Nation (tho* whereabout thofe Slavi dwelt, is not now I 
conceive known) might be converted to Chriftianity, or rather compelled to embrace it, by Louis? 
altho* the main Body of them remained Pagans. 

In 
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fo that the Saxon* or German* fell into Difufe. 
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In Howell's Survey of Venice* he fays> that t/r/^ Partitatio* Duke of Venice* did, amongft other Bell* firft ufcd by 
Prefents, fend to Bafiluts the Emperor twelve Bells to Co7iJlantinople* which was the firft Time that tl,c 
the Greeks ufcd -Bells : Others fay this was in 871. 

According to Petavius*- (Sc. it was now that Charles the Bald, King of France* bellowed Flan- Flaitdcrs difmcmbor~ 
ders on Earl Baldwin* who had married his Daughter Judith* as her Dowry. cd from 

The Danes land in the County of p//fe in Scotland* and make a Demand of Pi ff land for the Danifli Oanijb Ravages in 
King, to whom they alledged the lately expelled Pi£is had afligned their Right ; and being bcottqpd. 
refufed by King Conftantinc II. they commit great Ravages there. 

About this Time alfo the Danes conquer Northumberland* through the Treachery of Earl Bruern* The Dan** conquer 
who had invited thither Ivor, the Damp Commander. Kcr:b**Aerta*d- 

The Glory and Ornament of all the Anglo-Saxon Race, Alfred* truly filled the Great* afcends King Alfred's jaft 
the Englijh Throne, at a Time when the Country was grievoufly haraflcd by the Danes * where- Ehgiuw. 
fore this penetrating Prince fet his People on building of Ships, which proved of good Ufe, when \j q huWs Ships, 
the Danes afterwards landed with 300 Ships. This King likewife rebuilt the City of London* ( Anno j Jc 

rebuilds Lonam* 

886) which had been burnt by the Danes* Anno 839. Till his Time, the Saxcn Character only Ho introduces the 
was ufed by the Anglo-Saxons in all their Writings. Alfred* having been," by French Tutors, in- F**c/* Writing in- 
ftrufted in fuitable Learning* introduced the French Character, which was more fair and legible; °* lhc * 

On his Acceffion to the Crown, his People were 1 he general fgno- 
become fb ignorant, that it is faid there was fcarcely a Layman that could read Englifh* nor a Prieft tjuccoi hi» People 
who underftood Latin. He is commonly faid to have been the Founder of the Umvcriity of Ox- lhc {j tt \_ 

lord* (Anno 895) where he eftablifhed four Schools or Colleges, though Cambdcn (ays only dine. > C |,* :l y 01 c»j/W.. 
Some, however, pretend, that before his Time there were Schools of Learning at a Place called 
Greeklade^ which were afterwards removed to Oxford. His Son and Succtrffbr, Edward the Rider* 
is faid to have founded the Univerfity of Ca7nb?~idge* but in what precife Year is uncertain. Mr. 
Tyrrell* in his General Hifiory ^England (Vol. I. p. 306.) fays, that Alfred fetched from Flanders 
(then reckoned a Part of France) Grimbald* a Prieft, and John Scotus-Erigcna* alio a Prieit, tho- 
roughly verfed in all Manner of Literature, by whofe Afli trance he founded the faid Univerfity, 
having alfo got certain learned Men from Mercia to affift therein. He alfo made a Survey of all \r c makes a gencr..! 
England* which was a Model for the famous Doomfday Book of William the Conqueror* about 200 Survey of E*gLt*j % 
Years after. Alfred is alfo generally believed to have divided England into Counties^ Hundreds* and ^jjj-™ dc y^ " ,w 
Tithing* : Yet, doubtlels, there were fomefuch Subdivifions before his Time, though not perhaps 
fo well adapted for the Government of the Nation as his were. All which, though done at different 
Times, we have here thrown together for Brevity's Sake. 

At this Time (as all Hiftorians agree) there were fcarcely any other but Timber Houfes \x\Eng- All Buildings were 
land. Alfred* upon reftoring Peace to his Kingdom, began to build his Palaces of Stone or Brick ; of at this 

was not followed therein by his Nobles, &? c* till many Centuries after. There were Woods rime - 
every where in thole Days, which was a much cheaper Way of building than Stone or Brick : And 
this was then alfo the Cafe all over Europe* Italy excepted. 

Hehicus begins his Chronology of Denmark* Anno 872, with King Tvorus\ becaufe, though the Denmark^ Hiftory 
Danijh Hiftorians affert their Monarchy to have exifted prior even to the Incarnation* yet nonex>f hefore this Time 
their moft diligent Hiftorians have been able to trace their Hiftory in an uninterrupted Series of vcr >* cncc,lam - 
Time, till Ivarus's Reign. 



but he 
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rief Commentary of Iceland, for the firft peopling of htland firft pi.™ red, 

» L V»f 



Its anc ^ an "^ ccou 



This Year is fixed on, by Angrim Jonas'* 
that wretched I/land* which had been difcovered fome Time before by the Norway Fifhcrs. s ^ . . 

being now peopled was, it feems, owing to the Difcoit tents of certain good Families in Norway* * ls * ro ** u - :t » 0 * 
who retired thither in the Reign of King Harold Harfagre* who had changed the Conftitution of 
both Norway and Denmark, It is true, that Iceland is an inhospitable and barren Country, gene- 
rally fhut up by Ice [whence it took its Name] for leveral Months yearly : Yet, as it opened a 
new Scene for a Codfijhery* and produces fome few other Materials for Commerce, fitch as Oil* 
coarfe Cloth* and Brimfione* it may well merit a Place in this Work. Stock-fijh too is became a 
confiderable Article, and in Demand for long Voyages Southward, becaule, though dried by 
Froft alone, without any Salt, it holds dry and fweet during even a China Voyage. It is faid the 
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Icelanders remained independant till the Reign of Haqitin* King of Norway* who reduced them to 
his Obedience about the Year 1260. It could not be the Thule of the Ancients, becaufe (as 
Heylin well obferves) Tacitus* (peaking of Agricoh* fays, Infulas qitas Or cades vacant domuit* dejpec- 
ta eft et Thule : Sine? it was impofiible to defcry Iceland from the Or cades* it being near 500 
Miles North of them. 

It was in the Year 876, that King Alfred the Great firft thought of engaging the Dctncs out at 
Sea, having obferved that his own Troops generally had the word of it in attacking them after 
they had landed \ his Fleet therefore, the fame Year, defeated 120 Danijh Veflcls, and funk moft 
of them, 
fome Time. 



He afterwards gave the Danes leveral other Defeats, and thereby lecurcd his Coafts 



for 
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Fleet beau 
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In this Year lidorifotns* in his Orbis Mori times* (Lib. 2. Cap. 7.) makes the French Fleet otA/V.-w 
KXngLonis II. (fitted the Stammerer) vanquifh the Saracen Fleet twice on the Coafts of Italy ^ whereby x ^t^\\ n *l^^ 
the French got Pofleflion of Calabria. From this Time, however, till Anno 1097, when Franc* " ( : }\Z P ^ 
embarked in the Holy FVa?-* in the Reign of Philip L Mbrifotus finds no French maritime War> nor r-n^r h i< no more 
Expeditions. But though he does not aflign any Reafon for this, yet Pis" 

make it veiy plain. For toward the Clole of this Century, King Charles the Simple* infirm in ; l \? 1 .^*"^*' f u,c 
Mind as well as Body, filffered his Grandees to increafe fo much in Power, as did alio ionic of hU " *" w " 
Succe fibre, that they by Degrees afllimcd to themfolves the independent Property of the Pro- 
vinces, of which they were only the Governors for the Crown. Moreover,, Hugh G;ptJ* (who 'J.wtlu- Ciown of 
afcended the Throne Anno 9S7) for the Securing his Pofleflion, found himlelf at firll nccelfiiated h '™~ c " mc to b ^ 
to confirm to his great Lords what Charles the Simple had fupinely permitted them to anume, iv^:. ^oJJ? c j"|f^ i u 
the Titles of Dukes and Counts of the Provinces they governed, with the bare Refervc of recog- p, evinces, 
nizing their Vafialage to the Crown. Such were the Dukes of Normandy % Burgundy* Britany* Aqui- 
tain* Gafcony* Langucdoc* the Counts of Flanders* Chdmpaigne* and Tboloufe : But the Countries of 
Sa'voy* Danphine* and Provence were then under the German Empire, as being Part of the 

Hugh Capet* however, found Means to re-annex to the Crown v which at that 

1 Time 



Kingdom of AHcs 
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Time had fcarccly any thing properly left of its own) the County of Paris* the Dutchy of France* \ A, B„ 



( 



g 



as then called) all the Lands betwixt the Seine and Loire* and the County of Orleans: So that, i 
ifFe6t, the Kings of France had no maritime Territory which they could call their own, bein_ 
hemmed in from the Sea on every Side bjr their own Vaflkls.. Which State of Things in France 
continued more or lefsfor fome Centuries fbllo-wing, until the Kings of France* eidier by Failure 
of Uliie, Cunquelt, Fraud, or IPurchafc, gradually united them all to the Crown, excepting Savoy 
and Flanders. 

The City of Gaunt in Flanders muft have been of fome Account, even lb early as this Time \ 
fince the Valour and Prudence of our great King Alfred having compelled the Danes (after .their 
great Ravages in England) to accept of a Truce with him,, they from hence went and ravaged the 
famjk or Awv.-.w/ Coaft and Country of Flanders* and found a great Booty in Ghent. Afterwards, joining another 

Brabant, Hainault* Artois, and Piccardy* committing unheard-of 
imous Leader, Hafbings* ravaged the Coaft of France * thence failing 



Gating a n ire of 
£ooJ .V.count at 
this Time. 



Ravages in A' Wrrj, Koc |y 0 f x> anes ^ t h C y overran all 

France, and Italy. Cnje l c j es awi under their fetlK 



*y, by a Stratagem, became Mailers of Luna on the T ufcan Coaft, where 
at Pleafure. Three Years alter this, they made Car lam an* King of 
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lands. 
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The Chr:il : ati m 7?rn 
firil ulcd in pub.ic 

Acl* in GV m ity\ 

S hafisbury founded. 

King AT'T.-t fends a 
Hilltop into I //Jut. 



up the Mediterranean* they 
they committed Cruelty 

France* pay them no lefs than 12,000 Pounds Weight of Silver, after cruelly wafting, the 
Country, 

Eynditis's Ghronicon ZclandUc ( Middelburgi* 1634* 4 to.) tells us how mean the private Hbufes in 
the Netherlands were ac this Time, (Anno 8S0.) being either altogether of Timber, or elfe (as 
many Country Houfcs ftill are in divers Parts) the Walls made of Watlings of Rods, or Twigs,, 
plallered over with Clay. Their noble IVoollen Manufacture was not as yet let on foot in Flanders* 
whereby they foon changed fuch Buildings for more fumptuous ones. In this Year, the Empe- 
ror Charles the Fat is laid firll of any to have added the Date of the Chrijlian JEva to his public 
A£ts. 

This Year is ufually afligned for the Founding of the Town of Shaftjbury in Dorfetfhire* by 

King Alfred. ° _ __ _ 

About this Time, Ki 




Kin 5 Aifitd** St re- 



lents to the Irope, vvtUiam or 
to St. Thomas's, [now called 

whom he brought from thence precious Stones and Spices 
Author fays, did in his Time remain in the Cathedral Church of Shcrbum in Dorfctjlnrc. 

The Danes continuing their Invafions of England* did at this Time fail up the Thames* and 



Some of which Gems, our laid 




Whereupon King Alfred fell upon a Device, which quite difconcerted the Meafures of the Danes ; 
Bv digging of larcre Ditches on each Side the River Lea* he turned the Stream from the Channel, 



and lb left thcDani/h Ships dry; whereupon the Danes marched off over Land, with their Wives 
and Children, farther into the Country, and the Londoners in Triumph went and burnt their Vef- 
fels, whilft King Alfred's Forces purfucd their Army. It is laid the Stream of that River was not 



reftored to its ulual State till the Reign of Queen Elizabeth. Some Authors place this Occurrence 

In the fame Year, the Northumbrian Danes infefting the Coafts of Weft Saxony* King 

have had 



in 895. 



Navigation. 



Alfred conflrufired Veflels longer than formerly in Ulc, fome of which are faid to 
fixty Oars, being loftier, fwifter, and more fteady than thole of the Danes* whereby the latter met 
with a total Overthrow near the Ifle of Wight, all their Ships being cither taken or Junk. 
King JtifieJ encou- Hiftorians acquaint us, that about this Time King Alfred cauied many Ships to be built, and 
rage- Commerce and he let them, and Money alfo, out to Merchants, who (fay they) traded to Eafi-fndia* and 

brought thence precious Stones, fome of which remain ftill in the molt ancient Crown, 

wherewith Alfred and his Succeflbrs were wont to be crowned. But this Tcaffick (fays Rapin) 
could be no farther than the Levant* in which it is more than probable he judges right. Others 
fay, that thofc Ships failed to Alexandria* and thence their People journeying over the IJthmus* 
they went down the Red-Sea to the Coafts of Ferfia* &c. 

Venice, at this Time, was afflicted with many Difficulties ; on one Side by the Narenzians of 

and the mod dangerous of all was 



/VvV - gvis oiit of 
rn.i.iv Duliculujs. 



» » 
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D aim alia , on another, the Saracens of Egypt and Barbary 

from a newly ftartedup Enemy, the Huns and Avarians* who, now united, had afiurned the Name 
of Hungarians * and who, marching through Switzerland into Lombardy, crowded the Lagunas or 

;/ith their Boats made of Wicker, and covered with Hides, in Hopes to » 
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Shallows about Venice wi 



J ,#/ Vs ^urcefitf* at 

~r-Yi>l'.- lid to 

;»;iin (Jaiiti.iciit Ter- 



pofiefs the Riches of Venice* now become very opulent. They had adltially reduced fevcral of the 
Villages on the Iflands in the Lagunas about Venice* or what was then called only the RiaUo. But, 
the Doge having a/Tern bled all his Ships and fmaller Veflels, he deftroyed the main Body of the 1 
Enemies Boats, and made the reft flee precipitately. 

After which, the Venetians obliged the Narenzians (who hud for many Years difputed with; 
Venice the Dominion of the Adriatic) to fubmit to their Superiority. Thus Venice gradually be-' 
came Miftrefs of the Adriatic Sea, which foon enabled her to get Footing: on the Continent off 

nee . 
Kail 



O tn r>fl memo- 

r »*• e />ilc«»v..TV i»f 



Italy* firftof Cabo d s IJlria* next of Commachio* and afterwards of the innre Continent-provii 
of Vcnetia : In Proccfs of Time alfo, of a great Part of the Coafts of Dahnatia* &c. on the E 
Side of the Adriatic* befide many I Acs in both the Ionian and Egcan Seas, many of which, how- 
ever, fhe afterwards loft to the Turks* together with the Morea. The fame Year, 887, the Hun- \ 
garians firft invaded the German Empire and France* to revenge themfelves for the Tribute laid on 
them by Charlemain *, and in their Turn they now lay a Tribute on the Empire, for their engaging 
to avoid farther Ravages. 

About this Time, (or, as Ilakluyt thinks, about 890.) our excellent King Alfred received from 

a Coaft 




Cl't !l v\ Rtijjut. 



£rcat AntKjuit; . 



whicn leems to nave oeen oerorcvery uttic, ar at an, Known to tne sjngiosaxons . j nere s one very 
remarkable Thing in this Account, viz. That he tells King Alfred* "that he fiii led along the Norway 
<c Coaft, far North as commonly the Whale-hunters ufe to travel which Ihews the great Antiquity 
of Whale-fifhing \ though undoubtedly then, and long after, the Ufe of what is ufually called Whale- 
bone v/as not known ; fo that they fiflied for them merely on Account of their I a! or Oil : That thofc 
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Banks of that River. He 



Ruffh 



" call-t 

cc great 



Way, was to increafe the Knowledge and Difcovery of tlxofe Coafts 
ty of fifhing for Horfe-Whqles, (as iie calls them) [L e. Sea-Horfcs^ as 
-Mprfes, as the Dutch name, jthem J which (fays.he) have in th 
id. Excellency, whereof lie brought fome, at his Return, unto 



<c Skin^are alfo very good to make Cables for Ships, and vrcrc fo ufed alfo Seal-Skim were then 
" Mice wife ufed for Tackling and Cables for Ships." What is farther very remarkable in this 
Man's ' Voyage is, thatalmolt qoo Years, awK he . 'firfl: of anv. that we know of rrmHe a mnfl- '.nfl- 



Coaft 



he, firfl: of any, that we know of* made a moft juft 
prion of the whole Coaft of Norway, not only to the North Cape, but down" the 
f Lapland, and fo South, into what is now called the White Sea, or Sea of j(rch- 
Mouth of the River Dwina in Rujia, on which Archangel ftands : Whereas all 
this Difcovery was again utterly loft to us till the Year 1553, as will be feen under that Yean 

;ter of the Danes, and recovered all his Dominions, he made King ^//v A /* s man;.- 
r his People, and for the preventing of Robberies, Murders, excellent Kcgula- " 
en occafioned by the Danijh Invafions and Devaflations. To »5>"*^'' i I ^go..J oi 
>n of England into Shires, Hundreds, and Tithings, that every Xi Cu? ' c ' 

and be accountable to. feme certain Hundred and ^tithinv - A nrl 



condemned or acquitted- Whereby 
"t is laid, in cafe a Traveller left any 
>ra Month after, ffavs Inrufobus) he 



£5? c. by his Hundred or T 1 
the whole Kingdom was b 
Money in the Fields or Hi 



Counties were to anfwer for the 



hundreds, thefe for the Tithings, and the "Tithings for the Heads of Families ; Hujbands anfwered 
br their JVi-ves, and for Children under fifteen Years of Age, and for all their Domeftics : Much 
refembling the Regulations faid to be in China at this Time:) Yet all Authors are not Hie Suite of the 
agreed as to Alfred's being the firft who divided the Country into Sbfres, &c. They fay, Counties, ci?.. of 
he Saxon Word, Scire, for a Divifion or Part of the Country, is more ancient than Kino- Alfred's Kin , g 
)ays, viz. in the Time of Ina, Km S of Wefex : Yet fo wife a Prince as Alfred might, doubtlefs, ffi . ime tothls 
nake many Improvements of this Kind ^ fuch as the increafing the Number of Shires, and adding ' 
the other two Subdivifions, as partly before remarked. 0 
In King Eihelred's Time, who began his Reign Anno 978, the Counties of England were 32, 
viz. Kent, Surrey, Sujfex, Hantjhire, Dorfetfhire, Wilts, Somerfet, Devon, Cornwall, Hereford, Wor- 
ejter* Shrvpjhire, Qhejhire, Berks, Oxford, Glocefier, Stafford, Darby, Nottingham, Lincoln, North- 
ampton, Leiccfier, Norfolk, Suffolk, Huntingdon, Cambridge, Bedford, Warwick, Hertford, Effex, 
Middlefex, Buckingham. King William the Conqueror's famous Doomfday-Book added Torkjhire. 
Afterward, Lancajhire, and the Bifhoprick of Durham, were added, being before, probably, Parts 
f Torkjhire. And on the re-uniting of the three Counties of Cumberland^ Weftmoreland, and 
Northumberland (formerly held by the Scots) to the Kingdom of England, they made up 38 
Counties : It is fomewhat uncertain at what precife Time the little County of Rutland was added. 
Laftly, the thirteen Welch Counties (of which Number Monmoutbfhire is now reckoned an Engli/h 
one) were added by King Edward I. and King Hemy VIII- fo as to make up the prefent Number 
f Counties in England and Wales. 



:ed a Meafurer of the Time of the Day, (Clocks not King j/hh 
He'* (fays Dr. Howell, in his Hijiory of the World, ventton of 
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This great Prince, King Alfred, firft inven 
being, even long after this, difcovered.) " , 

Vol. II. Part iv. Chap. 2.) " caufed fix large "Wax A . __ , 

" Inches in Length, by the Burning of v/hich he meafuredout the twenty-four Hours j^nd per- 
1 ceiving that the Burning of thefe was unequal, occafioned by the Wind through the Windows, 
s and die Cranies through the Walls of his Chapel, &c. to prevent that Inconveniency, he in- 
s vented a Lanthorn made of Wood, and thin fcraped Plates of white Horns of Oxen, Glafs bcin* 
" th en a great Rarity in England:* Timc-meafuring was probably in Ufe very early, although th? rw r „ 
Y °i£ jaz b * thc earlieft Account we have of any fuch. The ancient Greeks and Romans ufed wriooSoKrftff 
hree different Ttme-meafurers ; one of which was Hour-glaffes, the Second was Sun-dials, [Solaria] Ancients defcribed. 
he Third was a Veflel filled with Water, called a Clepfydra, having a fmall Hole in its Bottom, 
whereby they meafured their Time both Day and Night. Probably Sun-dials were the moft an- 
ient of the three, as the Shadows of Houfes, Trees, &c. naturally fuggefted a Time-meafurer 
of that Kind. 

This moft excellent and fagacious Prince did likewife bring from foreign Countries learned Men King Alfred's far. 
for the Inftruftion and Improvement of his People funk into grofs Ignorance by lon^ and cruel thcr improvements 
Wars and Devaftations ; on which learned ferfons he fettled Penfions. Alfred is fmd to have am l A^^J*"™* 
fought fifty-fix pitched Battles with the Danes, and at length obliged thofe of that Nation, whd £0 * 
were in Poffefiion of the Kingdoms of Northumberland, Eaft-Anglia, and Mercia, to acknowledge 
him to be the Sovereign of all England, having called in the Scotijh Kings, Gregory I. and Donald 
VI. to his AflUtanee,. who obtained many Viaories over the Danes. And being thus eftablilhed 
in Tranquillity, he made excellent Laws, and particularly that moft noble Inftitution of Trials by 
-r Jury of twelve of the accufed Perfon's Peers, or Equals, which we have enjoyed to the prelent Time. 
It would be, indeed, almoft endlcfs, to recount all his Excellencies : He departed this mortal Life 

Anno 900; leaving by his Will to each of \-'~ *"* ' ~ «... » . n , . , - . . 

the Lands he had before fettled on them. 
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have flain 14,600 of them 



Nor 



credible Slaughter of 

lit is to be given to the Annates Fuldenfcs, and to Marianus Scottts, the lhe N »™<"»- 
_ _ rc d »o fewer than 90,000 Normans, without Iqfing fa much as one Man. 

93 i vj j . s * King yJl f red bcin S invaded in two different Places by a Danifi Fleet of 300 Sail, King Alfred im- 

vidcd i.nto two Squadrons, one on the Coaft of Kent, the other up the River Thames ; whereupon, pavement of bis 
at wife Prince built Veflcb longer and taller than dibfe of the Danes, and fomc of his GalHes iSL'of 
VoL - L N were at Sea. * 
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were 
In chefi 



»/£ *s fir A. IniNtAon 

of France. 



of forty Oars, being a Sort of Half-deck Veflels, with which lie again cViicom filed the' Bancs. 
ele the Archers Ihot at the En'emy 5 and when they boarded the Enerrty, they fought- with 
Swords and Targets. 

Rollo? die famous Norman and Danijh Leader, being frustrated in an Attempt upon Ehglmfd? 
this Year entered the River Seine with his Fleet y arid 
was heard in thole Parts but the fackins and burning 



for fcyefal Years, (faj^s Mezcray) iiothiiitr 
of Ci'tids, knd laying the "Countries' w&fte. 



RohVs Sen Vcfleb. 




Paf*r m its various 
Sorts ami .Via tier in 
ancient * J "hues. 



A. \\ 



Ages later. t ; " 

After the Difcovcry of Letters in the World, Neceffity put Men, in very early Times, upon 
various Materials to write on: With ibme; ^Pieces of the inner Bark of certain Trees (as'rtifc 
Birch? &c.) were ftrimg together. 

Trees. — The Egypt ia?ts 9 in the Time of Alexander the Greats [or gcrhaps lboncr] arc laid to* have 
been the Inventors of a factitious Subftance made from a Kind of Dog-grafs? or Flag? which 'they 
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With others, the broad and tough Leaves of certain 'other 
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by King Attains, and winch from thence was called Pcrgame- 
7m7)i in Latin? and we and the French call Parthimnt ; being, beyond all 'other Matter, the liioft 
proper for recording of Things which require a long Duration. It was at the Clofeof this IXth 
Century, according to MontfaufOffs Eflay on the Egyptian Papyrus* (publilhed by the French Aca- 
demy of Belles Leltres ) that a better Kind of Paper (and more eafily and univerfally to be obtained 
than the Egyptian Papyrus) was firft made of Cot/on* which fbon gained the afcendant over the 
former. In effect, however, the Manner of making the Cotton Paper introduced the prcient ftill 

This laft Invention Montfitufon afcribes to the 
fo late as 141 7; and an 8vo. Treatifc in 
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hi*ngariani t their 
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ffhLe firfl gains 
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better and cheaper Paper made of Linen Rags. 
Xllth Century : Yet others, as we ftiall lee, make 

Englifh* intitled, The General Hiftory of Difeoveries and Bnprovctoients? fays, That Rag Paper was not 
invented till about the Year 1452. And Ro$nbold? in his Differ tatioft on Paper * printed at Berlin 
in the Year 1744, fixes its Invention to have been in 1470, though probably fomcwhat earlier. 
The Cotton Paper* now invented, very nearly reietabled our laid 'Rag Paper but as the latter 
was much cheaper in its Manufacture, as being made of Rags, which before were thrown on the 
Dunghill, it (bon drove out of Ufe the Cotton Paper, "Which neccflarily bore a much higher Price. 
Travellers give us Accounts of the various Materials of which the Paper of India? China? and 
€ Japa7i is made, on which we "need not dwell ; and We need fcarcely to add, that our modern 
European Paper Manufacture is 'become a vdry cbnliddrablc Branch of Commerce. 

About this Time the Hungarians (ftill a'bloocly artd barbarous 'People, fays Mezeray) origihally 
from Scythia? feated themfelves (where they ftill are) 'mTPamtania? after driving the Huns from 
thence. They foon became a Scourge to all the Powers beyond [/. c. North of] the Rhine and 
, Danube* as the Normans were on the oppofite Sides of thofe Rivers : Yet Macbiatoel's Hi dory df 
Florence obferves, that the Uhni? or Hunni? coming ftotin Panhoiiia to invade Italy? were there*van- 
quifhed by Rerengarius? Duke of Friuti? and driven back to Pamtonia? which from them took the 
Name of Hungary. The Fame of Venice's Riches drew thbfe Barbarians into Italy ; and being re^ 



$:«hs as yet affords 



then 



pulfed with great Lofs, the Venetians? in their Turn, attacked fome of the Towns of Iftria? (then 
deemed Part of Hungary) whereby they firft got Footing on that Part of the Continent. 
We fhall clofe this Century with briefly obfefviri'g, that Spain (of which Portugal was 
no Materials for the deemed a Part) affords us nothing hitherto material relating to' Commerce nor to Navigation, the 
Hiftory^of^Com^ chriftian Princes there being as yet wholly taken up with their Quarrels with the Moorijb Kings of 
ran , aviga- t | iac Country, on whom they were, by this Time, gradually gaining confidcrable Ground. I 
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Its Character* 



All the Writers on the State of this Century, are in the fame .uniform Strain of Europe's (till 
remaining in grofs Ignorance, and of the very few Mate rials for Hiftory tranfmitted down to us, 
by reafon of the Paucity of Writers. Mezeray 9 $ Words, (in his "Hiftory of France) fpcaking of j 
this Xth Century, are to this Effect : tc The Ignorance of thofe Times was extreamly great : 
<e And for want of Hiftorians, we icarccly find any Tiling worth recording ; fo that fbmetimcs 
cc we are forced to pafs over whole Years without the Mefition of any Occurrences therein." 
Monf. Voltaire (in his General Hiftory of Europe, from the Time, of Charlemain to the Reign of the 
Emperor Charles V.) obferves, cc That nothing but Poverty, Confufion, and Barbarifin were to be 
*f. feen in Fratice? both in the Xth and Xlth Centuries. The fine Manufactures were ftill confined 

Continual Wars 
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to Greece and Italy? the French Towns were poor, and almoft depopulated." 



among the Weftern Princes — The Ignorance and bad Lives of the Clergy, (the Bifhops and 
Abbots going perfonally into the Wars and bearing Arms) — Books extremely fcarce, the Wars and 
the Devaftations of the Normans? Saracc7ts? and Hungarians haying deftfoyed the greatfcft Part of 
them. From all which, and fuch like Confidefations, modern Writers think this Century may, with 
Juftice, have the Appellation of the Iron Age. Sir William ^Fciiiple? fpcaking of thofe Times, feems 
almoft at a Lofs " how it fhould have come- to pafs, that the infinite Swarm of that vftft northern 
** Hive, ( the Normans and Duties)' which fo often fhook the'Wbrid like a'Tempeft, and over- 
flowed it like a Torrent, pofiefling themfelves of England? of a great P$rt of France? and 6f| 
Naples and Sicily? fhould, about 700 or 800 Years ago, drop their furious Expeditions, as if on 
a fudden they fhould have groWri barren or tame, or better contented with tlieir own bad Cli 
** mates." Yet what he adds, in a great Meafure clears up his own Difficulty:—" But I fiippofe,' 
(fays he) " we owe this Benefit wliolly to the Growth and Progrefs of Chriftianity in the North? 
by which, early and uhdiftiiiguilHed CoptiiafiBh, or a Multitude of Wives, were either rc- 
ftrained or abrogated. By the fame "Means e\ Chriftianity'] Learning and Civility gradually 

and Men began to leave tlieir \Vild£r Lives, fptat without other 
cc Cares or Plcafurcs thtin of Food or of Luft? "and'beto6k thcfmftlVes to the Eafe and Entertain- 
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OF THE -ORIGIN "OF-C O-M MERC E, &c. - $7 

i t jp j« men t of Societies • and, with Order and Labour, Riches began, and Trade followed." [Me- 

000 moire of the Urn led Netherlands.] 

The Multitude of Normans fettling in France in .phis Century, doubtlefs, toofc off great Num- 
bers of thole Ravagers, and brought them into a fixed and regular Way of Life. . And nqtwirh- 
ftandinor all the beibrenamed lamentable and too.juft Descriptions of this Century;, many Things 
may befobferved therein, which contributed to the Revival aijd Incpeafc of Commence all over the 
Weft fuch as the building of many noble Cities in Germany and other Parts, \yhich .remain to this 
Day, and the almofk wonderful Improvement of that Cpuntry in general, in lb fborx a Space as fince 
C/Jarlemain' s Time. The Rile of the great Manufactures of the Netherlands $ ,thc Gold and Silver 
Mines, and alio many of the bafcr Metals found in Germany and other Parts : Moreover, towards 
the End of this Century, the chriftianizing of the Danes ? Norwegians, Swedes, Poles? and Ifnnga- 
rians would naturally create a friendly Correfpondence, and foon after a Trade, with other Chris- 
tian Countries and notwithftanding that the Devaftations and Ravages of the Danes itill conti- 
nued to the very End of this Century, .more particularly againfl: England and Scotland, and the 
Ravages of the Saracens in Italy, Sec. yet, for the Reafons abovementioned, and perhaps for forrie , 
others, which the judicious Reader will not be at a Lofs to infer from our following Memoirs of 
this Century, even this very dark Age, with all its Barbarifm, will be found to be furnifhed with 
Means preparatory to the Introduction of Commerce in Succeeding Times. Our King Athclftane's 
Zeal for the Commerce of his Subjects, even as far as into the Mediterranean Sea : The Moors 
fettling for Trade in India, and the Growth of Venice** Republic, were all introductory to the ge- 
neral Growth of Commerce in Europe. 

We have feen, that the Normans under Rollo had, by Violence, forced a Refidence in France, The Dane, or <W- 
ever iince the Year 895 ; but in 905 they forbear their former Ravages and Devaftations 5 for under Rat o, 

having in that Year **- i*— r> u« r^.^^^^n,*.: i ..i***:.. : — 1 r>«n force a Settlement 
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dence, they now. _ _ 

the better to maintain their Settlement in that Country. They continued to ihcrcafe their .Con- and Rc/Ia becomes a 
quefts there, and, Anno 909, laid Siege to Paris, and vanquiflied the King's Army, te in which" and ob- 

(lays Mezcray) ct they were encouraged by the Rival Princes and ojreat Lords of Prance, who made ^"^J of 
cc ufe of them againfl: each other, till Anno 912, chat their famous Leader, Rollo, embraced an a ^he iLhltfT' ' * 
Chriftianity, when King Charles the Simple not only made a Truce with him, but, making a Vir- Daughter uAvife. 
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cc 



tue of NecefTity, yielded to him, in Propriety, that Part of Nenftria, fince from them named 
Normandy, creating him Duke of that Country and he alio, for farther (ecuring his Friend- 
fliip, gave him his own Daughter to Wife." After which, huge Swarms of Normans came 
and fettled in various Parts of France : And Rollo, inftead of burning and facking, now repaired 
and improved Rouen, his capital Refidence. 
907} In 907 a bloody Battle was fought, for three Days together, between. the Emperor Louis IVth's The Hungarians tv* 
to jArmy and that of the ftill Pagan Hungarians, to the Advantage of the latter, who, in 909, over- wgc Germany. 
909 J ran and wafted all Germany, till that Emperor was conftrained to buy their Departure with a great 
Sum of Money. 

912! About this Time a new additional Chriftian Kingdom .was ercfted in Spain: Sancbo Abacco, the Arragon crefled into 
firft King of Navarre, having extended his Territory of Pampeluna towards Huefca, &c. afTumed a ncw Chriftian 
the Title of King of Pampeluna and Airagon. And thus the Ch-ifiians of Spam, who were the .Re- K^S** 0 ™ » Spain. 
mainder of the Viftgoths, gradually gained Ground on the Hdbors in Spain, whofe Predcccflbrs had 
taken violent I'ofieffion of their Country. 

At this very Time alfo, the German Empire began to wear a new Face, from the Death of Germany's Conftitu- 
Louis -TV* the laft of the Baftard Blood of Charlemain, who died in this Year 91 2 for the Jieredi- *!° n ; but the 

tary German Princes, in- Conjunction .with the Bifhops, now began to eledfc Emperors out of their p ^J^ y muc,Mm "' 
own Body, and Germany foon became wonderfully improved. Bur their principal -Bifhops, in 
Imitation of his Holinefs, their Head, about this Time alfo began to afiume temporal Jurildidlion The Bifhops and 
over their Bifhopriclcs., whereby they foon became confidcrable Sovereign Princes; as diofe of Abbots of Germany 
Mentz, Cologne, Treves, Saltjbnrg, JVurtxburg, Bremen, Mnnfier, &:c. Sundry Abbots too 
afTumed a like Sovereignty ; fuch as thole of St. Gall, Fulda, &c. whereby die Clergy, who * } In * Iur ccs " 
are very tenacious of their temporal. In terefts, have maintained rnoft of diofo Sovereignties to this 
Day, and have thereby, acquired a great Weight in the 1 Diets of the. Empire, and three of them in 
the Eledtion of Emperors. Some of the. Bifhops of France (as thole of Lyons, Rheims, &c.) at- 
tempted a like Sovereignty, but could not hold it long. From this Circumftance, many Dukes, 
Counts, and Barons, aflumed a Sovereignty over their refpedtive Eftates ; and as diere were conftant 
Quarrels between the Provinces, what little Trade there was became greatly interrupted in moft 
Parts of Europe ; whereupon, many Lords entered into Aflbciations for maintaining the public 
Peace, and for protecting Ladies from Abulcs; hence began that romantic Spirit of Chivahy, or 
Aflbciations of Knights, created with religious Ceremonies, which in the Xllch and following 
Centuries, made themfelves famous for Expeditions to the Holy Land, and alfo by propagating 
(by an armed Force) Chriftianity in the North End of Germany, Poland, PrnJJia, and Li*vonia % as 
will be fliewn in its Place. Yet all the Dukes, Counts, Bifliops, and Abbots, both in France 
and Germany, ftill continued to pay Homage to their fupreme Sovereigns, which was termed the 
Feudal Right or Laiu* 

As yet there were no great, free, or imperial Cities in Germany, and very little Commerce or Improvt- 
Opuience ; neither were there as yet any Number of walled Towns, excepting thole on the Rhine mcnts * 
and Danube, which had been Frontier Forts of the Roman Empire. But the Emperor Henry the 
Fowler (who came to the Crown in 919, and died in 937) reduced Germany into much better 
Order than it had before been, and much improved ,it. He eftablilhcd a Militia, and united the 
Barons, whereby he foon abolifhcd the Tribute till then paid to the Hungarians : pie alio fur rounded 
many German Cities with Walls. His fon, Otho (he Great, improved on his Father's Plan, affuming 
alio the Sovereignty of Rome and Italy, wjiich, however, was very negligently conducted by his 
Succeflbrs. 

913] According to .the .learned Gcrrard Brandt? s Hiftoryof the y Reformation, &rc. in and about the Low The Country of //<?/-= 
Countries** Holland now firft obtained that Name, given, to it by the Normans on Account of its / " WbrU ^ named- 
low Situation, it being before this Time reckoned and called Part of the Country of the- Franks : 

7 * Neither 
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Neither (fays this Author) did the firft Counts bear the Title of Holland till about the Year 1033,1 A. 
or later. 

Several German Prin- At this Time, "tonrade* Duke of Franconia r ele£fced King [not then called Emperor] of Germany , q X „ 
ccs afl'ume a hercdi- oppofed to his utmoft the then potent Dukes of Lorrain* Swabia* Bavaria* - and Saxony* from main- 
tOr^rpcafv" 1 Do- ta * n * n S t ' lc ^ r hereditary Succclfion, and the Sovereignty of their reipeffcive Countries ; which, 
minions: *" °" however, he was not able to prevent.. 

The Saracens feizc The Saracc?ts* about this Time, having made themfelves Mafters of Calabria and Apulia* and of] yi 4 
on f and ravage, a many Italian Cities, they committed great Devaluations in that Country * from whence they were 
great 1 art of //„/,. not exp elled until the Year 968 by the Emperor Otho* or Otto 1L ftiled the Great. 

The Pagan Sfa<vt\ Notwithftanding the great Application of the German Bilhops, ever lince Cha7*kmaiifs~r\mtA y* r 
Danes, Bohemians* for chriftianizing of t!ic North Parts of that Country, amongit the Slavi* &c. yet we find by J 
C^mZiT itim ^ dam Bremen/is, and Lambeccii Origines Hamburgcnfes* that the faid Slavic and alio the Dane}, 

wafted the Diocefles of Hamburg and Bremen* purely in Hatred to the Cbrijiian Religion, as did 
alio the Pagan Bohemians and Hungarians about this Time. And the laft-mentioned Nation not 
only wafted Germany* but crofted the Rhine* and ravaged Lorrain* and Part of France? abour the 
Year 920, as they again did the like in Italy* Anno 922. 
The Emperor, Hmry The Emperor Henry the Fowler (who came to the Crown in 919, and died in 937) proved aj 919 
ibeFewlep founds great and wife Prince, for the improving and ftrengthening of Germany. He was the Founder of to 
Sisw*^ S axm y anc * other Parts, which he alio fortified again ft the [ncurfions of the 937 

as Brantkburg, Leip- Pagan Sclavi* Vandals* and Hungarians* and garrifoncd them with the bravefl of his Soldiers, 
/id 9 &c. who, from thence, (according to JVerdcnhagen) were firft called Burghers* as the Citizens in Qr- 



many are called to this Day. 
Anno 927, he did, in 



to attack the Vandals* 



Day. And that wife and politic Emperor being about t 

the Prefence of his Dukes, Princes, Marquifles, and Earls, create fome of 
the ftouteft of the Commonalty, as alfo the bravefl Artificers in Cities, into the Dignity of the 
Nobility , and having in the fame Year, by their Afliftance, maftered the Town of Brandeburg 
from the Vandals* he bellowed it and other neighbouring Places on his faid new created Nobility, 
which is the Caule (lays IVerdenhagen ) that, even to this Day, there are greater Numbers of 
Nobility in that Part of the Country than any where elfc in Germany. 

Even Leipjick itfelf was, by this Emperor, firft made a walled Town, it being doubted by Pei- 
feras himfel£ in his Origines Lipftenfes* whether Leipjick was a Town, or only but a Village, till 
this Emperor's Time. 

By all which wife Meafures, he was enabled to drive the Hungarians and Slavotiians (for that 
Time at leaft) quite out of Germany. 
King Sttbc'jianc re- The Weft-Saxon Kings being now become fole Monarchs of England* King Atheljtane this Year] 924 
moves to, and is found it prudent to remove farther North* and to be crowned at Kingfton upon Thames. Dr. Ho%v- 

^oTt^hamL^iixG e ^ Cc t ' iat thfc Remove was not fo much in refpedt to London* which, for Opulence, and 

JikTtvife"^ <c Multitude of Inhabitants, had not been, all along thefc Saxon Times, lb confiderable, and had 

Succeflbrs. cc alfo fuftained great Calamities by Fire, as to the Invalions of the Danes* which were frequently 

Lsuabn not very con- « made up the River Thames and alfo to be nearer to the Eaft- Angles* amongft whom thofe 
Timet'* m thCrC " Rovers had fixed themfelves : For the fameReafon, three of the Kings, his Succefibrs, Edrcd* 

Edvoi* and Ethelred were crowned (and probably often refided) there, whereby it got the Name 
of Kingftown. It feems it had ftood formerly on a flat Ground, liable to the Inundations of the 
Thames * and for that Reafon it was removed to its prefent Site, when it probably had the Name 
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of Kingfton given it, its former Name being Mbreford." 



King Athrfjlanfs There muft probably have been, at this Time, but very little, if any, maritime Commerce 
Encmiragcmcnt to f rom England to the Countries within the Mediterranean Sea ; fince, in King Athclftane*s Reign, 
trade to^hc^Viff- 9 2 5i that wife Prince, for the promoting of his Subjects Commerce, made a Law, "That 

terranean. <c every Merchant who made three Voyages to that Sea on his own Bottom fhould be railed to 

cc Honour, and enjoy the Privileges of a Gentleman." The Connexion which all Chriftian Coun- 
tries then had with the Court of Rome might, probably, allure fome of our Traders, now and 
then, to make an Adventure thither with a Cargo by Sea ; though, doubtlefs, moft of our Cor- 
respondences and Vifits to that Court were then managed over Land through France and Lombardy. 
King Ath<!flane\ The laid King Atheljtane [according to Sir Henry Spclmarts and l¥ilkins*% Saxon Laws] appointed 
lo\vns fox Coinage Mints for Coinage of Money to be at the following Places, viz. London to have eight Minis* Can- 
terbury feven, [wz. four for the King, two for the Archbifhop, and one for the Abbot of St. 
Atiftin's') Rocheftcr three, [viz. two for the King, and one for the Bifliop] Wincheftcr fix, Lewis* 
Southampton* Exeter* Shaft/bury* and Wareham two each, and every other great Town to have one 
each. 

fc^ Here's no Mention of any City or Town North of London* which fliews that this Monarch's 
Jurifdittion was not then fo extenfive northward 5 the Danes being ftill Mafters in the Kingdoms of 
Mercia* Eaft-Anglia* and Northumberland* though (as in King Alfred** Time) acknowledging his 
Superiority. 

The firft Marquis of According to fome Hiftorians, the Emperor, Hcmy the Fowler* having driven the Vandals out 
iirandthurg created. 0 f Brandcburg* or at leaft reduced them to Subjcdlion, he this lame Year created, for the firft Time, 

a Marquis of Brandenburg* i. e» Governor, of the Marc hes* or Frontiers, which divided that Coun- 
■ try from the ftill unfubdued Pagan Nations farther North* viz, the Vandals* Slavi* &c. of 
Pomerania* Mccklcmburg* &c. The [fuppoled royal] Author of the Memoirs of Brandcburg ^here- 
upon obferves, cc That as Charlemain had formerly compelled thole People to embrace Chriftianity* 
from which they revolted as foon as his Army had moved from them ; fo alio did Henry the 
Fowler* by the like Violence, re-convert them, Anno 928, with a great deal of Bloodfhed — Yet 
the Brandeburgers revolted xoPaganifin a fecondTime, headed by Miftevoytts* King of the Van-* 
dais* who drove the Markgrave Thierry out of Brandcburg ; but they were in the End, and by 
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* c like Force of Arms, reduced a third Time to Chriftianity 
tiyrca* the ancient About this Time, according to Helmoldus* the moft eminent and principal City of Sweden was 
CapiLilQhyor^r- narne j Byrca* or Byrk* whither the Chriftian Miffionaries from Germany reforted* He calls it a 
Situation, We! moft famous Town of the Goths* iifuated in the Middle of Sweden* having a good Haven on the 

Baltic Sea, whither the Ships of the Danes* Norwegians* Slavi* and other Scythian People ufuatiy 
rcfortcd for Commerce. Adam of Breinen calls it by the £ime Name, and alfo by that of SiSlana. 
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fies the Iftaiid 1 of #/<?rA, [i. e ; .^yr^] and'thapt^ higher up the Jiay whereon 

Stockholm r*was afterward built,, there beiftg fla^ of its ancient Greatnefs to be 

traced, where there ftilT remains a Village; at this Day. This Account confirms 

what 6f Bremen feys of the Situation 6tByrca 9 firice it is well known that the City of Upfal is 

not far front Stockholm. 

Miferable was the Condition of Italy at this Time, grievoufly affii&ed (fays Macbiavelin his toy* mifcrabls 
Hiftory of Florence) by the Ravages of two different Invaders, viz. the Huns or Hungarians, on Sui« 1 ivifae Ravages 
die Side of the and the Saracens on the Side of Naples. Hereby the P«p* and the Church ot t,,c //WM and ^ 

were continually molelled ; and by Reafon of the Divilions amongft the Princes of the Weft, and 
the Weaknefs of the Greek Emperors, Italy remained in an helplefs and forlorn Condition. In Genoa deftroyed by 
diis Year, 931, the Saracens deftroyed the City of Genoa, and wafted its Territory; and from this £ c 
Deftrudtion of Genoa (adds MachiavelJ fprung the future Greatnefs of the City of P/>, whither Lh^JranXinJ o7 
the Genoefc now- fled for Shelter. ' Pi/a** 

In thefc Times of Ignorance, more efpecially among the Laity, there were few to be found c/<rt, the Origin of 
who could ufe the Pen, either in the Courts of Princes, or in the Government of Cities, lb that they this Appellation, as 
found themfelves obliged to choqfc Secretaries and Regifters from among the Ecclefiafticks 5 from ?PP H ^. wMWritt* s 
whence, even to this Day, the Writers in Secretaries Offices, Courts of Juftice, are ftiled ^Xicftto tl^Day. 
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Clerks : By which Means the Clergy infiniiated themfelves yet farther into the Management of tem- 
poral Rtetiers. [Brandt's Hiftory of the Reformation in and about the Low Countries, Vol. I.] 

The Arabian Saracens having long fincefubdued Egypt and the Coaft of Barbary, and afterwards The Coaft of Cafres 
Spain, Majorca, Sardinia, Corjtca, Sec. they at length pufh their Conqtfefts along the Coafts of the planted by the jfra&s, 
Red Sea, down to the Coafts of Africa, SoutK-weft from the Streights of Babelmandel, in the 3 
Country of the Caffres. Here, it is faid, thefe Arabians built, foon after, all the Towns in the 
Caffrcs Country, who were then a naked and miferably ignorant People, having had no Towns 
before. It is alio faid, that the Arabs were here joined by Colonies at different Times from Perfta, 
and that they built the Towns of Brava, Mombaza, Quiloa, Mozambique, Nlagadoxa, Sofala, [fa- 
mous for its rich Gold Mines, pdffibly the Opbir of Solomon] Meliuda, &c. They alio mattered 
the Ifles on that Coaft, and font fbme Colonies to the great Ifle of Madagafcar. In this Condition 
did the Portuguefe find that Coaft on their firft Voyage to India. The before-named Arabian Con- How the Mccn came 
tjuerors had driven the native Cafrejiaiis up into the inland Parts, from whence they brought the to be f 0 numerous iu 
Arabs on the Coaft Gold-duft, Elephants tfeeth, Skins, &c. Thefc Arabs foon fell into a Commerce lndia * 
by Shipping to India, having alfo Ipread themfelves along the whole Coaft eaftward to the River 
Indtis, and from thence as far South as Cape Comorin, where the . Portuguefe found many of them, 
when they firft arrived in India, under die general Name of Moors, who then. tranfa£ted all the 
Commerce of the Eaft, and greatly oppofed <the Portuguefe fettling in India, by which Name, 
wh<*n Ipeaking tif thofe in India, we iriiift not uhderftand merely the native Moors of *Barbaiy 7 as 
we do in Europe, (fays the Author of Portuguefe Afia, Vol. I.) but all Sorts of Mahometans fettled 
in India, who are there called by the general Name of Moors. 

It was happy for the reft of Mankind, and particularly ,for Chriftendom^ that the Saracens, who The nj oors jj, s>p aitt 
had thils extended their Conquefts lb far and wide, did not long remain united under one general by whac Means they 

Empire and Caliph, but permitted many independent Monarchies to be ereftcd ; whereby they gradually lot* 
gradually loft feveral of them. Thus, in Spain, (for Inftance) the Moors of Cordova fuffered new Ground lhcrc * 
Kingdoms to be credited at ST oledo, Huefca, Murcia, Valentia^ 8cc. which gave the Chriftian Princes 
of Spain great Advantages over them. Though, it muft be owned, that the laid Chriftian Princes 
fell into the like Miftake, and were often at Variance amongft themfelves, even fo far as fometimea 
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to join with the faid Moorifli Princes in Spain againft each other, and, in fome Inftances, to inter- 
marry with them. 

King Alhelftdne drives the Britons of Exeter into Cornwall, and in the lame Year he expelled the King sltbdjlxue en- 
Scots out of Cumberland and JVeftmoreland, and mattered the Kingdom of Northumberland \ although lar«es his Domi- 
Anlaf, a Dani/h Northumbrian Prince, had failed into the Hu mber with 600 Veflels againft Athel- J^^^^f** 
\ftane three Years before; and tliat Anlaf had Alfiftance from the Irijb and iVelcb, and from Co7iftan-~ * " 



\tine King of Scotland, all whom he is faid to have defeated by his Fleet 



9 




and 
rom 
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and fundry Princes on the Continent courted his Friendlhip. The Emperor, Otbo the Great^ chc Continent, 
married a Daughter of Atbclftane's Hugh, Mayor of the Palace of France, obtained anodier 
Daughter for his Son and Louis, Prince of Aquitayne, had a third Daughter. Thefe Matches 
produteel fuch rich and noble Prefents for Athelftane, as had not been feen before his TJime Juch 
as Gems, precious Stones, VeiJels of Onyx, rich Perfumes, the fincft Horfes with golden Furni- 
ture, £s?r . Harold, King of Norway, is alfo laid to have font Athelftane a Ship, whofe Stern was 
Gold, [gilded, moft likely ] and the Sails of Purple. 63* Our Monkifh Writers, if they liked the 
Tale, made no Scruple of exaggerating beyond Mealiire. 

The Xltli Aiticle of the Treaty of Wejlphalia, between the Empire and Sweden, makes the Date Magdeburg City. i » 
of the firft Charter from Otho the Gfcat to the City of Magdeburg to be on the 7th of Jjtne, 940, Charters remarked 
before which Time it was probably an inconfiderable Place * Bardetvic being then the only great ™' rgfenif ;^ thc Ca , 
and principal City of Saxony, and a great Emporiuiii, (fiiys Angelius a W erdenhagen, who yet inakes pSta j Q f 0 {a saxonj 
this Charter to have been granted feven Years later.) This .great Emperor now grants .the ^nhabi- ftill. 
I tatits <e Power to bliilci and fortify their City, and to excrcife the municipal Law therein ; |to be a 
>cc free City, arid its Inhabitants to be free, &c."~ifcrt&nbagen makes the faid Emperor to grant 
a fecond Charter to Magdeburg, Anno 972, direftcd to the Merchants [Mercatoribus 6? pcfteris fids'] 
Vol. L % O tnid 
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cc £s?er. exceptin 
the fame Prh 



ting only the cuftomary Tolls, at* Mcnfa,' Cologne, Tiel* and Bardcwick" Thele aye 
rileges as arc enjoyed by Impei 'ial 'Ci^^^t!^ TimcT* \\ * V" . " . ' / : 



Mam- other Snxw We find another Charter to Mngdcburg, Annbyio£^, 'frbm the Ernperor Conrad f 11. in none of 
Tomb fortified by which, however, is the Word Community or Corporation as yet" 'mentioned, as meaning one-Body-}- 
Qt ho the Great. politic. Otho the Great alfo fortified the neighbouring Towns, as Hall-, Nortliatifen, .Halbcrfladty 
Magdeburg was an- Qnedlinbttrg, Helmftadt, &c. But Magdeburg, atTpv'e' all others, was his favourite, which, for many 
cicmly the Capital Ages after, was the Seat of the chief Courts 'of Juftice of 'the Empire, and deemed its Capital, 
of Ge-maaj. The faid Emperor made it alfo an Arcbbif/ioprick, as* being a Frontier againft die Incurfions, &c. 

of the pagan Slavic Vandals, Sarin atians, Sec. fays Adam Bremeiifis. 
Ctiwhcrlawi .\n<\ Abour this Time Edmimd I. King of 'England, . drove the Welch out of Cumberland, and yielded! 944 

irrjhnorthmt re- t ] t . lt Country up to Malcolm I. King of Scotland, together with the County of Weflmorland. \ 
^T^^wtm^ Tlie Emperor Otto, or Otho the Great, is faicl this Year to have vanquifhed the Danes, and. to' 948 
toemhrao- c */./- have compelled them to embrace Cbriftianity* .He proved' equally, fuccefsful againft the ftillj 
anity by %jt&* the pagan Hungarians, Vandals, Slavi, &cc. who nevertheleis afterwards revolted. . 

Gri ' u \ . Anno 950, he again reduces the Bohemians; and adds Belgium, Burgundy, and Hungary to tliej 9-0 

» h ^I t i .-. CP ntt l .i , n/iri< Empire tho' the laft [viz. Hungary] did not long continue in that State. In Italy he vanquifhes 
A AVi^ vrtV, King Berengcrtus, depefes one Pope, and lets another up in his ltcad. 

»ikI iUtt % ..*j u#the Germany was alfo lb happy at this Time, arid, during the Reign of fo great an Emperor as 
Ji:jip|re. o O//>0 //>c Great, to have her firft Silver Mines difcovcred at Gojlar in Saxony, and were actually be- 

M;nc^!ouiul in S un to t> e worked. This occafioned fuccefsful Searches to be made for the Difcovery of many 
ty,, prove others in Germany. [Yet German Authors fay, that the Mines of Harts: are more ancient than even 
xvry bem ric.al to thole of &?.Y0»y.] From thofc rich Mines have imrrienfe. Quantities of Silver been digged, where? 
Cum::urce. the fole Medium of Commerce in that Part of the World was greatly increafed, thereby 

giving much additional' Vigour to Commerce.' "Yet the Mines of Hungary are faid to be 100 
Years older than thofc of Gojlar, fome of which arc 900 Feet in depth, arid they are probably 
the old eft now fit bfi (ting in Europe to this Day." ' 
AUe •••/•«•;• in nV- About this Time alio Helmoldus makes mention* of the Slavian City of Aldenburg, or Oldenburg, 
j;ta oikc a gieac in Holfiein, as being then a famous Emporium on' the Baltic Shore, within thirty Miles of jLtf- 
L;nfo:nun. beck, [not as yet in being] and much frequented .by Shipping. Here was a Palace of the Kings 

of Slaiia. It remained in a flourishing State till Queen Margaret of Denmark deflroyed its Haven ; 
fince which Time it is much decayed. 
/V«/V/s Incicafb of Voltaire (in his General Hifiory of Europe) conjeftures, that it was not till the End of the IXth 
J Wr on the c«n- Century, that the Venetians, retiring farther into their Lagunas, gave to their Aflemblage ' of 
l,,ltMC * little Tfles, which now formed a Town, the Name of Venice, from the Name of the neighbour- 

ing Coaffc called Terra Venctorwn *, and that having, by their Wealth and Arms, acquired firft the 
Province of Jftria, and afterwards part of Dalmatia, with Spalatro, Ragufa, t and Narenza, their 
Doge, about the Year 950, affumed the Title of Duke of Dalmatia. 
Komcml Algebra About the middle of this Centuiy, according to 'Tallents's. Tables, and thofe of fome other ; 
invented. Chronologers, the Science of numeral Algebra was invented In Arabia by Geber, others fay, by 

Mahomet Mofcs*, but literal Algebra was much later. In this and the preceding Century, there' 
were alfo many learned Aftronomers in Arabia : Yet wfc fhall fee that it was near 500 Years later; 
before Algebra was known in Chriflendom. 
c<,lrg>:r m?.de an The Emperor Otho the Great, eredts Cologne into the Dignity of an Imperial City, /. <?. a City 
imperial city. fubjeft to none but the Empire in general, and to the Emperor himfelf ; enjoying fuch other: 

valuable Privileges as thofe beftowed by the fame Prince on Magdeburg. :j 
Kuig^^rM'ower, From King Alfred's Death, to the Reign of King Edgar the Peaceful, we find no mention of any. 959 
ih- m-tiiin? Ac- Englifh Navy. But when that King afcended the Throne, [concerning whofe Power and Grandeur, 1 
urmj of icenqtti.ed Qur j\^ on i c if] 1 Writers have been fo extremely lavifli, as to have fpoiled, in a great Meafure, by their 



over-doing, what they fo much laboured to eftablifh] we are told of almoft marvelous Exploits. 
What Dr. Howell fays of him (in his Hifiory of the World) may be very true, viz. " That he un- 



dcrftood and pra£tifed the true Intereft of his Country— which was to be Mafter at Sea," &c. 



He adds, cc He rigged out fuch a Fleet, as for Number of Veflels may leerh incredible." A very 
juffc Remark. 

Malmjhury fays, cc That every Summer, immediately after Eajler, he commanded his Ships 
upon every Shore to be brought into a Body ^ he lailed ufually with the caftcrn Fleet to the 
nveflcrn Part of the Ifkxnd, and then lending it back with the ivefiern one, he failed into the 
North, and thence with the northern he returned to the Eajl being exceeding diligent to 
prevent the Incurfions of the Danes, Welch and Scots, and courageous for his Kingdom's 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc Defence againft Foreigners, 

Each of his faid Fleet, as we are told, confifted of T2QO (tout Ships, according to Hoveden 
and Floi'ence of JVorcefler ; making in all 3600. Others go fo far as to - make them amount to 
4000 Ships. — Others add a fourth Fleet, which increafes the Number to 4800. And, to make all 
this feem the more fcafible, they tell us, that to enable him to fuftain fo great a Charge, befide 
the Contributions of his Subjefts, he had eight petty Kings his VafTals, bound to him by Oath 
to be ready at his Command by Sea and Land, viz. the Kings [or fome King] of Part of Ireland 
or of Scotland, others fay of Ireland ofily, of Cumberland, of the IJles, [/. e. Mann, &c] and five 
others of PValcs. We^may eafily fuppofe he might, (tho* not much to his Credit) as his Eh- 
comiafts fay, make thofe eight tributary Princes row him in his Barge on the River Dee at Chef- 
ter \ but how he and they together could fet out, .and alfo keep up conftantly fo vaft a Fleet as 
never was before, nor probably ever will again be heard of, and* in an Age too wherein there 
was -fo little Commerce, is impoflible to be accounted for. He was but fixteen Years of Age 
when he came to the Crown* and he reigned juft as many Years. It was but about half a Cen- 
tury fince the Danes were ftiperidr both at Sea and Land ; and although probably this King was 
a gallant and wife young Prince, it feems ftrange fo vaft a Change fliould fo fuddenly be effe£t- 

7 ' cd.l 
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ecL Edgar's Brother and Predeceflbr, KingEdwi, , had. treated the Monks harlhly 5 and~becaufe 
Dunjtan^ Abbot of Glaftonbiiry* had warmly^nimacLverte^d on< that /You th'sj ley/d Life, he had banifh- 
ed him to Flattders. Edgar a£tcd juft the Reverie of h\s L Brother, He. recalled St-. Dtifian* [as he 
is called] and made him Archbifhop of Canterbury. He,.not-only rcftored the former Revenues 
of the Monasteries which E'dwi had fequejftered, but even built many ne.w Monaftcries, [fbme 
fay one every Year of his-.Ilife, and fome-fay 40 in all x others 48. J Upon thefe and luch like 
Confidcratipns, one muft v be very little acqbajnted with^the Spirit and Hiftory of Monaflicks not 
to know that they generally made Princes pious* or otherwife^ 'wife or foolifh* weak or powerful-* in 
exa£t proportion to the Regard they teftificd. for their ^Order. Yet one. honeft Monk (William 
tfhorne) fpoke nearefb to the" Truth, who,.allo.V7s the ; whole. Number of his. Ships to have been 
but 400 at moflr. The Monks canonized him after his Death * and fo rich were the Convents 
thro* the Liberality of this and fox'mer Princes, that Ingulphus writes, in this very Reign, the 
Treafure of C?-owland-A\ibey amounted to 10,000 L befide kolyVcjfels* Shrines* Reli&s* &c. Whnt 
then muft ibme other more ancient Monaftcries have had, fince this of Crowland [or Croylaiid'] 
had been founded but 30 Years. It was .therefore, in our humble Opinion, below the Dignity 
of our great Mr. Sclden* to ftufF ^ 
naval Power, purely to pleafe his 

fcrent Countenance. Finally, whatever this King's Power really was,. all Hiftorians are agreed, 
that with him was buried all the Glory of the Anglo-Saxons * tc nothing (lays Dr. Howell) being 
tc thenceforth to be heard amongft them but Death and RuinJ 
About this Time 



his Mare claufum with, luch improbable. Stories as this of Edgar's 
is Mailer King Charles I. tho* he after wards. pu<: .on a .quite dif- 



* or rather fomewhat fqoner, (according to the great Penfionary De Witt's The Commcnce- 
Interefi of Holland* Chap. n. Part I.) iii&fffioollen Manufacture of Flanders* . and other Parts 6f the mcnt f. F ;JJ*^^ 
Netherlands* which made fo great a Figure for 600 Years- after, took its Rife. That great Man M 
obierves, tc That till now, there were fcarcely any Merchants in all Europe* excepting a few in 



CC 



cc 



CC 



cc 



CC 




_ that began to 

earn their Livings by 7 Weaving* and Ibid the Tame in that fruitful Land, [France} where the 
Inhabitants were not only able to feed thcmlclvcs, but alfo, by the fuperfluous Growth of their 
Country, could put themfelves into good Apparel. Which Baldwin the Toung* (or the Hid.) 
Earl of Flanders* about the Year 960-, confiderably improved, by letting up annual Fairs or 
cc Markets in feveral Places, without any Tolls, being demanded for Goods either imported or 
cc exported." The Flemi/b- Hiftorians fay, that his Father, Arnold being very old, refigned the Go- 
vernment to this Son* Anno 959, who thereupon fortified the Cities of Bruges* 2 r p?'es* Fumes* Bergen* 
(or Mens) Bourbourg* . Dixnmyde* Oldenburg* Roiiffeltiire* Rodepibourg* &c. He invited over into 
Fla?iders all manner of Handicraftfmen for making all Sorts of Manufactures, to whom he granted 
crreat Privileges. He alfo eftablilhed many Fairs at Bruges* Courtray* *T orhout* Mont-Cajfel* &c. 
and fixed Markets at *ftatcd Days in every Week, where Merchants could exchange, their Goods 
for odiers * which was then praftifed (fay the Authors of thole Hiftories) becaufe of the Scar- 
city of Money. 

This judicious Account from fo great a Man, muft needs carry much Conviction along with a ConjcGure con- 
it, as what may be deemed an authentic, tho' brief, View of the Rife of the famous Netherlander™^ the Ao C of 
Woollen Manufacture* probably prior to the Linen Manufacture-, the former being. in a Manner lhc 1 -'""J M - nJac " 
abiblutely rcquifite for prelerving Men from the Inclemency of the Weather, the latter rather turc 0 
a Species of Luxury ; many barbarous • Nations at this Day living- without any Linen at 
alL As Men fell more into Commerce, and confequently grew richer and more elegant, they 
gave the greater Encouragement to fo cleanly and delirable a Ware as Linen next their Bodies, 
£5jV. The Linen Manufacture came firffc from Egypt into Greece and Italy* and dience travelled 
weftward to France and Flanders * next probably into Germany and England* before it got ground 
in the more northern and NortlvEaft Parts of Europe* where it has fince prolpcrcd' very much. 
•Others think that the Carthaginians firft introduced it into Europe. 

It is almoft ncedlefs here to remark, that (at leaft) fome Sort of Woollen Cloth muft ever have Weaving of //rr/./w 
been made in all civilized Countries -* and diat wherever the Romans planted Colonies, they there mull Imw t-tcr a .:r>n 
introduced the weaving of Cloth. Mr. Cambden* in his Britannia* fpeaking of the Antiquity and l^"^'" Ul| h*«.*l 
Eminency of the City of Winchefler* fays, That there the Roman Emperors feem to have had And^thc **mam* 
their Imperial weaving Houfes for Cloths of both Woollen and Linen for the Emperor and the introduced Wearing 

" " ~~ * ^ *' " * " " pro- 
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Army * and mofl: probably that neceflary Art >vas preferved in Britain after the Romans quitted LrttMH, it j 
it, tho' perhaps in a plainer Kind, till the XlVth Century, when King Edward III. introduced J» M ? 

1 ^ '\ m- r f r\ t- , , ri , , , J ^ thcie, tuo perhaps 

the fine Manufacture rrom the Netherlands. . j na plainer tor:. 

The City of Tpres* in Flanders* is laid -co have now been built. JtK.has been long, famous for jy-n in i'L in.™ 
the Table-Linen Manufa£ture, vulgarly called Diaper* i. e. Cloth D'Tpres* or of 2 pres. bu - ; t- 

The Annates Flandri<e* printed at Frankfort in 15S0, (in Folio) obferves under the .Year 95S, 
cc That by rcafon of the Scarcity of Money at that Time, the Flemings dealt moftly by p'ermuta- 
cc tion or Barter of one Kind of Merchandize for another ; which we read was alfo the Practice 
vt of almoft all the Germans and Sarmatians" Which is a Confirmation of Penfionary De Witt's, 
Account above quoted under this Year. 

In this Year the Ifland of Candia (or Crete ) was taken from the Saracens by the Greek Emperor cw//* raken from 

the Saracens. 



Romanns L or as others, Anno 964, by Nicepborus Phocas. 
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Year 961, was rebuilt in that fame Year, nothing can be a clearer £roof of the Meannefs of Mcnnnci*. 
even- our mofl: public Buildings at this Time * lince (as Maitland* in his Hiftory of London* rightly 
conjeftures) it muft have been probably a fniall Timber. Building. 

At this Time, a great Part of If eland- was fubjedt to Ed%dr King of England* who had driven Infant in partfub^ 

. Sir. fames Ware (in his Antiquities of Ireland) gives us that King's fwclling Words ^^Jf^J^ 
in ;i Charter of his^ m. ct I Edgar?. King of E7tglandy\and of all the Kings of the Ifles round S C u/ariy'\heci^f 
Ci Britain* with their Kingdoms, as far as Norway* — and' of a great Part of Ireland* with its moft 

" noble 



• * 

out the Danes, 



ft 
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tc noble City Dublin" Mr v 5to, who has alfo" given, us this Charter, (in his titles of Honour) |A. T>. 
rightly obferVes, that this Eiominion continued not in his Succefibrs. 

Dublin City muft have made a cohfiderable Figure in the Year 064. For Sir James Ware, \ 064 
in his finals of Ireland? p. 11 8, quotes a Charter of King Edgar? dated that Year at Glaucejler, 
wherein it is termed, Nobiliffima Civitas Dublin'a, i. ei The mofc noble dr eminent City of Dublin. 



Denmark intirely 
chrilliaiit&ud. 



Dutli. k built. 



g after. 



Ratt-s or Prices of 
an Huifc, and of 
Land. 



Denmark (according to the Scholiaft orf Addnti Bremen/is Hijloria Eccle/iajlica) was in this Year 
966, intirely converted to the Cbrifiian Religion, King tier old VI. and all his People now openly 
profefling it. 

King Eiigars. Mc- About this Time, Edgar King of England fell upon an efFe£fcual Method of clearing his King- 
thod of gettiiut clear dom of Wolves, by impofing an annual Tribute ! of 300 of thole Animals on the Princes of 
of in Bug- Wales % whereby, in the third Year, there were no Wolves to be found in England nor Wales: 
" Yet they remained in Scotland much later. Others place this Matter under the Year 970. 

In this Year Baldwin Earl of Flanders built the Town of Dunkirk ; tho* it was not famous for 
either Buildings or Shipping till lon_ 

Under this fame Year Bifhop Fleetwood? in his Chronicon Freciofum, (which Work we ihall have 
frequent occafion to quote in the Sequel of this Hiftory) fcys, 46 That a Palfray was worth ten 
cc Shillings 9 an Acre of Land was purchafed for one Shilling ; and an Hyde of Land, which con- 
cc rained 120 Acres, at one Htmdred Shillings" This (hews the great Scarcity of Money and of 
Purchafers at this Time \ probably, indeed, their Money was at leaft thrice the Quantity of Silver 
that is contained in our prefent Coin- The Land, in particular, is amazingly cheap, for which 
another probable Rcafon is ufualiy afligned? viz* the great Difficulty of, and Obftrudtiori to, the 
Sale of the Barons Lands, until the Statute of King Henry VII. gave Leave for their Sale. 

Scotland? about this Time, is (aid to have been frequently invaded and ravaged by the Danes. 
In this Year an End was put to the Title of King of Italy ? the Emperor Otbo having van- 
quifhed Adalbert (the Son of Berenger) the laft King thereof. Italy from thenceforth remaining 
more or lefs dependent on the German Empire, under the immediate Government of various 
feudal Princes and States. 

y//r/VjfiriHniticuted. About this Time, fay our Englijh Hiftorians, Trials by a Jury of twelve Men were firft 

inftituted. 
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Scot/ami ravaged by 
the Dunes* 

The Kingdom of 
Italy ends. 



King Etigar rtfigns 

Isn hi a n a i ul Eii hi - 
burgh to the 6V-/J. 



The Englifli Empire there (lays 

cc Cambden) being fore fhaken with the Danijh Wats, and lay as it were galping and dying." 
This Account of Cambdetfs is quite inconfiftent ivith the before-named fuelling Defcriptions of 

Edgar's Power, as let forth in our morikilh Hiftories. 
Death and Charattcr Anno 974, died the Empdror Otbo the Greats juftly deferving that Name. He raifed the Ger- 
of the Emperor ?nan Empire to fuch Power and Splendor, that Hiftorians ftile him the Founder of it 

Italy as a Fief to it. He -had alfo the theh Kingdom of Lorrain, (which comprehended the Ne- 
therlands, modern Lorrain, &c.) He fubdued Hungary 9 Slavonian &c. and he, in fine, enjoyed 

Dominions near as extenfive as thofe of the firft Emperor Charlemain. 



He added 



Otbo the Great. 



Some of King KJ- 
gtir's Laws relating 
to Coinage, Mea- 
fures, Ci?t. 



We find about this Time, that the eighth and laft of King Edgar's Laws ena£tcd, That one 
and the fame Money flwuld be current throughout bis Dominions : So that the private Mints of Arch- 
biftiops, Bifhops, and Abbots were now fupprefied, and the King's own Coin alone was to be 
current. Yet we find the Praftice of thbfe private Mints revived and kept up even long after 
the Norman Conqueft. Another wife Part of this Law was, that the JMcafiire of Winchefter ftiould 
be the general Standard. It was likewife cnafted, that a Wey of Wool fhould be Ibid for half a 
Pound in Money. 

Venice grown potent The Republic of Venice had now acquired lb much Riches by the great Extcnfion of her Com- 
againtt the Sataeem. mtfrce . t | iat fa* was ^ j n t:his Year, enabled to fend Provifions and Succours to the Cities of Capua 

and Bariy in the Kingdom of Naples, befieged by die Saracens ; ivhofe Fleet that of Venice foon 
after vanquifhed. 

The State of the Engliflj Coin in the Reign of King Ethelred II. who began his Reign in 979, 
and died in 10 16, as by M. Weftcofs Notes 'on Seldeifs J l ani Anglorum fades altera, (p. 113.) and 
Dr. Howell* s Hiftory of the World, (Vol. Hi. Part IV. Chap. 2.) was as follows, viz. 

1 ft, Both in this Reign, and in that of Athelfiane y s, ^Thrymfc was worth three Shillings, as 
Mr. Lambard the Antiquary valued it. 

adly, Five Anglo-Saxon Pence made a Shilling, and 48 Shillings made a Pound of Silver j Mr. 
Lambard having feen one of thofe Pennies of Etbelred*s Coin. 
3dly, Thirty Pence made a Mancus, or Mancufa* 

4thlyv An Ore, like a Pound, was a mere Denomination of weight, 1 5 of which made a Pound 
Weight : So an Ore was .worth four Shillings of our Money. 

The laid King Ethelred made feme Laws at Wantage, relating to Cuftoms on Ships and Mer- 

then the only Quay, and 
r even before this Time ; 



Value and Weight 
of Engti/b Coins 

about- this Time 



"Cc 1 tain Tolls or Cu/- 



isms paid in the /ore chandize to be paid at {Blynygejgalc~\ Billinfgate in the Port of London, 
of Umfo* in King moft proper, as lying neareft to the Bridge, which exifted of Timbe 

EtheheA* 1 ime. quQtcd by the faid Dn fc/; viz . 

M 1. A lmall Vcflel arriving there, was to pay One Halfpenny for TV/. 



AC 



CC 



2. If a greater one, bearing Sails, One Penny. 



CC 

cc 



cc 



For a Keele or Hulk, (being a long and large capacious Ibrt of Vcflel) Four Pence. 
Out of a Ship laden with Wood, one Piece for Toll. 



967 
968 



970 



About this Time, (fays Mr. Cambden, in the feventh Chapter of his Defcription of Scotland)] 973 
there was a great Friendfhip and Alliance between Edgar King of England*, and Kenneth III. King 
of Scotland, (againft the Danes, their common Knemies) to whom the former finally refigned his 
Right to the Lot brans, and therewith the City and Caftle of Edinburgh both which had been 
fome times lubjeft to the Scots and fometimes to the Englifli: *" ,a ~" " 



974 



977 
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3- 
4- 

5. A Boat with Fij7j, One Halfpenny, and a bigger Boat, One Penny. 

6. Thofe of Rouen in Normandj, that cdtne with Wine, or Grampois, [Query, if not Peaje} 
and thofe of Flanders and Pontbieu, and others from Normandy and France, were wont to open 
their Wares and free them from Toll, (u e. t fuppofc. to pay Toll.) Such Traders as came from 
Liege and other Places travelling by Land; opened their Wares and paid Tolh The Emperor's 
Men (i.e. Germans of the Steelyard) coming With theii' Ships, were accounted worthy of good 

Laws, 



of the Origin 6e'C.ommerce 3 m. §i 

A. D. jLaws, and might buy in their Ships ; but it is hot lawful for therii to foreftall the Market from 
070 the Burgers of London. They were to pay Toll, and at Chrijlmas two grey Cloths and one bnown 
Ji J onCy with ten Pound of Pepper? five Pair of Gloves, tv/o Vefiels of Vinegar y and as many ac 

Eajter." 

V3*. As the German Merchants of the Steelyard in London were very early fettled there as a com- 
mercial Society, confifiirig of thofe of Cologne, &c* it feerns at lcaft probable that the 1 oils hen; 
named to be paid by the Emperors Men (as they are here called) at the two moft folemn Feltivab, 
points that Society out to us. For as it rnuft be meant of Perfons conftantly or ufually rcfid- 
ing in London? there never was any other Society of German Merchants refiding in London but 
thole of the Steelyard Society. FitT^ Stephen? a Monk of Canterbury, who wrote in the Time 
of King Stephen, lays, that Merchants of all Nations had/ in his lime, their diftinct Keys and 
Wharfs at London. The Haunce or Dutch had the Steelyard ? the French? for their lVi7ies? had the 

Vintry? &/r. 

cc 7. Bread to pay Toll thrice a Week, viz. Sunday? T uefday? and Thirrfday. Each Pannier with 
liens to pay one Hen for Toll. 

Butter and Cheefe, traded in fourteen Days before Chrijlmas? One Penny for Toll, and another 
Penny feven Days after Chrijlmas" 

Some Parts of the above Laws are cxpreficd lb darkly, as to be fearcely intelligible. Yet, be- 
fide our Remark concerning the Steelyard? a curious Reader may make fome farther good Uie or 
them taken all together. By an Agreement between that King's Cornmifiioners and thole of IValcs? . 
a Treaty was made concerning the Value of Arrayed Cattle, and alfo about trading or travelling ltra . v:: ' J 
into each others Country, viz. a Horfe fet ac thirty Shillings ; an Ox at thirty Pence \ a Ctv?? 
Twenty-four Pence \ a Swine at Eight -pence ; a Sheep? One Shilling 5 a Goat? Two-pence. Whereby it Th-grc-.rDHp 
appears chat Horfes were then fix Times as valuable as Oxen? five Pence at this Time , making- P" 3 . uon r b - tl \ cc : c,,< : 
a Shillinor. 
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J' .n:c«: or Pr:ct of 
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the Great? there was fb barbarous a Prafticc as 
dred into foreign Parts, with as little Concern 
the barbarous and wretched State of fuch a Co 
mull: furely have been a Redundancy of People, and at the lame Time a great want of Employ- 
ment for them at this Time. This ihews the infinite Advantage of Commerce, Manufactures, 
Fiiheries, and Navigation to a Nation, whereby all their Poor may be employe- 1 ., not only for i;:e 
Benefit of their Parents and Families, but for the Wealth and Strength of the Community. 

The Danes ravage Scotland 5 and the fame Year they again ravage the Englijh Coafts and Covin- JWJ.* r-rvnyy 11 
tries with numerous Fleets. * evr ax.: 1 

In 982 they laid Siege to London, and damaged it much, but could not take it. 

Whillt the Emperor Otho the Great was reducing Italy and Rome to his Subjection, the pagan The Pagan .W./t-/ 
Sciavi? in his Abfence, wafted the chriflianized Part of Germany next to them, and take the Ciry w.»iic ihc chri;»ian- 
of Brandenburg. Mean while the Greek Emperor Baftliits? afiifted by the Saracens? recovers Apulia ^- c d i an ot g>- 
and Calabria from Otho? who, in return, drives the Greek Garrilbns out of Illyria and Dalmatia. \\ a *r "between the 

About this Time IVolodimir? Duke of Rujfia? or Mufcovy? married Anne Sifter to the Greek lim- f7*» //•.*/ am! U*cet: 

peror Bafdius II. whereby a Foundation was laid for the *Introdu£tion of Chriftianity into that ^ m " c ™rs. ^ 

hitherto almoft unknown pagan and barbarous Country. r./ c^e^^IIm^c- 

Towards the Clofe of this Xth Century, the People of Bifcay? who had with their Chriftianity mr \ \A£ '* 




firft of any Nation Weft of the Mediterranean Sea in any confiderable degree. //>/.'- 




for 170 Years paft infefted the Venetians by their Piracies, (fays the EJfai de VHiJloire du Commerce 



de Venife? Paris 1729.) cc In fuch Sort Aid Venice? about this Time, acquire thole Cities and Towns 
on the Eaft Coaft of the Adriatic Sea, moft of which they ftill retain ? fuch as T riejle? (long lince 



cc 



cc 



however fubjefted to the Houfe of Aujlria ) Cabo 1 tfljlria? Parenzo? Poia? Zara? Spalatro? Cur- 
zola? Lejtna? Ragufa? Narenza? and many other Places ? and from this Time the Dukes of Ve- 
nice aflumed the Title of Duke of Dahnatia. Moreover, alcho* the Saracens in general were 
Enemies to the Chrijlian Name, and that thole of Sicily and Sardinia more efpccially, conftandy 
infefted the Coafts of Italy ? yet the prudent Doge and Republick of Venice found means, by their 
Envoys, to fettle Commerce with the Saracens of Syria and Egypt^ (then under divers Saracen 
Princes) Countries ever famous for the Production of Rice^ Sugar? Dates? Senna? Cajfia? F/ax y 
Linen? Balm, Perfumes? Gauls? wrought Silk, Soap, &c. befides the rich Spices and precious Stones 
cc of India brought to thole two Countries. With all which rich Merchandize the Venetians now 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



tc 



traded all over the Weft Parts of Europe to their immcnle Profit." Yet prior to this great Gcnca was ->- : rr to 
Trade of Venice? Genoa traded to Egypt? Syria? Conjlaniinople? Sec. for Spices, Drugs, Silk-, / ^vin th- fiaUc 
with which they fupplied moft of the Weft Parts of Europe? and thereby acquired immcnle 10 " ,c Lw 



riches ; tho 



* this Trade declined very much at Genoa upon Venice's becoming cc 
loreover, in the faid Doge*s Time, (who reigned from 991 to 1009) 



confiderable. 



obtained of the 



Venice? nioi 

Greek Emperors Bajilius II. and Alexis? a Freedom frotrT all Cufloms and Taxes in that Empire 
whereby it is no wonder flic grew rich, [fays James Howell? in his Survey of the Seignoiy cj I tm%eS\ 
The German Emperor Otho III. likewifc .oranted her divers Privileges, Anno 006, and a Ritrht to 
fet up Fares in divers Parts 

Emp 

cc for ever, the Cloke of Cloth of Gold? which Venice was bound by folemn Agreement to pref nt 
t€ 3'early to the Emperor s * 



quoted) where the Venetians 



me grew ricn, L ,a 7 s james rioweu? in nis ourvcy oj tve ocignoi v / *///ic. j 

w III. likewifc granted her divers Privileges, slnno 996, and a Right to 
'ts of Germany? (lays the EJfai de VHiJloire du Comnw ce de Venife? above 
\mw carried on a vaft Commerce. <c The faid Emperor alio remitted, 



In this fame Year Arnold carl of Holland? Zealand, and Frifeiand? is faid to have firft obtaine J the £ 
Means of holding- his Territories of the German Empire, and not of Prance? as hitherto. 



Vou I. 



Empi 



The Earl of J/ a //W 
roni hene :* rth 
holds of thv Ent- 

S'lverme pirc. 
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AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION 



Book lift 



London \ n vain be- 
ficgcd by the Danes. 

Nor*wav c h ri ll i a n i y.cd 
about this Time. 



Swerme the Ift, King of Denmark? befieges London by Land and WateY, but could not take it. 
It feems that Olaus King of - Norway was converted to Chriftiamty and baptized in England? in 



the Reign of Ethelred II. Anno 
nerally to become or profeft thcmielvcs 
them to Peace with their Neighbours. 



994; and on his return to Norway ? he procured his People* gc- 
:mielvcs Chriftians ? and he cndeavourejl more than ever to incline 



As far as we can learn from fuch dark Times, the firfl; Cbrtftian King of Sweden was Olavc? 
who reis-ned at this Time, 



Sweden's fir ft Chris- 
tian King. 

The<?,- man Empire It is "generally faid, tliat the German Empire was now firfl: made eledtive in the Reign of the 

W i3fiu Ic6Ul ** aC Em P eror Otho IIL Yec Macbiavcl? in the Hrft Book of his Hiftory of Florence? places this Event 
prt c " ' under the Year 1002; and afligns the Caufe of»it to be the Refentment of Pope GrcgoiyW 

againft the Roman Citizens who had driven him out , from whom therefore that Pope took the 



Hitfrga ry c h T I ft i a n- 

ized, and its ^ood 



Election of the Emperors, and gave it to three fpiritual and three fecular Electors in Germany. 
Stephen Prince of Hungary? having, in the Year 997, begun his Reign with eftablifliing the 



* c Cbrtftian Religion in his Country, which his Father Geixa had alio favoured ; here, in a great de- 




Lnxemburg built. 

Danijb Ravages in 
England during ihe 
Remainder of this 
Century. 



Poland b c \ n £ eh ri 
lianizcd, is creeled 
into a Kingdom. 



Kates or Prices of 
live Cattle* 



and next a commercial Intercourfe between Hitngaty and the neighbouring Chriftian Countries 5 



and as Htmgaiy has noble Mines of the moft precious as well as of common Metals, and of many 
rich Minerals, and produces excellent Wines, this Alteration has been not a little inftru- 
menral to the Increafe of the general Commerce of Europe. This fame St. Stephen having mar- 
ried the Sifter of the Emperor Henry II. was, in slnno 1000, honoured with the Tide of King of 
Hungary? he having ient to the Pope for his royal Crown, 

Hiftorians generally aflign this Year for the building the City of Lruxcmburg. 
The Pufillanimity of King Ethelred II. in giving the Danes 10,000/. to depart from England? 



v - 
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encouraging them the more to return next Year, they do fo accordingly, with very great detriment 
to England. In 993, they again befiege London? tho' in vain, with 94 Ships yet by committing 
Ravages ellewhere, they obtain 16,000/. more of King Ethelred. In 997, with a great Fleet 
they ravage Devonfhire? Cornwall? and Wales ^ and in 998, they winter in the Ifle of Wight? waft- 
" ~ * " In 999, they fail up the Medway to Rocheftcr? defeat the Kcntijh Forces, 



And the next Year they are repulfed from before Exeter. 



996' 



997 



998 



999 



ing Suffex and Hamp/hire. 
and then retire to Norwa?tdy. 

About this Time alio, according to moft Authors, Poland became Chriftian. And the Empe- 
ror Otho III. going to Gncfna to vifit the Tomb of St. Adalbert? did Poland the Honour of erect- 
ing it into a Kingdom, giving the royal Enfigns to its Duke Boleftaus? the fecond Chriftian Prince 
of that Country. So great was the Power and Credit of the Imperial Dignity in thofe early 
Times, and fuch the Power and Influence of the Papacy, that they could create new Kingdoms? 
and make and unmake Kings themfeives. 

The Chronicon Preciofum (by Bifhop Fleetwood) fays, that in the Year 1000 an Ox was fold at rooo 
is. 6d. equal to ys. 6d. in our Silver Money. And if every other Neceflary was proportion- 
ably cheap, then the Difference of the Expcnce of Liying then and noiv? is as 27 is to 1, valuing an 
Ox at prefent at 10/. vs. 6d. only; u e. Living in our Days is 27 Times as dear as it was 
in the Year iooo. But we are not quite certain whether the Money was exactly the lame as in 
the Times after the Norman Conqueft, tho* lb generally thought ? a Cow is. a Sheep? u, a 
Swine at 8 d. In which Account the Sheep is confiderably dearer than the others in proportion, 
which we have hitherto obferved to be the Cafe in the Valuation of Provifions prior to the 
Norman Conqueft, and which probably may have been caufed by there having been fewer Sheep- 
breeders in thofc Times than afterwards. 



Succcflion of iVIn- 
nnrchs hi this XI lb 
Vcntury. 



Emperors of the Weft. 



Otho III. to 
Henry Duke 

of Bavaria? to 
Conrad e II. to 
Hen it y III. his 

Son, to 
Henry IV. his 

Son, to 

et ultra. 
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1056 
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ELEVENTH CENTURY. 

Succejfion of Princes during this Century* 



Kings of England. 



Kings of France. 



1002 Ethelred II. to 1016 Robert the 




Edmund 

Ironjidc? to 
Canute thel 
Great? to 3 
Harold Hare- 



1017 
1036 





1039 



foot? to 
Hardicnute, to 1041 
Edward the ^ 



Good? to 
Henry I. his 7 

Son, to S 
Philip I. his 

Son, to 

et ultra. 



* n 33 
1060 
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Confejfor? to 
Harold II. to 
William the 

Conqueror? to 
Wm. Rufus, to 

exa&ly. 



io6 5 




1066 
1087 
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Kings of Denmark. 
Sweyn I. to 




Canute the 
Great? to 

Canute III. to 
Magnus, to 
Sweyn II. to 
Harold VII. to 
Canute IV. to 
Olaus IV. to 
Eric IV. to 

et ultra. 



1014 

1036 

1042 
1046 
1074 
1076 
1087 
1095 
1100 



Kings cf Scotland- 

Grimus, to 1003 
Malcolm II. to 1033 
Donald VII. or 7 
Duncan? to $ 1 °4° 

Macbeth, to 1057 
Malcolm III. to 1093 
Donald Bane or 7 
VIII. to 

Duncan, to 

Donald Banc'} 

again, to 
Edgar L to 

1 

et ultra. 
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095 
J 1098 
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As it may be of good ufe to exhibit the Succcflion of Princes in the Kingdoms of Europe with 

iieh En viand had the prreateft Correfoondence or Connexion, to be nreftvfrl m t-liie *w%A **+>*>™r 



o 



Century : 



may 



Monarchies 



1 001 



are 



1 
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OF THE ORIGIN OF* CO M M E ft.C E, J&c. 

A. B. I are the only .Ones . proper for this Xltli Century. Spain in this, and even in feveral fucceeding 
ioo t Centuries, .remained divided into fundry iricptifiderable Monarchies of .both \ChriJlians and Moors, 
. ((thb* Cajtile was .Become the moft potent of the former) and- being conffcantly- at Enmity with 
each other, that Country afforded as yet little or no Material? for our Hiftory. Italy? partly 
j* ji_?_jcl 4.^ .**!•» s/* * vr.mnirp -^nrl +hf Pnnpc anH" narrlv under- the Government of fundry 



g as yet material, or 



fubjefi: to the "German Empire and the Popes, and" partly under the Go\ 
other Princes and Republicks : Norway? Sweden? and Poland? affording nothin 

much to be depended on, relating to our main Scope ? and thp like may be faid of Bohemia and 
Hungary. The' Greek Empire we have profcfledly excepted from our main Defign ; tho' we 
lhall have frequent occafion to treat of it curforily, when oh Matters nearly connected with it. 
And as to Rujfia, it will in efFedfc remain to us a terra incognita until the XVIch Century. 

rhe general Character of the ELEVENTH CENTUR Y. 

Theft; is no doubt but that in this XI th Century, in the South Parts of Europe? Order and Charaacr of the 
Regularity began gradually more and more to appear. Yet in the more northern Parts, and xhh CciUU '/' 
clpecially in the Countries within the Baltic Sea, there was little elfe but Barbarifm? Rapine? 
and Ignorance. For altho' Denmark had Chriftianity preached to it in the IX th and Xth Cen- 
turies, and Norway and alio Sweden in the Xth Centuiy 5 yet thofc Countries had afterwards re- 
lapfed into Paganifm, as had likewife tome of thole Parts of Germany lying North of the Elbe? 
and alfo in Bohemia and Hungary. As to Sweden in particular, whatever their Hiftorians may 
boaffc of their Antiquity, it feems to have been in a great Meafure unknown to the more fouthern 
Parts of Murope till after this Century. Poland^ tho' in parr chri/liauized^ L (aid to have retained 
lb late as the Xlllth Century, their moft (hocking and horribly barbarous Cuftoms of killing their 
old Men pajl their Labour? and alfo fitch Children as were born imperfcfil. 

In the. Middle and South Parts of Europe? the Cafe was more promifing. Germany was im- 



proving very faft. England? it is true, was feeble, and was overpowered by the Danes in the 
former Part of this Century, yet it afterward refumed its native Vigour : Nor was France in a 
much better Situation. Spain remained divided between the Chriftian and the Moorifh Princes ; 
the former, however, Hill gradually getting Ground of the latter, the fatal Error of the Moors 
of Spain having been the fubdividing their Strength into additional Monarchies. The Switzers 
and Grifons remained in abfolute Oblcurity under the Dominion of the German Empire. Genoa? 
tho* in the Xth Century it had been lacked by the Saracens? was in this Century mightily re- 
peopled, and greatly flourifliing in Commerce, fo as to be able to take the Ifle of Corjica from 
the Saracens or Moors. The Republick of Pifa alfo was very potent, efpecially in naval Strength. 
Venice v/as yet more profperous in Commerce; and (as Voltaire obfcrves, in his General Hiftory of 
Europe) cc whilft the Barons of Germany and France were building Caftles and opprefling the 
" People, Venice received their Money by furnifhing them widi all the Merchandize of the 
cc Eaji? the Sea being covered with their Veflels ? being then enriched through the Ignorance 
tc and Barbarifm of the northern Nations/* In this Century, the ftill farther declining Greek 
Empire was perpetually harraflcd between the Bulgarians on the North Side, and the Turks and 
Saracens on the Eaft and South. 

The Ignorance of this Century, in point of geographical Knowledge, feems almoft incredible. The Xhh Century' 
The Germans had not as yet difcovered the farther eaftermoft Parts of the neighbouring Baltic ignorance oftlie 
Sea, any more than Ptolemy the Geographer had done goo Years before. Adam? Canon of Bre~ ^^th^rlrt* 
men? (who wrote his Treatile de Situ Dania: el reliquarum Septentrionalium Regionum? about the Year £^> ff% a lS 
10S0) (peaking of Norway and Sweden? calls them, [duo latijjima aqiiilonis Regna? et noflto orbi ad- 
huc fere incognita'] "Two widely extended Kiiigdoms of the North? hitherto almofi unknown to our fVorfd. — 
J And that, tc to die Eaft ward of Sweden? where it borders on the Riphean Mbun tains, there are 
cc vaft Dcfarts, and Mountains of Snow, where are Herds of monftrous Men, which /hut out all 



Approach ? alfo Amazons? Baboons? and Cyclopes? having but one Eye in the Middle of their Forc- 
" heads : Hi?nantopedes^ flapping or leaping with one Foot only. — Ma-n-eaters without Speech** 
In defcribing the Danijb Ifles in the Baltic? he calls one Holmus? \Bornholm? very likely] next to 
the Coafts of Sconen and Gothland? a moft famous Haven for the Shipping which the Barbarians fend 
into Greece : [qitte d Barbaris in Graciam dirigi folcntJ] Amongft the Ifles of the Baltic? he men- 
tions a very large one called Curland? and another as large named Eajlland? whofe Inhabitants 
are pagan and lavage, £s?r. All which lliews how little they knew of the Countries within that 
Sea. The fame Author defcribes Norway as extending to the utmoffc Parts of the North? along 
a tempeftuous Ocean, from whence its Name Nordwegia? or Nordmannia , and that it at length 
terminates at the Riphean Mountains, where the World ends. The Ancients defcribe the Ri- 
phean Mountains in Sarmatia Europea ? and that the Tanais? or Don River rifes out of them. 
So this Monk makes Norway run to the Middle or Heart of Ruffia. Indeed the Ancients knew 
as little of thefe fuppofed Riphean Mountains as this Author did it was fufHcient when they 
delcribed any Part far beyond their Knowledge Northward, either by the Riphean Mountains con* 
timially covered with Snow? or by the Hyperborean or Icy Ocean* So it is plain Norway's extreme 
Limits were not then known, nor its North Coafts navigated ? perhaps never by any one Perfon 
but by Otthe'i\ who (as has been related) fo juftly delcribed its Shape and Boundaries to King 
Alfred in the IXth Century. Our faid Monk of Bremen? fpeaking of the Orkney Ifles, fays, 
tc It is faid they are within one Day's Sail of either Scotland or England. 3 * All which (hews* 
that there were no geographical Maps at all in his Days. Yet this Author's Ignorance of Nor- 
way is very exculable, when we (hall fee hereafter, that until 1553, they knew not that there 
was any open Sea North of it. 

In tiiis Century the Danes fiercely ravage, and next conquer, England. Norway in vain at- 
tempts the Conquefl: of Scotland.— The No?-ma77s become mailers of Naples and Sicily. And by 
the Normans conquering of England? the Feudal Law is more firmly eftablilhed there, and is 
thence cftablifhed alfo. in Scot lam. . On the other Hand* many confirifcrablc Cireumftances hap- 
pen as introdu£fcoi;.y .to Commerce; fiich as Doomldayt Book for afcertaining the Property and 
Vajiie of Lands, Est*. A Foundation laid for Qilds or- Corporation Towns : And the Cinque-Ports 

Privileges now alfo take their Rife; with many other interefting Cireumftances. 

1 "We 
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' -6 AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION Book XI j. 



'I' he Normans efta- 
hiiJh ilicmfeJve* in 
Kaplcs and 6V1 /._>', 



"We fhall open the Hiftory' of. this Century, with a confiderable Revolution in Italy. 

About the lecond Year of* this Century, certain Norman Gentlemen with their Attendants, re- 
turning from a Pilgrimage they had made to the Holy Land* according to the Supcrftitkm of 
thofe Times, happened, to land at Salerno in Italy for Refrefhment. At the lame Time a Sa- 
racen or Maorijh Fleet anchored before that City, 

Salernit ans ' to fave them frbm military Execution. This Guaimare* Prince of Salerno >, was con- 
to raiie from his effeminate Subjects, whilft the Saracens landed and encamped 

regale themfelves in Jollity and Feafting, The Normans* 



1 002 



d demanded a large Contribution of the 



tentedly preparin 

on the Plain before Lhat City, to _ 

cho* but about one Hundred Perions in all, did in the mean time lb efrcftually animate both 
l J rincc and People in that City, that infteadof £>aying the ltipulatcd Contribution, they attacked 
the Saraccii Camp, and gave them a total defeat, driving fuch as remained alive precipitately 
to rheir. Ships. Thefc Normans being very amply rewarded by the Prince of Salerno for fb 
bravely delivering him and his People from their Enemy, returned home to Normandy. The 
Report, however, which they made of their being lb liberally rewarded, foon allured other Nor- 
mans^ and elpccially fuch as were forced to fly for Mifdemeanors, Duels, Plots, &c. to leek for 



out of itaij and 

Sgct iy_ 



Adventures in Italy * where, (in fine) towards the latter Part of. this Century, under Tancrcd 
a»ui drive the Gmh and Robert Guifcard^ they made themfelves Matters' of the fine Country afterward called 
and Saracw quite jv^/t'j, and alfo of the charming lfl'and of Sicily* not only vanquifhing the Natives, but alio, 

with a few hundreds of HoHe and Foot, routed large Armies of the (.reek Emperors, and drove 
the Greeks quite out* of Italy* and the Saracens out of Sicily* after they had held it about 230 
Years; which furpri zing Con queflrs, however, were not abfolutely complcatcd till the Year 1102, 
by Roger* Grandibn of T'ancred. To gain the Popes elfeftually over to their Side, they found 
themfelves obliged to declare botJi Naples and Sicily to 1 be Fiefs of the Papal See ; and the Popes, 
in return, eredled both Countries into the pompous Title of Kingdoms. Yet whilll fuch great 
Alterations happened, there was but little Commerce of any Importance in thefc Countries dur- 
ing this Century, the free Cit:es and States managing the principal Commerce. 
OrfKm n City of The City of Bremen* as we have oblcrved in the preceding Century, was become a Place of Ibme 

Commerce. Tmnnrfiinrf A nri stvnn inn^ T V ntfonhmiriii c nnnr« •» Plinrh»r nf rlif* Rmwmr Tfpnrv t. 




* c men* and to appoint Fines* Tolls* Sec. as alfo the fettling the pitblick IVcight and Value of Money* 
cc n „u; r u „r r,„.> » That Charter like wile takes the Merchants of Bremen under 



which was to be of fine Silver. 
his Imperial Protection and Favour* in like fort as in other fuch Cities. 



And, lafliy, 



were to have any Authority over the Brcmeners, but the laid slrchbijhop* next to himfeih 



none 
The 



Emperor Conrade II. Anno 1035, confirmed the faid Grant and Powers to Becelinus* then Arch- 
bifhop the Fair to be held feven Days twice in the Year. 
Money iVtll paid by By the publick IVcight of Money mentioned in both the faid firfl: and fecond Charters, it fecms 
Weight in Germany. t ] mt Money in Germany at this Time was not currently coined, but Tranfaftions of buying 

and felling were done by weighing the Silver only ; which is fomewhat remarkable, conlider- 
ing that moft of the other European Nations had current Coins long before. 

The Danes having in 1003 deftroyed the City of Exeter* the next Year they facked Ncrivich* 
and burnt Thetford> and Anno 1005, they mattered the Ifle of IVight. 

Anno 1 006, Sancho King of Navar* afiumed the high Title of King of Spain* which Title, 



Dixnijh Ra\*agcs in 

The King of AWar _ 

aflumcs the Title of however, was not continued * but 

K.ing of Spain* 



kept the Title of their refpeftive Dominions 



y Chriftian and Moo7 m iflj Prince in Spain moftly hitherto 

as Aragon* Navar* Leon* Cafiile* Cordova* Seville* 

Tho* he of Cafiile was even long before 



Ncrnvay ftill gene- 
rally pngan. 



In Sfaht the Cbrif~ 

d 

on the Moors* 



Granada* &c. till King Ferdinand the Catholicfc's Days. 

the lafl-named Prince's Days, frequently dignified with the Title of King of Spain. 

The fame Year 1006, Olatts King of Norway was, for his being a Chriftian* martyred by his 
own pagan Subjcfts, and has ever fince been It i led the patron Saint of that Country. He had 
been baptized in England* as related under 994. Canutus the Great fucceeded him on the Throne 
of Norway* being alfo King of Denmark* who, it is well known, became a zealous Chriftian when 
King of England. 

About this Time the Chriftian Princes of Spain gained confiderable Ground on the Moors of 
that Country. They had quite cleared Cafiile of thole Infidels ; and Saucbo* (or Seiches) who 
had married the Heirefs of the laft Count of that Province, thereupon a/Turned the Title of 
King of Cafiile. His Son Ferdinand afterwards marrying the Heirefs of Leon, added that Pro- 
vince to Cafiile* with the Title of King of both Countries. 

In England* King Ethelrcd the Second's Government was fo feeble, as to be forced to agree, 
in the Year 1007, to pay an annual Tribute of 36,000/. to the Danes, It is fhocking to read 
of the lamentable Ravages committed by thofe barbarous Rovers on our Co«Ufct« And indeed 
it was a moft inexcufable Negligence in our Kings, SuccefTors of Edgar* in not incrcafing their 
naval Power before all other Confiderations, as being that alone without which neither King nor 
People could be fafe. 

The xVrftMr'lJk-i In this Year, 1008, the Emperox Henry IT. made a Donation of the Ifics of Zealand to Baldwin 

annexed to ftanitrs* Earl of J 1 

Hollanders and the Flemings * the former having had a like Donation of thofe lfles by Louis the Son 
of Louis le Debonnaire. 

A new way in E» R - It was in this fame Year, 100S, that King Etheh-edll. in his Diflrcfs, fell into a new Manner 
/ivVof fnrnui«M a * Q f forming a warlike Fleet, by making the Owners of every 1 30 Hydes, of Land, to fit out one 

Ship for the Nation's Defence. 
Br 



J) nr/b Superiority 
over linglan /, fo ns 



pay an annual T*i« 




was now firfl* fortified, having, however, (according to Wcrdenhagen and others) been a 
le Place before. The German Writers think it to have been a Town in Ptolemy the 

llcngijh 



It is, however, generally agreed, that 



national) i'leui iur 
War. 

J} return fc>i t fit" • \ , n d 

its Andquiiy con- confiderable 

tfJeml. Geographer's Time, by the Name of Pbabitanmn* _ 

and Horfa brought the firfl: Saxons into Britain, in three long Vefiels or Ships, from this fame 

City of Bremen* Jlnno 449. 
Thcneginningof The Florentines matter Feffoli* which proved the Beginning of their Greatnefs, 
/yor-»/i«:*sGreatnef5. once great and noble City for the aggrandizing of Florence* which either now, 

what fboncr, had afiumed an independent Stater, or at leafl: a6tcd like fuch, by 

Permiflion, as Mackiavel feems to think. 



by 



that 



ruining 
or rather Ibme- 

* 

the Emperor's 



1004 



1003 
1004 
1005 
1 006 



roo7 
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* 



OF THE ORIGIN OP COM M.'E R'\CE, 



u P. 

oto' 



The feme Year is nfually afiigned for the 



Ravagers 



burning of both Oxfoz&and Cambridge' by- the Danijh Oxford and Can 
irely ceaied at both Places until the ^Year r 1 33, when **** ddbojrrf 



Cam- 
by 



OH 



:oi£ 



1013 



Whereby all learned Studies, inti 
Divinity LeCtures . began to be read at both Places again, and lince which, to the" prefent Time, 
Learning has, remained uninterruptedly, and greatly fiaurifhed. 

The I<fonnans of 7 Franca [we fhall henceforth 4 call them only Normans who had fettled in The .W^ AVaa»; 
France with Rollo] overran Frifeland, and burnt the Gity of Utrecht \ then reckoned a' Part and the con< l ucr *ri£/«W- 

capital City of Friefeland. ^ ^ 

The Danijh Ravages in England ftiil continuing, not only on the Coafts but- in .the inland The Danes levy 
parts, they every Year burning and laying v/afte Towns and Cities, (fuch as they were in thofe ^^^ u ^£„ f / ant / m 
Times) the wretched King Etbelred II. was by them obliged to agre.w to no lefs an annual Tri- on y " s an * 
bute than 48,000/. (or 144,000/. of our Money.) This Stipulation was, however, on the dis- 
graceful Condition that the Danes Ihould leave 45 of their Ships with Etbelred for the Defence 
of Englaiid againft all Foreigners >, Etbelred agreeing to fopply their Crew* -vzith ViSltmls and 
Cloathing. To fupply this great Expencc, (as it may truly be termed for fuch early Times) a 
yearly Tax of twelve-pence on every Hyde of Land (7. e. on every 120 Acres} was railed through- 
out England. Wherefore the Money lb raifed got the Name of Dane-Geldt, and was conti- Da*tc~Ge!Jt, its Rife 
nued from thi3 Time for 38 Years, and till remitted by King Edward the Confejfcr. Yet and Continuancei 
this fame Danijh Squadron, intended to be our Nation's Safeguard, ferved only to convey Intel- 
ligence to Denmark of the molt proper Time and Place for fre/h Invafions yearly, till at length 

they cook Pofifcffion of the whole Kingdom five Years after, under their King Cantttus, iurnamed 
the Great* 

Dr. Howell rightly oblerves, that in thofe Times there were two Kinds of Payments called 
Dane-Geldt, viz. one occafionally paid to the Danes to buy them off when they made frefh Inva- 
fions, the other was a ftated annual Tax for the Ufe of their Fleets left for our Protection* 
And this lafl-named Tax was continued even after the Norman Conqueft, (notwithstanding the 
Cohfeffbr's declaring it, as above, to be for ever taken off) even lb late as to King Henry IPs 
Reign ; after which it grew out of date, other Methods being taken for the Scowcring of the 
Seas and the Defence of our Coafts. 

Hamburg was now facked a fourth Time, by two Vandal or Slavian pagan Princes, becaule of Hamburg packed a 
its Attachment to die Chriftian Religion, according to Lambecius and Cardinal Baronius* fourth Time by ilws 

About the Year 1013, (fays Grotius, in his Annals of the Netherlands, Book xv.) the Chinefc, ^f^% eSa their va _ 
who had great Dealings all over India, got Pofieffion of the Spice-IJlands after much Bloodfhcd : r j OU5 Revolutions to 
Yet rhey quitted them in about 60 Years after. Next the People of Malacca poffeiled them 5 the prrfmt time. 
but they were driven out by the Natives. The Arabians and Perjians fucceeded them, and in- 
troduced Mabomctanifm amongft them* Thofe Ifles were utterly unknown to the ancient Greeks C/ova known to 
and Romans yet diey enjoyed the Merchandize of Cloves, by means of the People of the Eaft. ^f c ^^fi^ 
Long after the Fall of the weftern Empire, when the Genoefe got the Port ofCaffa in the Penin- \]om\Xw:c the* 
\fula of the Tanrica Cberfoncfns, they for a while enjoyed the Spice T rade 5 and next the Vene- came. 
Hans. When a new Greek Empire was eftabliftied at T rebijbnd, \tfrapefium~\ that Trade was drawn 
thither through the Cafpian Sea ; and on the Inereafe of the Turktjh Pow^r, they brought the 
Spices from thence by Caravans to Al&ppo. The Soldans of Egypt reftbred the Trade by the 
Red-Sea to India, and back again to Alexandria down the Nile. Finally:, the Portuguefe got pof- 
fcflion of the Spice-Ifl'ands Anno 1512, and have been fince driven out by the Holla?tders, who at 



016 



prelent hold them. 

The timber Bridge crofs the Thames at London had been built fbme Years before the Norman A Bridge 6f Timber 
Conqueft, according to all our Hiftorians. We find it mentioned when the Danijli King Canute ac long be- 

the Great, failed up to this Bridge Anno 1016, with a great Fleet ; and becaufe he could not pais fore: Com l ueft - 
the Bridge, he is (aid to have digged a Trench on the South Side of the Thames, through which 



1017 



1019 



he brought his Fleet to the Weft: Side of that Bridge, and fo beficged the City. And Earl 
Godwin, Anno 1052, paffed this Bridge with his Fleet through a Draw-bridge, to the Weft Side 
thereof 

To make even a Bridge of Timber over fo great a River, lhews that London muft then have 
been a conliderable Place- 
In this Year, Odin, a Dane of the Blood Royal, who had been educated in England by Many Danst and 
King Canutus's Direction, is faid to have converted great Numbers to the Chriftian Religion, by convc " L " d ta 
his preaching in the Danijh Ifle of Zealand h alfo in Sweden and in Finland. This is a Proof that ^ rm,an,! y- 
CJiriftianity had not as yet been fully eftabliflied even in Denmark, and much leis in Sweden. 

Kmtte, or Cantttus, King of Denmark, (afterwards (tiled the Great) makes an intire Conqueft ofCamtte the Dane 
England which is all that is needful to be laid on a Matter fo fully handled in all our Hiftories. conquers E^iana'. 
About two Years after King Canute's Conqueft of England, he is faid to have raifed ih England, A great Sum raifed 

nance of his Army, and as a Gratuity to induce them to return home con- b x lhc 0«**fi J Cm £ 

nrh fKr- Q.im fin / o „ £ r^r>n 1 mif lV/fnn™r> nvxt\ if 5c C\\t\ England^ 



frr the Mainte 



tented to Denmark, the Sum of 82,000/. (or 246,000/. of our Money) and it is faid that 
London alone advanced 15,000/. (or 45,000/. of our Money.) If that be true, London muft have 
then been a very conliderable Place* 

. Tho' others write, that the whole Sum raifed on all England was but 72,000/. of which 
London alone paid 11,000/. being above a feventh Part of it. Now if near this Time, #\ e. Anno 
1044, dus Rate of Living, or the Prices of moft Neceflaries, were 15 Times as cheap as in our 
Days, then this 72,000/. of their Money was equal to, or would go as far s as 3,240,000/. of 
our Money, [and not Nine Millions, as fome of our London Hiftoriographers allege.] 



and on Landon* 



And here it is proper to note what Dr. Howell, in his Hiftory of the IVorld, judicioufly writes Jvjtlo- Wi, their 
concerning the Polity of the Anglo-Saxons prior to the Norman Conqueft, wss- That befide the Policy in levying 
" Saxon Kings own Demefn Lands, they received much Money from Mul£ts and fr om the Dane- ra j j^nds of then** 0 
5C Gelt Tax. And when any military Expedition was on foot, they alfo levied much Money on 
4t their People, which they called Htre^Gclt." Pic farther obferves from Doom/day Book, that 
fbveral Towns contributed by Pfefoription towards naval Preparations. w It was a Cuftom for Taxes and Dues 
ct the Town of Warwick, if the King went by Sea a gain ft his Enemies, to fend him either four paid to their Kings 
C4 Badtfwains, \i. e. Boats Pilots! or elfc four Pounds in Money. Exeter, when the King made »y certain Chics 

cc „ 17 uA' l_ t -1j „ o_ r j ™ ' ~c i_T„^_ ~f t ™d Towns. 



any Expedition, either bv Land or Sea, fcrved after the Rate of five Hydcs of Land* 
Vol. I. ' Q_ 



Glou- 
cester 



53 



AN HISTORICAL AND. CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION 



00K lit, 



tc cefier pdid 36 Dicres of iratf, befides 100 Iron Rods fitted to make Nails for the King's Ships. 

" Leicejler was bound, when the King was on a Sea Expedition, to fend him four Horles to 

* c London* for Conveyance of Arms and other Neceffaries. Colchefler paid, out of every Houfe 

iC that was able, Six-pence yearly, for Maintenance of the King's Soldiers, either by Sea or 

66 Land. Moll eminent Towns paid Money to the King upon leveral Accounts, and lbmetimes 

" to the Earl or Alderman of "the Shire. Others paid certain perfonal Services to him and his 



A. D, 



<c Armies 
cc levied 



s, £?<:. They had many Cuftoms extremely different from modern ones* whereby they 
Money on the People, as well as perfonal Service. Such as Jinrgbote* i. e. for build- 
** ing or repairing of Cities and Caftles, Brigbote* for the like for Bridges. Bane-Gelt? which 
4C was in Edward the Confiffor*s Time faid to amount to 40*000 /. yearly, and was afterward 
" termed Hydagium* becaufe impoled on Hydes of Land. Money was alfo railed on Cattle* and 
" called Horn-Gelt. The Normans* when they became Matters here, called thele forts fometimes 
" by the Latin and Greek Word for Taxes ; and fometimes according to their own Word Talla- 

from tfailler* to cut or divide * and fometimes alfo, according to a Word ufual beyond 



fcb gnan* 
44 Sea, Auxilia and Subfidia* 



ft 



Awtn flourifhed 



kofti- 



now 



RuJJta made t rib u 

tary to P-jlanJ* 



Ncnzv i\ in vain at- 



lOjo 



we have? taken Notice of the firflr Remove of the rill then unknown 



jfw*/fiaith\s Time The City of Amalfi* in the Kingdom of Naples* (fays Dr. Howell) was at this Time fo faifcous 1 1 020 
a famous Emporium, for its great Number of Merchants and Ships trading every where, that they obtained in this Year, 

1020, of the Saracene Caliph of Egypt* a iafe Gonduft freely to traffick into all his Dominions. 
By which Favour, and by means of their large Prefents to the Caliph* they obtained in a Man- 
ner whatever they would. He gave the Amalfians alfo leave to build a Church at Jerufalem* and 
a Houfe near the Holy Sepulchre* for the Reception of the Latin Pilgrims, and afterwards ano- 
die** Houfe for the like Pu'rpofe, which, in Time, grew up to be the famous Hofpital of St. John 
of Jerufalem. We lhall fee hereafter, that the Invention of the Mariners Compafs was afcribed 
to Amalfi* 

Avicen* the famous Arabian Philofophcr and Phylician* 13 generally laid to have lived at this 
Time, and to have written 100 Books on Philofophy and Medicine. 

At this Time Boleflaus* King of Poland reduced Ruffia to be tributary to the CrbWn of Poland. 
But fince thofe Times many large Provinces, and even fome Tartarian Kingdoms, have been 
by Conqueft annexed to Raffia. 

Sweno King of Norway attempts die Conqueft of Scotland •* but has almoft his whole Army 
cempt* the Conqueft C y t to Pieces by King Malcolm XL of Scotla7id. 

Tiit/S' reac Under the Year "850-, 

lL x t?Jt Turkiflj Nation, and curforily of their rapid Succefs : Yet it may not be amifs here to remark, 

that Tangrolipix* their Prince, who had before been fettled in Aryncnia* was now called to the 
Affiftance of Mohammed King of Perfia againfl: the Saracen Caliph of Babylon* whom he vanquilhea 
and kills. Soon after which lie becomes Mafter of the Throne of Perfia* and alfo of the CaHphat 
of Babylon. After which he invaded the Territories of the Greek Empire in Afia* with great 
Fury and Cruelty. 

Malcolm' II. King of Scotland* divides his Kingdom into Baronies, and publishes the Law-Book 
named Regia Mdjeftas*- for the good Government of his Kingdom, 

About this Time died Rodolph III. the tenth and lafb King of Aries* or Burgundy* Who be^ 
queathed his Kingdom to the German Emperor Conrade IL Whereby Burgundy* which had been 
a Kingdom a fecond time for the (pace of 144 Years, (viz. from the Death of Charles the Bald) 
now became a Province of the Empire. It then contained a large Dominion, viz. both the mo- 
dern Burgundies* Dauphhle* and Provence. Yet this Union with Germany held but a iliort Time. 

The laft of the three Danifh Kings of England (Hardihzute) dying, the Saxon Line was re- i 1041 
ftored in the Perfon of Edward the Confejfor* in whole Reign, William of Malmfbury [who wrote 
in the Reign of William the Conqueror* and who cites Clifford for it] lays, cc London was a noble 

And fo it Jfcems it was in the 



SsotfrtHtT s political 
Regulations. 

The Kingdom of 
Burgundy comes to 
the Empire. 
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Lsnd'K a Place of 
crcac Commerce. 



The Province of 
sf.4//-ta la. ..en from 

//• c'"T> now 

fir \ fo named- 
Kate ot Price of 
Corn. 



c City, frequented by Merchants from all Parts of the World." 
Conqueror's Time. 

Aba King of Hungary rebelling againfl: the Emperor Henry III. this Year, the latter gave part 
of Upper Hungary to Albert of Bavaria* and gave it the new Namfc of Attftria ; alluding to its 
fouthern Situation in refpe£t of Germany. 

Dr. Fleetwood* formerly Bifhop of Ely* in his valuable! Work in titled Chrcnicon Preciofum* ob- 
forves, that this was a very dear Year for Corn ; a Horfc Load of Wheat, equal to a Quarter, 
or eight Bufhels, being fold for 60 Pence, (or 180 Pence of our Money) and a Bufhcl for 7 id. 
i.e. 22 id. of our Money. If then the ufual or lower Price was about is. per Quarter, 
i.e. 3 s. of our Money, (which is probable enough) then Living was about ten Times as cheap 
as in our Time, fuppofing every other Neccflary to be proporcionably cheap, which at this 
Di (lance of Time cannot be exa£lly afcertaincd, and that the Pound of Silver was the fame 



104a 



104 



J 



SanJvairb a famous 



as fince the Conqueft. 

At this Time Sandwich ifi 



Station for the Exg- jrdv)ard the Confeffor failed with 35 Ships. 
VtoSL routed The Danes invading Scotland* King Di 



Kent was a famous Station of the Englijh Navy, whither King 



Duncan fends Macbeth and Banquho againfl diem,- who de- 
feat the Danes with great Slaughter 

The feme Year the Nobility and Commonalty of Hungary relapfe into Pagan Urn, not only pul- 

Yet three Years 



in Scotland. 

The Hungarian* re- 
lapfe into Pagawjhi, ]j n g down many of their Churches, but murdering rnoft of their Bifliops. 



but are again re- 
converted. 



afrei 1 Kino: Andrew 



tion of his 



Vfttry at this Time 
prohibited in Eng- 
land. 



U/u*y f its State in 
the Roman fcnipire, 
and fince* 



* who had accepted of this tributary Crown from the Emperor on the Condi- 
ling Chrifli'anity* and propagating it in this Country, reftored the Bifkops, re- 



paired the Churches, and /even made it Treafon to forfake Chriftianity. 

Sir Robert Filmer* in his Difcourfe* Whether it may be lawful to take Ufe for Money* {London 
1678, in i2 mo.] fays, " That" (excepting an iinperfe£l Claufe in the Council of Calcluith about 
the Year 7 87) cc till this Year, 1045, when King Edward the Confeffor began his Reign, who had 
" lived long in France* and had been fcafoned with the Principles of that Kingdom, we find no 
" Prohibition of Uftay in England* till now* that he firft baniflicd Ufurers out of England" 

Ufio'lt* or Ufe-Money* had been in Practice in the Roman Empire, both Pagan and Chriftian l 

Yet all Men are not quite agreed on the exa<Sl Meaning of Centefimmn* which, tho* literally fig- 

nifying the Hundredth Part* fome think (ignificd Cent, per Cent* The Emperor Conjtantinc tftt 

Great 



1 044 



1045 



t 



A..D- 

ho4$ 



O F THE ORIGIN OF. COMMERCE &c; 

Gt;cat directed,, That he. that lent two Bufhels of Corn was to receive a third* Ufurai nomine [qn<c 
Lex adjblas periinej^ Frjiges : Nam pro Pecunia, ultra fingnlas Centejimas, Creditor vetatur aedpere] ct But 
« this Law related only to, Corn : For-, as to Money \ it is plain, (by the above Law) that the Creditor 
<c isdeb'arre^fromjakin^ than the hundredth Part? 7 than which Alfertion nothing can poffibly 
be moire decifive : Yet'Sir Robert' Filmer quotes Accurfius and others, who will have this Centefima 
to mean /as . niu cli as the Principal in a Year, [which forely cannot be the Cafe.] Others thinlc it 
wks \ bite per Cent \ per Month: Yet though we cannot, at fo great aDiftance of Time, arrive at ab- 
foliate Certainty, it muft be allowed in general, That it was permitted under the Chriftia?i Emperors to 
tafce Vftiryy there being a Title de Ufuris both in the Codex of Theodofius arid Juflinian nay, the 
very Si/hops, in thofe more primitive Times, did incrcale their Stock by Ufe upon XJfc, which Exor- 
bitances procured the XVII th Canon of the Council of Nice* againjb the Clergy* s taking Inter eft of 
Money. Yet it ftill continued atnongft the Laity until the Vlllth Century, when Charlemagne? in 
his Capitularies, determined, That it ought not to be permitted even to the Laity. " The Canonifts, 



,,1049 



cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 



in fucceeding Times, ftriefcly fupported Charlemagne** Proliibition ; whereby the Ecdefiafiics were 
made the Judges of almoft all Agreements between Man and Man : Infbmuch, that a temporal Judge, 
being fometimes ready to give Sentence upon a Contract, lias been ftbpt by the Ecclefiaftic, on 
Pretence the Bargain ^was ufnrious. Neverthelefs, the Neceffities and Exigencies of Men, in 
Matters of Commerce, &c. by Degrees got the better of this Prohibition 



The City of Dort in Holland, we find, by Eynditis's Chronicon Zelahdi<e, [in 4to. Anno 1634, Den City, a cor. 6- 
Lib. ii.] in the Year 1049, was well frequented by foreign Ships, and ftored with Merchandize. d* rable £.7^.™. 
I1C50] King Edward the CoitfcJJpr, for theEafe of his People, forely afliidted by Famine, remitted the 

Danc-Gcltit rcrr. hid 

annual Tax of 80,000/. for Dane-Geldt, formerly impofed on them by his Father Ethelred II. [Dr. to the People of 
Howell had then called this Tax 48,000/- which he now calls 80*000/.] We have before ob- £*?'Wfor a l ime, 
(erved, that this fame Tax was revived after the Norman Conqueft, under the Name of Hydagium. 



1054I About this Time, the Archbifliop of Hamburg having lent not only Million aries, but Bifhops, Cbrifiiamty propa- 

' *~ ' ' " '-re, "this (fays Angelius a TVerdenhagen) ^l^^^^' 9 



into Norway for the Propagation of Chriftianity there 



tc 
cc 



only occafioned more frequent Voyages thither, but gave lilcewife greater Confidence co the %' cvl ^ t } c (j t , man 
Merchants of Old-JLubeck, Hamburg, and Bremen to trade thither." Mcrchai.tsi to tiaac 

1056! That Stone Buildings were ftill very rare in the more northern Parts of Europe, appears from the thi:hcr. 

'judicious Ldmbedus, in his Origines Haniburgenfes, who relates, that Bezelinus, Archbifliop of Ham- ^"1' g^^fi^™" 
burg, who came to that See Anno- 1056, firft rebuilt his Cathedral Church of Sto?ie? to prevent 5^ r 
Fires, it having been only of Timber before. He alio built in that City a large Palace for himfelf 
of Stone^ with lofty Towers. 

1 060 1 Bela, King of Hungary, at this Time compells his Subjects, who had again rclapfed into Paga- Pogmrfm hard tc be 

nifm, to continue in Chriftianity, under Pain of putting Idolaters to Deatli. This King was the rooicd out in Hun- 

_ _ _ , Hwparv firft coins 

1063 From fundry Hiftorians of this Century, we find the City of Pi fa was a flounfhing and potent Silver lMoncy. 

Republic at this Time. Tlie Hiftpire de V Origine du Royaume de Sidle et de Naples, (Paris, Anno P'fa at this Time a 
1 701) fpeakiiig of the Year 1063, fays, cc That Pifa could then fit out to Sea above 200 Gallies ; Jfn? potent Kepub- 
u — ^and that flic had rendered herfelf formidable not only to the Gehebfe her Neighbours, and to ,c * 

all the reft of Italy, but even to very far diftant Nations : For, after Ihe had raifed to herfelf a 
M poterit Dominion in Tufcany, and liad reduced the Illes of Sardinia and Corfica to her Obedience, 
me, by a moft Chriftian Generality, niade War on the Sultan of Egypt, and drove Che Saracens 
out of a great Part of Paleftine and Syria, and likewife harafied them in Sidly" 
1064! Genoa likewile was In great Power and Commerce by this Time. We find by Xngulphus, Abbott m.ih ere.-u Power 

ofCroyland's Voyage to Jerufalem, [in Haklnyfs lid Vol.] That a whole Fleet of Merchant Ships anJ Commerce, 
from Genoa arrived at jopp/i, upon which Fleet he embarked for Europe in this Year [ #64. 

Before and about this Time, many TKoulands, from all the Chriftian States in Europe? were The fn-qucm h'lsri- 
coiiftantly travelling as Pilgrims to Jerufalem \ who bringing home frightful Accounts of the Ruin »aj;^»»\r^-* pn*cd 
of Churches and Convents in Syria by the Tilrks, paved the Way for tlie' fubfequerit Holy War on ^ - ay lor 1 ls 
that Account of which in its Place. 
1 o 65 1 Ki ii g Edward the Cohf tffbr 1 
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was afterwards deflroyed by 
London? fince from thence named 
Palace adjoining, gradually faifed the Town of tVeftminft'er ; though it was very inconiitlef-able, 
even long after this Time, 

By this Time, according to Rabin aiid others, the Pariftiesof Englaiid were fo mtfch increaied in Parities of Er.gl^d 

* a _ «\ - . a ■ * • .** • * v 1 — . — — ■ - - — » mm...* ^* ■* 
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lihe Nu m be 



its Cities and Towns, than that of 



judging of the Populoufnels of our Cduntiy, nor of i 

>er of their Parifhes, feeing it depends on the Dilpofition of the great landed Nobility 
and Gentry in different Periods ; for to them, the Crown, and the Bifhops,- was owing the Erec- 
tion of Parifli Churches on the Lands of their Vaflals and Tenants. Thofe Ercffcioiis were at firft 
deemed only Chapels, and were occafionaily fupplied with Priefts from tlie rcfpeflive Cathedrals, 
which, in old Times, fupplied the Place of more modern Univerfities, as Colleges for the bringing 
up of Y oiith for the Church bat afterwards the Founders of thofe Chapels procured Clergy to be 
confbintly lettled at thole Chapels, which thereupon got the Name of Pariftes; and it was natural 
for thole who had endowed them to Kaye the Right of Premutation to fuch Livings. 
io66| We are now come to a very great Revolution 

Conqueft of this Kingdom by IVilliam Duke of 
°f Sujfex with a Fleet of 900, or (as fqmc) 100 

~~ " We have nothing to do 

for us jult t6 note, 
_ of this fame Year, 

was invaded by Hdrfager, King of Noiway, with a grfeat Fleet at Tinmonth, being joined by Ha- 
rold's own Brother Tbfton, both of whom Harold flew, and alfo difcomfited their Army from 
whence, *the fame Year, lie was obliged to march into Snjfex, where he loft his Life in the Battle 

whicH 
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Liberty of the People, but 

were extremely grateful to the Kings and lUperior Lords and Barons, to whom they afloicled 
much Pomp and Power, not unlike the prefent Confticution of Poland* with refpecT: to their landed 
Nobility and Gentry. In lucceeding Times, thofe feudal Cuftoms grew up into a confideVabfe 
SyftemofLaws, termed the Jus FcodalS? or the Feudal Law? whereby both Superior and Vaflal 
had a Property in one and the fame Eltate : the Superior had what was termed the Dominium direc- 
tum* whereby the Eftatc was to revert to him* in cafe the Vaflal in Pofleflion became incapable 
(cither by Death without Ifllie, or by Difloyalty) of doing the Service and Homages due by his 
Tenure. The Vaflal enjoyed what was termed the Dominium Utile 5 that is, the ible Profits and 
Power over the Eftate, fo long as he performed what his Tenure required. In Procefs of Time, the 
great Lords and Barons of England fub-divided, or increafed, the Number of their Knights-Fees or 
Holdings, lb far as to render the Number of their laid Vaflals too formidable to the Crown itfelf* 
from whence proceeded bloody Wars in different Reigns, and efpecially thofe of King John arid 
Henry III. In peaceful Times, however, and where the Bulk of the People could acquire any 
Degree of Property, this Feudal Law could not hold long; for as the Superior could not fell, bc- 
caule the intire Profits of the Eftate belonged to the VafTal, fo the Vaflal could not fell, becaufe 
he was not Proprietor. Sir William ST emple (in his Memoirs) obferves, " that King William the 
Conqueror inftituted 62,000 Knights-Fees; that he allotted the Lands into fuch different Quanti- 
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ties as would then fupport a Baron, and alfo a. Knight, or Man-at-Arms* who was either obliged 
to ferve perfbnally, or elfe to contribute, as the King belt liked, proportionable to the Number 
of Knights-Fees in each Barony. At firft 20/. yearly was deemed a Knight* s-Fee and as the 
Money Pound, then and long after, weighed thrice as much as ours, and the Rate of Living 
then was not probably above a Tenth Part of our modern Expence, a Knight, with this 20/. 
yearly, was able to live as well as a modern Landholder of 600 /• yearly Rent. In this Manner 
did our firft Norman Kings fupport their Wars, without any Payment to Officers or Soldiers. 
And the Kings fupported their civil Government and Houlholds by the vaft Number of Baronies 
they referved to themfelves in every County; befide Quit-Rents and Chief-Rents on the Eftates 
ct of others, Efcheats by Forfeitures, Wardfhips, 6f?r. And even the Biihopricks and Abbics 
were, by the Conqueror, brought under Knights-Service for the Lands they poflefied. The 
Crown Vaflals, pofleffing large Eftates, were at firft but few, though afterward gready multi- 
plied : Purchafers were defirous to hold immediately of the King, rather than of a Subject *. 
cc and Kings encouraged tliis Commerce, as it leflened the Power of the ^reat Barons. 9 * The 
The Conqueror Conqueror* for the fecuring of the Crown to his Pofterity, Chared out the Lands of the Englifli 
fharcdout the Lands amongft the chief of his numerous Followers, who (as Sir Robert Cotton obferves) cc were gene- 
of Rngtnna to his cc ra iiy the younger Sons of the belt Families of Normandy? Picardie* and Flanders * retaining to 
fomc inTvery CoTn^ " himfclf, in each County, a Portion of Lands, to fupport the fovereign Dignity ; and alfo cer- 
ty co himfcir; '* tain fmall Acknowledgments from other Lands, called Fee-farm Rents. Thefe Lands were (tiled 
ThcRifcoffte^2rm« in Latin the Dcmenia Regni? now the ancient Demefnes. The Lords to whom he divided the 
Heat* in England, cc L anc j s we re ftiled Barones Regis? u e. Tlie King's immediate Freeholders ; for the Word Baro im- 
The Conditions of ct ported then no more. And as the King to thefe, fo thefe to their Followers, ftibdivided Part of 
Feudal Temua in <c their Shares into Knights-Fees^ So here was a ftanding ordinary Revenue out of each County 
Engtand, f or t j ie King by his referved Lands, and alfo a ftanding military Force for his Defence * every Vaf- 

fal of the Crown being bound to march with a Number of armed Men and Horfes, proportioned 
to the Number of Knights-Fees which he held of the Crown and every Sub- Vaflal, or he who held 
Knights-Fees of thofe immediate Vaflals of the Crown, was bound to march armed, under the Com- 
mand of his Lord, with a like Proportion of Men. All the King's Vaflals were bound to give 
their Attendance in his Parliaments * not only the Barons and Freeholders, but alfo the Bijhops* 
Abbots and Priors attended in this Capacity ; but fuch as held Lands of a Subje£t were not bound 
to perform that Service, but v/ere bound to attend the Courts of their own fuperior Lord. In 
The Otcafion of length of Time, the King's obliging fo many fmall Vaflals to an expenfive Attendance in Par- 
thc Rife ofthe liament, came to be confidercd as a Grievance, which, we fhall fee, was in England remedied in 
o/'Cotm»o:,j in E*$r King John's or in King Henry Illd's Reign, [in Scotland much, later, w*. not till the Reign of their 
/w - King James I. Anno 1427] by their electing two or more of the lefier Barons in each County to 

reprefent all the reft, which laid the Foundation of the Houfe of Commons in England * but the Scots 
held their Parliament all in one Houfe to the very laft. It is not certain at what precife Time the 
Commons of England began to fit in a fcparate Houle ; fo negligent were our Anceftors in recordings 
or at leaft in preferving, the Records of many Things : Probably, the Pride of the greater Barons, 
who were fummoned by Name* made them feparate themfelves from the Rcprcfentatives of the 
lefier ones. In a Parliament, held Anno 1376, Peter De la Mare is mentioned as Speaker of the 
Houfe of Commons* which feparate Houfe therefore muft have at leaft exifted prior to that Year. 
An ingenious anonymous Author of feveral EJfays concerning Britifh Antiquities? publifhcd at Edin- 
burgh* Anno 1747, makes the following fine Remark on the Feudal Conftitution. " The Idea of | 
" a King* where the Feudal Law took Place, is not that of a chief Magiftratc, or Governor, but 
that of a Paramount Superior* having the whole Property of the Kingdom vetted in him his 
Vaflals attached to him by Homage and Fealty, and fupported by him out of the Produce of I 
his Lands, which made a very ftricl: Connexion and Union between them. The Idea of a 
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Parliament was that of a Court, where all the King's Vaflals were obliged to attend for admi- 
The Feudal not lfc niftring Juftice, and for making Regulations to bind the whole Society." In fine, as the Fen- 
favourable 10 Liber- dal Law was in a great Meafure oppofite to the Arts pf Peace? Commerce* and true Liberty, it 
ty and Commerce. £j C g an fooncr to decline in England than in Scotland* aslnduftry and Commerce flouriflied earlier 

in the former than in the latter Country. Yet the Barons continued more or lefs powerful, until 
King Henry VII, procured a Law to be pafied, for the enabling of Lords of Manors or Biironies 
to alienate them ; and. that in his Reign, and in that of his Soh Henry VIII. Settlements came to 
be broke in upon by Fines and Recoveries, whereby the Crown became again more powerful 

than 



1 



06$ 




- How the Kings- df 

fc England fupported 



IL. {Eheir 
bleir 

nures.thej 
Kings, , in 

nahts arid 

ment or Glory in (Peace, "and'.'his Safeguard in War. ' ' Tfiefgrcat'^LoVas and r 'Barohs in thofe Timcs*kept 
great Retinues <of <thcir own Vaffiils' about 'tlicrn, ;u'fuaUy attending them "in Troops, as well on 
Journeys as at home in their Palices7 The King, "byTiis Wardfhips, ''had-the in tire Income of die 
Minors Eftatcs till they came of Age ; allowing, iiiV&ien, only 5 (proportioned however to their 
Rank) a bare Maintenance -to fu'eh ' Wards. IV! Relief s, he had a Quarter of a Year's Rent, 
(and- fome times more) when his Ward canie of Age; V. By the Marriage of " a Vaflal, or Te- 
nant, .a Fine was -always paid to the JGing, or other Tuperior Lord. VI. By 'Forfeiture, the whole 

Eftate reverted to the Crown, (oJf efehfcated, *s the old Term exprcfles it) or other fiiperior Lord, 
if held of a Subje£t. 

A Knights-Fee at firlt being 'but 20/. per Annum, lb his Relief [flelevitmi] was 5/. when he came 
of Age ; but afterwards the Knights-Fees were made 40 /. yearly* A Barony was reckoned thirteen 
Knights-Fees, or 400 Marks yearly ; lb 1 00 Marks was a Baron's Relief. An Earldom was 
valued at twenty Knights-Fees ; lb he paid idoA 'for.Vlus Relief. It is, however, oblerved by The Ch«ncer y Court 
lbme, that William the Conqueror leemed to have tempeVed^ or ftiftened the Feudal 'Law thus intra- cretfed by the Con- 
duced [or at leaft much incrfcafed] ' by him, by introducing, at the lame Time, the Court of lueror- 
Chancery. This lame Feudal Law did more or leis prevail for many Centuries all over Europe, and 
was certainly* unfriendly to true Libefctyahd Commerce ; it is therefore little to be wondered, that 
whilft the former remained in Ffcrcfc, trie two latter ctiritiriued lb long in a languid Condition. We 
hope therefore we need make no Apology for dwelling lb long oii this Article of Feudal Tenures, 



lince it introduced fo great an Alteration in England, attended with very important Corilequences. 
Many of bur Englifh Hiftorians aflert, that there were no J,ews in England, 



until King William Jews in England at^ 

or a little before, 
this Time. 




handed down to us, of which Mr. Terrell, in his 'General Hiftoiy of England, has given the Sub- 



ftance : For the XXIId Law fays, " That all Jews that were in the Kingdom were to be under 
c « the King's Protection ; lb that hone of t hem could put thcmfelves into the Service of any great 
cc Man without the King's Leave • for that Jews, and all that is theirs, are the King's. 7 



52» 



Yet the very next following Law kc forbids all Xlfurers continuing in his Kingdom: And 
f c fuch as fhould be convi&ed of exa&ing of tJfury Hiould forfeit his Goods, and be deemed out^ 
cc lawed." Now (lays Tyrrell)' as the Jews were, in thofe Times, moft famous for their Traffic 
in TJfury, this JXXIIId Law l^ems to have been puf pofely intended as a Check on their ufurious 
Pradtices, as it immediately follows their T61eratioii L'aw. 

In this lame Year 1066, (according fo Lambecitis's Vhronicon rerum Hamburgenfinm) the Ob'otriti, 
a Nation of the Slavi, hUving firft murdered their own Chriftian Prince, Godcfchalc, relapfcd into ; c , , 
Paganifm, and over-ran all the tfrans-Elbian Country-, they alfo facked and deftroyed the Cattle of ^fScby^ tc 
Hamburg, this being the fifth Time that: Hamburg was deftroyed on account of its being Chriftian. Pagans. 

Mr. Cambden, in his Britannia, with Bilhop Gibjbri*s Additions, gives an Inftanceot .the Plain- The Plaimicfs of thq 
nefs of this Age, from certain Yardlands held of William the Conqueror by one William de Ailejbury, Times aW-V/iain 
at Ailejbury, " by the Tenure of finding Litter for tliat King's Bed-Chairiber, [I hope, fays Camb- the 
" den, the nice Pan t of the World will bbfervc this\ Syhenevcr he lliould come thither ; ahd alfqfweet 
c4 Herbs for the King's Chanhber ; two green Gecle if he came thither in Summer, arid to pro- 
" vide him three Eek whfcn<iver he flibtild come thither in Winter ; all which he was bound to do 
cc thrice in a Year, if the King came fo often tliithfer 



We may here; obfervfe, (witliMr. Tyrrell and : others) that from the Clofe of the Reign ofpromSsrto 1066, 
Egbert, King of Weffek, ylnna 837, till William the Cbnqtiefbr^ Time, being about 230 Years, the few Materials for 
Danes never gave England any long Refpite from their barbarous Irtvafiohs arid Ravages, not only commercial Hiftoxy 
on the Coafts, but alfo up into .the inland' Parts; which may ferve'to account for the very few Ma- in 
terials to be foiind in Englfaid fot commercial Hiftory during that Period. 

At the Norman Cohqueftj it is faidi there were not above 100 Abbeys or Mohafteries in England z State oFtheConvmu 
2t Bifhop Tanner, in his Prelace to his Treatife on Relicrious Houles in England, oblcrves, of at ana 

Tliaf rliA ~r*»**r**a- a*'a ^UnO* TiJfiit**hxij£~~ wJfj^a'-iSi^ o# j9H*„^m+ i^K^zn fince ihc Gorman 
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That the greatefl: arid richeft Mdhafteries, viz. 1VefimtHfter y Gldftoithiry^ St. Albans* Cbrift- IP*"! 




" them to attend the King in his TOnr, and to" 6tHer;Services and faxes which leHilar Eftatcs g com^t 

" were liable to ; yet' the l Noftndiis afterward ran violently' into the fame E>eVori6h themfelves. —So 

" that, within 150 Years 5 after the Gohquefti of before ihe lirfl: Year of King Henri III. there 

tc were founded and te-fdurided 4^6 Abbies aridi Priorici; befide 8t Aiicntipnori 

i-n-„ — „j b^a j - tb» . .rratvs^ «»••»...... wriA-.rtiM ^ Gottegcs founded, 

He Houfe^After 
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rali feemcd to have quite its f aft^'for thefe Kifid of ' Iriftitutibhs, a great while before the 
" SiibVerfiow of therri*" 
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in FltuidM for- According, to Werdenhagen^ (fo often 

jLj/K? in Flanders was, by-itejEarl, AfZ 



en before quoted,, .and/ to 'be hereafter! quoted) theiGitj^of 
laidwh&the .Meek? frrfiffcdlwitfa 



Silver Coin . and adorned 'with a Palace, .about this iame, 4 nicmorable ; ;lpearrx66.6 : : i "Wfi SzhriESarj we » fhalL dole 

, probably? loiig before,' ias^agtecdi b 
may be- demonftratcd from , undoubted Vouchers 1 ) • a Pound of: Silver' in 2v?/^vof Goin arid! BeSomi- 

\\T England? actually, weighed a Pouiia Sflnoy W eight, or- Twelve* 0unce&>j?:ahd 



and Money, its State not iriK, { that then (and- even 

at tliw Time and af- - - - v *" - 

nation of Accounts 
fo it held oh, as will be lecn 
the nominal'Value of their 



» - ^*V1V. 

by alhour Hiftoriarisy and 




vcr pafs for a Pound., than was really contained;!!! a Poun 
our Intro duftion :) After which.it went on, gradually linking* till at length. 20 Shillings, or 240 
Pence, or nominal Penny Weights in Coin,,* canie to weigh but One Third of a juft Pound ^Weight 
of 12 Ounces, or 240 real Penny Weight, as. at prefent;" which Remark is highly 'neceflary for 
our Readers to retain in Memory throughput this .Work. Wherefore, in judging of the. real 
Cheapnefs of Living in thole Times, compared to modern Times, there .are three Corifiderations 
abfolutely requifite, vte, Ffrfi? * the mean or middling Price of Corn and other Necefiaries in the 
Money of that Time. Secojidly? what Proportion their Money- bore to our modern Money of -the 
fame Denomination. And thirdly? the Ratio or Proportion of the ancient Price compared to the 
modern Price. Thus, if a Quartenof Wheat, *at this Time, was valued at two Shillings, when 
their Coin was thrice the Weight and Value of our modern, .Coin,-, then that Quarter cofb as much 
Silver is Jut Shillings of our Money ? and as the mean Price of a Qj-iarterof Wheat? in our Days 1 , is 
about forty Shillings, then I lay, that if fix Shillings of our Weight bought a Quarter of Wheat, Anno 
1 066? which now cofts near or about forty Shillings, then, every other Neceflary bearing nearly The lame 
proportionable Difference in Price, theExpehce of Living then was.64Times as cheap as in our Days: 
Am this is the only juft Rule of determining this Point? though,, ncverthelefs,. frequently mifunder- 
ftood ; for it is the Quantity of Silver Bullion alone? and not the mere Denomination of. the Coin 
then and now? which mufl: be constantly kept in View in all Enquiries of this Sort, until at length, 
in the Reign of King Edward VT. the Silver Coins became exaffcly of the fame Weight and Value 
as in our Days. It is alfb tp .be noted, that till long after this* Time, there was ho Silver Coin 
higher in Denomination than a Penny? nor any Gold ones at all till the Reign of King Edward III. 
City**. Pmtt fi le Camhden? in his Britannia? exhibits the following fhort- State of the Rife, &?<r. of the Cinque- 
eilabli'l.ed, nnd the Ports, or five Ports on the Coafl: of Kent and Sujfex: " King IVilliani the Conqueror? looking upon 

kc Kent as the Key of England? did fet a Conftable over Dover Caftle, and (in Imitation of die a/i- 
cient Roman Cuftom) constituted Jiim Governor, i. e. Warden? of .five Ports, viz. Dover? Has- 
tings? Hythe? Romney? and Sandwich? to which IVinchelfca and Rye are annexed as Principals? 
and fome other little Towns as Members only. And becauie they are obliged to fcrve in the 
Wars by Sea, with each five Ships, they enjoy many and large Immunities; fuch as, I. Free- 

** " II. From Wardfhip of their Children as to Body. Ill; From 
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domfrom Payment of Subndies. 

being fued in any Courts but within their own Town 



TV # Such of their Inhabitants, as have 
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the Name of Barons, fupport the Canopy at the Coronation of the Kings and Queens of Eng- 
land ; and the Lord- Warden of thele Cinqtte-Ports has within his Jurifdiftion, in fevcral Cafes, 
the Authority of Admiral? and other Privileges." Since Cambden firft wrote, Scaford is added 
to. the abdve-named feven Towns, and all the eight Towns hove their Members of Parliament 
dignified with the Title of Barons of the Cinque-Ports. Their old Privileges arc now. become 
in fome Meafure obfolete, as the Grounds of. them are ceafed fince the Eftablifhment of our prc- 
fent naval Power ? yet we ihali have Occafion hereafter to be fbmcwhat more particular and expla- 
natory concerning the Cinque-Ports. Under the Y.car 1 070, Ilakluyt gives the Date of 'King IVilliam 9 * 
firil: Charter to the Cinque-Ports 5 and Lombard? in his Perambulation of Kent? fays, cc That Dover? 
u Sandwich? and Romney? were, even in the Time of King Edivard the Confeffor? difcharged of al- 
" moffc all Manner of Impofitions which other Towns bore, in Consideration of fuch naval 
cC Services."" 

About this Time, according to' Adam of Bremen's Hiftoria Ecclejiaftica? Albert? Archbifiiop ofj 
and Orhw has MiH Hamburg? fent Miflionaries for the Propagation of Chrifiianity not only to the Orkneys? but into 
Jeu\^ Hc alfo ordained manyBiOiops in Denmark. Norway? Sweden? and the 

% ullit^ m l ° Baltic Ifles. It is no Wonder that this old Author ignorantiy defcribes old Greodand? or Groenhmd? 

as a large Ifland, 6C Situated farther into the> Ocean than Iceland, about jive to feven Days Sail from 
" Norway, over agaiiift the Swedifh or R-iphcan Mountains. The third great Ifland (adds our Au- 
thor) in the Northern Ocean is Halagland, which lies next to Norway? and not Imaller than the 
other two," [by which probably hc meant Norway Lapland.~\ 5 C That about the Summer 
Solftice they have there fourteen Days continual Sun, arid are as many Days without Sun in the 
Winter Solftice ; the Reafon whereof he (as bad a Geographer as he was) oblerves* is from 
the Rotundity of the World? which the Pagans are ignorant o f? and therefore do much marvel at 
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Money, in l.irger 
Sums, pa d Mow in 
England more by 

Weigh 1 and Touch 
than by Coin. 

Rates of Provisions 
at this Time. 
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this Variation, 6fc." 

Archbifiiop Nicholfon (in his Englifl) Miftorical Library) obferves, cc "That, at the Time of the 
Norman Conqueft, all great Sums were generally paid by IVeight and Touch — Thus the Monks 
of Ely paid the Conqueror 700 Marks, Anno 1073, (fays Speed) And that Prince Edgar Athc* 
ling's Allowance was a Pound Weight of Silver daily. Purveyances, at this Time, were 
changed into Money* viz. Inltead of Bread for 100 Men, one Shilling — One Paftu re-fed Ox, 
one Shilling — One Ram or Sheep* Four-pence — Provehdbr for 20 Horles, Four-pence. 
Now as their Silver Money was thrice the' Quantity of ours, at lcafl: univcrfally believed fofrom 
the Norman Conqueft, if not long before that Period, we mayobferve, that a Pafture-fed Ox cofi 
but threcShUlings of our Money,, which is indeed^ furprizingly cheap. By this Rule, the Rate of, 
living then," * by comparing .the Prices of Proyifion§ then with thole in our own Days? (all other' 
Necefiaries toeing fuppofcd' prpportiohably cheap, .which however Is uncertain) mufl: have been 

above twentjr Time^ cheaper thah^ 

It is not very eafy to rccqn'ciie ^haf-Mn- DrakVUaSra^ Jn his Hijlory and Antiquities of the 

diuonlbim after the City of York, tinder the Year- 1 p.^o^ unflqubted of v the Conqueipr's famous 

co.niucih Doomfday .Book? wliich /\yas Vferiiftifcci strino ipil6. 'Tiie.JfoVmer fays* that- 2?ork Gity .was .entirely 

cdnfumed by Fire Jinizo \ 6J0 j the iattePs*Accbunt imports, that, Anno 1686? ('but fixteen Years 
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wer&.themnear upon aooo-Houfes-in it ; ; fo -tharit muft -have? been rcbuilt^ih-ib flxorc 

die 

1 if Lotion and Y~orl\ as 
£ t to Magnitude, coin* 

r*s P arCti at ***** Time. 

Hiftorv above-named, itfliould feem to have been fmallenthan Tork. _ „ . 

more r 0 ^, whilrtihei&^ 
dlv'a WW held*//'//.*///. 
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i of wafl 0101,6 emmcat 

, than Landau. 

and 



c * Ships; came up to the-JSeartvof theijCSity-frorn Germany^] Ireland, &c but it : underwent great Di- 
** vaftetions^at the r iV"w>/^//Gonquefl:;*-yet its happy 1 Situation on a* navigable River, and in a moit 
cc fertile.- Country , foon recovered it in a confiderable Degree.** Mr; Drake^ above-quoted, thinks 
" that* the Tide, in thofc Times, was much ftrongeriri'tfrc Humber and Ottfc than of later Times- 
<c The huge Danijb 'Fleet, which failed into the Humber, Anno id66,' "con lifting, according to fome 
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Authors, of 500 Sail, and to others, of 1000 Sail^with 6o$oo6 Men,- failed up the* Oitfe, as far as 
cc Rickall, within fix. Miles of York, where they landed their Troops- ; arid'Mr. Drake thinks it would 
" be impofiible in one Day to bring fo large a Fleet up lb far, with their Horfes, Armour, . 
" though Ships were undoubtedly much fmaller in thofe Days ' than at prefent, and although 
** the Tide Itiil flows up to Tork, where it ufually riles 1 4. Feet. Torky layshej at the Conqueft, 
cc was a greater City than London \ and, according- to Leland's Itinerary,* the Streets of its Suburbs 
cc extended every Way into, the Country to the Townsdiftant a Mile round it." .He alfo quotes York, till theAVw«rf 
Hardyngc, c< That, before the Conqueft, Canterbury y and other Cities, furpafled London in Greatnels, Conqucrt, a larger 
" and that, in thofe Days, the City of London had;, indeed, much Building from Ludgate towards ^^ c ^f^. 
<c JVcftminftcr ; but .little or none where the Chief or Heart of the City was in his* Time, in ^ an er " rj9 

cc King Henry Vth's Reign] except that in divers Places flood Houfes, but they ft'ood out of 
" Order. But after the Conqueft London increafed, and Ihortly furpafled all others. 9 * As thefe London greatly in- 
was very little foreign Commerce before the Norman Conqueft, it is not nluch to be wondered at, o-eafcd f 00 n after 
that the Middle, and more Eafterri Parts of the prefent City of London wcrfc fo litde built on arid ^vu™** Con ~ 
it was natural enough for the People to build more towards Wcftminftcr, as the Court and all its 
Attendants lived there, who were, doubtlcfs, fupplied from London with-moft of their Necefiaries, 
Jlfeftmijiftcrhtxncr then, • and long after, an inconfidcrable Village. 

About this Time (fays Voffitis.) mufical Notes* as at prefent, were invented by Guido Aretirius. Mufical Notes in- 
1072 I The City of Delft, in Holland, is faid to have now been built by Godfrey, Duke of Lorraht, vcnrcd- 

J who had ufurped the Province of Holland, in Conjun£bion with the Bilhop of Uirecbt, t then a po- fofiin follami : 
tent temporal Prince, of which Bifhop he held it for fix Years ; when *tbyerry; its lawful Earl, oun e " 
recovered that Province again. . 

In this lame Year, (according to Lambecius) Hamburg was twice left on Fite by the Pagans^ HnrrJurg again waft- 
wafted and brought to the laft Dcfblation and Mifery, merely for their Zeal for the Chriftiah *ke J J *javs„ 
Religion* 




Title of an Earldom. Bartbold of Saxony had Savoy,, from whom the prefent Houfe of Savoy is our ovcrc, £ nnC51 
defeended ; though others derive the prefent Houfe of Savoy from Humbert Count of Maurienne, 
who lived about the Year 1034, Guigne^ Earl of Grifavadan, had that Part of it which he called 
Daupbine, in Favour of his Son, who married Daupbine, Daughter of the Earl of Albon and Vien- 
nois, whofe Succeffors were called Dauphins of Vienne. And Berengar's Succefibrs (as Ifaacfon ex-- 
prefles it) had Provence. Here it is fufficicnt, once for all, to remark, that all thefe Provinces, 
(Savoy excepted) in length of Time, and by various Means and Revolutions, have been long 
fince united to the Crown of France, which has greatly contributed' to the aggrandizing of that 
Kingdom. 

1076 J InSivJajnes IFare's Antiquities of Ireland [Ghap^xxiv.] we find, that in the Year 1076, the The King of Dull;* 

'King of Dublin ( Ireland* s Capital) was alfo King, of the Ifle of Man, and Ukewife of the Hebrides, was now alfo King of 
or weftern Ifles of Scotland at one of which, viz. Ild, that King (named Godred Crovan ) died il7an t 3 rt nd of the we£. 

in this Year. lcrn iflcs of 

In England, a general Synod enadts, " That all BMhops Sees (L e. Cathedrals and Refidences) E^fi/h Cathedral 
4C fliould be removed out of Villages into great Towns/* And from this Order it has gradually Churches, or Bifho 
prevailed, that wherever a Cathedral Church was placed, (if a-Gorporation) that Town thence- amoved from 
forth was to aflumc the Appellation of a City* Thus Garli/le^ Peterborough, &c. are at this Day Town" l ° 




was not always fo ftridtly obferved in old Times as at prefcnr, fince we find iurtdiy^eminent Places g™f™ 
called Cities, which never had aBifhop's See, even hy.Mbnkijb Writers, as Briftol, long before it- ***** # 
had a Bilhop. Even Cambdcn's Britannia gives Shrew/bury, and fome other eminent Towns, thd 
Appellation of Civitas, which have never had a Bifliop's Sec, nor Cathedral 5 neither; is it the ge- 
neral Cuftom. of other Nations beyond Sea. 

In this fame Year, eceleliaftical Tyranny wr 
and confcquent Bigotry of die Laity^ that Po 
any Pope) not only to excomniuiiicate his Sovc 

the moft vile and lhamcful of Penances* which lie as Shamefully lubmittcd to 
lo ?7 1 The fruitful and cxtenfivc province of Livonia 




to 



\a+ or -Lief land*, together with thofe of Pruffia and Uvonrn, Pmjp a% and 
ig , of , Sivedcn, Anno, <ck\§, but had* after his Deatlii ^w/rf/r^ made tri- 



Courldnd, which .had been fubdued . by Ericj King . , ^ m m , 

recovered tKcir Liberty, wercagaifii in, the jYear.i 1077^: made tributary by Gamitus^ Kirig df Den^ : 

mark, and even held in Subje6tion to that Grtwriifoft and till the Poles chnmark. 

maft^ed.theni j after which Gonradc, buke ofrAfo^ftvitfi 'B^thcr'of. JS^^King of Poland, joinied 

with -the Tetitomc Kitigbts oftbe Crofsi. arid \wrcfted them % from : .the. Poles, dividing thcm i -betwceri 

thutiii But this (accordihg to Pujffendorf) did. not happen :till: the Year 1230^ when Conrad* 

having 
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Poland* 



T he Tower of Z,o/r- 
built. 



in this -T£ear William ,the\jConqueror? for .lecqring and bridling! j:he Gity>rifJL0/^ 
dation.of, ,wh}it .in .thofe JDays : was judged to J)e, .a fir.ongjdtadel? with aibroad* and dcep(Bitch, 
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t'enke beats a Fleet 
ul" 1 he Sor/jui/ts of 



fupplied wirhWater^^^ weH JUnownrbty the/Name<of the 'wwertof London. 

In'the&tne/^ear, the .Vcntfimis gave ei^dlual.Afliftanee'.tQ .the Greek Empire, by vanquifhihg 
the Fieet.of Robert Gfdfcand? ©uke of Apulia? who was ; bcfieging -BurazzoJ That wile Republic, 
probably, did not relifh lb. ^dtive : a People as. the jyi?mrt;/J to be:fo near Neighbours to them. 

In this Year alio, Duke jip&et't? Son to -William the Conqueror; going on an Expedition againft 
fo a n d c J , an J gr ea t ' y Scotland^ founded a Caitie pn the River %yne \n Northumberland,, where there * ftood a fmalVVillage 
Coarivadc! 11 ,B called Monkfejlcr? which, after the Ere£tion of .this iCaftle, gradually increaled to a great and opu- 
lent Town, by the new N 4 ame of Neivcaftle, upon Tync. The prodigious Quantity of Pit-Coal? 
afterward dug out of the Bowels of the Earth in its Neighbourhood, of which great Quantities 
were exported to foreign Countries, (long;befbre the Demand for them at London was conliderable) 
has not a litde contributed : to make this Place great, rich, and populous. 



r rhc A rat* Fzrcfl m 
Ha wpjhtre* its \v ic - 
ketl JLllabliflinjciit. 



London has exa«gc-. 



This fame Year gave Birth, to the famousrNew-Forefl of Hampjhire? occafioned by William the 
Conqueror's immoderate Paffion for hunting. That arbitrary Prince, to gratify this Humour, di£ 
peopled a.Country of aboye thirty (Ibme lay above forty) Miles in Compafs, demolished thirty-fix 
Parifli Churches, feveral petty "Towns, 3hd many Villages and lingle Houfes, to make a Foreft 
for die Habitation of v/ild Beafts. And (befide the Hurt he thereby did, in this relpeft, to very 
many Individuals turned out of their. Habitations, and to the Trade and Correfpondence of that 
Part of the Country) fome Authors allege, that he did not make the Owners of the Lands or 
Houfes the leaft Amends. This large Trait of Ground lay open for many Ages, thereby expos- 
ing that Country to Invafions, till King Henry VII. built fome Caftles for its Security, and there 
are now many Towns and Villages in it. 

Although the Danijij Ravages, before the Norman Conqueft, had forely diftrefied the City ofjioSo 



rated Accounts of its London? yet William of Malmfbury? who wrote loon after the Conqueft? calls London cc a noble and 
ivj.oanudc, tsc. uc ric b C i t y^ frcqu en t e d by Merchants and FaSlors from all Parts ? y The romancing Fitvz-Stephcn^ 

who alio lived at this Time; goes farther., in laying, tc That London had ndw 122 Parilh Churches 



cc 



cc 



Julin City, a great ^ 
)• inpoiium on the 
Coail of Pomcranla 



and 13 Cqnyents ; and that a Mufter bcingmade of men in it fit to bear Arms, they brought 
into the Fieid 40,000 Foot and 20,000 HorJfcmen." It will require but little Trouble to de- 
monstrate this Account to be extremely beyond Truth 5 fince, even now? the intire City of Lon- 
don within the Bars, or the Lord-Mayor's Jurifdi£fcion, cannot mufter luch a Number of either 
Horle or Foot, although ;the City be now much better filled with Houfes, and more clofely built, 
than it was long after this Tjme.; lb uncertain is it to truft to the Accounts of thole old Monkilh 
Writers. And, indeed, we need the lels to wonder at this wild Account, fince, in our Preface, 
we have Ihewn even more grofs Miftafces made, relating to the Fopuloufnefe of London^ fcarce 1 50 
Years ago, by fuch as ought to have known better. 



the Baltic 
ia Fcclcjiaf- 

He calls it [nobilijfnna Cvoitas Julinum, fcfc.] " the molt re- 

"What he meant 



The City of Julin, on the ifle of Wollin, oppofite the Mouth of the River Oder, on 
Shore of Pomcrania? is celebrated in very lofty Strains by Adam of Bremen-, in his Hiflorh 
\tica? written about the Year 1080 
<c n owned City 'Julin?. a moft celebrated Mart both for Barbaria?is and Greeks. 
by Greeks cannot well be comprehended ? unlefs, even in thole early Times, the Subjc6ts of the 
Greek Empire, living next Poland? or on the.Confines of Hwigary? and the Coafts of the Adriatic^ 
might refort to this Place over Land for Commerce * for it is not at all probable that they made fo 
long a Voyage as from Greece to the Baltic? by Sea, in thole Times. Our faid Author fays, <e There 
are very many great, and...fcarcely credible, Things ipoken of this City ; — As that it is the 



cc 



greateft City in Europe? inhabited by Sla vi [cum aliis Gent ibus Graecis et Earbaris] with other 
" Greek and Barbarian. Nations—That their. Neighbours, the Saxons? are alfo permitted to live 
tc there, provided they do not. publicly profefs . Ghriftianity* — Yet, though this City Hill remained 
* c in Paganifm? neverthelefs, in Point of Juftice and Holpitality, no People whatever are more 
cc honourable and generous. " This City is filled with the Merchandize of all the northern Na- 
cc tions, and abpunds in every thing that is curious and rare/* 

Thefc are likevyife the very Words of Helmoldus 9 who lived in the Xllth Century, in treating of 
Winet? in the_ neighbouring Iflc.ofi Ufcdom? in his Chronica Sclavomm? who certainly tranlcribed the 
identical Words of Adam of Bnemen? and applied them to Winet inftead of Julin y unlefs thefe two 
be only different Names for the fame Place, which is not very probable 5 becaiile, though the 
two Iflands be near each other, the one Ifle is- named Ufcdom and the other Wollhu It was lb fa- 
mous a City in the Year 112 7, that, in that Year only, according to fome Authors, there were 
22,000 Citizens baptized in it. Each foreign .Nation of Merchants in Julin had a leparate and 
diltindb Street to live in.; fo that it .gave Placc'to no City but Conftantinople, (fays Hchnoldus :) Yet 
it remained obftinately in Paganifm till the Year 1150? (fays Werdenhage?t ?) though others write 3 
as above, under Anno 1 1 2 7. 

This Account, howeyer, of Julin? is the more to be credited, as coming from an Author fo 
welilppkenof* as is. Adam of Bremen? by Germ)d>Johti Voffnts? Cardinal Bar onius^ and others, as 
being jyhat they .call' {perns Gbronographus\ a fair- or true Hiftorian. Yet lie* like all the other 
Monkifh Writers of thofe Times, has given Credit- to ' the ufual Legends of Miracles and Procti-j 
gies beheved'in thofe dark Times ; and may alfo'havje magnified the Condition of Julin^ a Place 
which ptobably .he never law,; as^being:at a confidbrable DiftahGe from-JSr^w/j and alfo a Piigan 
City. . Wei IhaUktreat of .its Deftruftiondn the following Century^ 



Copenhagen not yet I h 
named, and Rojibihl mark? 
sis yet the Capital of jffam 
Dtnmark. ^ J 




Fore, in defcribing the Ifland of Zeclatid in the SbHnd? v/hich he fays was, in his Time^ 

a famous, 



» 



OF THE ORIGIN" OF COMMERCE, &c. 
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A. D. I famous, as well for the Strength or Number of its Inhabitants, as for its Wealth or Plenty of 

Corn, he makes Rofchild, (an inland Town, now chiefly famous for being the . Bufying-place of 
their Kings) to be the greatelt City thereof, and the then Rcfidence of their Kings ; And (with- 
out naming Copenhagen at all) lie mentions Aarhufen and Alburg, 6cc. in Jutland, and Lunden in 
Schonen : cfr At which laft-named City (fays he) there is much Gold, which they get by their Pi- 
cc nicies on the barbarous Nations on the Baltic Sea ; and, by realbn of the Tribute paid to him, 
cc the King of Denmark tolerates thole Piracies.** Neither does our Author mention Stockholm at Nor StscUoi>n m but 
all, but makes Byrca and Upfal (which he fays are near to each other) to be die chief Towns of Jfyiwand Vjftd 
Sweden* liere the Scholiafl: on our Author mentions the golden Chain which furrounded the Top ^^^^^tJ tHm 
of the heathen Temple at Upfal, [of which Puffendorf* &c. alfo make mention.] And in that Part ns ° 
of Sweden named Gothland, he mentions Civitas magna Gothomm, Scaran ; et Crvitas magna, Siclona, 
u e. the two great Cities of Scaran and SiSlon. Here our Author dilplays the Ignorance of that 
Age, by his romantic Account of the Regions to the Eafl: of Swede??, where the Herds of monflrous 
Me,+ forbid our Approach, &c. as elfewhe re mentioned in this Work. He alfo mentions Heljinburg, 
on the Shore of Schonen? which Province, he fays, abounds in People, Corn, and Merchandize, 
and has 300 Churches 5 as Zecland Ifle does half as many, and Fuhnen one Third of chat Number. 

Italy, at this Time, was miferably divided between the Emperor and the Pope; and the Kmpe- /V.i. O»r.oi. ion. 
rors generally lofing Ground, the great Cities of Italy thereby gained more Freedom : And the 
Citizens of Florence (lays Macbiavcl) remained united within themlelves, without aiming at any 
thing farther than their own Safety, until the Year 1215, that they fell into fundry Factions ; and 
particularly with the other Cities of Italy, into thofe famous ones of Guelphs and Ghibelincs* 

Polandxs degraded from being a Kingdom by the Pope, becaufe King Boleflaus II. had murdered /'oW-'^-rr- 1 ] 
St. Staniftatis, JBifhop of Cracow ; wherefore, the future Princes of Poland contented themfelves fl ' ' m ;| * • *° 
with the Title of Dukes, till, by Papal Permiffion, its Prince Primtflaus re-affumed the R^ ^o YcLT ^ 
Title, Anno 1295, after having been above 200 Years deprived of that Honour. 

The City of Toledo is taken from the Moors of Spain, and made the Capital of the Chriftian?* /«frtak.ii ftom t e 
Kingdom of Cafiile. 

In the Year 1086, the famous Doomfday-Book (ftill remaining in the Exchequer, and written on Dctn.fi Z7s:*i:nifh- 
Vellum in Latin) was finifhed by Direction of JVilliam the Conqueror ; being that ever-memorable cd tlus * Clir - 
Survey of all the Lands of England held in Demefne, as well in Edward the Con] efforts Time as in 
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1085 
1086 



Aiocn. 



his own; by which Means lie exactly learned the Quantity of Acres of Land in the Kingdom. 
Dr. Brady, in his Treatife of Burghs, has taken the Pains to extract from that Book what he found 
relating to Burghs : And he obferves, cc That what we now call Cities, Towns, and Burghs, made Cities and Tc » ns 
6C but a very fmall Figure in this Nation in the Saxon Times before the Conqiteft - 9 they were not Eng.^nJh^i mean 
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nil after the. l\*t man 
Cor.queft, 



then Corporations, or Bodies-politic* and were frequently called promifcuoufly Towns or Cities. 
Thus, in Doomfday-Book, Leicefter, which never had a Bifhop, and Glocefler, whicli had none 
then, areftiled Civitas. The great Diftindfcion (lays he) grew after Cities were made Counties 
by Charter. By the greater and lefier Doomfday-Book, it appears that the BurgcfTes (by which, and their Inhabitant* 
we conceive, was then probably meant all the Housekeepers and Tradefmen in Towns, who » n a *<- %, v' ilc Malc - 

all Taxes in thole Towns) had rnoftly their Patrons, under whole Protection 



paid 

followed their Occupations, for which they paid a certain Acknowledgment 



they 

Other Towns 




were in a yet more lcrvile State, as being what they called [in Dominio Regis, uel aliorum"] 
altogether under the ablblute Power of the King, if in his Demefne, or clfe under fome 
temporal Lord, Biftjop, or Abbot, as Part of their Demefne Lands. And in this laft Cafe, they 
were at the Difpofal of their Lords^ (whether King or Subject) without whofe Confent they 
could not devifc their Eftates even to their own Children. Under their Authority they were 
ermitted to carry on their refpective Callings or Trades \ for which, in Return, they were 
ound to pay them fuch Cuftoms, Duties, &c m as fliould be impofed on them. But, as this How V. r/- and 
laft-named arbitrary Impolition could not but be difagreeable to the Inhabitants, diefe gradually incir ^I'ah-*:!-":* 
obtained, in Lieu thereof, to have a certain fixed Sum levied annually on their refbeffcive ?.' a *- r,: \V ,c ,UI * J 
Towns, which was called their Fee-farm or Ferm : But yet, on extraordinary and emergent Oc- » mnnu . ii v *Virv 
Gallons, if the King did require a Tallage, Sec. either for the Redemption of his Perfon, the Mar- have- line.- c 
riage of bis cldefl Daughter or Sifter, or the Knighting of his eldeft Soil, then the Burghs were to 
bear their Share thereof. London, it feems, had earlier Immunities than moffc other Towns, 
[which perhaps was the Realbn that it and IVincheflcr were not inlerted in Doomfday Book"] as 
appears by the Conqueror's brief Charter to that City," (in all our Hiftories) granting, cc That 
all the Bnrgejfes, French and Englifh, fliall be law- worthy, as in King Edward V Days ; and that rershnc* Umiuno 
each Child be his Father's Heir,*, and I will that no Man command any IVrong to be done you" L**a**. 



Vhc Rife of the fir- 

farm J of Burghs* 



If'H! <*:*• ihc Con que- 



To be law-worthy, was to enjoy the Benefit of a Freeman, with refpect to the Law ; which the In- 
habitants of many other Towns, in chofe Days, did not, being bound, to fubmit to the abfolute 
IVill of their faid Lord, (a Condition ftill kept up in many Manors in England, as Copyholders fre- 
quently know to their Coll.) tc In mod Burghs (fays Brady) very many BurgefTes remained in 
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that fervile State, (as others did in a middle or neutral State, between Servitude and Freedom) 
till our ancient Norman Kings granted by their Charters, that there fliould be Merchant or trad- 
ing Guilds, Communities, and Societies in Burghs* and gave them free Liberty of Trade, [the 
Words of mod of their Charters] without paying; Toll or Cuftom any where, other than their 
own Fee-farm Rent in Lieu of them, where that was referved. It wants not Probability, that 
William Rttftts, Henry I. and King Stephen, being all Ufurpers, granted large Immunities to Tlic T ni*runhics of 
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Burghs, to lecure them to their Party. And by the Time that Glanvi/le wrote, which was in £j£/££I3ur£h 
the Reign of King Henry II, they had fuch great Privileges, that if a Bondman or Servant 
remained in a Burgh, as a Burgefe or Member of it, a Year and a Day, he was, by that very 
ReGdence, made tree. And lb it was in Scotland ; he was always free, and enjoyed the Liberty am i 0 f ij lo f c \ n s t -<>t 
of the Burgh, if he were able to buy a Burgage* and that his Lord claimed him not within a .W. 
Tear and a Day. The Immunities granted by thole Kings were certain Charters, for difcharg- 
ing the Burgefles of fuch Towns from ft oil, Paffage, Pontage, Laftage, Stallage ; and that they 
fliould have all Liberties, &c. belonging to free Burgeffles or Freemen, upon paying their Fee- 
farm : They were alfo to be free from certain- Fines or MultSls ; from Suit to Hundred and 
County Courts, or any where clfe but in their own Burgh, excepting in Pleas of the Crown. 
Vol. 1. S " And 
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The ufiial Grounds " And upon account of thefe and fochlike Liberties, the Prince, or other Lord of the Burgh, I A. D, i. 
orthcCrowirs grant- cc e i c i aer received Toll and Cuftoms for the Goods bought and fold, or elfe, in Prbcefs of Time, a 1 1086 
^«^^nd?ifcrcnt " Fee-farm Rent, or artnual Compofition, as aforefaid, in aftated Sum, always lefs rhan the true ' 
Reigns, 1 1 ^ cc Value, and alfo a reafonable ^Tallage or Aid? when for his Neceffity he faw Reafon to impbfe it; 

" and whenever the King made a Tallage on Towns of his Demefnes, the Towns and Cities, 
cc which had been granted to his great Lords and Biftidps, were to be rcalbnably tallaged by them 



in like Manner; as in the Inftance of Nciv-SArtim? made a City, and given to the Bifhop in the 
cc XI th of Henry III. Anno inzyS* Mr. Madox? in his Firma Burgi? (Chap. xi. Se£t. 2.) fpeaks 
more like an Exchequer- Mail? as he was, and a Servant of the Crown. cc The Kings of England 
(fays he) made their Towns Free Burghs? [ad Crcmentum vel Meliorationem Fillai] for the Increafc 
or bettering of the Town ? not to defeat themielvcs of their Perm Due from the Towns. — This 
was the great End for which Franchifes by Charters were then wont to be granted, vix. to en- 
able the Townfmen to live comfortably, and to pay with more Eafc and Punctuality their yearly 
Perm? [as he writes this Word] and other Duties to the King." So run many of their Char- 
ters, viz. 

4t K. Henry II. to London? [ad emendationem Civitatis'] i. e. for bettering that City. 

cc K. Richard I. to TVinchefter and Lincoln? the like. 

4C K. John? to London? the like, (Anno 1199) (into RcgnL) 

and to Tarntouth? ad emendationem Burgi de Gernemutha, (Anno 1208.) 
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K. Henry III. to London and Glocefter? the like, (Anno 1227.) 
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K. Edivard L to Kingfton upon Hull? (which he had built) for the Amendment of their Town, 
and the Improvement of the King's Rents there, (Anno 1298.) 

" K. Edward II. Co Rcfju? Anno 1316) to CarliJIe (r , - ,» « . ™ 

(l v rj j ttt / n a * t j > For bettering or amending; their Towns. 

tc K. Ednvard III. ( imo Regm? Slnno 1327, to London \ 0 53 

« . (6/0 Regni? Anno 1333) to Exeter^ (which City was of the ancient Demefnc of 

the Crown) to the End they might live in greater §>nict? % and the better attend their 'Trades a?id 

Bajinefs. 

" and lomo Regni? to Glocefter? the like, (Anno 1337.) 

cc K. Richard II. (19 Regni? Anno 1396) to York? the like. 



cc 



cc 



K. Henry VI. to Gippeivic [i. e. Ipfvich'] the like, (24 Regni? Anno 1446.) 



K. Henry VII. (20 Regni? Anno 1505) to Lincoln. Out of his AffcEtion to the Mayor and Bra'- 
geffes, for the better keeping of the Peace there? a?zd for the found Government and general Good of the 



cc 

" Burgejfes? or Inhabitants" 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



The Kings of E>*g- <c The Kings of England?" (fays Madox? ibidem) cc in ancient Times, were found to be merci- 
W/oftcn kind to " ful and gracious Lords to the Inhabitants of their Towns : For it was intirely in their Choice to 
their demefnc " let their Towns to a Provoft, or Cuftos? with Power enough to opprefs the Townfmen ; or they 
Town^ when in cc m jgi ic let out their Towns at a Rack-rent, or dthenvife, to any Farmer whom they pleafed to 
31 e # <c gratify. It is manifeft therefore, that they gave the Inhabitants of their Towns an ample Proof 

cc of their Grace and Clemency, in granting them the Option of talcing their Towns at Ferine. 
Thofe Towns having commonly good Pennyworths of the Crown. The Ferme (fays Madox) 
ufually confifted in Lands or Houfes, in or near the Town, in Mills? Fi/heries? &c. which were 
either originally in the Crown, or elfe fell to it on various Occafions 3 and which the Crown 
beftowed on the faid Towns, referving a Rent thereout called the Fenne: Thefe were called 
Demefnes of the Crown, and fuch as are found in Doomfday Book are reckoned the ancient De- 
mefnes. When any fuch Towns met with Lofies by Fire, Captures at Sea, Inundations, fife*, 
or fell to Decay through Length of Time, Lois of Trade, E9V. our Kings were commonly dif- 
pofcd to lhew particular Marks of their 'Grace to fuch their Demefne Towns, by frequently re- 
mitting all, or Part, of their Fermc? for one or more Years." Here Mr. Madox gives many In- 
ftanccs thereof : Such as, 

To Durham-, by K. Henry I. 60 Shillings remitted in Part of 100 Shillings Fine. 
To St. Edmitndjbury and Dorchefter? certain Arrears. 
To Waringford^ [now fValingforcT] becaufc of their Poverty, the like. 
To GuldeJ vr 'd [now Guildford] 6s. 8d. by ffewy II. Anno 1173- 

K. John to Dumvich 40/. in Part of 100 A and one Mark for their Fermc : And K. Hemy III. 
remitted them yearly 20/. and gave them 47/. tos. for repairing their Harbour. 

Henry III. obferving the Houfes in the City of Winchefter to be ruinous, by reafon of their Po- 
verty, reduced their Ferme, for twenty Years-, frbm 80/. to 100 Marks, as did likewife King 'Ed- 
ward I- Other Remiflions to various Towns, were for walling their Towns, or repairing their 
Walls or Towns as Edward I. to Northampton arid D'wvwich? Edward III. to Fortfinouth? Henry IV. 
to Southampton? and alfo to Hethe? [now Hylhe'] cc Becaufe the lall-named Town had had upwards 
" of 200 Houfes burnt down, with all the Gbbds, &?<:. therein, to the Value of 600/. and up- 
" wards ; having alfo loft five Ships by Storms at Sea, and in them 1 00 Men by reafon of 
* c which, and of their having been lately Vifited with the PlagUe and other Misfortunes, the Inha- 
cc bitants were about to quit the Town, smel 'fettle clfewliere." Alio K. Henry VI. to GipKvick? 
[now Ipfevicb'] then impoverished, and alfo to thfe 'City of Tork ; and King Henry VII. to Bedfo?'d? 
for the like Reafon. 

As, from the Norman Conqueft downward j the Cities and Tov/ns of Eng land were either vefted 
in the Crown, in the Clergy, or in the Lay BaVdhhge, " Thofe in the Crown, (fays Mr. Madox) 
* c which are named in the venerable Record called * ** 




" pal Cities and 
" King's Land ;) 

ture, (for it feems to be no more) why "London arid Winchefter are not named in Doomfday Book. 

All the Particulars of which, (as ^farifcribecl by *Dr. Brady) relating to Burghs, give but 
little Satisfaction toward our preterit tJndeffchking^ as they do hot afcertain the exaft Num- 
ber of People or Houfes of any *on'e 'Burgh ; but mcreiy, or at : leaft principally, the Quantity of 
annual Revenue arifing to the Growh, 'from v a certaifi Plumber of the Burgejfes living in fuch tc- 
fpeftive Towns, who fcem to have been 1I6 other than the Houfekeepers, who were able to jiay 
the King's Dues and Taxes ? and thertifofe, in I'&cfcoHitfg up the HoufcK which paid to the Crown, 

they 



OF THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE, &c. 



6y 



For Inftance, " In the City of 2Tork 9 in the Time of ?'n FirroV (Jtwy 

One of*"""- 



p. 1 they always fpecify how many lie v/afte. 

86 " King Edward the Confejfor^ there were fix Wards, befides the Archbifhop's Ward* 

« thefe was deftroyed when the Gaftlcs were built. In the other five there were 1418 Manfions 
tc inhabited, {i. e* (fays Brady in his Margeht) fitch as were let for an annual Rent, and the Inhabit 
tants bound to refiae in them.] Of all thefe Manfions, there are in the King's Poflcfljon, inha~ 



cc 



cc 



bitcd, and paying Cufiom 9 409, great and fmall, and 400 not [conftantly] inhabited-, the beft 
cc of which pays one Penny, and others lefs and 540 Manfibris fo uninhabited, as that they yield 

The French" 17* e. the Normans'] cc hold* 14/?." Total Houfes I494j'befide 



nothing at all. 



thole in the Archbifhop's Ward, of which no Number is fpecified* which Houfes, doubtlefs^ paid 
Toll and Cuftom to the Archbijhop as their Lord-paramount 5 and perhaps Tork might have 
Houfes in it fubjedtlo other Lords; So that by this Survey, we are not enabled to afcertain the 
Magnitude of this City, or its Number of Houfes and People, 

Not another Town named by Dr. Brady in all this large County, though doubtlefs there were 
not a few. 



cc 



In the City of Canterbu 



cc 



his Privilege and Juri 



terbury, King Edward had 51 BurgcJJes paying Rent, and other 212 under j„ cksu, i. c. Ken! . 
ifdiElion. Now," [*. e. in the Conqueror's Time] cc the Burgefles paying 



cc Rent are 19; the others, which were 32, are dead, and yet there are 21 
ec Privilege and Jurifdiffcion. The Burgefles had 45 Houfes without the City, 



2 1 2 under the King's 



of which they had 



cc 



the Rent and Cuftom, but the King had the Jury 'fdiElion and Soke. The Burgefles alfo had of \ Guild at Ca*t!tr- 
the King 3 3 Acres of Meadow, which was toward the Maintenance of their Guild* or belonging i„. } , prior to ihc 
to their Society. 



Tfctal Houfes 308 5 which, doubtlefs, was far from being all the Houfes that 1 " 
were then in Canterbury \ but was only the total Number of Houfes there Which paid Toll or Cuf- 



tom to the King. 

In Romenel [i. e- Romney] there are 85 Burgefles. 



worth 61. to their Lord yearly. 



It is called the Archbifliop's Land or Manor, Rsrzcnf*. 



cc 



cc 



cc 




cc 



cc 



an Enemy, they fent him four Horfcs to London" (as elfewhere noted) 14 for carrying of Arms 
ct and other Neceflaries." This fhews Leicefier to have been a Place of good Account in thole 
Days, although the Number of its Houfes, Burgefles, and People be not here fpecified. 

" In the old Burgh or City of Norwich-, the King and Earl have the 'Juri fdi Eli 071 and Cuftcra of Xtrfuk. 
1238 Burgefles. Stigand had the Turifdiftion and Protection, or Money for the Protection of Newt? a con/i !c- 

50 ; and Her old of 2 2 . m forcd^^n 'S" 

•* In the new Burgh were 36 French and 6 Evgli/li Burgefles *, every one of whom paid an annual orL lt " nci " e 4 
Cuftom of five Pence, beiide their Muldts or Forfeitures. Now? there are 41 French Bur- 
gefles, Vaflals to the King and Earl ; and Roger Bigot hath 50 and Ralph de Bcllofago hath 14 \ 

— - - - Vaflai to the Abbot, 1 , 

Total Bur- 

gefles or Houfes 1476. 

cc Thctford (including empty Houfes) had 944 Houfes 5 now only 720 Burgefles, and 224 7,k//W. 
cc Houfes void. 



cc 



u * ™ ■ ' — ' 1 O O -* ' *. -* 

" Hornier 3 ; and Robert* a Manager of battering Engines, 5 ; Fulcher, Vaflai to tl 
cc and Ifaac 1 ; and Ralph JVoolsface 1 ^ and 3 In the Earl's itefo or Grinding-houfe. 



Nothing farther of I 



" King Edward held Tarinbuth \ {Gernenme\ it had always 70 Burgefles. 

thefe Burgefles in Doom/day Book. Our Kings kept this Burgh in their Hands, and received, by 
cc their Officers, the Profits of the Port, till the 9th Year of King John, who then granted the 
Burgh in Fee/arm to the Burgefles for ever, at the yearly Rent of 55 /. The 70 Burgefles above- 
named, we find, in the 12th of King Henry III. were Merchants and Traders at Sea, and 
cc the Water." But nobody will fuppofe that they were all the Houfefceepers then irt Yarmouth. 

>f Robert Mallet^ and has 236 Burgefles* and 12 Bordars* [i.e. Cottagers, D**wht. 
from the Danifh Word, Bordc 0 (Domuncula ) i. e. cc a little Houfe," fays Skiwicr in his Etymologi- 



es 



cc 



cc Dunwich holds of 



cofi] ut and 24 Frenchmen. 



Ly 7 c. 



cc 



cc 



Lenn [i. e. Lynn] is barely mentioned, but not as a Burgh. 

SUFFOLK. 
cc In the Burgh of Gipfwic [i. e- Ipfivich] there were, in the Time of King Edward^ 538 Bur- i :J ...... * 

gefles, who paid Cuftom to the King. Now there are only 1 10 Bxirgefles who pay Cuftom, and 
100 poor Burgefles, who can only pay one Penny per head ; and 328 Manfions lie wafte. 

Eye is the Land of Robert Mallet ; there is a Market, a Pound for Cattle, or rather a Parle for Eye. 



- - ' * . — * ' 

<c Deer; and to the Market belong 25 Burgefles, and to theManol" 48 Soc&men, who had izi 
cc Acres of Land. 



SUSSEX. 



p j. m 



" The Burgh of Lewes* in the Time of King Edward, yielded 61. 4s. x^d. for Rent and Toll, Uwu 
cc and he had 127 Burgefles in Deniefise. 

" Pevenfely u e. Pevenfey* belongs to Earl Moreton* wlho had 60 Burgefles there. In King Ed- Pmrfo. 
cc ward's Time it had 24 Burgefles, Vaflals to the King, who paid 14J. 6d. Rtnt -, Toll, 1/. 

for Pafturc 7X. 3 3U The Bilhop of Chichcfter had 5 Bur- 
gefles ; Edmer, a Prieft, 15, Owner* a Prieft, 5; Doda* a Prieft, 3." With others here 



« Cuftom for the Ufe of the Port i /. 5 



named, who had amongft them 15 Burgefles, fpecifyihg their annual Payttterits. 

In the City of Chicheftcr, no Mention of any BmgeJ/ci* only of Houfes and Dwellings and paid cbi.bi^r. 
35/. yearly between the King and Earl Morcton. 

The Burgh and Port of the Gaftle of Arundel* with the Cuftom of Ships, yields i 2 /. 



Arundci , 



HAMPSHIRE. 



Hantc Scire. 



In the Burgh of Hantune (i. e. Southampton) the King has 84 Men, .or Tenants at leaft, (no Southampton 
— : ^ t% ^r _x ^1 Doubtlefs th'ele M^n were Burgefles j but 



" mention of Burgeffes) paying 7/. yearly Rent. , m _ 

the Titles, I prefume, were varioufly reported by the different Perfoiis who gave in the Stii'vey 



Wintheftcr* not mentioned. 

S 
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Book 111 



Dc>-vrt:e Sci'C. 
Exet er. 



DEVONSHIR E. 



" In rhe City of Exeter the King has 3 15. Houfes, more or lels, paying Rent ; 48 lying walle, 
\ c fmcc the King came into England. The Burgefles of this City have 12 Plough Lands without 



A.D. 
1086 



hnd a cc the Ciny, which pay no Cultom, the City itf elf 

bciorcthcCoiiqucfl. Exeter had a or Community at this Time 



This laffc Paragraph fliews that 



Bar ujl aplc> 



Lideford. 



tc Bamftaplc has 49 Burgefles in Demefne? who, amongtt them all, pay the King 40 Shillings 
<c by Weight? and to the Bifhop of CotUance f in Normandy\ 20 Shillings by Tale. 

" Lideford is the King's Burgh, having 28 Burgefles within the Burgh, and 41 without. 
<c Ainongft them all they pay die King 60 Shillings by Weight." 



Bccl'iiigbtim Scire. 

Bochit'^ham Town 



cc 



— — g- - j — - — — 

Cattle of the Town : For all Dues it pays 16/. 



<c 



cc 



!i [arU-Wm 



Ran ban i Scire. 
Northampton Town. 



B U C K I N G II yl M SHIR E. 

Rockingham? with Borton? has 27 BitrgeJJ'es and 1 1 Bordars^ [/'. e. Cottagers] and two Servants; 
there is one Mill of 14s. Rent, Meadozv fufticient for the eight Plow-lands, Pafture for the 

ivhile Money ♦ 

Bifhop Remigius holds die Church of this Burgh, and four Plow-lands belonging to it* 
There are 3 Fillans? 3 Borders? 10 Cotars, [i. c« probably lower Cottagers J and one Mill of 
jos. Rent. It is worth yl. to him. 

c< In this Burgh the Bifhop of Coutance has 3 Burge/Tes, and Earl Hugh r, Robert D'Oyley j 
tc under the Protection of Azor the Son of Tot \ he paid 16 Pence, and to the King 5 Pence. 
Here follow fevcral more Perfons Names, who held amongit them all the remaining 22 Burgefles, 
and weremoftly cither Normans or Bretons^ and held the BurgefTes under the Protection or Patro- 
nage of others therein named, and whofe Burgefles paid them fbme Money, and lbme Money alfo 
to the King. 

44 Marlave^ or Marlow^ is termed "Terra Regius Matildis, only a great Manor, but no Burgh. 

NOR T II AMP T O N S H I R E. 

Ncrthantonc (Northampton) 60 Burgefles in the new Burgh, 40 Demelhe Burgefles. 



cc 



IJertfoi d Si ire. 



Stad/lrJ Sdre. 



Gut Ufa, d. 



f^ar-wic Scire 



ar-iAj, c 



Cofe/bitt and T urn 

nvortt*. 

Wtlie S:irc. 
Cr'ublade % 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



HER T F O R D SHIR E. 
cc The Burgh of Hertford^ in the Time of King Edward? was taxed as much as ten Hides, 
now not lb much. There were 146 Burgefles under the Liberty of King Edward. King Wil- 
liam has 1 S others, that were the Men* or under the Protection, of Earl Harold and Earl Lcuuin. 
$3* " The Town of Hertford (fays Dr. Brady) fent afterward Burgefles to Parliament 18 Times ; 
but from the 7th of Hemy V. till the 22d of King James they lent none, although it was the 
Shire-Town." 



STAFFORDSHIRE. 



cc 



cc 



In the Burgh of Stafford the King has in Demefne 18 Burgefles. 

s u r r e or. 

Guldeford [i. e. Guilford} was the King's Land, but no Burgh. 



c * Gat ton was the Bifhop of Bayeux's Land, but no Burgh" 
But why Soutbwark and Kingjton are not mentioned by Brady? if in the Survey? is unknown tons. 

WARWICKSHIRE. 

cc In the Burgh of Waruoic? the King has in Demefne 113 Houfes, and the King's Barons have 
cc II2-," and then the Survey notes all the Bifhops, Abbots, Earls, and Barons, that were pof- 
fefied of thofe laft mentioned Houfes. 

cc The King holds Cole/hill^ and ten Burgcfies in Tamwortb.** 

WILTS HIR E. 

cc In Crichlade? the King has 5/. of the third Penny. 

" 1. The King holds Albeborn. To this Manor there were 6 Burgefles of Crichhidc^ paying 
cc yearly 64 Pence. 

tc 2. The Bifhop of Salijbmy holds Ramfbcry^ &c. In Crichlade there are five Burgefles, Servants, 
c< or Bafe-Tenants to this Manor, who paid 5 s. yearly. 

* c 3. The Church of Glaflonbury holds Badbiny? &c. In Crichlade one Burgefs, paying 5 Pence 
cc by the Year. 

cc 4. The Church of St. Peter at Weftminfler holds the Church at Crichlade^ and has there many 
ce Burgefles, and the third Penny of the fame Town, yielding, all together, to that Church, 9/. 

5. Church of Shaftfbiay holds Ledington? &rc. In Crichlade one Burgeft, [/. e. one Burgefs 

1 : nyr 1 „.1 : _i s J ^ _ n 



belonging to that Manor] who paid 6 d. per Ann. 



Sunicrfete* 
Batb* 



Milbttrn Port 



llckejlcr. 
BriflaL 



cc 



cc 



SOMERSETSHIRE. 

cc The King holds Bath? where he hath 64 Burgefles, paying him 4/. by the Year ? and there 
are 90 under the Protection of other Men, which pay 60 Shillings yearly. 
cc Milburn holds of the King, 56 Burgefles, paying 3 /. 

" In Taunton there is only mention of 64 Burgefles, who paid 32 Shillings 5 but there are many 
Privileges noted to belong to that Town. 



cc 



— a — o — — ' — — 

Givelchefter (Ilchejler) 107 Burgefles paying 1 /. and the Market 11/. 



BriJiolQity is not mentioned by Dr. Brady ; yet Cambden quotes Doomfday Book as mentioning ir. 
Neither is Bridgwater nor Minehead named. 



Jlrrroche Seire, 
IFalingford. 



B E R K S H I R £. 



CC 



Houfes 



of Walingford 



Then follows a long and rude Catalogue of all the Houfes be- 



3wn f and their Owners, both on the Berkfiire and Oxfordfi 
Hemy II. there were many and large Liberties andPrivile 



geflcs. 



I 
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ffcfics of Walingford, u becaufc they had fided v/ith him and his Mother Maud, and held out* 
" their Caftle for the Empreis again ft King Stephen : He grants them for ever all the Privileges they 
** enjoyed in K. Edward the Confeflbr's Time, and his Succeflbrs — Shall have a Merchant Guild, 
« with all its Culloms and Laws, and to be governed, by their own Alderman. He remits the 
64 Rent, or Gable, [Gablio meo\ of 1 1 /. per Annum — Gives them Liberty, by Land or Water, to 
cc traffic through England, Normandy, Aqtiitaine, and Anjou, Without paying any Tolls, fefo* in as 
" iimole Manner as his Citizens of Winchefier ever enioyed them/* Kine 



9 



Year of his Reign, (Anno 1207) recites and confirms this Charter. 



Henry 



HUNTING D O N S H IR E. tlmuJune SoWl 

" In the Burgh of Huntingdon there were four Furlongs ; in two of which are 116 Burgefles, Huntingdon* 
" paying all Culloms, and the King's Tax; and under them are 100 Bordars y which help them to 
c< pay the Tax. Of thefe Burgefles Ramfey Abbey had xo, with Jurifdiftion and Soke Money, and 
« all Cuftom. Thefe Euftachius (the Earl) took by Force from the Abbey, and they are now, 
" with the reft, in the King's Hands." The further Defcription of thefe two Furlongs, is the 
noting who had been Proprietors, and what Houfes had been deftroyed for a Place to build the 

Cattle on. 

" 2. In the other two Furlongs, or rather Ferlings, [Ferlingt] there are 140 Burgefles, paying 
" all Cuftoms and the King's Tax ; and they had 80 Houfes, for which they did, and do give, all 
«* Cuftoms ; of which die Abbey of Ramfey had 22 in the Time of King Edward". 

DORSETSHIRE. 



Dorchcfter, defcribed as a very great Manor only* 
[Poole, not mentioned in Doom/day Book J} 
[Corfe-Cafile, then no Burgh.'} 



Dorcbejltrl 



Newton, the King's ancient Demeji 
> other Town named in this Count 



LANCASHIRE. 

1 r> i_ >> 



Kenfton* 



WORCESTERSHIRE and LINCOLNSHIRE. ir^fien Darby* 

No Burgefles mentioned. ^ and Lfciol** 

Yet Lincoln muft have been a very large City at this Time, (though Dr. Brady does not mention Umetn, a great City 

it) fince Cambden, from Doom/day Book, fays, "They then had in it 1070 Inns for Entertain- 

<c ment." 

This might poflibly give Rife to an old vulgar Rhime orGingle, vfe. 

* c Lincoln was, London is, and York Ihail be 



cc 



The greateft City of the Three 



53 



GLOCESTERSHIRE. 

cc Glocefter paid 36/. by Tale, in the Confeffbr's Reign, and 12 Gallons of Honey cc At 'which Ghccjler. 
Time, and in that of the Conqueror, Us chief Trade ^according to Cambden in his Britannia] was 
the forging of Iron for the King's Navy" (as being in the Neighbourhood of the Foreft of 
Dean, abounding in Iron Stone, which had been much worked when the Romans were in Britain} 



cc 
cc 



cc 



and fame Honey. 



From the before-named Extra£ts it plainly appears, that the afcertaining the Magnitude of Why neither the 
Cities and Burghs, was no farther the Intent of the famous Survey of Doonifday Book, than as it Magri wde nor Qoa- 
ferved to inform William the Conqueror of his Revenues arifing from them. There is moreover $ ir ° hj afe}JfSy 
mention therein of Wales, then not belonging to England-, and the four molt northern Counties a fccrraincd in Doetnji 
did then belong to Scotland. w day Book. 

Dr. Brady remarks, that many Places, not particularized by him, are in the Survey cither Other mean Towns 
called Burghs, or have Burgefles mentioned in the Defcription of them, which are not at prefent mentioned in that, 
cfteemed Burghs. And the following have barely the Appellation of Burghs, or at leaft that fome Survey. 
Burgefles lived in them, without naming any thing further of their Quality or Condition, viz. 
Turkfey, Lowih, and Stamford, in Lincolnfhire , Staining* in Sujfex-, Sceptefbtiry, (or Shaftfbury) in 
Dorfetfhire ; Downeton, Theodah)cftde, Sarcfberie, Wilton, Malmfberie\ Cbrichlade, and Calne, in 
\Wiltfhirc% Lideford and Totnefs, in Dcvonffjire Colcbejler and Maiden, in Effex, Winchelcomb, 
I in Glocefierjhire ; Hereford, Snoltingham, Heniflfton, [probably Helfton] Lefcairet, [Lejkerd] 
Fanvenjlon, [probably Fowey] Dunhcved, or Launcefion, (which was the Earl of ComwaPs 
Caftle, and the Head of the County) Bodmin, (which had 68 Houfes, held of St. Peter's, Weft- 
minfter) and St. Germans, all in Comwal, and are all defcribed as ordinary Towns, Parijhes, or Vil- 
lages ; as are likewife Okehampton and Honiton, in Devonflnre Maryborough and Downeton, in Wilt- 
hire ; being no Burghs. Sali/hmy as yet not a Burgh, but defcribed as a very great Manor, and 
as other Country Towns ; and Hcitcfbury the fame. — That in feveral Shires, now having many 
Burghs, the Names of thole Burghs are not to be found in this Survey ; as in Somerfetfliire, Hants* 
Sujfex, Lancajhire, and Yorkfliire : For the Doftor thinks, (what may be true in moft Cafes) * c That 



cc 



the Original of many, if not of all our prefent Burghs, was probably from Charters fince 
granted them ; as particularly thofc of many Contijh Burghs, whereby they were exempted froni 
** Tolls in Fairs; — from being compelled to plead, or be impleaded, any where but in their own 
" Burghs, fcfc— Others had a Merchant-Gild (Gilda Mercatoria) granted them : All which Burghs 
were incorporated between the Years 11 54 and 1344; many of whofe Charters were granted 
by the Earls and Dukes of Cornwall, and afterward confirmed by the Crown." Yet it is cer- 
tain, that few or none of thofc Cornijh Burghs have arrived to any confidcrable Degree of Prolpe- 
rity*; partly owing to certain natural Impediments, and pardy to Want of Indullry. It is not 
quite certain, that all the Towns named Burghs in Doomfday Book were Really fo, in (i modern incor- 
porated Sank; only we may be lure, that all fuch as are laid to have had a Guild 7 cir Community* 
Vol. I. T wcr« 



cc 



cc 



1 



70 AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION BookJH 

were of the Nature of our modern Corporations, tho* not, -perhaps, in all refjpefts, the fame i n I A. d 



1086 1 



1087 



thofc early Times. 

Wc fhall conclude this Subjedt of Doom/day Survey, with obferving, ift, That the. fummary 
View we have herein given of it, may very much contribute towards a clear underftanding of 
the State and Condition of all the different Ranks and Oafies of People in England* from the 
King to the meaneft Cottager or Villain, adly. That the faid Survey is faid not only to have in- 
creafed die Royal Revenue very much, but like wife to have reduced it much nearer to a Cer- 
tainty than before * which' laft Confideration is of great Importance to a Prince or State. 
A Computation of Befide King William the Conquerors 1422 Manors, (as Echard and others reckon them) and his 
iVMiam the Conque- other Lands in Shropfliire* Rutlandftrire* and Middlefex^ lie had all the Quit-Rent* Tolls, &c. fn C - 
rar*s vaft annual cified in Doomfday-Book* collefbed from all Parts of the Kingdom. He had alfo a perpetual Land- 
evenue, Tax named Hydage* formerly called Dane-Geldt. He had moreover Efcbcats or Forfeitures for 

Treafon, Felony, or failure of Heirs % alfo Fines and Wardfliips, All which is faid toge- 

mhiccd to modem ther to have amounted to above 1060/. daily, equal to thrice that Sum in our modern Money, 
Money, being at leaft 380,900/. per Annum* of their Money 5 and of our Money, 1,160,700/. yearly 

Revenue 5 and this raifed on no more than about two Millions of Pbople, if what is mentioned 
in our IntroduSlion be exaft. Which laft Sum Mr. Echard thinks equal to five Millions of 
Money in our Times ; which we conceive may come pretty near the Mark, confidertng the Rates 
and alfo to the Rate Q f Living then and now, computed from the Prices of-Provifions and all other Neccflaries of Life, 
nowl VWS Workmen and Servants Wages, Soldiers and Sailors Pay, Salaries of Officers, &c. whereby 

we may fafely conclude, (as elfewhere noted) that the Rate of Living was then generally at leaft ten 

muT-nSfe^rf- Tiwes chea P er than 

in our Days. This famous Doomfday-Book is even at this Day eflreemed 
nfefui EWdcncL-°ror a m °ft valuable Treafure of Antiquity, from whence many ufeful Informations and Evidences 
Cities, Lands, £sfr. have been gathered, for evincing the old Tenures, Rights, Pofleflion?, Boundaries, Limits, (f?c. of 

Cities, Towns, Cathedrals, Caftles, Baronies, and Manors. 
The Bifhop's See of Purfuant to the Order of the general Synod of the Clergy, already-mentioned, for removing 
iS!"° m tD rhe Sees or Cathedrals of Bifliops in England* from Villages or fmall Places to great Towns, that 

of Tbetford [tho* then not an inconfidcrable Town] was now* removed to Norwich* a Place, even 
then, of confiderable Magnitude, as appears by the Survey. 
St.M t 7*y 9 s Church In this lame Reign of King William the Conqueror* (who died in this Year) the Parifh Church of 
fhc^rf^^*^ St * Mar y in chea Pf* de y London* is faid to have been buiit ; being 'the firft Church built with Arches 
Church, 1 °f Stone, and for that Reafon was named St. Mary de Arcubus* in Latin* i. e. St. Mary le Bow* in 

fuch Englijh as was then in ufe, being a Mixture of Norman* Dani/b* and Saxon. And for the 
and Stratford had fame Reafon, the firft arched Stone Bridge ere&ed at Stratford* four Miles Eaft from London* 
ichc^B^wVin bui,t by Qi? een Matilda* Wife of King Henry I. and Daughter to Malcolm Canmoir* King of Scot- 
^Englmn/. 1 S ° ,n land* about fifty Years later, gave Name to that Village, ever fince named Stratford le Bow* now 

increafed to two confiderable Villages, named Bow and Stratford. 
King milium the The Conqueror's Son and Succeflbr, King William II. ftiled Ruftts> is faid to have found his Fa- 
mI^S!^^^ thetfs Treafure, lodged at Winchefter* to be 60,000/. of Silver, or 180,000/. of our Money, 

belides Gold and Jewels. For this Bifhop Fleetwood* in his Chronicon Preciofum* quotes Ingulphus* 
who lived at that time 5 now equal, in refptdt of the Expencc of Living, to at leaft ten Times as 
much, or 600,000 1. in our Days, 
The Rife ofmcrcan- It feems to have been about the Clofe of this Xlth Century, that Merchant-Guilds or Prater- \ 1 090! 
Corpo^ OYnities (which were afterwards ftiled Corporations) came firft into general Ufe in many Parts of Eu- 
Europe* ° ' rope. Mr. Madox* in his Firma Burgi* (Chap. L Se£t. ix.) thinks they were hardly known to our 

Saxon Progenitors, and that they might be probably brought into England by the Normans 7 altho* 
they do not fcem to have been very numerous in France in thole Days. Probably both the 
French and Normans might borrow them from the free Cities of Italy* where Trade and Manufac- 
tures were much earlier propagated, and where poflibly fuch Communities were firft in uie. 
They were of two general Kinds, mar. 
Charter of Mantua. jfl^ Of Cities and Towns to whom their Sovereigns gave Privileges by Charters, of which there 

are many Inftances, both foreign and domeftic* in early Times. Mr. Madox quotes a Charter granted 
to the Citizens of Mantua in Italy* by their Prince Guelfo Duke oSEfie^ in this verjr Year 1090. 
The R\fc of GuiUi j± t firft the Word Guild in England was only applied to the Body or Community of a City or 
?n £ii w™ 1 ™ 3 Town, or of a religious Body or Community. [For there were ecclefiafiical Guilds as well as fecular 

ones.] Afterward we find the aggregate Body of the Merchants or Traders of a City or Town 
called the Gilda Mercatoria* and the head Officer thereof was ufually called Alderman of the Mer- 
Duw r,r GuMjnihc chants Guild* and is nearly like the Officer whom they at prefent call the Dean* of Guild in the 
f°^/v"^ S ; 0f Royal Burroughs of Scotland, adly, In procefs of Time, as trading Towns increafed in Number 
VurariiT* * t of Inhabitants, the Retailers and Artizans in great Towns obtained Charters for incorporating 

their relpe&ive Callings * i. e. for engrafting and monopolizing of all the Bufinefs of their Town, 



in exclufion of Non-freemen * and thefe laft alfo obtained the Names of Guild* Fraternity^ and 



Corporation. 

^^T^^ ^ the Hiftoriographers of London agree, that a violent Tempeft having, in this Year 1090, 

blown down the Roof of St. Mary le Bow Church in Cheapfide* four of the Rafters, of 26 Foot in 
length, were pitched in the Ground of that Street, that fcarcely four Foot of them remained 
above Ground. " For [lays James Howell* in particular] the City of London wjIs not paved, but 
* c a moorifli Ground." This Inelegance was not peculiar to London in thofc Times, but was 
alfo the Cafe of many Cities in foreign Countries. 

We find the laft-named kind of Guilds pretty early in London after the N&rman Conqueft. 
Mr. Madox takes notice of feveral Guilds in London as early as the Year 11 80, (xxvi. Henry II.) 
Adulterine Guilds in that were amerced to the Croyrn as adulterine* L e* fet up without warrant from die King * a$ the 
London. Goldfmiths* Butchers* Glovers'* Curriers* &c. On the other Hand, there were then alfo leveral war- 

ranted or lawful Guilds ; as the leavers* Sadlers* &c. Yet the oltleft Charters now in being, o^thcl 
moft eminent Companies in London* are of a later Date, was; the Goldfmiths and Skinners not till Arino\ 
*3 2 7 » the Grocers* (anciently named Pepper ers ) Anno 1345 > the Mercers* Anno 1393 5 the lldbcr- 
dafhers* Anno 1407; the Pi/bmongers* Anno 1433; the. tners* Anno 1437* the Drapers* Anno 1439 » 
the Ironmongers* Anno 1464.* the Merchant -'Taylors* 14.66 5 and the other Companies are Hill later. 

The 



Charter to Londt 



OF THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE, &c. 71 

l D. I The Lord-Chief- Juftice Hale* in his Primitive Origination of Mankind* (p. 241.) makes the fol- #W&* Mamtfae^ 
* n ! lowin^ inftruftive Remark on this Subject : . " It appears very plainly by thofe ancient Guilds that *" r J »F its 
9 « were ereftcd in England for the Woollen Manufacture, as at Lincoln, Tork % Oxford, and- divers SSh^ 
* c other Cities, that in the Time of Henry IL and Richard 1* this Kingdom greatly flourilhed as Henry IL and* 
« c in that Art. But by the troublefome Wars in the Time of King John, arid Henry IIL and Richard I. . 
< c alio in the Times of Edward L and Edward IL this Manufa£fcure was wholly hjt+ and all 
« our Trade ran out in Wools, Woolfels, and Leather, carried out in Specie ; and that Manufac- 
** ture, during thofe warlike Times, had its Gourfe in France, the Netherlands, and the Hdnfc- 
< c Towns. But by the Wifdom and peaceable Times of Edward III. he regained that Art hither 
cc again, after near 100 Years Difcontinuance. — So that we are not to conclude, that every new Ap- 
« pearance of any Art or Science, is the firft Production of - it 

Nlr.JMadox, in his Firtna Burgi, (Chap. I. Sedt. ix.) obferves, that King Henry II. befide his King Hemy JFs 

London, in the faid Year 1090, « confirmed to his Men or Burgefles of Smab-^^^^ 
cc amp ton their Guild, and their Liberties and Cuftoms by Sea and Land. We having regard £Lu3J ¥1C * 
cc to the great Charges which the Inhabitants thereof have been at in defending the Sea-Coafts." 
From this and fome other Reafons, it feems probable that Southampton had been a Place of Note, 
and had Privileges beftowed on it before this Time. *\ 

About this Time, it is^probable that the Feudal Law was firft introduced inro Scotland, in the The Feudal Law 
Reign of King Malcolm III. and not in Malcolm lid's Time, as many have thought. Before the l ^J f ^^ cd mio 
Feudal Law took place in that Part of Britain, there were probably no written Charters for cor n * 
Titles to Lands, as many think ; the Dates of the oldcft Charters now known being no farther 
back than this King's Reign, (who came to the Crown in 1057, and died in 1093.) This King 
having married the Saxon Lady Margaret? Sifter to Prince Edgar Atheling > thereby, and by the 
Severity of the Conqueror, there retired into Scotland great Numbers of Englijhmen (or Anglo- Many Engtijb FamU 
Sa/ons ) of Note, and fettled there 5 and many of their Pofterity remain there to this Day, and lxe3 fcttle ,n Scoiia " d ' 
are fome of the nobleft Blood of Scotla?id. With them were likewife firft introduced into that AW Titles of Ho- 
Country, the modern Titles of Earl and Baron, inftead of the former Tide of Thane. After nour brought into 
this Period, it is farther to be obferved, that the Scots generally copied many of their Laws from ^''^f hy tlic 
thofe of England, for at leaft two Centuries after. n&u/ ' 9 

The Feudal Law did as it were naturally introduce written Deeds or Charters for Lands, whe- 
ther holding immediately of the Crown, or mediately of a Subject. Their Kings brought 
the Land-Proprietors to fubjeft themfelves to military Tenures, by granting them written Char- 
ters for that End. Poflefflon alone, before this Time, afcertained the Property of Lands, as at 
this Day of Moveables ; of which there ftill remain lome Inftances in the Ifles of Orkney, where, 
it is faid, that fo late as the Reign of James VI. there were fome Proprietors of Lands who 
never had accepted of a Charter for them. Thefc Feudal Tenures added greatly to the Power 
of the Crown : And as William the Conqueror had feized on the Lands of the Saxons who had 
oppofcd his Conqueft, he very politicly re-granted thofe Lands to his Normans by military 
Tenure. Malcolm copied after William in this refpeA, and probably alfo introduced the yearly 
Payments to die Scotifi? Crown called Burgh-Mails, which were the fame with the Fee-farm Rents Burgh-MaiU the 
of Burghs in England the Word Mail figniiying annual Rent, in vulgar Acceptation in Scotland fc«>« i n Scot/and 23 
even to this Day ~, that Word coming probably from the Name of halt a Penny, or half a Sterling, £^ rj ? R i nrs f of , 
moft frequently caUed a Mailt in elder Times. Mercantile Arts and Induftry coming later into 0wna In ****** 
Scotland than into England, the former Country, therefore, retained the Feudal Law and Cuftoms 
longer than the latter. 

09 1 1 Under this Year Bifliop Fleetwood, in his Chronicon Preciofum, quotes Ingulphus for certain Rates Rates of Wages or 

of Living, GiV. " That if the Men of Croyland would have any T xtrfe out of the Abbot's Marfh, Living. 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



they muft either give one Day's Work, or elfe [equal to 4. id. of our Money] for one to 

cut Turves for Croyland Court. And every one that watched with Peribns lying dead in the 
Infirmary, was to have 2 d. for every Night. The Serjeant of the Infirmary's Reward for 
looking after the Sick, if the Party died, was a Coat, or 4 s. He was to have his Livery of 
Meat, Drink, and Bread, and 4 j. per Annum ftipend. The Coat (lays the Bifliop) is realbn- 
ably valued at 4J. but vd. per Night for watching, (or 6d. of modern Money) was an extraor- 
dinary Recompence." To which we may add, that in plentiful Years, we may gather from Living; was then 
the Prices of Provifions, that the Rate of Living then, was about ten Times as cheap as in our probably about icn 

j} a y S Finics cheaper than 

1096 1 This Year is commonly affighed by Hittorians for the City of Ge??oa*s firft afluming a Repub- G&oa aflomes a jfo. 

lican Form. In the IXth Century, Pepin King of Italy, Son of Charlemain r , had eredted that City pubdtan Form ; 
and Country adjacent into a County, in favour of his Kinfman Ademar. But the Gcnoefe? now 
grown great and powerful, renounced Obedience to their Count, and eredted themfelves into a 
Republican Government* For fcveral fucceeding Centuries that Republick made a mighty Figure afarwl.icli they 
in Europe, as well in point of naval Wars, as of a moft extenfive Commerce. Their Wars were Have many Warn 
principally with their Sifter Republicks of Venice and Pi/a, which proved often extremely fierce and RevoIutions * 
and bloody, as well as thole they waged with the Saracens or Moors. It would take up too 
much of our Time to recount them all, tho* we-fiiali think ourfelves obliged to give a curfory 
View of them, in the Sequel of the Work, as they exhibit many furprizing Particulars relating 
to the Viciflitudcs of Commerce as well as to naval Grcatnefs in various Periods. From this 
Time downwards, to the Beginning of the XVIth Century, fcarcely has any State in Europe 
undergone more Viciflitudcs and Revolutions than Genoa has done ; unlets, perhaps, we fliould 
except the Kingdom of Naples. Genoa's having been firft deftroyed by the Lombards, and next Why no regular 
by the Saracens, makes Morifotus, in his Orbis Maritimus, think, " That no regular Series of their £ ,mal * ^ft™*! can 
** Hiftory can be- traced earlier than the Year 1 106 ; the many Invalions of, and Revolutions in t ^ a J[^l YefrTioo 
u Italy, prior to that Period, having made Men in thole Times confine or contrafb their Concern 
cc to their own Prclervation alone as has ever been the Cafe in other Parrs of rhe World af- 
flifted with fuch Calamities. 

This Year is memorable for the Rife of the Wars of the Chriftians of the. Weft in Pa- The fiofclf ar, ita 
lefiine^ for recovering of that Country* and- particularly the City of Jemfalcm, from the Saracens, Rlfe " 
or rather ^rir&r, .and therefore named the Holy War, We muft here pre'mife, that upon the De- 

2 clenfion 
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warding this H.!y~ 
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clenfion of the Greek Empire, the Countries of Egypt and Syria fell into the Hands of the Ma- 
hometan Per/tans* who connived at fome Chrifkians remaining in Jerufalem* and permitted Chris- 
tian Strangers to vifit the Holy Sepulchre* who came thither either for that fole End, or elfe 
for Traffick : And thole of Amalfi* in the Kingdom of Naples* importing many ufcful Commo- 
dities which thole Infidels wanted, were permitted to build a Monaftry and Hofpital for the Re- 
ception of Pilgrims. In this State Jerufalem remained till this Expedition commenced, when 
Gerard* the then Matter of that Hofpital, and his Aflbciates, affumed the Habit of the Order 
as Knights Hofpitalers. Whereupon many Noblemen and Gentlemen coming to Jerufalem > joined 
themielves to this new Order, vowing irreconcileable Enmity to the Infidels. And whilft the 
Chriftians held Jerufalem* thofc Knights proved of infinite Service, and the Order was enriched 
by the Bounty of Chriftian Princes, till Jerufalem was taken by Saladin. But Solyman* the Prince 
of the Turks* having, in the Year *o8o, eftablilhed his capital Rcfidence at Nice in Leffer Afta^ 
he began to exercife great Cruelties againft the Chriftians of that Country, and of Syria and 
Paleftine* and more particularly at Jerufalem. This made a great Noife all over Europe* and oc- 
cafioned Pope Urban lid's fummoning the Council of Clermont* where he engaged the Chriftian 
Princes into this War. Peter the liermite has perpetuated his Name to all Pofterity, by being 
made that Pope's Inftrument to excite the Princes and People of the Weft for the Recovery of 
Jet-ufalan* and of all the Holy-Land from the Mahometans. Hereby the Pope gained two prin- 
Tlie political Views cipal and important Ends, w»* I. He took care that he himielf fhould be the general Treafurer 
of the Pope iii for- f or a jj t h e Money collcfted from every Comer of Chriftendom ; whereby he had it abfblutely in 

his Option either to apply or to divert any Part of it at Pleafure for the Advancement of the 
papal Power and Wealth. II. He got fuch head-ftrong Princes out of the way who were not 
quite lb complailant as he wifhed for advancing the papal Power, moft of whom perilhed in that 
hot caftcrn Climate, which did not fuit their northern Conftitutions ; and fuch of them as re- 
turned, brought back unfound Bodies and empty Purfes having alfb contracted fuch heavy 
Debts for their fitting out, as they were not able to difcharge in many Years after. Amongft 
others, (for Inftance) Robert Duke of Normandfs Zeal was fo unbounded, that he pawned that 
noble Dutchy to his Brother King William Rufus for the Loan of 10,000 Marks. And it feems 
King William found it lb difficult to raife this Sum in England* that he was forced to ufe Op- 
preflion for that End to his Barons, and thefe laft to their ValTals. The Clergy either were, or 
pretended to be, under the Ncceflity of melting down the Church Plate, and even the Shrines 
of the Saints. Which, if really fo, Ihcws the then great Scarcity of Money in England* before 
exhaufted by the great Sums that Prince had drawn from his People. It was made meritorious, as 
well in England as every where elfe, in the Rich to give Money inftead of going to the Holy-War in 
Perfon whereby the -Pope amafied vaft Treafures * " and whilft the Emperors (whofe Do- 
cc minions till now had furrounded the Pope's on all Sides) were engaged perlbnally in this ro- 
cc mantic War, the Popes (fays Fuller) Hole a Cattle here, and a City there, from the Imperial 
* c Territories in Italy. So that by the Time that the Chriftians had loft all Syria* the Emperors 
cc had loft all Italy* either fwallowed up by the Church, or by private Princes and upftart 

« free States/ 1 

^ III. A third View of the Pope* was the reducing of the Greek Church under his SubjefUon, 

. • by means of the Armies of the Weft marching thro* Greece ; which was the only Point he failed 

in. The next Gainers in thefe wild Expeditions to the Eaft* were the free States and Cities of 
Italy* viz. Venice* Genoa* Pifa* and Florence. For they, and more efpecially Venice and Genoa* 
were not only well paid for the Ufe of their Shipping in transporting the Princes, Lords, and 
great Men, and the Soldiers, Arms, and Provifions to Jttdea but they moreover obtained great 
Privileges and much Commerce in the Cities and Ports taken and planted by the Weftern Chrif- 
tians, who, for diftin<5tion from the Greeks* were alio now termed Latins* Thefe wore a red Crofs 
on their upper Garment, and were therefore termed Croifces* or Crofied. Their firft Enterprise 
commenced in the Year 1097 ; and tho* the Hiftory of it fills up large Volumes, yet it no far- 
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ther concerns us in this Work, than to remark 



as we go along, how far it affedtcd the then 

It lafted 194 Years, viz. from this 



State of Europe in Wealth, Commerce, and Populoulhefs. 

Year, 1097, when they began with the Siege of Nice* to the Year 129*, when they loft Pto- 
hmais ** and in that Space of Time, it is thought to have drained Europe of above a Million of 
Men, befide much Treafure finally left in Paleftine in the Hands of the Turks. We muft here 
note, that the Greek Emperors or Co7iftantinople foon became extremely jealous of thole Expedi- 
tions of the Lathis* and of their fettling in Syria ; and are therefore faid to have ufed them very 
ill, in their paffing at different Times over Land thro' Greece into Syria. In mere Refentment for 
which, as it is pretended, the Latins took violent PoiTeffion of that Empire, which they held 
near 60 Years. And as the two maritime Powers, Venice and Genoa* took different Sides in this 
Quarrel between the Latins and the Greeks* Venice fiding with the former, and Genoa with the 
latter, they both in their Turns became great Gainers thereby, and obtained confiderable Mor- 
fels of the declining Greek Empire, which they have fince loft to the Turks. " At the taking 
ct of Cafarea (Anno 11 10) by the Latins* the Genoefc had, for their Share of the Booty," (fays 
the Chevalier de Mailly* their Hiftoriographer) " a Vafe of one entire Emerald* which is one of 
" the greateft Curiofities in the World, and is ftill lodged in the Treafury of Genoa. 99 So power- 
GenoSs great Power ft,] were the Gcnocfe in thofe Times, more efpecially in Shipping, that Baldwin* the Succeflbr of 
jmel Credit at this Goe if rey 0 f Bouillon* King of Jerufalem* affigned them two intirc Streets in that City, and alio two 
c ' in Joppa* for them to live in. He likewife granted them part of the Duties on Merchandize 

collected at Aleppo* Crefarca* and Ptolemais* (or slcre] on condition of their defending thofc three 
Places againft the Infidels 5 and gave them in fovereignty the Town of Biblio (or Great Gtbel) in 
Syria* - which their Admiral (fays de Mailly ) had been mainly inftrumental in taking from the 'In- 
fidels. And, finally, to teftify the high Senfe he had of their great Affiftance, he canted to be 
engraven in Capitals, before the Altar of the Chapel of the Holy Sepulchre at Jerufalem* thefe 
Words, Pr/epotens Genuensium Pr/esidium, i. e. The moft powerful Protection <7f Genoa. 
The Walls round In this Year, King William Rufus eretfted three great and eminently ufeful Edifices in London* 
tkWofWw/ lW z. The new Walls rotfnd the Tower of London. 2dly, The old Timber Bridge crofs the 
the Timber Bridge <fh amcs having been carried away by an umifual Inundation, he caufed a new. one to be built, 

•rofa the Tba w«, 13 * * C | 1Q 3> 
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kill of Timber for which Bxpence he • is laid to have heavily taxed his People. 
He firft-erecied^a great- .atid.nqble Hall at his ^Palace, o^e^^Jov^tand Ente 
a 11 noli inli muffi-'have been verv exnenfive J Works. 1 ~ 
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Orkney Ifltfs t 

I up to Norway. 



<<~Supply,'^ h^ga^c/aU di? Mes.qf S^/ib/^ of, J^way,^ 

Gatnbden exprdles^ if, other'wifc, yiz^ « That tp^fuppo^fuch his jUfu^ation, he mvated^^jr 
" king o£i\for^zj 7 .toJys Affiftance, giving, him the Ori;/^ r Ifles^ 

* tance, which Ifles the Norhegians K lield till the XIHth Century." flftew (ut ( ftcp{:a) adds n 

* Wherp-thro*, a$ ft for other Occafibhs," [i. e. CaufcXT cc ' many bloody andcrjiel Battles fpj- 
tc lowed, until the] Battle of Larges* Anno 1263, in theaTimc of Alexander III. and.of v&Af? King. 
« of TSforway* who departed this JLifc in Orkny the farpe Yeafr, And the: haying^ been, vie- 
* c torious, 'MugMs of Norway* Son and Succeflbr to Acho.* made Peace, and Concord.wjth the. faid. 

< c King Alexander in 1266." Tew.] 

c< About this Time, Jerufalcm being taken by the Cfyifliaiis o^. the, Croifade 3 the Hpufe of. thq The Origin < 
« Knights Hofpitalers, dedicated to St. John of Jerufalem* was, mijch increafed and adorned 4 ~, J ^ h «^ s ' 
« Their Profeffion was to fight againft the Infidels, and^to,prqtc6b all, Pilgrims in their coming^ JeruJa 
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cc to or going from the Sepulchre* &c." The reft relating to, thi? Order, may^. b.e found in 
Fuller* Mambourg* and many other Authors. It is fuffifciemC hejrpjufli to remark, that notwith- 
ftanding their Vows of Poverty* Chaftity* and Obedience * yet; by the ftupid Bigotry of thofe Times, 
they acquired no ; fewer than nineteen thoufand Manors /xn.Cbrffi And. as to their Chaftity, 

St. Bernard himfeif witneffes,, that they faffed their ftnv y (iuUrt Scoria, et. Epztlas) amongfl Whores 
and. Banquets. 

' Out r of upwards of 300,000 Soldiers, which Godfrey. the new King, of Jerufalem had brought | h | c ;^ 
with linn* out of Europe towards Palcftinci there ivere but. 20,000 ,left,; yet with thefe he defeated ^ ° A ™ 
the Sultan, of Egypt's vaft Army oft 509,900, with* which he came. in. order, to befiege Jerufalem. 
ThbGcnoefe*. Venetians* Pifais^ Florentines* and Sicilians*^ with refpefl: to Sea Service, bore, away The fclfift 
the Bell from all other Nations yet. thofe trad 

thofe other Nations. " For before they would. y ™ ,TOft^^^^W^.^ w S %M TF v t"'tm*& the JU4 

_ f Jerufalem for certain Profits, ^ehfions, and, mercantile . Privileges m all the lVar% 

tc Places taken. 
* € fame Time. 
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Merchant- 



_ ^ themfglyes to Prqfit and Piety at the 

their Banks* and! drove alweet Trade of Spices and other eaftern 




The hilt Year of this. Century is. generally, fixe.d, on by Hiftorian?, for the firft Formation of The famous G cJ- 
:he famous Goodwin-Sands on the Cqaft of Kent* fo dangerous, and too frequently fo fatal to ^^bj an un- 
shipping. It is faid, that all that Tra£h, which at Low Water, is dry in the. Dow /is* was .till then ufual i n J n6a t lott9 
irm or dry Land; and having once belonged, to. Godwin, Earl of JG?;//, took the Na^eqf the which aid over- 
3oodwin [i. e. Godwin] Sands. It was,occafionc2.d. by r a violent, Inundation of the Sea,, v^hich rpfe flowed pan of 
:o an unufujU Height, and. fwegt away people,. Cattle, &?6\ And, thc>fe 4 Lands having been very. dtru 
low before, the Sea has ever lince flowed, oyei; them, every Tide. 

This, poflibly, might be the lame Inundation that forced the Flemings to retire to Englatzd* 
tho* by fome Authors related to have happened inrth'e preceding Year : King lVillia7n Rufus 
having fettled thofe Flemings in the County of Guntbcrlaitd. 

BeSre we clofe this Century, we mull obferve from Ca?nbden 9 and all our other J^Iiftorians,.T !,c 7 ^' wiy rich 
that, at this Time the Jews in England were very profperous and rich * yet their Wealth, in fuc ^^J pcrauit 3X1 
reeding Reigns, brought much.Mifery^upon them ; being cr.uelly tortured by. King John, to oblige ng * m ' 
them to.difcover their hidden Treafures. • 

To fay the Truth, alt Foreigners, even tho! Chriftians, coming, to England for the Benefit of 
Commerce, have, in old Times,, generally been lppkpd on with an evil Eye by the Bulk of our 
People-; and many very impolitic Hardfliips have been, put upon, theip both by Kings and Par- 
liaments, as. will be feen hereafter. This. Antipathy to, Foreigners, fliewed itlelf eminently in 

\yhich tliple Mpnopohlts 
came at London to denote The Original of th< 
even every Englifitman within ^their Precindts (as.'wcll as eyery real Foreigner) who was not free ^orJ Foreign m 
of their Corporation. An Evil, in our Age at laftj perceived by al| difcerning l^en who \vilh.. or P orauons ^ 
well to the Freedom of Commerce ; tho% it is to be feared, too deeply rooted to be cured with- 
out great Difficulty. . - 

Laftly* about this Time Heraldry* or Coat-Armour* began to be in ufe, according to the Heraldry took its 
Opinion of feveral Hiftorians, and particularly of Mezeray* and alfo of Mr. Madox. in his Firing gf thc 
Burgi y being introduced by the European Croifades going to the Holy-Land very probably in- ,jr * 
tended merely, or principally, for a Mark of Diftindtipn of each^ particular noble Houfe or Fa- 
mily. Yet tho* this Uoly4Var certainly rendered Heraldry much more univerfal than e;yer before, 
(bme think that it had. partly cxifted in more remote .^ig^s, even, as far back as the $0{>jans. 

In this Year, Venice leagues with Hunga)y againft the Normatis of Apulia*, and take Bmndujitmi 
from them. 



Word Foreigner fas. it full does J 



William II. furnamcd Rufus* .King of England * who, altlio 
is transferred to him bv/his ; Father, (L e. «/y. CwwJ 



pqffelfcd the fame Property in the Lands of .the Kingdom,* he neverthelcfs laid, great Impofitions 
tliejceoii.; infbmuch, that fome Authors .go. jfo far as. t^ fay, that 

^i^^?^ * ^^^^^^^^ i * t* ♦ ^? 

Kft. own. So .that.jh; fu t ch.a Situation, ndther the Laity nor Clergy (againft >yhich lafc he is faid 
bave Gommiffced" mkny Yioiences) could lie very fecure 5 neither could Merchants myr, Cqm- 
rce flourilh under fuch a Government. 
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General Character 
of the Xllth Ccn- 
tury. 



Chamber of the TWELFTH CENTURY 



A, D, i 



t * 



Succeffwn of P it r m c b s / » Cent my. 



Emperors <jf Germany* Kings <?f England. 
Henry IV. to xxo6 Henry I, to 



Henry V. to 1125 

Loth aire, to "1138 

Comrade, to 

Frederic Bar- . 

1 190 



■STEPHEN, tO 

Henry'IL to 
x i'ss Richard I. to 




baroffa, to 
Henry Jiis Son, 
to 

Joseph, Brother^ 
to Henry, eleR- 
ed, but excom- 
municated by the y- 1 200 
Pope, and Otho J 
of Brunfwic e- J 
letted, to j 

and beyond. 



John, to 

mid beyond. 



"35 

* * 54, 
1 189 

"99; 
1260 



Kings of Scotland, 

E^gar, to 1 107 

Alexander 1; to 1 124 
D t Avip I. to' 1 153 
Mai-colm IV. to 1x65 

William (the 7 • 

and beyond- 



Kings of Denmark. 
Eric III. -to , i"jc>2 

(-^Nicolas) to} 11 3 5 
Eric IV. to 



Harold VIII 



200 



1X 39 

1 147' 

"55 



no8 



Kings of Fra 

Philip I. to 
Louis VI- (the 
Grofs) to 

Louis VII f'^? Ij8o 

Toung) to 3 
Philip II. (Au- 




Eric V. to 
Canute V. to 
S we no, to "57 
WaldemarI. to 1185 
Canute VI. to 1200 

and beyond* 



guftus) 




1 200 



and beyond. 



This Xllth Century was a very bufy one in moft Parts of Europe. The Holy VPar had gone oa 
with Vigour for fome Time ; but their fecond Croifade proved moft unfortunate, and it thence 
forward continued to go backward. The Chriftian Cities lately built, and building, on the South 
Shores of the Baltic in Germany, Pruffia, and Livonia, opened new Scenes of naval Commerce, 
and enlarged the Communication between the Countries of the North and the reft of Europe.] 
Learning, however, remained at a very low Ebb in the <Chri/tiate States of the JVeft, whilft the 
Saracens or Moors of Barbary and ' Spain, now cultivated it very much, Averrces, a native Moor of 1 
Cordova (or Corduba) in Spain, an able Phyfician, who died Anno 1398, had tranflated the Works 
of Ariftotle from the Greek into Arabic, when, it feems, they were utterly unknown amongft the 
Chrijiians of the Weft, who for a long Time after (as Baron Holberg in his Chronology obferves) 
had no other but a Latin Tranflation of them from the faid Author's Arabic one. Mezeray gives 
a lad Account of the State of France before Louis VI. (furnamed the Grofs) came to the Crown 
Anno 1 108. cc Violence reigned, and Juftice was trampled, under Foot. The Clergy, Mer- 
" chants, Widows, and Orphans, as well as the reft of the People, were expofed to Rapine and 
" plunder by the Lords and Gentry, who had all of them Caftles from whence they were wont 
iC to faily out to rob on the Highways, and on Rivers, in the defencelefs Countries-. — The Cities 
* c of France, to defend themfelves, had formed Communities, arid created popular Magiftrates, 
with power to aflemblc and arm themfelves ; which, it ' feems, that wife King, Louis VI. rea- 
dily confirmed, and alfo granted them many bther Privileges for enabling them to oppofe the 



cc 



cc 



A fl-concf numerous 
Croifade for the 
H otjr Land. 



overgrown Power of the Lords^ already too formidable even to the Crown itfelf- 
as well as in France and other Parts of the Weft, the royal Records of Affairs of State feern to be 
nearly coeval with the Beginning of this Century, as appears by that noble printed Collection ofj 
ours in particular, called Rymer's Fcvdera, of which we lhall make lb great and important Ufe 
from this Century downward- The more Chriftianity fpreads and prevails in Parts formerly 
Pagan, fo much the more do- the Popes' and Clergy domineer and triumph over the Confcienccs 
— 5 Common Senfe of the Laity 5 till at length 1 the Pope arrives at the almoft incredible Infolehce 
of literally kicking the Crown with his Foot off the kneeling Emperor's Head ! In England, 
Germany, and France, many new Scenes open ; Corporations, or Towns Corporate, ftart up every 
where, which paved the Way for the Increafe, or rather the In traduction, of Commerce into the 
North and Weft Parts of Europe. By the new Difcovery of the Countries at the Eaft End ofj 
the Baltic -Shores* and by "the founding therein of many neyr Cbrijtia7t Cities, which foon grew 
confiderable, a Beginning- is made to the famous mercantile /-fe^-Confcderacy. — The important 
Kingdom of Ireland is firft ' ftibjeflrcd to the Crown of England. — Maritime and mercantile Laws 
are promulgated. Yet the twtf furious Factions of Guelphs and - Ghihcttns taking their Rife in. this 
Century, for a long Time greatly difturb Italy 5 the free States of which Country however, tho* 
deeply enough engaged in thole Factions, carry on a confiderable Commerce to the Levant, &c 
and are very powerful with their Fleets. Diftillery is firft brought into Europe ; likewife the Ma- 
hufa£fcure of wrought Silks* together with the lilanagement of the Silk-worm, are now firft intro- 
duced into the Weft. 

■ 

■ The Second Croifade was headed by Guelphl&vike of Bavaria, (who* for being a zealous Cham- 
pion for the Popes agairift the Emperor Henry TV i gave Name to the Party called Guelphs Hugh, 
Brother to the King oif France, (Philip Augitfius \) Stephen Earl of Blois ; Stephen. Earl of Burgundy • 
fFilliam TDukG of Aquitain^ Frederick Earl of ^Bbgen \ Hughi Brother to the Count of Tholouze ; be- 
fide many Archbifhops and Bifhops. It confided of 250,000 Perlbns in. all. 

This Croifade for the HdijhLdnd was indeed more numerous than the - firft one, but proved 
neverthelefs-niuch more.unprofperous ; vaift Numbers, of them falling into the Hands of the Sara- 
cens * u ~ ~* A •uuwf/iirtnc t<*\A. Frir* r\*t*m* f a* Hirir WiflWrJans ' tav^ hv the Treachferv of the ^WiTRm- 




povcrifhed. . ..." 

The Venetians lent no fewer than ioo Ships to the GoSfl: of Syria : Tfifc Genaefe had likewife a 
atcnt at Sea, powcr f u i Fleet there : And Baldwin King of Jefufalem is faid to have granted thefe laft a third 
Syrian Coafts. ^ Tdwns Qn tlmt Coaft ^ which x \ x ^ xox s\A take from the Infidels. 



Fenrcc and Gftoa 
very potent 
911. tlie 



HOI 



Dr. 
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p.- 



granted 




c< S^/ty^^***^*^^ to g° into the JWars. — NbStranger 



*f Ifhall* 'lodge withih^theiWalls nonflialbLodgirig/berforcibly given, thereto fuch, either by the 
0^ng*s ; Officers,' or ahy?pthcr'Pex^n:^Alljt|ie Men of iLpnddnihail be.free.from all Toll± P.ajfage? 
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6 Laftage? .and/ all other 'Dues.xhroughout England* and -all; the Sea Ports* — The Clergy, Barons? 
p. ther'governing^Citizehs; like to what W&ferw^. are- now] " and Citizens, fliall enjoy and keep 
peaceably their Wards, Liberties and Cuftoms.— Shalhliave free Liberty to hunt in Middle/ex? 
EffeX, and Surry, as their Anceftors* had.'* The .reft relates to obfolete, and, at prefent, little 
underftood- Privileges, relating to their Courts of Hujlings and Folkmotes? and the Lands and 
Debts of Citizens, €s?<\ , All which, however, tend to fhew the ipecial Regard which this King 
(and'vhis:Succe0brs who confirmed them) had for their capital City. 

The laid King Henry I*, is laid, by Hovedcn, to have corrected what he calls the faifc Ell of the King Hi* r y Pa 
Merchants, making the Extent of his own Arm to be.the true Standard, or Ell, for the future. itaudnrd Eli to be 
- He alfo commanded , the Halfpence atod Farthings to be „ made round \ [they were lquare before J ^\ nXi ei ^* ° ,s 
and that if^they were intire, they: . Jliould not be ^refufed in Payment. In the coining of them His Coin firR ma*ic 
they were {truck almoft through acrofs, fo as to be eafily divided into Halves, • round. 

This fame King. laid. a. Tax of three Shillings on every Hyde of. Land, or 120 Acres, for a H </* its 
Portiorufor his: Daughter Maud when married to the Emperor Henry IV- which became a Prece- Quantity, 
dent to all' future: Kings on the like Occafion. There was another Tax of the fame fort ufu- 
ally. demanded, by our Norman Kings, viz. for making bis eldeft Son a Knight. Otherwife, in Time 
of Peace, (fays Seldcn) thole Kings had fuch numerous Demefne Lands all over the Kingdom, 
and other conftanc -as well as cafual Revenues, that they had no need of aflting Money of their 
Subjefts- 

In - this firft Year of .King Henry. I. Records or Regifters of the feveral public A£ts, &c* of The famous ColJec- 
the Crown firft began to be regularly kept. Wherefore Thomas Rymer, Efq; Hiftoriographer to j^™^ ^*3te*Nnra< 
the late Queen Anne? began, at this Year, his invaluable Work, intided, Fcedera? &c. or, A Col- D f SJJ^ \ X F&jerT* 
leSlion of Treaties, Conventions, Letters, Grants, &c. between the Kings of England and foreign Prin- commences. 
ces and States ? and alfo many Charters, Grants, Proclamations, &c. of thofe Kings relating to Matters 
with their oivn Subjects, &c. tranferibed from the public Archives in the Tower of London and the . 
Chapel of the Rolls ; which Colleftibn was continued by Mr. Sanderfon, Keeper of the faid Re- 
cords, and now makes in all twenty Volumes in Folio. 

The late Mr. Carte? iri a printed Advertifement, Anno 174.4, relating to his then intended HiP 
tory of England? fays, c6 That our Records began to be kept jn the Reign of King Richard I. 
[I fuppofe he meant more generally] cc when the A6ts_and Grants of our Kings, under the Seal 
cc of their Chancefy or Exchequer? began to be regularly enrolled and kept in proper Repolitories. 
c * That the Survey of the Lands of the Kingdom in JDoomfday Book? and the Sheriffs Accounts* for 
cc one Year of Henry I. and for all theJReign, except, the* firft Year, of Hemy II- among the Rolls in 
<c the Pipe-Office, are indeed more ancient but thefe are not properly A6ts of our Kings. Nor 
cc were the Adfcs of other Kings in Europe ufually enrolled and entered- upon record before chat 
c6 Time. — In France, (continues he) before that Time, the Chancellor only kept Copies of all 
cc Grants under the Great Seal, which* at his Demifc, were delivered over to his Succeflbr ? and 
tc the like Method was probably obferved in England? and perhaps in other Parts of Europe. But 
ce an Accident of our King Richard Vs furprizing King Philip Augi/Jlus in an Ambufh, and feizing 
" of his -Great Seal and the Copies of all his Grants, made them, fall into the Method of regifler- 
cc ing in Books and repofiting in fecure Places the Copies of all Grants, £stV. And this Mediod 
cc fecms to have been introduced at the lame Time into England" 
02 1 Monlieur Voltaire, in his third Part, of his General Hiftory of Europe from Charlemagne to Charles V. Th«^i/infti- u «ed 
having obferved, that in the Ages of Ignorance and- Barbarifm which followed the Fall of the Attrowo " 
weftern Roman Empire, the Chriftian States of Europe received almoft every Part of Learning * 9 
from the -Arabs, as Afironomy, Cbymiftfy, Phyfic, Arithmetic and Algebra, tells, us, that the Cher if 
Ben Mobatned? ufually ftiled. the Geographer of Nubia? being driven out of his own Dominions, 
retired to Sicily, where he prefented to King Roger II. [who came to that Crown in slnno 1 102* 
and died Anno 1 129] a Silver Globe of 800 Marks Weight, on which he had engraved the known 
Parts of the Earth, and correftcd the famous Ptolemy the Geographer, 

The Moors cruelly peffecuting the Chriftians in the Balearic Ifles of Majorca and Minorca, the The />>;//// v^nquiflj 
Pifan Fleet, at the Pope's Req«eft,.invefted.thofe Mes for the Space of fix Months, and at length ^ r e J^ l of Ma ~ 
vanquished and killed the Moorifh King, (lays Mr. Campbell** Hiftory of the Balearic Ifles) and JC,f/1> u c- 
brought away much Spoil. 

. In or about this fame Yeafr, the laborious Haklttyfis lecond Volume tells us of a great Fleet of A large Fleet of 
Bufles of Englifh, Danes? Antwerpers, and Flemings? which arrived at Jcppa, and which contained £«*»A«««jatS.ri4i. 
about 7000 Men ? and that after their Devotions at Jerttfalem? and being employed by King 
Baldwin in fome warlike Attempts agaihft the. T urks? they returned home to Europe. 
04 1 Baldwin h King of Jerufatem?- having,, in this Year, .cre&ed a military Order of Knighthood, ™ c . Kni ?l»w thf- 
'called, of the Holy Sepulchre? for the PiWeftion of Pilgrims* did, in the Year following, ere£b ano- J^^iaeJw. 
ther Order of the fame kind, named of. St* John\of Jp\Ufdlem? who had, (as before lias been re- 
lated) by the Intcreft of the Merchants of Amalpbi^ obtained Leave of the Sultan to creft an 
Hofpital in Jevufalenn They were .die iamc famousAOrder that has now the Sovereignty of 

io6l Lindcribrovius acou^inte us, that in the? Year 1,106* a .Colony of Hollanders was fetded.in Hd- J Colony of mfon- 

End the Archbi^op of, Hamburg grants a .Charter, " to .certain Peo- ^L hII^! 
k f pie oh • th is 5 Side ft he Rhine, cz\icd?Hdffdriders^ , to: cpmeaiid fettle, thtimfelves in. certain unin- 
habitea:maHhyjiParfs of his. Dioccfe^ they ;payirig him annually a certain Quit^Rentjin 'Money, 
4 * for each Habitation/^ He alfo. therein takes efpecial Cire to ftipulatc tor the Tithes .they 

lhould 




1 



7 6 



AN HIST. OR I C Alii A NID* C'HR OIN O E.0;G;I Q AiL. D.E DlUfC T/I O N Book III. 



Germuny. 

The If 'cavers and 

Makers of London 

arc" iis molt 
Fellowftiips. 
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Tithes* how payable ihould pay, cc The* tenth; Sheaf of Corn^ the\ tenth .iLaWcV Pig,. Goat ^smtl GooJbi'.alCa .tfe 
in thofc Times in cc ten th Meafure of Honeys an& o£ Flax* A.Golt:they. were. t02 redeem* [i>i?»^rf c?3 foxi acPfennyj. 

cc and a Calf [OcWa] for a Halfpenny,. £s?f; 

Mr. Madox, in his Firnia* Burgi,. (Gap. X,.Se£h .20;) .relajres^" tThati the-. f^eavers.andfBdkers 
" were the two moft ancient. Eellawjhips. ot> Guilds' in London:**:*: [-Natural enough, fince Eoodiiand 
Cloathing are the two moft j immediately nee'efiary Things*; fox:. ;iMankind^rand^doubtlcfs^ were 
here ever fincc it was a TowniJ cc In KingJ/rfo/jiyv 
cc the Weavers of London 1 rendered to the. Crown 

ct the Exchequer, for their Guild,, and hadLih^aftehliimesigreanDjfpute^fwith: the* GMy* : oh%oridon\ 
* c concerning their high Immunities, and ; Privileges:" We:find{»allor1n this* Cfentuivy, .Weavers -| 
Companies or Guilds at Oxford} WincheJler^.^c.;and\3\fo: Fuller^: paying: F^r^^yor. annuals Firieaaoj 
the Crown for the Privileges-. of thein relpedtive-Guildsi 

We have a moft*curious*ancL accurate JDiffertation. . on the State of 1 Coins in « Scotland zt\ this 
Time, in the learned and judicious Mr. 3thohzas* Ruddiman' s*. Preface; to* that <magnificentlWorlfc:of 
Mr. James Andcrfotfs SeleElus*. DiplomalUm ct\ Nutnifmatum x .Scdti<c. Thejairrits, Edinburgi 17*39. -*^ c 
thinks, cc that the Ufe of Money. or Coins iecms. to- have been; received, much, later byj-thsi'Scots. 
than by their Neighbours-* the Saxons, Franks, Germans ± and otheri Nations* amongftf; whom 
their Hiftorians find many Coins ftruck by their Kings /as. early > as;the* With and VlthuGenT 
turies, andlbme even as fan back as, the Vth Century.. But amongfbus, (jays. Ruddiman) there 
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cc are no Coins to be found -earlier thanith'ofe. of King .Alexander Ix who -began', his , Reign Anno 
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cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



v Coins off our preceding Kings may have ' bcen-mtterly loft* either 
by vife, 'or confumed by Age,, or; "elfe mayj lyei buried, imtdie_Earj:h. 



See* ling Moncv, the 
falfe Account of its 
Original, by Seegijh 

and Come En»^Jh 
Authors, exploded. 



Monev or Coins of 

Jl/rg/audnnd Scotland cc Coins 

the fame in all re- 
fpefts, for many 
Ages. 



1 107- Poflibly, indeed*,: the 1 
from being quite worn out 

But that fuch Coins miifl: be but few in Number, and not much. more-ancient than the/ISme 
of the laid King Alexander I. leems to me probable becaurte veiy. many Roman Coins* and. 
fome very ancient ones of other Nations* have been found- in fiindry Parts< [of Scotland],, but 
not one Scotijh Coin older rhan the before-named Period. . The-Reafoh whereof I conceiyc to 
be, that in thofe old and rude Times, the northern Inhabitants of thisilflc, .being fituatedj as : k 
were at the extreme P.u; of the Earth, beyond the Limits of the Countries into which, the. 
Roman Arms had introduced Roman Luxury, and for tliae Reafon liviing in- their primitive Sp- 
brietyand Continence, they either knew not the Ufe of Money,. or had it:ii* imali.Efteem. 
cc Even after the Seals had, by farther Communication with: their Neighbours the Britons and 
Saxons, or perhaps the Romans^ [in Britein~]\ learnt the greater Commodioufneis. of Money as 
the Medium of Commerce, in lieu of the primitive PraiSfcite of mere Permutation,, [i. e; Barterf]\ 
they continued without any Coinage of their own \ partly, perhaps, becaufe of die Scarcity of 
Artifts, but more probably from the want of Silver. Bullion j; and: they probably contented 
thcmielves, for ievcral Centuries, with .the* Money which ".they, brought from foreign Parts. 
What makes rfus the more probable is, that of all the Hoards of Money which have been 
cc found hid in the Earth in' various- Parts ^oi: Scotland, thcre^have been much more ai Englijh. than 
of Scotijh Coins dug up." A ftrong Proofrthat there was, in* thofe old. Times, a greater Quan- 
tity of Englijh than of Scotijh coins current in' Scotland. 

Mr. Ruddiman proceeds to prove, that what , the old* Scotijh Writers- aflert, concerning King 
Donald V. (who began his Reign Anno 8 54*)- • his . coining Money at Sterling, from. whence they in- 
fer, (as fome Englijh Writers* alfo do) c< that the firfl: Sterling Money took: thence its Name^.is a 
cc mere Romance; and that there was. no. fach. Name as-. Sterling Money known, till fome^ Years 
cc after the Death of IVilliam the Conqueror?* Next he lays down, what will, in the Sequel, of our 
Work be rendered unqueftionable, from Rymer*^ Ftsdera, and from Englijh A£ts of Parliament 
1 ft, tc That there was exactly the fame Computation in Engla?jd and Scotland in relpedt of their 
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2dly, cc And that the very lame Purity or Finenefs of the Bullion in the Coins of both.King- 
doms, continued for feveral Centuries." 

3dly, " That for feveral Centuries alio, the Coins of the fame Denomination in both King- 
doms, contained the very fame Quantity and Weight, of Bullion, and alfo the fame Figure, rind 
Shape in both Nations," And* 4thly, cc Very near the fame. Workmanfhip and Fajftiion in 
both Nations." 



I Tow the E»°lifrf 

French, Ncrher- 
/ane-erj* and S<ots 9 
came gradually to 
leflen the intrinfic 
Value of their Coins, CQ 
ftill prcferving; the cc 
old Denominations. tc 



cc 



cc 



5thly, He thews, cc That the EngliJ!), French^ and Scots** [as alfo the Dutcb.or Net her landers, as 
we have fhewn under the Year 802] tc had anciently, as at prefent, the fame Denominations of 
Pounds, Shillings, and Pence ; twelve of the laft making a ShilliJig, and. twenty Shillings one 
Pound: Which laft Name came from Pondus, the Latin Word for Weight, and did undoubtedly, 
for liindry Centuries, contain in it a Pound Weight, or twelve Ounces Troy of Silver,, as the 
Ounce contained 20 Pence^ (or as ufually termed 20 Pen ny- weight :) So diat the Penny was 
really then, as well as now, a ftandard Weight in England,, as well as a Coim Whichl Coins, 
lx>th Nations, remained in great Purity for fund ry Centuries 5 until partly by thcPoverty* 



in 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



partly by the Covetoufnefs of Princes, and -partly alfo by the Deceipt of Coins, a very great J 
Change was gradually brought about in the intrinfic Value of the Coins of the feveral-Nations of 

For a Pound of Silver Money, which at firfl: was a real. Pound in Weight, becanie 

and became likewile 



Europe. 



Cold and Silver 
Scoti/h Coins all 



gradually diminifhed in Weight, tho* ftill retaining the ancient Name 
corrupted from its ancient Purity, by being mixed with baler Metals. 3 ' 

Here Mn Ruddiman produces- his Authorities, with refpetSk to French Money, from Francifctis 
'Blancius 9 s Hijlorical Commentary- on French Moneys frofti the Time of Charlemagne downward ; and 
then fhews the gradual Diminution of the real' Value of the Englifli arid' Scots- Coins : And that 
till about the Year 1355, the Coins of both, the Britannick Kingdoms were exactly therfame in 
Denomination* Weight* and Finenefs. Aftefr * which laft-natiiedv Ifcriqd, * the Scotijh Penpy$ : and 
their Groat, [the higheft Silver Coins which both they arid the Ehglijh had till lpng.afte£») t . by 
the Year root, had gfadddiiy'furik 1 to one twelfth Par tr- of thole !of f England* tho* the DehominaT 
tibris 4 remained" the 'fame-: And* lb it- continued 



Amid iyo^Jwheh all : the ■ Scdtijfj Gold 1 and' Silver 



d^till' thev happy; 'Vhfo* 17 ^ the*- two \ *angdonis* 
er- GftinsV-weiiei' called 1 in* andicoinedjiiito Englijh. 

• J • tStr\^ / - >a t**n* 



called \n,Anm 1707. fterlirig.M6hey 3 m& W pUt a-fitial Period^ to this^Matt^n Yetfamohgft the Gomhiorialty o£ Scot- 

i<ind % . they can fcarcely ftill 'forbeaf reckoning their old' way, by 



Pounds and Marks. Sbotijb*. tho! 



3 



now 
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A. DA now inconvenient ; and they ftill retain their old Copper Coins, tho* now much worn out. — There An Account of 
i iovlwas no fmaller Copper Coin in Scotland at the Union in 1707, than that of Two-pence Scots* Copper 

being equal to one fixth Part of a Penny Englifh. King James VI. of Scotland feems to have olns " 
been the firft that -coined a Scoti/h Copper Penny, as did.alfo ICing Charles I. but being worn out 
at the Reftoration, the above-named Two-pence-&»/J Copper Coin has ever fince been the fmallefl: 
Denomination ; and the higheft: Copper Coin was three or thole, equal to an Halfpenny fterlingj 
the laft of both which were coined in the Reign of King William III. 
j 109 1 We have the Authority of Helmoldus* (Lib. L. Cap. xxxifc.) that Linen Cloth* at this Xiifie, Linen Cloth partes 

was uied as Money, in exchange for all other Things, in the Ifle of Rugen* on the Coaft of Money in the 
Pomcrania* The once famous Henry the Lyon, Duke of Saxony* had, it lcems, conquered the -then Iflc of Ru & nu 
heathen People of this Ifle, laying a Tribute of 4400 Maries weight of Silver on them ; but they 
had fo little either of Gold or Silver amongft them, and lb little Eftecm for them, chat they 
could not m^lcc up the Quantity impoicd on them. tc If (fays he) they by chance got any 
cc Gold or Silver by their Piracies, or in War, they either bellowed it in Ornaments for their 
cc Wives, or laid it up in the Treafury of their Idol God.** 

Sundry Authors fix upon this Year for the Citizens of Genoa* as well as for thofe of Flo- Genoa, Florence* and 
rence and Lucca's erecting themfclves into free States or Commonwealths being much about the Luce, nn 1 aquiry 
Time that the Normans abfolutely conquered the Country afterward named the Kingdom of "r^^ 
Naples. Yet Petr/es Baptifia Burgas* in his before-quoted Book of the Genoefe Dominion in the £<i smcs! 0 ™ mS 
Ligurian Sea, is of Opinion that the Genoefe had afTumed their Liberty fooner, viz. upon 
die Extinction of the Race of Charlemagne in Italy* when that Country was greatly diftradbed by 
Divifions 9 and De Mailly (as already noted) fixes Genoa's Freedom to the Year 1096- Others 
would carry the Freedom of the Genoefe as high as the Year 720, tho* with little Probability, 
Upon the whole, altho' Genoa might not be abfolutely independent till about or near this latcft 
Period, it is neverthelels agreed by I-Iiftorians, that even whilft the Genoefe were fubjeft to the 
Lombard Kings, and ftill more under the Race of Charlemagne^ that City was much addi&ed to ma- 
ritime Commerce, and was very potent at Sea 5 and it is perhaps not improbable, that the 
Figure they then made in their more .precarious Situation, might give a Handle to their His- 
toriographers in after Ages, to make their independent Condition more ancient than it really was. 
Perhaps, too, lomewhat of a fimilar Kind may be laid for the other two before-named Repub- 
licks. Certain it is, that all the faid three Cities availed themfeives of the Weaknels and Ne- 
gligence of, and the Difputes between, the Emperors and the Popes, lb as to fet up for them- 
feives long before they found Means to be recognized as free States. And the like may be 
obferved of fbme other Cities and Principalities in Italy. 

Fuller* in his Holy-lVar* makes Sidon 0 the moft ancient City of Phenicia* (which was of old aK . d . * Vc '^7 

famous for the* fincll Chryftal Glafs made there) to have been, in this Year, 11 10, fubdued by ia^^ 
the Croifes* principally by the Help of the Danijb and Norwegian Fleets. 0 

It was not till now that the Chriftian Religion became triumphant in Sweden in the Reign of Chrsflfcnity quite 
Ingo* (who came to that Crown in this Year) when, according to their great Hzftorian Piijfendorf cilalj!sr„edHiAw- 
the Worfhip of their Idol at Upfal ' was totally fupprefled. 

In this Year, Learning began to be revived at Cambridge* which XJniverfity had been founded Cambridge Unlvcr- 
by King Edward the Elder ; but being ruined by the Danijb Depredations, it lay dormant till fit y re ^°r^ 
this Time. 

- Anno 1 1 1 1, David y Brother to Alexander I. King of Scotland* then living at the Court of Eng- The KarJdoms of 
land* was married to Maud the Daughter of Voldroft Earl of Northumberland and Huntingdon ; by ^^w'^^wiand 
which Match thofe two Earldoms came afterward to the Crown of Scotland. AcTSi n ot'TL? 

11 12 Toward the Clofe of the laft, and in the former Part of this Century, there had been great /„,./. 

Inundations or Overflowings of the Sea in Flanders 5 whereby great Numbers of poor Flemings /V^/V£/ t an ufcfui 
were forced to take Shelter in England. They came thither in fuch Swarms, as to be thought a C 1 ' jI, '" y r of / ^ t 7 n 
Burthen to the Nation. King Henry I. planted them in the wafte Parts of Northumberland and P an:cd,il 
Cumberland* but chiefly about the City of Carlijle. Afterward, prudently confidering with him- 
felf, (in Imitation of what the Romans* &c. in old Times had done) that thofe Flemings might 
be ferviceable to him for the keeping of Wales in awe, he tranfplanted them into the South Parts 
of that Country, giving them the County of Rhos* [now Rofs~\ and a Part of Herrefordjhire*. lately 
conquered from the Welch Princes * where their Defcendants proved fuccefsful againft the In- 
curfions of the TVelch y and remain there unto this Day, greatly differing both in point of In- 
duftry, Cuftoms, and even Language, from the aborigines Welchmen. Some add, (and particu- 
larly Verftegan in his Reftitution of decayed Intelligence) that King Henry fbrelaw thole Flemings 
might be profitable to the Realm, by inftrudling his Subjedts in the Art of Cloathing, already 
in screat Perleflion in Flanders and Brabant. 
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11 15 The Moors were at this Time ftill in Pofleflion of the Ifland of Majorca* being, in the Years Majorca fliii pot 

1 1 14 and 1 1 15, unfuccefsfully attacked by the joint Fleets and Armies of Berenger King of Arra- fcfFecI b >* &&%kn*u 
gon and Count of Barcelona* and by the Repulilicks of Genoa and Pifa. 

About this Time, Baldwin King of Jerufalem* by the Afliftance of the Genoefe Fleet, won Gcr.*a grcaily in- 
many Towns in Paleftine ; in which (fays Fuller) they were allowed one Third of the Spoil, and ^wBlmtatin; 
alio a whole Street to be folely pofiefied by .them in every Town they took. CVer/\r>. S *° r t C 

The Moors [or, as Hiftorians often call them, the Saracens'] are now triumphant on the Italian The .w» <i cilroy 
Coaft, They fubdued and burnt the City of Pifa y and afterward they reduced the Ifland of Sar- P : jU % and reduce 
dinia* then pofiefled by the Pifans. Whereupon the latter made an Alliance with the Genoefe* by ^J^'f d/!J*"* e 
which Means they recovered Sardinia from the Moors* after defeating them in a naval Engage- driven bv Seg- 
ment. After this there were cruel Wars between thofe two Republicks for the Pofleflion of &rr- r .oejc 9 who in the 
dinia and Corfica* in which the Genoefe were at length* fuccefsful. s ai » pofleiBcu 

In this fame Year, 200 Venetian Ships overcame 700 of the Saracen Ships befiesjing Jcppa* and ^ ^t* 1 1,,e ai,a 
railed that Siege. Next, the laid Venetian Fleet befieged and took Tyre y which they, gave to the r r „^' au< x Gcma 
Patriarch of JerufalenK Which Succefs exciting the Jealoufy of Emanuel the ConfiantinopolitaU Em- aft contnuy Fans 
peror, he commanded the Venetians to proceed no farther at which the latter were ib enraged, ^jth regard to the 
that they took from him the Ifles of Scio* Rhodes* Samos* Ti'Bttylene* and Andros. Oh the other E»npnc 
Hand, the Genoefe* then alfo powerful at Sea, lided with the Greeks* who, by their Afliftance, 
Vol. I. X * obtained 
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'They, under ft pre- 
tended yiail t\ m v 



obtained the Reftoration of their Empire about 50 Years after this Time 5 by which means Genoa 
came in for a Share of the Greek Ifles and Havens. Thus thofe two rival Republicks played 
their oppofite Games for many Years. 

Thus did thefc Latin Ghriflians, under the Cloak of Zeal againft Mahomet anifm, feather their 
own Wings, at the Expence of an ancient declining^ Cbrijtian Empire. The Venetians never 
Fm^ir - r of 1,1 C * oJ ^ ^S* lt: °^ th^ir commercial Interefts ; taking Care, in every of their fuccefsful Expeditions 
inmv • lllcs U ^ ° f° v t ^ lc Holy-War, to ftipulate for themfelves great Privileges, and Immunities from Cuftoms 
J and Taxes in the conquered Cities j wherein they, as well as the Geuoefe? had particular Streets 

folely referved for their own Nation \ and at the taking of thofe Places, [as now at Tyre and 
Joppa] they were fure to carry home much Plunder. 

The Venetians were in this Year fo powerful at Sea, that their Doge Donmiicus Michael, wirh a 
Fleet of 200 Sail, obliged the Saracens (a fccond Time as it fliould feem) to raife the Siege of 
Joppa, having intirely deftroyed their Fleet lying before it. 



y,f.ifc is rtt tin'** 
Time triumphant 
in tnc Levant Seas. 

J\ IMdi'ibn "C walled 
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Fill this Year, Midddburg^ the capital City of the Province of Zealand, was but a Village, orj 1 121 
1 ■ n - - ™ 1 1 1 - * " Ic is called in Latin, Metelliburgttm, 



it. to. 



R ; j * c f Pro v i/l c n 



C/uen and r /fit's 
craH Wars about 

the IV>.';t fliou nf' 
«* *• * »i and Car- 



round, »ntl it:. Ami- at beft an open Town, but was now furrounded with a "Wall 

guity, zs*% enquired f 0 me fuppofed to be built by Metellus the Roman General tho* the moft probable Etymology 

furely is its being fb named from being built in die Middle of the Ifle of Walcheren, and that it 
cannot juftly boaft fuch high Antiquity. 

Bifhop Flcclzvood, in his Chronicon Preciofum, fays, this was a very dear Time in England for 
Corn j Wheat being fold at Jix Shillings per Quarter. And fo it mufb have been, confidcring the 
Time we are upon. . For if Corn's ulual price was [fuppofe] two Shillings per Quarter, [/. <?. fix 
Shillings of our Money] and that other Neceflaries were nearly in Proportion, the Rare of Living 
then was 6 -j- Times at Icaft cheaper than in our Days, fiippofing 40 Sliillings to be a moderate 
Price for a Quarter of Wheal in our ov/n Days ; and if all other Neceflaries had happened to be 
ltill cheaper than the Wheat * then the Rate of Living would have been proportionally cheaper; 
always rcmcmbring that the Silver Coins of England were then thrice the Weight and Value of 
ours in modern Times. 

The Genoefc and Pi fans fell out about the Ifland of Corfica, as they had before done with rela- 
tion to Sardinia. The Saracens, Gcnoefe, and Pi fans, had each, in their Turns, pofieflcd thofe two 
Iflands and after the Saracens had been quite driven out, the laid two Chriftian Republicks 
could never &f*rcc <i bout the Pofleflion of them : So that they had many mod: bloody naval En- 
gagements on that Account, both in this and the next Century, till the final Deftru£tion of Pifa. 
The Genoefc now attacked the Pi fans with 80 Gallics, and totally rout their Fleet : Yet Pifa, in 
this fame Year, [or as Morifotus has it, in the Year 1127] renews its Efforts ; and Genoa again 
proving fnperior, they carry the War home to the City of Pifa, which the Genoefe befiege both 
by Sea and Land, and reduce it to accept of very dilhonourable Conditions of Peace. 
Amongft other Marks of Submiflion, Genoa obliged them to ftipulate, not to build their Houfes 
higher than one Story. Yet, Anno 1128, Pifa makes one more EHbrt at Sea againft Genoa, 
but are again totally vanquifhed near Meffina. 
Trnvns in Fwce We have before noted, in the preceding Century, that Merchant-Guilds in Englifh Towns, were 

ChLter 0 ' POraied b> i * ufe even prior to thc Gorman Conqucft. What they were in all refpe&s, is not now exa£tly 

known. They doubtlefs participated of a Community in a certain Degree 5 yet they do not 
feem to have been incorporated, or made Bodies-Politick by Charters, as now in moft Parts of 
Europe, until the former Part of this Xllth Century* It is faid that the French Kings firft incor- 
porated thofe Communities for a Check to the Infolencc of their over-grown Vaffals, the Dukes, 
Counts, &c. and to protect fuch of them as held of Subje£ts, from the extravagant Power of fuch 
Subjects. And probably King John of England had the very fame Points in view, when he cre- 
ated fb many Corporations in the next Ccntuiy. In France* the chief Points confbituting fuch 
Communities, were a Mayor, Efchevins, and Common Council, or a Fraternity, a Belfrey and 
Bell to convene them, and a common Seal and Jurifdx6tion. The moft ancient of thefc French 
Corporations was St. Riquier in Ponthieu, Anno 1126, incorporated by King Louis VI. and" their 

Number was much increafed by Louis VII. 

Dr. Brady obferves, that about the fame Time the Laws and Cuftoms of the Burghs of Scotland 
were published by King David I. who began his Reign Anno 1124, and died Anno 1 153. Skene, 
on Regium Majeftatem, fays, that David fent certain learned Men into foreign Countries, to learn 
the Laws and Ordinances of them ; which they performed in two Years Time : And from their 
Reports he framed his Leges Burgorum, i. e. Burgh Laws. The King's Chamberlain made an an- 
nual Circuit through all the Burghs of Scotland, to punifli Crimes, and to take an Account of the 
Brethren of Guild [as to this Day the Burghers are called there] by themfelves, and of the other 



"t - ".: the i.t!i c 



Inhabitants by themfelves. 



Cot po. - a:ion Toivns 
in £ngif!tTtt\ their 
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In England, King William Rufus, Henry I- and King Stephen* granted large Immunities 
urghs ; and in King Henry lid's Reign they were arrived at fuch high Privileges, that i 



to 
if a 



Bondman or Servant remained in a Burgh a Year and a Day, he was by fuch Reiidcnce made 
:-nJ aifo in S.sil mW d. f rce - And it was the fame in Scotland. {Leges Burgorttm Scali<e, c, xvii.] Dr. Brady farther ob- 
ferves, that when there was a Competition for the Crown, both Parties made ufe of the Burghs to 
ferve their own Purpofes. Thus Henry II. in his fixth Year, grants a Charter with large Privi- 
leges to the BurgefTes of Wallingford, for the Services they did him and his Mother Maud rhe 
Emprefs, againft King Stephen , as alfo to thole of Winchefter and Oxford. By thefc Charters they 
were called free Burghs, and their Burgeffes free Burgejfes * becaufe they were thereby difcharged 
from Tolls, Pajfagc, Pontage, Laftagc, Stallage, &c. and from every Burden excepting the fixed 
Fee-farm Rent of fuch Town ; and this throughout all England, excepting London. And the like 
Privileges did David I. of Scotland grant to his Burghs, as by his Burgh-Laws ; wherei 
every Houfe to find, in their Turns, one Man to watch and knock at their Doors with a Staff. — And 
in the Reign of his Son, King William, (furnamed the Lyon) it was cnafted, that the Merchants 
of the Kingdom fliould have their Merchant-Guild* with Freedom from Tolls, &fr. as in his Fa- 
ther's Reign. Thefc fame Merchants were no other than the ordinary Tradcfmen or Retailers, 
and fuch as frequented Fairs and Markets j being then fo ftilcd all over Europe, as they are fo 

ftill in the North Parts of this Ifland. So in a Plea between the Abbot of Weftminfier and the 

Tradcfmen 



in he directs 
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A.D- I Trtdcfmen that rcfortcd 



i 



2d to his Fair there, (xxx Edward !•■) they were often called [Mercatores] What iva* 
try inland Burgh that had a Charter, had a Gilda Mercatoria •* and their or- n ™ * nt n * ,} 1 



or old 



o 6 Merchants. Even every inland Burgh that had a Charter, had a Gilda Mercatorta * and their or- ™ <w,1 % c *•* 
1 dinary Tradefinen were (tiled [MercatoresJ Merchants. — Yet, in fuch Burghs* eveiy Inhabitant m^J^^S^ 
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was not a Burgefs, in the before-named *Sen(e of Freedom of Tolls, but only fuch as 

were of the Gilda Mercatoria* L e. of the Freedom, and who contributed to the common Charges 
of the Burgh 5 as at pre fen t. 

Notwithstanding King Edward the Conf efforts fevere Laws againft Ufury* yet in a Council held forbidden in 
at Weftminfter* in this Year, by the Pope's Legate, (Cardinal de Crew a) it was only made .prohibi- f^*™** hum* 
tory to the Clergy ; who, in cafe they pra6tifed it, were to be degraded. And in another Coun- crsy a ° nS * 
cil at Weftminfter twelve Years after, it was decreed, cc That fuch of the Clergy as were Uftircrs 
cc and Hunters after fordid Gain, and for the publiclc Employments of the Laity, ought to be 
" degraded," cc After which" [fays Sir Roger Twiftien* in his Preface to Sir Robert Fi 
Treatife on Ufury] " I do not find any Law made about it in England" — And he concludes, 
cc That neither from Scripture, nor the Practice of the primitive Church, nor from Alftedius* 
" Calvin* &:c. is either the giving or taking of Ufe for Money lent, in its own Nature finful 
" amongft Chriftians, fo as no other Circumitance made it fb." Our leis-Icnowing Readers are * /"j, die Diffrr- 
here to take Notice, that the Word Ufury * called in Latin* Ufura* and F<cnus* always meant no between the 
other than Intereft or Ufe for Money in general ; tho' of late we confine that Word to exorbitant and nifouirm uft™c S 
extravagant Intereft alone ; fuch as Pawnbrokers, are accufed of taking of the Neccflitous. Ward, 



After the Civil or Roman Law had remained in Oblivion in the JVcfi for fix Centuries, the very The OW/.^'rc- 



Fi Inter** 




Naples* when that City was taken by the Emperor Lotharius II. Mr. Seldcn* in his Preface ro 
his Titles of Honour* fays, that the Emperor gave this Copy, as a precious Monument, to tly: 
Pifans ; and it is now in the Great Duke r $f Tafcany*s Library. Under this fame Emperor, Lo- 
tbarius II. it began to be profeficd at Bonoiiia* the firflrof any Place in the Weft of Europe* and k 
made fo fwift a Progrcfs, as to be publickly taught at Oxford about the Year 1 1 50, tho' never 
received in England as the general Bafis of their Laws. And befides Italy and Germany* it made 
its way into France* Spam* and Scotland * tho' not till very l3**e in the laft-namcd Country. The 
particular Laws and Ufages of the barbarous Nations who mattered the weftern Empire, and par- 
ticularly the Introduction of the Feudal Law by the Lombards about the Year 570, had quite 
driven the Civil-Law out of ule till this Time, and indeed even out of Remembrance* The Civil- 
Law contained many curious Points relative to the Regulation of Trade* Commerce* and Naviga- 
tion ; to which, on the contraiy, (as has been elfewhere noted) the Feudal Law was not lb 
favourable. 

1 1 30 1 We have in its Place noted, that lb early as about the Middle of the Vlth Century, the breed- Sdk Mawflig te 

ing of Silk-worms (andfoon after the aftual manufacture of Silk) was introduced into 

Empire by Juftiniau. Nevertheless, the People of the weftern Parts of Europe contented them- oJhcr'partsor^ l ° 
(elves, for about 600 Years after, with fetching what little wrought Silk they ufed from Conftan- vrefh 
tinoplc and Alexandria ; none, indeed, but Princes and noble Families of the Weft* wearing Silk 
Garments in thole early Times. Poflibly, Silk might not have been fo foon rendered common in 
the Weft Parts of Europe* but for their Expeditions to the Holy-War ; whither Roger II. King of 
Sicily* having gone, Anno 1130, and in his Return having taken Athens* Corinth* and Thebes from 
the Greek Empire, and rcleafcd Louis VII. of France* whom the Greeks had made Prilbner in his 
Return from the Holy-War* he brought away from Greece all fuch as wrought in the Silk Manu- 
facture, and fettled them at Palermo * where they taught the Sici/iajis not only to breed up the 
Silk-worms* but to fpin and weave the Silk * the Art of which was afterward brought to Italy and 



Spain. From Italy it was brought into the South Parts of France* i. e. into Dattphhtc* Provence* 
and Languedoc, a little before King Francis Ps Reign, and King ir^/j I. brought it into Tou- 
raine. This is the Account of moil Writers, excepting Tbuanus* who makes this Manufacture 
of Silk to be introduced into Sicily 200 Years later, by Robert the Wife* King of Sicily and Count 
of Provence. But alrho' the faid Robert might probably make great Improvements therein, yet as 
lb many Authors agree in afcribing its Introduction as above to King Roger* and particularly two 
later Authors than Tbuanus* viz. Mezcray in his Hiftory of France* and the anonymous Author of 
Effai de VHifioire dtt Commerce de Vcnife* firft publifhed at Paris lb lately as Anno 1729, Tbuanus may 
very probably be miftaken therein, as he has been in fozne other Points, altho', in the general, an 
able and excellent Author. 

The (aid Roger II. of Sicily* not only robbed the declining Greek Empire of the Cities of Sattt Rt~cr of s**il 
Bare and Trani* being all that till now remained to that Empire in Italy* but alio fcized on the rohaihe "Gwtk Km-" 
Iflcs of Corfu and Ncgropant. Roger alfo defeated a Saracen or Moor if j Fleet, took the Town of pw°ffundryPlac»i # 
Tripoli in Barbary* and made the City of Tunis tributary to him. He even infulted the Suburbs ^u-^xB^^^ 
of Conftantinople * but was driven thence by the Fleet of Venice* then in Alliance with the Greek I afces TV/.^^j 
Empire. This Prince is by all allowed to have been very powerful at Sea ; and from his warlike reduces 7s*// to Us 
Ships, then named Galea and Sagitt<c* are laid to be derived the modern Names of Galleys and m "kutartf to him. 
Saicks. The Venetians* it is faid, were fo jealous of this King Roger* merely on account of his a"s c !?,* cr * ? otcnt 
eftablifhing the Silk Manufacture at Paler " " * * *" " * " 



ilermo* as aforefaicl, which greatly interfered with their Im- GW/oj and Sauk* 
they joined with the Greek Emperor Emanuel againft him, *hc«et* fo named. 

turret's Jcafoufvo 
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portations of Silks from Greece* that _ 

Anno 1 148. " " f K^\J^^ Cy ° r 

It feems the Silk Stuffs t>f Palermo were fo far improved, as to be finer than thofe of Greece -* fo ra^urcsf * C 1 
that the Sicilians made up their Cargoes partly with Silks to the Ports in the Ocean. 
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in Ins Chronicon Preciofum* confirms this in the following Words, viz. cc Inftead of Provifions for 
tc his Houfliold, defifing to have fome ready Money to defray the Expences of his Court and 
cc to pay his Soldiers, he agreed with his Tenants, That inftead of Bread for 1 00 Men* [for one 
cc Meal I fuppofe, fays the J^ifhop] they Jbould pay him 1 s. And inftead of a flailed Ox* 1 s. And 

** inftead 



1 



• 



So 
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King Henry Vs raft 

Treafurc at his 
Death. 



Ox 'valued at 3 s. or g s. of our Money. 



It is probable, that by this Compolition of King Henry I. with his Tenants, for part Money 
inftead of all in Provifions, and by his Taxes on .Lands, he was enabled to leave behind 



I 



him at his Death (Anno u 35) lb large a Sum as 100,000 A of Silver in ready Money. There 
were no Gold Coins in England till above 200 Years after this Time, and that Engli/b Money was 
then above ten Times as fcarce as in our Days.; (Vide Annum x 189.) which being thrice the Quan- 
tity or Weight of our modern Silver Money, is 300,000/. and in the Purchale of Merchandize, j 
Provifions, and all Neceflaries, maybe fairly reckoned equal to ten Times as much as 100,000 1 J 

of our Money, Yet this Comnnmrinn of the Rate of Uvinn*. is ftill 11 Don the Sunnofirinn tU^A 

all other 

the above-named 40 Sheep. The more 

however renders this Matter fomewhat more uncertain than a like Valuation would be in mo- 
dern Times. 

The Cn ft King who The laid King IJemy L iecms to have been the firft of our Monarchs that attempted the Im- 
f.iadc any River na- provement of Rivers for the Benefit of inland Navigation ; being faid to have joined the Rivers 
vigabfc in E^Uuai. <f ren i an< j Witham, for making a Navigation from Yorkfca to Lincoln* being feven Miles. i 

As the Genoefe continued to be very potent at Sea all this Century, they were frequently infti- 
gated by the Popes and by the Chriitian Princes of Spain, to war with the Moors of Spain. 
Anno 1 J 36, (fays their Hiftoriographcr, the Chevalier de Mailly) they fitted out a Fleet of no 



loney. Yet this Computation of the Rate of Living, is ftill upon the Supposition that! 
Neceflaries were, at or about this Time, nearly or almoft as cheap as the Valuation or j 

frequent Fluctuations of the Price of Wheat, (fcA 



Geisa(/c very potent 
hi Sea, and a Kb in 
Land Forces, and 

cJi icily atriiinfr ihe 
A loot j at Spat/:. 



I l ?6 



t 



fewer than j 63 Ships and 60 Gailies, for beficging the Moors in Atmcria\ which City was taken 
from the Moors the fame Year, with great Slaughter and a vail* Booty. In this Siege, the Land 
Forces of Genoa are faid to have iignalized their Valour as much as their Navy-, and contnburcd 
much more to the taking of that Capital of a il^^r/y^SKingdom, than either the King of Caftile^ or! 
the Count of Barcelona, tho' more immediately interefted. And doubrlefe they were generally , 

irll recompenced by large Privileges in their Commerce to Spain, where the C.hrijlicn 
had ftill too much upon their Hands to be able alone to deal with the Moors % and indeed not! 



in n ccs 



too much upon their Hands to 
only they, but all 
of the free States 

Hiftoriographers) nothing could have hind red the Cbriftian Princes of Spain from totally expelling 

Enemies a farther Relpite 1 



the other Monarchies of the Weft, left Commerce almofl: in tirely in the I lands 
of Italy, which were thereby immenfely enriched. And now (lay the Genoefe] 



By Genoa* Means 



the Moors, but the Divilions amongft themlelves \ which 
of above 350 Years. 



gave 



their 



York City a \»cry 
confidcrnblc one at 
this Time. 



The Genoefe, with their powerful Fleet and their gallant Land-Forces, were equally ferviceable 
*h<vr**/c/.' is taken j n t j ie siege and taking of Yortofa. The Rendezvous of both Fleet and Army was at Barcclo7ia ; j 
rom ICJ GS7J. anc j ^ £^ being taken, was divided into three equal Parts, viz. one Third to the King of 

Caftilc, one Third to the Count of Barcelona, and the other one Third to the Genoefe, which they 
foon after Ibid to the Count of Barcelona, who likewife gave the Genoefe an Immunity from paying 
any Cuftom in his Ports. 

In this fame Year, (according to Drake's ITiftory of it) a cafual Fire in the City of York con- 
fumed its Cathedral, St. Mary's Abbey, St. Leonardos Hofpital, 39 Parilh Churches within that 
City, and Trinity Church in the Suburbs : Whereby it Ihould feem that York was then a more 
conliderable Place than at'prefent. Yet we Ihould have been much better able to judge of this, 
had he given us the Number of Houles burnt down 5 lince the Magnitude of Cities in thole zea- 
lous Times, could fcldom be juflrly afcertained by their Number of Churches and Convents. 

About this Time, in the Reign of King Stephen, William of Malmjbttry defcribes London to be 
a City abounding with rich Inhabitants, and with Merchants reforting thither from all Nations, 

more efpecially out of Germany. 

The faid William of Malmfbtoy, about the fame Time, calls Briftol \Vicus celeberrimus\ cc a fa- 

thither from 1 



London** mercantile 
State at thii Time. 



J>i ;j}ar<i State at 
ihh Time. 



/*» rtnval made a 
Kingdom. 



M motis Yown, its Haven being a commodious Receptacle for all Ships coming 
ct Ireland, Norway? and other foreign Countries." Cambden, in his Britannia? thinks that Briftol 
took its Rife in the Decline of the Saxon Government ^ lince the firft time it is mentioned is in ; 
the Year 1063, when Florence ofWorcefter makes Harold fail from Briftol to Wales. In Doo?nfday n 
Book it is mentioned as paying, with an adjoining Farm, 110 Marks of Silver. — Cambden mult, 
only here be underftood to mean as a Port of Commerce ; for we have leen that it exifted as a Town' 
or Fort, in the Vth Century. I 
Portugal had now the Title of a Kingdom firft given it, by Alphonfo's afliiming the Name of; 
King of it ; being fo alio proclaimed by his Army. His Father Henry had all that Part of lufi- , 
tania or Portugal that was Cbriftian, bellowed on him by Alphonfo VI. King of Caftile and Leon, \ 
for his Affiftance againft the Moors \ but only with the Title of Count, and to be his Tributary : And 
his faid Son making many more Conquelis on the Moors, judged and rendered himfelf now quite 
independent ; having, in this Year, defeated five Moorijh Kings, and taken from them the City 
of Lifbon. [See the Year 1147.] That Country was till then obfeure and poor, but this King 
greatly augmented it ; and his Succeflbr, by marrying a baftard Daughter of the Kirtg of Caftile, 
got as her Dowry the Kingdom of //^w. From which Time the Boundaries or Limits of Por- 
tugal have remained nearly the fame to this Day. 
The Names 



of two potent and memorable Factions or Parties in Italy, called Guelfhs and 

Ghibclines, were now firft known. They were 'laid to take their Names from two powerful princely 

The Oc- 



Houfes in Germany, who, by their DilJentions, caufcd great Difordcrs in that Country. 



The two great Fac- 
tions of Guelphs and 
Gbibelhm in Italy* 

prtmblc A thole Factions in Italy? was the War -which ""die Emperor Conrade III. who was of the. 

for above 300 Houfe of the Ghibelines, (Ghibelin being the Niime of a Village in Swabia, which gave Title 
Ttars - to Conrade** Family) waged againft Roger King of Sicily, on account of the double Election 

of the Popes, Innocent II. and Anacletus. In a Battle between the two Armies, Giielph Duke of 
Bavaria, (Roger's Ally) cried out, Hier Gttelph ; and the Emperor's Army cried out* Bier Ghi- 
belhtc. ■ From thence forward the imperial Party were called Ghibelins, and the oppolite or papal 
Parry were ftiled Gudphs. 

About 



*S7 



'39 
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About the.Mid- denccs in Uab ' 
\ly very, much, .which 

endured above 300 

Years; ^h<juelp6f^pnyxo^y aflertirig the Power of the See of Rome, as the Gbibelins did the 
EmOe^r's^igfic of Sovereignty dividing Italy m a violent Manner 5 putting all Cities and Fa- 
milies at Variance, ^Brothers agaihft Brothers, without regard to the Tics of Nature. 

Nothing feems in all Appearance clearer that there were real Vineyards of old in England* than Vtnes and Vineyards, 

tliat in the fifth Year '° «» appearance, 

allowed, upon their ^ y 
Accouh£* for the fta'ted Liveries, and for the Livery- of the King's V'ine-Dreficr at Rokingham* 
and for Neceflaries for the Vineyard. In the original Roll it is thus: cc Et in Liberatione Pi- 
cc neatoris de Rochingeham, xxx SoL et v. Z>. Numero* et in Procuratione Vinece* xx Sol. 1 ' Et ibidem? 
Chap, xi. p. 269, Anno xv Henry III. there is mention made of Vineyards in die Diocefe of Lin- 
coin* Anno 1230. Fru^lus Virgidtorum Vincaruni* (L e. Vine Branches or Twigs) and alfo Torada- 

rittm* 1* e. a Wine-prejs. 

Wc have Inltances, even in our own Days, of the Pofllbility of making Wine from Grapes of 
our own Growth, which fbmetimcs have anfwered extremely welh But, upon the whole, it is 
more our Incereft to take our Wines from thofe Nations who take off much of our Manufactures 
and Product, than to depend on the very great Uncertainty of our own Climate, which is too 
far from the Sun for Vines to anfwer Expectation. 

This fame Year is memorable alfo for the founding of the famous commercial City of Lubeck* The City of Lubeck 
by Aclolpb Earl of Holflehi-Scbawenbur^b. The German Writers fay, that the Rugians had before ^nded j whju 
deftroyed the old Town and Cattle of this Name whereupon this Prince chofe a more conve- ta ^us Situation"^ 
nient Situation for this new City. Altho a we are unacquainted with any thing of the Figure Commerce, 
which old Lubeck might have made in commercial Matters, yet we find that this new Lubeck be- 
gan to be confiderable in that refpeft, in but a few Years after its Foundation * infomuch, that 
its commercial Efforts brought an AccefTion of Inhabitants to it from IVeJlphalia* Fri/eland* Hol- 
land* &c. for cultivating the Defarts of the Province of Wagria* wherein Lubeck is fituated. 
This City, however, in its tender Years, received many fevere Shocks from Fire, Wars, &c. and 
had been feveral Times taken and facked by the Danes* &c. Neverthelefs its commodious Situa- 
tion on the Baltic Sea, for Commerce with Denmark* Norway* Sweden* Poland* and RuJJia* and 
alfo for fupplying all the north End of Germany with whatever they wanted, and for taking 
of them what other People or themfelves wanted from thence, did foon fill the City with Mer- 
chants, whereby it became the moft famous of all the Cities of the North of Germany. Yet, not- An Enquiry into 
withftanding this, and much more that might be produced by way of Evidence, that this is ^"ir.^s Antiquity, 
the true Date of the founding of Lubeck* the Cbronicon Epifcoporttm Mindenjium fays, that Volguinus* CotnmcfCC > 
the 35th Bifhop of Minden* who came to that See about the Year 1275, from a Village firft 
made Lubeck a Town, and placed Monks and Canons there from the Town of Alden. [Printed 
in the Book, entitled, Rerum Germanicarum <ve teres jamprimum publicati Script ores Sex. Francofurti 
adMccnum* Anno 1653.] Pollibly this Monk might believe that nothing could make a Town or 
City without Monks and Canons. It afterward obtained the honourable Title of a free Cafarean 
or Imperial City, (fays JVerdenbagen 's TraElatus de Rebus-publicis Hanfeaticis* Vol. I.) being reckoned 
one of the four pmnarian or principal Cities of the Empire, which hold the Precedency of all 
others, [« Augjburgh* Aken* (or Aix-la-Cbapelle) Mentz* and Lubeck.~\ Dr. lieylin fays, it re- G rman/s four prin- 
belled againfl the Dukes of Holjlein* (but Werdenhagen calls it a War) and that it had twice Dukes ci P al Ci « C5 - 
of its own : — That it was fubdued by the Danes, and afterward again made Imperial : — After 
which it joined the Hanfeatic Confederacy. But IVerdenhagcii 's Account [with all his Faults] feems 
to be the moll: authentic one* 

The great commercial Progefs of Lubeck* excited other German Towns on the Baltic Shores, The Rife of the 
£s?r. to emulate its Succels : And fuch trading Towns foon began to make Aflbciarions for their H"nfe«* t€ **<*gue- 
grcater Safety from Pyrates and other Violences, and for fettling mutual Paflports for the free 
Navigation of their Ships. This their Profperity, however, drew upon them the Envy of the 
Kings of Denmark and Sweden* the Dukes of Saxony* Holjlein* &c. which obliged thofe trading Towns 
gradually to fall into the famous Hanfeatic Confederacy, which made fb great a Figure for feveral 
luccecding Centuries, and of which Lubeck was, from the firft, declared the Head, as having 
conduced the reft into the beneficial Employment of Trafiick ■* and jfhe has ever fince, even to this 
Day, pofiefled, unrivalled, the DireElorium or Prefidentfhip of the Hanfeatic League* tho* now funk 
almoft to a mere Shadow of its priftine Glory ; when not only Lubeck* but feveral other Cities, 
were arrived at fb great a Pitch of Wealth, Power, and naval Grcatnefs, as to be formidable to 
all the neighbouring Monarchs, who often courted their Friendfhip and Alliance. IVcrdenhagen 
aflerts, that there was a League between the Saxon Cities for the Defence of Commerce, long 
before the Hanfe Confederacy. That all the ancient Grandeur of the once famous Bardewic* 
[now a Village in the Dutchy of Lunenburg} is not generally known, tho* once the moft noble 
City of Germany ; as alfo concerning IVinet* that univerfal Emporium, fituated on Ufedoin* an Ifle 



at the Mouth of the River Oder * of which Helmoldus* who lived in this Century, likewife gives 
fuch fwelling Accounts, (much like thofe given by Adam of Bremen* &c. concerning Julin.) 
That tho' it perfifted in Paganifm, to its final DcttriuStion, yet no People were more civil or 
hofpitable. It was ftored with the Merchandize of all Nations. He adds, that many Things 
relating to this Subjeft, are to be found amongft the Archives of the ancient Cities of Germany. 
But as this League of the Hans-Towns was not corripleatly formed until toward the Clofc of this 
Century, or perhaps fbmewhat later, we fhall here only farther oblcrve, what is material to our 
Hiftory, that, as Lubeck led the way to the other trading Towns near her, for the Improvement 
of Commerce, it is paft difpute that the Revival, or rather Commencement, of any confiderable 
degree of mantime Commerce in the Baltic* fincc the Eftablifliment of Chriftianity in thofe Parts, 
muft be placed to. the. Credit of Lubeck. It is true, the old German Writers make fundry other 
Vol, h Y commercial 
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and who were become Pirates. But the 



mous Mart-town had beerilohg an Ey 




fa- 

n 



and had often oppofed their Schemes of ConquVkls; wher^ore, ^Kefe ^^ 'liad their Beft feity 
deftroyed for thejbetter keeping them in a#e. *Werde)ttitigen gives us an6tlicir Account of its l>e- 
ftru&ion: Accordiiigto him, that City continued in'Pagariifin till 11 50, When they were convert- 
ed to Chriftianity. The DaniJIj Kings, who were the Terror and Scolirge of the free trading 
Cities of thofe Parts, had frequently harafieci arid pillaged Julin ? and in the Year 1 1 67, King 
IWaldemar I. with a great Fleet and Army, came 'tmexpeftedly upon that City, and having tdken 
it, he utterly destroyed and burnt it to the Ground. It was never after re-edified, though not far j 
from the Site of it, the prefent Town of TVollin was afterwards founded. Dr. Hey tin gives Julin 
the Name of IVollin? and fays it was faefced 'Anno 1170, its Biflioprick removed to Camin? and the 
Bulk of its Commerce to Lubeck ? fo uncertain are the Accounts of thofe; dark Ages. Yet the 
real Fa£l feems to have been, that Eric IV. took that Emporiuhi, and Waldemar 1, utterly de- 
ftroyed ir. Many other lwelling Accounts are given of northern Cities by thdfe old Authors, and 
of the Magnificence of their Buildings, Palaces, &c. little to be depended on. 
The Jtnvs are ex- In this Year, the French King, Philip Auguftus? bariifhed the Jews but of the Kingdom of 1 1143 
pdlcd France. France. 

BremenCxty becomes The City of Bremen? by this Time, made a confiderable Figure in Point of Commerce by Sea| 1147 
very confiderable in and Land, of which they were ftrenuous Defenders, as alfb of the Safety of the River Wefer? on 
Commerce and w hi c h that City flands. They had, before this Time, given Affiftancc to the\Emperor Henry IV. 
s ppuig. in his Expedition to the Holy Land? by joining him with fome Forces of theirs. They were be- 

come fo confiderable in Shipping, that when the Emperor Conrade III. by the Affiftancc of other 
Princes, had, Anno 1147, got three confiderable Armies together, partly for attacking the Sara- 
cens or Moors both by Sea and Land, and partly defigned for attacking the Phgan S/avi? -who ftill 
held a confiderable Part of the North End of Germany? Bremen fitted out a Fleet, in which were 
fent many JVeftphalian and Saxon Soldiers : They landed in Gallicia? and from thence, at the Re- 
Brenun is afMing to que*t of Alphonfo? the firft King of Portugal? they marched towards Lifbon? from whence they 
take Lijban from the drove the Moors ? which City, from that Time, became the Capital of Portugal. As we have 
Mnru f een t h ary tW elve Years farther back, this lame King Alpho?zfo had made himfelf Matter of Li/bon? 

poflibly the Moors of Spain had again maftercd it ? or clfe, this Exploit of the Bremers might have 
been a£ted in the Year 1139, w ' ien Alphonfo firft took Lifbon: So confufediy does IVerdenhagcn? 
and other older German Authors, write on fuch Affairs, that it is often difficult juftly to afcertain 



the Dates of Occurrences of this Kind. 



Sugar produced in. 

Sidfy. 



The Hiftory and 



Several Authors agree, that, about this Time, there were very confiderable Quantities of \i 148 
Sugar produced in the Ifland of Sicily, with which, the Venetians traded to the Ports in the Ocean, 
as well as with the Sugars of Egypt? and what was brought thither from India by the Red-Sea. 
Probably, (fays the French Author of EJJai de VHiftoire du^Commerce de V'cnifc? already quoted) 'the 
Saracens brought the Sugar-Cane to Sicily from India. 

Dr. William Douglas? in his Summary? hiflorical and political? of the firft Planting? &c. of our 



Sugar: 



Tranfmigrations of American Seitlemeiits? (printed at Bofton in Nciv-England? Anno 1751? and re-printed iat London? 

1755) gives us the following brief Hiftory and Character of Sugar? viz. 

" The ancient Greeks and Romans ufed Honey dnly for fwectning 5 Sugarwas not known among 
" them. Paulas AEgineta? a noted Compiler of medical Hiftory, and one of the Iaft Greek 
cc Writers on that Subjeft, about Anno 62.5? is the firft who exprefly mentions Sugar. It was at 
" firft called Mel Anmdinacettm? i. e. Reed or Cane Honey. It came originally from China? by 
w Way of the Eaft-Indies and Arabia? y [in which laft-named : Coiantiy (according to Salmqfius) 
it had been made 900 Years before] " into Europe. —^Formerly, Sugary/as only ufed in Syrups, 
" Conferves, andfuchlike Arabian medicinal Compofitions. It is at prefent become of univerlal 
« c "tfnd rhoft noxious Ule ; it fouls our 'animal 1 * Juices, and produces Scrophulas, Scurvies, and 
<c other putrid Difttfders ; by relaxing the Solids, it becafions watry Swellings, and catarrhous 
<c Ails ? it induces* hyfteric and other nervous Diforders, therefore fhould be fparingly ufed, elpe- 
" daily by our weaker Sex ; they arc naturally of a Fibra Laxa." Mr. Wooton? in his ingenious 
*•* n ■-- - — * — -- f— r^^,w r^u^ -"xii. oblerves, " That the Sugar-Cane was not 

Arabia and Indoftan ; but fo little was the old 
that fome of their ableflr'lVlen doubted whether it 



Reflexions' iipon ancient and ?nodenr Learning? Chap. xxii. oblerves, 
« aftciehtly unknown, fince it grows naturally 'in 
c * World 1 acquainted with its delicious Juice, tliar 
«* were a Dew?' like' Mahna? or die Juice of the 1 Plant itfelf. All the Arts and Methods therefore 
of^pfeparing Sugar? wl^ich have made it fo Very iifeful to human Liife, are owing to modern 
Port iigtiefe ^khd Englijh" This Remark of Mr. PPooton's muftonly relate to the refining of Sugar? 



<6- 



for it is certain, that raw Sugar ^as in ufe in Europe lon^ before the Portuguefe found America? as 
Dr. Douglas likewlfe aflcrts. Herrera (the American Hiftoflan) obferves, that formerly Sugar 
grew only 'in Valencia? [probably brought thither by the slrabian Moors} thence it removed to 
Granada?, and from thehce to the Canary Jfles , ' and laftly, from thence to thc SpaniJh Jflft-I^ 
The many Ingcnios? or Sugar-Mills? in the tVcJfchldics? put the Spaniards upon procuring Negro 
Slaves fVom the Portuguefe on the Gilinea Coaft, ' which lias bfcen alfb followed by all other Nations. 



St e tin in Pcmerauitt 

<»rmvs cotiQtlerablc* 



Vide Annum 1 508 . 

About "this Time, (according to fVerdenhagen 9 s ' tliftoria de Rebufpublicis Hanfeaticis? Vol. I. Pars 
HI.) the City of ' Stetin? the \\ Capital of Pdmeratiia was in a flourifliihg Condition, having been 
thought to- be built by thci Scdihi? 'bbfore the^Year of our Lord 400. Its Inhabitants were con- 
verted to CKriftiariity Aitno iisl'o. 

About the Middle of 4 'this Ciintury, the Trade to Eafi-India? Which, in the Times of the Momah H 1 5° 

Empire, (and alfo- fome time after its. Overthrow in the Weft} was carried on by Way of the Nile 

6( and 
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again- 
therly 



of Europe. Thde were Ibme of the ancient Ways whereby 
chandize to Greece? 'and othenParts' of 'Europe. 
Moreover, -at-tHis Time : lived 'die Oheri'f Edr 



the Perftans conveyed the. Indian Mei - 



aft, was £*ft*Mia Trade 
ore nor- revived by the Way 
t-Uv^V^l, of die jff/m^and Crr/l 

tnrougn^s^ a5vvc j la:J 

! reft by the A% and 




Geographer*; >Ke 'wrote on Indian Affairs, as 
intoWe E«ft about- the latter Part'of 'this Century; but, according to Bifhop Br/i?/;'above-quoted 3 
they are neither of them much to be depended on. TKfe latter reports, that, in his Time, there / w ^ U 'r,^d c MC 
was a great Refbrt of Shipping a jid Merchants at Alexandria from all Parts of Europe* cc The ^ir- 
cc netians? obferving this, ribtainedOLieave of the Pope to trade thither, notwithiiariding their being 
*« Infidels, a Matter much ftood upon in thofe Times. Thar, at his being at Conftatitinoplc, there 
cc was alfo a great Concourfe of Merchants there, from Spain? Italy, Egypt? and AJia. That die 



In the feventeenth Year of the Reign of King Stephen? the City of Norwich (according to Kcrivic, 
Cambden 9 s Brita?inia ) was new built, and made what he calls a Corporation, being then a pretty CondM 



cc Spices, and other Indian Wares, were then brought thither from Egypt, which came by the 
* c Red-Sea and the Nile." [This may poflibly have been true, and yet that Way might be, and 
certainly was, afterward dropped, till the Mammelnks revived it by the Red-Sea? Anno 1300, or as 
fome, 1 350.] At this Time alfb Indian Wares were brought up the Euphrates to Bagdat^ and 
thence by Caravans to Syria ; Bagdat being then a great trading City in Perfian and Indian Wares* 

About this lame Time, the Moors of Spain firft introduced rhe Art of Chymiftry, or at leaft of ChymHtiy,or Diflil- 
Diftillery, a Branch of it, into Europe? they having learned it from the African Moors, who had it hay« firrt known m 
from the Egyptians ? but how long before the faid African Moors had been in Po/Ieflion of this cu- htir9 l e * 
rious Art does not clearly appear. Certain it is, that this Art was not known to die ancient 
Greeks and Romans? fince neither Pliny? nor any other Latin or Greek Writer, makes mention of it : 
Yet it is undoubtedly of confiderable Antiquity- The Egyptians are laid to have praftiied it much 
in the Reign of the Emperor Dioclefian, (who began his Reign Anno 287) who hating them be- 
caufe they had made an Infurreftion, is faid to have burnt their Writings concerning their diftill- 
ing of Gold and Silver- By the great Ufe of diftilled fpirituous Liquors all over the World, of 
late Years fo much increafed, this is grown to be a very important Branch of Commerce, as has 
been noted in our Introduction. 

b City, ir<5 
it ion a limit this 

populous Town. Yet in Alexander NevilPs Latin Hiftory of Norwich? or rather of its Bifliops, £ ^"^. Laufc5 
(Page 140, printed ./////*? 1575) it fhould feem, that it had but one Church fo late as the Year Harf but one Uiurch 
1 1 70 ; for, writing 'of Bifhop William Turbus, who died in that Year, he fays, Iiujus "Tempore com- j n n;a 
btifia fuit Ecclcfia Norvicett/is, i. e. in his Time the Church of Norwich was burnt ; unlefs we will 
fuppole, (as Ibme poflibly may do) that by the Word Ecclejia he only meant the Cathedral 
Church ; which, however, does not feem very probable, fince, in other Parts of this Work, he 
{peaks often of tfemplttm Cathedrale. Yet he fays, that the faid Bifliop 2*urbus*s immediate Succei- 
for, named John of Oxford, compleated an Hofpital in Norwich for the Sick, which had been 
begun by Bifhop Hubert in the Reign of King Henry I. Undoubtedly, the great Incrcafc of Nor- 
wich was firft occafioned by the Revival of our Woollen Manufa&ure in the XlVth Century, and 
was compleated by the fettling of the persecuted Walloons there in the next following Century, 
who introduced the fine StufF Manufactures, which has fo greatly increafed and flouriflied in and 
near that City to this prefent Time, 
54I Wehavefeen, under the Year 11 35, that Henry I. King of England? brought the Tenants of 

his Detnefne Lands to pay him Part of his Rents in ready Money, inftead of paying all their Rents farther im- 

(as till then intirely done) in Kind. P^ 5 *5 

His Grandfon, King Henry II. carried this Point farther. Gervaife of Tilbury, who flouriflied °* Ke,,ls ln Ior,c> " 
in the Reign of this King, (who began his Reign Anno 1154, and died Anno 11 89) observes, 
cc That the Officers of this King's Houfhbld knew well which Counties were to fend in Wheat? 
ct which Flejh, which Provender for Horfes, €s?<r. and they reckoned with the Sheriffs, (who, in 
cc thofe Tifties, \Vere Receivers-General of their relpe&ive Counties) by reducing thofe Matters 
<c into a Sum in Pence; for a Meafure of Wheat, to make Bread for 100 Men, one Shilling, 5 " 
J &c. [here the Prices of Provifions feem to be tranferibed from the Account abovehamed of 1 1 35.] 
tc — But yet, as to Soldiers Pay, or for Donatives, and for other Neceffarics, concerning the 

CC 



cc 



cc 



cc 



Pleas of the Kingdom, or Conventions, as alfo from Cities and Caftles, where they did not 
exercifc Hiifbandry, Payments were made in ready Money. — This King was engaged beyond 
Sea in appealing of Tumults, Csfc. wherefore ready Money became highly neceflary for him to 
fupply his Occafions. Huflbandmen, moreover, made loud Complaints of their being har- 
rafied by his Officers for carrying Provifions to far diftant Parts of the Kingdom, whereby 
" their Farms were neglcfted ; all which induced the King, by Advice of his Council, to reduce 
tc their Rents into Money." The Riches of our Saxon Anceftors (like that of the Ancients) 
conlifted prihcipally in Cattle; there was fo little Gold and Silver then in the Realm, that it 
would have been impracticable to pay all the Rents of the Kingdom in Money. Dr. Howell, in 
his 'Hiftory s of the World? obferves, ct That in the Writings of thole Saxon Times, arid even in 
cc later Times, by the Word Pccunia was often taeant quick Stock or Cattle, fometiriies exprefled 
by Viva Pecunia ; and from their Heads, or Capita? were framed the Words Capital, Capitate? 
and Cdpitalia, fignifying Goods moveable or immoveable, and Ibmetimes Pledges, and the 
Pride and Value of Things, and what we Englijh now term Catalla and Chatels" 



cc 



iirft brought the 
were before with the 



This King, by his Marriage with Eleanor Daughter of the Diike of Aqiiitaine? 
Englifh acquainted with the fotithchi Parts of France on the Ocean, as they wer 
ndrtherh Provinces of that KiiigBbm. 

It wAs ftotn this Tirhc that we commenced a confidfefcible Traffic with Bourdeaux for IVincs* How our Trade for 
our SHijps cohftaiitly frequenting rhat Port, ufatil We were difpoflefled of it long after, as will te J^ f ®^{^ 

Ffpm the very Cdinriienccment of King tttitry II.'s Reign, he {pains to have had a. fixed Inten- 
tioii of iiiaking Hihiiclf Maflter of Ireland. This appears from a Record in the firft Volume of 

Ryme*** 



U 5 6 



"57 



84 AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION Book Hi 

Rymer' *s Fcsdcra? .(P.; 1 5;) fccond. Edition j wherein there is; a Licence granted;**? him . by PopelA. ix, 
Adrian IV. in' the .Words following, " Adrianus Papagratnm et accept mn habet? quod Henricus 1 t 1 <J 
<c fecundtts? Rex Anglian, Infulam. Hiberniae ingrediatur? ut Populttm Legibtts fttbdat. m Ita tamen, ut 
cC annua beato P*/ro folvatur Penfio." We /hall fee how this Conqucft was effected under the 
Tear 1172. 

cws Sea Domi- We find by Pet. Bdptift* Burgus's Treatife de Dominio Maris Liguftici? (Lib. ii. Cap, 14.) That 
tiiou afl'crtcci and in- in all this Genturv, the Sea-Dominion of Genoa was lb inconteftable on their own Coalts, as to have 
Hancca. Licences aflced of them for navigating thereon. Anno 1 1 54, thofe of Lucca requeft Leave to na- 

vigate with lyierchandizc in their own Shipping. — Two Years after, the like Licence is' granted 
to Azoline of Placentia? to fend a Galley whither he pleafed, with 150/. Value of Goods yearly. 
This Dominion of the Genoefe in the Ligujtic Saos was confirmed;to them by the Emperor Frederick 
Barbaroffa? Anno 1162? extending along the Coaft from Monaco to Porto VenerL — We find the 
Genoefe again granting Licence to one Droguo de Conjilio and his Brethren, to trade by Sea to the 
Value of 400/. yearly, as freely as if they were Citizens of Genoa. — The like, Slnno 1 179, to ano- 
ther, for 200/. annually. 

And this Power on the Sea of Genoa is again confirmed to them, Anno 1 191, by the Emperor 
Henry VL The Genoefe being then become fo porent in Shipping, and fo rich by their Commerce, 
it is no marvel that they obtained fuchlike Grants and empty Honours of the Emperors, who 
often ftood in need of their Money and Shipping. 
liwvcr fortified. The City of Hanover? which had been firft founded in the VIII th Century, was in this Year 
and its Antiquity fortified by Henry the Lion? Duke of Saxony? &c. a very potent Prince. Some German Writers, 

^ut^d^^ SCaCC in "h° wever > make Hanover much more ancient than the VIII th Century, being known and defcribed 
qulrL n " by Ptolemy of Alexandria? by the Name of Lenphana. Wcrdoibagen fays, it was for a long Time a 

Member of the Hanfeatic League What it is at this Time is well known, viz. a neatly fortified 
and populous City, of a moderate Size, 
fc/of/w.rcrca- Mr. Tallents? in his chronological Tables, and fome other Chronologers, fix on the Year H57 
cd, with an Account for the Datc Q f the firft Eft a blifhment of the Bank of Venice. That politic and jealous State has 
e JC " ever been extremely cautious of fuffering; Matters to be made public, that have any near Relation 

either to their Policy or Commerce. It is, however, agreed by all, that Venice was the firft State 
in Chrijiendom that found out the Conveniency and Advantage of a. public Bank ; and other Italian 
Cities, as Genoa? Florence? &c. foon followed the Example of Venice in this rcfpe6t. Some Au- 
thors, however, place this Point fornewhat later, viz* Anno xi 76, and others ftill later. It is 
fiiid, its original Fund was two Millions of Ducats. In one of her Wars with the Turks? the State 
became Security to repay the Money therein lodged, which they had been forced to make ufe of 
in that Exigency. The Agio? or Premio? of this Bank did, in Procefs of Time, rile fo high as 
30 per Cent, better than current Money, although the State, by feveral- Edidts, endeavoured to 
keep it lower. Its Capital was afterwards made double the original Sum ; and the State, in ano- 
ther Exigency, alfo made free with that increafed Capital. In after Times the State cna6ted, that 
Bank Money? or the Agio of the Ba7tk? fhould never exceed zo per Cent, advance, as it ftill remains 
to this Day. In this Bank are made all Payments of Bills of Exchange, and of Contracts between 
Merchants, as in the Bank of Ainjlcrdam? (which probably borrowed much of its Plan from 

this of Venice ) by writing off from one Account in Bank to another, i. e. from the Payer's to the 
Receiver's Account, molt frequently without any Gold or Silver paid. Yet it is certain, that in 
all public, as well as private Banks? a Quantity of Specie? or ready Money, is abfblutcly necefiary, 
not only for fudden and unexpected Runs or Demands, but likewife for anfwering fmall or 
broken Sums, &c. This moft ancient and eminent Bank has ever been conduced with the 
greateft Juftice and Prudence, whereby it has fo long preferved its Credit unimpeached, and has 
thereby proved of infinite Benefit to the State. Finally, for the adjufting and balancing of all 
their Accounts in Bank? they ftxut their Books four Times in every Year, for three Weeks each 
Shutting. 

LiwHin difcovcrcd Canute IV. King of Denmark, had, in the Year 1077, attempted to chriftianize the People of 
by certain Ships of t j ie g ne Province of Livonia? having now reduced them to be tributary to his Crown : But this 

fvT'Zitvs " was rc f erved f° r t * ie German Nation to effedt, in this lame Century, and was at firft owing to cer- 

cqucncLs. ^ ghips Q c S?'c?nen accidentally difcovering Livonia ? which, although bound no farther Eaft 

in the Baltic Sea than the famous Emporium of IVijbtiy? happened, however, to be driven by 
Tempeft as far as the River Duna in Livonia, which Country was till then unknown to the Bre- 
wers. For this Joannes Angelius d tVerdenbagen 9 s Refpublica Hanfeatica (Vol. I. Pars iii.) quotes 
the Chronicon Bremenfe. See alfo Hehnoldi Chronica Sclavorum? Litbec<e^ 1659, Cap. ii. Here they 
contracted Fricndfhip with the Pagan Livonians? and made a Kind of Treaty of Commerce with 
them, in Behalf of the Merchants whom they were afterward to bring thither- From this fortui- 
tous Beginning a great Progrefs was foon made* for in 1 172, the Lubeckers made a Voyage thi- 
ther, bringing a Miflionary for their Con verfion to Chriftianity : And more Germa?isconB:ant\y flocking 
to fo fruitful a Province, the City of Riga? in the Year 1198, was founded on the River Duna by 
Colony of Brcmers? which City has ever fince . been a Place of confiderable Commerce* The 
People of Livonia are laid to have been fo rude and unpolifhed at this Time, as to fling away the 
Bees-wax on the Dunghill, as an Excrement, after they had taken out the Honey. JVerdenbage\i 
oblerves, that at firft their Commerce was carried on merely by Barter? there being very probably 
no Money then in Livonia. The Brewers carried thither alfo more Miflionaries, where a Chapel 
"was eredted, and Chriftianity gradually eftablifhed amongft them. The 'Teutonic or German 
K??igbts of the Crofs fettling thcmlelves here foon after, by the Invitation of Albert? Bifliop of Livo- 
nia? who gave them a third Part of the Country in Propriety, of which, Thttanus obferves, his 
Succefibrs had ground to repent. The Settlement alfo of the Marian Knights in Prufjia? brought 
about great Changes there; for the former, Anno 12 18, calling in the latter to their Affiftance 
againft their Pagan Neighbours, the- Marian Knights gained Dominion there, where they bridled 
Riga with the Dunamunder Fort* of which, however, Riga had feveral Times gained Pofleffion. 
Thttanus and Penfioiiafy De tVitt juftly remark, that this colonizing of the Germans in Livonia and 
Prttffia? proved one great Occafion that foreign Traffic and Navigation fettled- in thofc nortliern 



Parts, as will be feeh in the Sequel of this Work \ and it likewife brought about the Eftablifhment 

5 ' of 
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D. I of the H/w^-Rcpublicks, or commercial Confederacy, which made fo.. great a Figure in the 
three following Centuries 5 feveral of which free Cities remain to this 'Day in great Splendor and 

Opulence. m , r 

60 1 That great and warlike Prince, Henry * furnamed the Lion* Duke ox Saxony and Bavaria* having The Foundation of 
utterly deftroyed the Town oiKcffin, in the Country now called Mecklenburg, out of its Ruins was the imperial city of 
built, or rather walled, the City of Rofiock in its Neighbourhood, Anno 1 1 60, having till now been °fi Q€k > 
only a Village. PFerdenhagcn makes this Foundation of RoJlock*$ Greatnefs to have been laid by Pri- 
biflaus and his Brother Niclotus, the laft Pagan Kings of the Obotriti, Hcruli, or Hcneii 5 [for by thefe 
and fundry other Appellations and Divifions were the Countries of Holftein, Mecklenburg, and Po- 
merania denominated by the Writers of thofe middle Ages.] The Pagan Princes of Vlolftein re- 
mained powerful even to this Century. There is a Charter of the Emperor Lothaire II- dated at 
Sardonic, Anno 1137, reciting, That he had built a Caftle at Segeberg in Holftein, on account of 
the Perfecution of Chrijtians by the Pagans, and near it a Church for the Propagation of the Chri£ 
tzan Faith. Rofiock loon became a considerable Place for Commerce and Navigation, and is at pre- 
fent a large and populous, commercial and imperial City, near the Entrance of the River IVarna on 
the Baltic Sea, almofl: mid-way between Lubcck and Straeljund. 

The City of Gravclin in Flanders is founded by Theodorick the XVIIIth, Earl of that Country* and ofGt awHn in 
About this Time alfo, it is generally computed, that Egypt (of which the Greek Empire had long 
been difpofiefled by the Saracens) was fubdued, and its Dominion ufurped by AJJarcddin, or Saracon, jB^^* General 
General of Norradin, the Saracen Sultan of Damafcus. His Son Saladin proved a great Conqueror, of the Sultan of Da- 



rn 



rf* us* 



having fubdued Mefopotamia, Damafcus, and all Pale/line. 

Howmuchlbever the Republic and People of Genoa might, on many Occafions, tefiify their Gem* makes a com- 
religious Zeal againft the Saracens and Moors, by their powerful Afiiftance of the Cbriftians in meroa! Treaty with 
the Pofleflion of the Holy Land, and in driving the Moors out of a great Part of Spain-, yet we ^ fi;Wf0 - 
find by their Hiflrorian, the Chevalier de Mailly, (Liv. I.) that they were not fo far unmindful of 
their own Intercfts, even in thole early Times, as to negle<9: the making Application to Mahome- 
tan States, for the Advancement of their Commerce : For, in this fame Year, they concluded a 
Treaty of Commerce with the King of Morocco, for fifteen Years, on very advantageous Condi- 
tions. 

This Year is alfo memorable for the Rife of the Waldenfes, or Albigenfes: Peter JValdo^ a Mer- The Rile of the Pro- 
chant of Lyons, gave Rife to the former Name. He was the firft who openly declared his Diflenc ^^ nt 7 { /<r n J tl and 
from the more flagrant Errors of the Romi/h Church, as Tranfubjlantiation, Iniage-IVorJbip, &c. 1 
His Followers incrcafed almofl: incredibly, though perfecuted and cruelly hunted from Place to 
Place, in this and the next Century ; and their Opinions Ipread into other Parts of Europe, as well 
as in the South of France* where they were firft broached. In the Year 1200, the People of the 
Diocele of Albie, in Langtiedoc, ftoutly refitted their Perfecutors fent by King Philip Aitgujltts 9 
from whence they were (tiled Albigenfes. 

Yet in the lind, thofe good and brave Chrijtians were mattered, and many of them fled into Bo- 
hemia and Savoy, and fome few into England, where they pafled by the Name of Lollards and 
TVicklifJites in the XlVth and XVth Centuries, and were cruelly treated by the relentlels Clergy, 
for being much better Christians than themfelves. Whilft thofe People were increafing, as before 
obferved, the Pope and the Clergy railed a moft horrible Clamour, and fet on foot a new Croifade 
againft them, making the Princes of Europe their blind Inftruments for dettroying the belt of 
People, and depopulating their refpeflive Dominions. Hereby they raifed fuch valt Armies, as 
it is laid at one Time to have confided of 500,000 Men. Which Croifade gave Birth to the moft 
horribly wicked and infernal of all the evil Devices, which the Corruptions in Religion ever pro- 
duced, viz. the [fb termed] holy Inquifition ; whereby all Freedom is debarred from Men to 
profefs any Difference of religious Opinions from the eftablifhed one, unlefs they choofe to under- 
go the tender Mercies of miferable Dungeons and Racks, and at length of being roafted to Death. 
But as this fad Subjedt is fufficiently handled by others, whole Province it more immediately is, 
we fhall refer the farther Hiftory of thofe T^aldenfes, and of the Overthrow of fuch Princes as had 
the Courage to favour and fupport them, to the proper Authors. Yet we cannot altogether drop 
the Point of the hcllifh Inquifition, without this natural Remark : That wherever this holy Inauijition 
is in its full Vigour, there Commerce can never fiourifh in an extended and unlimited Degree, but 
muft ever remain deprefled ; for Liberty of Confcience, in fome Degree at leaft, is ever requilite for 
the Propagation of an univerfally extended Commerce. 

In this lame Year, Benjamin, a yew of 'Tudela, in the Kingdom of Navar, began his Travels Benjamini tVeJiezo 
cajiward, ending them Anno 1 1 73 5 which Travels, though filled with romantic and fome incon- ~ ^"7 ar ' J 1 ™ * 
fiftent Stories, and an odd Manner of defcribing both the Countries and People, not unlike the Tafte ra * e 5 caft>V3rd * 
and Humour of thofe Times, have, neverthelels, fome Things carrying more than the probable Ap- 
pearance of Realities. He feems to magnify the vaft Numbers of Jews at Conjlantinople, and in Perfia, 
&c. vifiting almoft all the Jeivijb Synagogues of the Eajt, and at Alexaiidria in Egypt : He fays, Con- 
[Jtautinople's Port fwarmed with Ships from Italy, Spain* and France, as alio from England ; Traders 
alfo came thither from Rujfia, Poland, Germany, Sweden, Denmark, Flanders, Africa, Arabia, Greece, from 
the Ports in the fitdian Ocean, from Abyffinia, the Turks, &c. The immenfe Wealth of Ccnftan- 
tinople, and their extenfive Commerce throughout all the Eafl, as far as Cape Commorin in India, 
from whence, he fays, one may travel by Land in forty Days to the Frontiers of Txin, the very 
Extremity of the Eafl, but he went no farther EafL This zin probably occaiioned that Country 
afterward to be named China, not as yet known by that Name. He is the firft Traveller fo far 
Eaft which we meet with. 

62 1 At this Time, the Chrijtians of Saxony vehemently pufhed on the Extermination of the Pagan The Pagnn Sclav* 
Sclavi out of that Country : And in order to re-people their Cities and Country, the Marquis Al- exterminated (tor- 
bertus Urfus brought great Numbers from as far as Nhnegucn, \XrajeSium~\ and the Banks of the c/,A * 7 f • 
Rhine, and even from the Sea Coafts, viz* Hollanders, Zelanders, Brabantcrs y and Flemings: 
" Whereby [fays the Prcfbyter Hehnoldus, in his Cbronicon Slavorum, (Lib. ii. Cap. 89.) who 
cc lived in this Age] the Bifliops and Clergy of Saxony rejoiced much, in that the Churches were 
" thereby increafed, as alfo the Tithes. At this Time, (adds our faid Author) the Hollanders be- 
gan to inhabit the Countries on the South Bank of 'the Elbe* and alfo many other Cities and 
Vol. I. Z " Provinces, 
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c * Provinces* even to t\\o . [Saltam Boicmicuni] Bohemian Forefl\" In many of thole Provinces the I A. i> 
Saxons had originally been the.Inhabitants, but were gradually driven out by the laid Scldroi: Andjufa 
now again the Saxons? fupported alfb by their Duke, Henry the Iw/, who had conquered the 
Countries North of the Elbe* from the double Motive of Revenge, and of Zeal for Chriftianky, }' 
difpofleis the Sclavi and Vandals by Degrees out of all the Provinces near the South Shores of the 
Baltic Sea, making many of the vanquiihed People their Drudges and Labourers, and others, whom 

The One 

.A p pel I 

a * 115 Uk mvr rent Countries) became an Appellation of Drudgery and Bondage all over Europe: [Slaaf by the 

Germans, Efclave by the French? Efclavo in Spain y Sbiavo in Italian? Slave in Engli/h- * c Slave?* 
(iays Dr. Skinner in his Etynwlogicon ) " aNatione Slava? feu Slavonica, quorum ingens Numerus, 
" partim a Germanis? partim a Venetis? Bello olim captus efb, et pro Servitiis divenditus."] This 
Treatment of the Slavi was begun by the Emperor Henry the Fowler? about the Year 927, carried 
on by his Son Otho the Great? and compleated under Henry the Lion? Duke of Saxony and Bavaria? 
about 600 Years after their firXt coming into Germany- Thus, by the Extermination of the Slavi? 
their depopulated Country was re-peopled by Saxons? Netherlander? &c. as before-mentioned, 
who rebuilt the deftroyed Towns in a better Manner, altering the Situation of fomc of them* as 
Lubeck? Wifmar? &c. lb as to be more convenient for dxe Commerce of the Baltic Sea: So that by 
them, in this and the next Century, were aJmoft all the Sea-ports, within this Compafs, either 
founded or refounded, all which was improved and increafed very much in s fhort Time, by 
opening a Correfpondcnce with other Chrijlian Countries 5 whereas, the Slavi and Vandals? being 
obftinate Pagans? were looked on by the Chrijlia7is of thofe Times as little better than Dogs, and 
therefore had very little Correlpondence with them : And there is too much Ground to believe, 
that the Clergy of thofe ignorant and bigotted Times ufed unjuflifiable Means for exciting the 
Princes and People againft them, for accelerating their Deftrudtion as a Nation. 
lt\sh v \ Charter. In this Year, we find a Charter from Henry the Lion? Duke of Saxony? &c. to the City of Wijbny 



in the I He of Gothland? for 
which laffc People he had now 



uniting in Peace and Friendlhip the Germans and the Gothlanders there ? 
n forgiven, and taken into his Favour, granting them the fame Privileges 
as rlicy had granted them by his Grandfather, the Emperor Lotharius II. particularly, a Paffage 
through his Dominions with their Merchandize, ^Toll-free. — Next, he appoints Penalties [on the 
Germans'] for killing a Gothlatider ? and finally, puts them on a Level with his own Subje6ts, pro- 
vided they in Gothland treat his Subjedts in the lame Manner, and do more frequently refort to his Port 
of Lttbcck. Lambccii Mantiffa vcterum Diplomatuw? printed at the End of his Origines Hambtirgcnfes* 
*i \*n w mm- Hiftorians remark, that, about this Year, the People of Holland firft began to have any confi- 
rm ••»■«; .1 tL derable or regular Herring Fifliery, now flrridlly obferving the feveral Stations or Places on the 
J-jAi?. Coalte where that Fifh was to be found in all the different. Seafons. Yet they had not as yet, nor 

for above 200 Years larer, difcovered the true Method of pickling of Herrings ; although, doubt- 
left, they had now, and probably long before, a Method of fairing them, though perhaps only 
for prefervins; them but for a fhort Space, and not probably with that fine Relifli which modern 



J!r-/!r!\ Chatter 



pickled Herrings have, nor yet for fupplying other Nations nor long Voyages with them- 
The City of Briftol? we have feen, was a Place of fome Account in the Vth Century, v 

1*. 1?./>n9Mr PVf/y*#« ■ "VW txrn- &nA Kut* 1it-fl*» inpnhnn nf ir ^ prrpnttner in TlafmifAav Hook- 



when the 



from KingJWvfr. Romans left Britain : Yet we find but little mention of it (excepting in Doom/day Book? and by 
and ks Condition in fpsiliam of frlalmjbury? Anno 1 1 39) till the nth Year of King Hairy II. when that King granted a 
^"°^ orarac,cc > Charter to his Burgefles of i?r/>/, " to *be f rce of PaJJiige? &c. throughout England? Wales? 

ct and Normandy \ and that none difturb them therein under Forfeiture of Ten Pounds " whereby 
it appears it was then the King's own Town, as the Stile then was : But when, this King or elfe 
his Son Richard I, gave Briftol to John Earl of Morton? (afterward King John) does not fo clearly 
appear. However, amongft the printed Charters of Briftol? we find that the faid Earl of Morton 
" granted fundry Privileges to all his Men and Friends-, Frenchmen? (i. e. Normans) Englijhmen, 
" Welch? and Iriflimcn" whom he here ftiles 7 c< My Bnrgeffes in Briftol? dwellin 
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within the Walls 

and without (As the ancient Walls were of a great Compafs, as now appears by the old Gates, 
and as there were, as here appears, Suburbs without the Walls, Briftol mult? by this Time, have 
been a veiy confiderable City) tc And that they be not fued, nor be obliged to fue without 
the Town, except in Pleas for foreign Tenements. — They fhall be free from Tolls, 
£s?r. — No foreign Merchant fhall buy, within the Town of any Stranger, Hides, Corn, 
or Wool!, but only of the Burgcfibs — No Foreigner fhall have any Tavern "but 
in his Ship, nor fhalJ retail Cloth but in the Fair — No Stranger XhslI tarry in the Town with his 
Merchandize, to fell the fame, longer than forty Days — Burgefles, and their Widows, may 
marry themfl'lves, their Sons and Daughters, without the Licence of their Lords — Shall have 
all their reafonable Guilds as fully as they held them in the Times of Robert? and William his 
Son, Earls of Gloccjier" By this Charter we may learn fomewhat of the Cuftoms and Com- 
merce of thofe Times-, as that the Townfmen, (here ftiled BurgefTc3) befide their Subje6tion to 
their faid Lord-paramount, had alfo their particular Patrons or fuperior Lords, to whom they were 
in fome refpe£ts fubjeft, and probably paid them fome annual Acknowledgment; fo little was 
there of real Freedom then enjoyed by the Townfmen in moft Places of England ': Yet it is, how- 
ever, plain, that Briftol was at this Time a confiderable Port of Commerce, as Commerce went in 
thofe Times. Hereby alio we fee how much the BurgefTes, or Townfmen, already maltreated 
Foreigners referring to them for Trade, which fhort-fighted Manner of Reffiraint on Foreigners 
continued for many Year 
//. P u . 1 The Wars between G 
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£'W***«Md Lirly for the PofTeffion of the lfles c . v , k - 

tJHm would be almoft: cndlcfs to defcribe all their Confii£bs, bodi on Sea and Land. We find them 



now hotly engaged, 11 67, and 
to; mediate between tltem ; the 



the neighbouring imallcr Republic of Lucca in vain attempting 
Genoefe? in the following Year, giving a great Defeat on Land to 



the- Pifans ; whereby it fhould feera- chat Lucca wa* then more powerful tham at prcfent. 

The Deftmdfcion of the two. mercantile Pagan Cities. of Julin and Winet? and the building of £«- 1 1 1 69 



beck? Roftock, and other new Chrifbian Cities on and near the Baltic Shores, drew the difperfed' 

Merchants of the two formec Cities info* the latter, and gave a Beginning to an Afibciation ok thofe 

.. .. new 



4 
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D» Inew mercantile Cities*, as already obfervcd : Yet it would be difficult, if not impoffible, to fix the The Pefh-uftion of 
6q Lrecife ' Yean of thattAfTociation* which was afterward called the Harifeatic League* hot only in- ^^^ ^^f C " 
tended. for. pcotefting. themfelves .from the like. Calamity, which had fallen on the before-named cJlc na-fi-Tn-wJs* 
Cities deftroyed by the Danes* bucalfb from Pirates, which about that Time infefted the Baltic and their *<y m 
Sea, and greatly, interrupted Commerce, Vlfer&enhagcn fixes oh the Year .11 69 for this firlt Con- 
fede'racy* which cbhfifted of the twelve following Towns on the Baltic Shore,i viz-. Litbech?, (al- 
ways the Head of the Confederacy) Wifinar* Rojlock? Straelfund? Grypefiaald^ Anclahi-? Stain? Col- 
berg? Stolpe?. Dantzicfc? Elbing? and Koningsberg ? though probably not all the laid twelve Towns 
at one and the fame Time ; lome of which Towns were fcarcely founded till foriie Time after the 
laid Year. Yet the learned Lambecius is of Opinion, that the Hanfe League did not properly com- 
mence till after the League . between Lubeck and Hamburgh Anno 124.1. Be this as it may, it The genuine report 
feemS truly Arrange, that none of the German Writers fhould have ever Hit" upon the genuine Im- £ f the ^ord Uu»fi 
port and true Meaning of the Word Hanfe? (in Latin? Hanfa) until the faid Lambecius? Librarian fromThcW^ 
to the Emperor Leopold? (in our Fathers Days) truly defined it (Petri Lambeciz Origines Ham- though notYo the 
burgenfes? Lib. ii. P. 61. Hamburgi? Anno 1706, in Folio. Vide Annum 12.66+) exadtly in the Germans c.ll iawiy. 
fame Senfe as in King John of England's Charters to ieverai Englifh Towns, as will hereafter be 
fliewn, as particularly to York City, and ro Dnnivich in Norfolk? Anno 1 199, vi%. A Society or Cor- 
poration? united for their joint Benefit. fif r erde?thage?i? the prolix Hiftoriographer of the Hanfe-Towns? 
(already fo often mentioned) was quite ignorant of this, and makes the Word Hanfe to be a Com- 
pound of three Words, viz. An-der-See? i. e. on? or by the Sea ; becaufe, as he alleges, the firft 
Union conlifted (as above) of maritime Cities only. Almofl all other later Authors (not except- 
ing even Rapin dc Thoyras) have fallen into this Opinion of IVcrdenhagcjfs? or have othehvife quite 
rnUlaken its Meaning. It was* it fcems; a Handing Rule of this Confederacy, that no City 
fhould be admitted into the Hanfe League, but fuch as were either lituated on the Sea, or en fome 
navigable River, commodious for maritime Commerce. And another Handing Rule was, Not to 
admit any City into their League? which did not keep the Kays of their own Gates? and did not Moreover ex- 
ercife civil Jurifdiclion within themfelves : Yet it was admitted, that, in Other Refpedbs, they might 
acknowledge fome fuperior Lord or Prince, And upon this Principle they admitted many Cities hi the 
Netherlands, to which Cities their own Princes arc bound by Oath toprcfei~ve their Privileges inlire. A 
glorious Inftance this, of their Judgment, as well as of their Effceem of Liberty. 

The faid Hanfe-Towns were not lels prudent in their Choice of their Prote£fcor, than in moft The Ha»fe Lcagac 
other Steps they took for the Advancement of their common In tercfts : For, as they could not ^°°J C 5 hc T™'° 9U€ 
lafely cleft a Protestor, who was not a Member of the German Empire, fo they thought it equally pru- ^ C p™jpJ f£r their 
dent to pitch on one, whofe Government, like their own, was free or republican? and not too powerful to perpetual Procedor, 
be able to overturn their commercial Syftem. This naturally inclined them to pitch upon the Great with the Grounds of 
Matter and German Knights of the Crofs, fettled in Prttfjia? for their Protedtor, who, fince the firft Dif- t,lat Choice, 
covery of Livonia by the Ships of Bremen? as before-related, had made aCbnqueftof that fine Country, 
and had eredted a hew Republic there, about the Year 12 12, at the Head of which was the faid 
Great Matter *, whereby the Hanfe-Xowtis were become poflefledof all the Commerce of the Sbuth 
Shares of the Baltic? from Denmark up to the Bottom of the Gulph of Finland? wherein were Coun- 
tries productive of many excellent and necefiary Commodities for Coniniefce, by the Help of the 
many large Rivers running from them into that Sea. Thus thofc tw<> Kinds of Republics, br rather 
Confederacies, remained united for above three Centuries, and until the Diflbiutioh of the Re- 
public of the German Knights? Anno 1 525, which Diflblutibn, with other concurring Circumftanccs, 
proved one great Gaufe of the Decay of the Wealth, Power, and Union of the Hahfeatic Cities, 
as will be feen in its proper Place : For although Denmark? Sweden?- Poland? and France? and at 
length Philip II. of Spain? had, at different Periods, leverally propbfed to be Pro'tc6tbrs of the 
Hanfeaiic League, yet they never would admit of any other Prote£fcor but the faid Great Majter 
•and Knights Teutonic. Now, although there may appear fbmfc CbritrMifStibri, or Aiiachronifin? with 
refpc6t to what all the German Writers feem to agree in, m. that, from the very Beginning of the 
//^///^-Confederacy, they had none other Prote£tor but the faid Teutonic Order, that is eafily re- 
conciled* by only fuppofing, that as loon as they grew eonfiderabtey they made choice of that 
Protection,- although perhaps the Beginning of the Hanfcatic Confederacy might be fomewhac 
prior to the proper Ercdtiori of the faid Teutonic Order* which hpWtver is confefied to be very 
doubtful. Thuanns (in .Lib. li. Hift. ftii Temporis) thinks the HaUfc-Leagtte as old' as the Ycifr 
1200, a little before* the Reign of the Emperor Frederick 11? who' began his R6ign Anno jzti ? 
[" Origo azttem Societatis ab Anno Sdlutis 1200 Ycperitur? pattlo ante Ttinpora Frcderici If. CsV/'j 



ft 




The laid Hanfe G6nfederacy had an' extraordinary general Af&iriBly every ten Years:,- at Winch 
they iblemnly renewed. . thdin Union, admitted new Members;, and' excluded old ones, if refraCtory, 
&iV. This League was* aVain r folbmnly renewed Anno ^2*845, and* cbrifirrfted a great many Times 



Privileges in Erigtand?. viz, their Charter from* our King Henry III. whid 
next Century. And this much* may at preferft fuffiefe for their Antiqteity. 



in fucceeding: Agesi : Yd t- particular Cities^ for their own private Ends, haVe forn^times disjoiVied 
themfelves from 1 the JG6ague,^ which* often occafioned 1 fierce Difpute's: 

The whole' Confederacy was divided' into four Clafies; over each of which a- certain City prefided. y\ xc f our CL-ifles of 
Atthe-HeaBof t'hefirflV an^allb^f che whole li/nion^ was* Lidcck? of old' very rich ahd potent, the tia* Jt a:zc u*.g-t. 
To this City' were committed the commbn Stock and Records of the Confederacy, and here they 
ufually held' their faid general Aflembliefr: This piittfcular ClftlS coiitai'necl die Vaiiddlic arid Pojrie- 
ranian Towns. Cologne was. Head of - the lecond Gl&fs,* Wliibli comprehended tiife Towns of the 
Countries o&Ghwsvbvcryjfcl?\ Gelderland?- MaYk?> and PffeJhpMlia. Brtififvic headtfd* the third CMs, 
comprehending. tsKcS Ciries of tfaocony. And Daiiteick beaded* tlit folifth'Glafs,- over trlifi TowriS of 



Prttffia and&ivorii'a. Tlm^unitedv tliey pufhed* on atv itoittcnle* 6omm^ree for thbfe Times, any; 
by the: Favour of Princes^ eftabliftied^ tHemfelv^ in J ittixXiy foreign Gciuh^fies. A Confederacy of 




Hdnfi 



of 
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have joined iWa pbculiU^ J^tfjiguL^ foi-protc^etmg-th^ir G6m- c;ir i icr than the 

mcrce H<i*fcatic League. 
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merce agatnil the Incurfions of the Normans towards the Rhine* and as thofe Incurfions happened I A. d. 
as early as the Vlllth and IXth Centuries, it is probable enough that thofe wejlern Cities were thus i ig« 
confederated very considerably earlier than the general Hanfeatic Confederacy, and might give) 
Birth to the latter. 

The City oFCop n- The City of Copenhagen, the prefent Capital of Denmark* is of no greater Antiquity than about 
ba s *n founded. this Time ; when, in the Reign of King Waldemar I. they began to lay the Foundations of the 

Town, or rathec Caffclc, for a Prote£tion to Shipping againftthe Sea Pyrates, then very numerous,] 
and therefore named Kiopmans-Hafcn* or the Port of Merchants. This foon drew Numbers of 
People thither, lb that fi'om a few Fifhermen's Huts, it quickly increafed to a large Town ; and 
its Haven and Situation being very advantageous, it became the capital Refidence of the Danijh 
Court inftead of Rofchild* an inland City in the fame Ifle of Zecland. It is at prefent a fine large 
and beautiful City, with a good Haven for all the Da7iijh royal Navy, as well as for Merchants 
Ships. 

Dani^ck founded. The Founding of the famous City of Dantzick is alio generally afcribed to the faid Waldemar I. 
wiihan Account of King of Denmark* about this Time. That King (as alfo did lome of his Prcdeceflbrs and Succcf- 
lU fors) had made great Conquefts on the Coafts of Pomerania and PruJJiq : It was at firft only a Fort, 

to guard the River Viftida* but foon grew up into a City, called at firft Danejwic* corrupted into 
Dantzick. It afterwards fell to the Dukes of Pomera?jia* one of whom, Anno 1271, pawned it to 
the Marquis of Brandeburg* who, Anno 1 308, fold it to the Great Mafter of the Teutonic Knights 
for 1 0,000 Marks of Silver, as he did three Years after the reft of Pomercllia for the farther Sum 
of 1 00,000 Marks : Yet there were frequent and fierce Contentions between Poland and thofe 
Knights of the Crois* touching the Dominion of this City and adjacent Country. This City has 
long liourilhed in Commerce, though with various Fortune, happy in its Situation for conveying 
the Commodities of Poland (and efpecially for infinite Stores of Corn* and alio of Timber, Flax, 
Cordage, Csfr.) to the reft of Europe * and, next to Hamburg* is at this Time, and has long been, 
the moft mercantile City of all the Ha?ije Towns. 
rf*>r;*r F-jhery % About this Time (according to lielmoldus* Lib. ii. Cap. 12.) there was ufually a great Refort of 

^rcaton tlicCoallofChriftian Ships and Ve/Tels to the Ifle of Rugen* near the Mouth of the River Oder, 
Ru &"* 9 on the Coaft of Pomerania* for catching of Herrings, and he particularly mentions the 

The Rutins were Month of November for that Filliing-Sealon. That Author adds, That of all rhc Nations of 



thc ™ oft ob ' linm * thcSlavL thofe of Riivcn remained thelongeft and rhe moft obflinate in Paganifm* even down to 

and laii Pagans of , . » o t> J 

Germany. this Time. 

Races of Living. Mr. Madox* in his Hiflory of the Exchequer, (Cap. x. P. 239.) acquaints us, that not only 

King Henry II. paidPenfions to his old Servants, worn out by Age or Sickncfs, of 1 Penny per 
Day, and 1 ^d. per Day : But moreover King Henry III. did the like, and in the 49 th Year of iiis 
Reign, direfts the Sheriff of EJ'ex to pay to his Porter 2 d. per Day, till the King fliould otherwife 
provide for him, which Two-Pence, having as much Silver as is in our Six-Pence, would go as 
far as, or rather farther than, Sixteen-Pence of our modern Money in the Purchafc of all the Ne- 
ce/Iaries of Life. 

£«£/.w reduces Aw- Mackmurgh* (or Dermot) Lord or King of Lcinjier in Ireland* being (Anno riGj) expelled hisj 1 1 69 
/wto icxSuhjeaion, Kingdom for a Rape, committed upon the Wife of the King of Breftnia* applied to King Hemy II. i to 
tlicrcan! ons of England for Succour, promifing to him in Return the Sovereignty of that Kingdom : Henry rc-| 1 1 72 

fufing to undertake the War himlejf, on account of itsExpence, (Anno 1169) gave leave to all 
Englijhmen to aflift him. Mackmurgh hereupon makes an Agreement (under the Authority of King 
Henry IPs Letters Patent) with Richard Strongbow* Earl of Pembroke* that on Condition of his ena- 
bling him, at his own Expence, to be reftored, hefhall have his Daughter in Marriage, and there- 
with the Succeflion to his Kingdom ; and on two other Englijhmen of Note, viz, Robert Fitz-Stc- 
phen* and Maurice Fitz-Gerald* he agreed to bellow large PolTefiions in Lehtjler* for their joining to 
affift him; Fitz-Stephen was the firft Englijbman* fince the Norman Conqueft, that had attempted 
Ireland* he landed there, Anno xiyo* with 390 Men, and mattered Wexford for Mackmurgh* and 
Strongbow followed with 1200 more. 

But now King Henry II- would not let lb favourable an Occafion flip for his poflefling fo noble a 
Country, as it is plain his Intention was, from the very firft Year of his Reign : For, Anno 11 72, 
he obliged Strongbow to give up into his Hands all the Territory which he had conquered in Ireland* 
and went thither himfelf with an Army, where the Kings or Lords of Connaugbt* Cork* Month* 
Vriel* Ojfory* Limerick* and fome other petty Princes, as alfo the Bifhops, fubmitted themfelves to 
Henry* and to his Succeflbrs, and. alfo ere6ted for him a great Palace in 'Dublin* according to Stow 
and others. Sir James Ware* in his Antiquities a?id Hijtory of Ireland, (Chap, xxii.) fays, ct That 
" this Palace was built of ftnooth Rods, after a wonderful Manner, near St. Andrew** Church 
without that City, where King Henry* with the Princes above-mentioned, celebrated Chriftmas 
Fcftival." A little after, (fays Cambden) "King Henry II. tranfplanted an Englijb Colony from 
Brijlol to the ancient City of Dublin* which City (then probably drained of Inhabitants) he be- 
ftowed on the laid Colony in the following Terms, viz. " With all the Liberties and free 
" Cuftoms which thofe of Brijlol enjoyed/* And from that Time, (lays Cambden.) " Dublin 
tc flouriflied more and more ; and has, in many doubtful and dangerous Conjunffcures, fhewn rc- 
" markable Instances of its Loyalty to the Kings of England" Sir James Ware farther fays, that 
till (in Imitation of the Englijb ) they fell into it after this Time, they never built Houfes of Brick 
or Stone, (fome few poor religious Houfes excepted) before the Reign of King Henry II. 

Thus was this truly noble Ifland, in Appearance eafily gained to the Englijb Empire; an 
Jfland (as faid the late King William III. to Marefchal Schombcrg* when he firft landed, on ir) ex- 
tremely well worth fighting for \ not only for its real and iritrinlic Excellence in Point of Fertility, 
Extent, and Revenue; but more eminently on account of its peculiar- Importance to Great Britain* 
in Point of Situation; fince, were it to be in the Hands of any other foreign Potentate^ or even 
but barely and abfolutely independent of Britain* though without ah .immediate Subjeflrion to any 
other Potentate ; in either Cafe* Ireland* lying fo near lis, is capable of doing infinite Hurt to our 
Commerce and Manufactures * pur Navigation and Fifhcries, and* we had» almdft faid, to our own 
immediate Safety and Independency; but we fliall hereafter, lee, that Ireland was not fo eafily to be 

intirely reduced as was at firft apprehended. On the contrary, Ireland (as Sir John Davis rightly 

obferves) 
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and Ky feveral Attempts ih fe- 



obferves) was not to be fubdiied but by flow Steps arid Degrees, at 

veral Ages. Sir John Davis is of Opinion, That the old Irifli Natives never raifed any Corpora- 
tion Towns,, fuch (and elpecially the Sea-port Towns) "having been folely founded by the Eafter- 



tingS) who were a mercantile- People,* which the former never were; 
7 oi The Welch Hiftorians have handed down to us the following fecmifigly romantic Accouht of Mnioe 9 Prince of . 
the Difcoyery made, Anno 1170, of a Country far Weft from Europe, by Madoc, a younger Son tf'W/W, h» <uppo r cd 

' This Madoc, feeing his Brethren and Nephews at War, DHcotery 01 d«.w» 



rtcu. 



ri/2 



n73 



1174 



of Owen Guyneth, Prince of North Wales. 

for the Succeffion to their Father, and his Country involved in MUery, chofe to feek Adventures 
in lome foreign Land. For this End, he embarked on a Ship from the North Coaft of Ireland, 
and falling far weftward, he came to a Land where he difcovered many Arrange Things. He 
however returned to Wales again, where he provided no fewer than ten Sail*of Ships, on board of 
which he engaged a good Number of both Sexes, with whom he again failed for that Arrange 
Country, from whence neither he, nor any of his Company ever returned, nor were ever heard of 
more. Others fay, that he left the People there, and returned to Wales, from whence lie made his 
third Voyage thither, but was . never heard of more. 

Some Relations of the Spaniards, who firft difcovered America 330 Years after, feern, though 
faintly, to confirm this Story, who affirm, that, at their firft Arrival, they found the native In- 
dians paid Honour to the Croft. There arc Welch Writers alfo* who have found out an Affinity 
between fcveral Words in the native Indian Language of the Americans^ and thofe of the W rich 

Tongue; ^ 

At the Coronation in this Year, of the young King and Queeii of Eiigtand, in rite rSth Year of his Coronation Robes 6f 
Father Henry IL Mddox's Hiftory of the Exchequer tells us, that the Sherifs of "London difburfed the young King 
the Money, their Coronation Robes coiling SyL xos m There is a great deal mentioned of ^f.T y ' n 

Silk Garments, as, Pro tribus Pannis fericis, 8 /. 6 si— For filken Cloths for the King * 8 /. And in at ^ oro ™ uons - 
the 14th of King John, we find mention of fundry filken Cloths [de Pannis fericis] of Spain. 

The Weavers Company of London is, doubtlefs, of great Antiquity, probably even before Cor- TlicVW; of 
porations, in the legal and modern Senle of that Word, exifted. The once-noted James Hozvell, l their charter 
in his Londinopolis, (P. 123.) gives us a Sketch of a Charter of King Henry IL [which, being f,om Km S 
without a Date, we have here placed at the Middle of that King's Reign} "Granting to the 
" Weavers in London their Guild, wirh all the Freedom and Cuftoms they had in his Grandfather 
" King Henry Vs Days, yielding yearly for the fame to him two Marks of Gold." Stowe quotes a 
Charter of this King's, importing, " That iPany Cloth were found to be made of Spanijh Wool 
cc mixed with EngliJh Wool, the Mayor of London fliould fee it burnt." Which fliews the Anti- 
quity of Englijh Woollen Cloths being all made of Spanijh WooL 

This Year gives us the Rife, or Original, of the famous Ceremony praflifed yearly at Venice on The Or:g:iu? of 
Afcen/ion-Day, of the reigning: Doge's wedding; the Adriatic Sea with a gold Ring, by throwing it w^ing we 

. J J . r J * r- R . * v» „ . , . 1 jf T 0 i Tr T 0 - -rt t -r- 0 Sea annually v»un a 

into the fame 

ror Frederick _ 

Emperor's Son, Otho, a Prifoner in a Sea-fight on the Coafl: of JJlria, and took the Admiral Gal- 
ley, with 48 other Ships* Hereupon, that Pope, coming to meet the Doge, SebaJlian Zani, at 
Venice* prefented him with a Gold Ring, in Teftimony of his Gratitude, faying, " Take this 
cc Ring, and bind the Adriatic Sea therewith to thee in Wedlock which Ceremony you and your 
cc Succejflbrs Ihall annually perform, that lateft Pofterity may know you have acquired the Domi- 
* c nion of this Sea by Right of Conqueft, and that as the "Wife is lubjedb to her Hufband, fo is 
lt this Sea to your Republic.' 1 Such are the Grounds of the mighty Pretcnfions of this Republic 
to the Dominion of the Adriatic Sea. Yet lb wile a State as Venice for a while improved this fcem- 
trig Feather to their fubftantial Advantage ; for they thereupon a/Turned the Title of Sovereigns of 
the Adriatic, and to be its Guard from Pyrates and other Invaders 5 and even to prohibit the lail- 
1 ing on it to fuch Nations as they difliked, and to demand a Tribute of all foreign Ships iailing on 
1 it : Yet lb early as the XIII th Century, Ancona diJputed Venice's Right to this cxclufive Power, 
now quite obfolete in our Days. 

So powerful now was the State of Genoa, that, in their Treaty with Raymond, Count of Toloufci Genoa gives the Lav* 



. It /eems, the State of Venice having fided with Pope A!exa7tder III. again ft the Empc- pi^g 
Barbarofja, who had obliged that Pope to fly to Venice for Protedtion, they made the 



Marquis of Provence, and Duke of Narbonnc, they oblige that Prince [according to Baptifta Bur- onihc*v«/.v#r..*iii* 
\gtts, Lib. ii. Cap* 13.] to ftipulatc, tc To prohibit the Merchants of all his Dominions from going. Co - ltsof Frame. 



tt 



cc 



or from lending others, to Sea on account of merchandizing, without the Content of the Con- 
Alls, and Majority of the Counsellors of Genoa, under Forfeiture to him of all the Profits of 
their Voyage, and of one Third of the Principal or Stock fent out. And in Cafe they foil into 
the Hands of the Genaefe, they fliall forfeit the like to that Republic. 

3* In the fame Treaty, that Prince gave up to the Republic of Genoa*- the Cities of Marfeilles and tyu-j.Src. 
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Monaco, and all the Ports between the Cattle of unrbia and Narbenne* up to i;***.* by 'he 

Thus were thofe two Republiqs of Venice and Genoa, (together with that of Pi fa) at this ^ oaaz ot 
Time become Miflrefiesof the whole Commerce of the Mediterranean Coafts, and alio of molt of 
that of the Ocean, till deprived of much of it by the Hanie Towns, in the next and lucceed- 
ing Centuries j whilft all the great neighbouring Monarchies looked on, and feemed ealy and con- 
tented, now and long after, barely with being fupplied by them, at their own Prices, with what- 
ever they wanted from other Parts, cither for necefiary Ufc or for Delicacy. 

There muft have been- fbme confiderable Trade or Wealth at this Time in Scotland, for that T j lc Cju a „tity of 
in try (according to Speed, who quotes HeSor Boetius for it) to be able to raile lb large a Ran- King iVtUuM rf 
fom as 100,000/. for redeeming their King William, furnamed the Lion, who, having had a Dif- Sfortanrs Ranfom 

enquired into. 



Coun 



I 
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— o ■* • — * ■ — * o — " " - 

pute with King Henry II. of England concerning the Pofleflion of Part of the County of Northttm- 
hcrland, was by a Stratagem taken Prifoner. The one Half of this fuppofed Ranfom, /. e. 50,000/. 
[equal now, in Quantity of Silver, to 150,000/. of our Money] was paid ih ready Coin j the 
other Half was to be paid upon lime, for which the Counties of Northumberland, Cumberland* and 
Huntingdon* then in William's Pofleflion, were given in Pawn. We have* in our Introduction, 
fully proved, that notpnly now, but for almoffc 200 Years later, the Money or Coins of England 
and Scotland were cxadtly of the fame Stamp, Finenels, .and Value ; wherefore, for Scotland to have 
railed fci much at that Time, (as Archbifhop Nichalfon alio -dbfcrves, in his ScotiJh Hijlorical Library) 
that Nation mutt have had more confiderable Riches, in Proportion to England, than in later Times ; 
Vol.. I. A * 
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feeing we find, a few Years afte 



:r, how difficult ic was- even for England ro raife but twice as much 
for King Richard Fs Ranform We moreover find even this very King William of Scotland paying Ten 
tfhoufand Marks to King Richard I. for the Redemption of Roxburgh Cafble and of Beraxticky Anno 
1 1S9, which Places had been Part of William' s Ranfom, befide the above Sum of Money, accord- 
ing to Speed's Hiftory and Rapin adds, that Richard now alfo difcharged: William and his i 



A. IX 



w . , _ Succet 

lbrs, by authentic Charter, from the Homage which Henry II. had extorted from him for the So- 
vereignty of all Scotland. 

Corporations. We have leen by Doom/day Book, (under Anno 1086) chat even fo early as (and probably fome-l 1 x g 

CiuiUs, and Kmtcr- what prior to) the Norman Conqueft, the Feudal Laws or Tenures generally fupplied the Sove^ ° 

litres inV-hies, one - * •* — » - - .n_-i_«ji * r- ^ ■» » > 1. « . 



reigns of thole Countries wherein it was cltabliihed [i. c. Germany, France, England, and Scotland] 

Croun Js Tor the 



with Armies in Time vof War. 



*, according to their rejpedfcive Tenures, without their being forced 
whole People, as in modern Times. Yet fometimes thole Feudal 



i-rcAing tlicai by to lay heavy Taxes on their 

rhe Princes of Eu- Lords proved not only troublefome, but dangerous, to their Sovereigns ; for as they had nurnc- 

rous feudatory Sub-Vafialsi with them they fometimes united againft their Princes, of which our 
King John of England, and his Son Henry IIL had fatal Experience. It was upon fuchlike Con- 
liderarions, as well as from the gradual Incrcafe of the People, that the Sovereigns of the before- 
named Countries were induced pretty early,, more elpecially in this and the next two Centuries, 
to form a Kind of new military Power, independent of their faid ancient VaJJalage, by granting 
large Immunities to their belt Towns, which were now beginning to recover themfclvcs from the 
Devaluations of the barbarous Invaders of the preceding Times. Our King Henry II. upon his 
Acceflion to the Throne, Anno 1 154, is faid to have demoliflied no fewer than 1 115 Caftles, which 
thole feudal VaiEris, under the Denomination of Barons, had erefbed for their Defence and Safety 
all over England, during rhe Wars between King Stephen and this King's Mother, (Maud the Em- 
prels) although the Barons re-edified their faid Caftles in the two following Reigns. [Seldetfsjani 
Anglorum Fades altera, Book ii. Chap. 9.3 This Scheme, of forming a new Power and Revenue out 
of Towns or Cities, produced a double Advantage to both Prince and People: For, whilft it 
tended to weaken Feudal Tenures, it gave, at the fame Time, as it were, a Beginning to the Com- 
merce of thole Towns \ the Inhabitants whereof agreed to pay an annual Rent or Fine to the 
Crown, in confideration of their being endowed with fundry Privileges, which protefted them 
from the former arbitrary Power of the Feudal Lords or Barons. 

Madox*s Hiftory of the Exchequer (Chap, x.) fixes the Commencement of this new Conftitution 
(as it may be termed) to this 26th Year of King Henry II. when, next after London, the Town of! 
Southampton was the firft to whom fuch new Privileges were granted j and we fhali hereafter fee 
many other Towns receive the like Privileges from this King and his two Sons and Succefibrs, and 
the like Immunities were granted by the Scotijh Kings to their Towns. In Germany, the Empe- 
rors had begun this Artifice a little looner. The City of Spire, Anno 11 66, purchafed the Immu- 
nity of electing her own Magi Urates, notwithftanding the Oppofition of her Bipop. In Italy, 
partly through the Emperor's Favour, and pardy alfo from the Emperor's being employed in 
Wars and Difputes elfewhere, Ibme of die Cities went much farther, by creating themfelves into 
independent Republics ; and even began, like the fmall free States of ancient Greece, to enter 
into Confederacies for theil" mutual Safety. In France, Louis, furnamed the Tottnger, who began 
his Reign Anno 1 137* and died Anno 11 80, granted Immunities to the Towns of his own De- 
mefnes, on Condition that their Inhabitants fhould, in War, repair armed under the King's Stan- 
dard. Pic moreover infranchifed great Numbers of Bondmen, and made them Free-citizens of 
thofe Towns, which Towns he alfo privileged to eleft their own Magiftrates, about the Year 1 138, 
whereby he obtained of them confiderable Sums for forming his Army. 

Gl.-ifs-windou-s About this Time, Glafs-windozvs are faid to have been begun to be in Ule in England * 9 
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bro irhr inro Ufa in they had been difcovcred long before, though very Icarce in private Houies, and ranked even till 
£«r.Win private now as a Kind of Luxury, and as Marks of great Magnificence. Italy had them firft, next France, 

uurcA " from whence they came into England. 

st*'*». a farther Ac- Stctin, the capital City of Pomerania, * now began (according to Wcrdenhagen) to be very well 
coum ur ic. peopled by the Saxon Ghriftians, who had driven out the Pagan Slavi. This City was made a 

Member of the Hanfc League about the Year 1364, and, after various Changes of Fortune and 
Matters, is atprefentfubjeft to the King of Pruffia, being a large, rich, and a confiderably trading 
City, well frequented by Britijh and other Shipping from various Parts .of Europe. 
1*1** ma-lc a fieri: T * ie Emperor Frederick Barbarojfa having taken the City of Lubeck from Henry the Lion, Duke of 
im^-riAi ci:V, -«•<! Saxony, (according to Lambecius in his Origines Hamburgcnfes, Lib. a.) that Place has to this Day 
much iionoJr.d. remained a free imperial City. And the anonymous Author of the Chronicon Slavicum v/rites, that 

this Emperor appointed Lubeck to be the Head, or Chief, ..of all the maritime Cities of Germany, 
and that its Confuls or chief Magiftrates fliould forever after be imperial Counfellors. 
*V*-rri Wted We fin d by Mezeray, that, in this Year, King Philip Augujtjis of France^ having compafied his 118 
with i:Jtr * mm Park of Bois de Vincennes with a Wall, he flocked it with Deer, -which our King-Henry II. of England j 
j-:»ihi.iJ. fo a6 l f en £ o'ver to hint. 

Rairs of Caul- Madox, in his Baronia Anglica, Cap. xiv. tells us, that in the 30th of King Henry IL 33 Cows 118 

and 2 Bulls coft but 81. js.—and 500 Sheep coft but 22/. 10s. or about io%d.per Sheep — 66 
Oxen for 18/. 3s. — For 15 breeding Mares a/. 12J. 6d. — For 22 Hogs iL <zs.— And ir Hci~ 
fcau* of Proves, fe» for 2 /. 1 4 s. — By Bifliop Fleet-wood's Chronicon Preciofmn, four Hens valued at 2 d. or an Halt- ' 1 1 S 
and Proportion of ' penny each : And a Ram at 8d. being in the Proportion of about ten to one in Living then com- 1 
I ,ivin U then and hi pared to now 5 duly remembering that their Silver Penny contained thrice as much Silver as ours 

our Day. about 10 at tWa Da 

V l : Ckv firft Hiftorians think it worth relating, under this Year, that the Streets of the famous City of Parrs 1 iS 

mvcJ, with lie- were not paved with Stone (or, in other Words, hot paved at all) till now. Many other Inftances 

flexions on the dif- might be produced from Hiftorians of what we fliould, in our Age, juftly term a great Want of Ele- 

fi rc.it Manner of' ga ncc in fuch, and almoft all other Refpe6hs. It is here alfo to be noted* .that Wheel-carriage at this 

t m^-defi "lie Time was ver 7 rare : Kin S s and Qfi«c*3» as. well as great Lords and Ladies, inftead of Chariots, 

rpe£b t otxafmnccl rode on Hotfeback, whereby the Streets, were not, as now, coriftantly requiring Repair ; and aw 

by rhif riiereafc of Commerce was at an exceeding low Bbb, (or next to hone at » all) excepting what the Italian tree 

Ciinv:ncr:c- Cidcs carried on, and what Retail Trade was occfcfioneckby.Gourts chicHy in metropolitan Citifes, 

2 and 



OF THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE, $\ 

land alfb what was here arid there in other larger Towns, it is no Wonder if we find, by 
i 8*5 many public Regifters, and more private Memoirs, a very great Difference between thcNeat- 
nefs, Conveniences, and' Elegance of Cities and Houfes of modern TTimes, (occafroned 
by the vaft Flow of Riches introduced by Commerce, within the laffc two Centuries) and the. Age 
we are now treating of 5 which Difference did not merely confift in-one or a few Inftanceis, but 
was extended to every Branch, whether of Buildings, Cloathing, Drefs, Ornaments, Furniture^ 
Equipages, Diet, Liquors, Travelling, and almoft all other Articles whatever* Such are the 
oreac Effects of an extended Commerce, Navigation, Manufactures, fefr. compared with the 
languid Times of a mere landed In tereft, when almoft the whole Property of a great Country or 
Kingdom confifted in the then low Funds of Land-Rents ; and when there was Icarcely (except in 
very tew Countries) any Medium, or middle Rank of Men, between the landed Gentry and the 
mere flavi/h Peafantry, (the Clergy excepted i) the former arbitrary and tyrannical, the latter ab- 
je£t, poor, and depreiied : Yet this was the Cafe, not only in this Century, but, with fomc gra- 
dual Variation for the better, even in the two next following ones, and even in the fucceeding 
XVch Century icfelf, as will appear in its due Order. This Remark may, we hope, in part lave 
us the Trouble and Room which otherwife would be needful to be taken in fucceeding Periods of 
this Work. 

The ancient Cathedral Church of St. Paul's in London being burnt down about this Time, a St. P*:,/*s Church in 
new one, much larger, was begun, built all on Grebes or Vaults of Stone? -which (fay our Authors) ^ u !" I ^^ lhon 
•was a 'Wonderful PVork, before that Time unknown to the People of this Nation, and now b rough r in * 01 "" * 
by the French, the Stones being fetched from Caen in Normandy. 

Notwithstanding what we havejuft remarked of the Poverty of this Century in general, yet S^vcm in TrifihwJ, 
the Grand Chroniqiie de Hollande £s? Zelande, under this fame Year, obferves, tc That the Town °»^ a 'pfcndid Km- 
" and Port of Stavern in Frifetand was now in its Zenith of Riches and Commerce; their Mcr- P^J^ ^c a >% W * 

chants being lb opulent, diat they gilded the very Scats they fate on, and the Ports of their 
cc Houfes," if they do not exaggerate. Yet fuch is rhe Inftability of all Things on Earth, that in 
ieems, even before this Century ended, a great Bank of Sand was formed in their Harbour, (and 
the Sea alio has fmce encroachedon the Town) which utterly barred Ships of Burden from entering 
into it ; whereby this once famous Emporium, not a little celebrated by the Nctberland Hiftorians, 
fell loon to Decay, and is at prefent in a mean Condition, though once theRcfidence of the Kings 
of Frifeland. 

Whilft the Genoefe and 
other for a great Part of 
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Pifans, both very powerful at Sea, carried cn cruel War againft each Cruel Win between 
this Century, their Sifter-Republic of Venice continued to improve her f»V/«t * ml 



Commerce, and enlarge her Dominions, more efpecially eaftward, or in tlie Levant, as already ™; ci ,'*J. 
noted. Yet, in this Year, the Emperor Frederick Barbarojfa ' found Means to perfuade the two mcrcC and Territory, 
firffc named Republics to fufpend their Quarrels againft each other, and to join their Forces to the 
other Cbriftian Powers againft Saladin, the Saracen Prince of Egypt, who had at this Time mattered 
all Judea, with the City of Jerujale'm j lb rhat now the Chriftians for a while recovered feveral 
Places, but foon loll diem again, in the Holy-Land. Afterward, the Forces of the Genoefe and 
Pifans were employed by the Emperor Henry VI. (Son and Succefibr of Frederick Barbarojfa) in the 
Conqueft of Sicily from the Norman Princes, who had beftowed great Privileges in Sicily on the 
Venetians? then the great Rivals of the other two Republics : Yet when the Normans were expelled 
Sicily? the War between Genoa and Pifa broke out afrclh, Anno 11 95, and lafted till the Year 
1212. 
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Adolph, Earl of H 

Expedition to the noiy juana. in return jor wnicn -ttjiiuance, ne oeicowea greac x-nvueges on vilcg< 
Hamburg, which he got the Emperor to confirm: Such as tc That none fliould ere<5t any Cattle or 
cc Fort within two Miles of that City — That they, and their Ships and Merchandizes, fhould be 
cc free from Tolls on the Elbe — That none of their Citizens Goods fliould be liable to be detained 



or arretted in Holftein" 



1189! At this Time, that warlike Prince, Hemy the Lion, Duke of Saxony, Bavaria, and Brunfivick, was The great Power 0/ 

the moft potent of all the German Princes of his Time \ for, befide the ancient Saxony, which (except- ^f/!^„ Lt0fr9 Dukc 
ing Holfiein, and what the Bifliop of Hamburg pofiefied) he almoft intirely enjoyed, he was Lord ° UXC!S J* 
of both Bavarias,. and had conquered the Countries beyond the Elbe, now named Lawenburg and 
Mecklenburg, from the Pagan Winiti, into whole Country he had tranf plan ted many Colonies of 
Brabanters, Flemings, and Hollanders, after expelling many of the Natives. Pie had married the 
Daughter of Henry IL King of England-, and it is here almoft needlefs to note, that from him is 
defcended the prefent Royal Family of Great Britain, of the illuftrious Houfe of Jirvnftvic-Lunen- 
bnrgh. This Prince, returning, Anno 1189, from England, had, during the Abfence of the be- 
fore-named Princes in Paleftine, made himfelf Matter of Lubeck, Staden? aild Hamburg ; and upon He take 
demanding Admittance into the then famous City of Bardewic, laid to have been the greateft in L «^'^> : 
all Germany, the Citizens not only refiifed it, but, as the German Writers fay, they affronted h^ m H^!fl ro . s t \ lc 
in fo grols a Manner, as to turn their bare Pofteriors to him from their Walls : That Prince here- grca^aild'opulcnc 
upon attacked the City, and levelled it to the Ground, leaving, however, nine of their Churches City of Ba^nvic* 
Handing, (lays Amoldus? the Continuator of Helmoldus.) If Credit is to be given to the German Its great Antiquity 
Writers, Bardewic was built 990 Years before the Incarnation, by Bardo, a Saxon, 235 Years before aBed^d. 
Rome, and termed -of old Vitus Bar dor ton. Chai*lemain made it a BiJtiop's See, and it became a 
very great Place of Commerce. To confirm its Pretenfions to this high Antiquity, the Continu- 
ator above-named lays, that, in his Time, L <?. in the former Part of the Xllltli Century, there 
.were found the following Verfes, cut on a Stone of the Ruins of the Gate of its Cathedral, m. 



takes StaJctrz 
ind Haw 



cc AbtajVahi dii'm natits, mox Treviris indpit orttts ; 
J j <€ tithe Ahhis BUrdewic millc, fix X quoqiie qiiiuqtte 



! j Intimating, ** the City, of Treves to have been co-eval with the Birth of the Patriarch Abraham, arid 
1 cc that Bardewic was built 1065 Years after Treves which furely is no adequate Proof that this 

was the real Age of that'Gity, .any more thaii the other Date was of Treves* It ftood within orte 
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Mile of Lunenburg northward, which loft-named City grew up (according to Lindenbrogius's Rermn 
Germamcarum* &c. Script ores ) from its Ruins. Lunenburg is faid to have been fo named from a 
Cattle, where the Moon was worfliipped, and to have been deftroyed by Charlcmain* and not re- 
ed ified till now. Bardcwic is now an obfenre Village, confifting of only a Caftle and fome few 
Houfcs. Hamburg is like wife faid to have increafed in Commerce and Magnitude from the- Ruin 
of Bardetoic* as did alio the City of Lubeck. 

Upon the Return of the before-named Emperor and the Earl of Holftein from the Holy-Land* 
Lubeck and Hamburg were retaken from Henry the Lion* who, for oppofing the faid Emperor Fre- 
derick Barbarqffa* was profcribed and deprived of all his Dignities and Pofieffions, Brunfivick and 
Ltmenburg only excepted * yet, by the Interpofition of his Father-in-law King Henry II. of Eng- 
land* he was reftored" again. The Son of this great Prince was crowned Emperor at Rome* Anne 
1207, by the Name of Otho IV*, 
Farther Privileges Under this fame Year, we find, in Lambccius's Origines Hambargcnfcs* Lib. i. a Charter of Pri- 
gninted 10 tecchy vilcges granted to the City of Hamburg by the faid Emperor Frederick Barbarojfa* which I take to 
Em^m^^nnd by^ ^e the very fame Charter with that mentioned under the preceding Year 1 1 88, which PFerdeuhagcn 
the Earl of Holjith:* [a left accurate Author than Lambetiu$\ fays, was granted by Adolph Earl of Holfiein* and only 

confirmed by that Emperor; wherein (befide what is already mentioned in that Place) it was 
granted, " That none but their Citizens ihould be permitted to fifli within two Miles of their 
City — That they Ihould have free Paflurage for their Cattle, to go out in the Morning and re- 
" turn at Night — Liberty to cut Wood for Firing — To have two Thirds of the Pines for 
Bills of Kxchangc, cc fliort Meafures of Ale* Bread* and Flejh — And Liberty to negociate Money by Ex- 
thcir Antiquity " change* &c." Which laft Privilege fhews, that Hamburg inuft have been a conlidcrable Place 
Hamburg* Q f Commerce, fince Bills of Exchange, or Moneys remitted by Exchange, were very new at this 

Time in Europe, and were then in TJfe only in die moft confiderable Cities of Commerce. 
Obfcrvnrions on the All which Privileges that Emperor herein lays, ,fcc He grants at the Requcft of his well-beloved, 
Charter of FrivZ- cc faithful Count Adolph of Schowenburgh* or Holfiein* for the Benefit of thefe. his Citizens And 
legato Ham nrg. w hi c h Privileges the faid Count Adolph* the following Year, 1 190, confirmed to the laid City by 

another Charter, reciting this now granted by the Emperor. Prom all which it appears, that 
Hamburg was not then an imperial City, in the proper Scnfc thereof, which is, to be fub)e£fc to 
none other Lord but the Emperor, or iupreme Plead of the Empire ; whereas, it is plain; that, at 
this Time, Hamburgh was fubjedted to the Earls or Counts of Holftein. 
The Antiquity oF This Charter is alio memorable for fliewing the Antiquity of the 9 oil taken of Ships palling the 
the Mian the Etbt* gjfo ;lC Staden* therein mentioned ; which is alio a farther Proof of the Importance (even fo early) 
atpaflmg by sta*». q{ thc mar i time Commerce of Hamburgh. The faid 1 oil at Staden is continued to this Day. 

Lambed us farther obferves, that the before-named Privileges granted to Hamburgh were often 
confirmed, and fometimes enlarged * whereby tliat City has greatly increafed in Commerce and 
Wealth. 

King iff my IPs vaft As this Year concluded the Reign of King Henry II. of England* we muffc obferve, with others 
Trcafurc ;u h« before us, that although this King reigned lb long as 35 Years, yet he never once' demanded a 
Death enquired into, gubfidy or Aid from his People 5 inlbmuch that the People of that Age fcarcely knew what a ge- 
neral Tax meant even although he had Wars with France* Scotland* and Wales* and had fubdued 
Ireland* befide the Expence which his domeftic Troubles probably put him to; (this, however, 
is elfewhere in this Work accounted for, by our Kings pofiefling fo great a Number of 
Manors, in almoft all the Counties of England.) He is, moreover, faid, by feveral Hiftorians, 
to have left in his Trealury at his Death no lefs than 900,000/- in Money, L c. STVcw Millions Seven 
Hundred Thaufand Pounds of our Money ; a Sum, every thing confidered, incredible for that Time, 
when one would think it more than doubtful, whether there was half fo much Specie in the whole 
Kingdom of England. If therefore it had been true, the Bulk of fo vaft a Sum (equal perhaps to 
more than Ten Millions now, in the procuring of all Neceflaries) mull needs have been raifeci 
from his large Provinces on the Continent, viz. Normandy* Anjoti* Aqtutaine* &c. But the moft 
rational and probable Account is, that he left about 100,000 Marks at his Death, equal to 200,000/. 
of our Money. {Vide Annum 1 135.] Others call the Sum 900,000 Livres, which might occafion the 
miftaking the Money for Pounds Sterling. Yet even this fecms rather too large a Sum for that Time, 
four Livres being then equal to one Pound Sterling, which made 225,000/. Sterling, or 675,000/. of 
our modern Money. He is alfo faid to have left a very great Quantity of Plate and Jewels. 
£m**'s c mtc in In thole early Times, Stone and Brick Buildings were very rare, even in the City of ' London -it- 
Point of Buildings, fclf, although very neceflary there, where, as yet* there was no nightly Watch. To guard there- 
fore againft thieves* as well as againft Fire* (which laft Calamity had frequently happened in Lon- 
don* when its Houfes, till now, were generally built of Timber, and covered v/ith Reeds and Straw) 
it was in this HrftYear of King Richard I. decreed, (in the Mayoralty t>£ Fitz-Aikvine) "That 
" thenceforth no Houfes Ihould be built within the City but of Stone* to a certain Heighth, and 
tc that they Ihould be covered with Slate* or with burnt Tile.* 9 This (faysIfowellmhisLondino^ 
polis) was the very Caufe of fuch Stone Buildings whereof many have remained until our Time, 
[*. e. about the Year 1650.] that, for gaining of Ground, (t. c. Room) they have been taken 
" down ; and, in Place of fome of them, being low, (as but two Stories above the Ground) many 

* c Houfes of four and five Stories high are placed, 
and lias fbmc In cor- London alfo* about this Time, began to have fome Corporations of Trades or Handicrafts with- 
poratcd Handicrafts j n irj aS t j ie gadlers and others, according to Maddx^s Firma Btirgi* and other.Hiftorians. 
mlcbrfleSs Charter After London and York* it feems, at this Time, thmWinchcfter muft have been a very confide- 
of Privileges. rable Place: For, in the Jfirft Year of King Richard I. Anno 1 189, lie grants them " a Charter of 



Privileges, confirming all former ones and now grants to his faid Citizens of the Merchant- 
4C Guild* that they [hall not be obliged to be fued out of their own City—Shall /be quit of all 
" Tolls, Laftage," [which laft was a Liberty (fays Dr. Brady), to carry their Goods up and down 
in Fairs and Markets as they pleafed] " and Pontage, in all his Dominions and. Sea-ports, as well 
" in England as beyond Sea." And* after fome other obfdlete sind how liftle-k'nowii Privileges 
herein Mentioned,, this King concludes this Grant in the following remarkable Manner* 

* - - , that'* they and their Heirs fliall have and hold all 'the 

ind our Heirs." Mr, Madox's Firma Bitrgi (Gliap. i.. 



* c Wherefore we will, and we ftridtly order* 
aforefaid Privileges, hereditarily, of uis and 
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A P. |Se£t. ix.)» f^y s J That Colchefter's Privileges, as a Community* are alfo traced as far back as 1189, 

* * I t j %e g j-ft Year of King Richard I. who granted the Burgefies thereof a Gilda-JWercaloria. 

11 ™ i n t he fame Year, or the next following, according to Dr. Brady, King Richard I. grants a n«w Chat. 

Charter ( ^w/o primo Regni) to the Gity of Lincoln* containing much the Tame Immunities as to j^j, * Fec M m 



Wiricbjeftcr above-mentioned. — And concludes with this material Addition* viz. " Yielding annu- 
cc ally 180/. by "Talc* by the Hands of the Mayor [Prepqfitus] of Lincoln*, whom the Citizens 
« fli&U yearly ele£t out of their own Body,** 

Lincoln was alfo a conjfiderable Place at this Time* Mr. Madox* in his Firma Bttrgi* (Chap. I* 
Se£t. ix.) tells us, that King Henry II. had before, in this fame Year, granted a Gilda-Mercatoria 
to Wallingford* which in old Times was a confiderable Town, and alfo to Andover* Helfion* Dun- 
voich* and Great Tarmouth* 

The City of Tork muft now have been a veiy confiderable Place, when we find fo many Jews Fork City confider- 
in it as 1500. The Jews of England were in thofe Times a conftant Refource for fupplying the inan} 
Wants of our Kings. And altho* King Richard I. being bent on an Expedition to the Holy-Land? Jc ^' m ,r * 
had left Orders that the Jews fhould not be molefted during his Abfence, becaufe probably he 
had had a Supply .from them before he fet out; yet fuch was the Bigotry and Fury of our Peo- 
ple againft that wretched Nation, inftigated too often by the Clergy, and by many falfe, or, at 
leaft, very improbable Reports of certain execrable and fecret Pra6tices of the Jews in contempt 
of Christianity, that they were frequendy butchered, and much oftener pillaged and harrafTed 
by our People. At this King's Coronation, fome Jews Arriving too eagerly to get into the Church 
for feeing the Solemnity, the People fell upon them, and butchered feveral of them. 

In the following Year, at Nowoich* Stamford* St. Edmund* s-Bury* Lincoln* and Lynn* the like 
Violences were done to the Jews. But what was done at Tork is moft extraordinary, viz* Ac- A Tumult at Tork 
cording to Drake's Hiftory of Tork* and others, whilft King Richard was in the Holy-Land* *h*^^^7™** r 
Populace of Tork fell upon the Jezvs of that City, and plundered their Houfes. Whereupon the Jrag/cal End™* 
richeft of them retired into the Caftle with their Effefts, for fafety ; which very Precaution, by 
an Accident proved their Deftruition. For it feems the Governor having occafion to go into 
the City, upon his Return, the Jews refufed to let him enter the Caftle, fufpedting that he had 
made fome Agreement with their Enemies in the City for their Deftruffcion. This fo enraged 
the Sheriff and People, that they befieged the Caftle. The Jews within it feeing certain Death 
like to be the Conlequence of this Refiftance, took the horrible Refolution to fet fire to all the 
Towers of the Caftle, and to cut the Throats, firft of their Wives and Children, and then of 
themfelves which moft of them inftantly performed. The reft furrendering, in hope of Mercy, 
were cruelly butchered by the Mob. 

The Jews of Tork were, it feems, great Ufurers, (as they are generally every where at c h* s J!^^ 
Day) /. e. Dealers in Money. And it is needlels again to note here, that the Word Ufury in M^onc/, both m 
thofe Times, and long after, meant no more than barely the life or Tntej-cft taken for the Loan of ddcr and later 
Money y and they arc faid to have lived then in great Splendor. Their Wealth, therefore, was Times, 
probably their greateft Crime. For (as the Poet fays) 

ce [Vcaltb is Crime enough to him that's poor.*' 

Later than this Period, we find many Jews living at Tork in great Wealth : A fure Proof ot 
that City's having had more Trade and Riches than at prefent * feeing Jews fcarcely ever refbrt 
but to Places of Trade and Commerce. 

We may here note, what others have done before us, that for the firft five 



e Kings Reigns F f w °' no naval Ex- 
? ned b? our Hill 



from the Norman Conqueft, i. e. from 1066 to 1189, there is very little mentioned ^ y w«* x ^ Years pad 
torians concerning England's naval Exploits ^ infomuch, that what Fleets or Shipping we then had, ~ 3 
were principally employed either in the frequently conveying thofe Princes to and from the Con- 
tinent, for the vifiting of their Dominions in France, or elfe in the Expeditions to the Holy-War* 
unlefs we except the Conqueft of Ireland by King Henry lid, &c. 



CC 



CC 



CC 



CC 



In Madox* s Exchequer* Chap. x. p. 253. cc In this firft Year of King Richard I. certain Pre- T he K ^ n ^f, 
parations for his Coronation were, jft, A Robe for IVilliam* Son of the Duke of Saxony* 12 s. 6d. ^\f s Coronation 
— For 870 Hens, 200 Cups, and 1350 Scutelis* [Platters] 4/. 5 s. — Et pro 2000 Sctitellarum*j? G aR m 
[Plates] and 200 Cups, il. qs. 3d* — 2000 Hens* to be brought and kept at Weflminfter 
for the King's Coronation, and 200 more Cups, 8/. 3J. id. — 1200 Plates and 500 Cups, 
2/. 1 j*. 3d. — 900 Hens, 3/. 1 5 j. — 1900 Hens, and bringing them to London* Si. 10s. id. 
— 1000 Plates and 200 Cups, 1/. 6s" ks» The Number of liens* Difhes, and Cups* fhew, 
that in thofe early Times all that held of the King as his Vaflals, partook of his Coronation 
Dinner. The Hens coft one Penny each of their Money, or three Pence of ours ; and by the 
cheapneis of the Cups and Platters, they were probably 'either of Earthenware or cf Wood. 
1190 1 The enthufiaftical and romantic Frenzy of this and the fucceeding Age, putting all the Prin- Kin S RMarJVs 

ces of Chriftendom upon wafting the Blood and Trcafure of their Subjedts, for the Recovery of f^\^ s ^^him 
the Holy-Land out of the Hands of the Saracens* did in an eminent Degree influence our King tD the Holy-War. 
Richard I. from his firft Acceflion to the Throne, by his not only expending all the Treafurc 
which his Father had left behind him, and at leaft as much more, by his fqueczing of his Re- 
ceivers, alfo by felling his demefne Lands, the Caftles to William King of Scotland* the Earl- 
dom of Northumberland to the Bifliop of Durham* and by fundry other unjuftifiable, wild and ex- 
travagant Means, whereby (according to Maimbourgffs Hiftory of the Croifade) he was enabled 
to equip in the Ports of England* Normandy* Britany* Poiftott* and Gnienne* one of the fineft 
fleets that had ever before been put to Sea. For when he weighed Anchor from Meffma in Mis noble Fleet to 
Sicily* where he had pafled the Winter, Anno 1x90-1, he had 150 ^reat Ships and 53 Gallies, Pai,r ! :t " f * 
befide Barks, Tartans, and other fniall Veflels attending this Navy with Ammunition and Provi- 
fiohs. 



and 



5. We have here nothing to do with his warlike Exploits in Sicily* Cyp 
fhall only juft obferve, that by the vaft Expence for this Expedition, t 



rus* and Palejtinc * 
the Trcafure of his 



People was fo greatly exhaufted, as rendered it extremely difficult, three Years after,- to raife for 
his Ranforiv a Sum perhaps confiderably lefs than' half the Expence of his Voyage to Palefiine* 
altho- the Kingdom's Honour was lb much concerned in his -Rcleafe. 
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About this Time we firft meet with an exprefs Mention of. the Country of Lapland, properly I A. i> 
fo called, as lying between the.Bottorm of the Bothnic Gulph and the North Cape in the frozen \iiqq 

Profeflbr ScheffSr of Upfai's Hiftory of that Country,, fays, that Saxo-Grammaticus, .who 
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try ; with a lum- 
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and its Productions, 
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Ocean. _ % 

wrote his Hiftoria Danica about the Year 1*90, was the firft Author who. mentioned that Coun- 
try and People as known to the Danes, Norwegians, Swedes, and Philanders alone : For Lapland 
was not known to the reft of Europe till within about 170 Years paft. It is indeed a miferable 
Country, in which intenfe Cold and Barrenncfs have jointly fixed their Abode, to the End of 
Time. Neverthelefs, as the wretched Inhabitants fupply Sweden and Denmark with much Furs, 
Peltry, and Fijh, and in Exchange [tor -they have ,no Money] take off coarfe. Cloth, Tools, To' 
bacco, &c. (not unlike the North-American Indians adjoining to the European Plantations) their 
forming a Correfpondence with thofe adjacent Countries, fo far adds fome fmall Weight to the Scale 
of the general Commerce of the World. It was little above 200 Years ago, that King Gziftavus 
Erickfon reduced a great Part of that People into fome fort of Order, and under a regular Tri- 
bute to Sweden, viz. of fo many Skins, Furs, or Pound Weight of Fifli per Head or. Family. 
The Kings of Sweden did not, until the latter Part of the Xlllth Century, begin to think of con- 
quering the Laplanders; no longer able to endure that a neighbouring People, almoft in the 
Heart of the Country, (then poffefling the Country as far South as the Bothnia Bay) fliould not 
acknowlege Subje&ion to them. Yet as they imagined a national War againft fuch miferable 
People would not anfwer the Expence of it, they were at firft content that private Adventurers 
fliould undertake its Conqueft, and Xhould make the moft of it for thernfelves. King Guftavus 
Adolphns^ and his Daughter Queen Chriftina, erc<5ted a few Churches and Schools amongft the 
Laplanders, and taught them the Ufc of Letters but their Manner of Life, as well as their way 
of Correfpondence and Commerce with Sweden, even to this Day, has ftill a near Refemblance 
to our American Indians. For it fcems, that no particular Man there (unlefe very lately) has any 
fixed Property of Land or Farm which he can call his own : But fuch a Clan or Tribe, has fuch 
a Com pals of Land afligned them by the Swedijh Governor, bounded by certain Rivers, Lakes, 
and Mountains 5 within which Compafs they may teed their Rein-Deer, (which are their greateft 



Wealth) and may within that Compafs filh, hunt, &c. The Laplanders, as well by Tradition as 
by many Words in their Language, arc judged to be fprung from the Finlanders, whence they 
are laid either to have been driven out, or elfe to have exiled thernfelves in the XI th Century, 
becaufi: they would not embrace Chriftianity as the reft of that Country had done : So that by 
Degrees they wandered fo far North as this inhofpitable Country, where moft of them remain 
Pagans to this Day. About the Year 1280, Magnus II. King of Sweden, is faid by fome Authors 
to have reduced the Laplanders under his Obedience, ftretching Northward from the Bothnic 
Gulph leaving them however their own Laws, or rather Cuftoms they paying a Tribute of 
Skins of Beafts, and alfo Fifti, dieir only Wealth. It was not till the Reign of King Charles the 
IXth of Sweden, that Lapland was found to extend to the North Cape *, that King having, in 
the Year 1 600, fent two Mathematicians on that Difcovery. He alio credted fomc lew Lutheran 
Churches there, fince increafed to about fourteen or more in Number, as alfo Schools to teach 
their Children to read and write. Norway-Lapland, (from which much dried Siockfijh comes, a 
Commodity very ufeful for long Voyages) to which the North Cape belongs, was probably peo- 



pled from Norway and probably that Part called RuJJia- Lapland, was planted from thole Parts 
of Rujfia next the White-Sea 5 but at what Period of Time, is not known. Neither of the two 
laft-named Laplands were known to the Middle and South Parts of Europe, till fince the Englijh 
difcovercd a Way to Rujfia round the North Cape, ylnno 1553. 

At the North Cape, on the Ifle of Warda, two Leagues from the North-Eaft Point of Norway- 
Lapland, there is a Caftle with a fmall Danijli Garrifon, and a Village of Fifhermens Cottages, 
(named Wardhuys) who are faid to live intirely on Stockfifh, without any Bread or Beer, but what 
is brought by Englifli and Dutch Shipping, being near the Confines of Ruffta-Lapland, in 
which laft-namcd Province there is a Town called Kola, which has a good Haven, lying fome- 
what South-Eaft from the North Cape, to which Port the Hollanders have fome Trade for Salmon, 
&rc. but in Szvediflj Lapland there are properly no Towns tho* fome Geographers include in the 
Limits of their Lapland the Towns of lima, Torno, dec. at the Bottom of the Bothnic Gulph ; 
near which there is faid to be a Silver Mine, and alfo an Iron one. And this is properly all 
that needs be faid of the miferable Country of Lapland down to modern Times. 

Under the Year 1097, we have briefly given the Rife, Motives, i$c+ of the Holy-War, in 
which all Chriftendo?n, more or left, interefted thernfelves. It was a very romantic Scene to 
fee Emperors, Kings, Princes, Bifhops, Earls, Barons, Knights, &c. in Armour, every one Arriv- 
ing to excell in Prowefs, Splendor, and Gallantry ; Ihinirig in fine Equipages, Oriflambs, rich 
Banners,armorial Cognizances* fine Cloathing of Gold* Silver, Velvet, Purple, coftly Tents and 
Pavilions, and many other gay expenfive Things ; the like never before, perhaps, fince the Cre- 
ation of the World, feen together in fo vaft a Quantity. Amongft many other EiFefts, at pro- 
rtii**j»ri r^*-A^^ cv^;*.**;*** rJP t-^irvinnc • Knighthood ; as, ift, The 'Templars, founded 

H14, for taking care of the Hoipital 

erected * at Jerufalem fo? fi£k Pilgrims, of the Original of which we have faid fomcwhat under 
the Year 1096. 3 dly, The Knights Hofpitalers of St. Maty of Jerufalem, commonly called the 
Teutonic Order, or the Marian Knights, or the German Knights of the Crofs. " In all which three 
Orders," (fays Mr. Madox, in liis Bdronia Anglica) cc Ceremonies of Piety and of Romance were 

The Holy-War made a great Imprefiion upon die Minds of Men ; 
ct it mrived them with knightly Ardour. Even after it was ended, the Lords and Knights (who 
M had been in it) ftill retained ih their Brcafts tlie Love of Glory and Gallantry. —Which Hu- 
" mbur produced Tilting, Tourneying, and Jufting to an extravagant Degreed 
At this Time, (according to Monfieur Hurt's Hifioife du Commerce et de Id Navigation des Anaens) 
Untinople ftill retained a irreafc Shate of Commerce, He quotes Benjamin, the Jeiv of Navar, 



duced three new Orders or Societies of religious ^ 

1113, for the guarding of Pilgrims to and from the N Holy Temple of Jerufalem. 
The Hofpitalers of St. John of Jerufalem, founded Anno 



Anno 



ct 



ftrahgely mixed together. 



Conftantiiiople ftill retained a great Share of Commerce, He quotes 1 ^ 
who lived about this' Tiiiic* and who tells us, that there was'thfch a great Concourre of Mer- 
chants in it, as well" from the Nbith and from LombardyMtxd Spain, as from Ajza and Egypt-, 

who btought thither the Wares of India ; and 4 in -this Jaft fefpeft no City could then compare 

with 
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. jy 9 i^itli Conftqntinople* xxceptijpg Bagdat * which lying nearer to India* carried on a great Trade in tf^'/'s great 
* * \i n 'didn ' ^px^^fia^ ^v^^x. thence to Conftantinople. And the Perjians and Arabians having c - ommcrct "- 
brought ^A^w^^-'^ ^ e ^™ fearcs, the Greeks and Latins took great, Liking to that Spice, 
whicli was r .W up the Perjian Gulph and the Euphrates to Bagdat likewife, and thence to 

Conftantinople*. with, other eaftern Wares* 

Tliis Year Was, however, juftly alarming to Conftantinople* and terrible to the Croifade. For Jerufahm taken 



Syracon ami his Son Saladin having overturned the Galifat of the Saracens in Egypt* Anno 1 1 
as already related, and ere6ted their Sqldanfhip there", the latter, ^jom 1190, invaded Judca* 



go from the Croifit by 

and 



119 



"93 



took Jerusalem from the Chriftians of the Weft 




the Children or captive umnjttans* ana or uyra 
Mv, i- e. Slaves* or rather hired Soldiers : Tho* they nevertheless enjoyed great Privileges. Yet [q n vaJd makefile 
ia lefs than 100 Years after, thefe Mammeluks found Means to lettle one of their own Officers Sultans tobecbofen 
on the Throne of Egypt* and thenceforth fixed the future Handing Elcdtions of Sultans or Soldans ° ut . of lheir uWn 
to be always out of their own Number, for about three Centuries after. The Mammeluk Govern- 0 y ' 
ment was eledfcive * every Mammeluk [whole Number exceeded i 6,000] having a Vote in the Elec- 
tion of their Sultan, of whom (as we flialllee) there was a Succeflion of fixtcen in Number, 
down to the Year 1516. 

The City of Berne in Switzerland, laid to have been now built by Bertbold Duke of Zering* was BeneitiStuitsirfaeJ 
made a free City by the Emperor Frederick Barbarojfa. "J 1 " Frcc lm P°- 

Papal Infolence and Lay Abjc£tnels wore now come to fo great a Pitch, that Pope Celeftiue III. A^moftamincnt In- 
at crowning the Emperor Henry IV. Anno 1191, after he had juft put the Crown upon his Head ftance of Pa; at Info- 
whilfh kneeling, immediately kicked it off with his Foot; which the Cardinals prefent again re- lence and of Laj 
placed on that Emperor's Head. This was defigned to let fuch abjedt Princes know (and none :ub:iuflion - 
but the moft delpicably abjcR could have ftooped to lb execrable a Submiffion) that his Holi- 
nefs was inverted with the folc Prerogative of making and unmaking Emperors, as well as all 
other lefler Potentates. 

Whilft King Richard I. of England was in Paleftine* Earl John* his Brother, with the Arch- London has a new 
bifhop of Rotten, and the Bifhops, Earls, and Barons, with the Citizens of London* met in St- Charier. 
Paul's Cathedral, where the City of London had a new Charter and Community granted to it, u e. 
(fays Dr. Brady) to be a Corporation. Dr. Brady is doubtful [for which, however, there fecms 
no good Reafbn] whether this was not the firft Community granted to London* or whether they 
had one before, and that it was diflblved by King Henry II. for the Londoners conftant Rebellion 
againft his Mother Maud the Emprefs, and himfelf. Yet he owns they had a Mayor granted to 
them in the Year preceding this. At this Time the Houfes of that City were generally built of Its Hooll-s of Tim- 
Wood, and thatched : So to prevent Fires, it was now again ordered to be built with Stone and bc . r a " d hatched 
covered with Slates. Yet this fecond Order was not now punctually obferved, nor even long after WJl 1 cravv * 
this Time. 

King Richard L of England was, in this Year, in fo bad a Plight in Pale/line* that lie was forced The Fleets of the 
to patch up a difhonourable Peace with Saladin. The Venetians* Gcnoefe* Pifans* and Florentines four Itma* States 
beine gone away with their Fleets, cc wifely fhrinking themfelves out of the Collar," (fays honeft :^ c . fcrc ? n % 
Mi\l?uller* in his Holy-lVar) " when they found their Necks wrung with the hard Employment/* ££££ 

That the City of Marfeilles in Provence* has long, and for many Centuries prior to this, made iurfeiUes or old a 
a very confiderable Figure in the commercial World, is undoubtedly true. Monfieur Ruffi* in City of great Com- 
his pompous Folio Hillory of that City, printed Anno 1642, relates, that at this Time Marfeilles m , crc c Ship- 
was very powerful in Shipping, with which they were aflifting to the Chriftians in the Holy-War • P ln £ # 
and were in Return licenced to trade to Tyre without paying any Cuftom, and to have a com- 
mercial C0nft.1l there. Marfeilles had alfo the like Immunities, and for the fame Reafon, in the 

Ports of Sicily. 

The Story of Richard I. King of England* being treachcroufly and unjuftly detained Prilbner 
by the Duke of Auftria* Anno 1193, on his Return from the Holy-Land* and by him delivered 
up to the Emperor Henry VI. is fo univerfally known, that it is needlefs to give any Account of 
it, farther than to remade on what -Nye find in the firft Volume of Rymer's Fadera* (p. 80.) viz. a King Ri\:' M .j\\ 
Letter from that King, dated at Hagucnau in Germany* where the Imperial Diet was then aflem- /Wcw enquired 
bled, to his Mother Queen Elinor* and to the Judges of England* earneftly prefling them, tc to ,IU0 ' 
" raile the Money for his Ranfom to the faid fordid Emperor, being 70,000 Marks of Silver -*" 
and urging, cc that for this End, all the Money of the Churches may be borrowed, as alfo of the 
" Barons ^" [here is not the leaft Mention of the Money of Merchants or Citizens ; which Ihews 
the poor State of England at this Time, in point of Commerce or Wcalth*~\ cc alluring them of his 
tc grateful Remembrance thereof whenever it ihould be in his Power." Yet (p, 84.) in the 



Form of the Agreement with that Emperor in the fame Year, cc the Ranfom is faid to be 100,000 
Marks of Cologne, weight, to be paid at London* when the King was to be releafed which, 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



however, was not to be till he Ihall have given Hoftages to pay 50,000 Marks more* viz. 30,000 
to the faid Emperor, and 20,000 to his Betrayer, Leopold Duke of Auftria : Of which 50,000 
Marks, however, the Emperor promifes to releafe Richard* provided he performs a Promifc 
made in, relation to Henry Duke of Saxony" In the laid Volume are alfo fundry Letters from 
the Pope to the Duke of Auftria* in vain, and perhaps infincerely, exhorting him to reftore the 
J Money thus extorted from Richard. Some other Authors make this Ranfom to be 140,000, 
others 17.0,000 Marks others 100,500 Pound Weight of Silver, and others only 100,000 Marks, 
as before. But this Record in the F<edera is Ib abfolutely authentic, that whatever Account dif- 
fers from it, ccafes to be fo at a|l. And, this Difference, I. conceive, depends on the then dif- 
ferent "Weight of a Mark in Germany and in England * for Adarks were not then . real Coins, but a 
certain Denomination of Weight or Quantity of Silver* as at this Day in England* and moft othcr 
Nations* Arno/dus. Abbot of Lttbeck* the Continuator of Hclmoldtis* (Lib. i|L) fays, that when in 
yanuflpy.ii^KlnQRic/Jard was difcharged from .his. Imprisonment, his Ranfom was with Difficulty 
rajfed. throughout England,: Infomvtclvtiiatev.cn the Gold and Silver Cups, &c. made ule of in die 
Holy Eucharift, were } melted down for that Purpofe 5 and that over and above, a Tax was laid 

on all ]?erlbnsj both eeclefiallical and fccular, ot the fourth Part of their Income for one Year, 

and 
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and 20 s. on every Knight's Fee y alfo one Year's Wool borrowed of the ■ Ciflertiam, and 'the A 
Money railed and given by the Clergy of his Dominions in France, Mddox's Hijiory of the' Ex-. t 
chequer, (Chap, xv.) gives all the particular Methods of raifing it by Scutage, Hydage, Carttcage^' 
Gifts* &c. King William of Scotland generoufly gave 2000 Marks towards* this Ranlbm, and 
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the City of London gave 1000 Marks y which Ranlbm, according to Rapin and others, was really 
150,000 Marks, u e. 300,000/, of our Money, which, as he juftly obferves, was no inconfider- 
able Sum (Fuller calls it a vaft Sum) in thofe Days. The avaricious Emperor had 100,000 Marks, 
and the Duke of Auflria 50,000 of it. The great Difficulty of raifing it at this Time, was much 
heightened hy Richard's having fo much drained England of all the Money or Coins for his Holy 
War Expedition, as did alio his numerous Followers therein. Fullei; in his Holy War, fpeaking 
of their being forced to fell 5 all their Church Plate for King Richard's faid Ranfom, adds, tc That 
cc for fome hundreds of T*ears after, they were fo7'ced to ufe Chalices of La t ten (or Brafs ) hi their 
<c Churches in England." So little was there of Riches in thofe Times, compared to our Days. 
Yet it is extremely difficult to reconcile all this with what Walter of Coventry and Roger Hoveden 
fay, That Hubert, Archbifhop of Canterbury, made it appear, that in the two following Years 
this King raifed 753,332/. i.e. 376,666/, each Year, [or 1,129,998/. of our Money] tho" it 
is allowed to have been a Sum veiy grievous. This therefore improbable Account leems to 
merit little Credit. 

John Earl of Mortoii and Lancafter? (afterwards King John) now granted to his Burgefles of 
Laucajler, all the Privileges which he had granted to his Burgefles of Brijtol in the Year 1165^ 
7. e. to be a free Burgh, and free Burgefles, &c. as has been related under that Year. Prcjton 
in Lancajhire, (lays Dr. Brady , in his Treatife of Burghs) had before this been made a Burgh by 
King Henry II. and had new Privileges granted to it by King John. 

Upon King Richard Fs return from his Captivity, he held a Parliament at Nottingham ; whi- 
ther William the Lyon, King of Scotland, came, (fays Dr. Drake, in his Hijtoria Anglo-Scotica, 
London 1703, 8vo. p. 23.) te and demanded the Counties of Northumberland, Cumberland, Wcft- 
?nor eland, and Lancafier^ as his Predeceflbrs had enjoyed the lame. Richard put him off, for 
the prefent, with fair Words. Yet, by Advice of his Council, he granted IVilliam, by Char- 
cc ter, the following Honours and Benefits for him and his Succeffors, That whenever a 



cc 



King of Scotland was to be fummoned to the Court of England^ to do Homage for the Lands 
he held in England, he fhould be, at the River T weed, received by the Bifhop of Durham and 
the Sheriff of Northumberland, and they fliould condudt him to the River "Tees, where the 
Archbifhop and Sheriff of York fliould receive him 5 and fo in like fort the Bifhops and Sheriffs 
cc of the other Shires, till he arrived at Court. On his Journey he had 100 Shillings [15/. of 
our Money] per Day allowed him for Charges : At Court 30 Shillings per Day; 12 Wafiels 
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and 1 2 Simnets of the King's," [two Sorts of fine Bread in ufe then] ct 4 Quarts of the King's 
belt Wine, and 6 Quarts of ordinary Wine 2 Pound Weight of Pepper, and 4 Pound 
Weight of Cinamon ; four Wax Lights ; 40 great long Perches of the King's beft Candles, and 
24 of other ordinary ones. And on his Return he was to be condufted as before, and 
with the fame Allowances/" 

Whilffc the Scotijh Kings enjoyed their Lands in England, they found it their Intereft, once 
generally in every King's Reign, to perform the laid Homage but when they were deprived of | 
their faid Lands, they paid no more Homage. 

It was on King Richard the I's return from his Captivity in Germany, that the famous Marine 
Laws of Oleron, [an Ifland on the Coaft of Aquitaync, then poflefled by our Kings, and then like- 
wile eminent for Shipping and maritime Affairs] were firft promulgated by him. We do, in- 
deed, find in the firft Volume of the fecond Edition of Rywcr's Fardera, (p. 36.) a Charter \Litcra\ 
or Declaration of the xxth Year of his Father, King Henry II. Amio 1 1 74, whereby that King 
directs, ift, <c That if any Ship be wrecked on the Coafts either of England, PoiSou, Gafcony, 
cc or the Ifle of Oleron, wherein any Man fhail be found and let on Shore alive ; fuch Ship, 
" with its Lading, fhall remain to its proper Owners, without being deemed a Wreck. — 2clly, 
<c And if even only any living Beaft be found in the Ship, the King's Officers Ihall deliver 



over the Ship and Cargo to four refponfible Perlbns* in truft for the Proprietors, who may 
" claim the fame within three Months. But, 3dly, If neither human Creature nor Beaft be 
cc found alive therein, then it is the King's Wreck, and belongs to him alone/* And this leems 
to have paved the Way for the famous Sea-Laws of Oleron, promulgated as above, containing 
47 Heads or Chapters, as printed in Dr. Godolphin's View of the Admiralty JtirifdiRion, (in 8vo. 
London 1685.) and by fundry other Authors on maritime Affairs, to which we, for brevity^ Sake, 
muft refer. Several of thofe Heads are now of no Ufe nor Authority* the fubjcA Matter of 
them being obfblete j but the reft of them are very good and equitable Rules for Owners of 
Ships, Merchants, Mailers and Mariners, in all maritime Affairs, and have for that Reafon due 
Credit and Authority in all Courts where Admiralty Affairs are cognizable. For the maritime 
Laws of Rhodes, which, during the Roman Empire, were of the greateft Authority* being by this Time 
become obfblete, by reafon of the different Ufages of Merchants* Mariner^, &c. from what they 
were in ancient Times, when Commerce was almoft intirely confined to the Mediterranean Sea, 
it was now therefore become neceflary to eftablifh hew Rules or Laws fuited. to thcjprefeiit Times, 
when Commerce and Navigation beean to be - — - - — 
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and Baltic Seas. 

It was fomewhat later that the Merchants of Wi/buy framed their fo niuch celebrated Sea- 
Laws, which foon grew famous in the next Century. They becamfc. the ftrifb Rule for deciding 
all maritime Controverfies not only by the Hanfeatic Cities, but by ali Nations bordering on both 
Sides of the Baltic Sei* ; and they continue to be the genefcd Maritime Laws of thofe Nations to 
this Day. Doubtlefs the Sea Laws of the Ifle of Rhodes (as Mon/ptiis, in his Ofbis Mdritimus, 
Lib. i. Cap. 30. well obferves) tfere both the firft in Etteeni* arici the earliett knoWh among the 
Ancients. But what thofe Laws were is not now known* excepting only certain Fragments hand- 
ed down to us, together with the Titles of the Chapters, and certain Edicts of the Emperors 

1 "Tiberius, 



t 



OF THE ORIGIN ©> F C O :<W MERC <E; &c. 

• 

• 

• ry {Tiberius* Adrian* Antoninus*, Pcrtinax* and SeptimiusrSeveruS) lcattercd up and' down the Civil 



5>r 



1194] ^ of the^Houfe.of fize;^, gpt Pofle 

SrV^ iiai^^^Swn out the Normans of France* who had been ferried there near 200 Years in ^d^/^b/ the 

great. Erolp^ritjj and ^redi^ . . Emperor jHb/ry VI. 

Port/mouth muft Jiavy; been a Tgwn-arid ; Port%of fome Account* even in this Gentuty 5 feeing Portfmuutb Charter 
we fiiid a Charter.,of^^ RicjmijdJ^ .In tfee ; fifth L Year of his-Reign^ (inDrc Bradfs Appendix of Privilege*, 
to his ¥redtije on Burgas) wherein, after .declaring*, cc 3?hat hei retains in his own 'Hands his Town 
" of Portefinue* with ail that belongs ,to it ; he-eftablilhes therein an annual Fair for fifteen Days, 
" to which all the People of England, Normandy* Poi&oti* JfTalesi Scotland* 'and all other either his 
" own or foreign People, may frceiy refort.and qnjoy.all the Privileges they do at the Fairs of 
" Winchefter* Holland? or elfewhcre in his Dominions^ — His faid Burgcffes of Portefinue fliall alfo 
have a weekly Market, with all the Immunities, which his Citizens of Winchefter and Ox- 



" ford* or elfewhere enjoy. — Alfo a Freedom from all Tolls, Pontage, Paflage, Stallage, fcfr. and 
" Freedom from Suit and Service at Hundred and County Courts * Thisleems to be the 

jirft Charter granted to Portfmouth 5 wherein it is to be obferved -there is no mention of a Mer- 
chant-Guild : And by the King's faying he retained the Town in his own Hands, it is probable 
there was no fixed Fee-farm Rent paid as yet by that Town ; and that the King's Officers (as 
in many other Towns) made the mod of the 'Rents ofHoufes, and of other Duties to the Crown 5 
neither does it appear to have been at this Time a Corporation. 
1 1 96 1 According to Mcurfiu$*s Hijloria Danica* (Amjlerdam 1638, p. 8. of Lib. i.) and other Danijh^ enniarps ^ xc ^: 
/(Hiftorians, Canutus VI. King of Denmark* muffc have been a very potent Prince in the Year ^^ e ^y^ s a ^ mc, 
1 196, commanding and poiJefling almoft all the South Coafts of the Baltic* along the German* L a ad. 
Pruffian* and Lvvonian Shores. 

It leems, the Pomeranians haying in this Year revolted, he fent againft them a Navy of 670 
Ships, carrying about 82,000 Men ; and having taken the Cities of JVolgaft and Stetin* he repaired 
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their Fortifications, and placed ftrong Garrifons in them. 

So powerful was the laid Canute VI. King of Denmark in Shipping, that Speed* in his Hiftory 
of Great Britain* (p. 480.) lays, that King Philip Azigufttis of France* Anno 1197, married that 
King's Sifter, purpofely to obtain the TJfe of the Danijh Fleet againft England. 

Corn was in this lame Year fo fcarce in Eitgland* (lays Rifhop Fleetwood* in his Chronicon Pre- The exorbitant 
ciofum) that a Quarter of Wheat was fold for i8j. 8d. [i.e. of our Money 2 /. partly pro- Prlcc of Conu 

unki 



ceeding from 



ndly Seafons, but probably much more from improvident and ignorant 



Ma- 



nagement of the Farmers, and the Knavery of Corn-jobbers 

We find in Selden's England's Epinomis* amongft the Capitula Placitorum Corona of King Richard I. Woollen Broad- 
a plain Proof that Broad-Cloth was then made in England* viz. Cap. xxvii. ce Hanei panni* ubicunqite ^viime, 
ct fiunt* fiant de cadem latitudine * fcil. de duafais ulnis hifralifuras* et cjufdem bonitatis in media et in an a 3 c# 
" lateribus" 



in Eng- 



1. e. 



cc 



1 198 



1199 



Woollen Cloth* wherever it be made, lb all be all of orte Breadth, -viz. of 
two Ells within the Lifts* and of the fame Goodnefs in the Middle as on the Edges. ** For it 
will hardly be fuppofed that King Richard would, or could, prefcribe Rules of this kind" to all 
foreign Nations in their making of Cloth. Therein, alfo we find Directions touching the Sale 
of red and of black Cloths. 

In Madox** Hiftory of the Exchequer* (Cap. xxiii. p. 643.) * c Hugh de Bofco* Sheriff of Hante- Prices of Oen and 
€C JIdre* flocked the King's Lands of Micnes with ti Oxen, price of each Ox 3.F. and with 100 Sheep, and the 
« c Sheep, at ^d. each.Sheep. 9 Richard I." Now Silver Coins being thrice the Weight of ours, S^^** at 
the Oxen were 9 s. each, and the Sheep 1 s. of our Money. Above twenty Times as cheap as * 1 
in our Days, according to their Money. 

Notwithftanding all the Faults (toojuftly it is to be feared) charged on King John* he certainly K ™S 7 ohft *e firft 
had fome right Notions for the Advancement of the Profperiry of his Towns arid People iri fundry SS£J?2oS! 
RelpeCts. We find him, in this very firft Year of his Reign, Anno 1199, begihniho; the good portions, and in 
Purpofe, as a King, which he had before put in practice in his Brother's Reign^ ana whidh he what chat Freedom 
farther increafed in the Courfe of his own Reign, and notwithftanding his ovrn many Misfor- confifled. 
tunes : This was the erecting of his Demefne-Towns into free Burghs* which thereby paved the 
Way .for the gradual Introduction of Commerce into his Kingdom. For, whereas till now, the 
King's Collectors laid on and levied on Towns, fundry Tolls, Taxes, Cuftoms, &c. of various 
Kinds and Names ; 

I. Inftead thereof, thole Burghs, now made frce T were to pay one annual Sum only for 
each rclpeffcive Town or Burgh, which was called die Fee-farm Rent of fuch relpeCtive "Burgh. 
That Fee-farm Rent doubtleft bore then fome near Proportion to the total Amount of thole 
Duties which till now were 'ifont to be levied, tho* always fomewhat lefs than that Total ; ac- 
cording to Mr. Madox's Finna Burgi* Dr. Brady's Treatife of Burghs* &c. Whereby diis King 
had now the Advantage of reducing his Revenue arijfing from his Towns to an abfolute Cer- 
tainty * as the laid annual Fee-farm Rent was the Debt of, and raifed by the Community or Cor- 
poration, by way of Afferent 0 n all. 

II. Such Town had now alfo a Gilda-Mercatoria (or Merchant-Guild) bellowed on it ; 
mercantile Fraternity or Society. 

III. Whereas, before this Time, the Crown always appointed a chief Officer who ruled 
them, (fometimcs arbitrarily enough) and railed the faid ievcral Taxes * King John now gave 
the Townfmen the Privilege of annually electing the chief Officer or Ruler of their Town out 



j. e. a 



of their own Body. From which Privilege arole the prelent annual Magiftracy of Corporations. The Original of the 
4 * King John* fays Speed* (p. 506,) was either the firft or the chiefeft who appointed thofe noble ^ nu f|! ly c,cai £ 
<c Forms .of civil Government in London* and moft Cities and corporate Towns of England ; en- 1 ag, « ralc ?°^ Cor - 
<c dowing them alfo with their grcateft FranchileSi" So likewife lay Cambden* Rapin* &c. 

IV. When this Freedom was granted by the Royal Charter, the Townfmen were freed from 
Tolls in Harbours, and Pontage, or a Toil for paflin ^ * " * ~ 



p orations in 
land. 



over Bridges, 

V. Till now, tliey could not marry their owrV ChihJren to whom and where they pleafed, with- 
out the King's Licence, (fays Brady) nor could Widows marry themfelves : Neithef could the 

Townfmen either give or fell the Lands they had purchafed without fuch Licence, until rhis new 
Vol. L 



C c 



Freedom. 
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AN HISTORICAL AN?D. CHiO-NbLO'G'lGAt DEDUetlON 




The Privileges now 
granted 10 free 



their Patrons, or FrotedfcocsL * . * • . 

VI. Laftly, there were lome other peculiar Privileges Jpeftov/cd oh ^ particular favourite 




Charter of Freedom Dunwich in Norfolk was one of the Towns which had this .Freedom now coftferted oh It ; and 
of r Trradc in amon 6 other .Claufes in theirr-Gharter* there 'is the following' one, vseg. Conceffiijius .ctiam eis Hanlam 
o great ra tin el Gildam Mer.catoriam 5 Le.iiWc grant •them a HaHfe to be a Society * or Corporation] and a 



thole Times. 



The /m Import of Merchant-Guilds And here we cannot help remarking, chat even the learned Lantbecius (already 
the Word Hmi/t, as quoted under the. Year 11:69) not being acquainted [as is rid Wonder] with &ter .ancient Records* 

oTcor n or?ufo°if ,tty is a llttle miftaken in % in g> * hat the firft* Time <wc meet with the 'IVard Hanfc /*r * 5«f^ s is in 
or orpoMtion. ^ Q] larter g rant ed by or Henry III. to the Merchants of Hamburgh, or of the Steelyard 

refiding at London, as 'will be wore fully feen in the next Centnryl 

Dunwich was probably a very confiderable'Town in thofe Times, fince the annual Fee-fifm Reric 
of it was now fixed at 120/. a confiderable Sum then ; and alio one Mark of Silvei", and 24,000 
Herrings yearly* Moreover, for the free- Privileges now bellowed on them, they madfe a Prc- 
ient to King John, in this lame Year, of 300 Marks of Silver, [ft e* 600 1, .of our Money] ten Fal- 
cons? and Rvc'Girfalcons. And 'the Dmvwi cb Mens Privileges being, for fbme Reaibn, afterwards 
iuJpended, they prelentcd King John* fix Years after, with 100 Marks more to have them re- 
fbored. They likewife gave that King 200 Maries more, and 5000 Eels, for having Wreck and 
Lagan added to their Charter. So that Dtwi 

for thole Times, its laid Fee-farm Kent being (according tt> Dr; Brady on Burghs) almolt double 
to that of any or moft other Burghs. ? - 
The earlieft mention we find of a. certain 



ich was then doubtlels a Place of great naval Trade 



An In fiance of Tt.v 

ftr Cent, now paiil 
in Eti^httta fur the 
Intercll of Money. 



or Intereit of Money, 
in this tenth and 
Land for lecuring 100 Marks to 
Cfc [Sciz. Benedifta Pcrnaz] Jingulis 
" C Marcasr 



yearly 

in the Englifh Hiftory, is in 
laft Year . of King Richard I. wherein mention 

Jew? viz. " Pro quibtts? ego Ric. dc Sandford reddam ci 
Annis X. Marcas de "Lucro? qnam din tenucro prcnominatas 
Which ufuai Rate of Ihtereft in England^ held till the Reign of 



Allowance of ten per Cent, for the Ufmy 
Madox's Formulare Atiglicnmim? (p. 17.) 

is made of a Mortgage of 



a 



King 



A new Charter to 
2 ~or& C j ty. 



inandy ? and their Laftage 
and Brother's Time. 



Henry VIII. when what had been only by Guftom, was then confirmed by Law tho* that now 
called Cuftom, was till then a very uncertain one, the Jews of thole Times frequently taking a 
larger Intereft. 

To T~ork City King John. now. grants his Charter, confirmihg all their former Liberties, 
Laws, and Cuftoms their Merchant Guild? and their H'anfes \FIa71fas fuas\ in England and Nor- 
' it- -r » along the Coaft of the Sea* as they enjoyed diem in his Father's 

They were alio to. be quit of all Tdlls^ throughout England? Normandy? 
PoiStou? Anjou? and Aquitayne. All which- fhews that Tork muft then have been a Place of foreigh 
Trade-. For all which, doubtlels the City .of Tork? being before this Time a Corporation, paid 
confiderably to the laid King, as we Ihall fee London City did iri this fame Year- Mr." Drake? in 
his Hiftory of Tork City, ihtihiates, that King 'John? by a fublequerit Charter, fixed its Fee-farm 
Rent at i6ol. per Annum. It would be both tedious and fuperfiuous to give our Readers a Re- 
cital of all the Confirmations of the Privileges granted from Time to Time by our Kings, to 
this and other Cities and Towns. 



London pays a prcat P l'OHl 

Sam for their new fmaller 
Charier. 



i the City of London King John? in this fame Year, got [extorted? Hiftorians call it] rid 
a Sum than three thoufand Marks (i. b; 6000 L of our Money) for the Renewal of their 



Money) 



Charter of Liberties. 



be aim Shcriffr of 

MidMcfex- 



A great Sum, undoubtedly, in thofe Days ; wherefore London? even then, 
muft have been a wealthy Place, This Charter recites all their former ones, to. thofe from King 
Henry Ift and lid, and King Richard I- but none farther back wliich fhews, (as Dr. Brady 
well obferves) that William the Conqueror's fhort Grant of Privileges, under the Year 1086, was 
rather deemed a brief Declaration of the Rights which the Londoners had enjoyed under tfteif 
How the Sheriffs of Saxon Kings before the Gonquefl^ than as a new Charter. Under thefe four Kings the Charters 
Lamfo» came firit to to London have, all the Forms o£ fuch folemn Deeds, and arc generally much the fame in Sub- 
k„ -?r„ ct^m ^r fl- ancc . excepting that in King Henry lid's Charter that City had a Confirmation of King Henry 

the I's, being a Grant of the Fee-farm of the County of Middlefex? for which they paid 300/. 
per Annum? (or 900/. of our Coin) and from which Grant the Sheriffs of the City of London? to 
Sheriffs of Counties this Day, are alfo Sheriffs of ^Middlefex. In thole Times, and long after, the Sheriffs of Counties 
were Receivers of wcrc Officers of great Truft and Importance, being the Receivers of all the Crown Revenue in 

the Cro vn Revenue. £hcir re f pc< ai ve Counties. 

The Subfbnce of thofe Charters to London (which have been often publiflicd) confifted cc In 
Freedom from Tolls.and Duties of various [but now obfolete] Kinds.- — That the Citizens ihould 
not be fued for Debts, cjfr. without their own City. — -Licence for them to hunt in Middlefex? 
Effex, and Suny. — No Stranger fhall have or take, a Lodging .or Habitation within the Walls 
" or Liberties of the City by Force, nor by Order of the King's Marlhal, 

Whoever has the Curiofity to perufe thofe Charters in the original Latin? may confult Dr. 
Brady's Appendix to his frcatifc of Burghs? and other Golleftions of the London Charters and Pri- 
vileges ? and will but too plainly fee how precarious were our Liberties under thofe firft Norman 

Kings. , . 

The Oiufeaof 8t«- Slavern in Frifeland? as we have partly noted under the Year 1187, was in old Times a rich, 
wrvA great De- large, and potent City, having a great maritime Commerce. It is faid the People of Stavern 

eJenfioii. fl*» rhr*f** wn(hf*m Phrts th iat faWox I fhro* the Sound- i n to the Battic'Scb? upon which 



CC 



CI 



Account the Danijh Kings of 'thofe Times bellowed certain Privileges oh them, whereby they 
became a molt flourifhing-EmpofibtiEi.- In this prolperous State it continued (fays tVerdenhagew) 
to the Year nod 1-3 -frota which>a?iifte (partly thro' their Luxury 'and PridLS and partly by the In- 
undations of thci .'Ziiydcr Zee? -which has- wallied away a great 'Part, of it) it has gradually decayed, 
and is at this Tf ime a .nieah incorifiderable Town. 

.7 - rht ' 



* 
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cc yearly, of white Mqnejr, at .our Exchequer by the .Hands ojf t^he Mayor [Prepqfitus] of that 
« City; which, chief Officer , they ihall* aiinually J - ele&^fram among' their own Number, being 



a confiderable 



** fuch a one as may be proper for us" [/- e. for coll&dfcing the (aid Fee-farm Rent of 108 /. '^r 
Annuni\ " and for them. 39 This fufficientty ftrzw's' Norwich to have been then 

Place.. - • 

"King John,, in. thi^Jame firft Year of his Reign, ordained, that a Ton of Poiftoii Wine fhouki R a *cs of ttlna. 
be fold tor no more, than i /. and of ^j/w/'Wine, for i/. 4 a — And no fort of French Wine an 
above 1/. 5 s. — omiefs fome very good 1 at 1/; 6 s. 8d. per Ton. (ChroJiicon Precibfum.) 
1 200.I The Germans of Bremen, &c. had feated themfclves fo ftrongly in Livonia* that they were The newly- founded 

able to build a Wall round their newly-eredted City of i?(g*tf, which by its happy Situation for Chrifiian City of 
Commerce, loon grew very confiderable in Wealth and Strength * and becoming a powerfuLShel- #<S v ' is horrified, and 
ter for the Chriftians againft the Pagan Inhabitants, it was foon after made an Archbifhoprick. able." 1 * 5 con41 cr ~ 
Next to Datttzick and the now imperial City of Pcterjbtirg, Riga has been long the greateft Em- 
porium of this'Coaft. 

In this fame Year King John made the Men of Hartlepoole* in the Bifooprick of Durham* free Nrwcafl/e uponTtne* 
Burgefles, with the fame Liberties, as his Burgefles of Newcajlle upon Tine have ; but there "^^^^ 
is no mention of Tolls, Merchant-Guild, &c. €t From thefc Inftances, (fdys Dr. Brady) we ma c re urgJU 



cc 



may make a more than probable Conjecture, that all free Burghs had their Beginning from 



tc Charter * which Charter was granted as well for the Advantage of the King, (Earl, or other 
u great Man, Lord of the Burgh) as for the Profit of the Burgefles. themfelves." 

Several Authors think* that in ot about this Year was difcovefed the Ufe of the Magnet or The Ufe of the ikfc- 
Load-Stone for making Iron to point constantly to the North Pole, L <?. the Ufe of the Mariners- ™^ 
Gompafs* and fome think that it was of French Invention, becaufe firft mentioned by one Guyct t ., 0 Uavc\een°iWd 
of Provence* a French Poet near this Time, who calls it Mhrineta z This is GaJJendPs Conjefture 5 out now. 
and alio becaufe the North Point is by all Nations marked on their Compafles by a Fleur-de-Li$* 
the Arms of France. Monfieur Huet* Bifliop of Avranches* (in his- tenth Chapter of The Commerce 
of the Ancients ) is likewife of this Opinion ; and that * altno* Marcopolo of Venice had travelled 
as far Eafi as Cathai* (or China ) and had there learnt the Knowlege of the Compals •* yet that 
Guyot mentions the Compafs to have been in ufe amongft the French Pilots above 40 Years before 
Marcopolo 1 ^ Time. Of which Subject more will Be faid hereafter. 

About this Time many medicinal Simples, and other Drugs, are laid to have been firfl: brought Certain Medicinal 
into the Weft Parts of Europe from the Eaft, by means of fome People who had been in thfe ?'^ / f fi ,£ fought 

ri 1 irr 7 -XT Jnto t ), c fp e n 5 

Holy-War. . ..... ■ fomcof the Cr6i- 

According to Tallent's chronological Tables, Siirnamei firfl: began to be in ufe in Europe about fades, 
this Time; tho* poflibly Ibmewliat later than this Period anlorigft the common Pedple in Eng- Surnames, .when 
land* Yet it is certain that the Normans at the Coriqueft brought Surnames of their own in to ™c\nll?Jro~* 
England with them. " * M ** u e " 

Sir James Ware, in his ixth Chapter of the Antiquities of Ireland* takes notice, cc That fome 
" obferve, that about the Year 1000, Surnames began z6 be fixed in France* England, and Scot- 
cc land ; (as well as in Ireland) fitfft indeed among the Nobility, and, by Degrees; amongft the 
«* lower fort/* * 

We may here in general remark* from the German* Danijh* and Swcdijlj Writers, that many, Many Cities and 
or moft Part, of the Towns at prcfent any way confiderable at the North End of Germany a"nd of a^"of Sc" 1 
Poland* as alfo fome in Denmark and* Sweden on the Baltic Shores, were either originally founded, Battic°lt^\xi the 
or at leaft became confiderable in diis Xllth Century, and fome others not until/the Xlllth Ceri'-XIhh antTxUhh 



tury, Copenhagen* Stockholm* Daiitetck* Lrtbcck* Riga* Roftock* Koningfberg* Stctiii* tVifmar* all Cemuiies 
founded in this Century. 



And in the Xlllth Century, in Holflein* Kiel, Ilzehoa* Tondern : In Jutland, Flenfburg, Hadcr- 
\ficbcn* and fundry others yet later in thole Parts. 

Wejfhall fliut up this Gehttity vrttli remarking* [from the judicious Brandt^ Hiftoiy of the /fr.The and 
formation in and about the Lo^Cotmtrits* Vol. Lj that in the Xltli and Xllth Centuries, and r^"^ ^ 
even in fome later onesj cc . The Clergy had almoft exhauftcd the Laity ify all Kinds of Devices to and rr^rrf 
u latisfy tlieir own infatiable Defires ; but chiefly by eftablifliing new Orders of Monks, — So that 
" between the Year 1100 and i2oo* there were found* in the Netherlands only, 6i Abbeys richly 
cc ehdowed. — Whole Towns and Villages have fpruiig up from fuch Mohafteries arid their Ac- 
c< ceffions ; [as many Names thereof tcftify] and what the Clergy got, not only the common 
People, but alio the Lords and Princes loft m 

tc For the ccclejiajiical Efiates pdid neither Scot tsor Lot. This was Very prejudicial to the Pub- 
" lick. — Many of the Glergy turned Merchants ; which was fo mxicH the more prejudicial to 
46 the common People* inafmuch as they* being Tax-free* were able to underfoll them. The 
" Commonalty thereupon complained grievbufiy* that the Clergy abufed to fecular Purpofes the 
" Privileges granted them, to triable them the better to mind tlitir fpiritual Affairs, and fo took 
** the Bread out of the Mouths of thofe who helped to feed themv Thus were the Monaftcrics 
turned into Shops and Warehoules, — and the Manfions of fecular Priefts into Inns and Tap- 
houfes.— Some Towns oppofed fitch Pradtices by lharpEdifts, and Duke Philip (fo late as 1445) 
found himlelf obliged again to provide againft the Clergy's inheriting or purchafing immovc- 
u able Goods ; whofe remarkable Edi6t runs thus x 



" That there being founded in our Dominions of Holland and Zealand* in the Space of a few 
Years, fo great a Number of Cloifters of Monks and Nuns as are by much too many for 
£he Extent of our laid Dominions, which arc alio daily increasing in Number. And whereas 
in thdfe Coiiyerits of both Sexes,- almoft all Trades' and Handicrafts are carried on ; and al- 
" tho* they be ordained and gifted Perfohs, or/honld de fuch, yet have they hitherto concerned 
• ? tlieniMves with the Eftates and Inheritances of tlieir Ahfce'ftors :-^-So that unlcft timely Card 
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or 



be taken,, they are. like to get into their Hands all the Lands and Inherit rt//<ttr,~ whereby » We and 
«* our Succeflbrs fliall lofe bur Services, and our poor Sulije&s dieir Trades and jEmploy- 
«■ ments. — For thefe Realons, we have ordained, That henceforth no Ecclefiajlic Xhall . take 
•« receive any Inheritances of their Anccftors, Relations, or Friends, We? ■ 

THIRTEENTH CENTURY. 

Succejfwn <?/Princes in this* Century. 




izoy 

izti 
1250 
1254 



Emperors ofthe Wtftm 
Otho of BrunJ'- 

JLIP If. tO 

Otto V. to 
Frederic II. to 

CONRAOE IV* tO 

William Earl "% 

of Holland, V 1 2 5 6 
&c. to J 

Interregnum* to 1273 

KODOLI'H L 1 

CountoflJag/ 1 > 1290 
to J 

ApotPH Count V ^ 
ofNaJau, to J 12 9 a 

Albbut I- to 1300 

hey and. 



Kings of England* 

John, to izi6 
HenhyIII« to 1272 
Edwaku I. to 1300 

and beyond. 




23 



Kings of Scotland. 

Wi lliam, fur- 
named the J» 1 2 1 + 
£/<7i/> to 

Alexander 
II. to 

Alexander 

III- to 
Interregnum* to 129 1 
John Baliol, to 1300 

/to// beyond. 



Kings of France* 

Philip if. rfu- 

gu/jus, to 

Lduis VUf. to 1226 
St. L0013 IX. to 1270 
Philip III. to 1 286 
Philip IV. to 1300 

and beyondm 



Kings of Denmark. 

Canute VI. to 1202 
Waldemar , - 

to 5 



Kings of Cajlik. 



Alp hon so IX. 




1214 



Er i c V. to 
Abel to 
Christopher 

I. to 
Eric VI. to 
EuicVlL to 

and beyond* 




1250 
1252 

1259 

I287 
1500 




t2l7 

1252 




1249 



JI285 



to 

Henry J. to 

Ferdinand 

III. to 

A I. PH ON so X. 7 n 

to \ 1 *** 

Sawcho IV. to 1 
Ferdinand 7 

IV. to J'Soo 

^and beyond. 
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Character of the THIRTEENTH CENTURY. 

This Century, notwithftanding its Darknefs in point of Religion and Learning, 
great and very intercfting Events in feveral Parts of Europe. Altho* (agreeable t 
Purpofe) che Affairs of 1 

who can avoid remarking its lad State, in having, in this Uentury, had two great and iignal . 
volutions in the Space of but 57 Years ; the firft, in being maftered by the Latins* [Anno 
as the weftern Chriftians were then called; and thelecorid, for being regained [Anno 1261] 

the Greeks. 

The Latins, however, by being fb well acquainted with Greece and AJia* muft needs have in- 
troduced (as we know in part they did) lundry Sorts of their Manufactures and Produftions to 

be naturalfeed in the TVejl. 

Genoa y throughout this Century, fhone forth in her utmoft meridian Glory, being tlie grcateft 
maritime Power then on Earth, fo as to have ftruck Terror into all the neighbouring States* 
Even Venice* great as fhe was no^y become, was eclipfed by Genoa* which, toward the Conclu- 
flon of this Century, had reduced the Republick of Pifa* till then aifo powerful at Sea, to the 
loweft Ebb of Fortune, never again to rife ' to"Grcatnefs, and foon to lofe her very Indepe 

itfelf. 

Venice** Virtue fiipported her thro* all Uiffiqulties, and gradually enabled her to maintain and 
increafe her Commerce and Manufa£hires. In the mean Time, a new maritime Power of a lin- 
gular Contexture is growing up, to flrrike Terror from a far diftant Part of Europe * the mercan- 
tile Hanfeatic Confederacy, already overawing Monarchy itfelf in Norway. In thofe northern 
Parts, Denmark ftill appears formidable by their fudden Conquefts on the South Shores of die 
Baltic i yet flie foon lofes all again- By the vaft Woollen, as well as Linen, Manufactures of 
the Provinces of Flanders and Brabant* they acquire immenfe Wealth ; their Ports are crowded 
with mercantile Shipping, both of their own and moft other Nations. By the long Interregnum 
of the German Empire, feveral Italian Cities and States find the means of ftrengthening their 
Liberty .and Independency* and are confequcntly the more enabled to purfue their Commerce. 
Early in this Century the Emperors begin to infranchife feveral German Cities ; whereupon thole 
Cities found it neceflary to enter into a Confederacy for their own mutual Defence againft the 
tyrannical Lords of Caftles, &c. whilft the Monarchs of France ftill content themfelves with the 
inland Provinces of that large and fine Country, without Commerce, Manufactures, Sea-Ports, 
or Shipping. 

In England* the Foundations of Liberty are deeper laid in the ever-famous Magna Chart a-. 
And altho* the German Merchants of the Steelyard ftill engroflfcd her Commerce, and had freJh 
Liberties and Immunities beftowed on them by our Kings ; yet commercial Correspondences and 
Treaties began Sin this Century to be more frequent, and, about the Middle of it, a Society oi 
our own Nation firft commences a Correspondence with the Netherlands* as real Englijh Merchants, 

By itwo feveral Statutes* foreign Merchants referring to England* are more aflurcd of Freedom 
and Safety than formerly. The Citizens and Burgefles of England are now firft made a Part of 
die Legiflature. A fure Prefage of the future Increale of national Commerce and Wealth. 
England is farther fecurcd and ftrengthencd by the Annexation of Wales : And much happier had 
it been for both the Britannic Kingdoms, had fhe been now likewife equally fuccclsfui in the 

uniting of Scotland to her. ..... . ^ c r 

New Funds or Materials 



Finery 



Money 



:iofe of this Century, the Wounds of Europe, by the vaft Lofs of both Men and 

Weal th in that romantic tVar y were now and long after forely felt. 

Gtnoa\ and Pifa\ To the Beginning of this Century, the Republic of Pifa was very potent on die Sea* fo as 
fierce Contention for eyen to pretem i to the folc Sovereignty of her neighbouring Seas j and infixed that her Siftci 
^r^/Svan Genoa mould abftain from Commerce at Sea, or at leaft foould navigate thofe Seas unarmed : 
gifted: threatning them even with the Lofs of Hands and Ears for Non-compliance. But lofty Genoa 
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lboh i exerted herfeI£:fo J :muchiwith ,a powerful /Navy* . as J in* the.* End"/ proved top; , hard* for .the 
Rifamtii withfwKpxm a firm \Peace, until, in the End, they- Jiad utterly 

ruined'their bpafted navaUPower. 




(pi I24- 1 ; • wnerev 

to the.'. Queen'. dowager uacKcngariu*- ivm^ xwvara. inc.is..jv.Y,muw ( ~ iius- wajj 1 uic. mure 11C7 Deweryaf the Queen 

cefiary to* be. herenoted,vbecfaufe forne Authors have/: been in doubt concerning the ancient true dowager of Eng- 
Valueiof a Mark* which never wasan^ Englifh Coin, ibut was merely a Denomination, - or, a dc-'"*"^ 
tcrmined Quantity of. Silver rBullion. by Weighty as it: is, at this Day in moft foreign Countries, 

In this Year, (fays Wcrdenhagen*.vn the Authority "of: Bertius* a German Hiftorian) the City of joins in the 
Cologne entered into the League of the Hanfe-Vo*ons.;,~ . ' ¥™Z fe ~ 

Favine* in his theatre of Honour * &cc. obferves, under this Year, that when the Barons of F?:ance* The Kings of France 
in King Philip Auguftus*s Reign, went for the Conqueff of Cojiftantinople from the Greek Emperors, were at this Time 
they were forced to fliip themfelvcs thither at Venice. " It was not (fays this Author) then ^] 0 ^ x f hlp ^ ° r 
u known or underftood in France what Benefit redounded to a Nation from maritime Ports and ca P om - 
«* naval Commerce ; for our Monarchs contenting themfelves with their own Demefncs, and 
** having no foreign Enemies to quarrel with, they had nothing to do upon the Seas. 9 * A very 
lame Excufe, truly, for their Supinenels. But this was not the true Reafon, which was, That 
all the Sea-ports of the Ocean, from Flanders to Gafcony* were in the Power of the great Vafials, 
vias* the Count of Flanders* the Count of Vcrmandois* [for Picardy~] and the Kings of England, 
as Dukes of Normandy? the Dukes of Brctagnc. for -.that Province, the Kings of England again 
for PoiSlou and Guienne* and the Counts of Thouloufe and Provence? held all the Ports in the Me- 
diterranean. So riiat die French Kings, in theie Times, were properly pofiefied of nothing but 
an inland Country. 

According to Louis Guicciardin's Defcription of the Low Countries, (printed at Antwerp? Anno Antx^trp walled 
1582, in Folip> die City of Antwerp was now firfl: walled round $ from which Time, he thinks, lound - 
that both Gold and Silver were coined in that City. 

v At . this Time King fobn grants to his beloved and faithful William Brhver, and his Heirs, lirUgnvaur made a 
cc - that. Bridgewater \Burge IValtert^ fhall be a free ^town; and have a free Market, and an annual-/"* Burgh* 
" Fair to hold eight Days, with Tolls, £sV. And that his [Briwer J s] Burgefles fliould be free 
" Burgefles, and quit of Tolls, feftr. enjoying all the Liberties and free Uiages of any Town 
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belonging to the King, London excepted 

The lame Year King John cre£kcd t Hel/lon in Cornvball m ( which was a Royal Demefne) into a free Hrtfton made a free 
\ Burgh* with a Merchant Guild, and freedom from: Tolls, with all the other Privileges which his ^vg^ 
Burgefies of the Caftle of Launcefton enjpyed in the Time of his . Father King Henry II. " Yet 
" lb, as none fliould enjoy thole Benefits but Burgefles refident in Helflon*\ This laft Claufe 
feems peculiar to. this Town. ... 

Ever fince the Overthrow of the \vefkcm Rowann&tppire* the Government of moft Countries The OccaPon of tho 
I in Europe had confided of the Prince^and the Baronage, or Landed. Gentry, before; . Cities and £ un f ^ t i£ many 
Towns grew up. to any cdnfiderable Greatnefjj, byi means !|of Commerce and .Mai^ufaftures. \ s Yet utc ' * m * 
the Power of thofetBarons .*iow began, to be looked:on/with a v^ery jealous Eye. by, their Princes, 
both in England \and:in\ foreign ,I?arts.: -Pjenfionary; , JDeJ^itt* .in X\t% > Interefb of {Holland* oblerves, 
that the ancient Earls ; of - Holland.yrcrc fo jealous of the. growing Power of thofe. Landed Gen- 
try, .that- they; frequently. demojilhed many, of theitf Grilles. — And that .the laid Earis^by way of 
Curb on thofe Gentry, did, at various Times, and. (more especially, from the Beginning * of this 
Centu^, iuild fcveral . Cities in: ^ pn the. People who fhould 

come' and inhabit them. Thofe .E.arls* , it is truei.^ere ay:erfe to; the Citizens eredbng of Wails 
and Gates. to 1 their Cities, for .th^fame Reafonas-djey .difliked -the "Barons Gaftles ; j?et, : in pro-, 
eels 6£ Time, m&ny of thofe Cities* by PrefenK. of Money to their Earls, obtained Leave tq for- 
tify, the fame, and. thereby became ; gradually.ppflbfled of jPower and .Riches , whereby/ they raifed 
great Jealoufy in their Earls, who aihually deftroyed fbme, and pulled down the Gates . of others 
of thenii * ;; , „ „ 

% We. have related, in the preceding Century, hoW Cbcmi/lty. was^ ;gf ft brought into. Europe by AJimtoKj and Geo- 
the African Moors, who^ .whilft J .their- Countrymen", held Spain* kept an intimate. Correlppndence grapfy brought into 
with: that Country. ivThe faidifcfc^jrjof Spahi having. before learnt the noble and bendficfal Sciences ^ r h pe ^ y theMoorJ 
of Afironomy iand Geog raphy from; thofe of Barbary* .began now to cultiyate the/ii confidei;ably ^° ar arjm 
whereby theyjgraduaJly 1 were communicated to yotheif %Parts of .Europe* -where, through, the Irrup-» 
tions of the Barbarians, thofe Arts had been utterly loft. . v 

When the Sardcetzs iRrfk ravifhedi/^g^pi: from thejGr^Ettipire in the^IIdi Century, :they : had even 
then amongft them Jbms Favourers :of the liberal Arts, and particuiariy of ^r^^\; # >vhei:eby: 
they got tranflated out of Greek \nto jArabick* -manyv $ AuAors^ on : thofe Subjedts^ .FfomiEgypi 
thole Arts were tranlplahted along, jhe northern. African Shqr es * . and -thence- in^ it 
was not till the. Year of our Lord 12 30, that the - lEmperqr Frederic . II.. ^pt ^the Wprjcs "jpf Ptolemy* 
the Geographer of Alexandria*. to : be tranflated from Greek into. Latin. v And fbon after tliis, other 



Princes and great^Meri ijecame.-Ertcouragers of Afironomy and Geography. 
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gefles of Hedon might hold freely, &c. as his [the Kjng*s] Burgefles of Fork and Lincoln ; with 
fuch Cuftohns and Liberties as his* Father^ Kin^ [ Henry IL granted it to IVilliam Earl of Albcnmrle 
by his Charter. : So that this is but a..Gonfirmation r pf the former Charter. ^ . 

By Bilhop Fleetwood's Gkronicon Preciofum* it appears, that IVheqt was fo dear by continual Price of tj'bcat. 
Rains in : the,jYear 1202^ as to, be ibid for above 1.2^4 tl\e Quarter, (or 1/. 16 s> our Money) 
ahd,by Frpjls ^lfp/ias^high.jh the Year 1205. * This ©earth gives us no Rule to form the Pro- Rate ofLiv^tr at 



portion of; the Rate, of Living then, to that of pur vnt/r Titties. / But if (as under the Year 1216) thw 1 imc compared 

* 9*- 1 ls * 3A\M ow Money] per Quarter, or that it.^^^^ 



the mean Price of Wheat was 3 



was rather 3 s. per Quarter, [/\ c. 6 s/ of our Money] then the Rate of Living muft have been 
Vol. L D d 
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feooic I] 



The Antiquity of 



5 to i compared to our Days -, tW this is not cxadlly certain; unlefi the Rates of all other NT* uV 
ceflarics could alfo be afcertained, altho* Wheat, of any one Species. 'of Neceflaries be the C_|A ° 
Guide in tliis Cale. . '. . • 



m,„ n fr>, - ? n th ^ e , firft Volume of Ryma>s Fxdera, p. 133, we have an -authentic Teftimony of. the Anri 
SlSSfSSSr'Wrrf the Commerce whichlthe City of Cologne carried on. With. Engla,^ .even KSd^ 
ftuW. neral Hanfeattc Confederacy had any Dealings with us. We find King John-- now writine to dL 

Magiftrates of Cologne a very refr zM\x\ Letter of Thanks, *S for the Honours. Benefits a „H, " r 
M fiftance which they • had beftOwed on his Nephew O/j&o, Ring of the Romans 
Emperor Otho IV".] " hoping for their farther Aid to enable the laid Otbo toa _ 
" P"ch of Honour." ( u e. the Imperial Dignity,) And, in return for what they had 1 done^Kihff 
John declares, « he takes all the Citizens of Cologne with their Goods and Pofieffions" f mean 
mg in England] " under his Proteftion ; granting them free Ingrefs and Egrefs through all his 
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[afterwards 



War renewed be- 
tween Genoa and 
Pi/a. 



Merchandize, 
ifented to by your Anceftors and your jet 



The Conqucft of 
the Greek Empire 
by the Latins* 
brought a vaft Ad- 
dition of Territory 



War being renewed between Genoa and Pifa upon old Quarrels, the Pi fans 
lurpnzca oyracuje in Sicily, which the Emperor Frederic Barbarojh had given to the Genoefi for 
their Services to him againft Tattered : Which City the Genoefi retook in this fame Year by a for 
mal Siege, ' 

The Conqueft of Conftantinople, and the reft of the Greek Empire, at this Time, by the Latins 
or Croifes, proved a great Harveft and Increafe to the Venetian State, every one plucking a Fea' 
ther out of that declining imperial Eagle's Wings. It feems Baldwin, Earl of Wanders, comine 
, * ^ lth . Y! Attendants to Venice, Anno izot, was there very magnificently received. That oolitic 

and Riches to /W,. Republic, well knowing how to make the moft of thole Expeditions, on this Occafion thev 

joined him with 300 Ships and 60 Gallics for the Holy-Land, befide their advancing to him 
tome Money. He, m return, makes his Army, in their Voyage, affift the Venetians in tl?e reduc- 
ing of Ijlria and Zara to their Obedience, which had been conquered by the Kins of Human 
Baldwin afterward thought it more eafy to conquer a feeble Chriftian Empire, than to drive the 
Saracens from the Holy-Land. The combined Fleet had wintered in Dahnatia, where they were 
perfuaded by Alexis, the Son of Ifaac the dethroned Emperor of Conftantinople, to unite their Forces 
for the Reftoration of his Father which they accordingly performed Anno 1 203, when the vaft Sums 
promifed to the Crojfid Princes and States were accordingly paid, great Part of which fell to th<* 
Share of Venice : Amongft other Things, Venice had twelve Breaftplates and twelve Crowns o* 
Diadems of Gold, adorned with a vaft Number of precious Stones ; all which were lodged in the 
Treafury of St. Mark. But the Year following, toz. Anno 1204, the Emperor Alexis was mur- 
dered, and Earl Baldwin laid hold of that cruel Opportunity to get himfelf crowned Emperor of 
Conftantinople. The Venetians having been mainly inftrumental in this great Revolution, obtained 
the Ifle of Crete, or Candia, and alfo Negropont, and many others in the Egean and Ionian Seas j in- 
fomuch, that Venice was fcarccly able to manage fo vaft an Addition of Territory, having alio in 
this Partition obtained Part of P'eloponnefus,. (fihee named the Morea) with many Cities on the 
Coafts of the HettefpGHt and of Pbrygia. " It feems Candid as at firft allotted to Boniface Marquis 
of Montferrat 5 but the Venetians knowing its Fertility, as well. as its happy Situation for Com- 
merce, (as having the Archipelago on its North Side, and? Alexandria on the South, from whence 
they fetched the rich Merchandize of India) they gdt =fehe new Emperor Baldwin to give Boniface 
the Kingdom of Theffaly in Exchange for it* to whom the Venetians gave &6,ooo Marks of Silver 
over arid above* befidfcs othdr Prefents* It is here almdft needlefs to remark, that when the 
Turks afterwards got footing in Greece, the? hkd hereby but tod juft a Pretence for making War 
an the Venetians, from whbm (fays Cardinal Contareno) they took the fair Cities of Dyrracbuim 
[now Ditrazzo] in Albania, and Gfoy in SclaVbnid, and every way bore fo hard on them, that to 
obtain Peace with them, they were obliged t6'givd them up thirteen fair Cities which they had 
formerly conquered from the Greek Empire; Yet they hdd the above-named Iflcs confiderably 
longer. This ill=gotten Empire remained in the Pofleffion of the Latins 5*7 Years, viz. rill 1261 



the Greeks. 



The Danes are en- 
riched by a vaft Her 
rin£ Fiihcry on the 
Coait of Scbuien ; 
with Remarks, 



At this Time (fays Arnoldus, the Continuator of Helmoldus y s Chronicon Slavorum) the People of 
inmhrk abounded with all 1 fticlies ; ihi Y lffialthy being cloaibedmot only in various Sorts of Scarlet 
t>alfo in Purple and fine Linen ; [« nunc" '(fcys^he) " non foiuniScarlatico vario Grifio, fed etiam 
Purpura et ByiTo ihduuritur w ] " occafidtted*? (fays he) « by the Fifhery of Herrings which? is 
annually praftifed on the Cbaft of Scbbneh whither Traders- of all Nations referring,, <brirtg 
4t with them. Gold, Silver, and other pfecibtis Commodities;, for purchaline: Herrines of the 
« Danes." • B B 



cc 



cc 



& If all' Nations came hither for the Pbrehafe'bf Hearings 



Way 



them with Salt, for .their Pfefervation» • homeward 5 alt ho*:. perhaps not quite 



Method' found out by • th£>NetbfrldH<ters*\n the next Century 
We hear nothing- in our Days of tliis ^ifliery on • the Scbonen Goafly the great Shoal of Her 



Lynn in Norfolk 

made a free Burgh. 



rings having 
to remain-. Scbor 
The fame Year 



Denmark, 



(5*P Joanriis): the Towii^of now natadd Lynn y in Norfolk),:- being, the 
jedt to, or undefi the Lordftiip of the Biflibps- of Norwich* and of William Earl of Arum 
his Heirs, King John grants to thofe two : Lords, tliat Lenn fliall for ever after be a free . 
and enjdy all the Rights belonging thereto : But rio v Mention is therein made of vl' Merchant 
Aor of Freedom from Tolls. 



The Cfty of Jtnfler- It is worthy of Oblervation dlf&, that at this Time, where the famous City of Amfterdani now 
Original. is fituated, there was nbthihg 'but a fmall Cattle, -named Amjlel, from the River oh which it 

flood. It feems Gilbert * ^-*.~c 2* u ^u*. n^^i -c ^--^^^» — 1 — =* J ----- 



Fifliery. 
Brid 
whic 



Gaftlei who carried 5 oti forrie fmall- Trade with their Neighbours by Mean& of their 
By their Ihduftry they* grew in* Pf beefs of Tiitie tb be a cbrifidcrable town^ with 
tcs and Sewers ; and thereupon the- Wbrd Dam [i. e. : Dyke} was fuperadded! to its Name; 
:h it holds : to this J^scf, viz. Amftelddm^ \Khieh we cdrruptly call Amftcrdam* ■ ' 



203 



1204 



I2Q4 




205 



- X> & T H E \ O R 1 G I N :0 F: r €2 & M M K> C>iEi* ©A * tffi$ 

IBl tiik bandied Sue* 1 * Kfag of* Norway* who/ beiiig a wile dnd prudent P/nide, gave great AW^^raTp C: 
.Ericduragement;to^Gommerce y hebeftowed many Privileges, on foreigirMercliancs trading to his raa * m ^ ohtmercei 

n:. < p..£i. : -i 11 v/r. — richirig i his Gountry* And this (according 'to $Verden- 

_ reatuMeans df¥aGiHtaririg*artd« cementing the Leagufe oT 
the ^^-jTowhs ;: which iucceeding.. Kings-* of - 'Norway* ..inilike Manner;* favoured; and en-* 
cburaged; t ;Tfius-a Gountr y, likeiV2m>tf)ty naturally poor? andr barren, may, by& diligent Appli- 
cation to Commerce, make a greater Figure in the World than many naturally richier Countries 
neglecting thai.falutaiyMcahsrfor their Trofperity* . i 

TheFraffl&^ord-Ptff^^ The firft Council of 

ih the,Reign of King jT^n ; " before thefixth Yfcar of whofe Reign," (according to Sit Robert Cotton) p £^^^^ 
« viz. bbfore.Anno 1205, we fearch- Records in vain for. any Council lb called; He firft ufed-the Barons j?"*™ Conqucft* 
« Cburifels and Cohfentinithis-6th Year of his Reign-, Being, the firft'Summons in the Rcbords f[trac~ with Remarks, 
« tatufi de magnis et arduis Negotirs' 9 '] (i. e. toitreat or advife concerning great and arduous Affairs i) it being 
concerning a War of Defence againft the French. And that the Commons were admitted at this 
Time may be fairly gathered from die Ordinance. But before the Commons of England were re- ]* a 5 0 " s of fyghnJ 
gularly reprefented in Parliament, as atprefent, the Perfons who met in this Reign and the next, cpu^^wlLto 
to grant Taxes and make Laws, were only the Bijhops* Abbots* Barons, and other Tenants of the mcnt ' 
Crown by. Knights-Service; " . Archiepifcopi* Epifcopi* Abbatcs* Prior es* Comites** Bar ones* et or.t~ 
" nes alii de Regno nojtro Anglian qui de nobis tenent in Gapite" [fays King Henry III/ folate as the 
19th Year of his Reign, in his Summons to Parliament.] 

* c King William the Conqueror, for fupplying his Occafioris, having fhared out the conquered 
cc SdXons Lands amongft his Followers," [in the Manner we have already defcribed] ec hyJ&iighfs- 
" Fees ; and admitted' them to infeof thtiir Followers with fuch Parts as they pleafed of their own 
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Proportions.; the Money arid Provifions were by-Hydage afleflcd on the common People, at 



* c the Content of their Lords, who* held in all their m Seigniories fuch Right of Regality, and 
ec proved afterwards fo great a Curb and Reftraint of Power on the Kings, that nothing fell more 
" into the Care of fiicceeding Kings than to retrench this Ariftocracy, that was like, in Time, to 
cc ftrangle the Monarchy. Yet none atftually attempted it openly, (though all the preceding 
cc Kings forefaw it) till King John* though . raftily. There needed not, before this, any Care to 
€C advife with the Commons- in public Afiemblies firice every Man in England* by Tenure* held 
cc himfelf to his great Lord's Will, in whofe Aflent his dependent Tenant's Confent was included." 

(Cbttoni pdfthumd* P. 14* 15.) 

Although thefe Remarks of our. learned Antiquary may not feem to -have any immediate 
Relation to commercial Hiftory, yet as tliey clearly explain the Nature of our then Cohiftituticm, 
^jfuch as it was] as well as the Rife-or Occifion of the Wars between this King and his Succeflbr 
oh one Side, and the Barons of England oh the other Side, the Iflue whereof was properly the 
yEra of the Peoples Freedom, me* the ligning and confirming of *thfc Great Charter of our Li- 
berties, (called in Latiti* .Magna Chartd) and as Liberty is, in a Manner, the natural Parent of 
Commerce, we can fcarcely deem this aDigreflion from, our main Subje£b. 

In this fame Yeair 1205, King John granted by Charter a.Merchatit-Guild to Aitdover in Hamp- Andwer im<fc a 

cc Guild 
Anntim 11 89 

Thus ' did King. John* by ereaing T of lb many .Corporation-Towns, eftablifh a new* certain, and The multiplying of 
coniiderable Revenue to the Crown by the Feefarm Rents, which he, by their Charters, obliged Corporation-Towns 
themto pay! Thofe Towns- who. Jiaidr fuch Fee jfdrms ^ were more pecuHarly ftiled the Kings &owns ; ™JqSH6«S^ 
arid :theyj thus ehjoying^at much -greater Share of Independency than they thad before they were in- but prbved anE^ 
cbrporatedy were, dpubtlefsi the more encouraged to cultivate their Trades and Bulineis, and to couragemeht to In* 
lay a better: Foundation for future Commerce. * duftry and Trade. 

; KmgvJbM of En^ of the Exchequer, Chip: xxxiii. FoL 686.] allows Oaily Allowance for 

to Stepbenide tfuniehamt on* Mark {or 13 sh^d^ per Day^ for theCuftodyof his Majefty's Niece. ^^tfbnlTL^ 
This, jprdbably* was ^as^ much JMpney for 'her daily. Allowance as at leaft ten Times as much in j aH£ /' s Niece* 
modern Times. 

(Ghap-^ xiii. P- 32:4:) acquaints us* That in the 6th Grimjby % a Town of 
Town of Grimjby in Lincoln/hire (now commonly termed confidcrable Trade. 



1 tnis fame rear 1205, ^ng jam granted oy cnarter a wKrcvanr-ixUtia to smaover in tiamp- Andovcr mad 
, " with like Freedom from Tolls, Gfo as his Burgefles o&Winchefter ehjo^, who, are of thefr«#«vk 
ruild of Merchants/:? Yet Mr. Madox Jiasi given this Town a ^Charter pribr to ' this* Vide <r 

tint 1180. - j .'-•?.- r * • ^ ^ * %/w i "* » J * 



^Mhf Madox, 'in Kis Hifiosy of^he Exchequer* 
Pear cqf riKing tyobn* 2QAnno- tit 205) -the. Towr 
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Year 

Great Grimjby ) was a Place of considerable Trade. 

The ^o^n*b£^Zirickzee^.z\U thfe Ifle ofsSchowuoeti* (one of 'the Ifles of the Province of Zeeland in The Town of Z/- 
the Netherlands) was a^Port-of Gomhl^rcri & early as this Time,' as is teftified by the old Grande™*?" 9 * n Z getatt /» 
Chrgniqu^delaHoffaf^e*^ &c, -which fays^ That^the People of this Town began to build SSVinT«^ 

large linerfcantile Shippings - and to traded witli therh into all^Parts, both foutKward and- northward, and Shipping, 
about x tlierfieginnlng^o^ this .Century^ ^inforhuch' that they became very famous for their Com- 
merce. 4 * J-* • .4 j - • ' • lSi»J . * * •••■*.* 1 



firid 



ever, 



and Genoa were extremely hot about this Time ; fd that we tfwA* and Genoa* 
6nquerea : tKe fineKlfle;6f Gnndia 1 from the former, Jwhich^ how- ^^S^TS 
again ; ThisrfierceGcmterifion'forthfc^^c Sovereignty m h£r. Wl1 °* 

arid wjas frequently re- 




of the MediicrraneartrSefobetwcen xho»fe» two Republics ' laftedchiany; Years, 1 ai 

newid.* '3?hey were^both indebdi at tliis Time^ and 16ng< -afteri very pbtei 

Mediterranean — ^ =-»--' ^ ^ — ^- ^ ^.j.^^^j ^--^ 



pbtent at Sea; and in the 



fcitlieP bfi fehem 

FigD 

Vanities 



, more ^ipeciallyi 'there ^tals none that ^cduld jpfctcnd futcelsfully to cbntend with 
n : ForJthoiiglv Pifa"h£i formerly been the' Rival of Genoa* arid ftill made n good 



•'igd&V : y£v It wds by • this Time itbri'fiderably declined^ and was become merely an Auxiliary to 
^//^againft Gefioiz. Itx the Yeat-^2^ ^Venice was greatly ihcenfed againft Genoa, for fomenting 




in their great comhiercial Privileges in 
to conquer that fair Ifle from Tan- 



their Commerce-art the Levant declining, by the vaft In- 
creafe of that^ofi/^w/ci? i Sb ithat J t his ^VfctfV which- \Vlth v 'many Intervals;, lafted near 200 Years, 

mayjjuftlyibe tdrmcfd- a commercial onel* 



• 9 



•4 
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AND 



HRONOLOG 



AL DEDUCTION BoorIH 



London** firft free 

Charter for electing 
their own Magis- 
trates. 



The City of London may, in lbme Meafure, be faid to have been firft made a free City by KW 
John, in the 9th Year of; his Reign, Anno iao8, by his ncwCharter y whereby they .now firft had 
.Liberty " to choofc a Mayor out of their own Body annually, (which'Office till nowwaaifor 
« Life-,) toelcdt and remove their Sheriffs at Plcafure, and^theirCommon-Gouncjl-.MeniannuaUy, 
" as at prefent." This was much for Kingjto/;w*s Credit with the Londoners:* and' had his Gdnduft 
in other relpefts been anfwerable thereunto, it would have been greatly ferviccable* to him in his 
Wars with his Barons. ** ' . • * •* • _ . 



Yarmouth's beneficial 
Charter. 



r, King John grants a Charter to iiis B 
Norfolk* He calls them his Burgcfjt 



r," (fays Dr. Brady* fo often quoted) 
c4 becaufe that Town was an "ancient Demefne of die Crown, even fo long as.before the,Conquefir, 
" and paid Tolls, Cuftoms, Duties, 65V. till jiow, to the King"] — " That they Ihould thence- 
ci forth hold their Town in Fee-farm* i. e. lhould" [in Lieu of all the various Tolls and Duties in 
than Charter named, and which he thereby for ever remitted] ct pay yearly hereafter a Fee-farm 
e * Rent of 55 1, by the Hands of their Mayor to be paid." [In like Sort we find, in Skene's Ex- 
pofition of the Terms of the Scotiffj Law-Book, called Regiam Majcjlatem* that the. Bailies, or Al- 
dermen of Burghs in Scotland* accounted yearly to the King's Exchequer there for their Burgh- 
Mailes* (i. e- Rents) as a Part of their Kings annexed Property, which anfwers to the Englifli 
Fee-farm Rents in Towns, as already noted.] " Hereby alfo they were difcharged from paying 
Tolls at Bridges, on Rivers, and in all the Havens of the Kingdom, 6?V. ftill with a Salvo to 



cc 



cc 



The KIciHon of the 

German Emperors 

fixed, as at preterit. 



the Privileges of the City of London— They were alfo to have a Afercbant-Gwld'—Mig 
cheir own Lands, Goods, 6tV. recover Debts, &?, 
Burgh of Oxou, 



' ~ o — 

Mayor [Pra^pqfitns'] out of 



31 



Straeifund founded. 



Lubeck burnt. 



Venice draws the Silk 



9 o _ _ x IV. the Dyet of the German. Empire 

finally fixed and fettled the future Ele&ion of their Emperors in Manner following To be in 
feven Eledtors, of whom three were to be jfpirittial ones, (being the lame as at prelent) and four of 
the prefent temporal ones, w. the Electors of Palatine* Saxony* Brandcnburgh* and Bohemia. It is 
almoft needlefs to add, that in the XVIIth Century, (though on different Occafions, and at different 
Times) thofe of Bavaria arid, Brunfwic were added-, fo that the Electors areat prefent nine in Number. 

According to IVerdenhagen? the City of Straelfnnd in Romerania was founded by Jarimar* [Gcr- 
niarusl Prince of Ritgen ; fundry Merchants, 6?c. coming thither to inhabit, upon the Ruin of Julin* 
which lay oppofite to it on the Ifie of IVallin. Yet fo vague and various are the Accounts of thofe 
dark Ages, that others write Straelfnnd was founded in 12.10* by King TValdenfar II.. of De?nnark. 

In the Came Year, (lays the anonymous Author of Chronica Slavica* publilhed by Lindenbtoghis 
of Hambro 9 already quoted) the City of Lubeck was intirely confumed by Fire, excepting- only five 
Houfes ; from which Accident.the Street in that City, ftill called the Street of five Houfes i took its 
Name. Ourfaid Author, in this fame* Year, mnb$$ JVfl&mM* Duke of Slefiviek^ Brother to. the 
King of Denmark* take the faid City of Lufaffo which (according to him) was thenceforward tri- 
butary to &enma?-k for almoft thirty-^ferefe 'Years* But we know not well how make this Duke 
Waldemar Brother to King Waldeinar II. . who lived at thc'lame Time* / . ♦ 1 

About this Time* and^cyen whilft at cruel War vAth.Genoa* the. State of Venice found Means 



I2o 9 




9 1 



Inland^ Silver Coins- *"* As wehave fufficientty proved in our Introdurffcibn, thatihe SilverM^ 

* made the fame as in Scotland 
England* 




Century, that the 

we find, under this Year 12 10, in Sir Jt 
that King John caufed the Irijb Money 
Pence and Earthings to be'ftamped round*; 'and that, the Ufe of. this. Money 
or reciprocal to all, . both in. England and Ireland* and thetMoney of . both Kin< 
differently into his Treafury. _ . 

In : this lame* Year, . King 



1 



» fqueezed lb. great a .Sum 'as 140,000*/- frjdm ;t*Ke AbbiesiandMo- 
"Writers anioh&ft them make him ias- blade, as 



draw him. 



• • r 
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King ^oAtf 'treats the 
Jeuot cruelly; and 
forces a great Sunt 

from them* 



John* idefigning to. raife an:Army for the Deft 



Jews in England pay . the Expence thereof. ; That wretched. People were iibw feized on all over the 
Kinffdom^ and iCruellvittreated, .till ithey- would rahfom « themlelves- \\vMr/iham* A Jefaof Briftol 



fufirig ,torranfbm/;himfelfi-'King John. bordered he jhbuld.Iofc.a Toot\\ 



— - r j + 

King Johh 



thoufand ' Marks;;irbur, .after Iolingj/^w^:Teerli,chte j 

r. rruled in all from the "lews about 60*000 Marks 



London Cndge built 
of Stone, as it ap- 
pears at this Duy. 



Money. * * ' s " s 

All our: Hiftoriaris agrees .that. therahad:been:a;Bridge^ t^ThamesCttom 
Southward even fo,early:as. 



- % 




It had. been rebuilt, of 



Timber 

Bridges 

erected the firft arched-Bridge bfii 

afterwards named Bow* from thai 

In her Son, King Henry IPs,' Reign, ylnno .it yb* it was cleterminea m. erect » a iu«c 

but it was .not^finiflietl till the Year iat&> as it f now. appeals, excepting 



Row. 



Kiver-i 



1212 



ImpcrUI Cities* /e- 
vcml erecteJ xit this 

Time. 

tf**xeiiflle upon Tytte 

iijc rr orated. 



Bridge crofs the Thames 
the late new Improvements of it. _ 



1 « 



t • 



trie,- imperial Cities .bggan. : tb be mdre/f^queotly ieredtcdvi Caccorfling to 

Batav6rum-,\xfeu Notiiomagum. Anifieledamiy. ^;/«o,.i.645,f;in ,'4to; 'P-.^-J 
ly by tfie Km^ton^rederick ll. Miptegitetf.und JixrU&hapelkih&np-Q't. tliafoNumb' - 
In the Year 121 3, king John incorporated the Town of^Jf&faJlMwvi Tjnti ■!. _ 
the honeft Men of Ne&cajtle, and their Heirs, his. faid Town, with nil the Appurtenances, to 
Be-farm for 1 00 /. yearly faviiig to the King the Rents, Prices, and Aflizes in the Port thereof. 




rants 



1212 

to 
1249 
1213 



( 



m # 
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« xH«?SHo grants and 1 confirms to them no Shillings,. and. 6,Perice Rent.in die /aid.Tqwji*. which 
2l3 i|«*Kiy^^ to be divided amongftfuch of. thc-TPownfmen 




Or Tlic AloguIlj«»t % or 
'artur, Prince 



G6engii-Can the Great, die JHrft Emperor,' or Prince of the Moguls and Tartars* (though not as yet ^ i , 

krioWri By the latter Name) overman 7 , ilmoft all^*, from Syri* in the Weft ooCKm eiilhvard/'^ 
arid/;(aS 4 it J is laid) from' 'the northern Shores of Rajfta to the Ibuthern Indian Ocean. He began qut "* 1 
his Reign ^//w 1201, .and died Anno 1226: Yet Voltaire, in his Genei'al Hijtory of Europe^ makes 
him engaged in thrift Irruptions* fo late as the Year .1244, when he makes the Chorajinins to be 
driven* out of thtfir Country by thole Tartars, dec. .Monf. Petis de la Croix, Senior Secretary and 
Interpreter for die oriental Languages to King Louis XIV. of France, has written this Tartar 
Prince's Hiftory, cqltedtfcd from leveral oriental Authors and European Travellers which Work 
was* printed in Erigli/b, in an 8vo. Volume, Anno 1722. In thele Expeditions, Gbengis-Can be- Gm&aM the fame n 
fieged and took the City of Ganbalik, (now Peking) Anno 1213-, whereby he became Matter ofPc**»g~ the Capital 
the North Part of China, or Cathay and his Generals, two Years aftei\ conquered the reft of tm P ,rt » f 
that Country and of Coreq. There wei*e, it feems, great and populous Cities in Tartary in chofe 
Times: Cajchgar^' the Metropolis of- Turfcuejlan, in the North Latitude of 44 Degrees, had 100 
Mqlijiies-iri. it* Marco Paid, of Venice, Who was in it, Ipeaks of its Grandeur. Samarcand ftands Stm .rcMt* 9 * andent 
in : 4d Degrees of North Latitude, in the jmcient Sbgdiana the Province itfclf, and the River that Grandeur, and Com- 
waters the City, being at this Day called Sogde, which River falls into the Cafpian Sea. ^wi»r^;/i/, raercewUh/, ^ v ' >6:c * 
the Capital of the Country of Care/in, or Tr'anfoxiana (the Mar acandis of Pliny * &c.) was then a great 
City, being about three French Leagues [/. nine Englijb MilesJ in Circumference. It had been 
very, famous in the Time of Alexander the Great, arid had air this Time twelve Gates of Iron. It 
had alfb fine leaden' Pipes bringing Water into every Street, and into the principal Houles thereof^ 
alfo fine Cafcades, Gardens, £5? c. It was the Seat of Empire of the famous Timitrbeck or Tamer- 
lane*, arid Samarcand having been enlarged and adorned by two iuch mighty Conquerors, there 
appear* c (as it is laid') even at this Day, great Marks of its ancient Grandeur, fo as to be ftill 
cdfifidcrablc for tlie ! Beauty of its public Buildings. arid Market-places, as well as on account of its 
Commerce with Great^Tartary, Part of Rxtffid, India,' and Perjia % whence they bring all Sorts of 
Merchandize, furnifliing Indojtah "with the beft Fruits, both green and dried; — They alfo make 
Silk-paper at Samarcand^ the fineft in the World- The T urkijh Letter to die French King, Anno 

from the King, of Perjia, was written on this Sort of Paper. At Samarcand, Tamerlane 
ereiled an Academy of Sciences, which is laid to exift ftill. But there is luch a romantic exagge-. 
rating Difpofition ' in moft French Authors, when treating of fuch Matters which are at a great 
Diftance from us, and elpecially in writing on oriental Countries, that Grains of Allowance may 

be reafonably made in reading their Accounts. This City is at prelent fubyeft to an TJjbech Prince, <fartary now divided 
much inferior to .his PredeceHors id Point of Power, as indeed are all the ether Princes of Tartary ; i nto a g tcat Number 
that Country, as far as we Know 6f it, 'being at prefent divided into a vaft Number of fmall of petty PrincipaH- 
Prihcipalities. " es - 

Bochara alfo was a great City of. Taftayy at this Time ; and there was then* as well as fince* aBocbar, a great City 
corifiderable Commerce, 7 between thefe arid other Tartar Cities, with the Eaft-Indies, in Jewels, ofTartaty, and its 
Cotton Cloths, Silks, &f c. and the Traders travelled in great Companies, called Caravans then Commcrcc with y ^ 
and now; but moft of the »rcat Caravan/eras, or greatlrins for the Caravans* are of about 200 

er Date, beiri£; r fifft ercdted'by Tamei-larie* 



Years later 



O/JY/raHb, (which our Author calls AUrcondc ^ s aifo %vas Qtmr* 



in his Margent) in the ancient Mogolijtah, was at this Time a PJace of great Trade, wherein were 
many Men of great Abilities and Skill in Traffic. 

In this lame Year 12 13, King Philip Juguftus of Prance, provoked at the Earl of Flanders* $ fa- a great French Fleet 
vouringKing John of England^ whole Kingdom he had Thoughts of conquering, lent his Fleet to dcUmyed by chat of 
the Coaft of Flanders, whilft he marched huYifclf with his Arniy to attack that Earl by Land : But £/I ^ /W - 
King John lent out. his Fleet, commanded by the Earl of Salifbury, who, near the Port of Sluysj 
furprized the French Fleet in fuch fort, that the Englijb took 300 of their Ships, funk ioo, and 
the Frejicb let fire to the Remainder-, which put an End to all the French King's towering: 



Schemes. 



Yet the 
latter called 



In this fiime Year, the better to fpur on the Germans in Livonia for their eradicating of Paganifm The Order of Po-t- 
(ftill too Itrongfor them) in that Country, Pope Innocent III. inftituted a new military Order in gfatees infttcutcd ii» 
Livonia* termed in Latin, Enfiferes, or Fratres Gladiferi,. i. e. Sword-Bearers ; but in the Ger- u ™ nut * 
man and French Languages of thofe Times, it was called the Order of Portglaives : " " * 
Pagans in Livonia, heverthelels, prdying ftill too ftrong for the Chriftians there, the lai 
in the German Knights of St. Mary of jertifalem from Pruffia to aid them, Anno 1228, who foon 
fwallowed up the other Order, and gradually chriftianized all Livonia j for which Service they paid 
themfelves very well, by becoming abfohite Matters of fo fine a Country! The Order of the laid 
Knights Port-glaives having united themfelves to the T mtonic Order* their Name was thereby 
afterwards loft : Yet Fuller fays, that the German Knights of St. Mary did not go from Palejline 
janto Prujfia till the Year 1 239, under Hermanus de Saltza, their fourth Mafter^ the differing Dates 
ot which Occurrences not being now material 
Th - 

nue oi 

their 1 

Cuftaiti on the Safe' of 1 Goods was four De triers per Florin* i \ e* one fixth Part. cc But/* (fays 
De Maillyjf ** after the Genpefe applied themfelves more to Commerce than to Arms, their Duties 
** w ljttpofitiqns were <pnfide^ And yet the Republic was much more powerful in 

t!ioie*p.iys wi th a it is now witli a greater." 




with 



jo6 
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\yith lefs Commerce, was 
in after Times. And 



Values of their Coins then and riozv. 



III. I'fuipe£t that * he had not, perhaps,, clearly confidered the-different 



JW^ becomes a Various had been the Fortune ? of the nobld'City of Hamburg till. thg':Year .121.5 ; Frpm"^ich| 
free imperial City. -32ra, according to their Hiftoriographer the learned Lambectus,, (in his^prig^.Hamiurgenfes^ 

_ % . ■ ^Claim'lpf 

jedfc to the Emperors, and to their own AVchbifhbp ; next,,, to the potent pukes ,o£. Saxony f £ /and 
thirdly, to the Earls of Ho0ebi, then more commonly- fliiied.Earls of ' Schi^penbjiig. . From) ~thisdaft 
• named Family it was taken by King JVdldemar EL of Denmark ; whereupon, , the EmperorjO^ 
IV. coming with an Army before this City, the' People with Joy received J mm for their itnmedi^te 
Lord, and the Reftorer of their Liberties, by giving their Iblemn Oaths to 'the-JBan^ 
pire, to whom, without any intermediate Sovereign, they vowed perpetual Fidelity.. . /Andluppn 
this Principle it was, that, 300 Years after, the Dyet of Augjburg, Anuo.isxp, by v an,Xjti)pei;iai 
Decree, declared the City of Hamburg to be a free City of the Empire, to the noXrnall MorjcificatiQn 
of the then Danijh Court, which has ever fince kept up its 'Pretenfions to ,the. Sovereignty,.* or at 
leaft Superiority, over that City. Yet even after this Time, we fhall And\Hambttrg difturbed.in 
its Freedom by various Potentates. 1 
Popery, in it* moll We cannot think it a wide Digreffion in this Place to remark, that, in ^ this feme Tfcar,' tlie 
abfurd Tenets, tri- Council of Lateran eftablifhed, I. Tranfttbftatiliation as a Pqint of Faith. 11. The Nec^flity. of 
umpiiant, and lob- yj ur } CH i ar Confejfion. III. The fbvereign Supremacy of thcPofie above *// Perfons, whether K^ngs 
arlTcommercc! 1 ^ or Emperors. IV. The Haft was ordered to "Jbfc kept in a Box, arid to be cameel in Solemnky^.to 

fick Perfons, with the ringing of a Bell in the Streets through, which thqy.pafied with it. . .^TVJiat 
horrible Mifchiefs, what Perlecutions, what. 0bftru£tions to the Peace and Commerce of the World 
have not thofe wild and wicked Tenets occafioncd to Mankind ! 



Libw i.) the Hat 
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An Account front 

Magna Cb rta of 



King John's Wars with his Barons brought him, in the End, Anno 1 2 1 5, ; to fuch an Accom- 
modation with them, as obliged him to fign the famous and' well-known Magna Charta* or'{2reat 
what relates to Mcr- Charter of Privileges of the People of England, or rather indeed , of the Barons, ;thc Ciergy;.. and .the 
chants - Free Burghs ; for the Bulk of the People, u e. the Commonalty, were ftill in a fervile Condition 5 

one Article of which, viz. the XLVIHth, is 4 to the following Effc£t : I. That, all Merchants 
<c fhall have fafe Condu6t to go out of, or cqmeirito England, and to ftaytherei— IL To pais ei- 



ther by Land or Water. — III. To buy and fell by the ancient and allqwed Cuftoms,i. without 
any EviUtolts, (an undue or extravagant Tax, bemg fonietiines called Male r tqlte, or M^le^tent) 
€c except in Time of War, or when they fliall happen to be of any Nation at Vtfar with us." . •/ 
My Lord Chief Juftice Coke, in his Comment on Magna $harta+ (Cap: xxx.) thinks, that by 
the Word Mercatores was folely meant Merchant-Strangers, " b.ecaulb there were, at that ' itime, 



fcarcely any Engli/h who had any Concern in foreign Trade. This is probably true with regard to 



• ♦ 



this XLVIIKh Article : But in that confirmed by King John's Son, Henry III- and ratified fc>y 
what is called the Provifions of Oxford by Parliament, Atiw'iitfi* there is this lame XLVIHth 
Article, and alfo the following 'XLIXth, viz. 

" And if there fliall be found any fuch {i. Merchants] .in our Land, in; the Beginning of a 
tc War, they ihall be attached, without Damage to t^ 

" unto us, or to our Chief Jufticiary, how our Mer"chants y '[I^ercaiores *terrai no]lr<e] be .treated in 
<c the Nation at War with us : And if ours be fiife there, they- fhall belafe.in.qur ^Laiid." 

By this laft Article it is. plain, that, ih 1258, there were*, fome Engtiflimen who had foreign 
Commerce. And it feems probable, (as will afib appear : in. its .Hace) that the Year 1248 was the 
Time that a Society of our own People firft commenced a fqr^ighTxade witli put fi^ool, %tn 9 Lead, 
and Leather, which before was altogether exported by foreign ; Mercftants*.\^^ Merchants- 

Strangers in the Law Books. # • 

This Claufc, in Behalf of foreign Merchants, was probably inferted, becaule,..by former Ordi- 
nances of our Kings, Merchants-Strangers were prohibited. from coming into England, except, in 
Time of our public Fairs ; and even then they were obliged to leave the Kingdom in forty Days 
Time, for preventing their interfering with our own Retail-Traders, ever jealous of all .Fo- 
reigners. 

In the Confufions of thole Wars between King John and his Barons, which ended this Year, 
Ca:nbden, in' his Remains, fays, <c There is a Tradition, that tkey ftamped Leather Money : 
ct Yet (fays he) I never faw any of them. But we have feen Money made by the Hollanders of 
ct Pajleboard, Anno 1574. — Amongfl: the old Romans there w;as Corium Forma publica percujfiim, or 
cc ftampt Leather, mentioned by Seneca 5 and the like at the Siege of Milain by the Emperor Fre*- 

« derickU. 

This firft Magna Charta was figncd in Runny-Mead, near the Town of Egham m Surry. The 
Norman Race of Kings having, till now, governed the.Pebpie of England-moftly in an arbitrary 
Manner, this Charter (though immediately broke through liy King John) has ever fince been 
"juftly deemed the Foundation of the Liberties of the People of England-, on which Denham, in 

liis Cooper's Hill, obferves, 

<c Here was that Charter leaFd, wherein the Crown: 



" All Marks of arbitrary Power lays down : 
" Tyrant and Slave, thofe Names of Hate and Fear, 
" The happier Stile of King and SubjeSl bear." 



His Son, King Henry III 
France, was- obliged to fign 

_ ^ mm _ 4 ■ . ^ • * ? 




, for the Sake of obtaining a large S'ubfidy to cari^ ; on his W«^r againft 
a frefli Magna Charta, Anno 1225, wliidh he kejityery ill 5 ye t he was 
Anno 1258, as aboVe: Neither IVavd 1 the People of England ever loft 



Thfe fame Year is j by fome, afllgned 



11 I 



their Contjuelto in 




The Teutonic Knights ' -,#■-» 

of the Crofs begin na med the German of Teutonic^ Kiiights 

ot Prziffia, in th6fe Times deemed d Part of the Uefmitn 1 pttrpmi under l-rctence or con^ei;cing 
the Prdfftdhs r (who till now were Pagan) to Chriftianiiy, aVtI?eir C6uritrymen had Befori begun. 1:0 
do in Livonid. * Oh this Subject, the grand Pehfionary, TSo JVitt, ih his judicious Trcatife of, the 



OiF. T0E ORIGIN O >F -it -O <M >'M E R r C'E; - &c: 
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A.O- \Intcr.cft of Holland,, (PartL Chap 
iai5 L ct ^er .Ereteticc.pf rcducing the 1 

«- onlyof barrph Pamerania\and 
£ f jqy ? but of . .rich Pruffia and 

• 6 S&VP n i!ft p£ ali thofe- 
"** which Conveniencies 




% - 
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Te -which fall into die. Sea out offruitfol^ 
ies, the Cities which lay neareft to the*Sea> began "-to- ; fetch 
«* "and un>vrqught Goods, and to carry ithern to the .Netherlands, England,- Spain* and France % 
" likcwile, from thence to and fro, to export and.import alii the Goods tha^ were-eitlier fuperfluoui 
tc pr wanting, which gave Rife to the.ife/^-Towns."- 

Hither the Germans lent many Colonies, and with diem many Soldiers, as well as. Monks, for 
their Con verfion - 9 having, Anna 1212, obtained a. Grant, thereof, from the Emperor Frederick "IF. 
and from Pope Innocent III. (all Honours, Rights, and Prerogatives, in thole Times, centering in 
thole two Powers) to hold the Country as a Fief of - the Empire, The chriftianizing of the Goun r 
tries of Pruffia and Livonia produced a Kind of fecond Holy-war -: For through all'Gmj/tfwythc 
Banner of the Crofs was dilplayed ; whereby Princes, Nobles; Biihops, &Ci 'aflehnbled* and 
marched thither, building many Caftles ; one in particular on a Hill, named Korinigsbtfg, (i. e. 
KingVmoimt) fbon grew up into a great City, now the Capital of Brandeburg'Pfuffia. The 
J^agan Prujftans frequently relapled and revolted , this- obliged tlie German. Knights "often to call in 
the Princes of Germany** Forces to . their Aid. Such Violences held on till toward' the 'Clole of this 



After which, the Order had much 



C s entui;y, when thofe Countries were reduced to Ghriftianity, 
Contention with the Crown of Poland, until in ..thc^XVIth Century, when Poland obliged the lalt 
Kiajler-General of, the Order, Albert Marquis of Brandeburg, - to ^accept of the hereditaiy inheritance 
of. Part of Pruffia, by way of Compcnlation for- yielding the reft, of it to Poland* The Order of 
German Knights Portglaives entered Pruffia Anno 1239, and took Revel and EJlo7iia from the Danes ; 
but after thirty-five Years they united themfelves with the Knights of the Grols, whereby they 
were, jointly rendered able to matter all thofe Countries. 

.Great Multitudes of German Families being tranfplanted into thofe: Countries, the 'Teutonic or rhcCirz/ians greaily 
German Tongue became the generalLanguage there. . Here they built no fewer than fixty-two civilize and improve 
Cities and Towns, as Dantzitf, Koningsberg, Marienburg, Riga, • &c. Places of Fame and Confc- ^^^^'u^m 
quence to this Day, belidcs above feventy Caftles, and! numberlels other private magnificent Edi- Town^° Commerce, 
fices. Here alfo they introduced Arts, Sciences, Manufadtures, and naval Commerce, where shipping, fcfr. 
before there was nothing but Rudenefs andBanbarifiiu, From thence commencing*' a great Trade 
for naval Stores, with which (viz. Timber* Iron, T^ar* Pitch* Gocdagej, &*c.) tliofe Countries 
ha.ve always abounded, and with which alfo they iupplied, as; at pfeferit, the greateft Part of 
Europe,. ..Their vaft Plenty of excellent Timber enabled them alio to-build many and large Ship - 
ping, not only for their own TJfe, but for thofe alfo of* foreign Nations. The Succefiors of thofe 
German Knights remained Mafters of the laid Countries for 300 Years, though with many Wars 
and much Envy< from their Neighbours ; and probably might have- held their nominally-religious 
Dominion there to this Day, had they not been im'merfed in Luxury, Pride, Tyranny* and other 
Vices, as will partly be Yeen hereafter. , # ' • \ r 

Notwithftanding .of what we haye .related; from Lambecius, under the preceding Year, concern- Ha 
ing Hamburgh's being made a free imperial. City* this- it feems. did riot prevent tnit growing City the 
from being befiegedan this tfear , by King JTaldemar 11. of Berinihrk, which/ after fix Months, ^Jje^ ri ^ to 
was forced to yield to. this tyrannical: and enterprising Prince, who, (according to the laid La'thbe-*™ r c * 
tins) after exereifing his cruel Rage and Refcntment on the Citizen^, fold his whdle Right and 
Property of Hamburgh to Earl Albert of Orlatnund for 700 Marks of- Silver which EainVecitls (in his 
Note) values at 19,200 Marks, Lubeck Money; one of which Markjs,' he fays, is equal to/fixteeri 
half Ounces, or eight Imperials 



mburgb lacked by 
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In this fame Year died John, King;o£ England, his Fever being heightened by eating of Peaches, Peaches, an E 
and drinking of new Ale, or Bracket. Mr. Echard, and molt other Hiftofiaris* agree in the "Word whether ihcrc 
Peaches-, yet it being very doubtful whether these were any Peaches grdwihg in Englirnti Co early as a " y ™ Ei r * fm 



(or even long after) this Time j and as moreover two Hiftorians (Higdeii and' Knighton ) ; wrote 
inftead of Peaches, the latter Fruit was probably written, or copied, by Miftalce; ihftcad of 



Pears 
Pears. 
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fuch Money, in moft ancient Writings, being (tiled Eajlerling Money. He was alfo the fiHfc^ i(-^ jol„ 



King of England that planted Engli/h .Laws and OlHcers in Inland, and who took' the Title of 
Lord of Ireland. He alfo firffc regularly eftabliflied : the Rates of Wtke, Bread, Cloth, &c. gave 
the Privileges to KhtCinque-rports which they have fo long enjoyed * though lbme of ,J tlierri be now 
obfolete; and he was the.firft who appointed thole excellent Forms of civil Government in Eon- 
don, and moft other Cities and Towns, which they enjoy at pfeferit. He alfo' eferfteVj that Part Ireland's Condition, 
of the Provinces of Eeinfter and Manfler in Ireland, which was within the Engli/h Pale; into twelve 
Counties : But the Gonquefl: of Ireland was far from being compteat 1 hitlief £6* ' nor fpr above 300 
Years after. The petty Princes of it, it is true, owned the fuperiof Sovereignty ? o£ it to belong 
to the Kings of England, who had befides planted a fmall Part of the Country' wit h- Eng li/h Peo- 
ple, called the Englifk Pale neverthelefs, its vaflal OPrmces ftill governed thfcir People by their 
ancient barbarous Brehon Law, made their own Magiftrates and Officers, pardoned and pnniflicd 
JVIfilpfaarors within their leveral Countries, made \VaV dihd P^ace with one another, without Cbn- 
trqul, even until] the: Days of QucewEliznbeth. Wexan* therefore- write riotfcihg as yet, nor long 
?\f r fir> of any Commerce, Manufadtures, or Improvetnents, in a Country : 'ftHl *t:o be ftikd 




Rates of Corn and 
Wines during King 
y^n % s Reign. 



the very befl: French Wines at 16s. Sd. [or 80 5. of our Money] ^ Ton. Vide Annum 1202, 
for the like Proportion or Difference of Living then and in our Days, viz. about 5 to 1 . 

Hitherto 
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Hitherto the Norman Kings and People were fo violently zealous for the founding 
Houfcs in England, that from- the Year. 1066. to. this Year 12 16, being but 150 Years 



of religious I A. D. 



Space, tlicre i 2X t 



ith the Rca- were above 550 of them founded, or re-founded, .which was above five Parts in /even of all the 
sued fork, religious Houfes that were in England at their Diflblution, 330 Years after; Some of the Caules 



1217 
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the NormanCan- 

tjueft, wi 

Ions affigacd _ 

of. this fuperftitious Humour (befide the. general Bent of thofe. Ages) were, I. That fuch as had 
vowed to go to the Holy-APar^ then in fo great Efteem, and whbfc Courage or Health afterward 
failed them, believed the founding of one. of thofe religious- Houfes to be a fufficient Atone- 
ment for the Breach of their, Vow. II. Others, returning fafe Home from Palejline, or having 
received fomc remarkable Deliverance there, thought it their Duty to do. the like. III. Some 
alfo really going to the Holy r JVar, being * very uncertain of ever returning, thought to bribe or 
intereft Heaven for their Safety, by lavifhing their Eftates the fame Way. IV. And laftly, the Be- 
lief of Purgatory, and the Opinion of the great Efficacy of the Prayers of the Monks and Nuns, 1 
and alfo of the Intercefiion of Saints in Heaven, were coniiderable Inducements to this Kind of 
Zeal ; yet our Kings and Parliaments at length faw it very necefliiry efleftually to reftrain the Ex- 
travagance of it by Law. Thefe few Remarks concerning our religious Houfes, feem to be all 
that is needful to be laid on that Subjcdt, until we come to their final Diflblution. 
The firft general We are at length come to the Treaties of Peace, Eriendlhip, and Commerce between England 
Treaty of Amhy and and foreign Potentates, as we find them in the twenty Volumes of Rymer's Ftvdera, where, in 
Sn^ rC nd^VpT en Page 223 of VoL L under the TeAr 1217, (the fecond of Hemy IIL then a Minorof twelve Years 
nvayT ^ 1 ° r ~ °f A S e ) we Jiave } he firft Treaty with any Potentate, as far -as appears, either North or Eaft 

from German It is with Haguin, King of Norway, (then a confiderable Monarch) who, by an 
Abbot, applied to our King for a Treaty of Peace, Amity, and Confederacy with him. Henry, 
by his Council, confents thereto, and that both Countries be free for Merchants and others on 
both Sides. 

Prices of Hforfct , Esfc. In the fame Year, (according* to BHhop Fleetwood's Chronicon Preciofum) three good Horfes, 

two Afles, and a new Carr, were valued, or appraifed, at 2/. 10s. (or 7/. ioj. of our Money.) 
From this Appraifement, however, we dare not venture to form any Proportion of the Rate of 
Living then to that of our own Days neither, indeed, can any fuch Proportion be formed with 
reafonable Certainty, without taking in the Prices of Corn, Butcher's Meat* Ale, and Clothings 
though Corn be, of all others, the beft Rule of any one Species whatever. 
Daniflj (hort-lived The great Zeal which the northern Chfiftians teftified againft the Pagans of Poland, and its 1 1219 
Conqucfts in Liy- Neighbourhood, in thefe Times, was not all for nothing 1 it is but too plain, that many of them 1 
ma an Caur an . m eant fomewhat more than purely Religiorii .That potent and enterprizing Prince, King Walde- 

mar II. of Denmark, in the Year 1219, w ^h "a powerful Fleet invaded Livonia, fought with and 
yanquifiied the Pagans there, where he. isJaid to have founded the Towns of Revel and Narva: 
He likewife conquered the Country of Courland, and other Parts, but jfoon loft all again. 
Hanf'-Len&tit, a far- We have, in the preceding Century, under the Years 1*140 and 11 69, given fbme Account of 1 1220 
chcr Enquiry con- the Beginnings of the Hanfe'atis. Confederacy i .yet there are fome Authors, who will have a Sort' 
ccrnmg^s Date, G f CO rnmcrcial Confederacy, t either in tfre/North, or in Germany, to have been even prior to the 
an 1 owcr, xilth Century. Otliers, on the contrary* bring the Commencement of the Hanfe-Leagtte down 

fo late as to the Year 1 22o,_:althbugh, that was, , moifl: probably, either a Renewal of, or elfe a new 
Acceffion of Towns to the firft Confederacy- In Proccfe. of Time, other trading Towns gladly- 
joined in a Confederacy fo* well calculated for the Protection of their Commerce, both by Sea and 
Land, in thofe ruder Times, They became fo confiderable towards theClbfeof this Century, 
and for above three Centuries, after, that all the ncighbouring.Powers not only fought their Friend- 
Ihip, but frcquendy referred their Differences to their Arbitration, and even lbmetimes to the 
lingle City of Lubeck, it being always deemed the principal or firft Member of it. Their naval 
Power became lb confiderable, as frequently to turn the Balance, and adjuft the Quarrels between 
Princes and Kings ; infomuch, that this League, was, for a long Time, efteemed the Guardians 
of the Germanic Tranquillity. 
FrifdantP* vail In- In this fame Year, (according to Ifaacfon*s Chronological Tables) an Inundation in Frifcland 
undation. drowned no fewer than 100,000 People; this Number, however, iecms fomewhat incredible. 

[Vide Annum 1277.] 

CrWsSca-Domi- According to the Champion of Genoa, Baptijl \ Burgus ', Lib. ii. Cap. -4. already quoted, theG/?~ 



tjion farther related, noefe were now again confirmed in their naval Dominion, on the neighbouring Ligttftic Sea, by 

the Emperor Frederic II. and, Anno Z239, they again licence the Citizens of Lucca to navigate 



founded, and held above-men tione 



and trade by Sea ; but even this Liberty was folely to be in Company with the Genoefe Shipping. 
AWa and iW Whether King Waldmar II. of Denmark afirually founded the Towns of Revel and Narva (as 

ntioned) in the Year 1223, or only feized on them, and fortified them, is not very 
by Denmark for 1 24 nl atcrial : Being, on Account of their good Harbours, and commodious Situation, ever fince 
Ycari " efteemed famous for their Commerce in Polijh and Rujftan Merchandize. Both which Towns are 

(aid to have remained under the Dominion of Denmark till the Year 1347* when King Waldmar 
IV. fold them, together with IVefeburg, for 19,000 Marks of Silver, to the Great Mafier of the 
teutonic Order of Marian Knights, who annexed them to the reft of Livonia, (according to Wer- 
denhagen, Vol. i. Pars hi.. Cap. 24.) 
I'rke of Wheat. According toBilhop Fleetwood's Chronicon Preciofum, Wheat was now fo dear as 12 s. per Quar- 

ter, (or 1 /• 1 fix. of our Money) being . Hill cheaper than the modern Prices in the Years of 

Plenty. 

In the Year 1224, King; Henry III. of England having renewed a Treaty with France, he, 
agreeabie to the Cuftbm of that Age* notified the fame to the Bailiffs and Barons of the Cinque- 
Ports, and btiicr Sea-ports, (as in thxz.Fadera, Vol. I. P. 272.) at the fame Time commanding 
them to keep £11 their Ships within their Harbours, ready for his Service, whenever he fhould re- 
quire diem i enjoining theni, moreover* not to permit any Ship laden with Merchandize to lail 
put of their HUrj^b^ and their Ships, till his far- 
ther Pleafure fhoiild be known. 
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Orewell: 



Tdrmouth* IJle of tVight 



Hull was not as yet founded * fo that, uhlefe it was Kihgfton upon Thames* (which is not probable) 
we know not what Town is meant. 

Venice now acquired (as a Gift from Gaio its Lord) the Sovereignty of the fine Me of Cepba- Vf„Ue obtains the 
lohia in the Ionian Sea, which they hold to this Day; though taken, Anno 1479, and for twenty of CiyWo«/<a. 
Years Space held by the T urks ; It abounds with Corn, Wine, and fine Fruits, has many good 
1 Towns, and Home fafe Ports. 

1225I We have fcen how the Daui/h King, Anno 12 16, had befieged and taken the City of Hamburgh* Hamburgh rc-pur- 

and then fold his Right and Property of it to Earl Albert of Or lamund % yet that City found Means «jhafa Indcpen- 
now to re^purchafe their Liberty and Independency of the faid Earl, as Lambecitis relates it, fwl^iSyS 
.1560 Marks of Silver, being 36,000 Maries Lubeck Mbhey 9 [but Meutjius^ in his Hijloria Danica* pCTS 
makes this Count Albert to fell his Right to die Citizens for 1 500 (Setibris) i. e. Half Pounds of Sil- 
ver, which, he lays, was done iri the Year 1228.]' Their jrhore accurate and learned Hiftoriogra- 
pherj Lambecius* hereupon remarks, <c That on this Rfe^purchale of their Independency, it is al- 
<c mbff incredible to think how greatly the City of Hamburgh increafed in a very ftiort Time." So 
powerful are the Influences of Freedom with an induftrious People. 

In the twenty-firffc Head, or Chapter, of that Magna Cbarta y which was figned by King Henry Rates of Carts and 
III- Anno 1225, we have an authentic Voucher for the Rates of Hire for Carts with Hotfes for Horfcs per Day. 
Purveyance, viz. cc No Sheriff, or Bailiff, of ours* % or any other, fhall take the Horfeg' or Carts of 
" any Man to make Carnage, except he', pay the old Price limited, u e. For Carriage with two 
<c Horfes Ten-pence a Day, and. for three Horles Fourtceh-pehce a Day/* 

We have a pregnant Inftance, out of Rymcr*s Fardera* (Vol. I. P. 282) of the great Value of Money's Scarcity, or 
Money in thofe Times. In King Henry III. of England?* Inftruftions to his two Envoys, to the "^ t c Value at 
Eiriperor Frederick It and to the Duke of Auftfia* he therein tells them* " That as rheir 
u long Stay beyond Sea will require great Expences, John de JVobum* Citizen of London* will 
u remit id you (the Bifhob) ftxty Marks** p. e. 120/. of our Sidney] and to you (Nicholas de 
cc % Molts) thirty Mirks* p. e. 06fL of our Money j By the thirtieth' Chapter,* or Head, of King 
Henry Ill's Magna Clarta^ paffi-d this feme Year 1225, " all MRrchah^s-S tracers* coming'into this 
cc Realm, are to be well ufed which Article, I prefume, ^<^£fcded fir dixi tfre barbarous Treat- 



meht of them 6e£br6, complained of By fucH as law the Inconveniency of it. 
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At of the Darids* who frequently excite* other Princes to v oppofe their growing Greatnefs. 
iis £aufc, and alfrf by reaton of the Sea^pyrates then freqbferit on the neighbouring Coafts, thofe 
two Cittes, in this Year, entered ^ into a cldfer"League r fi>r mutual Support and Defence, who were 
foon feconded and joined tif oiher Cities. Thiiarius iifcewile oblerves, « That:* by the Number of 
tBeir Towns, their ?ower, and Wealth,, they increafed fo faft, that in one hundred Years 
Space fchey became molt: flourifliing; arid they remained lb to his Time* (fiib Anno 1572) hav- 
ing bfeen the Erivy cif fe very Potentates, by whofe Bounty they Weiss originally raifed to 
that Height." 

The City of Lubeck* having now expelleVi the Ddnijh Garrifoii and Governor, obtained many Luheric recovers its 

MTllrietVt* Privi1f»or#»<: frrirri rfir* I^rnn^r-rir T+vvA'pirir TT ir\A ir^i -il-i r>1ir cc HTkar nn l^ , ^4rrif^ra^^nrlc rtr Freedom. 



emitienft: Privileges from the Emperor Frederic II. and pardicularly, cc That no Fortifications or 
" Forts IKouId t-iit;.^ aw •.uur ■» - 

w Sea 

« rial tma^e and Arms ctri it, ~&c. For which Qicy were to pay the Emperor fixty Marks of Silver 



^orts IKouId be ereVaed- near tliem : 6n< tfie 5 River Trave* from its Source to its Entrance into the 
tea." The Emperor alfo gave them Liberty c * to coin Money in their City, with the impe- 
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Ifi tHis elevehtK Year of Henry ill. King of England, New Safum, or the prefent City of Salijbury* *™ ««* or the 
ts made a/r« City by that King's Let£ers Patent * and by him beftowed for ever on the ^fl»P*"23JftS*h<?"iini 
Canons, as their proper DemeTries 5 *' and (fays 5^i/y ^ that the Bilhop and his Succeflbrs, r u bj e ato the ffiihops 
f the Nefeellity of Hirhielf, or his Church, might take s» reasonable Tallage or Aid of his Citi- and Canons. 
z6hs,- Whenever the fCirigtf of EngldndH&m reaforiable Tallage oh their own* propef iDemefnes." 
This fhews, that fucW great Lords and Church Communities:, even in th6fe early Tidies, werd 
not abfoliiire and unbounded Sovereigns over fuch Places i ahd that in this, arid other" Iriftances, 
Avhich might eaiiiy be' produced; tliey fdurid themfelves obligedi in the Taxes they raifed on 



their Vaflals, to proportion the- fame to thofe railed on the King's own VaiTals, as. indeed, the 
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and independent State of becoming »" d » vhen Cities ani 
* -. as ai£ the Uke fioirhet is found JS^tLffc 



Ki Wy&emfitf BiirgK^ that' is to fay* fuSjffi id the Kstig alone. HoW tlieiV ptefeftt Freedom was 
Vol. I. F f obtained, 
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obtained, (we fay) is not in all Refpedts, at this Diftancc of Time, lb eafy to trace as ibme may 
imagine. Poffibly fevcral of them might purchafe their Freedom. In others, their fuperior 
Lords, by Rebellions and Felonies, might, and adtually did, forfeit their Rights to the Crown. 
There might alfo be certain other Ways of their becoming free, r 



A. IX j 



needlefs here to enlarge on. 



Their firfl: Step towards Freedom, doubtlcfe was, (as already obicrved) that the Kings, and alio 
the Lords and eccleJiaftical Communities, did, in l^rocefs of Time, lay a certain annual Rent, 



I 



called a Fee-farm Rent, (as already noted) on their refpc<Etive Towns, in lieu of and lefs than, 
ift, The refpc£tive arbitrary Tolls andCuftoms for Goods bought and fold m Markets and Fairs. 
2dly, Pontage j a Payment for patting over Bridges. 3^1y> Paffagc > the like for going through 
Gates, ££?<:. 4thly, Paiage y or Paiagium^ not now well underftood. 5thly, Left age % Liberty to 
carry their Goods up and down in Fairs and Markets wherever they pleafed. 6thly, Stallage ; a 
Payment for a Stall, or a Right to have one in Fairs and Markets. 7thly, Carriage ; not now cer- 
tainly known what was meant by it, £s?c. This brought thofe Towns to a Certainty with refpedt 
to their ordinary or ufual Payments to their Lords j and as to the Tallage, that was only laid on 
for extraordinary and known Reafons and Occafions. This tallage, and the Fee-form Rent, were 
the Confederations for the Liberty of buying and felling Toll-free, as before recited ; which 
none could enjoy but free Biirgeffes, i. e- the Inhabitants of fuch free ftewns. 
The Tarties of the According to Hcifs's HiftoVy of the Empire, and many other Hiftorians, the two Parties of 
Gntlphi nnd GLtbs- Guelphs and Ghibclines, [as already mentioned under the Year 1140, the former attached to the 
Hm their Fury a- p a p a l Chair, the latter to the Emperors] who had till now remained tolerably quiet ever fince 
gam cacioncr. t j ie j r j^fe j n the Reign of the Emperor Conrade III. began now to exert themfdves with great 

Fuiy againft: each other, both at Rome and in fundry other Parts of Italy. 
C>mt Vtirmtrttb a The Town and Port of Great Yarmouth in Norfolk, was by this Time become very con fider- 1228 
Foit of Commerce, anc j^ according to Dr. Brady's Appendix to his Treatife of Burghs, for which he quotes' 

for Mlliin* 11 * ***** Manufcripts in the Cottonian Library, was much frequented by Shipping in this 12 th Year of King 

Henry III- There was likewife a Trade at that Town for divers kinds of Merchandize, both j 
for Importation and Exportation, and for Fifti in particular- 
/.^•Vanncxed King Louis IXth of France, (ufually ftiled St. Louis) marries the Daughter of Rayinond Count 1 1229 
m the Crown of of Toloufe-, whereby the noble and extenfive Province of Lavguedoc became for ever re-anncxedj 
Fnuwr. to c}ic crown. 

A Prices upend. The Bifliop of Chichefter decreed, cc That Curates in poor Churches fhould havejfw Marks 

for their Stipend; (or 3/, 6s. Sd. or 10/. of our Money) but in other Churches to h 
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more." To this Bifliop Fleetwood, in his Chronieon Prcciofum, fubjoins, viz. This feems nearly 
to anfwer the Rates of Pr'ovifions and other Neceflaries in thofe Days, or about five Times 
cheaper than in our Days : So this Stipend in their Money, might be equal to near 50/. in our 

Days, for a Curate of a poor Church. 
Lc-vff pcoh made a j n t h e x i c h Q f Henry III. the Burgefles of Liverpool in Lancafliire obtained, for a Fine of ten 
free Corporation. Marks, that their Town fhould be a Corporation by Charter, and a free Burgh for ever, with a 

Merchant-Guild, and other Liberties, (as per Mddox's Hiftory of the Exchequer, Cap. xi. p. 2S8. 

and his Firma Burgi, Chap. i. Se£L 9.) 
Majorca Iflc and the The naval Strength of James I. King of Arragon, and Count of Barcelona, was now very con- 
reil of the Balearic fiderable, when he failed from Salo in Catalonia with a Fleet of 25 large Ships, 18 Taridas, 
J£rri^KiS mlhC [P°ffibly lartanes] 12. Gallies, and 100 Galiots, befide Barks and fmall Veflels. Which Fleet 
James L ofjfra- carried 15,000 Foot and 1500 Horfe (befide Volunteers from Genoa, Provence, &c.) againft die 
j^'s Fleer, affirted Moors of Majorca, whom he drove out of that confiderable Ifland, which has remained to Spain 
hy the Meet of Mar- ever fince j lc a tf Q con q UC red the lefler Balearic Hies of Minoixa, Ivica, &c. \CdmpbclPs Hiftory 
A/Athena Tree Re- of the Bakaric m ^ 8 ^ Anm l?l6 ^ Y ct dc Rujfi, m his Hiftoire de la Villa de Marfeille, (in 

prl ' ' Folio, Anno 1642) afiures us, that Marfeille affifted that King with a well manned Squadron of 

Ships for that Expedition. And the Marfcillians had, for their Share of the Booty, 300 Houfes 
in the City of Majorca, befides Houfes and Lands in the Country. Marfeille was (he adds) at 
this Time a free Republic, having bought off the Superiority of their Viicount. 

The Fa&ions of the Guelphs [L e. for the Pope] and the Ghibelins, [for the Emperor] ran fo high 
at this Time, that frequently Brothers fought againft Brothers, and Fathers againft their Sons. 
1 H.v.niri divide all There was not a City of any Confequence in Italy which was not inflamed and divided by thofe 
Ji*.\ ;.t ihi> rime. twQ p art i cs The Pope had gone fo far as to have abfolvcd the Emperor Frederic IPs Subjects 

from their Allegiance to their Sovereign, whom he had aftually excommunicated. Thefe Con- 
fufions gave birth to fome independent States in Italy Milan, and other Cities formerly impe- 
rial, fetting up for free States, in which they were encouraged by the Venetians as well as by 
Re. exchange faid die Popes. ° It is faid by fome, that the Ghibelins, when driven out of Italy long after this Time 
:o have been invent- fry t h e Guelphs, and fettled at Amflcrdam, were the Inventors of the mercantile Cuftom or Prac- 
C J by theCMfliiu. tice of Re ^ change ^ or Rc^cxchange, on Bills of Exchange, on account of the Damages and Charges 

they were put to, and the Intcreft of the Money of their Bills protefted, which had been given 

for the Effedts they had been obliged to leave behind them. 
JinnfwU a trading Brunfaic^ tho* an inland City, and in the Heart of Germany, may poffibly have been at this (1230 

Time a Place of fome confiderable Commerce; feeing, in the firft Volume, p. 3x7, of Rymcr's 
Fcedera, we find a Grant from our King Henry III- Anno 1230, " To the Men of Brunfwic, freely 

to and difpofe of their Merchandize in E7igland, paying the ufual Cuftoms." 
Rn*ei of Ru/frt I n this xivth Year of King Henry III- the Mayor, &c. of Oxford, out of the Ferm of their 7 

cloth f or the Poor. were on j cre d to buy 500 Ells of Ruflet Cloth, at about lod. per Ell, and 100 pair of Hofe, for 

the Poor. 

c^*neu pompon The Republic of Genoa now gets PofTeflion of the Town and Port of CciUa, on the Barbaiy 
or the 1 on of Ce:tta t Shore, alrnoft oppofite to Gibraltar. How they came into poffeflion thereof, the Chevalier 
amHs mil fupeiior j^fff / t h e ir Hiftoriographer; does not acquaint us. But the Author of a fmall Treatife, in 
on the 0™. i2mo printed at Paris, Anno 17*29, intitled, KJj'ai de V Hiftoire du Commerce de Venife, fays, " That 

" the Ge7ioefe^ about this Time, took Ccnta from a petty Mooriflo King." tc They were, it fe 



to them 



ct to relbrt 



own, 



ecms," 



(fays de Mailly) " threatned to be diflrurbed in their Poflcffion of this Place by the Moorifli Crui- 
ct fers of Murcia in Spain, but the Genocfc Fleet made thofe Ships retreat to their capital City of 
^ Carthagena 5 and having put into Ceuta, they were there regaled with magnificent Prcfcnts and 

ct all 
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OF THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE, &c. m 

w C a H J^inds of Rcfreflimcnts by the Mooriflj King of Seville" So great is the Credit, Influ- • 
silence and Authority which will ever attend on chat People who am Mailers at Sea. 

"*And fo fuperior was the maritime Skill of the Genocfe in thofe Days/' (fays Pelrus Baptifla ( {« ; ^ J«gh 
Jurgus* in his Treatife De Dominio Sereniffmue Genttenfts Reipublic* in Mari Liguflico, in 4 to. Rom*, g^g 10 
1641^ Lib- ii. Cap. 8.) cc that Authors have preferred them before all other Nations whatever, skill, atu i Con- * 

cc And indeed," (adds he) fcC our City has fo excelled in maritime Skill at all Times, that no quefts. 

" Commander of any other State can fcarcely be found that has taken fo many Towns, fub- 
« dued fo many Iflesand barbarous Nations, or lb frequently brought home the Enemies Ships : 
« and Spoil triumphantly, as many of our Commanders have done." 
232 1 At this Time the People of Scythia firfl: appeared under the more modern Name of Tar tar s* The T/>r/an, or 77i- 
Cor, as fome old Writers have it, Tatars) their ancient Name of Scyt hians being now forgotten, '<w,firii known oa 
A Part of them now invaded the eaftern Boundaries of Europe, viz. Lithuania, Poland, Podolia, e^I^ E^^^bv' 
&c. whilft other Hoards of them travelled Southward into Afia , in all which Countries they t \ lQ \ t Ravages, 
committed many Violences and Ravages.^ 

The right reverend Prelate, Author of Chronicou Preciofum* is of opinion, that at this Time Horfcs in En^lamt^ 
good and llrong Horfes might be had for each 10 J*, (or 1 1, ioj. of our Money.) ihcir common Price. 

There are fome Authors who place under this Year, King Henry Ill's granting a Piece of Z:cekc-.t Privileges 
Ground, named the Steelyard, in the City of London, to certain Merchants of Flanders and of the S ra,uc ' d xo theGVr- 

U1 _7 - ^ <* . * _ . , /- . ,-r» y-./ o r \ ■ c i_ - Merchant tho 

Hanfe-Towns of Germany^ viz. Lubeck, Hamburgh, Bremen, Cologne, occ. ror the managing or their fome think fh 
Commerce and Merchandize, Cujlom-free. Yet others think the firfl: Eftabhlhment of rhe G<<7- xve rc prior to thL 

Merchants of the Steelyard confiderably older than this King's Reign: Tho" it is admitted, Time, 
that for Services which thofe Hanfeatics did to him in his Wars beyond Sea, King Henry III. did 
oreatly amplify their Privileges ; and feveral German Authors think, that thofe foreign Merchants 
were fixed at London at Icaft as early as the Norman Conqueft. 

Whilft Barbarifm and Ignorance (till triumphed in Chrijlcndom wefbward, the Arabian Maho- The Scranm of 
metans continued to cultivate the fine Sciences, of which Hiftory records a pregnant Inftance, Arabia more learned 
viz. That Meladin* the Caliph of Babylon, (or, as others, Sultan of Egypt) font, in this Year, a ^J^^S"' 
Prefent to the German Emperor Frederick II. then in Paleftin* of a curious Tent, valued at Time. 
100,000 Crowns, wherein the Sun and Moon's Motions were leen, as alio the Hours of Day 
and Night, &c. This admirable Pavilion was faid to look like the true and natural Sky, where- 
in were to be feen the fliining natural Globes of Sun and Moon, which by iecrer Movements 
turning like thofe glorious Luminaries, kept the fame Meafures in their regular Motions fur- 
pafling all that ever was written of the Magnificence of the ancient Monarchs of Perjia, (fays 
Maimburg, in his Hiftory of the Croifade) and, I may add, furpaffing all Probability. 

About this Time, the Prince of Piedmont dying without Ifliie, Thomas Earl of Savoy had the ™^ jX£^ on 
good Fortune to unite that fine Country to his own more barren one. And lie having iikewife s&my* " *" 
vanquiflied Guy Earl of Geneva, he reduced that Country to be a Fief of Savoy. 
234 1 King Henry III. confirmed the Charter of King John his Father to Newcaflle upon Tyne, al- AW-*/?/* *p* n 
' ready recited. cc Wherein he gives the faid honeft Men, [probi Homines} upon their Supplication, ^l^^rO^^ 
Licence to dig Coals and Stones in the common Soil without the Walls, called the Caftle Moore* kra mentioned^ 
and to convert them to their own Profit, in aid of their Fee-farm Rent of xool. per Annum. 

This is the firfl: Mention we meet with of Coals digged at Newcaflle : Probably, however, the LorJ™ anciently 
Coals now there digged, were only (or chiefly at lead) for their own fole Ufe and that of their Applied with Wood 
Neighbourhood : For the City of London, in thofe Times, had fo many Woods and Copfes round ^ Ndchboir! 1 ^ 
it on all Sides, and the Carriage thereof, both, by Land and Water, was then fo cheap, that there hood. " r " 
was little need of Coals for Fuel ; which moreover would have been more expenfive to have 
then been brought from Ncwcajlle, than the Wood and Turf Fuel from their own near Neigh- 
bourhood. 

In the Time of William Earl of Holland and Zealand, we find thofe two Provinces fo powerful and 2mW 

in Shipping, that the faid Earl's Son, Florence* fitted out a Fleet of 300 Ships at the Pope's Define, P otent,nS l PP m & 
being to join Henry* Son to Henry Duke of Brabant, arid Theodore Karl of Cleves, [in Stadingos] againft 
tht* Stadings, declared Hereticks. Who chefe Hereticks Stadingi were, is not clear to us - 9 pof- 
iibly they might be fome Branch of the Waldenfes or Albigenfes. \Eyndii* Chronica Zeland'uc. Mid- 
dleburgi 1635.} 

And as we Jliall, at different Periods, exhibit the Rates or Prices of Provifions and other Nc- 
cefiaries as we go on with our Work, we fhall here give a few Extracts from an Svo. Book, pub- 
lilhed Anno 1679, by Thomas Blount , of the Inner Temple, Efq; and we lhall give them here all 
together, tho' fomewhat out of our conftant chronological Courier, purely to fave the often quot- 
ing of this Author. This Work is intitled, Fragmcnta Antiquitatis, or Ancient T enures of Land 
and jocular Cuftoms of fome Manors, extradted from Records, viz. 

Anno igmo Hen. III. Walter Gately held the Manor of JVcftcourt in Bcdington in Slurry* yieldi ng Price of a Crc/i-Dozi: 
yearly to the King one Crofs-Bo*iv, [Bali/lam'] value lzd. 

Anno pio Edw. I. OJbert de Lon champ, Knight, held his Lands of Ovcnhclle in Kent* for per- Pr ' ccs of good rtrong 
fonally guarding the Kinsr forty Days into Wales at his own Expence, with one Horfe of zs. .~£\ rfcs ' a , nd ° r °5 her 

„ . 7 r> *? 1 X=\ 1 J ™ 1 r \ r> i D 1 nines about this 

Viilucj one Sack worth 6 d. and one Broch for that Sack. Time, and the Tc- 

N.B. All perfonal Services or Attendances on our Kings in thofe Times, were limited to nurcs of many LanJ- 
forty Days [at their own Expence.] Eftatcs. 

The like the fame Year of Laurence de Brokc^ who for his Hamlet of Renham in Mid- 
dlcfcx-t found the King one Soldier, a Horfe worth 5s. a Sack, $d. and a Broch worth 2d. 
[this Broch was a kind of Cup, Jug, Pot, or Bafon] for forty Days, at his own Expence, where- 
ever his Army fliall be within the four Seas. This was lettled (fays our Author) at the Stone 
Crofs which ftood near the May-pole in the Strand, London, where the Judges-itinerant ufed in 
old Times to fit. 

Robert MaunfeFs Tenure of Lands in Peverd paid the lame Service, and the Horfe, Sack, and 
Broch of the fame Prices. 

lpno Edw. I. Henry dt Avcrning*s Tenure of the Manor of Morton in Effex* was to find a Man, 
and a Horle worth 10s. and four Horfe-fhoes, a Leather Sack, and an Iron Broch. 

The 
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Frcfli Henine Vaf~ 
tics good lor King: 



The Year followin 



Cjiftr h termed 

II Vju hi thele i'i mes 



j, three Pcrfons held 30 Acres of Land in Car let en in Norfolk 
vice of bringing the King, whenever lie lhall be in England* 24 Pajtics of frejb Her 
fir ft coming in. 



ir 1 





/,// W- ex 1 remc- 
ly low. 



Price of Mens 
in thole Times. 



?qucr, or ^d. jp*r Acre) in Cambriagcjlnrc^ for ft 
effary Houfe or Privy, whenever he fliall come i 



This 
other 

yearly 



Straws for the King's 
Bed, (in 1307.) 



Sundry other very 
various [enures in 
EttghmJ. 



Another (in the 34th of that King) held a Manor in Kent, for providing a Man to lead three 
Greyhounds* ibhcn the King Jhotdd go into Gafcony, fo long as a Pair of Shoes of 41I. Jbould loft. 

And, that we may not again recur to thefe old Tenures, we ihall farther add, from the fame 
Author, that in the firft Year of King Edward II. Peter Spileman made Fine to the King for his 
Lands by Serjeanty, to find one to ferve as a Soldier for forty Days in England* with a Coat of 

TV/1 *i IT * t-n i^nrA C/h-^/i ai v //-»/> Ef******? *■ T3**sf «*++*\ T-iTn«^ fol" lllS I*Joric 

id not fo much marvel at, when found in an 
Article in William the Conqueror's Time ; but it is lbmewhat more remarkable fo late as King 
Edward IV s Days. 

Sundry others, we find, held their Lands of the Crown in thofe Times very varioufly. One, 

Y ^ f\. - . ^ \ 1_„ .1 ^ 7_ ' - . V* _ — . ll„ A I J~ 1/* * _ * O . 1 i 



(for Inftance) by paying two white Capons annually, 
whenever he happens to be in the County of Sujfe 
fore the King on certain Occafions. 



Another, for carrying the King's Standard 
Another, by carrying a Rod or Batoon be- 



'/ — 

^ k ] — Another, by building and upholding a Bridge. — Ano- 

ther, by being Marechal \Meretrictaii\ (i.e. as Mr. Blount tran Hates it) of the Laundrejfes in the 

_ -Another fupplies as a Serjeant at Arms for the King's Army 

One fupplies a Servant for the King's Larder.— Another, for his Wardrobe 
Servants for this or that Foreft. 



K 



Another, a llawke. 



of JVar 



Proportion between 
a Pound fterling and 
a Pound French 
Ttumcjjf was now 
as a. to 1. 



— Others, to fupply 
One, for prefenting the King a Pair 
of fcarlet Hofe annually. — Others, for fiipplying Soldiers with Armour for certain Days, for the 
keeping this or that Caftle. — One for the Manor of Elfton in Nottingham/hire) pays the 

yearly Rent of one Pound Weight of Cumin-&ed 9 two Pair of Gloves. 
Another, to repair the Iron-work of the King's Plows. 
wick, in the xiiith of King Edward I. held the Manor of Hokehorton in Oxford/litre* in the Barony 
of D'Oyly, by the Serjeanty of carving at the King's Table on his Birth-day, and flic to have 
the Knife the King then ules at Table. Many more Inftances of fuch like Tenures may be 
had in that and other Authors ; but thele, we apprehend, may be fuflicient for the Purpole in- 
tended, viz. of giving a more diftiridfc Idea of the Times we are upbn. 

We have feen, under the Year 17.16, that Hiftorians are generally agreed in King John's 
having been the firft Engli/h King that coined fterling Money, fo called from the Eaftbrlivgs, its 
Coiners and Refiners. In Vol. L p. 242. of thfc Fcedc'ra* under the Year. 1235, we find thfc firft 



Mention of it in that Work, an alio an 
Pounds ftcrling and Livres tfotirnois of Prance. 



King Henry III- engage 

toumois^ to the Mafter 



The French Money 
al each- much funk 
in Value. 



Pcm on. 'I ration of 
/. » . t't/'j a in I Scot ijh 
Casu and Monev 
being ahfoliirely the 
fame fo. all this 
Century. 



of the "Temple in London, to be by them remitted to the Tenrplars at Paris, for the Ufe of the 
Count de March, in confidcration of our King's keeping the Ifle of Olcron, by Virtue or " 
Truce with France. 

Thus a French Livre Toumois, did then only contain as much Silver as 15 Shillings fterling does 
at this Time. So if the French Pound (or Livre y s) Weight was equal to the Anglo-Fforman Found, 
(as is probable enough) the French had, in very early Times, funk or debafed their Coins to 
one fourth Part of their original Value, long before ours were debafed at all. 

It was proper to make ufe of this Diftinftion of Pounds fterling here, or of fomfcthing like it, 
when treating of Pounds [i. e. Livres'] tfotimois or French. But this Diftiii£tion being not ufed 
with refpett to Scotland, undoubtedly proves, that the Monies of Scotland were, at this Time, and 
long after, of the very fame Finenefs, Weight, and Denomination with thofe of England, as has 
been already diffidently cleared under the Year 1 107. There was, indeed, fo clofc an Intimacy 
in thofe Times between the two Britannic Monarchies, and until the fudden Death of the Scotifh 



King Alexander III 



Marvel 



The Kings of Scotland, in 

" Homag 



to the Engltfh Kings the Scotifli Kings having for that End had their Chair on the Right-Hand 
(as the Prince of Wales had on the Left-Hand) of the King of England Throne in Parliament. 

That the Money of both Kingdoms was the fame in this Century as in the preceding one, 
take the following farther Evidences, viz. 

I. There is a Bond of William, furnattied the Lion, King of Scotland, Anno 1209, to King 
John of England, for 15,000 Marks, without any fort of Defcription or Diftindtion whether Eng- 
liffj or Scotifh Marks ; which, had there been any Difference, would undoubtedly have been made, 

II. And in p. 252. of the firft Volume of the Fcedera, we have another inconteftable Proof of 
our faid Pofition. It is a Settlement of a Dowery by King Alexander II. of Scotland, on his Queen 



Man 



if die Pounds, being only termed 1000 \libratas\ Pounds, 
age between King s/lexander III. of Scotland^ and Margaret 
Daughter of the faid King Henry III. Anno 1251, Hemy obliges himfelf to pay to Alexander 5000 
Marks Portion, ftill without any kind of Diftinftion whatever. 

IV. In a Contra£t [p. 472. of the Second Volume of the Fcedcra\ of King Edward I. Anno 
1290, concerning the intended Match between his eldeft Son (afterwards the unfortunate 
Edward II.) and the Infant Scotifli Queen, ufually called the Maid of Nt 



i King Alexander III. the Re-payment of 3000 Marks 
Word Sterling or anv other kind of Diftin6tion whatev 
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betrothedjind afterward married to Eric King of Norway? King Edward L of Kit - ot a 

• _^ .1 — ■ h ac j ftiied himlelf fuperior Lord 



V. King Alexander III. having, ^jw* 1281, obliged himlelf to pay fourteen Thnufand jhtorkt G rent Portion of 

Portion (7**. 28,000/. of our Money, a very great Portion indeed at that Time] with his {^^^^u^l^^ 
Daughter Margaret, , — - J 1 ? 1 " ^ r ~, , r <- au K term j«£ 

England (who, ever fince the Death of the faid King Alexander III 

0^ Scotland) direfts his mandatory Letter, Anno 1293, (Vol. II. p. 616 of the Fcedera) to King 
John Baliol, to make good-the Arrears of that Sum ; naming them, as before, barely as Marks, 
without any Diftin6tion. 

VI. LaflJy, (Ibidem, Vol. II. p. 695.) Anno 1295, in the Contract between King Philip the Fair 

of France, and King John Baliol of Scotland, for a Marriage between the faid John's Son, Prince 



1 goo I. fterling, 
The Words 



Coins in Rk^IchA 
nor in Frame. 



Edward, and the Princefe Joanna, Philip's Niece, fhe was to have for her Dowery 
\JJbrarum Sterlingoruni} 1000/. whereof was to ifiiie out of cerrain Lands in Scotland. 
Librarian Sterlingorum being only ufed here by way of Diftin£tion from Librarum T uronenjium. 

We have, in our Introduction, obferved, from good Authority, that neither in England nor NckUr Pro ,?y n r;r 
in France, were the Pound or the Mark ever real Coins, but mere Denominations of a certain AAr-Ji v.vrec*crreal 
Quantity of S/'/wr Ay Weight : And we may now add, that it was the like in all or moft other 
Parts of Europe where the Marks and Pounds were in general ufe : (juft as the Shilling in Eng- 
land was a like mere Denomination till 1504) And the real Coins were Sub-denominations and 
proportional Parts of thefe two higher Denominations ; i. e. fo many or a certain Number of the 
lower Denominations being real Coins, made up the Quantity of Silver contained in a Mark 
Weight or Pound Weight ; the Mark weighing eight Ounces, and the Pound twelve Ounces 
Troy Weight. 

We (hall offer one other Inftance of the Proportion between a Pound Sterling and a Livrc Tour- Anrtficr Prnzf of 
wis, (out of Rvmer's Fcedera, Vol. II. p. 381.) under the Year 1288, that we may place them here lhc ^portion be- 

,v " - r ° ' - ' I f tween Pound* Swr- 



all together, m. In the King of Arragon's Acknowledgment to our King Ed%va/*d I. of his having j /tt ^ an£ j p t 
received Payment of a Bond for 23,000 Marks Sterling, at 13 j. /\.d. per Mark, [for the Enlarge- Livrc* in t 



encn 

ihoic 



1 imcs. 



ment of Charles Prince of Salerno from Captivity] the King of Arragon thereby acknowledges 
part of that Debt to have been paid him in Livres Tournois, at the Rate of 54 Sols Tournois per 
Mark, which is 81 Sols^ or 4 Livres and 1 Sol per Pound Sterling. 

In this 20th Year of K. Hen. III. we find (in the very Beginning of our printed Statutes) the fol- r Wr or Interefl for 
lowing one (Cap. V.) relating to Ufury ? which was the well known and only Name then for the ///- the Forbearance of 
terejl of Money, viz. that 
<c under] Age, from the Time 
cc Ase. 



.mg co ujuiy, wnicn was cue wen Known ana oniy i>ame cnen rur cue in- t»c rurucarancc or 

From thenceforth Ufury fhall not run againft any Peribn being within [i. e. M ^™*I\ "c^al" 
"ime of the Death of his Anceftor, whole Heir he was, until his lawful ^ ^ * ExdanJL* 



cc 



So, nevertheless, that the Payment of the principal Debt, with the Ufury that was due 
before the Death of this Anceftor, fhall not remain.** 
This /hews, that Ufury, or Interelt on Money, was then in general and lawful Practice ; altho* 
we find no fixed Standard or Rate of Interelt enafted by any Law, till fo late as the xxxviith 
Year of King Henry VIII. Anno 154-5 \ till which lafl: Period, every one may be fuppofed to get 
as much as he could for the Ufe of his Money : Which feems, indeed, partly to be implied by 
the above A£t of Parliament's not naming any prior Rate of Interelt. Even Pope Alexander IV. 
Anno 12.55, in giving charge to his Inquifitors (called fince the Court of Inquifition) concerning 
1-Ierefics, <&?r. diredts them expreisly not to meddle with Ufury. And from Hiftory we find there 
were fbme, even in this Age, who affirmed, \Ufuram non cjjc Pcccatum mortalc'] that the taking of 
Ufury voas not a mortal Sin. 



The Chrijlian Princes in Spain, had by this Time gained confiderable Ground on the Mooi*ifh The C.hrifi\n Prin 
cs in that Country 5 particularly we find that Ferdinand III. King of Caftilc, had now con- ccs \ n $!' ain S ain . 



ones 




60 



much Ground on the 

Moors there. 



they 



Spi 



:ncy ereccea inro a 
in. Thole Chrijlian 

Py\\\cc% loon after conquered Valencia from the Moors ; fo that, by the Year 1248, there was only 
left to the Moors the faid Kingdom of Granada, in which, however, that of Mttrcia was included. 

In Rymer's Fvdcra, (Vol. I. p. 363.) this fame Year, we have the Price of a Ton of Wine, in 
King Henry Ill's Letter to Joan Counsels of Flanders and Hainault, (concerning Seifures of Mer- 
chants Effe&s on both Sides.) He promifes her, cc to make good 104/. Sterling, in Recompence 

Iways Latin for a Ton in Meafurcl cc which had 



He promifes her, 
" for 52 [Dolia~\ Tons of Wine," {Dolium being alway 
ct been taken from the Flanders Merchants." 



per Gallon. 



This is at the Rate of %d. [or 6d. of our Money] 



The Merchants of the City of Cologn i 
Steelyard Society in London : For, in a Ch 

ct nf flnlnwtip tin r\ir* vvrli "Y"/-*nt- r^f-* Kio 



if. 
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in Germany, had now the principal Management of the Ttic great Privileges 
Charter of King Henry III. ic he grants thole Merchants of the a%™- Mcr- 
of Cologne (in the xxth Year of his Reign) an Exemption from two Shillings, which they were cha "«of the W- 
accuftomed to pay out of their Guild-HalUt London,' 9 [called in Latin, Gildhalda TcutcmcmrmY in ***** 
and from all other Cuftoms. — As alio that they might fafely relbrt to Fairs, and buy and fell 
every where freely." 




Fol. 29, as more at large will be ieen under the Year 1443. 

It feems the foreign Merchants, chiefly thole of France, in London, gave 100 A towards this 
Expence, in consideration of /being permitted to land their TVoad and other Merchandize out of 
their Ships, being before this Time obliged to fell the fame on board their Ships in the Thames ; 
for which Privilege they 'alio now agree to pay 40 Marks yearly to the City of London. 

In this Year, the Crown of England was firlt fiipplied with a Handle for the future Conqueft t fi.it *l. c* ifo- 
of IVales ; their old and infirm Prince Lewe/lin, in order to be fafe from the Perforations of his ■ ma S c 10 £t * ln * M 
unduttful Son Griffyn, having put himlelf under Subjeftion and Homage to King Henry III. 

According to the lb often quoted Chronicon Preciofum, Wheat was now at 3/. 4^. per Quarter, Rates of Proviiions. 
[or 10 j. of our Money] Barley is. and Oats 1 s. per Quarter. Alfo, three Chaplains doing daily salaries ofPrseSls. 

Church of the Templars at London, had each of them an Allowance of four Marks, ami the IVoporrion 
\ ± 4?/. [equal to SI. of our Money] yearly, for their Mtuntenant e. Now fuppofing a °*' U**«ag ibeti and 
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Quarter of Wheat to be worth 40 s. at prefcnt, and that other NecefTaries bore nearly a proper- 1 A.- d, 
tionablc Price to jVhcat? then the Expencc of Living was about or near five Times cheaper than! 1237 
in our Days ; /. e. thole Chaplains had each an annual Salary equal, in modern Money, to or 
near about 40/. all other Neceflaries being proportionably cheap; always .remembring, that the 
Coin at this Time, and long after, was thrice the Weight of ours at prcfent, — that the Clergy 
were all unmarried Men, — and that Luxury was then much lefs predominant than in our Times, 
je^i maJcTiibu- About this Time the Ruffians? then a much fmaller and lefs confiderablc Nation than at pre- 
tary to the Cnm lent, being vanquifhed by the Crim Tartars? and their Duke or Czar George flain by them, they 
1 «t tars. thereby became tributary to the faid Tartars ? (as we have fcen they had formerly been to the 

I*iiu!e known in Poles) who kept them for a long Time in Subje£bion ? and as they remained a rude and unpo- 
I'l^'v'V! 11 i lilhed People for fcveral fuccecdinp: Centuries, having little Communication with the Weft Parts 

lYIicJ.ileofihe .With r t- • i - it i ■ 1 ■ r-* CJ ... 




beg-an 



Grew confi'U'rable j n ] ts Neighbourhood on die Baltic Shore, named JVifmar. The Saxons coming in fuch Numbers 
on theDcdmra inhabit this new City, it thereby increafed lb * °' - 1 - - n ^' - 



ihe Town of ;V\rc£- , . , „ 

Unh^ub. the old I own 



which formerly was a Jfrmcip 
Ic Jccms that old Town of 
dually declining even before ti 





ing a Sca-porr, was gra- 
1 Cities built on the Baltic 
they received by their being 



Shore, by the Induftry of 

Members of the Hanfealic Confederacy, grew daily more confidcrublc. 
sr ? ~ the bc.l Ma- IV^rdcnbagen quotes fomc Authors who make IVifmar much more ancient than this Date, tho* 
v.'r*oi\i5l thvHanic- it is certain it was neither fortified, nor in any other Senlc confiderablc, till after this Time -, 
Ttnvni. when, by means of its excellent Port, more commodious (lays JVerdenhagen) than that of any 

other of rhe Ihinft '-Towns for the Reception of the largefl; laden Ships, it became the ufuai 

Retulttntms: or Station of the Hanfealic Fleets in their naval Wars. 



The (mctujh Mer- 

c nanus or ihi Sitt'.- 



iy foreign ones, are agreed, than the Hanfe 
Kina Henry III. of Envland- in his Wars 



12? 



9 



i.whAv? ■ n-tv m>.1 ill-owed many large Privileges on them by Charters \ and one in particular of this 23d Year of 
> inner ! w'^s** his Reiexi. Before this, he, or perhaps his Father or Grandfather, had given them the Place 

at London? for tlieir Habitations and Warehoufes, named the Steelyard, it being Jo r~ ^ 



their dealing much in Iron and Steel 

r- i r* r-w-i •* 



Merch 




up 

Gates every Night, carrying on a moft gainful Commerce by ingrofling for a long Time the 
whole foreign Trade of the ICingdom, both for Importation and Kxportation, in their own fo- 
reign Shipping \ England* in thofe early Times, having vfcry few Merchants, and fewer Ships, oi 
her own. . 

Elbing ?n Pr»Jfa The Town of Elbing in Pruffta? is faid to have been now founded by the German Knights of 
founded. the Crofs? then Sovereigns there. x 

£*fW is miicrably Such was the Rapacioufnefs of the Popes, and fuch the ftupid Bigotry and Ignorance of the 1240 
drained of its Money Laity, that as Matthew Paris? an eminent Hiftorian and Monk of England? informs us, it* 
by the a. W;1 .. nmv r nmnlained of " That there did not remain fo much Trcafurc in all England, as had 



mtUu.u Furv. 



Ul LUrtu X L_ci.l O J. HI IV- «^v.t» ..aw*** M/ w 

(7*,/j>fiianAGbf**- Ilcifs's Hiftory of the German Empire informs us, that fo great now was the Rage of the 
ihti continue their tvvo famous faftions in Italy? that the Pope's Party, named Gnelphs? treated the Emperor Fre- 
derick IL (whom the Pope had excommunicated) as a Mahometan? and an Enemy of the Chrifiian 
Name ; "and Frederick? in return, never forgave a Gtielph. Divifions and Slaughter (fays our 
Author) were hereby occafioncd even in private Families : Neither Gnelphs nor Gbibelins gave 
each other any Quarter. The Emperor having not only banifhed and impriibned many Ecc/efi- 




were divklecTinto thofe two Faftions with great Ficrcencfs. At length the Guclphs or Pope's Party 
prevailed fo much, that the Gbibelins of thofe Cities were driven out of Italy, 
at t > r* inimr>.i« At this Time the City of Magdeburg was of great Account, being ftill cU™ ^ w« r .»» 
Liif atthh nine* " of all Germany. Its Archbifhop had before granted to its Burghers two ffigaw] Acres of Land 

without the Walls for enlarging their City. And now he grants to the Community of BurgefTes ol 
Magdeburg? [the Latin is Univcrfttati Burgenfium] a Charter confirming all their CuCtoms, Pri- 



vileges, 

by Civi- As this is the R 
Unns, mcan&a. niucli | 1C re be proper to 



"Word Vnivcrfitas in fuch Charters, it n 
har. Word bv Civilians bevond Sea* anfw 



**JM, t'ouin in die near j y co OLU . Common-Law Term of Body-Politic or Corporate* And fuch Towns as had this 
^ Appellauon in Germany? &c. might hold Lands and Rents in common, and do all other Aflts as 

one acro-recrate Body. Long after this, m. Anno i3 2 3^ we find thc Emperor £rai/J V- in a Char- 
ter to^hisTame City, dire&s it {Confulibus et Univerfitati? i. e. ') to the Confuls and Community. And 
in this Senfe the Word Univerjitas came to be applied to fuch Academics for Learning as were in- 
corporated, which our great Archbifhop Ufher thinks began about the Year 1250. 
The firli cojnmcr. £ n t | lc fame Year Lambecius y in his Origines Hambitrgenfcs? (Lib. ih Fol. a6.) acquaints us, that 
League between j 7e fi r ffc Leauue was contracted between Hamburg and Lubeck? LC for guarding the Road by Land 



compared bv lam- " between 
to ^6rv; and " £.xpence 

/ at eJtmfi/i. 



Water. 



of thole two 



" feat Times, it feemed to him, as if Athens and Lacedemon had been revived in Germany ; hav~ 



OF THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE, &c. 



p « ing the highcft Rcafon to compare Lubeck to Lacedemon, and Hamburgh (his native City) to rWWs pom- 
« Athens" And that both the German ones had this, in common with thole two Grecian Cities, P™? uvoCHfes? 11 
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that they waged many glorious and fuccefsful Wars, both by Sea and Land, againft molt po 
tent Kinps and Princes, for the Prefervation of their Liberty and Commerce, and this frequently 
at their own lingle Cofts alone, as well as at the Head of the confederate Cities and People of 
the Hunfeatic Confederacy. From this League Lambccius very rationally thinks the Hanfe League 
cook its proper Rile, [or at leaft its great Increafe] and not in 1 1 69, as Wcrdcnbagcn* s Hiftory 
of it alledges, [which Hiftory he, in his Margent, calls [inepta Farrago'] a foolijh Hodgepodge.'} 
Moreover, (fays Lambecuis) " when the other Vandalic and Saxon Cities obferved how greatly League, lam* 
" lAtbeck and Hamburg profpered and increafed in Commerce and Wealth, by Means of their f^'^ Accoiint ot 
* c joint Endeavours to oppole Robberies and all other Obftacles, they were glad to petition to 
" be admitted into their Confederacy, for the Sake of the fame Security of their Commerce as 
«* well as of their Liberty, And for the fame Rcafon other Cities in Germany, and even out of 
** the Empire, got therofelves admitted into this Hanfe Confederacy, which (he is juftly pofitive) 
« c took its Name from a German Word which fignifies a Confederacy or Society, and which, he fays, 
cc plainly appears from the Diploma granted by Henry III. King of England? An?:o 12.66? in thefe 



Words, 'vis** " Concedimus Mercatoribns de Hamborch pro nobis ct fLeredibus 7iofiris, qztod ipfi ha- The genuine Impm 
" bcant Hanfom fuam," [hoc eft (fays lie) ut es;o interpreter, Socielalem et Collegium] tl per feipfos, of *]" VVorJ 

* „ x / .. -* wr ° \ , -k « t . /txt t r ri % or Haw* confix iiica 

cc per totum Regnnm tn petpetuum* 1. e. M We grant to the Merchants of Hamburg, ybr orfrfe/ves and by i^ aM y tCiuK 
cC our Heirs^ that they /ball have their Society or College by or to themfehes, throughout all' our King- 
tc dom for ever." 

And this, Lambecius fays, is the firfl: Time he had met with the Word I Ian fa for a So- 
ciety. Yet as able a Man as he certainly was, he is miftaken here, in relation to the Antiquity 
of this Word Hanfa, or Hanfe. For it is ufed in two of King John's Charters, Anno 1199, to 
York and Dunwich, as we have already obferved ; and it muft therefore have been a known and 
ulual Word or Term in England ac that Time for a Society or Corporation. It is at leaft, on one 



1 



Hand, very improbable that King Henry III. Ihould make ufe of any Term in his above-named 
Charter to the Hamburg Merchants rejiding in> his Kingdom of England, but what was properly 
well known and generally in ufe in England,, and. much lefs a mere German Word. As, on the 
other Hand, it feems as improbable that this Word Ihould be applied for five Centuries to that 
mercantile Confederacy, if It had not been an ufual Appellation for a Society or Community in 
Germany? &c. It feems, however, very ftrange, that neither Helmoldus, Arnoldus, nor Werdenhagen, 
(the latter the prolix Hiftoriographcr of the Hanfe-Towns) nor any other German Author before 
Lambecius* nor even the great Thuanus, when on the Subject of the Hanfe-Towns, Ihould be able 
to difeover that Hanfa was originally a German Word, Be this as it may, he is certainly right 
in allowing it to mean a Society. 

According to the Authority of Matthew Paris, under the Year 1*41, the univerfally uleful Tin was till now a 
and neceflhry Metal called Tin? was till this Time fo peculiar a Produftion of England, that lf^[JJ°^ tXxoa 
there was none of this Metal in all the World (that he could hear of) but in Cornwall and De-° 
vonfliire* After this Time it came to be difcovered in fome Parts of Germany, and particularly But now fi- ft fount} 
in Bohemia, by means of a Corni/hmau who had been baniflied for Mifdemeanors " which bad in Boh 
tc News (fays Fuller, Book iv. Chap. 8.) Richard Earl of: Cornwall, upon his Return this Year 
te from the Holy War, firfl Heard 5 which afterwards more afluaged the fwelling of his Bags, than 
" all his Voyage to Pale/line had done." 

Cambden (from Di odor us Siculus, who flourifhed in Auguflus Gefar's Reign, and from Tinums in Tl» 9 an Hiilorv of 
Pliny) obferves, that the ancient Brito?is wrought the Tin Mines of Cornwall, and carried the rc ' aie * 
Metal in Carts to fome of the adjacent Ifles at Low-water, where foreign Merchants bought it t0 7t 
and tranfportcd it to Gaul, and then on Horleback to the City of Narbon as a common Mart. 
The Saxons fcem not to have meddled with thole Tin Mines, or at mod to have only employed 
the Saracens " for (fays he) the Inhabitants, to this Day, call a Mine that irr given over, Attal 
Sari/in that is, the Leavings of the Saracens" But after the Normans came in, Cornwall, by 
thole Mines, yielded vaft Revenues to its Earls and Dukes, particularly to Richard Brother to 
Henry III. 4C And no Wonder, (continues he) fince Europe was not then fupplied with Tin 
" from any other Place. " For as to thole Mines in Spain, the Incurflons of the Moors had Iliut 
them up. And the Veins in Germany (which, too, are only in Mifnia and Bohemia) were not 
difcovered before the Year 1240 — by a certain Cornifhman who had been baniflied his Country. 
Edmund, Earl Richard's Brother, firll granted the Tinners a Charter, with fundry Immunities ; 
and he alfo firfl: framed the Stannary Laws. All which Privileges, Rules and Laws, were after- 

-d-Warden over them to do Juf- 
j^anies of Tinners each their 

proper Sub-warden for the like Purpofes. 

The ancient Duty on Tin, payable to the Dukes of Cornwall, is 2/. for every 1000 lb. Weight. 
All the Tin, when refined, is to be carried to one or the other of the four Towns appointed 



wards confirmed by King Edward III* who firfl: appointed a Lord-Wardc 
tice in Points of both Law and Equity, and to fet over the four Compani 



for that Purpofc where twice in the Year it is weighed, /lamped, [or coined, as they term it] and 
this Impoft muft be paid thereon ; before which none can be Ibid nor carried away. ^ 
In thele ignorant and bigoted Times, the miferable Jews throughout all Chriftendom met with* rl,e ^: 
moft cruel and unchrifiian Ufagc. Many Crimes were laid to their Charge, of which there is " ara 
too much Ground to believe they were quite innocent. In England, King Henry III. frequently 
fqueezed their Purles lor the Support of his extraordinary Expenccs. Particularly his Queen's 
Uncle, Thomas Earl of Savoy, coming now into England, Henry received him with fuch Magni- 
ficence, that not being able otherwife to provide Money for lb great an Expence, he compelled 
the Jews to prefent him with 20,000 Marks, (i. c. 40,000/. of our Money) on pain of being 



u-jgnevouflj' 
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xpelled the Kingdom. 




zens ol Exeter held their City of the King, 



After 
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The Diuujh Monar- After all the Conquefts of Waldemar II. King of Denmark* viz. of Meckknbtirvh, PomeranialA D 
^Sf n0W ^ £ '^> «a. y« but two Year, after his Death, viz. /to i^a, we finf 

even by Meurfius^ Hiftoria Danue^ that JErfc V. and Abel* Sons of the laid King IValdcmar, by 
difputing for the Dominion of the whole, lofe the Glory of this really great Empire and' the 
lately conquered Lubeckcrs y in the Infancy of the Hanj'eatic Confederacy,, driven away from ti-Jhina? 
Meet tarns the on tiie Danijh Coafts, now haftcn home and lit out a Squadron of Ships, with which they faU 
SSSr* and attack Copenhagen, ftill fubje£t to the Bifliop of Rofcbdd* when they take and lack its Grille, 

and return to Lubcck laden with Booty. So flu&uating was Power in thole early Times in the Haiti a. 
The LttMen agam [The Lubckers again affaul ted and burnt a great Part of Copenhagen? Anno 1248, when it was Hill 



bum great part of 

Copenhagen. 



iubjc£fc to tiie Bifliop of Rofchild^ and fo remained till /i>;;;<? 1284, when its Property was transferred 
by the Bifliop to the Crown of Denmark* and has ever lince been its capital City.j 




1244: 



The Manner of pro- Mr. Madox* in his Hiftory of the Exchequer* Chap. x. p. 259. treating of the Hofpitality and Ex- 

SrtS Kiif^ST!^^ °f tbe Khigs 0 f En S lmd > relates* that King Henry III. in this a<5th Year of his Reign, 
/W^H^ouihoId af " diredls the Sheriff of C louccfterjhirc to buy for him in that County twenty Salmons* \et in Pisnc 
this Time; and, te poni facias'] to be baked in Pyes or Cruft, and to fend them up to him at London by Cbrijhnas 
1244, fox providing « next- He alfo cliredts the Sheriff of SV^fe* to fend to him ten Brawns* \Braones\ with the Heads, 
h,^/!^ " tcn Pcacocks * 50 Rabbits, 100 Partridges, and 500 Hens/ 1 Aw 1244, " he dircfb the 

A by the Sheriff " s '} eriff " °f to fend him 100 Ship Loads* of grey Stone, for the Works ere&ing at M'ejl- 

of A.W/ " Mtnjtcr" (This was probably the new Church there, tho* he did not live to linilh the 

two weftern Towers.) 

The Mnmcluh gain The Mamelttk Guards of Egypt* at this Time* depofed Elmuton* their laft King of the Race 
the Monarchy of Q f y[jf arrc ddin* and in his Stead elcfted one of their own Officers to be King. Thefe Mamelttk 
' Kings, or Sultans, were afterward in continual War with the Croifis in Syria till the Time of Ara- 

phtfs y their fixth Sultan, when rHe Chriftians were totally driven out. 
Price of Cor» m In the Years 12.43 * 2 44» (fays the Chronicon Preciofum) Corn was fo plentiful, diat Wheat [ 1 243 

and Peafe were each at 2j. (or 6s. in our Money) per Quarter-, and yet, Anno 1246, fo dear as 1244 
16s. i.e. equal to 2/. 8j*. of our Money. If this cheap Price of Wheat, and other Things 1246- 
equally cheap, were to be a permanent Rule, then would the Rate of Living then, compared ' 
to our Days, be nearly as 7 to 1. 

Matthew Paris alfo fays, that Wheat was fo reafonable and cheap in the Year 1243, as to ^ c 
fold for 2 j. per Quarter, (i. e. 6s. of our Money.) 
The Amount of the King Henry III. by Examination, found that the Money annually drawn from England by the 
Money yearly fent Court of Ronse 9 amounted to 60,000 Marks, [i.e. 120,000/. of our modern Money, equal in 
SUL ° P oint of Expcncc of Living to 720,000/. in our Days.]. 

Hamburg racked by The Normans (as Lambccius calls them) (i.e.. probably Norvegians) did, in the Year 1245, &ck 
the K.rmami the City of Hamburg* burnt the Cathedral and its noble College, a Scbola illujlris* and its Library, 

which had been firft founded by the Emperor Charlesnain* and improved by ionic of his Suc- 

ceflbrs. He adds, 

but is Coon rebuilt, That Hamburg was quickly rebuilt, and daily incrcafed from the Benefits of its maritime- 

and increafes by Commerce. 

The Abbey Church . P rc ^ ent ^ ne anc * ftately Abbey Church of Weftminjler was at this Time begun to be built as 

of frejimhijlcr begun now appears, excepting the finely rebuilt North .Front, and the later Superitructurcs of the two 
to be built. * beautiful new weftern Towers on the Foundation of the old ones, and fbme other Cafings where 

the Stone was worn out. 

Lenders Houfes nil! The Houfes of the City of London* till this Time, were, like others in thofe Days, moflly co- 
moftly thaiched vcrcd or thatched with Straw. For it appears by Stoive and other Hiftorians, tliat an Ordinance 
with So till now, fo nie Years before iflucd, was, Anno 12.46* renewed. That all Houfes therein fhould be covered 

a" difaTimc. IUOn w ' c ' 1 T * les or Slates inltead of Straw 5 more especially fuch as ftood contiguous in the bell 

Streets, which were then but few, compared to our Days. For whajt is now the Heart of the 
City, about Cheapfide % was a it ieems, a void Place called Crownfield* from the Crown Inn there ; 
the Bulk of the City lying then more ealtward. 

King Jft*rr IH*s * n the 30th Year of King Henry III. of England* [fays Madox's Hiftory of the Exchequer* Cap. xx. 

Grain of Money for Fol. 549.] he " grants or dedicates to God and St. Edward* and to the Church of lVeftminJter*fox 

re-edifying of 'the cc t \ lc re-edifying of that Fabrick, 2500/. which was due to him by Licoricia* the Widow of 

Dor: and MtdMthurg Eyndius* in his Chronica Zelandi<e* tells us > that William Earl of Holland, Zealand* &c. (who 1 1247 
repaired and for- had been elected Emperor) built many Caftles in the Netherlands* and repaired and new fortified 



1246 



33 



ti,ictl - the Cities of Dart and Middleburg* bellowing fundry Privileges on them and other 'I owns 5 and 

he now made Middleburg to be the capital City of the Zealand Ifles. He is alio faid to have built 
the Palace at the Hagtte* whither he removed tl*e provincial Courts from Gravefand. 
St. Louis of France's All former Expeditions to the Holy-Land having in the End proved unfortunate,. King Louis the 
unfortunate Expcdi- IXth of France > (ftiled in their Hiftories 5/. Louis) from a Dream, or fome other enchufuiflical 1 1 248 
don to the iUfy Impulfe, after four Years Preparations^ let out thither with a vaft Army and Fleet, together with 
an< ' his three Brothers and their Wives, partly from Marfeiffes* and partly from Aigucs-Mcrtcs* [from 

which laft-named Town the Sea has long fince withdrawn, fo as to be now no Sea-port.] againft 
Egypt : He loft lialf his Army by Sicknefs, and the other half was defeated ; St. Louis and two of 
his Brothers being made Prifoners, and the third Brother killed in the Engagement. Louis 



was ranfomedfor 200,000 Bezants of Gold, faid to have equalled 50,000/. Sterling. He re- 
mained four Years after in Pale/line* and then returned Home, with an Intent to renew his En- 
terprises againft the Infidels. 
htatber Money According to Matthew Paris* the Emperor Frederick 1L was now conftrained to coin Money 

coined at the Siege m ^x Q 0 f ftamped Leather at the Siege of Parma which, however, he afterwards called in, and 
f Parma. exchanged for good Money, 8 

Some 



I. p* 
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OF THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE, ©V. 1x7 

Some Authors date the Rife of the firft commercial Society of Englijb Merchants, ftiled, The Rife ofanEvg- 
of St. Thomas .Becked from this Year, when they are faid to have had Privileges g™^3^«Wrf S |? ,- 
them in the Netherlands by John Duke of Brabant ? whither, it feems, they had begun to refort ^J^^^ ^Jj^ 
with otir Eriglijh PVool? Lead and Tin, and to trade for their fine Woollen Cloths, fsV. Frorri alio Merchant* oj the 
which Society did the Company ipring, fliled the Merchants of the Staple of England. What the S/a/>U. 
Statute^ ."and Ordinances fc of early Times called notable Merchants? were only thole of the Staple? 
who at-firft were all Foreigners? as appears by Magna Charta, as well as by the Statute of the Staple? 
Z7th of Edward III." Anno 1353, which prohibits Englifh Merchants from carrying Staple Com- 
modities out of the Realm- But by an A6t of the 34th of King Edward III. Anno 1362, they 
had the fame Liberty with Foreigners, 

In the ancient Registers at Paris? Anno 125c 
now may be 40 Sols? did not then earn above_ ^ # 

being then nearly equal to one Pound Sterling? (which then contained thrice as much Silver as now) i^^^^jo^^ 
a Livre or 20 Sols was then confequently worth 15 s. Sterling of our modern Money. So that thofe and nmv. ~ 
four Denier s (or -jArth Part of a Livre) were worth, of our Money, -^th Part of 15 s. or 3*/. of our 
prelent Money. And 40 modern Sols are worth about 21 Englifh Pence, or about feven Times 
che daily Wages of a French Workman 500 Years ago. And yet we have met with Authors 
who have confidently aflertcd, that the faid four Deniers was but about one Hundretb Part of the 
modern 40 Sols? or two Livres , becaufe four Deniers is but the one Hundred and Twentieth Part of 
40 Sols or two Litres. And we frequently meet with fuch-likc Afiertions in common Converfa- 
tion, for want of duly confidering the Difference between the Quantity of Silver or Bullion then 
in a Livre, or in a Pound Sterling? and what is contained therein at prefent. Now if it be again 
duly conlidered, that in all Probability the faid French Workman, 500 Years ago, could actually, 
with his four ancient Deniers, or three modern Pence Sterling? purchafe feven Times as much of 
the cornmo.'i NccelTaries of Life as he could now do, then four Deniers at that Time was a^ 
trood Pay as 40 Sols, or 2 1 Pence Sterling? are at this Day. 

° About this Time, (according to Alexander Ncvil's Norvicum)' the Hofpital of St. Gyles ih the AV-avVACity be- 
City of Norwich was built, and amply endowed by Bifhop TValter? who alfo built the Chapel of comes coniiderablc- 
the Blefled Virgin in the Cathedral Church. Mr. NcviPs here mentioning the Words Tentplum Ca- 
thedrale? feems to confirm the Obfervation, or rather Conjecture, we made under the Years 1 152 
and 1 1 70, that there was, in thofe Times, but one only Church in Norwich? which lie calls, with- 
out other Diftinftion, Ecclefta Norvicenfis ? tho' now? very probably, there were feveral Parifh 



Churches in it. 

Throughout all this Centui 



great naval 
through all 



ary, we find the Genocfe keeping up their Pretentions to a fupremc GtuJsi 
Dominion in their adjacent Ugufiic Sea, according to the Vindicator of their Sea Dominion, ^■J? 111 
Baptifta Burgus? already quoted ; who fays, (Lib. II. Cap. xiv.) that, Anno 12.51? Genoa granted tUa CI tur >'* 
Leave to the Florentines to trade, either by Sea or Land, through the Gcnoefe Territory, fo as they 
carried not prohibited Goods, nor failed with the Enemies of Genoa. Pie fays, their then potent 
Dominion extended from Marfeilles weftward, to Tufcany caflward : And befiele the Acquisition 
of the Iflcs of Sardinia and Corfica? they became powerful in the Eafi by the Favour of the Greek 
Emperors. They were alfo courted by the greatefl: Princes of Europe? on account of their vaft 
naval Power. 

It was doubtlefs their almoft perpetual Divifions, — their giving way too much to a popular Go- A QuefHon Anted, 
vernmcnt, — and their rival Nobility's perpetually warring or intriguing againft each other, which, WhcchcrComincr*. 
by Degrees, brought them to the low State they are now in. Yet their Hiflorian, the Clwa!ier l ^ l ^^^y^^\ 
de Mailly? would infinuate, that their Attachment to Commerce contributed to bring them low. 
His Words, in his Introduction, fpeaking of the Heighth of their Power, are, cc Mais depais que 
cc ces Peuples fefurent attaches: ati Commerce, leur Valcurfe relacba?" Sec. /. e, ct But ever fince they 
" gave themfelves up to Commerce, their Valour diminifhed ? and" (he fuper-adds indeed, 
j that) cc they loft by their Divifions a Part of thofe Provinces which they had gained by their 
" Courage.'* But had this Author been afked, how that State could (as he relates) have fitted 
out, at one Time, a Fleet of upwards of 200 Ships of War, without their being greatly attached 
to Commerce ; or how any modern maritime State can be powerful on the Sea, or indeed preferve 
its Independency, without a very extenfive maritime Commerce, it would, we conceive, have puz- 
zled him to anfwer it fatisfa6torily. 

The Romans? it is confefled, in the Point of fubduing Carthage? are an Exception to this ge- 
neral Polition but they were then Jlill a People of fuch ftubborn Virtue, and of fuch obirinatc 
Zeal for their Country's Glory, as are by no Means to be compared with any modern Nation 
whatever. They had determined the Ruin of Carthage? (already ripe for Dellrudtion by tin ir 
violent Faftions) ' and kept that Point perpetually in View. And altho\ in the Beginning, then 
Gallies were clumfily, built ^ yet, by dieir determined and matchlefs pirmnefs in that favourite 
Point, \delenda eft Carthago] they overcame many terrible Difficulties : And having once fubdued 
the greatefl: maritime Power on Earth, it was quite eafy for them to keep the reft in Awe, when 
their Empire became an Over-match for all other Potentates. 

Yet we may farther anfwer de Muffly's Remark, by obferving, that the Valour of the ancient 
[free States of Greece? was never higher than when their Commerce was in its moll flourifliing 
Condition. The. like we conceive may be faid of the States of Venice? of Pija? and of Florence^ 



\ 

» 




and Strength, as when their Commerce was in its meridian Glory ? And we might even appeal 
Jto ourfeives at Home", not only in the Beginning of the prefent Century, and alio much more 
I in bur own Times, for a Parallel therewith. It was therefore their furioufly factious Difpolition, 
rather than their Attachment to Commerce, that brought them low. 

We have now a remarkable In (lance of the Gaiety and Splendor of Kiilg Henry I IPs Court at Gaiety and Drcfe 
Tdrk? where, upon the Marriage of his eldcft Daughter Margaret to King Alexander III. of Scot- «» 
land? the firlt Day there appeared (fays Matthew Paris) above 1000 of his military Commanders 
all clad in Silk Apparel -, and the next Day they appeared irt other new and gay Drcfles. The 
Vojl. I. 
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Wines drank at Court, on fuch Occafions, were French and Rhenijh* in great Plenty * "but no men- 
tion yet of Spanifh* much lefs of Levant Wines. The Expeditions to the Holy-Land are faid to 
have introduced much of this Gaiety into the Weft* not greatly to our Praife. 

In this fame xxxvth Tear of King Henry III. of England* that King direfts the Sheriff of 
Surry and Suffix to provide for his Ufc, lb many Brawns* Sheep* Ducks* {Ducts'] Hens, Chickens 
and Conies* as would coft 61. ra jr. againft the Feaft of St, Edward. (JMadox*s Excheq. Chap, x ) 
Poet's Salary. And in Madox 3 * faid Hijtory of the Exchequer* (Chap* xxiii. p. 268.) King Henry HI. c * orders 

" 100 Shillings to Mafter Henry* his Poet, in Payment of his Arrears." Alfb in (p. 674) the 
fame Year, 4C he orders the faid Poet {Verjificator] 1 o So that this Poet was pretty well re- 
warded, as Money went in thofe Days. 
Gtnoah fuptrriorat Genoa demonftrated the Magnitude of her naval Force, in a Quarrel between her and Venice 
Sea to /V///rr. concerning the Property of a Church in the City of Ptolemais in Syria : The deciding whereof 

occafioned fundry naval Engagements between thofe two potent States * in one of the laffc of 
which, near to their own Ifle of Corfoit* the Venetians loft almoft their whole Fleet, vix. upwards of 
60 Gullies and 5000 Men carried Prifonei's to Genoa. 
7<w in Ftt^iimi King Henry III. again extorted great Sums from the Jews in England* for defraying the Ex- 
hardly ufcd." pence of an Expedition to Pale/line. And the very next Year he again forced fuch large Sums 

from them, that they were fain to beg Leave to depart the Kingdom y which, however, was 
denied them, and they were forced to fupply a larger Sum than ever. 
F/tfWirs, in great The learned Lambecius* in his Origines Hamburgcnfes* (Lib. ii. Foh 37.) acquaints us, that 
Profpcriry, grams Commerce now flouriflied greatly in the Towns of Flanders \ and thither (fays he) did our Mei- 

an A hate 111 cut of " - ** * - ■ - ~ -» • • — - - - 

Duties to the 
Towns. 



l jJw/? c ' iants rc fi )rc » [meaning of his own City of Hamburgh* and the other Hanjc-Towns] tho' with 
J,/ ^" more Trouble than Profit, becaufe of the grievous and exceffive Duties and Exaftions laid on 
them there, "Which Matter being rcprefented by the Hambtirghers to the general Meetino of 



the Hanfeatic League* they lent two Deputies from Hamburgh in their Name to Margaret Coun- 
tefs of Flanders* to treat of more moderate Duties, and of other commercial Matters. All 
which they fettled to their Satisfaction, as they did the like alfo the fame Year with Albert Duke 
of Saxony. 

: *>.-v'.w .u»/4, its In the xxxvith Year of the Reign of King Henry III. of E?igland* and the Year of our Lord' 1252 

firffc gran red and in that King's xliid' and 

1258 



/-mm, charts* 125?-, was the famous Charter of Romncy Marjh in Kent 



Year, (Anno 1258) were the Laws and Cuftoms framed by the King's Juftice, Henry de Bathe* 
for the Reparation of the Sea Banks of that Marfli, for its Prefervation from Inundations. 
This ancient Charter, and the faid Laws and Cuftoms eftablifhed in Confequence thereof, are 
fince become the Pattern for all other Sea-Borders, great Marfhes and Fens, in relation not only 
to their Sea Walls* (called Dykes in Holland) but to their Sewers* Drains* Ditches* &c. Infomuch, 
that the fubfequent A6ts of Parliament for draining and prcferving of other Marlhes and Fens, 
£sV. down to that of the 1 5th of King Charles II. Cap. ii. refer to the Laws and Cuftoms of 
Romuey Matftj for the Government, of all fuch Marfhes, Fens, Sea Walls, as the Stan- 
dard for all others. This having fo near a Relation to our general Subjeft, naturally requires 
our due Notice. 

JRutr»ftesj*snndC«r- William de Riibrttquis* a Friar, travelled into the eaftern Countries of Perjta* tfartary* Sec by 
th" V# J avcls Int ° Order of St. Louis King of France (according to Halduyt* Selden* &c.) concerning which remote 
c * c "J' Countries, both he and Carpini (who had been fent out the lame Way by Pope Innocent IV. 

Anno 1246) relate fome improbable Matters, fuitable to the Ignorance of that Age. 
l ine Lfum made in That fine Linen was at this Time made in England* we have the undoubted Authority of 
Lnghut.i. Madox's Hijtory of the Exchequer* (Cap. x. p. 259.) wherein King Henry III. in the xxxviith Year 

of his Reign, directs the Sheriffs of Wilts and Sujfex to buy for him (each out of his respec- 
tive County) 1000 Ells of fine Linen, and to fend it to his "Wardrobe at Weftminfter* 
Kino; rtm»fn of About this Time, Alfonfo XI. King of Caftilc* is faid to have compofed his famous Aftrono- 

t ;.//•:/ y , aiSrono- rnical Tables * he was efteemed a moll' famous Mathematician for the Age he lived in. 
?«*i*F^!- in Vfufra Koningjberg* (i. e. King's Mount* in Latin* Regiomons* fo named in Honour of the King of Bo- 
f Atndi-d ; and alfo hernia) now the Capital of the Kingdom of PruJJia* was founded by Ottocar King of Bohemia* 
ihu»jm>£. Otho Marquis of Brandenburg* and other German Princes, during their warring againft the Pagan 

Pruffians* in Conjunftion with the other ."Teutonic Knights of the Crofs* They alio founded Brunf- 
bcrg there, fo named from Bruno* Archbifhop of Prague* who baptized many of the Pagan Pruf 
Jiansi who in about 53 Years Space, were utterly extirpated, and the Country planted with 
Germans. 

/»j z'.cncj royal and In the Ifl and lid Volumes of Rywcr's Fcsdera* we find fundry Jointures of royal and princely 
pnnct:: } , Houfes, which help to inform us of the Scarcity of Money in this Century. 

I. The firft is, the Jointure of Eleanor* Daughter of Alfonfo King of Caftilc and Leon* Anno 
1254, contratled to Prince Edward* eldeft Son of King Henry 111. being 1000/. (equal to 3000/- 
of our Money) yearly in Lands, and 500 Marks more when Ihe lhould become Queen. (Vol. I. 
p. 519.) 

1L And (Vol. II. p. 1 8.) King Edward I, (Anno 1273.) fettled a Jointure of aooo Marks 
yearly, on Joanna Daughter of Henry King of Navar* contradled to his Son Prince Henry* viz. 
1 000 Marks out of the Cuftoms of Bourdeaux* (which fhews that City to have been at this 
Time a Place of confiderable Commerce) and the other 1000 Marks out of certain Lands in 
England. 

III. Another was in (Vol. II. p. 18.) the Dowery of King Edward Fs Daughter Elizabeth* con- 
crafted to John Earl of Holland and Zealand* and Lord of Frzfcland* was 8000 Litres Toumois (ftill 
nearly equal to 2000 /. Sterling) per Annum in Lands, the Manor of the Hague being Part of the 
faid Lands. 



^53 



hmuCfi. Stockholm* the prcfent capital City of Sweden* (or rather, according to fome, a Caftle of that! 125/; 

Name on a bare Ifland, before that City was begun to be built, which was in 1260) was now 1 
founded by King Birgcr. This City was not very confiderable till a little above two Centuries 
paft, that it has grown up to merit the Name of a capital City. It ftands on fix Ifles joined by 
Bridges, and therefore by fome named the northern Venice. At firft (as above) it was built only 

on 
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D idn one Ifle, purely for Security from the Ruffian Sea Robbers of thole Times, Yet fo early as 
Anno 1^82, Puffendorf mentions a Convocation of the States tut Stockholm* 

Some Authors think Enkoping* on the fame Lake, 40 Miles N. Weft, was formerly the royal ^T^Z^ftht 
Refidencc; being thought only the modern Name of ancient Byrca* which, as defcribed by tlel- cvmMwo^q^' 
moldus and others, anfwers to the Situation of Enkoping, But with refpeft to Birger* this Chro- of Sweden. 
nology cannot be right, feeing that King did not begin his Reign till Anno 1290- It muft there- An /htacl^nijtn in 
fore have been Wmdemar* and not Birger* who reigned in the above-named Year 1255. founJhi* 

The once famous commercial City of Wifbuy* in the Iflc of Gothland* in the Baltic Sea, mufty^ ms ° * 
have been very confiderable in this Century •* fince Lambecius* in his Mantijfa veteran* Diplomatum* The City of mjtafy 
(printed at the End of the fecond Book of his Grigines Hamburgcnfes ) gives us a Diploma, where- State is ihuCentuiy. 
in tlie Dominican and Francifcan Monks of Wifbuy certify their having feen and heard the 
under-named Charters of Privileges granted to their faid City, viz. 

I. That of Henry the Lion* Duke of Saxony ; already exhibited under the Year 1 163, 

II. The Charters of John and Gerard* Earls of Holflein* &cc. dated Anno 1255, importing, 
cc That they grant, as well to all the Citizens of Wifbuy* as no the other Inhabitants of the Ifle 
cc of Gothland* relbrting to or palling through their Country, all Manner of Protedtion for them 
" and their Goods and Merchandize, and all other Favours and Liberties which they enjoyed in 
tc the Time of their beloved Father and his Predecefibrs, in fuch Sort as were granted to the 



" Citizens of Wifbuy by the late illuftrious Henry Duke of Brnnfwick (i. e. the faid Henry the 
Liott* who was alio Duke of Brunfuoick.) 

The Certificate of thofe Monks is dated at Wijbuy* the 2 5 th of May* 136$* and was probabiy 
procured either by the IIa7ife~ ( To<-jyns of Lubcck* Hamburg* &c. or elfc by the Citizens of Wifbuy* for 
keeping up their- Claims to certain Privileges there, &c. Lambed us* in his Margent, calls Wifbuy 
P* Emporium aniiquitus fat is celebrc* 3 ~\ a famous Emporium of old. 

And that we may not again, during this Century, have occafion to mention this once eminent 
Place, we (hall here note what Puffendorf* in his Hiftory of Sweden* lays of it, viz. ct That in 
" the Reign of Magnus I." (who reigned between the Years 1277 an( * I2 9*) " in a Quarrel 



<c between the Citizens of Wifbuy and the Country People of the Ifland, the greateft Part of the 
" latter being killed by the former, King Magnus infli&ed fevere Punilhments on the Citizens, 
ec who had fortified their City without giving him Notice : And he made them enter into an 
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Engagement in Writing to be obedient to his Crown." 




Here Lambecius laments the vaft Expence which this his native City has been at in procuring 



Treaties of this Kind •* the Reafon whereof poffibly is, becaufe they have not anfwered Expedi- 
tion. Hereby we alfo fee that Antwerp was an early Port of Commerce. 

The City of Sienna in Tnfcany (amongft fevcral others) now laid hold of the Opportunity of The ^]*r ******** 
the Confufions occafioned by the Interregnum of die German Empire, after the Death of the Em- f^its Vucwtling 
peror William Earl of Holland* for affuming her Independency. For fome of the Eleftors had V a cc. 
chofen Richard Earl of Cornwall* Brother to King Henry III. of England* who was crowned at 
Aix4a-Chapclle* who is faid to have carried with him lb vaft a Sum as 700,000/. in Money, or 
2,100,000/. of our Money, fo great was his Riches at this Time whilft others chofe Alpbonfo* King 
of Cajlilc* who declined it. At length, however, they agreed in the Election of Rodolph Count 
of Hapfburg* Anno 1273, the Root of the prefent Aujirian Family ; tho' Sienna had but little Rea- 
fon to boaft of her faid afTumcd Liberty, being almoft in continual Agitations and Broils be- 
tween its principal Families, until at laft the Emperor Charles V. reduced it [Sienna'] to his Sub- 
jection, Anno 1554. 

The grand Mahometan Caliphat of Bagdat had now a final Period put to it, after thofe Ca- J^ff^^fl^ 
liphs or Emperors had fwayed the Sceptre at Bagdat for 600 Years, and until Hulacou Can* the jjj^ fl j-" JY'fa, ~££ t 
Tartar* Grandfon of the great Conqueror Ghenghis Can* flew JVIiiJlafem Billah* (whom others call * 
Abdala) the lafl of the Abaffide Caliphs, and aboliflied the Caliphat of Bagdat, which has been 
long, but vulgarly, called Babylon* tho' the true Babylon's Situation was 30 Miles diftant. Bag- 



dat is the Place where old Seleucia flood, being firft built by Abugepber-Almant'ZQr* and by him 
fb named. This famous Caliphat* or Headfhip of Mahometan* did not, however, through all 
the laid 600 Years Space, prefcrvc its original Authority, Lultre, and Empire, intire. For about 
the Year 868, Achmet Ben-Tolon took Egypt and Syria from them, and afiumed the Title of Ca- 
liph of Egypt. Alfo the chief Emirs and Lieutenants in Africa* revolting from him of Bagdat* 
alfurned the lofty Name of Caliphs ; And the Moors of Spain* in Imitation of their Brethren of 
arbary* afiumed the like Independency from the grand Caliph of Bagdat* becaufe of their great 
Diftance ; any farther than barely owning him for the Chief of the Faithful. 

Although this be not immediately within our Province, it may yet help to illuftrate the Hif- 
tory of thofe Times. 

Heifs y $. Hiftory of the German Empire, tells us of a League now entered into by 60 Cities and 
many Princes of the Empire, for the Security of the High-ways and of Commerce, during the 
Divifions and Diforders of the fliort Reign of the Emperor William Earl of Holland. Thofe Con- 
federates aboliflied the Tolls which had been unjuftly laid on Rivers, re-eftabliihing Peace for a 
fliort while * but the long Interregnum fuccceding, as before-mentioned, there was fuch Con- 
fufions in their General Dyets, that no Prince cared to accept of the Imperial Dignity for a con- 
fiderable Time after. 

lz 57\ Wheat* according to the Chronicon Prcciofum* was fo excejjively dear as 1 /. 4 s. per Quarter, (i. e. w 4 hl fb Rltc 
3 A 12X. of our Money, or as. per Bufhel.) Surely there muft have been great Negligence in°* ,, ," f '" s * ,lu 1< *' 

It. / - - i v- J 1 _ ~. / { x , , t • r r- inarms wcruon. 

tlie Government m thofe Times, to fuffer the People to undergo luch Hardfhips io very fre- 
quently in this Affair in the Price of Wheat. So that although one might rationally enough 
conclude in general, that of all Kinds of Neccilaries, the Price of Com is, for one Jingle Ncceffary* 
the heft adapted to determine the Rate of Living in old Times, compaied with modern Times ; 
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yet thefe great and often fudden Variations in its Price, render it often difficult to make an ade- 1 A, d. 
quatc Judgment thereof- 

A probable MHtnkc What Mr. Echard obferves, in his Hiftory of England* feems utterly without Probability, viz. ' ' 

— " -* mn - v " III. he caufed a Penny of fine Gold to be .coined, of 

two Silver JPence] c< and commanded that it fhould pals for 
find was coined in England" This is taken from an old 
vmm^u*. Manufcript Chronicle of London, (fays Echard.) He alio fixed the Weight of Silver- Money 

Trby-wci«ht for our thus, viz. " An Englijh Penny, (called alfo a Sterling) round and without clipping, was to weigh 
sliver Ci iiu con- "32 Wheat • Corjts, taken out of the Middle of the Ear-, 20 Pennies were to make an Ounce, 

* c and 1 2 Ounces one Pound." Now this Regulation for the Weight of our Silver Coin, we 
have lcen, was made long before, and could only be revived at this Time for regulating or pre- 
venting Abufes. But as all other very authentic Authors are filent with refpedt to the coining 




firmed. 



and as our curious Antiquarian Cam&den- and 



any 



it nd Meafures of 

Capacity. 



The Rife of die 
firrcc War bettve 
Venice ami C**v.t.7, 
which caufcil the 
Lofs cf Pafyiinr* 



Part of Europe* (Weft of the Gravfc Empire) nor 111 England till 24 Years later, as will be feen 
in its Place, Mr. Echard is furely miftaken here- Eight Pounds Weight (he adds) was now de- 
clared to be a Gallon of Wine-Meafure ; — eight Gallons a London Bufliei or the eighth Part of 
a Quarter. Which Weights and Mcafures were confirmed by the Statute of the xiith of King 

Henry VII. Anno 1497. 

At this Time the Cbrijliam being (bong in Syria* and driving a confiderable Commerce at Acres* 
or Ptokmais* wherein the Genoefe* Venetians* and Pi fans* had each their diftindfc Precin£t, with 

trates, diftinct ; living there in perfect 

„„„ - , 11 out about the Property of a Church 

Monafterv tliere : but in reality upon the Grounds both of old and latter commercial Grudges 



Mag; 



The French Governor of the Town tided with the Genoefe* which obliged the Venetians to 
with their Ships, and to league with the Pi fans and with Manfred King of Sicily. Hereupon 
fending their joint Fleet of 50 Gallies thither, they broke the Chain which ftiut up the Haven 
of Ptolemais* and entering therein, they took PoJfleHion of the difputed Church, burnt 33 Genoefe 
Shins, and demolifhed their Town-houie ; tho* the Genoefe* in the End, running to Arms, made 

Hereupon Genoa fends thither a confiderable Fleet ; 
s : Upon which the Venetians pillage the Genoefe Quar- 
ter, forcing the People to abandon It intirely. This great Succefs of the Venetians* was the Oc- 
cafion of their ere6ting the two Columns, ftill remaining, in the Square of St. Mark at Venice* on 
each of which is a Copper Plate containing a Relation thereof. Monfieur Maimbourg? in his Hif- 
tory of the Croifade* obferves, ct That this Quarrel brought on a melt cruel War between thofe 
tc two potent States," (from Time to Time only fufpended by feeble Treaties, quickly broken) 



a horrible Slaughter of the Venetians there. 



Jewels bought for 

KJng henry 111*5 



jtvAvJ ha- Traffic 



ct Affiiirs of the Eaft* being the principal Caufe of the Lofs of all the Holy-Land ; the Uinl- 
tian Princes of Syria being drawn into that Quarrel according to the Side they moft favoured, 
whereby the Saracen Sultans gained their Point. At the fame Time too the Orders of Knight s- 
Templars and of St. John of Jerufalem, were at Variance with each other. No marvel then that 
the Croifes loft Ground in Palefiine* and were loon expelled thence. 

In Mr. Madoofs Hiftory of the Exchequer* (Chap, xxiii. p. 620.) under the xhft Year of King 
Henry III. there is the following Account of Jewels mentioned as bought for his Queen s Uic, 
•Diss. Eleven rich Garlands with Emeralds* Pearls* Saphircs* and Granites* of the Value of j 45/. 4.S. ^d. 

(or ak/. 13 s. of our Money.) 

In this fame Year King Henry III. at the Rcqueft of his Brother Richard* Earl of Cornwall* 
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.Era u-as net ob- c f Time by the Chriftian /Era did not commence till the rear 125s, in sirragon ; nor in wjiue 

Anted as a Compii- jjj g nQr Jn p ortKga l t iU I4 , 5 . 

STnS nW BngW IIL of ***** bein S unablc W Carry ° n a r ^^f^V^ur d \ C mC T'™ "BE? 
Si iS b^ ^ hisBaLis at Home, and the Fm/ri on the Continent, found himfelt obliged to make a difho^ 

Kin* 'fa? U F. re- noU rable Peace with the latter; whereby he intirely gave up the mure Dutchy of Normandy f ancll 
lW^iV.r : /W^.na Coun of ^y wl to St. Louis King of France* for the Payment of 300,000 Ziww, and his 
***** 10 beinor allowed an additional Territory in Gafcony* of the Value of 20,000/. Sterling yearly ; which 
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lafl: named Dutchy was all that he now retained in France. # 
During the meat Troubles and Diftradtions in Germany by the Interregnum more efoecially 

X7.cc, and 1273, a great Part of the Cities and States o* Italy* which till rhen 
7iefs of the Empire, did either fet up for Republics, or elfc acknowledged par- 



Tbc German tnttr- 

regnum occdtioni the between the Years 

Rife cffcvcral Re. 

publics in //ft'r« 



had been deemed Fiefs 



Lucca bought it5. 
Freedom for i.*..-oc 

fjrov/n'i ; ftorct/tr, 
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for f>ooo vac U. 

Sfrrh/tt it ( irrtnti •/ 
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count of Cut Lax* 
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moftly ever fince enjoyed, i^/yi 



it coft die 



ticular Perfons for their immediate Sovereigns. ^ . m 

elected and fettled as Emperor, he (tho' a wile and potent Prince) was not in a Condition to t e- 
ducc them back to Obedience, but was obliged to come to a Compofition with them, by felling 

r r. ~c ]y[ on ey mrl TmiTvtiniries which thev had alTumed* ana have 

Ueifs* in his Hiftory ot the Uerman empire, rei; 
Citv of Lucca but iV,ooo Crowns, Anno 1286, and the Cities of Florence* (^and^,; 
but 6000 Crowns each. On Condition, however, that they fiould always remain faithful to the 

. w_ r „.u:~u iw*\ fli^r li«iwf» i-ipon vf*rv' far from nerrorminer. 

nted 
the 




Marco-Polo ' a Nobleman of Venice ~novt began to travel fq far caftward into ^ 
r*t ro Atffa. and thence into the Country which from his Time dowir to the Be^inn: 
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Eaft of Tartary* and Betwixt it and China* even man] 
by the Europeans* and known by the Name of China. 



Wc are fince arrived at a Certainty, that 

this 1 
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this fame Cathay is no other than the north Part pf China, and that the vaft and opulent City 
of Cambalu, (or as fome more rightly named it Khan-balik, L e. the imperial City, con- 
quered by Ghengis-Can, Anno 12 13; as already noted) is no other than Pekin, the prefent capital 
City of the vafl: Empire of China *, [See particularly Monf Petis de la Croix's Hiftory of Ghengis- 
Can the Great, Englifh Tranflation, 8vo. P. 443, Anno 1722.3 and indeed the modern Accounts 
of the Situation, Structure, &c. of Pdfcin anfwer to his Defcription of Can-balik or Cambalu. He 
relates, that there was then a vafl: Trade in the Ifland of Java forSpicesj but the Trade on the 
Coaft of Malabar was very indifferent yet, upon the whole, there were then vafl: Numbers of 
Ships trading to and fro in the Indian Seas, which Seas he was the firft who had defcribed with 
any Exadtneis, before the Portuguefe found the Way thither- Haklttyfs fecond Volume (P. 39 to 
53-) mentions one Friar Odoric, who travelled to Cambalu in Cathay, by whofe Defcription like- 
wife it could be no other than Pelcin in China 
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Until now the Kings of Norway 



, from which Country Iceland was firft peopled; did not think it Iceland fubjc£K-d to 
ereignty of that inhofpitable and barren Ifle 5 which, however, ^!J ro ™pJJfc 



worth their while to claim the Sovereig 

their King Haquin now did ; And from this Time it has been fubje£t to the Crowns of Norway 
and Denmark, 'being of fome Benefit, by its Sea's fupplying the beft of Codfifh ; and even the 
Land fupplies Brimftonc from a Mine near the Foot of Mount Hecla, a Volcano, or burning 
Mountain. It alio produces Tallow, Hides, coarfe Butter; Whale Oil, and Sea-horJles Teeth. 

The City of Hamburgh Hill continued to extend its Traffic. Lambecitts quotes a Diploma , or J i*m&urgh\\*s Corn- 
Charter of Byrgerus, nowSraclrholder or King of Sweden, granting to that City the like Privileges of ^^7haa before' 
referring to his Ports with their Ships and Merchandize, and with the like Immunities from i oils, " 
6?r. as the City of Ln beck then enjoyed in Sweden. He adds, that Hamburgh now alio concluded and with the F**fi*u 



a League with the Frifons. 





he was imprifoned, but afterwards he cleared himfclf, and returned to England. He died in 
1284, leaving feveral Works, (fays Collier) whereof feme are fti 11 in Manufcript at Oxford. He 
is laid by fome to have invented the Reading-glafies called Spectacles. 
In this Year, the Geno 

from the Latins, (after t m - . - j ■. ■ 

merce and Influence in the Eaft, chiefly by the Favour of thole Greek Emperors* The Venetians, pi *™**Suh{ 
(as Mezeray obferves) who had a great Intereftin this Lofs, blocked up Conftantinople with a great ' u f c*»flanttnopU. 
Fleet j yet the Genoefe relieved that City, maugre the Intreaties of all the iveftern Chriftian Princes, 
and even the Pope's Excommunications. We find, in this fame Year 1161, the Emperor Michael 
Paleologus, not only in Gratitude, confirming their former Immunities in his Dominions, but alfo 
beftowing on them the City and Port of Smyrna, with its Jurifdidtions, in Return for the great 
Affiftance they gave him for recovering his Empire as above 5 and which was yet more, lie gave 
them the Suburb of Pera at Conftantinople, and the Ifle of Chio in the Archipelago^ to which they 
brought a Colony of their own People, who foon eredted ftately Churches and magnificent Pa- 
laces w there, which our Author, Petrtts Baptifta Burgus, (Lib. ii. Cap. 10.) fays, do remain there 
to this Day : Which Colony made a long and ftout Refiftance againft the Fury of the Turks, in 
the Middle of the XV th Century. 
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\ Turks alfo Jambold, in the Crimea 5 and above all, theyreftored, or rebuilt, the ancient City c*fl*. w.w.i they 
Theodojia, by them named Caffa, once the moft famous Emporium in the Euxine Sea* eminent hdd r.l! 14;^ 



Thither the Genoefe tranfported a Colony of their own 



for its Haven, Commerce, and Library. 

Nation, whofe Offspring ftill inhabit it ; and although Caffa fell into the Hands of the Turks* 
Anno 1474, yet it is Paid, that, at this Day, are to be feen the Remains of their fine Churches and 
Palaces; and the People of Caffa, at this Day, boaft of their Defcent from the Genoefe*: as many 
of their Names do certify to this Time. Wh'ilR Genoa held Caffa, they firft introduced the bringing and Win^ Z •/:-?*: J:a 
of Spices* &c. from Eaft-India to Sinope and Trcbifond on the Ettxine or Black Sea, and thence by Spu - --;*. tsc. ro the 
Sea to Europe \ whereby they grew fo famous in the Eaft, that the Genoefe Coins were current a: l^^c^ u . fi 

Calecut in Eaft- India. 4 ' 

1 The Moors in Spain finding rhemfelves too weak for the Chriftian Princes of that Country, T/sSmv- 
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tory, none elcapingbut the Admiral Ship of Venice. We find, that, in this Sea-light, both Fleets • Uczat JW.. 
had each of them, befide their Gallies, three great Ships of War, which ieem to have refent- 
blcd our modern Ships of War. De Mailly oblervcs, that their ufual Way of fighting at Sea in phr Manner of 
thofe Times was, Firft, By running their Ships violently againft thofe of their Opponents, when <;»:*\w ihoic Vimes 
the weaker of the two flood a poor Chance to keep above Water, if her Nimblenefs did not fruf- d^'-vd. 
trate the Attempt. Secondly, By throwing Darts, Javelins, Arrows, Stones, &c. at each other. 
Thirdly, By graplingeach other, they fought Hand to Hand with Swords* Spears, Es?r. 

At this Time the Hanfeatic Merchants firft began to refort to the City of Bruges in Flanders, and B*ugtt traded 10 by 
foon after to make it one of their four great Comptoirs ; whereby Bruges greatly increased in the HanfaT*w-s % 

Riches and Commerce : For the bulky Commodities of the Nations within the Baltic Sea begin- ^ a . m ^°? c ?L 
njng to^ be well known to the more louthern Parts of Europe, by Means of the numerous Ship- 
ping of the Hanfe Towns* fuch as naval Stores of all Kinds, and Iron, Copper, Corn, Flax, Hemp, 
Timber, &c. they -were found extremely ufeful to the other Parts of Europe. Moreover, the di- 
rect Voyage* (in one arid the lame Summer) between the Baltic and Mediterranean Seas, and back 
again, being thought in thofe Times hazardous and difficult, the Mariner's Compals riot being as 
yet kriown, a middle, or half-way Station or Port Was naturally enough thought on, to which 
the Traders from both Seas fliould bring their refpetSHvc Merchandize in Summer, viz. the 
above-named naval Stores, of the North Parts, and the Spices, Drugs, Fruits, Cotton, &fr. 
Vol. 1. J i of 



ihcit four \_\i"3p.'r: 
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And, of* all Parts whatever I 



the Ports or Flanders were the be ft fuited for fuch a Half-way Station or lintreport *, more efpc- 
cially, as here were now fiourifliing in the higheft Perfection, the long eftablilhed Manufactures 
bo tli of JVoollen and Lin en y equally neceflary to all Nations. To Bruges therefore molt Nations 
lent their Merchandize, and brought thence thole of other Nations they had need of-, lb that this 
famous City loon became, as it were, the general Magazine of Merchandize tor all Europe-. 
whereby the Country of Wanders in* general, as well as Bruges in particular, became extremely 
rich and populous. Yet the Hcwfeatic Writers complain loudly ot" the Petulance and Infblence oi* 



Meetings of the Deputies of the Hmift 

Matters 



ird taken, in the &c- 
bmmerce with Flandnv? 



was 




- . . * - & r . t 

moil unbounded Liberty prompting them too naturally to it; both which Cities have, however.! 

been long fince effectually humbled, their Trade, Wealth, and Liberty being incirely vanilhed. i 
IrclantP* Condition Ireland Hill remained in an unconqucred and unimproved State, with refpe£t to the greatell 1 
at this Time. Part of it-, becaufe, though its petty Kings owned themfelves Vaflals to the Englifh Crown, and! 

took out Charters from our Kings for their own precarious Dominion, yet the K-ings of England' 




. — — — . j " b -w..-.—* w w- ~ ' ^ " ~ — . 

in the Tower of London and' in Bermingbanfs Tower in Dublin? preferve lundry Inftanccs ; as by! 
King John to the King of Connaught \ as alio by King Henry III. to the King of Tbomond? to whom,; 
in the fix tlx Year of liis Reign, Henry cc grants the Country of Thomond for his ( Henry's) own IJfe?' > \ 
X Per Firmam centum et trivinti Marcarum^ tenendum de nobis uFauc ad /TLtatcm nottrani\ " at the Farm' 



cc 



M 



" Thus O'Neal. King of UMa\ at one 



l ime was to pay tne lame ivmg 400 lows -, and another Time 100/. for his Wars in Gafccn\\\ 
in the 36th and 42 d Years of his Reign. (See Sir John Davis's Difcourfe of the true Canfcs wh\i 
Ireland was ?iever intirely fubducd? until the Beginning of the Reign of King James I, re-printed in, 
London^ 1712.) It was, doubtlefs, a great Error, (as our laid Author remarks) that King 
Henry II. in his firft Conquefts in Ireland? made enormous Grants of 1 .ands to the firft Advcn- j 
turers, even much more than they were aisle to plant and cultivate Earl Strcnpbow (for InllanccV 

>f Lcinjler? (Dublin excepted;) and, in fhorr, he 
granted the whole Kingdom to only ten Perfons, although they were not able to get Poflcffion of 
one third Part thereof. This, though attended with ftrong Objections, was done in Conlideratio*:- 
of the Undertaking's being at their own ible Expence. 
The Norwegians cx- After the Fforvegians had, for a long Time, kept Pofleflion of the wefirern I lies of Scot lan J, 
pcJlcd the weilem, they were, in this Year 1263, expelled the fame by yllexandcr III. King of Scotla?jd? who had mar- 
£ffr. Iflcs of Scotland. ried Margaret* the Daughter of King Henry III. of England. 

A brief Hiftory of " Donald VIII. (ftiled Donald Bane) having, on the Death of his Brother, King Malcolm HI- J 
the Pofleflion of thofe « furnamed Camnoir? ufurped the Crown from his Nephews, Edgar? Alexander? and Da vhU about 
Iflcs, and of their cc t h e Year 1093," (according to Skene's Rtgiani Majejlatem? and other Ilillorians) 4t for his 
Imponancc. cc He i p ailc i Supply (fays Skene) gave all the Ifles of Scotland" {Cam bden %s, only the Orkney 

Ifles] (Anno 1099, as we have feen under that Year) c& to the King of 'Norway " (Donald Bane 
being himfelf, at his faid Brother's Death, tributary Lord and PofTefibr of the Svo/ijl 



Confirmed to S-of- 
tattd* Anno I 26$- 



Illes) cc where-through and for other Occafions, many bloody and cruel Battles followed, unci 
cc the Battle of Largcs? on the 3d of Attgujl? 1263, in the Time of King Alexander III. am 



1 
1 

of Acbo, King of Norway -, ancfthe SV*// being victorious, King Magnus IV. of Norway? Son 
" of the faid Acho? made Peace and Concord with the laid King Alexander III. Ar.no 1266, and 
" renounced and difcharged all Right and Title, which he (or his Succcflbrs) had, or might 

if Man) 



Magnus? and his Succeflbrs, an Annuity of one hundred Mai 



Man-TjU at ihis " have, or pretend, to tne JLlies < 
Time belonged to " hig therefor yearly to the faid w 

Scotland. cc Sterling Money. Which Contractor Agreement was confirmed by Haquin V. King of Norway? 

cc and King Robert I. of Scotland? Anno 1312. But at kill" (continues Skene in his old Language) 
tc the faid Annual, with all the Arrearages and By-runs thereof, was difcharged and renounced, 
" ftmpliciter?" [i. e. abfolutely] "in the Contract of Marriage betwixt King James III. and Mnrga- 
ct ret? only Daughter of Chrijtian I. King of Norway? Denmark? andStvedrn? on the 8th of Sep- 
" tember? 1468 ° which Difcharge is not only ratified, but alio renewed, thereafter, by the faid 
ct K\x\vCbriflian* the 12th of May? 1469; and likewife the faid King y*///^ II L on rhe 24th of 
" February? 1483, commanded his Ambafiadors lent to the Pope, to defire a Confirmation of the 
cc faid perpetual Renunciation and Difcharge of the Contribution of the Iflcs". As thefe weflern 
and northern Ifles of Scotland will hereafter probably be found to be of more and more Importance 
to the Britifli Empire than was formerly foreleen, moft cfpecially if our Herring and TVbak Fifhe- 
ries go on profperoufly, . we thought that fb authentic, fhort, and clear an Account of thofe nume- 
rous! Acs, from that learned and judicious Author's very Words, (altering only the old Spelling) 
would be acceptable to all our Readers. Many of thole Ifles do breed great Numbers of fmall 
black Cattle, and produce confiderable Quantities of Grain? Butter? Chcefe? &c. Their Ports arc 

^ n„r rrpnr-rai MnvicrnMnn. not- onlv in Time of War. but likewife in our Trade to 



Ufe 



well as in our own 



I 



Norway? Ruffia? Hudfoifs Bay? and in the Iceland and Greenland A* liberies, as 
Kir&walUmOrknv* Herring? &c. Fifheries. The faid King frbignns (in thole Times called St. Magnus) is faid to 
its Cathedral buile \ invc bu\h the Cathedral Church of Kirhuall? in Orkney, which remains intire to this Time. 
b £ >M»gnus> King We are now arrived at the Period, (if we may call a difputed or uncertain Time a proper 
KinK°Sy rrr or Period) when Henry HI. King of England? in Return for the Services which the Fleets of the Hanfe- 
E„g%»d>s Grant of Towns had done to him in his Wars with France? beftowed thofe extraordinary Immunities on 
grc.it rmmuniticsiu t j lc i r ivi crc hants at the Steelyard in London, which thev enjoyed for 300 Years after, to their great 

the Hanfc-Toivnt. ' KnioluilK'nu 



17.« 
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A. D- 



OF THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE, &c. izft 

Emolument and Enriching. Thuanus (Lib. li.) thinks it was in the Year 1250 ; but as JVerdcn- 
bagen? the Hiftorianof the Hanfe-Towns? is for the Year 1266, and is ieemingly fupported by the 
much abler Proof of the learned and judicious Lambecius? in his Origines Hamburgenfes? although he 
has not given us the Charter in Queflion ; we fhall therefore take it for granted, that this was 
the Time, as it is not now any way a material Point. Lambecius has, however, given us the 
Year in anocher Charter, purely for iUufbrating the genuine Import of the Word Hanfa? as figni- 
fying a Society, of which we have treated already under the Year 11 69, which in Englifb runs 
thus, ct Henry? by the Grace of God, King of England? Lord of Ireland? and Duke of Aqui- 

" taine? to all his Officers and faithful Subjects, greeting. Being willing, at the Requeft of the 
" noble Duke [Albert'] of Brunfuoick? to (hew particular Favour to the Merchants of that Prince 
" at Hamburgh ; we do hereby granc to the laid Merchants, for us and our Heirs, that diey 
" may or fliali have or enjoy their Society \tianfam fuam] or fpecial Privileges to rhcmiL-ives, 
" throughout our whole Kingdom, in Perpetuity : But fo, however, as the faid Merchants fhall 



cc 



pay to us and our Heirs the ulual Cufloms or Duties which fhall be due on that Account. In 
** Tellimony whereof, we have caufed thele our Letters to be made patent to the faid Merchants. 
CL Witnefs mylelf at Kcnekvorth? the 9th of November? in the 5 iff Year of our Reign." 

Here is not a fingle Word of any Services done to that King in his W ars, nor any Mention of One 
per Cent, nor of any orher particular Sum for Cuflrom of Goods, nor of any Town but Hamburgh : Yet 
\PVerdenhagcn^ and others too, fay, that the Uanfeatic Ships, on their Return from a fuccefsful Knter- 
prize of King Henry UI. againft France? were aimoft ail loft in a Tempcft ; whereupon, the Hanfeatics 
demanded the Value thereof but this (Pays JVerdenhagen) amounting (by their Accounc) to a much 
greater Sum than that Prince was then well able to pay, and the Hanfeatics feeing that they had little 
Hopes of a Ijpeedy Re-irnburfemcnt, they made the following Agreement with thatKing, viz. cc That 
ct they would intirely remit all this Debt to the King, on Condition that he and his Succeflbrs would 
" grant free Liberty to the Eajierlings to import and export all Merchandize whatever, at no 
" higher a Duty or Cuftom than One per Cent, which was the then Rate paid others fay 1 ^ per 
Cent. Thuanus? fpeaking of the faid Uanfeatic Privileges in England, adds, cc Whofe ftridt Fidelity 
" and certain Afiiilance the fucceeding Kings experienced and King Edward I. after having, by 
4C fuch Afliftance, been fuccefsful in warring againfl: us? [i. e. France] was the firft who, by a 
" particular Diploma, confirmed to the Hanfeatic College in London" [/. e. the Steelyard Merchants, 
Anno 1280] cc the Privilege of not having any new or additional Toll, Cuftom, Tribute, or orher 
Impofition whatever, laid on their Merchants ; which King Richard II. Henry IV. V. and VI. 



cc 



alio religioufly obferved." Now that there was fome fiich Treaty between Henry III. and the 
Hanfeatics feems, we conceive, to be out of all Queflion, being fo confidently aflerted by all the 
Germans? and even implied by our Kings, in their feveral fucceffive Confirmarions of the laid Pri- 
vileges of the Han fe-T owns? down to King Edward VI. but it mult have been a feparate or ano- 
ther Treaty from that above-named. And although the Regifter of it is not at prefent to bc^ 
found, neither in our Records nor Hiftories, poflibly it may ftill be found in the Archives of 
Lubeck or Hamburgh. And although neither the War with France about Poittoit? Anno 1242, nor 
the feveral Infurredtions in Gafcony\ do correfpond with the two above fuppofed Dates of this 
Grant yet the Services performed by the Hanfeatic Fleet might have been in the one or other of 
thefe Exigencies, although the Charter in Queflion might be granted long after. Which is all 
that, we conceive, can be faid with Probability on fo remote and uncertain a Point. 

In a Charter of Kins Edward II. f quoted alio bv Lambecius) they are called Merchants t 




many, and their Houfe in London is called in Latin? Gmldhalda Teutontcorum? 1. e. Jhe G 
the Germans 5 but Lambecius thinks that the Name of Steelyard? (or, as he calls it, Slaelhoj ^ fo n 
we give to their Ploule in Thamcs-Jlrect? London^ is only a Contraction of Stapelhoff? firft ibftened to 
Stafelhof? u c. a Place for keeping their Merchandize, by way of a general Warehoufe ? he does 
not therefore confine it to Steel alone, as we and hVerdcnhagcn thought that name imported : And 
indeed this Senfc of it feems more probable than the other, feeing Steel (including Iron) was but 
one of the many Commodities they imported, though certainly a principal one. 

The Advocates of rhe Hanfc-Towns farther allege, that King Edward\\\. had likewife Aid from 



them in his War with France? about the Year 1327.; as had alio fome others of our Kings, and 
that their Paid Privileges (as before noted) were confirmed by the before-named Kings, till, in a 
War between the Englijh and Danes? fome Engli/h Ships were taken in the Sound? when the Englifo y 
by Way of Reprifal, took and rilled 60 German Ships, which brought on a War between England 
and the Hanfe-Towns? afterwards accommodated by the Interpolation of Charles the Bold? Duke of 
Burgundy? Anno 1474 •? from which Time they enjoyed, for about eighty Years, what they called 
their ancient Privileges, under Richard III, Henry VII. and VIII. and Edward VI. On the other Bifioifoti in Lok^k 
Hand, the Steelyard Merchants (or Hanfeatics refiding in London) were bound, in cafe London was anciently to be 
Ihoulcl at any Time be befieged by an Enemy, to bear one third Part of the Expence of guarding defended and kept 
and defending the Gate of London? called Bijhopfgate ; and were alfo bound to keep the faid Gate^ $V/ e ^vi£^^^ 
from Time to Time, in Repair, which, it feems, (after much Difpute) they were forced to agree uaja '^ % 
to, in the tenth Year of King Edward I. at the Expence of a 10 Marks, [/. e. 420/. of our Mo- 
ney] according to James HowclVs Londinopolis? P. 98. The faid Grant of King Henry II L TFcr- 
denhagen regards, as containing two of the moil ancient and authentic Vouchers of the Antiquity 
of the Hanfeatic League, to. Firjl? The great Strength of Shipping wherewith they were zhm 
able to affift King Henry III. and for which thofe Privileges were at firft granted, and from Time 



to Time confirmed. And fecondly? That King's mentioning, in the laid Grant, the Privileges 
granted to them by his Progenitors ; though in this laft Kefpefb TVerdenhagen feems to be mil- 
taken, according to moft Authors, if he means the proper Hanfeatic League, but right? if he 
means the German Merchants in general fettled in England, l ie alio affirms, that, by this very 
I Grant, King Henry III. mentions the Hanfe-Towns being feventy-two in Number. 

^ There was ufually a Diftinftion made very early between the Eajierlings? or new oriental Hanfe- a DirUndton 
Towns, which lay within the Coafts, or very near the Baltic Sea, and the more ancient occiden- tween the Eefttttmg 

and ant l ozt'GcstaiHa'js- 

the Town *- 
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fions of the Normans toward the Rhine, in the VIHth and DCth Centuries *: Some of thole Cities I A. n 



and Towns (belidc Cologne and its neighbouring Cities) were Mnnjhr and Dortmund, in Wejlpha- 
Ha** Nimegnen, Tie/, JDeventcr, &c; in and near the Netherlands ; and it was to theft* occidental 
Cities that Privileges were granted in England long before the /^;//t»-League exifted,- which fulfil 
ciently explains what /:fc//ry III. mentions of Privileges granted to the German Merchants by Jus 
Progenitors. Afterward, when the weftern Cities laft mentioned faw, that the new Cities, on 
and near the fbuth Shores of the Baltic, (and for that Reafon called Eajterlings) had made their 
firft Hanfeatic League, and by that Means had fuccefsfully carried on a Trade with Norway, i)en- 
mark y Sweden* &c. tliey clearly law it to be their Intcreft to join in that League for their mutual 
Protection. So that, although the /&r///Z?-Towns, on and near the Baltic? and the Rivers Elbe? 
Oder, Vifttda, and Duna? were thole alone which conftituted the firft Hanfeatic League, yet even 
thofe Towns did not all come into it at once, as we have already noted neither afterward did all 
the occidental Cities above-mentioned come into it all at one and the fame Time, but juft as they 
judged it fuited their InterefL 

Thus much feemed neceilary, clearly to explain the Original of this once molt eminent mercan- 
tile Confederacy, (a Confederacy not to be paralleled in either ancient or modem Story) and of 
their ancient Privileges in England. 
C:tia and Baraks We are now come near to the Time, when the Cities and Burghs of England began firft to be 
%vhcn fir.l rcnrcfeiit- reprelented in Parliament by lome of their own Body; but more certainly to the Time, when 



cd in Parliament. cve ,y County of England fen t firft four, and afterwards but two, landed Gentleman, called Knights? 

to reprefent the Body of free Landholders. Mr. Petty, a Lawyer, long fincc wrote and publifhed 
a laboured Treadle, to prove that the Commons (as that Word is now underftood) fat in Parliament 
even farther back than the 49th Year of King Henry III. in which he may poffibly be right with 
regard to Reprefentatives of the landed Interred", though it be very doubtful as to Cities and Burghs. 
the Bulk of which, even long after this Time, were moftly poor and inconiidcrablc. Dr. Brady 
anfwered Mr. Petttfs Book, and obferves, ci That the probable Reafon for that King's fumtnoning 
" two Burgefles from each Burgh, was for him to come at their Taxes by a fhorter Way and 
(he is confident) cc that although, for that Reafon, Cities and Burghs were now written to, and 
cc did fend up Reprefentatives, yet the firft regular Summons for Citizens and Burgefles, by 
ct Writs directed to the Sheriffs, or to the Mayors, &c. of Towns, was not till the 23d of Ed- 
ec ward I. Anno 1295," for which he gives fbme Kcalbns. Yet Rymcr'sFadera, Vol. 11. P. 7.49. 
(not then publifhed) has fince proved it to have been twelve Years fboner, viz. in 1283 ; when 
King Edward I. fummoned to his Parliament at ShrcvoJImry, two Knights for each County, and 
two Reprefentatives for the City of London, and alfb for the following twenty Towns only, viz. 
Lift of zi ExzUtb Wincheftcr, Newcajtle upon Tyne? 2'ork, Briftol, Exeter, JJnccln, Canterbury? Ca?"lijle, Norwich? 
Towns, who lent Northampton? Nottingham, Scarborough, Grimjby, Lynn? Colchejler? Yarmouth? Hereford^ Chcfter, 
Members 10 Parha- shrew/bury? and WorceJle?\ This firlt, or at leaft early, Inftance of a third Eftate in Parliament, 
meat, / n*o 1 3. ^ firft confiderable Blow to Feudal Tenures in England, and did undoubtedly pave the Way 

for the greater Security of Freedom and Commerce in Cities and Towns, as well as in the open 
Country. 

The firfi Ergiifi A€t In this fame Year ftill, (510*0 Hen. HI.) the firft famous and eminent Statute was made for the 
for Aflize of Bread AJ/ize of Bread and Ale, whereby, in a good Meafure, may be underftood the true Rate of Living 
and AU. or Maintenance in thofe Times. 

Rate of Living of The King, in the Preamble here, lpeaks, " That he had feen certain Ordinances of his Pro- 
old, a sood Way to ec genitors, Kings of England? in thefe Words, vfau When a Quarter of Wheat is fold for 12 
judge of it. « XJ encej then Wafiel Bread of a Farthing fhould weigh 6 Pounds, 16 Shillings, (i. e. 6 Pounds, 

iC 9 Ounces, and 12 Penny- weights, according to 2 ~roy Weight.") — Then the Statute goes on 
to enaft, " That Bread Cocket of the fame Corn Jhall weigh more than Wafiel** SJVaftcl was of 
the fine Sort of Flour, yet Simnel feems to have been finer than Waftd, from which Name or 
Shnnel the Calces ftill made in fome Counties took their Name] " and Bread made into Simnel fliall 
" weigh lefs than Waftei" of no Ufe now to repeat, becaufe out of Practice. And the Sta- 

tute further adds thus, tc That when a Baker, in every Quarter of Wheat, (as it is proved by the 
tc King's Bakers) may gain Four-pence, and the Bran, and two Loaves for Advantage, [or oyer 
tc and above] for three Servants 1 ^d. for two Lads a 4 Penny, in Salt a 4 Penny, for kneading 
ct a -r Penny, for Candle |of a Penny, for Wood 2 Pence 5 in all, fays the Statute, 12 $d " (or 
s. of modern Money) " it may be fufficient." — [Yet, by the Book of AJizc now in Ufe, 

publifhed by Proclamation towards the latter End of Queen Elizabeth's Reign, Bakers, in Corpo- 
ration Towns, in regard they paid Scot and Lot there, arc allowed 6 Shillings in every Quarter of 
the middle priced Wheat, for their Charge in baking ; but Country Bakeus only 4 Shillings. So 
that, when die middle Price of Wheat is 30 s. the Quarter, you are to add 6 s. for Affile of Town 
Bakers, and then look in the Table of Aflize for 36 s. in which Cafe, the Penny Wheal Loaf ought 
to weigh 9 Ounces, 8 Penny Weight,] 

The above Statute proceeds,— " When a Quarter of Wheat is fold for 3 J. or 3J. 4^. [ioj. of 
" our Money] a Quarter of Barley for 20 d. or is. and a Quarter of Oats for i6d. then Brewers 
« in Cities ought, and may, well afford to fell two Gallons of Beer or Ale for a Penny, and 
c< out of Cities three or four Gallons for a Penny." — So that a Gallon of Ale was fold for 1 ^d. 
of our Money in Cities, which, if as ftrong as our modern common Brewers Beer, which now 
fells at tod. per Gallon 
Living ; or, (all other _ _ 

ries of Life are fix or ieven Times as dear now as they _ 

tain, otherwife-good Author has however, by Miftake, made the Proportion twice as great. 
Yet probably, in Years of greater Plenty, the Difference of Living then and now might be as io 
is to 1. This Statute concludes thus, « We have caufed, at the Rcqucft of the Bakers of our 
" Town of Coventry, that the Ordinances aforefaid, by Tenor of thele Prefents, fliall be exem- 
Co-vthtry* a Town <c plified." Which jfhews Coventry to have been a Place of Confideration then, as, indeed, it 
of Eminence at this j iac j been even long before the Norman Conqucft, as having been the ufual Relidence of the 
T,mc - Kings, and afterwards of the Dukes of Mercia* 
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OF THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE, &c. iz 5 

p I In this' Century, Piracies at Sea, and on the Coafts of Europe, were very frequent, againfl F/racjcs very ftc~ 
6<5 ! which the Emperors and Popes ifllied out many EdieSts. And in this fame Year 1266, Lambe- ( i ucnl on tllc ^ cas - 
cuts fo often quoted, (in his Notes on P. 56. of JLib. ii.) oblerves, that the People of that Part 
of Germany lying betwixt the Mouth of the Elbe and the Rhine, were much given to this fhame- 
ful Practice. cc Thcfe were, in the older Times, called the Saxon Pyrates/' (taking Saxony in 
die oldeft and molt extenfive Limits of it.) cc The Hamburgers, lays he, had many and great Hamburgh obtains 
" Conflicts with thofe Pyrates, on account of the Prefervation of their Commerce ; and it was on ^ntbden and Raf. 
« that Account that Embden, (now) the Capital of Eafi-Frifeland, the Cattle of Ritfbuttle y wd*^^jJ'J^ hc 

afterward brought under the Dominion of Hamburgh" invrc^l^oxn t'/r, 
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u fomc other Places, were 



L'om- 

_ irafoS' 

In the firft Volume of the Fcedera, (fecond Edition, P. 839.) there is the Title of a Record, 
Pro Burgenfibus el Mercatoribus Ducis Brunfwich de Lubeck. Anno 12.67. 

King Henry III. at the Requeft of the Duke of Brunfwick, grants to the BurgefTes and Merchants Lnhcrk has a Orant 
of Lubeck, I 

** certain Ca _ 9 _ ^ 

II. He grants, [quantum ad nos pertinet] cc as far as is in our Power, that they may have and 



, " That neither they, nor their KfFedts in our Dominions, fliall be arrefted, but in of Privilege from 
ties; favinsr? however, the cuftomary Duties to the Kins;." £ ,n ? ***0 



enjoy their corporate or joint I^rivileges, [brjeanl Hanfam fuant] yielding five Shillings for the 
" fame ; in like Sort as the Burghers and Merchants of Cologne enjoy the fame, and have in Times 
tc paft held and paid for the fame. 

u III. Thcfe Privileges to continue as long as the faid Lubeckcrs fliall remain under the Domi- 
" nion and Protection of the faid Duke of Brunftoick** 

Phis is the fecond Inltance of Lubeck's obtaining Privileges of Commerce in England ; being 



granted, at this Time, ieemingly as a Compliment to the Duke of Brunfivick. 
Under this fame Year we mult remark, that Gerard Malynes, a Netherlander, 



who was long cm- Companvof M 




j 



cienteft commercial Society in England; fo named, from their exporting the Staple Wares of 
" the Kingdom, long before the Company of Merchant- Adventurers exillcd. [(-'ids Annum 1248.] 
ts Thofe Staple-wares then were only the rough Materials for Manufacture, visz. Wool and Skins, 
cc Lead and 27/;." [The Words Staple Wares, or Merchandize, meaning then, and even to this 
Day, fuch as are the natural and ufual Product or Manufacture of any City or Country.] ec Than 
*• Society was put under fundry Regulations for the Benefit of the Public, and was the Means 
" of bringing in confiderable Wealth, as well before as after the making of Woollen Cloth here, 



and were privileged by many fuccecding Kings, viz. in this Year 51 wo Hen. Ill- 127720 Edtv. II. 
Anno 1319. 14.7720 Rich. II. Anno 139 1. wmo Hen* IV. Anno 1410. And $m Hen. V. Anno 



ct 1422 



cc 
cc 
cc 



The Grower of Wool contented himfelf, at firft, with the Sale of it at his own Door, or at 
the next Town. Thence arole a Sort of Men, who bought it of him, and begot a Traffic 
between them and the foreign Cloth-makers ; who, from their being eftablifhed for Sale of 
their Wools in fomc certain City commodious for Intercourfe, were firft named Staplers-, but, 
I conceive, long before this Time." It is well known, that although the Netherlands had, at Ewr/Ws Wnnl- 
this Time, a molt flourifiiing Manufacture for Woollen Cloth, beyond any other Part of Europe, Tiadc with thc\7~ 
yet they had not Wool of their own, cither in Quantity or Quality, fufficient to fupply Acir^^ 
vail Manufacture ; from England therefore came their main Supply of Wool. Doubtlefs, they Woollen M.tnuiac- 
had our Wool lent over to them even as early as the Xth Century, though there are no Records tuic. 
of it fo early; but in the Xlth and Xllth Centuries we certainly know they were fupplied from 
England with it : And now, in this Xlllth Century, we fee, in thcfe Staplers, a Kind of Corpo- 
ration eftablifhed, for the Bufmefs of collecting of our Wool in the inland Counties, and the bring- 
ing it to the moil convenient Sea-ports, for its paying the King's Cuftom or Subfidy, previous to 
its Exportation to the Netherlands. With this plain Commerce England long fupplied all her 
Wants from foreign Parrs, and our Merchants brought home annually a confiderable Balance of 
Gold and Silver, as a clear Supcrlucration or Gain by our laid Commerce. It is true, we cannot 
exhibit any particular Balance for this Century, yet what will be feen under the Reign of this 
King's Great Grandfon, (Edivard III.) even before he had erected a Woollen Cloth Manufacture in 
England, will be a Demonftration of the Benefits of our then Commerce, as well as of our natio- 



nal Frugality, refpefting the then little Confurnption of foreign Wares and luxurious Dainties 

Mc ' " ■ ■ 

Chief 
was i 
portii 

equally with, and perhaps* prior to, the Merchants-Adventurers Company, needlefs now to be here 
at large recapitulated. It is fuflicicnt briefly to note, that after we fell inro the making and ex- 
porting of Woollen Cloth, the Merchants-Adventurers Company, though of lefs Antiquity, gra- 
dually gained the Afcendant over the Stapler** Company, even "although in the Charters both of 
Queen Elizabeth and King James I. to the faid Merchants- Adventurers Company, there be a Refer- 




vation to the Company of the Mayor, Conftables, and Fellow/hip of the Merchants of the Staple of 'England, 




ompany rell to nothing. J\t cms JUay they 
without any virtual Kxiftence *, neverthelels, they keep up the Form and Shew of a Corporation, 
by continuing annually to elect the Officers of their Company, as directed by their ancient Char- 
ters ; thofe who deal in Wool, (Hill called Wool-Staplers) being they who keep up this nominal 
Corporation, and do now hold, in their corporate Capacity, a finall Sum of Money in the public 
Funds, the Intercfl whereof ferves to defray the Expence of their Meetings and Flections. But 
they never had a Hall, or particular Houfe or Office, of their own, within the City of London, 
like other trading Companies; although the Inn of Chancery near llolheurn- Bars is fo denomi- 
nated, from their Warehoufes anciently there fituated as was alio an Office and Warehouie of 
Vol. L ' K k theirs, 
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theirs, which, fince the Ercftion of the new Bridge at Weftminfler? has loft its very Place, as well I A r> 
as ancient Name of Wool-Staple? at the upper End of Canon (vulgarly) Chanel Row. I * ' 

Wc fee "the great Privileges at This .Time granted by Charter ! to the City of Leipjick? [Liptzk\ in 
Saxony? by The'oddrick Miirquis of Landfperg^ vhs. Freedom for Merchants of all Nations to refort ttn&trafftc 
thither ? even though he Jbould he at Enmity with the Sovereigns of fhofe Merchants. This feems to 
have given Rife to the famous prefent Fair of Leipjick? whither, to this Day, Merchants, even 
from as far as Conflantintiple? refort. Peiferi Qrigimtm Lipjienjiu7n? Lib. ii. P. 215. Francofttrtu 
8vo. 1700. 

London's yearly Cuf- The Hiftoriographers of the City of London have, from their Archives, found, j /. s . d. 
toms. Tolls, and That, for Half a Year only, of the Year 1268, there was paid to the Crown, for \ 75 6 10 

c™ Fa,d tU Cuftoms on a11 foreign Merchandize, only the Sum of - - - - 
rou n * And for Tolls in the Flefli? Fifh? and Com Markets, and alio at the City Gates, 



and in Smithfield? &c. 



289 6 4; 



Total for Half a Year (being 1093/, igs. j-id. of our Money) - - 364 13 



21 



Or, on an Average, 2.1S7/. 19 jr. 3^ yearly paid to the Crown from the Londoners fox Cuftoms, 

Tolls, £3c. of our modern Money. 
Second Treaty com- In the firft Volume of the Ftsdera? (P. 857) we find a fecond Treaty of Amity and Commerce 
mcrcial between between Henry III, of England and Magnus King of No)*way? whereby it was flipulated, cc That 
Eyiamiand AV- cc t j ie Merchants of either Kingdom might freely refort to each Kingdom, to buy and fell their 
w ^ r * <c Merchandize; but not to carry away their Goods bought till paid for. Such alfo as fhoukl 

tc happen to be Ihipwrecked, might freely lave and cany away what belonged to them out of fuch 

« Wreck, and fhould be a (lifted therein by the Magiftrates, of each refpeftive Kingdom/' 
Wtftmhifler new Weftminfler new Abbey Church, which had been begun to be rebuilt in the Year 1245, was 

Abbey church com- now compleated, being but twenty-four Years in building, and eftecmed then the finefbChurch 
pleated. m t j ie m „fl. p arts Q f Jiuropc : Yet there are other Authors who fay it was fixty Years in building. 

U'hsat^ its vaft Price Wheat (fays Chronicon Prcciofum) was now fb exceeding dear as 4/. 1 6 s. per Quarter, [or 14/. 

b> a Famine. 8 j. of our Money] a monftrous Price, if the Bifhop's Authorities may be depended on, being 

i L 1 6 s. of our Money for a Angle Bufhcl. Nay, he fays, it was fome Time in this fame Year at 
6L 8s> per Quarter, [/. c. 19 A 4*. of our Money, being 2.1. 8 s. per Bulhel.} So great (fays the 

good Bifhop) was the Famine. 
St. him of Frar.cc** St. Louis? (or Louis IX.) King of France? refolved on a fecond Croifade, twelve Years after the 
remarkable Kxpc- former, although his former had been fb unfortunate ; upon which Account the Genoefe lent no 
dnionagainit fcwcr ^ xo ^ ooa Troops to that King's Rendevouz at Aiguefmortes. Before he would fail to 

Paleftine? he went firft to attack the Moors of Tunis? who extremely incommoded Sicily? his Brother's 
Kingdom ; at whicli the Genoefe grew very uneafy, left the Tune/ins* with whom they had a great 
deal of Commerce, fhould feize on all their Effedts there % yet out of Refpedt to St. Louis 7 they 
complied. The Story of this King's dying before T unis is well known, and his Son, Philip the 
Hardy's returning home with the Army, -without taking that Place, though he obliged the King 
The Sum paid to of Tunis toreleafe all Chriftian Prifbners, and to pay 50,000 Ounces of Gold, [/. e. 183,750 /• of! 
France by the Tun^ our Sterling Money, at 3 /. 13^. 6 d. per Ounce] for the Charge of the War, and as much more in two 
J* anu Years Time ? to hold his Kingdom of the Crown of France by a certain Tribute, and to permit 

Ed-ward, Prince of the Chriftian Religion to be preached in his Country. Edward? Prince of Wales? arrived before 
tt'atct. afterwards y t mis with a powerful Army juft as the French were embarking : He was extremely concerned for 
c^mcs^to Tw^with Peace they had made with the Tttnejins ? yet, as there was now no Remedy, he agreed to it, 
a7wt WU 1 anc * was even generous as to refufe the Half of the 50,000 Ounces of Gold, which the new 

French King offered him ; fb Prince Edward withdrew to Sicily? where he wintered with his Army, 
and went thence in the Spring to Syria. We have fhortened this Story as much as pofliblc, be- 
caufe wc cannot help being fomcwhat doubtful of the Truth of Part of it ; yet as it is handed down 
to us by cotemporary Authors, (fuch as they were) we could not altogether omit fo remarkable an 
Affair. 

AW.*/.-* Chy a!- Nevill? the Norwich Hiftorian, acquaints us, that, in the Time of their Bifhop, Rogarde Sker- 
mri! totally Jcitroy- wyng? a great Riot happened, in the Fair-time, between the Citizens and the Monks of the Pri- 
r !, occasioned by a ory ^ w j ierC by both City and Priory were fet on Fire, and almoft totally deftroyed, and much 
Klou Merchandize confumed ; vet, on this fad ~ " ' " — 1 " - 1 1 " — r>u — 1 ' • 




cc For when King Hemy III. went thither himlelf, 
[illicqiic miferabilem Urbis ac Templi Dcflagratione7)i co\_ _ 
ct the City and Church, or Temple, the King could hardly reftrain his Tears :° Yet poflibly, by 




perhaps not deftroyed at this Time- cc King iLdward 1. juccecclmg two rears arter, vix. Anno 
" 1272, and having, on his Return in that Year from the Holy-Land? ftopped at Rome? the 
<c Monks obtained of the Pope, that the Quarrel between them and the Citizens fhould be de- 
" cided by the King. He thereupon decreed, that towards the re-building of the Church, and 
" of other Parts of *the City, deftroyed either by the Flames or by the Fury of the People, the 
" Citizens fhould pay 3000 Marks," [i. e. 6000/. of our Money] ftt in the Space of fix Years, 
cc by 500 Marks" [or 1000/. of our Money] " yearly-, and Ihould alfo caufe a golden Box to be 
ct made, at their own Expence, weighing feven Pounds," [which, at 44/. 10 J. per Pound of 
Gold, is, in modern Value, 311/. ioj.] "for holding the Eucharift. And laftly, in Com me- 
c£ moration of this barbarous Riot, the King condemned the City in an annual Payment of Forty 
Shillings to the Crown, which" (fays Nevill? who wrote in the latter Part of Queen Elizabeth's 
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Reign) 6C continues to this Time* 
Lubeck has firft ftrhk Although Lubeck? by this Time, was become a Place of confiderablc Commerce, yet, in thofe|i27i 
Buildings inflead of early Times, Buildings of Brick or Stone werje not as yet very common in Cities fo far North :| 
C/^onea- % ut j n c hi 5 Year, 1 27 1, this City being half confumed by Fire, the Senate decreed, that for the 

future their Houfcs fliould be built with Bricks? and not with Clay, as before they had been : 



(Says Lindenbrogius? in his Chronica Slavica.) 
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OF THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE, SV. tzj 

The 'City of Kiel-, the Capital of Holftein* Ofays JVerdefihagen) -was endowed with many Priyi- The City of Kiel h 



leoes by Gerard, Earl of Holftein and Schawenburg. 



endowed with many 
Privileges. 



Alexander 111. King^f Scotland* that he -might, tefliify the like Zeal, as the reft of Chriftetidom s«,r /and fond* Men 

fent the Earls of Athdl and 'Carrick thither with 1000 Men, and a 



had done, for the Holy-war, 
Marks df Silver. 



OOO and Money to the* 

Hoiy-muar., 



1273 



he does not ... , , to 



In this laft Year of King Hemy III. of England, and firft of King Edward I. (according to Public mm-Gaugtri 
Madox*s -Hlftory of the Exchequer, 'Chap. :xviii. IP. 528. ) -we -find a Wxne-Gaugcr not only in the*" England. 
Port'of London* but alio at Briftol, Southampton* and Portfmout'h : At London the new Gauge Duty 
amounted to 15/- i6j. 7^- which, at one Penny per '[Dotium 1 ] Ton, made 3799 Tons. — At 
Southampton and Portfmottth* 13/. 2 5. 3^/. for 3147 Tons. — Ax Sandwich* yL iSj. 44^. for 1900 

Tons. 

The ^principal Cuftoms in thofe Times for Importation feem to have been on Wines. — Our 
Kings, in thofe Times, ufed much French and Rheuijh Wines ; but fcarce is there, as yet, men- 
tion made of Spa?zi/li, Partuguefe, or Itdlian Wines. 

This Year is remarkable for the Eledlion of Rodolph* Eafl of Hap/burg* and Landgrave of Alface, The Rife of the 
to 'the imperial Throne of Germany* from whom the prefent illuftrious Houfe of Aujtria is lineally Houfe of rfv/irta* 
defcended ; which Houfe, with a few fhort Interruptions, 'has been at the Head of the German 
Empire ever fince. This Rodolph 'foon after vanquilhed Ottocar* King of Bohemia* and took from 
him 'the Country of Auftria, of which Ottocar had before robbed the Houfe of Bavaria : Yet Ro- 
dolph had an Avcrfion to going into Italy* from an Obfervation, that former Emperors had been 
generally unfortunate in their Journeys thither. This Avcrfion is faid to have made him the 
readier comply with the Offers of feveral of the Cities of Italy* to purchafc, or confirm, their 
Freedom or Independency. 

In this Year, (lays Lindenbrogitts* in Chronica Slavica) the Citizens of Lubeck (on what Ground Lubcc* Jacks the 

fay) befieged, took, and facked the City of Siraelfund in Pomerania* killing Multi- City of z:rae//ii*a. 
tudes of their Citizens, and carrying the rich ones 'Captives to Lubeck. 

At the Coronation 'Fcaftof King Edward X we have a View of the Grandeur thereof, fr om the The Coronation 
fecond Volume of Rywer's Focdera, (Fol. 1 r 8.- ct feq.) " He direfts his Mandates to the following I'Vall «f King EJ- 
<c Sheriffs, 9 ' (who, in their refpeftive Counties, it is well known, were, in thofe Times, the Re- ww * *• 
ceivers of the Crown Revenues) CL <vix. Thofe of Glocefter, Bedford and Bucks, Oxford, Kent, Sur- 
" ry and Suffix* Warwick and Leiccfter* Somerfet and Dorfet* and EJfex* to fend up to London, 
each a certain Number" [needlefs here to enumerate] €C of Bacon-Hogs, amounting in all to 
278,** [for lb we here t ranflate the Word Bacones* agreeable to the beft Edition of Ccnvel's Law 
Dictionary or Interpreter; though Flitches of Bacon feemed to us a more natural Interpretation, 
more elpecially as Hogs follow immediately after] cc 450 Hogs, 440 Oxen, 430 Sheep, 22,600 
ec 'Hens and Capons, and 1 3 fat Goats:" What this King fent for from other Counties does 
not appear ; but from thefc huge Quantities alone of Provifions, wc may guefs how large the 
Number of Guefts at this Feaft muft have been, viz. No fewer than all who held in Capite of the 
Crown, who had no rcafonable Excufe for their Abfence. 
1274 1 There had been (in thefc Times) much quarrelling between King Edward I. of England and the The firft commercial 
'Countels of Flanders* on account of mercantile Interefts. She had forcibly feized on many Ships, Treaty between 
and much Merchandize, of England and Ireland* (fays the fecond Volume of the Ftsdera* Fol. and F,a ' : ~ 

32 — 3.) Her Fifhers likewifc had killed many Englift Fifhers. In Return, the Englifli had done 
much the lame Kind of Injuries to the Flemings. Therefore, all Differences were now accommo- 
dated by a Treaty between Edward and Guy Earl of Flanders, which is the firft commercial one 
we meet with, even in the F&dera* between Engla7id and Flanders. This Quarrel had its Birth in 
Henry Ill's Time, and was come to fb great a Height, that our Wool, and all other Merchandize, 
were prohibited to be exported to Flanders \ which, confidering that Country's vaft TVoollen Ma- 
nufacture, muft have very much diftrefled them. And we find more Treatings of this Sort, 



cc 



cc 



Anno 1278, wherein mutual Seizures, Captures, &c. of Ships and Merchandize are mentioned. 

King Edward I. when Prince of Wales* had, in Paleftine* borrowed of the Templars there or Aw- r\ 

24,974 Livres Totimois: So, in this Year 1274, we find, in the faid iecond Volume of the Fa:- (?'! IJcc J m our Laxv 
dera (Fol. 34.) a Difcharge given to this King for that Sum by the Matter of the Templars in /-^"ronjjh 
\don* and alio for 5333 Livres, 6 Sols, 8 Deniers, [fnper Ctiftibus* Dampnis, et IntercJJiT] for Co/Is* 
\(Cuftibus can mean nothing elfe, though not in CowePs Interpreter of Law Terms) Damages, 
land Interejt, which Edward had bound himfelf to make good. And this is the ririt Mention 
we find in the Ftvdera of the Word LitereJJc^ which we tranflate Intercft, otherwife called Ufura, ur 
:Ufury, on the Loan of Money, after Dr. Cowrf's Law Dictionary; from which Word, doubtlei's, 
j the modern Englijh Word Interejt came into Ufe, and gradually banifhed the WordUfury, as it became 
; afterwards applicable to extravagant and illegal Interefi: only. Cowcl gives us an Inilance of this 
! Meaning of the Word, under the 50th Year of Henry III. cc Socii Mercatorcs Senenics tra- 

hunt Elyenfem Epifcopum in Gaufam coram Magijlro Alexandra de Fcremya, Jndice a Domino Papa* 
deUgato* fuper trecentis Marcis de Sorte, ct centum Marcis de Interefle." Although, under the 



ct 



Words, Damages, Forfeitures, or Delays, we find it in Efie6t before this Time. We again meet 
with the fiims Word, in the Year 1283, (Vol. II. Fol. 388. of the Ftedcra) when Charles, Prince 
of Salerno, gives a Bond to King Edivard I. for 10,000 Marks Sterling, formerly lent him to re- 
deem him from Captivity, to be. paid at a ftatcd Time, \ctun Dampnis, Expcnfis* ^/Interefle.] 

Yet although (by thefe Records) we find this King's Son, Edward TI. borrowing many Sums The in 
of Money, at different Times, of the Lombard Merchants, who had great commercial Dealings E Deal- 
here, i?iZm chiefly thofe of Florence and Lucca* there is not the Word Intercffc* nor indeed but very ^mml\"P 
fcldom Dampnum, or Expenfutn, to be found in that King's Obligations to them : He only diredts l<x " 
his Barons of 'the Exchequer [then the Managers of the Crown Revenue] to. pay the faid principal 
Sums at the Times fpecified. Pofiibly, thofe Foreigners, for prudential Reasons, did, by the 
•King's tacit Corilent, beforehand add the Interefi to the principal Sum really advanced by them*-, the 
Church, in thole Days, (at lead many of the Clergy) pretending that Ufmy (or any Intercft allowed 
for^ Money) was unlawful or finful. Or poffibly, thole Italians rtfiding here* being fuch great 
Gainers by their other genera! Dealings with both King and People, might be glad to prefervc the 

Rovai 
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Royal Protection, by lending the Crown Money 
lcems to us the molt probable of the two. 

At the Coronation before-named, Alexander ~* , ^,**-»« 5 w» »^ny.i27 4 

uxpence at coming i arge Pofieffions in England* attended, and was allowed the fame travelling gxpences. Honours, 

to Eivward l*a Com- ^ c a< " " " * 

,mll0,K father 



The Xroti King's 



Kino- Edward Vs 



In the fecond Volume, Fol. 45, of the Ftvdera* we find King Edward I. had been under En- 
Brother-in-law, Alphonfo* King of Caftile* againlt the .Mora of that Country, 
out ocing iuuncii iijiib under certain Engagements for the Holy-war* he now gives leave to his 
Subjects to aflift him, and alfo promifes the future Afliftancc of the Ships of England and Gaf- 
cony. And, live Years 'after, he granted leave for that King to build Ships and Gallies.at Ba- 



l V5 



yonne for that End. 
Force. 



This fliews how little 



ICS it* Edzvnrd \. 
begins the Reduc- 
tion of Walo* 



refuted to come to Ki 



ing 



London leildj the 
Ki::g z\ lar^e Sum. 



what ihnil be i'o 
deemed, and why. 

Alio triads and 
•S7a» pt'GM aic to be 
t: e King's in E»g- 

ttithi. 

J :. « n con fi d c- 
r: ' \c P.'aCw this 
'i iiiie. 



Leivellyn* Prince of Wales* having (through Fear of Treachery) 
Edward Fs Coronation to do him Homage, [his Grandfather, old Lewdly;/, having voluntary 
fubmitted himfelf a Vaflal to King Hemy HI.] Edward now determined to reduce him to Sub-, 
jeftion; and probably his fecret Intention was (as foon after happened) intirely to annex Wales\ 
to his Crown. For this Welch War, he took of every Knights-fee 50 Marks, and confiderable 
Sums of all his Cities and Burghs, byway of Loan, London advancing no left than 8000 Maries y \ 
fi. e. 16,000/. of our modern Money] and then he went with his Army thither, by the Way of] 
Flint* where he built a Caftle for Security, and made a great Progrefs in this and the following j 

Year. _ . . . . 

^ ^ tt ^ I hat 

wWcalS 'a'jDogi or aQtf, efcape alive out of the Ship, neither fuch Ship, nor Barge, nor 
any tiling within them, fliall be adjudged a Wreck * but the Goods fhail be laved, and kept by 
the Sheriff for the Benefit of the Owners, otherwife they fhall remain to the King, And 
by the Aft of the 17th of Edward II. Whales* and great Sturgeons* taken in the Sea, &c. were 
to be the King's, except in certain privileged Places." 

In the fecond Volume of Rymer's Ftvdera (Fol. 1065) we find a Letter in this Year from Albert, 
like of Brunfxvick* to King Edward I. in Behalf of the Merchants of Bremen* (which City was 



cc 



cc 



By a Statute this Year (VhEdw. I. Cap. iv. concerning Shipwrecks) it was decreed, 



1 



ZW™ for their commercial Aftairs, as in the Time of his royal Anceltors ; the Brimmers being 
at this Time at Variance with the Londoners* becaufe [as related two Years after, in a Letter 

from the Masiftrates of Bremen to King Edward] Herman* a Brcmener* refiding at Iwto, had 

ng on the City or 

MT ■> w» _ •*• . * *~ 1 a n T 

The ajRrcgatc Body London. This 

of Foict|*ners in it was, in thofe ~ , - e 0 . - „ Tv A . rj 

^/.m were an- Nation of Foreigners, refiding here, were obliged to anfwer tor the Mildemeanors 

fwei lor '"10 (Joiulutl dividual Perion or their IN umber. . 
oF eveVy'inai?idud is faid Co have been now firft coined at JW* S and as the free Cities of Italy were in 

of them. thofe Times, always prior to the more weftcrn Parts of Europe in Point or Commerce and lm- 

Go/,i firft oincd at „ rovcments , this ; « <nnrW rirrumftantial Proof of Mr. Ecbard" S Mlftal 



!, without paying his Proportion of an Impolition laid oy tne jving on tne ^icy or 
partly fliews Bremen to have been then a confiderable Place ; and it alio lhews that 
: Times, a general Rule in England, .that the aggregate Body of every particular 



provements, 

have been coined in England fo early as the Year 1257. 
r /> i»- r 7am0m Prince ot Wales, being unable to withftand the Power ot King Edward I. who, 
S^'^«A^S«^ 1^ in' this Year, cut a very broad Way through a ^ 
r..i„:V. , i_ 13 1 ./ ix.ik.__ t j ie Heart of Wales* and drove the to their uHiai 



fiibmila to hard 
Terms and op y 
a threat Su»» '»/ Mo- 
ney. 



thereby opened a Paflage into 
Retreat on the Mountains 

Anglcfdy* he therefore was forced to come to King 
Peace, 

dern Money) 



with his Fleet, he gained Pofieffion of the Ifle of 
Cine Edward's Terms, viz. For the obtaining of 



oney) [a vaft Sum indeed, and probably tmpoffMe to be then ranee 
fences of the V/ar -* and to hold for the future the Me of Angle fa 
Fee-farm* at the yearly Tribute of one thotifahd Marks. Yet Edw 



150,000/- of our mo- 
at once in Wales'] for 



both the faid Payments. 



The D Jurt Sen ACCO 

formed by an I nun- modern 

(iauon. 



ifeland. 



Charier ot" the 
CiWjufP&rtu 



this Year 1278 to the 



1 wv fantou* M'**-:- 

intia Act of l J irlia- COHipla 
nicni n.aJc for the 
iJcnriu ui Comment. 



Inundation, which utterly and irrecoverably drowned 33 Villages, befidcs Farm-houfes m the 
open Country. It was probably occaiioned by an Earthquake. 

We do not find in the Fatdera any Charter of King Edward I. in 
CiM«e-Ports : Yet mentions fuch a one in this Year, wherein after reciting former 

Can tJcs of Privileges, even as far back as King £fa»vf the C*»/#>r>s Time, it was ftipulaced, 
« That whenever die King goes beyond Sea, the Cinque-Ports ought to attend him with 57 Ships, 
« each havino- ao armed Soldiers, and to maintain them at their own Coll for the Space of 15 
« Davs " For which thofe five Ports had fundry Privileges bellowed on them by the Crown j 
fuch as Freedom from many old and cuftomary Taxes and Dunes ,11 buying and felling every 
where -in the Election of their own Officers, &c. many of which arc now become obfolete. 
The exorbitant Riches and Power of the Clergy and Convents m England had been long 
lined of as a -rcat Grievance. The blind Zeal of the Laity, in bellowing their Eftates to, 



\ 



1276 



12 



7; 
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*=Y «H«U. Ufa, « ^ higWy n S c & to be retained > o,han«fc in Pro 



cefs 
the 



of Time, all the Lands of the Kingdom would fall into the Hands of the Ecclefiaftics 

-Church never dvincr nor alienating, and at the fame Time conftantly acquiring additional 
Cluiitii nevei tiyin u. «. ir „„ e u nr i ' n Mioed Kino- 7o/j« to lien. 
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« bv Will or otberunfe* their Eftates to thofe fo-ca lied religious Purpofes, and to Societies that 
" never die without a Licence from the Crown." It was called the Mortmain Acb, becaufe it 
reftrained Eftates from falling into Hands where they lay dead for ever, and did not circulate, as 
other Property does, for the Benefit of the Occafions and Commerce of the People j or (as Mr. j 
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D \Rapin well cxpreflcs it) from falling into dead Hands % that is, Hand's of ho Service lo the King and 
\ the Public, without Hopes of their ever changing their Owners. Had the Church gone on, amaffing 
litotes, as till now they had done, general Commerce and Manufactures would have been abfo- 
lutely prevented, and the Body of the Laity, in Leather Jackets and Rags, would have only 
ferved to till the Lands of the Church, (u e. of the whole Kingdom) excepting perhaps the De- 
mefne-Lands of the Crown ; though it is not improbable that many of our Kings might fall 



(and fome aftually did fall) into the like blind Zeal with their Subjedls. 

^ t._ r»,«mrli "YV-ni- r»r* Kino- TtJvrystrA T ( urrnnWnty rr% JVfadox's T-TifV 




the Science of- Money-coining. 



The Coin of England being, at this Time, in an impaired and adulterated State, occafioncd by yh.v.y y^s arc put 




z8o 



the guilty might not efcape ; 280 of whom (of both Sexes in London) were convicted at clipping 
the good, and of coining and uttering of folic Money, who were all put to Death ; as were alio 
o-reat Numbers in other Parts of England, the Moiety of whofe Effects was givL-n to the Moufe 
for converted yews, now the Rolls-Office in Cha7icery-lanc at London. 

Contrary to their ufual Cuflrom 
till this Year, when they took 



»m, the Genoefe and Pifans had been a confidcrable Time in Peace, Cms* ami P*f* rc- 
. contrary Sides, in the War between Charles of shjoa and /V/*rof ,:cvV tliur panels 
icily. This pave a Handle for reviving rlxe ancienr Contcii far die 



Arragon, for the Kingdom of Sicily. This gave 

Poficfiion of Corfica. De Mailly fays, that the Genoefe now put to Sea 23 Gallics and 1 ?. Ships; 
yet all that was done was, that whilft the Genoefe returned to guard their own Coafirs in Hsrv.ft- 
Time, thePi/ans, with 22 Gallies, invaded Corjica* 

In this fame Year, Magnus V. King of Norway, (whom others call Ohms ITI. fo dark is the 
Chronology of Norway) according to the Hanfcatic Hiftorian, Werdenhagen, Vol. I. Pars in. 




Cap. 14- cc being inftigated, by certain evil Advife 

too great for his Kingdom's Interelt] " which ' _ 
« the Ports of Norway, they, on this Provocation, blocked up with their jrlcctr ;\\ 
" Ports of that Kingdom, fo as nothing could be brought into his Country by Sea. Th..- ; * 




dip King of that Name alive in 1280, Magnus II. being the then reigning King or iwtfw, y/mcn 
Miftakes are but too common with JVerdenhagenl " whereby the Hanfcatics had not only their for- 
" mer Privileges in Norway reftored, but alio received a great Sum of Money, in Conipeniation 



" of Damages ; which good Agreement continued for many Years after. 

In this fame eighth Year of King Edward I. the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and the Barons : :: 
thereof, had each of them a yearly Stipend of 40 /. and one of the Remembrancers had a like 
Allowance for himfelf and Clerks. Madox*s Hiftory of the Exchequer, Chap. xxi. FuL 5S7- 

King Edward I. by his Charter, (Vol. II. FoL 161. of the Fardera ) now promifes cc to pre- .± r • 
" ferve all the Liberties and free Cuftoms of the Merchants of Germany* having their Houle in nJM ;- £ y- 
" London, commonly called the Guildhall of the Germans, \i. e. the Steelyard] which they, or their**"'"' " c;a 
" Progenitors, enjoyed there. Neither (adds this King) will we withold nor fuffer the fame to 
" be with-hcld from them." All which the faid King's Son and SuccefTor again confirms to them, 
Anno 13 1 1, as in Vol. III. Fol. 268 of the Fadera. Yet it is fbmewhat Arrange, that we no where Smut— iV. 
find, throughout all that vaft Collection of public Records, any fpecificai Account of what their no where \\ c„.i. 
Privileges and free Cuftoms, fo often mentioned in general, did particularly confift; although, in ^'V-" a * 
doubtlefs, they were then well known to fo penetrating a Prince as King Edward L was, who 
probably had a valuable Confideration for this Renewal of them. 

fai 




keep it in Repai 

Cologn, ^triers, Hamburgh* Hunnondale, and Munfter. 



1 28 1 We have an authentic Account of the Grandeur of Hamburgh, even lb early as this Year, under f> :Ur Mi e ' % s C-an- 



1282 





Brother 



Sunday Evening, y/;/;;^ 1282, they cruelly maflacred them all. This fad Event is called, by way ^ ^ ^ 
of Diftinftion, the Sicilian Vefpers, the Bell ringing but for Evening Prayers, being the Signal 0 f j,. t . £ i, Im 
for the Maflacre to begin. Whereupon, there were fliarp Encounters between the Arragouefe 
Fleet and that of France, confifting of hired Ships from Genoa and Pifa, generally to the Dilad- 
vantage of the French, who thereupon abandoned Sicily, but ftill held Naples. 

Pifans maritime Strength is owned to be fo great at this Time, even by its Antagonift's I lifto- \v.ir* between Gr m 
riographer, Baptijta Bnrgus, that it confided of 100 Gallies. The Pifans happened, at this Timo, onJ p *fa. 
to have fided with the Emperor Frederick II, again ft the Pope; but they were, however, in this PtY \ bit ertMtCoi:- 
Year, fo Ibrely beaten in a Sea-fight by the *^^»»^^ «-K.if +u*»xr ir*n- ^t-r»r» c*x* />t- r\f r\%t+\r flicl iMih Gchm, 

Gallies, and had 12,000 (or, as others, i( 

ment; whereby, and by another the following Year, the Pi/ans were fo extremely reduced as 
never after to be able to difpute the Dominion of the Sea with Genoa. They are laid even to 

Author, 

C- dlfpoT- The RepuMtC nF v " 
/'u's utter Overthrow 





wards attacked in their famous Port of Sienna, where they were utterly vanquifhcd^ and that City 
lacked, being moreover obliged, Anno 1299, to pay to Genoa a great Sum of Money for the 

i * Vol. 1. 1, 1 Charges 
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Charges of the War, i. e. for being utterly undone* They were befide obliged tp give up all' A. 
that they held in Corfica and Sardinia; and to render their Subjection complete, they bound' 
themfelves, [like Carthage of old] not to appear, for eleven Years to come, with any armed Vet 
fel on the Seas. Such was the final Ifliic of the long Contention between the unfortunate Repub- 
lic of Pi fa and that of Genoa* for what may be called a Monopoly of the Sea, and of Commerce 
rhough not altogether effected till fome Years later than this Time. 
Hamburgh has many The Herring Fifhery was dill fo famous on the Coafts of Schonen? that Lambecius exhibits a 



Privilege- atSefoutn Grant, Anno 1283, from Eric VI. King of Denmark-, (never before publilhed) to the City or 
Herring Fair. Hamburgh? of a Piece of Ground, whereon to ereCl their Booths [Tabernas fuas'\ during the an- 
nual Herring Fair on chat Coaft. That King al/b grants the Hamburghers all die Favours and Pri- 
vileges at this Fair, which the other maritime Cities of Slavia [/. e. the North Coaft of Germany? 
or South Shores of the Baltic Sea] had enjoyed from himfelf or his Anceftors. Although this be 
the firft Time -we find mention of a Herring-Fair at Schonen? (like that afterward at Tannouth) 
yet we have leen, under the Year 1204, that there was then a great IIerring-Fi/hc}y on this 
Coaft; but it is plain that now this Fair was held on Land, i.e. on the Sea Shore, near their 
Ships. 

Horrible Sen-fights No twith (landing what we have before related of the Fall of Pifa's maritime Strength, under 
between the Goicrfe c ] ie Year 1 2 82, yet as that Fall was foinc Years later, we muft now relate what happened when, 
and Pi/am. j n t j ie nexc y ear ^ pjfa f ent OIlt a p[ cct Q f <j 0 Gallics againft Genoa. " The Genoefe?* (according 

to De Mailly ) cc in the Space of three Days only, equipt 70 Gallies to encounter them, which 
(lays he) is the more furprizing, as, at this Day, they could hardly fit out 10 Gallies in a whole 
Month's Space.'* The Efjai de VHifloire du Commerce de Venife? printed at Paris? Anno 1729, fays 
the lame Thing; and adds, That, on another Occafion, they built 58 Gallies, and 8 other VcfTcls, 
called Phalefes? in one Day, vns. from, or between, Three in the Morning and Sun-Jet. 'J "he 
Reader is left to judge for himfelf concerning the Structure and Size of thele Vefiels, and the Pro 



bability of this Account. In the fame Year alfb, the Genoefe fitted out 30 more Ships, Gallies^ 
and Galeafies againft the Pifans \ and over and above die laid Equipments, there were divers 
others in the fame Year, infomuch, that De Mailly computes that the Gcnocfe fitted out, in the Space 
of this one Year, upwards of 200 Ships and Gallies ! a Thing which feems alrpoft incredible, and which 
it was impolTible to have done, and alfo to have manned them, without a moft exrenfivc maritime Com- 
The Vainer, of fame merce. Our Bufinefs is not to relate all their Sea Skirmiflies, £sV. yet we cannot avoid remarking the 
or CuHuah Galeaflbs. Magnitude of 8 of their Galeafies, fitted out, Anno 1284, along with 90 of their Gallies. Thofc 8 had 

each 1 60 Seats of Oars? being called Pamphiles? lays De Mailly? who adds, That in a Sea-fight this Year 
near Leghorn? between the Genoefe and Pifans? the former having 1 10 Gallies, belides the above- 
Thcir then Manner named 8 enormous Galeafies, they fought with Arrows? Stones? and artificial Fire? [Feu d' artifice.] 
of fighting at Sea* What this laft-named Inftrument of Death was is not now eafy to determine. The faid Fighr was 

a moft defperate one, almoft beyond Defcription, and in the End the Pifans were utLerly van- 
quifhed, and Leghorn burnt; and, to render its Haven ufelefs, the Genoefe funk divers large Ships, 
filled with Stones? at its Entrance 5 and after the Genpefe had taken 28 of their Gallies, and funk 
7, the reft, with Difficulty, efcaped to Pifa 9 of whom 5000 Men. were killed, and 9000 carried 
captive to Genoa? from whence arofe a Joke then current, tfbat there were more Pifans at Genoa 
than at Pi fa. Morifoti Orbis maritimus? Lib. ii. Cap. 23. We muft not forget to note, that, in 
this Fight, each Genoefe Galley had its Shalop, or Boat, for the giving Notice to their Admiral, 
from Time to Time, of their Condition in the Fight. We may here farther obferve, from the 
Numbers flain in fuch ancient Sea-fights, how bloody fuch Engagements were, although Fire- 
Artillery was not as yet invented. And we may alfo note the great Riches and Power of both 
Republics at this Time, when their Meridian Glory feems to have fhone brighteft. Genoa here- 
upon was much courted by their Neighbours of Venice? Florence? and Lucca 5 yet fuch is the In- 
(liability of all worldly Power and Grandeur, this proud State was foon to undergo a gradual De- 
clenfion. For although flie made a confiderablc Figure at Sea in the two next fucceeding Centu- 

yet their naval Power gradually decreafed from about this Time forward, not from their 
Application to Commerce, (as De Mailly very prepofteroufiy would have us think) which natu- 
rally incrcafes naval Power beyond all other Means whatever, but from her intefline Factions and 

Divifions. m t 

We have already related, that this Year was the firft Time that Writs were iffued by the Crown 

to Cities and Towns, to fend Reprelentatives to Parliament, and that their Number was but 21 
Obfervation* on the in all, of which the Names are already given. By that Lift it fliould fecm, that either the fol- 
Counties which at lowing Counties had then no Towns of Confideration enough to have Representatives in Parha- 
rim Time had no ment> ° j n Kin cr Edward's Opinion, or rather moft likely, and as alfo obferved by our Hiftorians 

Parliament Towns, % 1 ^JU***> ^^nTwUrnM^ TVnrrn c mtrrlit* tJtPn hnlr! in T?#»#> nf .SiihifVl-Q ti/V of 



ries 




Surry * and Berkflnrc. In which Counties are now, befide moft of the common County Towns, the 
law** and populous Cities and Towns of Liverpool* Mancbefler y Birmingham? Tpfwich? Devizes? 




little better than Villages, andfbme of the Woollen and Iron manufacturing and tradingTowns had 
no Exillence at all, particularly the prefent opulent commercial Town of Hull did not as yet exift ? 



fo haopy a Change have Commerce and Manufactures gradually brought about to this Nation, 
Some ot the Towns, which formerly fent Reprefentatives to Parliament, did afterwards difconti- 
nue the fame, as particularly tVcft-Chcfter? which Place, upon Application in the Reign of King 
Henry VIII. was reftored again to that Privilege. Other Towns, which, in following Times, 
were made Parliament-Burghs, coming afterwards to Decay, petitioned the Crown to be excufed 
from the Expence of 3 s* <\.d. per Diem for the Maintenance of each Member of Parliament; fo 
difierenr are our Times to thofe : And there are fome Places (for they cannot be called Tozons) 
ac prefent, reprefented by two Members each, which arc almoft without Exillence, being under 
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Burghs were imall and 
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a ft. the Size of a mere Villager Dr. Brady? in his Treati/e of Burghs? oblerves, That Sheriffs in their 
' o Writs for Eleftions to Parliament, frequently omitted one or more Burghs in a County, of 
12 $ Y/hich he gives us many Initances ; and at other general Eledfcions did again lend Writs to 

fuch Burghs. This, he thinks, was purely from Favour, where chofe ' _ 
poor and this, lays he, for aught I can find, was without the Dire£tion of the King or his 
Council. He adds, That there were many fuch Omiffions for 300 Years after this Time, 
rounded on fuch Reafons ; fome of which Burghs fent Burgcfies but once or twice before the 
?ears 1640 and 1641.- — He is alio pofitivc, that fuch Places as paid a Fee-farm Rent to the 
King, always fent Members to Parliament, although perhaps they might not be Burghs, u e. 
Corporations, in a legal Sen/c ; of which there be many at preient alfo, who have no higher Officer 
of Jultice in them than a Conltable. 

Laftly,. This Parliament was undoubtedly the firft that gave an Aid towards the Nation's De- The E»cf{& Purlin- 
fence in the Manner done in our Time, by all the three prefent Denominations of Com- confeimted as 
mons, viz. Knights? Citizens? and Burgcfj'es? as well as by Lords Spiritual and Temporal ; but rhe at P rc,c,it - 



Rcprefentatives of Cities and Towns late in a Chamber feparatcd from the Barons and Knights 




a t*v-» a v.<i. o ^lv-j , b«*«.iv •* ^^ 4t « ~* trie- ^ccu\cry or 

IVinchefter? (xiii Ediv. I.) for enabling Merchants, as well in Fairs and Markets as in Towns Debt*. 

and Cities, effectually to recover their Debts. tc The want of whicli good Regulation," [fays 

die Preamble to this A£l] " has occafioned many Merchants to tali inro Poverry,* and alfo 

" hindred foreign Merchants from coming into this Realm with their Merchandize ? to the great 

" Damage of Merchants, and of all the Realm." In this Aft there is only mention of three 

Cities of Engla>id? before the Mayors of which, Debtors to foreign Merchants were to be fum- 

moncd, m. London? York? and Briftol? which is Proof fufficient that they were then the moft 

eminent in the Kingdom- This is the firlfc Inftance, from the Norman Conqueft downward, of TLFonign <n:£nfi*»rr t 




from the ill Humours of our People againlt Foreigners : 
Public then underftood. Thofe Foreigners were chiefly Lombards and other Merchants of Italy? 
vi%. thole of Genoa? Florence? Lucca? Pifa? and Venice? who then fupplied all the reft of Chriften- 
dom weftward with Indian and Arabian Spices and Drugs ? alfo with their own fine Manufactures 
of Silk and Stuffs, and with the Wines and Fruits of Italy. Thole Italian Merchants, commonly 
filled Lombards? v/ho relbrted to England? became alfo great Lenders of Money, both to our 
Kings and to many great Lords -? yet our People were ever grudging them their being permitted 
to buy and fell freely, and to hire Houfes for themfelves. They were accufed ot tiling fa lie 
Weights and Meafures, &c. the Truth of which is now uncertain. By fuch Infinuations, the 
Parliaments, at different Times, were inftigated to make very impolitic Statutes againft them, which 
were fometimes foftened, and at length repealed : Yet the Commons, at this Time, granted the 50th 
Part of their Moveables to King Edward I. on condition of expelling them the Kingdom. In 1289, 
however, they were recalled by the King and Lords. Whereupon the City of London eameftly 
petitioned the King to have the Merchants-Strangers lent away again : To which the Anfwer was, 
The King is of Opinion? that Merchant-Strangers are ufefid and beneficial to the great Men of the 
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Kingdom? and is therefore againft expelling them." Upon which wc fliall only remark, That 
many have blamed the City of London for fo often and fo violently oppofing of Foreigners ; fince, 
tho' it may fuit with the narrow Syftem of their own Freedoms of their refpeftive Companies, 
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which are far from being now judged beneficial to Commerce, fuch Oppofirion has by many 
been judged detrimental to the general Commerce of the Kingdom. Our own Traders in Lgji- * 
don? and other Cities and Towns, were alfo extremely jealous of thole foreign Merchants , (as if 
they were Hindercrs ot" their own Commerce) and they were generally the principal Inftruments 
of procuring fuch fevcre Laws and Proclamations againft them. So that they were, even for 
fome Time, reftrained from adting direftly for themfelves, and were therefore obliged to employ 
their Englijh Landlords as their Agents and Brokers for the Recovery of their Debts, £s?c. not 
being permitted to be Houfekcepers in Towns, nor to refide but for a fmall limited Time in 
England. They were, in fhort, for the moft Part, treated in England? in old Times, at beft but as 
a ibrt of necellary Evils. We are here farther to remark, that the Word Merchant? in thofe 
Times, implied [as in Scotland and other Parts it moftly ftill does] all kinds of Dealers or Traders 
whether by Wholcfale or Retail. 

In the Second Volume of the Fcedera? (Fol- 272.) we find a Letter from Eric King of Norway? Commerce hew*™ 
to King Edward I. touching the Renewal of an Alliance between them ; wherein he complains ^f/^au/elpccin lv 
of great Injuries and Loffcs fuftaincd by his Merchants from the Bailiffs, £sV. of certain Engliflj tr»m Ljar, ancai'y 
Ports, and cfpecially from thole of Lywi-Regis. This (hews that there was then a confiderable Fort of Commerce'. 
Commerce between England and Norway? and that Lynn was early a Port of Commerce. It alfo 
in part confirms what we had juft before obferved, of our harfli Treatment of Merchant s-Strangas 
in England. 

In the laid Second Volume, (Fol. 284.) there is a Letter, in this fame Year, to King Edivard I. 
rom Florence Earl of Holland and Zealand? acquainting him, cc That refolving to coin new Money, 
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[twvi Denarii'] he had lent over to England to purchale Silver for his Mint ; and that having 
procured 960/. Sterling [2880/. of our Money] about Bedford" [a Place one would not greatly 
fufpeft then to abound with Money, as being an inland Town of no particular Eminence] 44 his 
OIFicers were robbed of it, as they were bringing it in a Waggon towards the Sea Coail\ The 
Sheriff of the County, however, purfuing the Robbers, recovered the Money, but detained 
it for the King, until he fliolild receive farther Orders- Wherefore he now requefts the King 



it 



to direct Reftiturion thereof to his Order." Which, doubdefs, was complied with- 
A little before this Time, wc find a Contraft of Marriage had been entered into between Ed- p ' n} 0 "* 
ward's eldelt Son Alphonfus? and this Earl of Holland's Daughter; whereby the latter agrees ^^^^X.^Ta^ m 
give 100,000 black Livres 5 ournois with her but the Prince died bef~~e the Confummation. i\ 

Yet 
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si ml of Bii-tvttnVs 
Daughter wiiU the 

Karl of /joZ/ii //« *.*» 

Son. 

I Tales abfiiluccly 



Yet King Edward, in the Contradl of Marriage, Anno 12.85, between his own Daughter and this 
Karl's Son John, gives but 50,000 Livres with her. 

In this Year, (or perhaps rather about the Clofe of the preceding one) the Principality oil Wales 
was ablblutely united and annexed to the Kingdom of England. Lcuoellin, its Prince, had re- 
annexe; to R« s iumt. vol ted in the Year 12.81, and gained lome Advantages in that Year by his Invafion of Ewland* 

but next Year, and the following one, he felt a fad Reverie of Fortune, and was llain in Battle' 
Anno 1285. After which, David, Brother of Lewcllin, and the lalt of the princely Line, had the 
Misfortune to be made a Prifoner by the Englifh, and Edward molt cruelly hanged him up, that 
he might thereby get rid of the whole Line. Thus an End was put to the Independency of 
IValcs, which he immediately united to England, and of which the People of PVales have had no 
juft Ground to repent to the prefcnt Time. 

Either the People of London mult at this Time have been of a very bad Difpofition, or clfe 
badly governed. For in a Statute, (xiiith Edward I. never yet printed in Englijh) after raiting 
the Murders, Robberies, and Riots committed not only in the Night, but even in the ~ 

time, in the Citv of London- it enioins.. that ct none be found in the Streets, either wirh 
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Murders, and burning of Houfcs, 

that 



are other A<5ts of Parliament of this fame Year againit the Increafe of Robberie 

which alfo directs, " For the greater Security of the Coun- 
try, tnat walled Towns /hall keep their Gates fliut from Sun-fet to Sun-rifing - 7 and none fhall 
lodge all Night in their Suburbs, without his Holt /hall anfwer for him. — And all Towns 
fhall be kept, as in Times paft, with a Watch all Night at each Gate, with a Number of 
Men, from Afcenfton Day to Michaelmas" How much more quiet and happy is the prefcnt 
State of Things ainongft us, owing to Trade, Induftry, and Liberty fecurely citablifhed ? 
. . . This Year proved extremely fatal to Scotland, by the Death of its King Alexander III. leaving 

hSi w i «VE~ on] y an InfanC Grandaughter, Riled the Maid of Norway, who died ibon after. Whereupon 

that Kingdom was miferably affiifted by the Contentions about the Succeftlon to irs Crown : 
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King. 



Whereby cruel Wars and Bloodihcd were occafioned (with only Jbme few Interruptions) 
the two Sifter Kingdoms, for aimoft two Centuries following. During which France mi 



between 

_ . made Scot- 

land her Dupe for gaining Advantages in her Wars with England. Happy had it been for both 
the Britannic Kingdoms, if the Scots Nation had, in the Beginning, peaceably fubmitied to King 
Edward ; for then Scotland would long before now have been much better improved and culti- 
vated than it is at prelent : Or elfe, that Edward had made a permanent Conqueft of it, as he 
Jtrenuoufly endeavoured ; in which Cafe England would have laved the Lofs of much Treafure, 
and of Jb many brave Men as were from Time to Time deftroyed in the Scotiffi Wars. 

This fame Year produced the firlt Law relating to High-ways or Roads leading from one Mar- 
ket Town to another, which indeed was principally intended for preventing of Robberies. It di- 
rects, (xiii. Edward I. Cap. v.) " Thole Ways to be enlarged where Bulhes, Woods, or Dikes, 
[/. e. Ditches] be, where Men may lurk* fo that there be neither Dike, Tree, nor Bufh within 
200 Foo t on each Side thole Roads, (great Trees excepted.) If the Lord of the Soil neglect 
to do as above, and Robberies enfue, he Ihall be anfwerable for the Felony, &c. In the King's 
demefne Lands and Roads the like Rule Ihall hold, and no Park fhall be lefs than 200 Foot 
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from the High-ways." 

We have fhewn under the Year 1237, that the City of Lo?uion came early into the bringing of 
fweet Water by Pipes into it. And now we find by James Howell's Londinopolis, and others, 
cc that the great Conduit, in the Street called Cheapfide, was caftellated with SLone, and cifterned 
" with Lead, (as that Author exprefles it) being fupplied with fweet Water conveyed in Pipes 
ct of Lead under Ground from Paddington u e. from the Springs in the Manor of "Tyburn, as 
already mentioned under the above-named Year 1237. So that they leem to have been near 50 
Years in thus bringing that elegant Scheme to full Perfection. That Conduit was again rebuilt 

and enlarged in the Year 1479. 

By Bifhop Fleetwood's Chronicon Prcciofum, Wheat was now fo cheap as 2j>, 8*7. [/. e, 8x. of|j2$ 
our Money] per Quarter, being about five Times as cheap as in our Times \ and the fame Ye 
was again fo dear as 7.6 s. (or 2/. 8 s. per Quarter.) The good Bifliop:, with feeming Rcalbn, 
eliewhere afcribes fuch great and Hidden Alterations in the Prices of Corn, more to the want of 
Skill and Diligence in the Farmers, than to the Inclemency of the Heavens. Pofiibly too, there 
might, even in thofc Times, have been knavifh Arts praiSlifed herein for private Gain and more- 
over it is much to be queftioned whether the Government was fulHciently diligent to prevent ftich 
fudden Variations. All which Confiderations make it difficult to come at an exact Computa- 
tion of the Kxpence of Living then, compared to our own Times. 

Toward the Clofe of this Century, Morifottts in his Orbis Maritimns, and Faroine in his Theatre 
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The German Kni?htt 



ftho' once barely mentioned under the Year 558.) when the Kingdom was wont to be parted out by 
fcveral Brothers, and not, as at prelent, descending folely to the ekiett Son : " So that at length 
only the innermoft Provinces remained to the eldeft Branch with the Title of King 
other Branches, and the Norman Kings of England, poflefling all the maritime Provinces ; and 
whenever our Kings [fays Morifottts'] went on any Expedition to Syria or Africa, &c. they were 
forced to make ule of. foreign Fleets- and Mariners, until they brought about the Re-union 
of their difmembered Provinces y* 3 which, however, was confiderably later than this Century. 

the uncertain Author of die Chronica Slavica, publilhed by Limlcnbrogius of 



According to 

of the C™fx purdiafe Hamburgh, cc The German Knights of the Crofs now purchalcd of the Marquis of Brandenburg and 
t^Mma^s^^^^ Mifnia, for a larjre Sum of Money, the fruitful and then populous Country of Prufjia, becaufe 
e arums o #*//- cont iguous to their own Dominions of Livonia. Which faid Marquis had before taken the fame 

from the Poles with a powerful Army." By which Purchalc can only be underllood fome 

Part 
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Part of that. Country, probably the caftermoft Pirt of ic tf next to Caw-land * fince this Order 
of Knights of the Crofs had themfelves conquered and pofiefled a great Pare of Pruffia foihe Time 
prior to tliis Tranfiuftion; 

In thole early Days, Commerce was not fo perfectly well underftood as to be made in any Ird**a* T« 
great Degree fubfervient to the political Incerefts of Princes and States. Of this we have an In- l ,m,l **j ^anoflae 
ftance under the Year 1289, the xviith Year of King Edward I. when an Aft of Parliamant palled, £™ufe y cdmmcrc^* 
fCap. i-3 relating to the Kingdom of Ireland , the fourth Sc&ion whereof gives cc Leav 
" Kinds of Merchandize to be exported from Irela?td, except to the King's Enemies, 
tainly then, as well as now, there were fbme Jri/b Commodities that interfered with the like in 
England * and particularly Wool and Leather. Evch much later than this Time, we find another 
Law to the like Effect, in the xxxivth Year of King Edward HI. [Anno 1360, Cap. xvii.'J 
u giving Leave for all Kinds of Merchandize" [without any Exception] tc to be exported from 
" and imported into Ireland? as well by Aliens as Denizens." And alio, Cap. xviii. of the fame 



eave for all was not of old well 

** Cer- underftood. 



Year, it is cnafted 



freely 



:ed, lfe That all Perfons who have Lands and Pofleflions in Ireland* might 
ct import thither, and alfo export from that Kingdom, their ov» n Commodities," Vv hicn Liberty 
would in our Days be deemed unfafe and dangerous. 

Altho' the Poles were never much addi£ted to Commerce, yet near the Clofc of this Gen- /vw difonrrr* th* 
tury, when they were grievoufly harafied by the Tartars, they had the good Fortune to difcovcr r.ch W/ />.•/* of c>u- 
the Salt-pits of Cracow \ which Dtfcovery has helped to enrich them. Yet thole proud, lazy, and inch tlcy 

indolent People have fuffered Foreigners, and more cipccially Jews? to engrofs the Management **** ! " 'J' t ° v *'fl 
not only of their Salt, but alfo much of their Corn Trade in which laft Article Poland i'o greatly mucsiof i.hcir Cun 



abounds. 



Trade. 



The Time was now come for the utter Banifhment of the Jews from England, after they had Th ■ s irter!/ 
lived there even from before the Norman Conqueft. The Englifli Nation had long de fired 10 get cupelled £* A 
rid of that People ^ but the Prefents they made to the Kings and to their Minilters, had till 
now diverted this Storm : Infomuch that it was computed they had paid to the Crown, in only 
feven Yean Space, vfas. from the 50th Year of King Henry III. to the 2d Year of the prcicnt 
King Edward I. no lefs than 420,000/. [or 1,260,000/. of our modern Money.] No wonder 
then that the Court protected them fo long, fince they fleeced them at Pleafure being a kind 
of Bank for them from whence to fqueeze out Money, whenever the Kings or Minifters were pinched 



in that refpeft : Which our Kings could always do, as they were in thofe Times abfolute Lords 
of their Eftates and Perlbns \ having had for that Purpofe a Place at Wcftnunfter? called the £*- 
chequer of the Jews, where all Matters relating to that People were regiftered and they had 
alio a JuJticiary appointed* by-die King. Yet their infatiable Thirft of Gain, by their exorbitant 
Ulury, and (as it is alledged) by their debafing and diminifhing the Coin, and other unlawful 
Practices, brought on their Banifhment. Sir Edward Coke thinks they were not (ftridtly fpeaking; 
legally baniflied * but that the Aft of Parliament made in this (xviiith of Edward) at IVeftmin- 
fter* called de Jtidaifma, having banifhed their Ufury, (as he phrafes it) they thereupon chofe 
to banifh themfclvcs into foreign Parts, where they might live by their Ufury and that they, for 
that End, petitioned the King, that a certain Day might be fixed for their departing the Realm 
with his fafe Conduct. Yet others think they were all forcibly expelled, being in Number 
16,511, Men, Women, and Children. The King feized on all their immoveable Eftates : And 
the Crew of a Veflel, which carried many of them from the River Thames, not only feized on all 
they had left, but mod cruelly threw thole miferable People into the Sea for which many of 
them were hanged by the King's Order. By their Money Tranfaftions they were become very 
rich in England, more efpecially in the great Towns, as London* Brijlol, York, Lincoln, Oxford* 
&c. They were accufed of, and fbmetimes cruelly treated for, Crimes which it is probable they 
never committed, occafioned by the Violence of a bigotted Clergy, the Ignorance of the Laity, 
and their Hatred of the Jews : Such as their crucifying of Chriftians Children annually, and 
other fuch wild Stories relating to their Zeal for their own Belief. They had been expelled France* 
Anno 1143, and were again banifhed thence in 1307. They were numerous in Spain till 149^ 
when expelled thence tho* it is thought they are ftill numerous there under the Name of new 
Chriftians* and alfo in Portugal, tho* banifhed the latter Kingdom, as alio from Naples and SMiy\ 
Anno 1539. Of all Parts of Europe? they are rnoft numerous in Turkey, at Salcnicbi [[the ancient 
Theffalonica\ in Greece, being faid to have 24 Synagogues in that one Place only. As they are nor 
permitted in rnoft Chriftian Countries to be Proprietors of Lands of Inheritance, it is natural 
enough for them to fall into Commerce and Money-dealings • in which they are certainly very 
expert. They are, in our Days, faid to keep up a regular Corrcfponuence with thole of their 
own Nation throughout all the World ; whereby they are faid to gain great and early Intelli- 
gence in their commercial Interefts, fo as to be too often an Over-match for others and, on this 
and other Accounts, they have frequently been admitted into the Cabinets of Princes. 

The Kmperor Rodolph I. having, in this laft Year of his Reign, granted, or at leaft much en- The free Chics of 
larged, the Freedom of fundry Cities of Italy, for certain Sums of Money, (as related under the J i a l x r £" »W« 
Year 1259) that fame Freedom or Independency, as will ever be the Cafe, inspired them with d^Jndlmiof th* 11 " 
a Spirit of Commerce and Improvements of various Kinds ; and as all or molt Part of the imperial Empire. 1 ° * 
Authority over Florence, Genoa* Pi fa, Sienna, Lucca, &rc. was now given up, thefe became now free 
States. So that there were quickly in Italy (as Mr. Rapin deThoiras elfewhere obfervesj almoft as 
many Sovereignties as Cities. 

At thi.* Time thofe before-named Cities, together with Piftcia, Venice, Milan, Bcknia* Sere, 
were become by far the wealthieft, molt improved, and molt beautiful Cities "in Europe, by means 
of their foreign Commerce, which enabled them gradually to (hake olf that Rult and B-irbarifm 

" ,L '" L y '~ A -—-«•-■ — -•« r _._n « - « rn Empire. 

w of all their ThcKimulcincof 

moveable Goods to the King ; which, on the City of London, amounted to no more than the Manic; uf im- 
2860/. 13s. Sd. [i.e. 858*7. is. of our Money.] Whereby it appears, that no true Efti mate f^ 1 ^^^ 
: can now be made of London** then Wealth from this Tax: For that it h now become imprac- rJbjv'nam u tcrh- 
! ticable to a fee r tain the Manner of their laying the laid Tax of Fifteenths, and alio that of Tenths, \oL 
Jtho* irapoled, the laft Time, lb lately as in the former Part of King fames Vi Reign. For many, 
Vol. I. M m w it 



which had overfpread Italy as well as the reft of Europe fince the Fall of the vveftcn 
In this fame Year (xviiith of King Edward I.) the Parliament gave a Fifteenth 
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Queft 



thi' C MaTirlTl f£ i ^ ar % at , ,en S th arr5ved to the ConduHon of what is called the Holy-War bv thr T „c r 
812KM? ^m" 7 i ? r£S * ,° r *c laft Place which the M jb held on the^Con ine/t of 

toxica* Soldans ; of Egypt having difpoffefied them of all the reft before. Whereby an End waf nnr 

the wild, dcftru£tiye, and romantic Expeditions of the Croifadc, which had coft iEm£ £ "J" 
n M-r-- r Ica rs, wa;. from ics Commencement to this Year, about ST^w Millions of A/ton U^aL • 
Si S «™ °f Money ; wheeby Bto^, for a long Time »fter, iS^feUtoS E^opuS amuf 
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the greateft Advantage from it, by affuming to themfelves not only to command 
tea the Undertakers of thofc Expeditions ; and as they iffucd out t °E 

The Pores anJ « Kin" y .,?J p n th ;v^ r s both ~i^v and /, ifl:ributcd b -' their w^s. Vh£; 

Ucrgy ri,c f M jy ti < nc Km S s and Princes of Cbrtftendom went thither themfelves, difmal generally were the fm, 1 
Gainers ly the icquences to their own Dominions ; their People being not only grievoufly fleeced or thdr 

ffotv-lffir. " I real LI re. Ill nrf rr rn nrpnnrp fnr Mn^ A^w#»ntnw. P L -T- t_n y ~ * U1UI 
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^- eo P le " ll V " j-iicgrcmu iruiuute or cue Ulinltians, was their nor 

firft of all attempting the Conqueft of Egypt before their attempting Syria 

Mr. Fuller i with equal Honefty and Judgment, concludes his Account in tl 

Holy-War 



ct the r/7/r/<?, 



cc 



tc 



cc 



tc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



CC 



r was, tor Continuance, the lengefi,— for Money fpent, the cofiUeft,— for Bloodfted' 
tor Pretences, the moft p/raj, — and for the true Intent, the moll W///V rh<* w™i.! ! 



^ UJdl x nnces wno went tins voyage, lolcl or mortgaged molt of their Means, (i. c Lands) md tin 
Clergy were generally their Chapmen. They ufually advifed the Princes (feeing this Aa'ion wa 
for GftrgP and his Church) rather to make over their Eftatcs to fpiritual Men, of whom thei 
might again redeem them, and from whom they might be lure to find the faireft Dealing 
than to Laymen. Thus Godfrey Duke of Bouillon fold his Dukedom 

and his Caftles of Sartmfy and Moufa to the Bifhop of Verdun, who n'..„ .^..^^ tJlc wcv OI 
Verdun of his Brother Baldwin. By fuch Sales as thefe, the third Part of the bell- Fiefs in 



to the Bifhop of Liege, 



** to fell Heaven dear. So that this War laid the Fou 

F tree's r.fifii f by After thefe Inflexions, we may add, that this Holy .. „. „ V4 „„. ^ UiI1 Ui lllc WCICcrn 

thr lio!j-u-, t r. Princes, put them upon the temporary and very ill-judged Expedients of either raifino- the no 

nimal above the intrinfic Value of their ancient Silver Coins, [or, (which is the fame) the coining 
ot Money with the old Denomination, but of a fmaller intrinlic Value ;] or elfe, of debafin? 
the Coin, by adding more Allay therein than it ought to have j tho' the firft Method was moll 
generally purfucd. This began firft to be praftifed in France and England, and next in Cermanv 
the Netherlands, and Spain: But the free Cities of Italy, viz. chiefly Venice, Genoa, Florence, and 
Ptfa, who had hitherto engroffed all the Commerce no the Eaft, and almoft all of the Weft alfo 
did not come into this deftru£tive Scheme. ' 

the s£fe& ^}™F ran r Ce \ ^ in S P f" li P the Fair funk ac oncc the intrinfic Value of his Sols and Deniers to two 

whim it kZ>« lip ii,c , hir , of thcir nominal Value ; and what he had done in this refpefl to the People's Lois, was 

nominal Value of PY them revenged on the milerable yews- whom thr hlinrlfH VrnrAe 

iht- Coins of moft thors of that Alte 

P.in of Enrtpr. as c i iey bee _ ^ _ ^ 

of England did not begin to be legally climiniflied till about half a Century 

Thus this Holy-War brought Poverty, Depopulation, and Deceit into the Countries of die 
JVeJt ? depreflcd the Laity, and exalted the Pope and Clergy above all rcafonable Bounds. A 
Spirit of expenfive Gaiety and romantic Chivalry was thereby alio introduced into the IVcJi - y and 
as the old Stock of Nobles in Germany^ France and England* was by that dellruAive War very 
much dimmifheel, it occafioned Abundance of new Families to be nobilitated in thofe Canneries 
ior fupplying of that Defe£t. 

dentin ir , tvt 0 " the £ thfer Hand; from fo many Evils fame Benefits fpmng up. The Holy-War made the 
M*~*\h™tS l ° g ,at,ons °f thc We fi acquainted with the Praduftions and ManiiiSifturcs of the Eajl, and with the 
JiofyM'ar. Levant.* Even the Danes* as well as the Fri/bns and Englijli* (fays Maimbonrg in his 

Hiftory of the Craifade) had their Fleets in that War. Altho* in after Times, (cfpecially in the 
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How the three mili- 



brought into thc Weft, and fome of them were naturalized in Italy* and thence, by Degrees, 
came into France* Germany* Spain* England, and the Netherlands. 

tary Orders were dif i • X™st Idm * t,iu ? loft > ^ecaufe fufficient Succours werp not fent, the three religious-military 
pofcd of; after the ^ kxa &^T % Orders of <Tcmplarj* Hofpitahrs* and Teutonics* were now obliged to fhift for. thorn- 
Lofc QfPaAfiiue. leJvcs ellewherc, the Sea being open to them, and many Venetian* Genoefe* and other Gallics being 



then in the Port of Ptolemais. 
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j> 1 tm The Templars getting firft into Greece* from thence, dio* a Chriftian Country, they out- i* The Temfifan. 
im , * | ra cyioufly carried off a great deal of rich Booty, as if in an Enemy's Country, and then fettled 
a ' 1 "lin*thc weftern Countries, where they enjoyed fo many noble Manors, and more efpecially in 
France* nil by their Luxury and other Vices* (and perhaps yet more by their Wealth) they were in 
the next Century totally fupprefied there, and foon after all over Europe. 

The Knights Hofpitalersof St. John of Jertifalem? retired firft into Cyprus. Henry? then King of 2. The ICni^n ihf- 
that Ifle, had, itfeerns, come to the Succour of Acres? i. e. Ptoiemais? with no lefs than 30,000 Men f *; - ?f % *r r -' J c - ^ 
and a <*ood Fleet. On that Town's being loft, he efcaped with part of the Inhabitants in two ° 4 J*"*"****- 
Genocfe Gallics, and in Cyprus built the City of Famagofta? ylnno 1193* after the Model of Acres ; 
[deftined afterwards to the like Fate of being deftroyed by the Infidels] which new City was fo 
advantageoufly fituated, that it was quickly peopled by Genoefe* Venetians, arid other weftern 
People, which foon drew thither the whole Commerce of the Levant. But the laid Knights 
f/ojpitalers growing tired of Cyprus? and being mindful of their Vows, they, Anno 13 10, attacked 
the Ille of Rhodes? and drove thence the Saracen Inhabitants. De Mailly? in his 1 iiftory of Ge- 
noa? lays, it was at the Inftigation of Pope Clement V that King Philip the Fair? of France? took 
it from the Saracens? who had before ravifhed it from the Greek Empire. They fixed, themfelves 
there with Honour and Renown, fworn Foes to the Mahometan Name, till the Turks prevailing 
fo much in the Eaft? drove them thence in the XVlth Century, when the Emperor Charles V, 
cave them the Ifles of Maltha? which they have nobly fortified and made good again ft all the 
Power of the Mahometans to this Day, 

3. The Teutonic [i. e. German^ Order of crojed Knights of St. Maty of Jerufalcm? are laid, through- t«c 7cifsn ! * 
out the lioly-I'Var, to have behaved extremely well; yet, wifely foreseeing its Declenfion, they A."- */v« C# re- 
determined to abandon what could not long be held : And, at the fame 'rime, Conrade Duke of 
Adazovia offering them the Country of Prujjia? or at leaft a good Fart of it, provided they would 
undertake its Defence againft the Pagans [Mr. Fuller calls them Inf. dels? I conceive, impro- 
perly] whereupon mod of this Order went thither, with their Mailer at their Head, fome fay 
ylnno 1228, or, as others, moftly in 1239 leaving, however, a competent Number ftill in Pales- 
tine? who did good Service there to the very laft. Yet tho* the Prufftans were made Chrijtians by 
thofe German Knights, it feems they became very tyrannical to that People ? who thereupon ap- 
plying for Redrefs to King Cafimir of Poland? that King obliged the Matter and Knights of that 
Order to acknowledge the Superiority of the Kings of Poland over them ? whereas till then 
die faid Matter had claimed his being an independent or free Prince of the Empire, This, 
however, occafioned many Difputes between the Poles and this Order in Prujfia? until (as will be 
feen in its Place) Albert of Brandenburg? the laft Grand-Matter of this Order, got himfelf created 
Duke of Pruffia? ylnno 152.5. 

Money was ftill paid by Weight [more efpecially, I prefumc, for great Sums] in Germany. Mc«cv i»i <: • 
Peiferus? in his Origines Lipftcafcs? mentions a Contract in this Year between Albert Duke of P*'*' iv/ v.c:j.:. ..• 
Saxony and the Bifhop of Merfburg? wherein the Duke agrees to pay the Money, an:: ponder e? kVaV^T K r 
/. e. by Weight, with Quincances Ufur<e ? which, whether it then meant 5 or 20 per Cent, we cannot ' ' ' ' 
certainly determine. In either Cafe it fuppofes Ufura, i« e. Intereft, to be then efteemcd lawful* 
more efpecially as it was to a Bifhop. 

Treaties of Commerce, and for adjufting ail Differences and Difputes between England and /;.-:..«. A *«ratJ 
Flanders? were now become very frequent ; we have feveral fuch in the Second Volume of the ir. # j\i:-—i *i:u 
Fcedera? Commerce being now grown to be of greater Confequence to both Nations. In p. 5 >6 * ,t, **' rj * 
of that Volume, Anno 1292, we have one, whereby, cc the Ships and Merchandize of the Flemings? 
cc which had been detained in England on account of former Differences, were now agreed to be 
ce reftored." The free Cities of Flanders generally favoured England? on which Nation they fo 

depended for their Wool, as without which they could not carry on their vaft Cloth Ma- 
nufacture ? but the Earls of Flanders were often obliged to keep Mcafures with France? and rhis 



1292 



much 



occafioned frequent Quarrels between the two Nations. Moreover, the faid free Cities, as Gaunt? 
Bruges? &c„ not only claimed the abfblute Right of choofing and difplacing their own Magii- 
trates, but even fometimes pretended to exclude the Earls of Flanders from having any Concern 
whatever with the Government of their Cities : And to fupport themfelves in thefe high Immu- 
nities, they were alio frequently obliged to favour England againft France? which often was ano- 
ther Occafion of Differences between our Kings and the Earls of Flanders? and of the latter's 
mod frequently fiding with France? of which Crown it was like wife, in thofe Times, efteemcd a 
Fief. Thefe few Remarks will help to explain or account for moft of the future Differences 
between England and Flanders. 
1293 1 A War breaking out between England and France? we learn in our Hiftories, that Anno 1293, vt 

100 Ships of the Cinque-Ports? fought, defeated, and took 200 French Ships laden with Wine. a:iJ 
Yet, in Revenge, the French loon after landing at Dover? let fire to and almoft totally burnt 
that Town. 

Vaft were the Expences, Preparations, and Alliances which King Edward I. made for this War 
againft King Philip the Fair? for the Recovery of his Dominions in France. 

To the Emperor Adolph? he engaged to pay 300,000 black Livrcs Toumois? [which Mat then : King £./*c-.?r.r\ 
of tVcftminftcr makes to amount to 100,000/. Sterling? tho* it certainly did not exceed 75,000.] — hjl i ^iK r J ,cl,,ioils 10 
To the Earl of Flanders? [now provoked at the French King for favouring the Flanders Cities] "* ' w ' 
15,000/. Sterling, for the fortifying his Caftlcs againft France. — To Antadeus? Earl of Savoy * 
22,000/. Sterling , for raifing of Forces on that Side. Thefe were to be yearly Penfions, lb long 
as his War with France lafted. His other Allies (who alfo had Penlions) were Albert Duke of 
Atiftria •? the Archbifhop of Cologne? the Bifhop of Liege, and fundry other German Princes ; the 
Dukes of Brabant and Gueldres ? the Earls of Holland? Bar? Moutbeliard? Ju/ic?s? and Luxemburg. 
To the principal Nobles of Burgundy? (named in the Ftvdera? p. 778, in the Year 1297,) 30,000 
fmatt black Livres Tournois. Edward alfo gave Penlions to the Minifters and Servants of his 
Allies : To the Ecclefiaftics (alio) about them, he gave rich Bifhopricks, Beanries, and to 

others, much in the fame Manner as has been in uie in our late Wars againft France in die 
prefent Age- 



» 
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England has si Sea 
War with Vajllle. 
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Silver Mines in 
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chandize the fame 
now av in the p re- 
tell t Age. 



^ublidic» or Alio v. - 

Jiieei to foreign 

Princes for their 
Troup*. 



L'ttrrt of Marque 
and Rtprifhhi the 
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Fzcdera* 



lV»rw«1mgs of the 
//«/. /. - f nv>:s r who 
l»rou "ready in 
Tovvur and Coin- 



icrxc. 



cc 



King Edward I. being now engaged in a Sea War with CaJMe* [as in Vol. II. p. 667 of the 
Fvdera] Dionyfius* King of Portugal* writes to him, <c befeeching him to make Peace with the 
King of Cajlile* fince not only the Parries at War fuffercd much in their Perfons, Goods, and 
Ships, but even likewife thofc bf other Nations carrying their Goods in the Ships of either 
Party." 

King Edward I. having, in this Year, feized on all the Revenues of the Priories-Alien* to- 
wards the Expencc of his Wars^ he left the Monks an Allowance or Maintenance of i8<£ per 
Week, (i. e. ^d. and \ of a Farthing per Day, or very near 8</. of modern Money, and was 
equal to near 3 j. 4^. per Day, if Living was then but only five Times as cheap as in our Days 
(always remembring that their Coins were thrice the Value of ours of the fame Denomination.) 
Thus, for Illu ft ration , their faid Allowance of 1 8 d. per Week, was really 4 J. 6d. of Silver Bullion, 
or 74 d. Day. Now, if Wheat was then, for lnftancc, 21. 6d. per Quarter, (and all other 
Necertaries nearly as cheap) i. e. 7 J- 6d. per Quarter of modern Money, which is about five 
Times cheaper than the modern Price of Wheat, tfr. it follows, that thofe Monks, with 
their iSd. per Week, or with 4J. 6d. in Silver Bullion of our Money, could afford to live five 
Times as well as one in our Days could do with the lame Money : So that their 4.*. 6d. per Week 
of our Bullion, would then go as far in Living as five Times as much (or 1 /. %s. 6d.) would 
do in our Days. 

Hiftorians make mention of certain Siher Mines to have been digged this Year in Bevonflnre \ 
but the Quantity of Siher ieems to have been inconfiderublc, yielding only 704 Pound Weighr ; 
and nothinp- is now to be found of that Metal there. 



A.D. 
1294. 
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679, of the Ftvdera) that the Rules relating to the carrying" 129 
*my*s Country, were exactly the fame then as at prcfent. • 



5i 



The Emperor Adolpb [whom the Ftvdera generally calls Rex Ro?na?iornm* i. e. King of tlx 
and fometimes King of Germany) having complained of the Itopping of the Eajlerling Hanfe Ships 
in the Englift Ports, laden with naval Stores and Corn, till they fliould give Security not to fail 
therewith to the Ports of France * King Edward carries his Point by convincing him, that they 
were contraband Goods. 

In the faid Vol. II. p. 675, we find King Edward 1. had 1000 Foot Soldiers of the Earl of 
" " * • - — - ■ ,r * w j 1 j c j 1 | ie allowed that Earl 



Cuelderland now in his Pay, againll France* for half a Year, for 

1 00,000 black Lvvrcs Tournois and 2000 Horfemcn of John Diuce or tsra&ant* lor tnc lame 

Term, at 1 60,000 Livres yearly. 

In p. 638 of faid Vol. II. of the Fedora* we now meet with the firft lnftancc, in this grand 
Colleftion of Records, of any Thing either like a Licence or a Protection from the Englijb Crown 
for Foreigners to fifli on our Coaits. King Edward directs his Precept to the Cuftos of the 
Seas about Tannoutb* and to the Bailiffs of that Town, " That whereas many Fifiiers from 
" Holland* Zealand* and Frifcland" (with which Countries he was in Friendlhip) " were coming 
" thither to fifh, they ftiould caufe Proclamation to be made, once or twice in every Week, 
" that none do any Injury to the faid Dutch Filhcrs but, on the contrary, rather to clo them 
LC all Service and Affiftance." It is dated the 28th of September* and this Licence was to laft till 

the Feaft of St. Martin following. . . . 

In this lame Year and Volume, p. 
Reprifals. cc A Merchant of Bayonne 
having furprized all the reft of that I 
[/. e. the Barbary Coaft] cc where he laded a Quantity 




Lifbon* as he lay at Anchor on the Portuguese Coaft, and carried into UJb 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



Captors paid the King of Portugal a Tenth Share, the Ship and Cargo being valued at 700/. 

U e. 2 1 00 A of our Money] although Peace then fubfifted between England and Por- 
tiizal Our kins, hereupon, grapts this Merchant Letters of Marque [Licentia Marcandi^ 
a *ainft the Subicfts of Portugal* wherever he can feize their Effects, and eipecially againll 
thofe of Lifbon* for five Years, or, until Ke fiiall reimburfe himfclf all his Loffes, and no 
longer ; and to account to the King for any Surplus he might take over and above his real 

Damage and Expences." va . 

About this Time, Tl e. fub Finem Seadi decimi tertiQ Lambeaus (in Lib. 11. of his Ongines Ham- 
bnrzenfes) tells us, that the City of Hamburgh obtained of the Earl of Holjlcin* its full Enjoy- 
ment of Liberty as an Imperial City* by for ever abolilhing the Jurifdidhon of that Earl s Advocate 
therein. Through all this Century, the Hanfe-Tovrns had carried on a great Commerce, and 
ftrenschened their League at different Times by taking in additional Towns. Yet thefe Pro- 
r^cdirWs did not fail to create them much Envy from the neighbouring Princes, with whom 




It feems Olaus had fufpended, 

Whereupon the Hanfeatics 



beck and Hamburgh. 

Hanfe-Tovrns Privile^ 0 

of Norway* as had been before done by them, Anno 1280; [tt 



and was determined quite to abolilh, all the 

all the Ports 



up 




they loon brought Ulaus to icrms, oecauic or tnc & . c ,u oi.a.uij * XV- • ^ rv- ir". ~e 
Things which Norway wanted from abroad. So by the Interpolation of his tnend Erie King or 

Swedfn* he reftored them to all their Privileges, and was alfo obliged to pay them a great bum 

7 ' n m . a ThJs i nterpofit j on c f Eric* confirms us in our 



Money 
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for King EfavariPs 
War with France, 
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IVerdenhagetfs former Date, as it agrees better with the Chronology. 

Edward Ts vaft Expencc in his War againft 



In this fame Year, for defraying King 

irliamcnt eave a Seventh of all Moveables in his demefne Cities ana mirgns, ana a 

» & . j ^r~~ t .*«^i«- T?i*nom**tU r^f 77j»rls_ Barons, and Knights 



France^ the 




i alfo the 
the King's Sum- 
in Convocation, 

bv 
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by making Elections in every Diocefe by the Clergy and by the Chapters, in the Manner ic 
now is at prefent. 

The Power, Wealth, and Splendor of the RejJublick of Genoa* feem at this Time to have Geno Ss vaft Power 
been in their very Zenith- It is almoft incredible what their Hiftorians deliver of them ? nd ^ p,cn j° J r ho l h . 
under this Year 1295* when being at War with Venice* they fitted out, in one Month's Space, ^ wurTaainit 1 
aooGallies, which De Mailly might juftly call the fineft Fleet which that Republick had ever feen Venice. 
fince its Foundation * and on 1O0 of the largeft of thofe Callies, they embarked no fewer 
than 45,000 Men, all of them being their own Subjects ; which being, on an Average, near 300 
Men on each Galley, demonfirates the large Capacity of thofe Veflels* The Officers of this Fleet 
(to teftify their Magnificence) caufed 8000 Coats to be embroidered, fbrne with Gold and fome 

with Silk. 





Pope Boniface VIII. apprehenfive of the Confequenccs of a War which already occafioned all 
Italy to tremble, tried, in vain, to (often the irritated Minds of both Republicks. Yet it lb 
happened that their Fleets could never meet this Year, tho* that of Genoa tailed to Sicily* 
in queft of that of Venice * and the former returning home, the two Fa&ions of Guclphs and Ghi- G»elpht and Gkihc- 
bclins fell on each other during the following Winter, with greater Fury than ever; daily ^^^^J^ 
Murders happening in the Streets, Houfcs pillaged, Palaces burnt, Csfr. no marvel then that 
fuch a State fhould (boner or later run to £uin. Their Panegyrift Burgus in the main con- 
firms the above Account of their Navy and Army under the Year 1296; and he adds, that 
fuch was their Expedition, that the News of their failing was known before that of their Pre- 
parations for it* 

This Year feems to have given RiJe to a famous mercantile Society which fubfifts to this Day The Origmeofthe 
with Credit and Splendor both in England and Germany* viz. the Company of Merchant s-Adven- Society of Mw^*/- 
turers of England. It is laid to have iprung out of the Guild of Mercers of the City of London •* «t*r*r*o n$- 

7 a Woollen 
1296, they 
joining in 

Society with them all other Englijh Merchants referring thither. This is the Account which the 
Merchant-Adventurers Company gave of their own Origine, slnno 1638, to the Grand Committee for 
Trade of the flottfe of Commons* at their Defence againft the Accufations of the Separate Traders* 
then called by that Company Interlopers. Yet it is certain that this Society had not the Name 
of Merchants-Adventurers as a Company, till the Reign of King Henry VII. 

The Italians* ufually in our Hiltories ftiled Lombards* we find, befide rheir Merchandizing The Lombards in 
and Money-dealings in England* were frequently Agents for the Court of Rome. In the Second ^p^ (i% ^^^ 
Volume, Fol. 705, of the Ftvdera* Anno 1296* <c Pope Boniface VIII. recommends to King ^ rc- opC!> ' gcxl 
cc Edward Ys Protection certain Merchants of Lucca of the Society of the Reifardi** [de Socictata 
Reifardoruni] <c who" (fays this Pope) " were coming into England on the fcore of their private 
cc Commerce." We meet with Jeveral fuch recommendatory Letters in the Fadera from the 
Popes to our Kings in Behalf of fuch Italian Merchants, molt of which were found to have 
tacitly included fome Service or other for the Holy See. 

This Year gave Birth to the ftrong and eminent mercantile Town and Port of Hull in York- Hull\x%TorkJhire 
\jhire, founded by King Edward I. That Prince, returning from an Expedition into Scotland* c°^ n ^. cd j^ d £^"" 
chanced to hunt on the very Spot whereon Hull now {bands, containing then only a few Shep- ^-rdl ^ 



herds Cottages * and he was fb taker! with the advantageous Situation of the Ground, equally 
commodious for Strength and Navigation, being on two Sides inclofed between the River Hull 
and the Eftuary or Mouth of the great River Humber* that he immediately gave Directions for 
its being fortified. At the fame Time he brought together fo great a Number of People to let 
about the Building of Houfes within his intended Walls, that it fo quickly became a Town, 
that in three Years from its Foundation, he incorporated the fame by the Name of Kings-Town 
upon Hull* in the Year 1299. In a few Years more it grew to be a Place of confiderable Com- 
merce, chiefly to the Ports in the Baltic and for the North Sea Fifhery. This Account of Hull's 
Original, is invariably agreed to by all our Hiftorians. Mr. Madox* in his Hiftory of the Exche- 
quer* Chap. xt. p. 292, fays, That Hull was made a.free Burgh* and had a Grant of an annual 
Fair, to laft 30 Days, in the xxvith Year of King Edward I. This well built and fortified Town 
is at this Time in a flourilhing Condition, having many very good Ships and wealthy Merchants, 
and, in general, a very profperous Commerce. 



cc 



cc 



Under this Year, the Annates Flandri<c (Francofurti* 1580) relates, c < That Guy Earl of Flan- Brugr? great Privi- 
ders* obtained Leave of King Edward -\. of England* for the Merchants of Bruges freely to 1*R«* »« 6**1** J, 
purchale Wool throughout England* and alfo to exercifc all other kinds of Merchandizing as am- n * d her great Splcn- 
ply as the Lombards were permitted to do." Whereby it fhould feem that the Lombards* i. e. ' ° r ' 
the free Cities of Italy* as Genoa* Venice* Pifa* Florence* and Lucca* had much commercial Liberty 
9 7. in England* even prior to thofe of the Netherlands. And in corroboration thereof, we have ob- 
reived, under the Year 1293, that King Edward L had gained over to his Alliance Guy Earl of 
Flanders for a certain Subfidy, in his War againft France. In return whereof we find, (in Vol. II. 
p. 740, of the Fosdera) that, Anno 12.97* King Edward 4C grants to the Flcmmings a Community of King RfaWrs 
4C Merchandize and Commerce with England * and particularly free Liberty to buy and tranfport Charter or tirant 

cc from hie T<*rrirnri/*Q in JUra-'^irt Rmtl^nJ T*m>1™,A -»«rl J?,-**?™ TJS"„„/ „u A/T^ of Privileges to the 



from his Territories in England* Scotland* Ireland* and France* Wool and all other Merchan- %J^^% Kn j^ mvt 
dize * and there* to enjoy the fame Privileges as do the Merchants ejf Lombardy, or any other Mer- au rrs 1 erc ams - 
chants, Englifli or foreign" 

King E*iivartt 9 .* 

Mean* 10 (up pore 
his War againll 

Cuftom on Wool from 20J. to 40 s. per Sack. 3dly, A twelfth Part of the Moveables of the 
reft of the Kingdom. And, 4chly, The Clergy, tho* much unwilling, were likewife obliged 
to contribute largely to this great Exigency. Yet after all, moft of Edward's, Allies having 
deferred hnt^ notwithftanding they had taken his Money, King Philip of France* fupport- 
ed by his Allies, the Kings of Caftilc and Arragon* and the Queen of Navar* overpowered 
Vol.. L N n the 




i 3 8 



AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION 



jj.'m\ral of the Seas 

or" Rn& land when 
nrfl nnmcd, a.iii 

v. hvnee the Nam*: 
came. 



the Earl of Flanders* and befieged and took Lifle * whereupon Edward was obliged co mah 
Truce with Philip? which held for two Years alter. v 

In the laid Vol. II. p 
of the Euglijh Seas. 



Boofc III 

ce al A. D. 



• P- 759> of the Fccdcra, we find the firft Mention of the Office of Admiral 
It is an Ordinance made in this Year at Bruges* in the Prefence of the faid 



297 




Roy d*Angl 



alio 



faid 
the 
pre- 



cc 



tc 



cc 



That Convention flipulated, I. " That the Ships of the King's Subje£ts on the one Part 
and of the Earl, on the other, fhall, for the future, carry in their Enfigns or Flao-s the Arms 
of their rcipcOivc Princes, and Ihould, moreover, have Letters teftimonial always on board 
from their refpeftive Ports, certifying their belonging to the faid Ports. 
II. " That Murders, Robberies, £s?6\ on either Side, lhould be condignly puniflied 
Til. " Yet, that no Delay of fuch Punilhment fhould occafion any Breach of Amity 
the laid two Princes." 



ty between 



In 



to con 



a Record ( FoL 654, ibidem) of tlie Year 1294, the faid Leybourne, going out with a Fleet 
nvcy Prince Edmund, this King's Brother, to Gafcony, he is only ftiled, Captain of the Sea- 
men ami Mariners of the Kingdom and Territories of the King. {Capifaneus Nautarum ci Marinello- 
rum de Regno et Potejlatc RczisS\ Whence it may probably 



bly be concluded, that this is the firft 




CC 



C L 



CC 



it came into England** and this, as the learned Sir Hemy Spehnan doth fuppofe, was after the 
Time of the Uoly-Waw — And that William de Ley bourne was the firil* with us that had the 
Stile of Admiral, who at the Afiembly at Braves in the xvth f lhould be xho vwrhl ~f 



tc 



of Admiral, who at the Afiembly at 
Edivard I. was ftiled Admir alius JVIaris 



5> 



xxv th] of I 

was not publijbed when the ftoftoi 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



_ in a Declaration 
That he will endeavour, to the utmoft of 



ot 



in this 
his Power, 

ove 



King E&ivard Vs 
Letter to the piiti- 
ctpal Tow us or" 

Flandtrs* 



The great martial 
Power of our 
Kings by their nu- 
inct 
nurcs 



Bruges in the xvth [lhould be the 
Regis -" [/he F oedera 

wrote \ ct and that, loon after, the faid Office became tripartite. 

In the Fivderc* Vol. 1L Fol. 781 to 786* the Jiarl of Flanders gave 
fame Year to King Edivard I. at Lifle, 

that the Barons, Gentlemen, and Commons of the good Towns of Flanders, fhall appi 

f and confirm the Treaties now made with England againft France, &c. and the Earl obliged 
his Sons like wife to ratify the fame." This conditional Promifc fhews, that the Earls of [dan- 
ders fas we have ellewhere noted) were far from having a defpotic Power over thole o-ood Towns 
of Fianders, to whole Communities like wife King Edward L wrote this fame Year, 173. To the 
Communities of Douay, Gaunt, Lifle, Tpres, Newport * Graveling Dourbourgh, f probably by mif- 

n onrbaivrg\ Cajfel, Dudaw, and Popperinguen ; and in an efpecial manner to 
Bruges, 44 alluring them, as well as the Earl and Count efs of Flanders, That he was hafiing over 
cc to their Aid." It is fcarce needful here to remark, that fome of thefe Towns arc now become- 
quite inconfiderable. 

Readers n 
umber of their 



take written for 



And here it is neither unprofitable nor foreign to our general Subject, to give our 
brief View of the martial Power of our Kings in thofe Times, thro' the vafir Numb 



-ow military mu ^ tai T Tenures, as we have it from fo authentic a Voucher as the Fcedera, (Vol. II. Fol. 766.) 
trs, inilanceJ. King Edward I. now going over to defend Flanders from the French, dire£ts his Precepts to the 

feveral Sheriffs of Counties, telling them, 44 That, whereas, for the Safety and Utility of his 
Kingdom he had refolved to pafs the Seas ; he enjoins them to fuijimon the Arcbbijbops* Bi/hops, 
Abbots, Priors* and other ccclefiaftical Perfons, and even Widows and other Women, who hold in 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



Sfrj canty* 



capite of him by Knights-Service" [20/. yearly then Rent making one Knight's- Fee] 
or Ward/hip, to have in readinefs all their faid Service due to him [the King] of Men, Horles, 
and Arms, at London," [by fuch a Day] cc to psSk the Seas with him, under the Penalty 
of, &c" Letters alio were now diredted by the King himfelf to all 



i-Port** the moll 
confidcrable nn« in 



fiiund Earl of Cornwall, and to other great Lords of the Kingdom 



the Bifhnps, ar.d to Ed- 
Edward* s Plan was to attack 



Philip in two Places at once, viz. on the Side of Flanders, and on that of Gafcony. But a Truce 
being made in the lame Year, (as before-mentioned) King Edward, for the Satisfa&ion of his 
Merchants, diredted Letters of Information thereof, not only to the Barons of the Cinque- Ports, 
but to the Towns and Ports of Yarmouth, Lynn, Jpfwich, Dunwich, Hull* Hojlon, Newcajflle* Portf 
mouth, Southampton* Lyme, Pool* and BrijloL Thefe therefore muffc then have been (as indeed 
mod of them ftill are) the moft confiderable Ports of England for Commerce and Shipping 5 feeing 



Sardinia given by 

the Pope to K»n£ 

James of /trragon, 
who drove ihc 
Pi fans out of it. 
King Ed war J I. 
rctratts fome of his 
illegal Tolls, *sV. for 
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his Parliament. 



the King, on the Occafion of this Truce, writes to the Communities of none other Towns of the 
Kingdom, [tho* London is always prefumed to be excepted, as it was the King's capital Refi- 
dence] but only, in general, to the Sheriffs, Judiciaries, £s?tr. of England, Wales, and Ireland. 

In this Year the Pope made a Donation [as ufual, of what was none of his own] of the King- 
dom of Sardinia to James King of Arragon and in confequence thereof, the now greatly declining 
Pifans were foon afterward expelled thence by the faid King. 

It was in confequence of the faid Truce with France, that an Englifli AO: of Parliament palled 
in this fame Year, purporting, cc That the Commonalty finding themfelves forely aggrieved by the 
cc Toll of 40 s. on each Sack of Wool, the King, at their Requcft, now relcafed them from that 
" Tax, and grants for himfelf and his Heirs, that neither he nor they Jhall take fuch Things" 
[i. e. "Tolls'] "without their common Afient and Goodwill : Saving to us and our Heirs the Cnftcm 
of Wools, Skins, and Leather, granted before, by the Commonalty aforefaid." It is liipcrfluous 
here to remark how precarious the Liberties of the Bulk of the common People of England 
were in thofe Times, fince this and many other Circumftances too plainly demonftrate it : And 
as that Toll on Wool was laid on without the Content of Parliament, fo likewife did this fame 
King, for the viftualing of his Army and Ships, (fays Dr. Brady, &:c.) take Wheat* Oats* Malt, 
Salt-fifh, Pork, Beef, and Mutton* both from Clergy and Laity, without paying for them. Which 
great Oppreflion caufing much Uneafinefs, he was forced to retraft his Proceedings, in order to 
give Satisfa£tion to the Parliament and People. .In this and feveral fuccecding Reigns, the Pur- 
veyors, [*\ e. Providers of Provifions and Provender for the King's Houfe, Stables,r*ahd Joiirnies] 
proceeded arbitrarily for the moft part in taking fuch things by force from the People at their 

'own 



cc 
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own Rates or Prices : And when- Complaints againft fiich unjuffc Proceedings became very loud, 
then the Kings found it their Intereft, efpecially when Supplies v/ere wanting, to free ten the 
Parliament and People, by permitting an Enquiry to be made into ilich Grievances, and alio by 

f A — • * # ^ a ■» * arm 



Miasm 



We are obliged to Dr. Brady** Appendix (No. 26.) for a /,<?//» Record which gives us the a„ 7 „e-p or t s hv 
Demand of the whole maritime Service of the Cinque-Ports* and even more, in this fame Yean Name lummonud 
King Edward I. diredts his Precept, To the Barons and good Mm of the Port ^ Mailings, " T hat, b / K,I, K K ^ Witrti 1 • 

c4 on Account of ccr^ :, ^ n sinrl nrwriK A PPjim r»#*1 *i #* 1 »n >v t-r-i ««r onr^ : *.u ir.^i c*_ . Fl _ for their whole Stsa- 



tc ready anil lend to 



•tain and urgent Affairs relating to us and 0/0- faithful Subjedts, you get l .- 
our Port of London* your whole Service of Shipping, well fupplied with * cm 



ice, :iud more. 



Men and above. Its Memb 



e ; M 



JLcde* EaJlwejion y 



\ n — Jiq/f/ngjr* l ouipsj stnu hi cue n za 

cc Hodcncy, Winchelfca* Rye, Thane* Bcckjhurne* G: 

2. cc Romney* 5 Ships, and in each 21 Men, a< 
fct Dengewcrys* and old Romney. 

3. " Hifhc* Ships and Men as Romney* Member, IVcfl-Hitbe* 

4. " Dover* Ships and Men as Romney and ^ Members, Folkjlone* Fcverfacm* and St. 
tc Margaret* $ not for the Land, but for the Goods and Chattels. 

5. " Sandwich* Ships and Men as Roniney and Zittbe ; Members, Fordwich* Heather, Serre, and 
" Dm/ ; not for the Soil, but for the Goods. 

cc Wc alio defire of you, that over and above the before-named Service which you are bound 
tc to us, you do fend to us all your other Shipping* as well of 40 Tons, as of upwards of 40 
" 'Ions of Wine," [quadraginta dolia vinT ' ' ~- - - - - 



w Meaft 

" aforefaid y which laft demand, however, above your wonted Service, Ihall not be drawn into 
<c Confequence hereafter." 

The like Precepts, dated at Ply mi on the fame Day, were directed to the Ports of • Fever/ham* 
Sandwich* Hytke* Wincheifea* Ritmncy* Dover* and Rye. 

1298 I We find the Animofity between "the two Sifter Republicks of Venice and Genoa, ftill continu- gains* pw - 
1 ing extremely fierce. In the Year 129S, the Fleets of both met in the Adriatic* near Corfou \ «'t. Vava! v Sc- 
the Venetians confining of 97 Gallies, and the Genoefe of but 73. If the Genoefe Hiftcrians are lor > °w 
to be credired, this was ib bloody a Fight, and fo glorious for her, that Venice loft 85 of their 
Gallies, of which the moft Part were burnt, and only 12 efcaped ; the Admiral of Venice and 
7000 of his Men being made Prifoners. This Vi&ory (as well as that over the Pi fans a few 




Author of the Effai de PHiJtoire du Commerce de Venife) 

cc Misfortune or Difafter which the other fhared nloncr 



y 



The Fader a* (Vol 
Sheriffs of Counties 



I. II. Fol. 813.) gives us a Commifilon of King Edward L diredted to the l*: c r-l Purveyances. 
, (who had, in thole Days, much more Bufinefs and Authority than in the R Coin ™ Iir >°<* 
prefent Times) to enquire into the arbitrary Proceedings of the King's Purveyors, and other Siera. qU,ry int ° 
illegal Adts of the King's Officers. This Commifilon was a Sweetner, in order to obtain frefh 
Supplies from his People in Parliament. 

The City and Rcpublick of Florence was at this Time in a very profperous Condition, as ap- Fhrfw a great and 
pears from their authentic Hiftory written by their own famous Machiavel , whofc remarkable wealthy Guy. 
Words fLib. II.} arp, c « At this Time all the Fadtions in Florence became united. They there- 

» iirft built their Palace or Senate-Houfe ; and at this Time our Cirv 



cc 



cc 



as great and profperous a State as it had at any Time been. The Number of Citizens lit to 



' Thonfand 
Tttfcany f 



000 more : 

. . , , - - w - - - - This was 

indeed a happy Time for a People fo factious, and who were feldom long without incelbnc 
Broils as well as foreign Wars. 

This Account of the City of Florence* fo early as 129S, fhews it rnuft then have been one 
of the largcft in Europe , for 30,000 Men fit to bear Arms, rnuft, wc conceive, imply that 
it had 150,000 Inhabitants, including old Men, as well as Women and Children ; a greater 
Number by far than Florence at prefent can boaft of. & 



I2 99| The Genoefe were become fo fuperior, at 

[ 



Sea, to the Republick of Venice, that in their Treaty 
rding to Baptijla Burgus* in his Treadle de Dominio 

iv emoted^ 1 .ih_ IT. Can viii 1 ct t , u^ jv"*,™ 



Cr-sa is fuperior 

co J 't r ice in xi aval 



Genuenfiumin mari Uguftico* (fo often already quoted) Lib. II. Cap. xiii.] "The Venetians are Pllfcl,r " 
prohibited to navisatc in the Great Sea between Conflantino-ble and Stria with arm^ H-IISmc f™- 



cc 



CC 



the Space of \ 3 Years to come. 
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Mark 



dependent btate over another, can fcarcely be inftanccd. 

Mciirfins* in his Hiftoria Danica* is the fecond Author we have met with fo early who mentions Sw-tVarapci 
Stockholm, (the prefent capital City of Sweden) when the Nuptials of Birder* Kine: of Sweden, n ; t,milMled j » 

and Margaret, Siller to Eric VII. furnamed the Piotts, King of Denmark* were now celebrated at Ws :o ""' 
that Place. 



Minor 



1 t ' n' m i"i - o * — - 1 — ....... and to Tl:r enn- 

nave chnltiamzed that Province h where they built the Fortrefs of M'vbourr* for putting a Stop to 



• 

■ ♦ ■ 



About the Clofb of this Century, according to Voltaire's General Hiftory of Earcpe, wa* in- 1 ! «' F-"':! 
vented the fine Earthen- Ware of Faatsa in J/a/y ; which in thole Times ferved the Purpofes ua " ' ; v "" 
ot People of Tafte, probably as well as tiic fine Porceltain does thole of the prefent Time. .All Z'Xts vv:ts 
Uie Arts abfolutely requifite for the immediate Comfort of Life, might, more or Ids. remain 
known even after the Fall of the weftern Empire ; yet in the fucceeding Aw-s, it was Ion* before 
the Nations could altogether fhake oif their original Ruft. 

The Cbroniean Pt™t*r„ n , <mrl oir« M r . Echtirf 'm his Hiftory of England, have given us. in thi« K »f f ."m • Tro- 
A _ wing Provilions, viz. "(xxvii. Edivard 1.) A fat Cock, 1 * * ' : "' ! " 

A ^oofe, 4f / A fat Capon, 24^. Two Pullets for i-^. A Mallard, A Phealanr, ±d. 

A Weron, 6 rf. A Plover, 1 d. A Swan, 3 s. A Crane, ! 2 d. Two Woodcocks for 1 ' r d. A 
tat Lamb from Chriftmas to Shrovetide for 1 J. 4*/. and all the Year after for 4 «/. 1/allly, Whe.it 

8 WJL> 



1 




% 

9 



140 



AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION 

was once fold for 20 d. the Quarter, and in fome Places for i6fl. i. e. 4^. of our Monc} 



Book HI. 



urter, and in lome jfiaces tor 10c. 7. e. <\.s. of our Money. And 
thefe Prices were at this Time fet by the Common Council of the Cicy of London. And the 
following Salaries of Judges are remarkable this Year, i, Chicf-Juftice of the King's-Bench, 
50 Marks. 2. Ditto, of the Common-Pleas, 100 Marks. 3. Chief-Baron, 40/. And each of the 
other Judges of the three Benches had 20 L Salary. Jt 



Wheat 



Money 



iz 99 



7 — ~ j - • ~1 .——^7 

of the prelent Times, as at leaft as 6 is to 1. 



Reading glaiTes or 
SfH-fl/tc/ij, an hillo- 
r:cjl and critical 
Enquiry into their 
Antiquity. 



It is generally thought, that about this Time the moft excellent Invention of Spectacles or Read- 
ing-glaJles for helping the Sight of Pcrfons in Years, or of weak Eyes, was found out, to the 



Yet the 



And 



ftud 

many Trades. Ducange will have their Invention to have been earlier by 1 50 Years, 
generality of Authors agree in this Year 1299, or in 1300, for their Invention, by Alext 
ii Monk of Pifa. Dr. Plott, in his Natural Hiftory of Oxfordfoire, and fome others 
Roger Bacon, a francifcan Friar of Oxford, (who died Anno 1284) to have invented Spcth 
Mr- lVootton, in his Reflexions on ancient and modern Learning? obferves, that his having been laid 
to be their Inventor, agrees very well with the Time in which he lived. Be this as it may, the 
faid Bacon is by all allowed to have had fome Knowledge of the Ufe of Glafs, in the magnifying 

and in the diminilhing of Objects. 

Pancirolhis quotes Plantits, ' to prove that the Ancients had the Ufe of SpeBacles, when he fays, 
/ llrnm ccdo, neceffa efi confpicilio rtii. And Baptifta Porta mentioned Ptolemy's magnifying Glafles 
for viewing Ships at a great Diftancc offi and for reading at a great Diflance the fmalleft Cha- 
racters. Yet it is by no Means certain, nor indeed fcarcely probable, that the Ancients knew 
this moft comfortable Art: And even the W01 



bles, is no ablblute Proof of it. 



is Faber Ocularius, found on fome ieptilchral Mar- 
Neither has Pliny, in his Chapter of Inventions, made any 
Mention oJ: 11 ; at Jeait, it the Ancients knew it, it was afterwards loft which is by no Means pro- 
bable in the Cafe of fo neccfiary an Inftrament as Spectacles to almoft all Kinds of People. 

We can fcarcely put too high a Value on fo excellent and ufeful an Invention as is this of Spec- 
tacles* Irs great Blefling to Mankind, will be clearly difecrned by only confidering, that, at 
the Time of Life that Men ufually begin to have dim Eyes, their Judgments arc generally in 
higheft Maturity. The Afiiftance, therefore, of Glafles, enables them to be much longer ufeful 
to the Publick and comfortable to chemlelves. One cannot indeed help reflefting with a kind oi 
Pity on the Condition of bookilh and contemplative Men before this Invention moft of whom 
muft have loft the Ufe of their Eyes before their Judgment or their Rcliih either for reading or 



Bufineis was impaired. "W 



this* 3 comfortable Invention, that as it was no 



doubt greatly inftrumental in the reviving and improving both of fpeculative and praftical Know- 



A Law made in 

againfl the 
Jmportaciou of fo- 
reign bafe Mor.ey- 



from beyond Sea. Wherein 



Windinilk invented 
ahout this Time. 



founded. 



an Englifb Statute (in Mr. Hawkins** Edition of them, taken from 
" the xxviith of Edward I. inritled, De falfa Moncta, which prohibits 
Monies called Pollards and Croc/cards, which it feems were imported 
alfo very good Orders are made for preventing their future Im- 
portation and Currency 

It is by fome related, that Windmills were alfo 6rft invented about this Time. 
All the Spanijb Hiftorians agree, that in the laft Year of this Century, the City of Bilbao, the 
now Capital of Bifcay in Spain, was re-founded or new built by Didacus Lopez, then Lord or 
Prince of that Province, (fuppofed to be the Flaviobriga of Ptolemy.) Morifotus calls him Canta- 
brue Dominus. Some Authors will have Bilbao to be the neareft of all the Spanifli Ports to Madrid, 
(tho' that may poffibly be difputed) and, on that Preemption, moft convenient for conveying 
thither the Merchandize of the more northern Countries of Europe. Bilbao is likewife the ftaple 
Port for the Iron and Wool of Spain ; there being much Iron in that Province, and a great Ma- 
nufacture of it, particularly for military Weapons, in the Neighbourhood of Bilbao. From this 
famous Port there were very early Voyages made towards Greenland on account of the Wkalc- 
minp, &c. Bilbao, therefore, is long fince become the greateft and moft eminent City of the 
North Side of Spain, and has a great and conftant Refort of foreign Ships thhher, as well as much 
Shipping of its own, and an extended Commerce. 
The Holland Cities Until the Clofc of this Century, or before the Year 1300, (according to Pcnfionary Debits 
til! now but/*™ and j ntere ft of Holland, Part II. Chap, i.) " There was but little Commerce in the Province of Holland, 
finalL te OMr i : rQ r.irips were few and finall" And fin Part III. Chap. Hi.) he obferves, :c That moft of 



" the ancient Cities of Holland were oppreficd, lo long as they had their particular l^ords, who 
ufed to curb or bridle the Cities, as well as the open Country, by Forts and Caftles * but 
" would not fuffer thofe Cities to be walled and fortified for the Security of the Inhabitants ; as 
appears by Harlem, Delft, Leydcn, Awjlcrdatn, Gouda, Gorcttm, &c< But thofe Cities afterward 
cmoyino- more Freedom under their indigent unarmed Earls, when they made ufe of them to 
overpower the ancient Holland Nobility and Gentry, who likewife oppreffed their own Imall 
Cities, they (i. e. the Cities of Holland) did, about the Year 1300, begin to gain the Flemip 

Manufactures, which forfook their former Places of Abode : But they loft moft 



cc 



cc 



cC of them agai 



cc 



were able by 



in about the Year 1450, or foon after, when our Earls (i. e. the Dukes of Burgundy) 
)v their Forces to fubdue all thofe Cities." In the next Century we fliall fee more 



Few or no Reprc- 
fentatives of Cities 
and Towns as yet 
in the Scaip Par- 
liament. 



on this Subje£l. t 

Mr. Pety't, alreadv named, in his Vindication of the ancient Ktght of 



Sco/ijh Parliament, [by 




in Parliament. Although for this Ratification it might be judged proper to have Inch Represen- 
tatives, and poffibly the French King might defire it lb to be for the greater Security. ^ 



1 



OF THE ORIGIN 6 # COMMERCE, &ci tft 

Dr: William Robert/on; in his Hiftory of Scotland? (Vbl; I. Book K p. '6f. Anno 1759) ftbfeiving, 
that ** many Caufes contributed to bring Government earlier to Perfctftxon in England than in Scot- 
1300 " land? as the Rigour of the Feudal Institutions abated looncr, and its Defedts were fiipplied with 

«< crreater Facility in the one Kingdom than in the other. England led the way in all thofe 
** Chano-es, and Burgefles and Knights of Shires appeared iii the Parliaments of that Nation be- 



« fore they were heard of in c7#r.r. Burgejft 



Burgejfe 



i into the S'cottifh Parliament by- 
Laws of King Robert III," [who 



Members 



" of that Aflembly." 

We fhall, at the Clofe of this bufy Century, briefly relate what we lea 
tant Revolution in Afia? viz. the Mahometans (commonly ftiled the Moor 

Indies? viz. - r 

" It was about the Year 1300," (fays the Englijh Tranflation of a 1 

ylfia? Vol. L p. 164, et feq. 8vo,) cc that the Mahometan Moors firft bega 
tc crr^ar Power from the North, conquering: all the Gentiles as far as the 



an J cngrofs us Com- 
met cc 



The Moot 



cc 



of Barbary are but few in Number in India. And tho' the Conquerors of India 
of, were (and their Succeflbrs ftill are) called Moors? yet they were chiefly com- 
xbians? furies? Perfians? Tartars? &c. of the Mahometan Religion." They were found 
efe? at the Clofe of the XVth Cenrury, to have been fettled as far as Malacca? and 
\umatra~ and°wcre even «?ot to the remote Molucco Ifles, a little before the Portu- 



efe Arrival there, Anno 1 500 ; tho* lefs numerous eaftward 

The Portuirue/e even found Moors at Canton 



Me 



Cape Comorin. „ „ m 

of the Moors in India in our Days, we arc not to think any otherwife of them than merely as 
the Mahometan Pdfterity of thofe Conquerors above-named which was needful here to be noted, 
becaufe it has teemed very ftrancre to many who read only modern Accounts of India? how fuch 
Numbers of Moors could go fo Ux from Barbary? [the ancient Mauritania? from which Word the 
Name Maur? which we write Moor? is derived] the proper Country of the faid Moors. Thole 
Invaders found Numbers of their own Religion on the Indian Coafts, who, it is faid, had been 
there ever fincc the Year 900, and were become great Traders in all the Ports of India? as we 
have already partly noted under the Year 933. As thefe Conquerors had come from Countries 
nearer to Europe? they might probably be the Means of making' the Europeans more inquifitive 
about the State of India. For in the two next following Centuries, and till about the Year h ow the E..ft-htd:& 

:h Merchandize of India for the Ufe of the Europeans? by the way Merchandise was 
down to Alexandria ? as alfo (tho* lefs frequently) from the Per/tan ,^2cY^jT'tL 
Gulph up the Euphrates? and thence by Caravans to Aleppo. The Moors alio, in thofe Times, are 5 
faid to have managed all the Commerce of India eaftward, to the Spice IJlands? China? &c. as 
well as. weftward towards Europe. This Method of Conveyance being, in this lame Year, revived 
by the Soldan of Cairo? who diredted the Indian Merchandize to be landed on the Arabian Shore, 
and over Land carried to Mecca? and thence to Egypt, Lybia? Africa? &c. 

We find fo early as in this fame Year, (xxviiith Edward I.) " that VefTels of Gold Were, by Aft A Law in England 
of Parliament (Cap. xx.) to be marked after being aflayed by the Company of Goldfmiths of ™ ^laung G ok 



1500 



Nile 



CC 

cc 



. Goldfinith fhall thenceforth make any Veflel, Jewel, or any other Thing j cltfcl5> and Sca ,;; 

cc of Gold or Silver? except it be of good and true Allay. That is to fay, Gold of a certain a s to their Fincnc'ft, 

c< Touchy and Silver of the Sterling Allay at leaft, or of better* — No Silver Veflel fhall de- &c 

ct part out of the Hands of the Workers, until aflayed and marked by the Wardens of the 

te Craft; and that they work no worfe Gold than of the Vouch of Paris. — Gravers or Cutters of 

tc Stones and Seals, fliall give every one their juft Weight of Silver and Gold. — All the good 

u Towns of England where any Goldfmiths dwell, fliall govern themfelves by this Sratute, in like 

c< Manner as thofe of London. And one of the Trade fhall come to London from every good 

cc Town, for all the reft of the Trade there, to be afcertained of their Vouch" 

From all which it appears, that Wealth and Luxury? even fo early, began to fliew themfelves in 
England much more now than in earlier Times. 

The Venetians? in this XHIth Century, (according to Voltaire? &c.) were the only People that Looking- Glafil-s 
had the Secret of making Chryftal Looking-Glafles. onl y miKic at/VwV*. 

He alio thinks there were fome Clocks in Italy? particularly at BologJia. Ctoeh no where buc 

" The other Parts of Europe? at this Time," (fays that Author, in his General Hiftory of Europe) l ^ r ^ Qh]csof hc 
were far from having fuch Cities as Venice? Genoa, Bologna, Sienna? Pifa? and Florence. And ^^"^ ^ Yeah* 

— ~ ~ " my but thatched Houfes ; Only thatched " " 

Houies in the Town 9 

lot as yet learnt to guard ° f 3,1 other Parts of 
an Invention ib ufeful and K^Chinimcs but in 



" and the fame might be faid of the poorer Towns in Italy. 
" And altho' thofe Countries were over-run with Woods, 



cc 



tc 



cc 



Means of Chimnies, [the Kitchen excepted] 



ornamental to our modern Apartments. 

Middle of a fmoaky Hall, round a large Stove, the 



was 



" the Cicling." 



" Lafflan 

j ct and Simplicity had given way to Luxury. He 
j tc Frederick Barbarofftt f " c - K ~ VTTfcl - ^ — x - 



cc 



Milan 



Wax 



" Week. — Wine was very fcarce, 

<c were deemed JLuxury infbmuch, that even the better Sort of People ufed Splinters of Wood 
inftead of Candles. — They wore woollen Shirts. — The moft confiderable Citizens gave not above 
100 JLivres for their Daughters Portions. [But now/* (fays Lajflamma) •* wc weaf Linen. — 
l*he Women drefs in Silk Gowns, fbme of which are embroidered with Gold and Silver, 
and they have aooo Livres for their Portions, and have their Ears adorned with Gold 
Pendants*] — Table Linen was very fcarce in England. —Wine was fold only by Apothecaries 
as a Cordial. — Private Mens Houfes were all of Wood in Paris, as well as in London 
It was reckoned a kind of Luxury to ride in a two-wheeled Cart in the ill-paved and dirty 
Streets of Paris? it bring forbidden to Citizens Wives l " Tr: — ir — v " et T ~* nr% 



<c 
cc 

tc 
tc 
cc 
It 



Vol. L 



O o 



ct Let no 
tc one 
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cc 



Intercil of Money tc 
ufually at 20 per 

Cent* u c 



Cl 



Of all Europe, the 
trading Chics of Italy tc 
alone enjoyed Con- cc 
veniency and Opu- tf4 
lencc. 



one prefume" (lays an Edi6b of Charles VI.) " to treat with more than aSoop and two DUhes. 

r The Ufe of Silver Kniv.es and Forks., Spoons, and Cups, was a great Piece of Luxury, 
Money was exceeding leprae in many Parts of Italy? and much more in France? in the XJIth 
XHIthj and XlVth Centuries. — The Florentines and Lombards? who were then die only Peo- 
ple that carried on any Trade in France and England? together with the yews their Brokers, 
ufually extorted 20 per Cent, for the Intereft of Money. Great Uftiry is the infallible Sign of pub- 
lic Poverty /—Yet it was qijke othprwife with the great trading Cities of Italy? where alone the 



A. D. 
1300 



Witchcrafts, &c 



Opulen 

feudal Cuflboms, uncertain? tumultuous* and fuperft, 



Emperors of Germany. 

Albert I. to 1306 
Henry VII. to 1312 

An Interregnum. 
Louis V. to 

Chari.es IV. to 
We,\ce5Laus to 1399 
Rupert to 



and beyond. 



1400 



FOURTEENTH C E N T U R Y. 



Succejfwn o/Princes in this Century. 



Kings of England. 

Edward T. to 

II. to 

HI. to 



JRfCff ARD II. to 

Henrv IV- to 
ami beyond* 



1307 
1327 

*377 

'399 
1400 





1370 



Kings of Scotland. 
John B Alio t. t to 1306 

I^OIJERT I. 

(Bruce) to 5*3*9 
Davjd II. to 
IJdward Ba« 

liol rcfign- 

cd to* 

RoilRRT II. tOi 
KOllERT III. to 

/»»/ beyond* 



Kings of Denmark. 
Eric VII. to 

CmR ISTOIMlbR 

II. to 

Wa f . o e Af A R 

III. to 
Ola us V. (who 

annexed Nor- 
way) to 
Margaret, "1 
(Queen of all f 
rhe ihrcc nor- ^1400 
thern King- | 
doms) to J 

and beyond* 




*3"9 
"33+ 

375 
13S7 



14 



Kings of Frame 

Putin* IV. (the 

fair J to 
J.*ou is X. to 13^6 
Philij 1 V. to 1322 
Charles IV. 7 

(the Fat* J to J 1 3 27 
Philip VI- 

(calicd the 

Courtier J to 
John, 10 

Chari.es V. ? 
(the J5P-#y to J 

Charles VI. to 140a 

and beyond. 



1 \ 

»3<54 



! 1 39° 



1400 



Kings of Cajlile (called 
ufually of Spain. J 

Ferdinand ? 
IV. 10 J 1 31* 

Alp hoks o Xf. ? 
to £'35° 

Per £ it (the 

Cruel J to 

Henry II. to 1379 
John I. to 1390 
Henry J II. to 1400 

and beyond. 



J13G9 



: Mr. Rynier* in the Dedication • to the late Qu 
very truly, " Tliatjithefe were Times of great S 



CharaSler of the FOURTEENTH CENTURY. 

The Charaftqr of this fourteenth Century is of much greater Importance to Mankind than any, 
or perhaps than all, the preceding ones, confidered in a purely mercantile Senfe. Great Im- 
provements are effected in naval Commerce throughout the greatelbPart of Europe? and in the 
Dimenfions of Shipping, more efpecialty in Italy? Spain? the Hanfe^Towns? and the Netherlands? 
whereby gradual Approaches were making towards conftituting the remarkable Difference which 
has fince fo eminently appeared .between -Nations* in -Bropprtion to their greater or lefler Culti- 
vation of * foreign Commerce, and : of -Manufactures, Filheries, Mines, and other commercial 
I m provemen ts. Ye 

the Fccde7'a? tells her _ 

cc over, and the > darkeftJPeriod.of'Tiri^es/ , And thefuppofed Royal- Author of the Memoirs 

Houfe of Brandeburg fpeiikfcmuch tp-the fame Effeft, viz. " That Ignorance was at its higheft 
" Pitch in this and the nextHicceeding Century." The Lands of England* it is true, ftill con- 
tinued to be extremely cheap* of -which lbme very memorable. I nftances are exhibited, chiefly 
owing to there being as yet but very few Purchafers: Yet die Rate of Living* and the Prices of 
moftof the Nccefianes of Life, were con fiderably rifea fince the Beginning of the preceding Cen- 
tury. The great Ku1g.JSA0fffff.IIL of England, attentively obferving the yaft Benefits accruing 
to the Netherlands from their extenfiye TVoollen Mflnnfa£lure? the main Material whereof they owed 
chiefly, if not folcly, to his own Kingdom; viewing.- alfo the Beauty, Populoufnefs, Opulence, 
and Strength of their Cities, the; Neatnefs and Wealth- even- of their Villages, whilft thofe of his 
Kingdom were moftly poor, ill-built, fmall, and thin of - People ; and that the Province of Flan- 
ders\n particular was thereby become. fo ; opUlents and potent, as to be a dangerous Neighbour to 
England? more efpecially. when fiding with France \ fuel* Confutations were more than fuJEcicnt 
rodeterrojnq him .to attempt, the Removal of every Obftaclc for. attaining the like. Benefits to 
himfelf and his People* 

Had this Prince folely confined himfelf to the Purfuit of the Woollen Manufacture, that great 
Point would have been fooner and . more effectually aceomplilhetl ; but his earneft Purfuit ot the 
Conqueftof Frame occafioned no fmaHvSufpenfion. of the other Point, by its depriving his King- 
dom, of much Wealth- and People, Yet althou-h that towering Projeft proved abortive, and 
that, in the End, he lived long, enough • to fee - all- his large. Conquelts in France raviflied- from 
him, the lingle Town of Calais only excepted, [and a truly happy Sight it was, or ought to have 
been, for the Englijb, Nation, had-tlitey [then as clearly perceived, as we at prefent do, the infinite 
Mifchief which would, have been the inevitable Confeq.uence of his faid Succefs*] he, however, 
nlflh lived loner enough, to fee his faid.hio.rc falutary Scheme of the TVoollen Manufatfrure generally 

mtach imoroved* He- alfo enadtcd more 



tgtand?,' though fince gradually 
Advance'rncntv of Commerce \ 



The 



X/W Coins, of the, .two Sifter-N^tto been tiie lame in Weight, 

Value, Figure, and-Denominaticin^ from Time immemorial, down to the Miudle of this Century, 
thereby- they mutually and freely! Iciroukitcd in bodli Kingdoms to that Period ; but the Scots be- 
crmniner.now firft to leflen thtJ>-intrinfic-Value of theirs^ ftill preferying the old Denominations, 




Ham* Greeks- and Romans* yet,- from. the-. Overthrow of the weftern Roman Empire, until near 

the 
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the Clofc df the lsrffc* or the Beginning df this XlVfcli Century, we do not find any Gold Coins in 
Ufe even in thfe free States of JiUfyi - vtfho; doubtlcfs, had tlieiti the firffi of any Part of Europe 
Weft, of the GMUt EmpirS ---In 'England; 1 tiic u HtB: : Gold Coins- vfrete hdt flxuck till tlie Year 1 344. 
*-In thfe fame Gbuhtry, foreign Merchants Were "ftill hairdly arid irripbliticiy treated, by Means of 
die ekfclufive Charters grariffc'd tti Lotrddti and othelr Cifciess arid Tbwns.- — The Ports o^" the eaftern 
Coaftof England had, by this Time, fallen into a caniidefrkble Trade to and witK the Hanfe- 
<£mdns of Gefttifaty % arid alio to thofe of'PhuJfia and Ltvdftidi then the fartffeft Voyages made by 
jlnglijhmen, even long before EnglaM referred to the GcfantHeg within the Mediterranean Sea, — 
Next after London, the City of BriftdJ made the grcat£ft Figure of any ih England in Commerce 
and Shipping in all this Century, arid probably long before, as w6ll as- it has done ever JInce, as 
partly appears frorn their making the higheffc I^oans of IWfoney to the Crown of any Place, 
London excepted. This Century, moreover, furnifhfcs us with the mo(t diftinft Account of the 
full Quota of the Cinque-Ports maritime Service to the Crown in Time of War. — Many Improve- 
ments are made in Europe 5 and particularly in Eilgldnd^ Clocks are firlt brought thither, Lmtjj- 
pleadings firft ordained to be in the Englijh Language, fcfr. The Iflands of the Madeira, and of 
[die Canaries, are fully difcovered and iettled, bothivhich were loon after planted with Vines and 
Sugar-canes \ and" the faid Iflands have been extremely affifting to the Commerce of the fevcral 
trading Nations of Europe,- both by their Pl-oducT: arid thfc'ir commodious Situation. So that, did 
we think ourfelvcs- obliged 1 to aicertairi precilefy a Periott ro the Times called the Middle- Ages, we 
might, poftibly, with lome Realon, fix on the latter End of the Reign of the great King 
Edward III. — Scotland, we find, had Commerce with the Netherlands from the very Commence- 
ment of this Century, and probably much farther bade — The Invention of the gilling and 
pickling of Herrings, at the Clofe or this Century,* as" ftill in Ufe, has proved a great Addi- 
tion to the Comirtei'ce of Europe, arid more particularly to the Llollanders - 7 and the Inundation 
of the Texel happening very near that Period, afforded Means for shnjterdam to take its firtfc great 
commercial Flight, by erigroffing the gVeatefl: Part of the Fifhing, and of the Baltic Trades. 
Although the Hanfe-Totvns (till enjoyed, throughout all this Century, a great and flourifhing 
Commerce, yet the Ncthcrland Cities, and moft efpecially the great and opulent City of Bruges, 
began now to ecliple the Hanfeatic ones both in Commerce and Opulence. — In Denmark, Sweden, 
and Norway, their famous Queeii Margaret is faid to have made fuch Regulations, as laid the 
Foundations for future Colnriierce : It was ih her Reign that we fifft meet with the Mention in 
Hiftory of the Coppdr-nrines of Sweden y wliich laft-hamed Country came very late into any Degree 
of foreign Commence. — Spdin (by w'liich'Word Hiftoriahs, in thofe Times, moft generally meant 
the Monarchy of Caftile; arid yet at other T*imes tKe whole Country, comprehending both modern 
Spain 'and Portugal) had forrie-tbreigri Commerce carried on by large Ships, called Carricks, long 
befoffc Frarice had arty fddh, or indeed any other Nation of the Weft, but the free Cities of Italy 
and the Hanfe-Totx))iii Ih 'Coricliiliori, this Century. m'afde fundry great Improvements in Com- 
rricrce, Manufadburfes, arid l^ayigaf ion, " arid has' therefore required more, Room in our Worlc than 
any one preceding* CeritUry. We ' may alio rerharlc,- that, during the Contcfts in the Courfe of 



this Century betWi^ri th6 Anti-Popes, as alfo in the Struggles between the Pretenders 
pefiai Thrdriei Italf^itf&s. in a continual Flame with* civil \fcrbi{s,- fo -that in fundry. Pa 



to tlie im- 
parts thereof, 



(according to 'Petavftti afrid others ) many Princes and' great Men aflumed to themfelves the Rule 
and Government of Cities many of whom Pope Behedi& 'Kit. legitimated as Princes of the lame, 
that they might 1 be t'eMy and willing to help arid defend him againft Lewis of Bavaria the Em- 
perbr, dotted by bri& Party df the German Princes, he favouring the Prctenfions of Frederick of 
Atfftria to the imperial J Tlirorie. 
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" fratc's ariid ' eleVeh 'otlicf 'Citizens were' flairi. In cfie-Tear 
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And in a like Tumult, and on the fame 
,foril'e Time after this alfoi at Low&auu 
dhercn ts, divers Magiftrates were, flaiii in 




ce ambrigft other Placid, many of them 1 fixed at lley'den? [Which coming of the Ctpth-workcrs 
ihto Engltinti \ feefti5> to be tht fame witli thofe, by .arid'lbyxp be mentioned from the Feeder a, under 
the Year 1351, who hsid iLicehces from'Kirig AdwardliL and Privileges granted by him for fet- 
Uingin England.] Irifohitichi that fram this great Autlior (Sir. 'De Witt) we km, tc That the 

Cities ot G/fe;/^ B>-i(*ds t antl 
" Toon loft nnich of fchiHr trade and 
" partly- n\i8 fionl tlieir Earls arid D' 
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Point, his Avcrfion to the Monarchy and Power of Stadth older or fingle Governor] u it is ma- 1 A ft 
M nifeft, by the prcfent Manufactures, Fifheries, ar 1 ** ■ ■ ~ «- - • • - — * 



cc 



cc 



The vaft SpL volar of 
the Damw of Bruges 
gives great Ofleuce 
la a Queen of France. 



The AT- rh:rrs C en:- 

f#fi* when and by 
whom d i (covered, 

with various Opi- 
nions about »t. 



Other itttitti n/ Tn- 
vemions :*nd Im- 
provements by the 

Pa tit£U-/e, 

and by the Engtifl*. 



and foreign Traffic of the united Netherland 
Provinces, that Commerce thrives beft in free Governments ; for when our Earls or Dukes were fo 
weak and ill~armed, that they were forced to fubmit to thofe Cities that flourilhed by Traffic 
and could not oppofe the true Intereft of the Merchants, Merchandizing then ftourifhedi" * 
At the Beginning of this Century, (and indeed it held long after) the City of Bruges was ar- 



rived to filch a Pitch of Grandeur and Wealth, by its vaft Commerce, that Philip the Fair, King 
of France* being here Anno 1301, with his Queen Jane, they were both aftonifhed (lays Louis 

GilicciarAilU in his Tlpfrrinfirm rlif* T .nirey-CnuntrrPx ) nr dip TV/In oni (ir i»nr/» anA IJS^Iw** r^f i-k«* rt fc .. 




cc / had thought that I was the only Queen here, hut I find here arc above 600 more Queens in this 
cc City." 

In this fame Year, Groats, or Grojfes of Silver? are faid to have been firft coined in Bohemia* then 
a powerful Kingdom. 

Moft Authors fix on the Year 1302 for ttje Date of the incomparable Invention, or Dilcovery, 
of the Mariner's Compafs? or magnetic Needle? for the Diredlion of Ships at Sea. The Inventor 
was Flavio de Gioia? a Native of Amalpbi? an ancient commercial City in the Kingdom of Naples ? 
in Commemoration whereof, this Verier of one Anthony of Palermo is recorded by the Neapolitan 
Hiftorians, viz. 



cc Prima dedit Natitis Ufttm Magnet is Amalphis. 



Tli at is to fay, That as the Poles of the Magnet? or Loadftone? anfvoered to the Poles of the World? 
it could alfo communicate that wonderful Property to an Iron Needle? placed on a Chart? marking the 
Points of the World. 

The Power of the Magnet to attract Iron was known to the Ancients, and is mentioned by 
Plato, Ariflotlc? and Pliny ; but its directive Power, to caufe a Piece of Iron touched with it to point 
North and South? is undoubtedly of a later Date. 

Goropius (fays Mori fit us) will have the Inventors of this wonderful [Pixis nautica\ Compafs to 
be either Danes or Germans? becaufe the thirty-two Points on it are written and pronounced in 
the Dutch or Teutonic Language, by all Nations tiling the Sea ; though this may, perhaps, only 
prove the Improvement of the Compafs by the Teutonics. For all are agreed, that at the firft 
there were only the four Cardinal Points? or at moft (as others) eight Points named on the Com- 
pafs, which eight Winds had been fo named by Charlemain? as has been obferved under the 
Year 790; and that Emperor ftill ufing the Teutonic Tongue, (though with fome Alteration from 
its original Dialedt) from thence thofe of Bruges might naturally continue the other twenty-four 
Points in the fame Language, as the bringing them to thirty-two Points is ufually afcribed (lays 
Verflegan? &c.) to the People of Bruges in Flanders? where the Teutonic Dialeft is ftill in Ufe. 
Others (continues Morifotus) afcribe the Difcovery of the Compafs to Marco Polo of Venice? who, 
on his Return from China about the Year 1260, communicated that Secret to the Italians. Others 
have formerly thought, that what is called Verforia by Plautus was the magnetic Needle? and was 
confequently known to the Ancients ; but the learned feem now agreed, that this Verforia was 
nothing more than a Rope which turned the Sail about. 

There are again two other Frenchmen? viz. Mezeray and Monf Huet? (Bifhop of Avranches) 
who will only allow Flavio the Honour of having- rendered the Compafs more perfeft and pra«5ti- 
cable -, and fay, it muft needs be more ancient, as they find Mention of it, or of fbmething re- 
iembling it, in fundry Authors prior to this Period. Bifhop Huet feems pofitive, that it was in 
Ufe by the French Pilots above forty 2*ears before Marco Polo's Time, as appears (fays he) from 
lomc Vcrfes of Guyot de Provins? a French Poet, mentioned by Fauchet? who lived about the Year 
1200. Notwithftanding all which, the general Content of Authors gives it for this fame Flavio 
of Amalphi? who, according to Abraham Ortelius and others, uied it only for the eight principal 
Winds or Points, till, as above, it was, by thofe of Bruges? improved to thirty- two Points. 
Neither, indeed, does this excellent Invention leem to have been generally known and ufed even 
long after Flavio*s Time, as appears too plainly, from the Portuguefe creeping along the Shores, 
even fo late as their firft Difcoveries on the Weft Coafts of Africa in the XVth Century : Yet the 



A firm ma ry View of 
the inc.liniable Ue- 
n .-fits f rom the Ma- 
v inert ihrnj'ttfi. 



Portuguefe ought to have the Honour and Juftice done them to acknowledge, that the Ufe of the 
Aflrolabe? the Tables of Declination, with other aftronomical and arithmetical Rules, applicable 
to Navigation, were their Inventions and it is highly probable too, that the Sea-charts, made 
by Columbus's Brother in England? were their Invention alfo. It is true, the Englifh < pretend not to 
the Invention of the Compafs? as feveral other Nations have done, yet they are laid to be the In- 
ventors of the moft convenient Method of fufpending die Box which contains the magnetic Nee- 
dle, fo as to keep it always horizontal. The Variation of that Needle, or its Declination from 
the* true North Point, was difcovered by Sebafti an Cabot? Anno 1500. And the Inclination, or 
Dipping, of that Needle, when hung fo as to play vertically to a Point beneath the Horizon, 
was firft difcovered by Robert Norman? an Englifhman? Anno 1576? as have been many other lefler 
Improvements in the Inftruments for Navigation by our Nation ; neither ought we by any means 
to forget the Lord Napier % s Difcovery of Logarithms? fo ufeful in our arithmetical Operations 
for nautical as well as other Purpofcs. Laftly, the Variation of the Variation? or the different De- 
clinations of that Needle at different Times in the fame Place, was firft difcovered by our Coun- 
tryman Gcllibrand? about the Year 1634* though fome will have Gaffendtts to have before difco- 
vered it. So much leaned neceflary to be faid on this incomparable Invention, and on fome of 
t he other nautical Improvements, which were, as one may fay, only neceflary Confequences of 
its Invention. Endleft are the Encomiums juftly bellowed by all maritime Nations on this excel- 
lent Inftrument, the Mariners Compafs? for the Benefit of Navigation and Commerce. 

It let every maritime Nation upon Improvements or Dilcoveries, whereby Things, utterly un- 
known before, were continually adding to the more perfect Accomplishment of it. Nothing can 
make the Contraft ftronger, than to view and compare the timorous coafting of the old Naviga- 
tors, who feldom durft venture out of Sight of the Land, (and generally made a Voyage laft three 

4 Years, 
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which now can be more fafely performed in three Months) with the Exafknefs which, 
:fe Times, a Ship (for Inftance) - can • fail from the Lizard Point in Cornwall, and direcStly 



make or orrivfe at one of the fmall Ifle3 of the Azores in the Atlantic Ocean, far diftant from* any 
Land % and though in the darkeft Weather, deprived of the Comfort and Ule of the heavenly 
Luminaries, and of every other Mark, from Heaven^ Earth, or Sea, for his Guide, the modem 
Navigator fecurely fails. on,, generally knowing exa6tly enough by his Reckoning where he is, and 
how &r diftant from his iwejided Port. 

By the Help of this, noble Inftrument it was that the Spaniards made their Difcovcries. of a new 
weftern World, the Portuguefe the Way by : Sea to India and China* and the EngHJh and Dutch the 
feveral ufeful Difcoveries towards tlie North Pole •, all whicji, but for the Compafs, would have 
probably (till remained unknown ; and all the Wealth acquired from fuch Difcoveries, and probably, 
too, rnoft of the Knowlege acquired in confequence thereof, had like wife never been difcovered 



but for it 




cm 



culuco, pnnteu at ixjnne, sinno ii>4a, \\n 41:0. .i_.il>. u. t-,ap. o.j uuuju^ w w**.**** 

« were the Genoefe Soldiery, and principally their Archers, that the Princes both of France and 



cc 
cc 



jT/tf/y did not e lice m their Armies to be compleat, wichout they had a Body of Genoefe Archers 
therein : Inlbmuch, that the Genoefe Troops were wont to be retained in the Service of foreign 
« Potentates, in like Sort as the Switzers are in modern Times, and at high Pay too." 

Under this Year, we have an authentic Voucher (in the fecond Volume of Rywer's Fadera, Cinque .Ports, the in- 
P. 91 J.) of the predict Number of Ships wherewith all the Cinque-ports were obliged to fupply ^J™^ 1 °* 
our Englijh Kings in their Wars. It is a Precept of King Edward L then at War with Scotland* b o U p n d to fupply ihe 
directed to the Cttftos or Warden, and the Barons and Bailiffs of the Cinque-parts, to fend out their King with. 
Ships for that War, " \Tolwn Servitium Navium quad nobis debenf\ fays the King, which whole 



" Quota was 57 Ships, well fnrnijbed for War* Neverthelefs, for the prefent, the King contents 
ct himlclf with their fending only 25 Ships- to rendezvous at Berwick; provided, however, that 
" thele 25 fliall carry in them as many Sailors, Cs?r. as the whole 57 Ships are bound to have." 
Yet he does not therein fpecify that Number of Sailors, 

In the fame Year, we have a Statute in the 31 CI of King Edward I. for afcertaining the former 



Standard of Englijh Coins, and of Meafures of Capacity. 




ey, by 



was ftiil to be thrice the Weight of our modern Money. By this Statute alfo, eight Pound and alfo Meafures 
Weight made a Gallon of Wine, and eight Gallons of Wine (Meafure) made a Bufliel of London, of Capacity, 
which is the eighth Part of a Quarter. ^ 

Edward I. now publilhed his Charter, or Declaration, of his Protection and Privileges granted King-s^vm/Pa 
to foreign Merchants \ and alfo afcertained the Culloms or Duties which thole foreign Merchants, Charter to foreign 
in Return for his laid Charter, were to pay on Merchandize exported and imported. Ujxrn the Merchants and for 
Grounds of this famous Charter, (ftiled Charta Mercatoria) Hiftorians do all agree, that this King \'^cl a rtaMtrca 
was the firft who eftabliflicd the great Cufloms on Merchandize. Yet this Charter is not in the toria* 
Fcedera under this King's Reign ; but in Vol. IV. Fol. 361, under the Year 1328, the 2d Year of 
King Edward III- we have a Recital of it, as confirmed by that Prince, vhu 

cc The Merchants of Almaine, France, Spain, Portugal, Navar, Lonibardy, Florence, Provence, 
cc Catalonia, his own Dutchy of Aquitaine, Touloufe, Flanders, Brabant, and of all other foreign 
" Parts, who fliall come to traffic in England, fliall and may fafely come with their Merchan- 
cc dize into his Cities, Towns, and Ports, and (ell the lame, by Wholefale only, as well to Na- 
c6 lives as to Foreigners. And the Merchandize called Merceries" [which is fomewhat difficult 
to delcribe, being in thole Days, probably, many fmall Wares, Toys, Haberdaftiery, £=?c] " as 



alfo Spices, they may likcwile fell by Retail, — -They may alfo carry beyond Sea the Goods 
c * they may want in England, paying the ufual Cuftoms j excepting Wines however, which, 
cc being once imported, Ihall not be re-exported without the King's fpecial Licence. — He com- 
cc mands all his Officers in Fairs, Cities, and Towns, to do fpeedy or fummary Juftice to tlie 
laid foreign Merchants, agreeable to the Law-Merchant or Cuftoms of Merchants : Particu- 
larly, I. That on any Trial between them and Englijhjnen, the Jury fliall be one Half Foreign- 
ers, where fucli can be had. II. That a proper Perlbn fliall be appointed in London, to be Jui- 



ce 

cc 
cc 
cc 

cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
ct 
cc 
cc 
cc 



ticiary for foreign Merchants, 
out the Kingdom. In Confidei 



III. That there ihall be but one Weight and Meafure through- 
oration of all which, and of the King's freeing them from 
Prizagc, and all other Burdens, the laid foreign Merchants fliall pay a Cuftom of two Shillings 
for every Ton of Wine which they fliall import, over and above the old Cuftom ; and for 
every Sack of Wool which they fliall export Forty Pence, over and above the old Cuftom of 
Half a Mark-, and the like for 300 Woolfcls. Item, two Shillings for every Piece of Scarlet 
Cloth dyed in Grain ; and 1 s. 6d. for every other dyed Cloth, in the dying of which Grain fliall 



cc 



cc 



cc 



be mixed 5 alfo izd. for every Cloth dyed without any Grain, and the like Sum for 
every Quintal of Wax. — They fliall likcwile pay Three-pence per Pound, ad Valorem, for fuch 
tc Merchandize imported, and alio when re-exported, as cannot well be reduced to a certain Cuf- 
tom in the above Manner ; fuch as Silk* Sarcenets, Lawns, Corn, Horfes, and other live Cattle, 
and many other Kinds of Merchandize both imported and exported, over tuid above all the 
old Cuftoms on fuch Kinds of Merchandize." In Vol. III. Fol. 269, of the Fa*dera, we find 
Philip the Fair, King of France, writing, Anno 1311, to King Edward IL to have the French 
I .Merchants releafed from this 3 c/. per Pound : But Edward replied, ffhat as a /w//Englifli Parlia- 
\ J ment had granted that Cuftom to his Father, by both Englifh and foreign Merchants, on account of the 

many fpecial. Liber ties and Immunities which he be/towed on them in Peipetuity, he mujl therefore confult 
his Parliament before he can give any determinate Anfwer* This Charter is declared to be perpe- 
Voi,. I. P p tual* 
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tu.nl ; and it is therein affo declared, tc That the faid- foreign Merchants fhoul 
" to no Execution, Stdpi or Loan, eicheron thenifelves oi on their Goods/' 



eftablifhed 



A. &. 
1302 



P r ■ ; f:x r:\rd Cu iosni f 
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Merch: 



^ was paid in Kind y by taking a determined Pare 
3 be fee by the King, and called the JCragV Price*, 
:e * tor Inftance, o?te 7* on of Wine in ten* and fb of 
if age was remitted to Merchants 



K . „ _ Cuftom) on all Home 

Fs-brap Duty, Commodities exported, over and above the great Cuftoms* and alfo on all Goods imported, ex- 
wii.ttito. cepting Wines* upon which we have feen there was two Shillings per Ton laid, fince named the 

Butlerage Duty. 

Cufiom was a Duty, or Subfidy, on our native Commodities exported, as Z^W, Leather* Lead* 
and J7»* and being the moft ancient, they were then called the great Cuftoms 0 but, lincc rhofe 




Manufactures. 

Notwithftanding the Duties, as above* which King Edward I. now obliged foreign Merchants 
to pay, yet he did. not abolifh the fcemingly cruel Hardfhips which they had long been laid 
under in England* of one Foreigner's being liable for the Debt, and even punifhablc for the 
Crime of another. The monopolizing Privileges of London* and of other Cities and Towns, 
making them continually jealous of Foreigners, as interfering with them,* our People accufcd the 
Foreigners coming to trade amongfl: us, of underletting our own Merchants, and of being 
Spies on the Secrets of our Commerce, for the Benefit of their own refpefitive Countries. 

On the other Hand, we lhall here obfervc how much more wifely the Earls and People of Flan- 
S v.Vf*../ had a vc.-y ders then a6ted towards Foreigners, by the following Inftance, viz. The Scottifh Nation had traded 

- " rts of the Netherlands, King Edward II, 

c* and pretending to the Sovereignty of 

>re folicited Robert ', Earl of Flanders* to 

break off all Trade and Correfpondence with the Scots* to this the faid Earl of Flanders made the 
wife Ccm- following authentic Anfwer, as being in Ryner's Ftedera* (Vol. UL F0L771.) viz. " Our Country of 
du-lwith rejrarJ to « Flanders is common to all the World, where every Pcrfon finds free Ad million. Neither can 
fmi>* M^.bants cc we w i c h<-hold this privilege from Perfons concerned in Commerce, without bringing Ruin and 
tmJ:.,g ihiihcr. cc £) c ft ru £t£ on on our Country. If the Scots come into our Ports, and our Subjects go to theirs, 



CM • I v 'v. o m rn crc t- 

tvi:h the A cih:rL mJu 



Wat 



it is not thereby our Intention, nor that of our Subjcdts, to encourage them in their Error, 



« but merely to carty on our Traffic, without taking Part with them." By thefe very Methods 
of afforclino- Protection and Encouragement to all Nations to come and trade, and to fettle amongfl: 
them, thetaid Netberland Provinces, and more efpecially Flanders and Brabant* were then become 
(what Holland, by the like Means, has fince been) the moft populous Countries of any in Europe, 
having their Cities filled with moft eminent Traders, and their whole Country with the beft 
Manufacturers and moft curious Artizans, being then indeed the Center of all the Commerce of 
the weftern World, without the Streights of Gibraltar. 

_ r5 . 3 Rovi , We have already, under the Year 1254 & feq. from the Fa'dera, given the Quantum of three) 1303 

' r oyal or princely Doweries, whereby may partly be guefied the Scarcity of Money in that Age. 
Another Inftance in this Century we fliall give under the Year 1303, (from Vol. II. Fol. 928. 
of the Fadera) on a Peace being made between England and France, and Gitiemte rertorcd to King 
Edward I It is the Contraft of Marriage between Prince Edward, deleft Son of King Edward 1. 
and Tfabella, Daughter of the French King, Philip the Fair ; whereby her Dowery was 1 8,000 
Livrcs Tournois yearly, equal to about 4000/. Sterling (or iz,ooo/. of our modern Money.) 
Kino- Edward himfelf had formerly married the faid King Philip the Fair's Sitter Margaret, whdfe 
Dowery he fettled at 1 5000 Livres •, and on this Marriage of his Son, he augmented his fajd 

Queen's Jointure to 20,000 Livres yearly. | 1 

... JT . rnrhh Ycar CFadera, Vol. II. P. oqo, &? fea.) King Edzvard Vs Exchequer at IVeJltmnfter vtA%\ , 

ES^r^ prWaS; Irokc ( £Zi* robbed JL'*Ji\ sf. thnn ,00,000/. S K rli„ B . The Abb«l I 
c! 1 co.ooo/. !, nd Monks of TVeftminfter, within whofe Limits or Jurifdidhon the Exchequer was, were, on 



this Account, impruonea in cue iwotr -^"""""i — , - , _ : : i-' " 

afterwards acquitted. Whereupon, the Chief of the Society of Lombard ^Merchants of F 
named tlie frefcobaldi, who had lived till then in great Favour with King Edward, and who 
creat Manager of his Cuftoms, having fled into Italy with much of this King s Trea or, 
rhere ftcured bv King Edwai -dls Direaion, probably upon account of this Robbery; which is all 



was a 
. was 



we can fay about ic. 



Heifs's Hiftory 



raft fo « Z P the C^;;«« Empire) fuffered his & Officers to treat the Swilxers with fo much Rigour at *»Tw 
' Sat the fmall Cantons of T/ry, and Underwalden took up Arms, and expelling his Officers, 

thev entered into a Confederacy for their mutual Defence for ten Years; afterward, by perpetu- 
atinP- the fame, they fhewed the Way to the other Cantons, and to the Grtfans, with what they 
call Their other Confederates, to eftablifli their Liberty and Independency m a federal Union, re- 
mninincr firm to this Day, by the Name of the Hehetick Confederacy, or Republic of Switzerland, 
ZgKXrupVmny independent Republics clofcly allied Tne MM had been 
afliftL to the Emperor Louis the Godly, in the IXth Century, againft the Saracens invading Italy, 
who therefore fullered them to enjoy their own barren and mountainous Country in their own 



Way, remaining there in Ubicunty 
mentioned; which fome, however, 



Means 



of 



OF THE ORIGIN OF CaMMERCE, &c. u V/ 

D, i of William Fell's refilling to falute die Aujlrian Gdverrtdr's placed on a Pole in the Market- 
place.: Which. Revolt the Emperors were not well able to fiipprefs, at a Time that the Gitelph 
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and'Ghibeline Factions, were at their Heighth; 

We now meet with the firft Inftance of the. maritime Strength of the Hollanders • it is in a Holland's naval 
naval Engagement between William-, Earl of Holland* Son of John II. who rendered himfclf Sif^ngth at dm 



vtrry famous by this great Vi6tory over Guido Dampier* Admiral of Flanders^ before the Port Tixnc - 
of Zirickzee* in which (fays Morifotus* in his Orbis Maritimus* Lib. ii. Cap- 13.) ten thoufand 
Flemings were killed in Fight, or drowned, befides vaft Numbers made Prifoners with their 
Ships. The lame Prince had fundry other Sea-fights with the Flemings and their Auxiliaries. 
At another Time, (continues Morifotus) the laid Earl Willianfs Fleet, commanded by Grimaldi* 
a Gcnocfc Admiral, fought the betbre-named Dampier near the faid Town of Zirickzee * when* 
to prevent rheir Ships from being feparated by the Tide, they joined them together with Their Manner of 




cc 

cc 



eleven hundred Men, befide Ships. Morifotus adds, that neither before nor fince the faid Ad- 
miral Grimaldi do we find any Admiral of Holland mentioned, through the Negligence of Hifto- 
rians, who have totally omitted the famous A<5ts and Exploits of either Hollanders or Flemings* 
even until the Year 1491, when we again read of Beycrius* an Admiral of Zealand. 

In the Fwdera* Vol. II. FoL 943, we may fee the higheft Complement of the Men of the beft The largcft Ship- far 
Ships uled in this Year for War in -England. King Edward L now doubly allied to King Philip War n ™ 1,1 ' 
the Fair of France* lends him, [perhaps not very wifely] cc for an Expedition againft the Flemings , ent to ****** 
" 20 Ships, to be alfembled at Sandwich* and to be picked out from amongft the beft and large ft 
" of thole of the fevcral Ports of London % Sandwich* Winchelfea y Rsnnhale* {Rumney\ Hithe* Rye* 
Fever/ham* Haf tings* Southampton* and Portfmouth* each of which Ships were to be manned 
with at leaft 40 ftout Men, and well furnifhed with all other Requifites for War." The fmall 
Complement of Men for each of thofe Ships fufficiently demonftrates the Meannefs of Ships for 
War in thole Days. [Though ibmc allege,* that the Harbour of Sandwich was more deep and 
capacious in thofe Times than in our Days.] In thofe Times, and for 200 Years after, the Kings 
of England had no Ships of War that were properly their own * for we have feen, in the preceding 
Century, that the Cinque-Ports* for fundry peculiar Privileges by them enjoyed, were bound to be 
always ready with a ftated Number of their Ships for the Ufe of our Kings: But the Ships here 
mentioned feem to have been hired from other Ports, as well as from the Cinque-Ports* for this 
fpecial Occafion, and were, doubtlefs, the beft and largeft that could be procured in England* as 
the Record itlelf cxpreGy diredted. 

Yet, farther to oblige the faid French King, King Edward!, (as by the faid Vol. II. of the And Kinjj^iW.', 
F&dera* Fol. 944.) " commands all his Subjects who were Merchants refiding In Flanders* to toplcafcihc King u f 



cc withdraw from thence, and to hold no Correfpondcnce there, 
cc faid People of Flanders are his Friend the Kins: of France's Enei 



becaufc" [fays the King] « the 



CC 



People of Flanders are his Friend the King of France's Enemies * who, on his Part, promifes ft an dcrs. 
to do the like with refpetSt to the Scots* and others of his (King Edward's) Enemies." This was the 



true Source of Edward'* Friendlhip with the French King at this Time, wz. His Scheme for the Con- 
qyeftof Scotland. Hereupon, Philip* Son to the Earl of Flanders* and the five jjood Towns thereof, 
Jointly requeft King Edward to revoke the faid Order but he anlwered thcrn, that he muft keep his 
Treaty with the faid King Philip* though he fuipended the Execution of it till Midfummcr fol- 
lowing. King Edward was a penetrating Prince, and well knew how great a Lofs it would be to 



his own Revenue, and ro his Subje£ts, ltriftly to comply with what the King of France expeftcd. 
But the Reftitution of Guienne* and the Promife of Philip the Fair not to give Afiiftance to Scot- 
land* were the Motives for his agreeing to a Treaty fo diametrically oppofite to his own and his 
People's Interefts in every other Refpeflt. The Wool of England was now taken off by the Fle- 
mings in fiich vaft Quantities, by their Woollen Manufacture's great Incrcafc, that a large Balance 
in Money was annually brought to us. 

In this fame Year, [ibidem* FoL 949.] there fecms to have been fome Correfpondcnce be- England has fbme 
cween the Ships of England and the Ports of Denmark : For, C4 King Edward I. having complained Commerce with 
" to Eric VII. King of Denmark* that certain Dani/b Subjefts had fcized on the Ship and Wines 
u of one John of 2~armoutb* Eric* in Anlwer, tells Edward* that Juftice fhall be done therein; 
" and farther promifes, not only Juftice, but Favour likewife, to any Englijh Subjects who fhall 
u refort to his Dominions." 




30 



and Leather. They were alio employed in coining of our Money * but they were accufed of being ^ ino EJwJ 1. 
likewire great Clippers or Diminifhcrs of it, although ftrohgly recommended to our Kings by the * 
Popes for their own Ends. In the fecond Volume of the Frdcra* FoL 953, we find that King 
Edward I. in the fame Year, applies to them, " to fupply his Son, the Prince of Wales^ with 
cc 2000 Marks Sterling tor the Purchafc of Horfcs, fcfa. and to bear his other Expences for his 
** Journey to France * and alfo to advance to Mary* Queen of France* [&/wr^s Mother] 500/. 
14 Sterling, in Part of 1000/. which he had promifed her by way of Gift." Thefe Draughts on 
them were probably made, in Confequence of their being the King's Receivers of his Cuftoms ; 
yet we hear no more of the 100,000/. of which the Exchequer was robbed the preceding Year, 
diat Matter being probably made up, though we do not learn in what Manner. 

In the lame Year, ylkdronicus Paleohgtts* the Greek Emperor, granted to the Gcnoefe the Ground pms 9 a Suburb of 
whereon Pcra now Itands, a Mile diftant from Conftantinople* on which the Gcnoefe built that Sub- Cominntinopk, buile 
jurb, in which the Chriftians have ufually refided ever fince the Turks conquered that Empire : b ^ thc G "™s** 
5 1 Yet this was forced to be delivered up to thc Turks on their taking of Conftantihaplc. 

In thofe Times, we again find the People of the Low Countries* particularly thofc of Flanders Theabfolutc Free- 
and Brabant* had the fame Spirit for a free and an univcrfal Commerce, which* the Hollanders *° m of all Nations 
have fo fuccefsfully tcftified in later Times. In the Fxdera* (Vol II. Fol. 963.) Anno 1305, we ^^UleSwtt 
bud Robert* Earl of Flanders* in a Letter to our King Edward I. " acknowledging thc Receipt of Q f \ %m 



cc 



thc 
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*« the Licence which that King had granted to his [Robert's] Subje&s, to relbrt and trade to ' A. d. ; 



cc 
cc 
cc 

Lb 
CC 
CC 



h r-/.«/ Trade, at this X 
pariicuUilly .it Z.9A- the lattei 



he cells Edward, that he has prohibited his Subjects from giving any Aid whatever to the! 
Scots, in their War againft his Majefty." "Yet he fubjoins, like a true Netherlander, "But as I 
our Country has ever been fupported by Commerce, and is therefore ever free for alt Merchant s \ 
to rcforl to it, we cannot, neither ought we, in the leaft to prohibit the laid Scots from coming* I 
merely for Commerce, to our Country as ulual, with their Merchandize, which w< 
defend from all Oppreflion and Wrong. He therefore requefts the King to ma 
abfolute, and without any Reftridtions." We fhall add, that the faid Earl Robe 
13x9, (as by Vol. III. P. 770. of the Fadera) gave the like Anfwer to King j 
" That he could not hinder the Scots from trading into Flanders, nor his Merchants from trading : j 
" to Scotland, as has been cuftomary, fince the contrary would bring Ruin and Defolation on his 
tc Country." And the like Anfwer did this potent and bluflrcring King Edward I. receive the fame 
Year [ibidem, Fol. 77 1.] from the Cities of Bruges and Ypres. j 
Neither was Brabant in a lefs fiourifhing Condition, in Point of Commerce and 



i 



Manufactures. 



John III. and more efp< 
lb immcnle a Woollen 



Century, that they 



Woollen-drapers, Clothiers, or Matter-: 1 



Weavers in that City, and above 150,000 Journeymen- Weavers. Though furely the prefent; 
Sice of this City never could contain fo many People as there muft have been in it by this j 
Computation: We mull therefore fuppofc, that, at leaft, the Journeymen- Weavers did not all : j 
live within the City, but perhaps the moft Part in the adjacent Villages. Louvain is indeed flill a : ! 
great City, its Walls being about fix Miles in Compafe, though there is now much wafte Ground 
within them, which formerly might be built on ; it has (till twelve principal Streets, and above 



joo leficr ones. 



r;~r 9 in L-rkM-te* The City of PVilna, or Vilna, the Capital of Lithuania, is faid to have been now built, on the 
jo»:.t:Vd. River Vilna, by Gediminus, Lord of Volhinia. \ 

Vtw. /ii-tf h-pm The Hiftoriographers of the City of London relate, That about the Clofe of the Reign of King 5 
to bo ufcJ ut Lo\:,n. Edward I. the Trades of that City, which required much Fuel, firft began to ufc Sea-coal, fuch 

as Dyers, Brewers, €s?c. againft which fundry of the Nobility, Gentry, and others complained ro 
the King, as being a public Nuifance, who granted a Commiflion of Enquiry into the fame : I 
Whereupon, he iflued a fevere Proclamation againft the Ufe of Sea-coals, under the Penalty of 
Fines, 6?r. Thofe Trades, finding the Scarcity and Price of Wood Fuel daily incrcafing, found 
it their Intereft to make life of Sea-coal and natwithftanding this Prohibition, they foon after! 
were neceflitated to be fupplied with that Fuel from Ncmcaftk upon Tyne, which has proved a very 
great Benefit to both Places. 

D-iiiv r.vnr nc«* of In the fecond Volume of the Fvdcra^ Fol. tor 6, the Bifhop of St. Andrews, (the chief Prelate ^ 
the zsnf.fHosie-1 Bi- of See t land) being a Prifoncr in IVhichefier Caftle, for fiding with his own King, Robert Brace, wej 

tenance of himfeif and his Servants, tffe. /. s. d. 

_ - 006 



fhipofst- rtVrtws J ia ve his daily Allowance for the Maim 

and Scivanti. Fof thc Bi fl l0p » s own J^y Expence 

one Man-Servant to attend him 
one Boy to attend him likewife 
a Chanlain to fav dailv Mais to 
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o o 1± j 

o o 1 J 



Total 010 




his Chaplain and two Sen 

ances in his Captivity, reckoning Necefiaries about fix Times as cheap as in the JJays wc live in. 

race's Queen, Elizabeth, a Prifoncr in England, Anno 1314, was allowed but 20 
Shillings per Week, [or 3/. of our Money] for the Suftenance of herfelf and Family, (as by 
Vol. III. Fol. 468, Ftvdera.) f 
rw rwuti- in We have already feen, that 2 arwouth, in Norfolk, was, in the preceding Century, a lort ol 
S Vrln If Commerce, and by a Charter, Anno 1306, (the 35 th of King Edward I.) wc find mention made 
cennJcriblc Trade. Q f t j ie Herring-Fifhcry of that Port, and of that of Little Yarmouth and Gorlfton adjoining, as nav- 
,-md ot //* ri-ij f*Jh- inrr been Jono . prsucyicd there, [guod femper, rctroatfis Teniporibus, Naves ingredient es Far t urn 
"** ilium in Seifona Fifcationis Allecis difcareari folebant, &c] The Difpute ran high at this lime 

between Great Harmon th and the Men of Lit tie-Yarmouth and Gorl/lon, the latter claiming a 1 nvi- 
Urr* Time out of Mind, to have Ships lade and unlade in their Harbours but the former pre- 

free Burgh, which paid to the Crown an annual Fee-farm Rent, whereas the 
TO fatter were no Burghs. Great Complaints too are here made againft then- forestalling each 
other in the Sale of Merchandize imported, and againft Brokers, [Abrocatore$y or Buyers up ot 
Goods for others, From all which it appears, there was a confiderable Trade here at this. 
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Etfajai'tf l. to his 10.000 Marks 

Children. |, er Portion, 10,000 Marks 

been furely meant to be a { 

. Apparel- From thefe Lega 
ty than in former Times, 
modern Pounds. 



Apparel. This laft Sum muft havej 



ady, that Money 
Marks contained 



. • - * / 1 As we are not able to fix the exaft Year of King Edward I's Reign, we have therefore 
S,!nbSS pla^dT in the laft, According to a Treatife in b Folio, printed Apt 6 ^™^™« x 

- happy future State of England, P. 114* " That a Manufcript, in the Bodleian Library at Oxford, 

- make, above 8900 Parifhcs in England, exclufive of many Chape nes fince grown up into, 



cc 



Par fo nages . How 



in Number ot innaoitants, as tnc juuiu ^uiui*j uiucc «• 
kind, and many other good Authors, have clearly dcmonftratcd 



of Mai 



In 
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OF THE .ORIGIN G>;F • CjO-M -iVI E R O 3E/T GPc. : I; V : 

ne Year We find* by the fecond Volume, 'Fol.* 1042, of the Fadera^ that the Pope /Mfc of Exchange 

lays : his Injunc- no vv iH ufc ' 
rioir in Bullion, 

«* fliall be carried out of the Kingdom to the Pope 5 but- that the- Sums fo railed* fhall be deli- 
« vered to Merchants in -England to" be remitted to the Pope by way of Exchange*?? \per warn 
CnmbiiA Now, as this could mean nothing elfe but Bills* of Exchange* Gerard Malynes (in his 
Center 'of the Circle of Commerce* printed Anno 16*23, Cap, iv.) muft be miftaken in aflfcrting, that 
merchandizing Exchange (L e. Bills of Exchange) was * not as yet known; Malyrtes*:\n that The general Balance 
"Work, tells us, that King Edward I; eftabiifhed an Officer, called the Royal Exchanger of foreign of Tra^- between 
Monies imported, for Englijh Coin 5 yet neither in Ryder's Fctdera* nor in the Statute-Book* do not well under- 
we find any Mention -of that Office, until the Year 1 331. This Order, of King Edtvard*s* food in. this Age. 
however, /hews, that in- thole Days they were not well acquainted with the Nature of Exchanges, 



fince, in Effeft, it will -come out the fame to a Nation, : whether they export the Money 
in Specie, or remit it by Bills of Exchange ; fince, in either Cafe, it fo far contributes to 
turn the Balance again ft fuch a Country. This is now well underftood by every one, who is biit 
(tenderly veried in the Theory of Commerce. Wherefore, thbugh there be Laws ftill in Forcd, 
prohibiting the Exportation of our Coin* yet if there be a general Balance due by us to any one 
foreign Country, and continuing fo to be for any Length of Time, that Balance muft un- 
doubtedly be made good eith^^by our own Coin, dire6tTy carried iecrctly abroad in Coin, or 
elfe melted down Into Bullion^ [and, it is to be feared, too often falfely attefted to be foreign 
Bullion] or elfe we may pay the. faid Demands by the Sale of our Merchandize in fbme orhcr 
foreign Country, whither we muft ocherwife have carried out Money ; the Anfwer'is obvious, 
viz* That by paying that Debt by the laid Merchandize, we fo far prevent the Produce thereof 
from being returned to us, in either foreign Coin or Bullion, or elfe by Bills of Exchange, which 
is all one Thing ; and do fofar therefore leflen the Balance in our Favour with that other foreign 
Country: Yet this Point was not then, nor indeed for almoft three Centuries later, rightly 
underftood. 

There being fundry Complaints of mutual Grievances between England on one Side, and TVil- £»gt"»<tand Holland* 
linn:* Earl of Holland* Zealand* and Hainatdt* and Lord of Frifeland* on the other, our King Ed- atoucramme^Tal 
ward Ti. juft come to the Crown, ct grants (as in Fadera^ Vol. III. JFol. 19.) a Protection to Points, 
c * certain Merchants, fent from the laid* Earl for fettling thofc Difputes." He alio, in the Year 
following, grants two others of the fame Tenor * in one of which' out* King complains of the bad 
Treatment which fbme Merchants of Fork and Lincoln' had met with from the Hollanders * and, 
Anno 1309^ we find the laid Earl again fending his Envoys into England on the fame Errand. 

At a Parliament held at Northampton* in this firfl Year of King Jtdward II. there was granted The Parliament's 
to that King a twentieth Part of the Moveables of Barons, Knights, -and other Freemen , except- ^™ % J s u to Kiflfi E ** 
ing thereout their Arrinour, War-Horfes, Robes* Jewels* and Veflels ■ of ■ Gold and Silver. And ar 
the Citizens, Burgefies, and Tenants of ancient Demeftie of the Grown, as alfo the- Clergy, gave 
a fifteenth Part of their Moveables. • 

In thele Times we again find, that Great-Tarmouth* in Norfolk* was a Place <?f great Traffic, Yarmouth a Port of 

_« 1 _ inr_ • « ■ — ■ * *• ! *• m t - ^ ... . j n confidcrable Com- 

Fair of racrce - 




_ _ freighted 

with Woollen and Linen Cloth, Iron* Canvas* Cables* 'Gold* and - Siheri ■ to the Value of 400/* 
Sterling. * * - < « • 

Till this Year we meet with no Treaties of Commerce betwefcn England and Portugal in the Firft commercial 
Feedera* but now, in Vol. III. FoL 107, wefind a Letter, from Dionyfius* King of Pdriugal* to ^caty between 

" " ratifir and ftren&then the Agreement and Cor- j^ w » d /W 

gdward 



* * — / j *• — ~— — — — - 

our King Edward II. defiring that Edwprd would- ratify ai 
refpondencc already on Foot between the 



Id- ratify and ftrengthen the Agreement 
Merchants . of bpth Nations. . . To this 
o 'all Merchants of 'Portugal referring to 



cordially afients, and grants his fafe Conduit to all Merchants of 'Portugal referring to England* 
they paying the ufual Cuftoms, Gfr. 



to 

cc 



Anfwer Firft commercial 
arid Treaty between 



In this fame Year alfo, (as by ybl. III. Fol. 112. of the Faderd) Kiijg Edward II. in An 

a Letter from Ferdinand* King of Cajlile* agrees, 4i TKafc' Peace be ,eftablifhed between England 

Spain* Depredations to ceafe, and a mutual free ^^cf^ be effablVft^ed between **&l«nd ™A Spain. 

their SubjeOs.' 9 Yet, foon after this AgreVrheht^ w6 find fijequcrit Complaints of Depreda- 
tions of the Spaniards on King Edward's 'Subjects of Bajpiine* in Gafcohy ; and alfo (An{io 13 .16) on 
thofe of Southampton* and Deputies apjpointed to adjiift j the lamfe 

Thomas Blount* Efq; in his Fragmenia •■'!^tiqt^Mh('Sv6'. 167$, gives us a Sample of the Gran ^ A Sample of the 
dcur and Pride of Engli/h Prelates ih : thefe Tiiiies, 'from a Kccbrd'Annozdo Edw. m. " Hugh Gtwdcur and Pride 
- Courtney* Efq; Son and Heir of Sir Hugh Courtijey* j&ld the MT^o? of Slapttm in pevonfijireoF £f c$ ,n dicft 
44 the Bifhop of Exeter* by the Service of being % St'eward at ^the TiiJlStldtion Feaft of every Biihop 
u of that See. And that, at the firfl: coming of bvcry BifHbp, ,: fie an:d^is Heirs niall'fneet' him 
u at the Eaft Gate of the City, when he alights 'from his Horfif/aWa ? (haU gb a little before him 
« on the Right-hand, to keep off the Prcfir of Pebble^ anH IfikU Jattcnd Kim into tHe "Choit : 6f 



4( 



the Cathedral at his 
Bifiiop's Table : In i 



Inftallation ; at the l^eaft: whereof lie ■ iH31P fepie ■ in : the ferft. Me6 to the 
cbnfideradbn whereof, He flialf liave for his fottr Sther^Vtfies of thole 




u this Service in Per/bn, if not hirfdere^ 
tc he was to appoint fomc .woMhlbfbl Krii 
w fick, &c~ A *-* * 4 * K< - tr< 



Cafe 



Ucity of our Fi 



is 



1 



Although this does iibir direjftly : relKte t8 : "e8tnhie>ce, "yct itwelNlluftiatcs th'e F^ 
tocdbitf'fToirf fuch vec'clefiaftical H^htimfdnd ^$Hii Yi Avhi'ch ever was, and 




I Vol. I. 



; to the Depredations of 
►fc Ships BaftefJiu^t iaA fXr- 

r- n . *. 1 tninvt on Enelijb 

of Scot* sh > s> and ^ lual 

King to Complaints nc this 

the Time. 
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Alio Seizures of our chants 
Ships by the Noravr- both 



the Earl of Flanders againfl: feme of his People, who had robbed a Ship belonging to Wt*~ | a d 
mouth. There were alio fundrv other mutual Complaints, at different Tim«s_ of hnrh ^ 




Complaints 



vio- 



ioKi^H^fof of our Merchants to Haquin, King of Norway, in this fame Year, for his Subjects having 
Nomvay. lently Jeized on our Ships on his Coafts. 

Another fnftancc of As, in die preceding Year, we gave a Sample of the Grandeur and Pride of Bifhops Infti'lia- 
j^cladcul Pride in tions, purely for demonftrating the Happinefs of our prefent Freedom, we ihall now, from one 
tim\ at Cartel Ws who was wcl1 known to be a good Bifhop, wb.. Dr. Fleetwood, in his ufeful and judicious Cbronicm 
Inpallation Feaft. PrecioJum f (fo often already quoted) exhibit another Inftance, yet more flagrant, of the Pride and 

Prodigality of the Prior of St. Art/lin's in Canterbury, for the Feaft on his Injiallation-Day, whereby 
at the lame Time, the Rates or Prices of fundry Sorts of .Provifions will be amply lien* only 
our laid Bilhop obferves, that the Prices were then reckoned very high, Anno 1309* viz. 
C€ Wheat, js. 2 d. per Quarter ; Malt, 6 s. Oats, 4 s. 11 Tons of Wine, at 2/. 35. 7 i d. per Ton • 
500 lb. Weight of Almonds, at i^d. per Pound; 500 lb. Weight of /sP^ix, at 6±d. per Pound • 
** 30 Oxot, at 1 8 j. each; 100 Hogs, at 3 J. z±d. each; 200 Sheep, at %s. each; 1000 Gcefe, at 
3t^* each; 500 Capons and Hens, at 3*/. each; 475 Pullets, at i-y<£ each; 200 -Pigs, at 6 J. 
each ; 24 Swans, at 5 j. 10^/. each 5 600 Rabbits, at 6 each ; 1 000 earthen Pots toft 1 5 s in I 
all; 9600 i^gg?* at about 9 for a Penny Saffron and Pcppefljfciofk. il. 14J. for Sjpiw [pr<7 i^e-' 
debus] 28/. 300 Ells of Canvas, or -F//*#, 4/. 16 Shields [Scutis de\ (Cottars, probably) o 
Brawn, at 4 J* i^d. each ; <fe Scopis et Gacbis, to the Value of &/. 4*." ( u Scopa," fays the 
Bifhop, 44 is a Broom or Beefom j but what Gacbis fignifies I know not.") What the*" 1400 
Scipbis coft," (which the Bilhop rhinks were wooden Cans, or perhaps black Jugs) is not fet 
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down, any more than the " 3300 Dijhes, Platters, or Trenchards; Fijh, Cheefe, Milk, Qnions, 
Rate of Livings* *« to die Value of 2/. 10 s" All which, including Mttfic, the Cooks, &c. came to 287/. 75 

wk^Sodc^ of our Money, 862/, 1 for the Entertainment of 6000 Guefts. " The Bilhop thinks there 

i cm jmcs. C€ mu Q. | Je a Miftjike in the Rabbits, which could not then be fo dear ; and chat the Corn, Beef, 

cc Mutton, and Swans, are at high Rates for thole Times : Yet the 6000 Guefts were liimptu- 
oufly entertained for not quite n^d. each, of their Money, or probably about a ftxtb Part of j 
ct what it would have coft in our Days." Thus far the Bifhop. Now, as almoft every Thing 
bought for this Feaft was higher than the cuftomary Prices in thofe Times, we appre- 
hend we may fairly put them on an Average at one third Part of the prefent Expence ofl 
thole Things ; and then it will follow, that this Prior of St. Attftin's was at an Expence for this) 
Inftallation Dinner equal to 2586/. to be laid out in our Days for fuch a Feaft. 
papal Infolence tin- But nothing (on this Subject) can come up to the Pride and Infblence of Pope Clement V. in|i3i 
paralleled. the Year following, viz. Anno 1310, in his obliging (or even permitting) Dandolo, the reigning 

Doge of Venice, (in order to obtain a Reconciliation between his Holinefs and that Republic, with 
whom his Infallibility was grievoufly offended) fhamefully to fubmit to be tied with a Chain, like 
a Dog, under that Pope's Table, as Hiftorians relate, who have juftly added to his Name the 
Surname of Dog. 

The Kmgbu Tem- This Year is memorable for the utter Subverfion of the famous military-religious Order of | 
/>/*r,ar©nccfapprcfi Knights-templars all over Chriftpidom, who had made fo great a Figure in the late Holy-War, 
fed ail over Europe. King Philip the Fair of France, having been greatly ferviceable to Pope Clement V. obtained of J 

him a Grant of their Lands in France. In 1 309, the whole Order was arretted and imprifoned at 

once ail over France ; which, befide other Reafons, plainly Ihews that it was a concerted PoinE ; 

and that the greateft Crime of the templars* in Philip's Eyes, was, that they were polfcfled ofj 

9000 Manors in France 

€t For Wealth is Crime enough to him that's poor" Denham. 

Moll heinous Crimes, as well as Herefies, were, however, laid to their Charge, in order to, 
colour the great Cruelty, as well as Injuftice, which that King exercifed on them in France ; for* 
in 1312, their Great Mdfter, and 59 Knights, (fome of whom were of princely Families) were 
cruelly burnt alive at Paris-, and (as it is faid) the Grand Mafter, and many of the Knights, 
when tied to the fatal Stake, folemnly cited the faid King of France, and alfo the faid Pope, to 
anfwer, within one Year and a Day, at Chrijl's Tribunal, for their unjuft Mulder ; and, to make 
this Story the more authentic, they are both faid to have died within that Space. The Pope if- 
filed his Bulls all over Chriftendom, for exciting them to follow the Example of France ; which 



England, Spain, and Sicily accordingly complied with, though with none of the Bloodfhed that 
happened in France. King Philip, however, is faid to have miffed of his Expeftation ; for the 
Council of Vienne beftowed the Lands of the templars {amounting to 19,000. Manors all over 
Europe) on the Knighis-Hofpitdlers of St. John ofjerufalem. To fay the Truth,, the Tetojplars, fince 
the Holy-War was at an End* had really now nothing at all to do but to eat and drink ; whereas, 
the other two knightly religious Orders, viz. thofe of the Hofpitalers and teutonic Knights, were 
ftill thought ufeful, the former at Rhode* and the latter in Pruffta and Livonia. Tins was pro- 
bably alio one of their great Crimes. . 

In England, the Pope's influence prevailed over the Convidtion of King Edward II s Mind ^ 




fpread abroad, of the horrible Impieties and other tnmcs or tne *s *v»«£ 
ward had removed their Pcrfbris from the Tower of London to the four Gates of that City, [to the 
Words are] and fo a private Houfe, becaufe thofe Gate-houfes could not hold them all ; and 
in England, Anno they, were allowed CmU Penfions during their Lives, being, according 
to Chronicon Preciofum, ufusiflir Four-pence per pay, or one Shilling of l ^ er ^^f 1 ^ ^ 

cirj 

and Yo inFc^rracM^^iJwt ancU*. to fom^. To / to others, for their Stipend or Livery ; they being 

2 ttiJl 
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D. ftill to da the fame Service they had done to the Knights, whilft: the Lands were in their keep- 
10 in* i which Allowances demonftrate the Rates of Living, or what Money thofe Perfons could 
^ live for in thofe Times. Thus, for Inftance, 5/. n r. $d* (or t6L 13 s. 9 d.- of > our Money) was 
the Chaplain's Allowance by the Year ; and moft Neceflaries being then about five Times as 
cheap as atprefent, the laid 16/. 13 s. $d. was equal to, or would go as far as' 83/. 8 s. gd. in- our 
Days. We fhall conclude this Subjeft with obferving, that by an Aft of Parliament of the 
17th of King Edward II. Anno 1323, the Eitar.es of the ^Tetnplars were veiled in the Knigbts-Hof 
pitalers of St. John of Jerufalem* ** as being a Corporation inftitutcd ,, (fays that A£t) "for the 
*« lame Purpoles as was that of the Zemplars" 

That Englijh Ships, at this Time, reforted to the Ports of the Baltic Sea, even to the farther Eolith Ships trading 
End of it, we learn from the third Volume, Fol. 215, of the heedera? wherein King Edward II. 1° En/Hand *\\& av- 
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complains to Haquin? King of Pforzvay? ,c That an Englijh Ship from Grimjby, [in Lincoln/hire] c . 
* c laden with Corn and other Provifions in Eajtland" [/. e. the Coaft of Poland and Livonia] j^cprtd^ionTbe- 
" which had been driven by Storm into a Port of Norway near ftdalftrand? was rhere violently iwwrn £»g»vW and 
41 made Prize of/' And, 1313, .we find another Complaint to Haquin? of the Seizure of a 

Ship oi Lynn in the Port of Bergen? (Vol. III. P. 400.) c< which had been filhing on the Norway 
M Coaft for Herrings ; but Haquin accufes them of murdering his Bailiff, and ten other Perfons 
" there. On the other Hand, Edward complains to Haquin? that his People of "Tomiejbcrgb had, 
«* in Revenge of that fuppofed Murder, feized on three Englijh Merchant-Ships there, laden with 
•* Herrings? &C." Ladings of Herrings carried to any Diftance muft, undoubtedly, have been A probable Conjee- 
faked : And although the Art of pickling them was not (according to all Accounts) as yet found out *at fahed wr 
in the Manner now pradlifcd, yet it is plain, from this and many other Inftances, that fatted Her- ^j™^*] 
rings? either wet or ehc dried? called red Herrings? were, in thole Times, a merchantable Commodity [radcd7nlwscjre the 
in foreign Parts. And as the Herrings catched lb far North as the Coaft of Norway? could not (in Art of picking was 
all Probability) be made into red Herrings? thofe being always made from the Fifh newly catched found, 
near our own Ports, it feems probable enougli that faked wet Herrings were then alfo traded in. 

In the Fctdera? Vol. III. Fol. Q.7.2.? we find King Edward II. preparing for an Expedition from Trading Am-ft** of 
Ireland againft Scotland. He fummoned, on this OCcafion, the Sea-port Towns of England to fend a J Mof . r 

out all their Service of Ships due to him, [which Service, we conceive, to be now difficult to know " lcm * vvuh Kcmarky. 
at this Diftance of Time, excepting only that of the Cinque-Ports, always fixed-] Thofe other 
Towns, now named in this Summons, were probably the principal trading Sea-ports then in- 
England* viz. 

I. From the ^Thames Mouth weftwardS\ Sandwich*- Dover? Shoreham? Rye? Winchclfea? Romen- 
hale? £i. e. Romney\ Hytbe? Portfmouth? Ermuth? [i. e. Tar mouth? in the IJle of IVigbt] Lapole? 
[i. e. Poole] Wareham? Weymouth* Melcomb* Lyme? (all in Dorfctfliire) [Sidmutb? in Devonfoire] 
Exmouth* Exeter? Dartmouth? Plymouth* Briftol? Bridgwater. 

II. From the Thames Mouth Northward.] Harwich? Colchejler^ Gippejhvic* [ i. e. Ipfwicb] Do* 
newic* [L e. Dunwich] Orford? Great-Tarmoutb* Little-Yarmouth? [Snyterlee* N. N.] Burnham? 
Rolkbam? Lenn? .[i. e. Lynn] Bojton? Grimjby* Ravennefi* Hull? Scarlro** Hartlepoole? Newcajlle upon 
Tyne? and Newbiggin? in No?*thumbcrland. 

It is here to be remarked, that the following, now good Port-Towns, are not mentioned, to. 
Chichefter? Southampton? (though then a Place of Commerce) Falmouth? (then no Town) nor any other 
Port in Cornwall* Bamjlaple? Glo&jler? (though now a Port) Chefter? Liverpool? and Lancafter? and that 
Sidmuih and Snyterlee are now oblcur:e Villages. The firft, Sidmuth? is, it feems, now a poor 
.Village in Devon/hire* the laft maypoflibiy be Snitterby in Lincolnfliirt \ Neither is London men- 
tioned therein ; for which. Omiflions thertt was then, dou briefs, fome good Reafon, at prefent 
unknown, or but guefled at. London's Ships were, probably, already in the Service * and the 
reft, probably, were not bound, by their reipedtive Tenures, to fupply Shipping for the King's 
Service on this Occafion. 

The chief Commander of this Expedition is ftiled, * c Captain and Governor of our Fleet" Bur, 
in the following Year, John de Ergade is ftiled, Admirallum et Capitancum plot a: noJlr<e Navium? &c. 
i.e. Admiral and Captain of our Fleet of Ships againft Scotland. [Ibidem? P. 265.] There were as Ko Vice- Admiral* 
yet no Vice-Admirals not Rear- Admirals in England? thofe Names not being introduced till long nor Rear- Admlnib 
after ; for though there was, (as we have feen) before this Time, the Name and Office of * b >' et 5,1 
Admiral of the Seas of England, yet our Fleets for "War were altogether compofed of the Ships of 
Merchants, now and long after. 

Upon the Lofs of Ptolemais* Anno 1*91, the Knights-Hofpitalers of St. John of Jerufalem retired Rbodts taken from 
to Cyprus? but being ill treated there* they went and befieged the Ifle of Rhodes i which, after *» c ***** by the 
two Years Siege, they- gained from thetfurks* with five other neighbouring Ifles, and here they K f'$ /j,J ?f s *« 
fortified themfelyes, and flourilhed many Years. J of >'*>A»*. 

Xhe old Opinion concerning the TJnlawfulnefi or Sinfulnefs of either taking or giving of Ufury? Ufury condemned ao 
or Intereft, for Money lent, was revived in this Century* although we have feen it was gene- heretical at the 
rally praAifed in preceding ones, and even by a Bifhop, Anno 1292. At the Council of Fienne? ^"^i* o( ri *"»<* 
Anno 1 3* 1 , in the Papacy of Pope Clment V, that Pope? who was fo' inftrumental in the cruel 
Butchery of the Knights-Templars* ^on the Prolpe£fc of filling his own, and his Patron, King 
Philip the Fair's Gofters with their valfc Eftates, is now fo fqueamiffi as to pals die foltowing 
Decree, nriss. 44 If any (hall obftinately perfift in the Error of presuming to affirm that Ufioy is 
** not Sin*, we decree that he be punifhed as an Heretic" Hereupon, the Inquifitors were very 
bufy in many Parts, .At Florence** however, upon a great Dilorder that tell out in that Re pub- which is regulated 
ac, Anno 1335, they* 'by a Law* reftrained the Power of the Inquifitors, as was alfb done in *>y F-<*™,, 9 sec bus 
Caftile? and fcveral other Parts, But the prudent Republic of Venice would never admit of thole n , ev ' cr ^n*-"^ b y 
Inquifitors, nor that any Kind of Ufutf* .nor even the Occupations of Commerce and Artizans, 
c^ff. fliould be called in Queltion by Ecclefiaftics. 

In Skerie\ Expofitioti of the old Scottiflj Law-Book, called Regiam Majeftatem? we have a Treaty Scotland** Poflcflion 
betweeft King Robert h £Brucc\ of Scotland? artel Haquin V. King of Nonvay? Anno 1 312, where- ofnsifles confirmed 
by that; made between King Alexander III. of Scotland* and King Magnus IV. of Norway? is con- b * thc K, *£ of 
firmed^ and the Mcs of Scotland refigncd to Alexander in full Propriety, on Condition of Alex- 
andefs paying a perpetual Annuity ot one Hundred Marks Sterling to Magnus and his Succcflbrs. 

According 
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at any Time been ib inveterate as now ^gaihft each other. Wherefore the-' Emperor Henry VII. ' 



y////;<? 1312, went thither with .an Army, attended by the; Dukes of Aufiria and Bavaria? the 
lileftor of .Treves? the Earls of Savoy and Flanders? the BUhop*of Liege? See. And' tho* he met 
with Oppofition from the Guclph Faftion, he neverthelcis made Milan, and other Lombard Ci- 
ties receive him as their Sovereign, and pay him confiderahle Sums of Money. Padua 'paid 
him 100,000 Crowns. Venice a. conliderable Sum," (tho%.\vithuhis Author*s Leave, the Vene- 
tians would never acknowledge any German Emperor as their Sovereign.) " That State, how- 
A * ever, pre fen ted him with an imperial Crown of Gold, embellished with Diamonds, fcfc. He, 
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on this Occafion, appointed Governors at Verona? Parma? Milan? and Mantua? and was mag- 
nificently received and entertained by Genoa, c" [#1? foiJ a goad jinny with bimJ] — s<< And having 
been invited by the Colowia's? and other powerful Friends, to advance towards Rome? he took 
that City Sword in Hand, and caufed himfelf 1 to be crowned there by three Cardinals ; 9 * (the 
Pope being abfent.) cc And in fiiort, tho' much againlt the.Pleafure of the Pope and-Cardinals, 
^ he triumphed over the Guclphs? and reduced all the City under his* Power, by means of the 
lt Governors he left there." All this, it is true, was by Force y yet it ferved afterward to keep 
up die imperial Authority in Italy. 
v.-i5- I n farther Support of whan we have obferved in our Introduction concerning the various and 
niK Kem.nc* til rhnt very remarkable Removes of the Hcrring-Fifliery? we fhall here give the following Paragraph 

o Book, printed at London in the Year 1701, intitled, An Account of Livonia 4^11313 
venteen Letters? viz. Letter XV. " Several Authors agree that the great Herring- 
Fifhcry was at firft on the Livonian and CouHand Shores, where they continued till the-Yfcar 
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1313 ; thence they drew to the Danijh Coafts," [r. e. as we have leen, chiefly on the Coaft of 
Schonen? then belonging to Denmark] * c where there has been fuch Shoals and Plenty of them, that 
they have been catched with Hands. Thefe Fifh, it feems, love change of- Places ; for from 
" thence they removed to Norway. Not content there, they advanced farther, and fettled on 
c< the Britijh Coafts, where they have ever fince continued having, however, left their Relem- 
ct blan.ee, in Miniature, ftill in the Baltic-Sea? whjch is afmall Eifli they call Strcmling" [Poflibly 
the fame as our Sprats? tho' lbme think the latter to be no other than young Herrings.] This 
Author feems to have omitted the Coafts of Pbmerania and the Ifle or Jtageii?. where they were 
found in great Plenty in the Xllth Century* On this Subje£k we may note* that altho* the grand 
Shoals of Herrings had their principal Rendezvous on die feveral Coafts above-named, yet there 
were always great Store of that Fifh to be had on the Britannic Coafts, prior to the Times above- 
named, as is partly evident from oiir own Hiftories 



vrhv our icings fix- The great Demand for E?zglifh Wool in Brabant^ Artois? and Flanders? obliged King Edward II. 




now at slnrwcrp. fixed at Antwerp ? but how lojtig before, we cannot fay. 
Lift of ail ihe Knghjh The Ports of Export for our Wool were Weymouth? Southampton* Bofton? 'Tarmouth? Hull? Lynn? 
Po.r; in: the Expor- Ipfwich? and Newcajlle ? from which Ports alone,, by an InjunCfeion of King. Edtodrdll. Anno 1320, 
Mtbnof WooL anc i from none other, was our Wool to be exported, either 'by-.our own or by >forbign ^Merchants. 
EmiUm.'kaA Finn- During die Reigri of King Edward II. wje meet with fiindry <2omp>laihts (in the third Volumfc 
Ar, t!i,-ir mutual of the Fvdcra) of that King to the Earl Flanders? condernlng his Flemings Supplying King 
Comp ...... . t R a fart Bruce r s Party in Scotland with Ammunition, Provifions, *Es?i. particularly in .this fame Year 

1^7 r.:, T If 1 3 1 3* [ FoL 4° 2 -] thirteen Ships went at once from Flahders to Scotland for that Purpofe; ■ In this 

* lame Year Edward? on account of the Depredations of the Flemings? [or rather poflibly in Refent- 

ment of their faid fupplying of Scotland} feized on all the Ftonifb' Ships in tfte Port of London. On 
the other Hand, the Earl of Flandeh complains of Englffi Depredations^ fprbbably not without 
fome Ground.] Which mutual Complaints, were very frequent^ and Peace .'Wasvof ten to be'fettkd 
by mutual Adjuftments of Grievances ? which (we find ' ' iru_ r^ru.n^ 

clarations from Edward of Liberty, and Protc£tiori to 
mijh Merchants refbrcing to England. 
Jr. In the laid third Volume of' the T 
1 . jot'. iKle/,ib!c to borrow JMopey [as in' was' called] 

\ l T- Z:.:° " >s ' rrom cularly, in xhis fame Year, [Fq 

c .*r i;r . Scotland againft King Robert Bruce? he ^ 

Abbots, and from (omd Deans arid Chap 
or five of them, 40- or 50 Ma^ks fcaoh: 




aimount^d io a large Sum. ♦ 
. In FoL 449 of the iaid ithird 
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rfays ouriKJinS'] c< by a U poffiblc* Way*T/^W^ 

« Merchants/? ' ..Thofe Eafterlings were °( J« Sea * 

Times were tn :s;fceatHriaVttb3?oW6r, .from v£^U'cup^to Mrw, ; ftbmron mdny 

.have aaed .fora^bitrOTily4^a5«if «ho^ to ™e 'to the 
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Holland, our faid King's Sifter, thofe Immunities were to endure no longer than that Countefs's 
Life. 

Stoive*s Survey of London, gives us an Inftance of the Splendor of our then great Englifh Ttomat Kurl of L*i- 
Nobility, in their grand Retinues, Houfe keepings Cloathing, and Equipages. It is from the Ac- Vff r>z va * annual 
count of the Cofferer (u Cx Paymafter or Steward) of Thomas Earl of Lcicejler^ viz. /. s. d. x P encc * 

j. Paid for Account of the Pant ry, Buttery, and Kitchen, - 34° 5 oo o 

* 2. 369 Pipes of Red Wine, and two of White Wine, T 104 17 6 

3. Grocery of all Sorts, 

4. 1704 Pounds Wax 9 Vermilion, and Turpentine, 



180 17 o 

. 3*4 7 4 

5. Charge ot the Earl's great Horics, and of Servants Wages, - - - 436 4 j 

6. Linen for the Earl, his Chaplains, and his Table, 



* 7. 129 Dozen of Skins of Parchment + and for Ink, - - - - - 483 

* S. Two Scarlet Cloths for the Earl one of Ruflet for the Bifhop of Anjoti ; 70 
Pieces of Blue for the Knights ; 2 8 ditto for the Efquires ; 15 Pieces for the Clerks hi r 

1 5 for the Officers 19 for the Grooms; five Pieces for the Archers ; four for{ 4 o 15 o 
the Minftrels and Carpenters, - 

9. Seven Furs of powdered Ermin 5 /even Hoods of Purple ; 395 Furs of Budge 

for the Liveries of Barons, Knights, and Clerks ; and 123 Furs of Lamb for the t 147 17 8 
Efquires, - - - -3 

10. 168 Yards of Ruflet Cloth, and 24 Coats for poor Men, with Money on 7 _ 
munday Thurfday, - - - - - - - - - -\ * 1 0 / 

11. 6S Saffron-coloured Cloths for the Barons and Knights in Summer; 12 red * 

Cloths for the Clerks ; 26 Cloths for the 'Squires ; one for the Officers, and four > 345 13 8 
Ray Cloths for Carpets in the Hall, - - - - - - - - ' 

12. 100 Pieces of Green Silk for the Ktiights *, 14 Budge Furs for Surcoats ; 13 ^ 



Moods of Budge for Clerks, and 75 Furs of Lamb for Liveries in Summer, 

13. Saddlers for the Summer Liveries, 

14. Fees paid to Earls, Barons, Knights, and Efquires, 



72 19 o 



51 6 8 
623 l 5 5 



15. 24 Silver Dirties, 24 ditto Saucers, 24 Cups, one Pair of Pater-Nofters, and? jq r 6 
one Silver Coffin, all bought this Year, Silver being at is. S d. per Ounce, - °^ J 

16. The Countels's Difburiements, - - 440 00 5 

17. 2319 Pounds of Tallow Candles, and 1870 Pounds of Paris Candles, - - 31 14 3 



6775 15 6 

18. Six Barrels of Sturgeon, 6000 dried Fifh of all Sorts, and many other? q 
Items, amounting to - - - - r - - ~ - -3 ^33 4 

Total Expence for the Year 13 13 - - ~ - - - - 7 309 00 o 
(or 21,927/- of our Money.) And the Rate of Living being at this Time about five Times 
as cheap as in our Days, that Earl's Expences for the faid Year was equal to the Expence of 
109,635/, of our Silver Money, theirs being ftill thrice the Weight of our modern Silver Money. 

This Earl's vaft Eftate, both in England and Anjou, was, we lee, in a great Degree laid out in Remarks on this 
the Equipages of the Barons, Knights, and Efquires, who were his Retainers and VafTals by Account. 
Knights-Fees, being bound to do him military Service in the King's Wars, by vircue of the 
Number of Fees which he himfelf owed to our Kings on that Account. And by this fole Ar- 
ticle now before us, may probably be formed a more clear and adequate Idea of the feudal T e- 
nitres or Holdings of thefe Timcs y than by a Multitude of Words otherwife cxprefled. Here is 
ja Number of Earls, as well as of Barons, Knights, and Efquires, holding of, and liable to be 
called out with their Men and Arms to attend on one great Earl, who, by virtue of his holding 
fo many Knights-Fces of the King, was bound to appear in his Armies with a proportionablc 
Number of armed Horle and Foot, whom (we lee by this Cofferer's Account) he is obliged to 
fupply (all but thofe of the Degree of Earls) with Cloathing and Accoutrements. So that, in 
this View, he appears vyith the Splendor of a lovereign Prince, tho* merely a VafTal Subje£t of 
tKe Crown. And this is the proper Idea we ought to form of a great Lord, who under the feu- 
dal Syftem holds a great Number of Knighrs-Fees under the Crown, many of which are held 
under himfelf by his Sub-Va(Ials or Tenants, who conlcquently were bound to attend him in 
like Manner as he was bound to attend the King. 

With refped: to the Prices- or Rates of fome Things in this Account, they are well worth Ratec or Prices of 
noting. * The 371 Pipes of Wine, cofl but 314/- I2J. 6d. of our Money, or 16 s. u^d. per fame Things in the 
Pipe ; which, however, he might probably have at Brft Hand, as he had an Eftate in Anjou. nbovc Ac <=°unt. 
* The Skins of Parchment cofl: but z±d. per Skin. Linen Rag Paper was not as yet invented ; and 
although there was a kind of Paper made of Cotton, yet their moft important Bufinefs was gene- 
rally written on Parchment in thofe Times. * The Cloths, Silk, &c. being intermixed with 
icveral other Things, cannot be juftly calculated ; yet one may very nearly guefs that they are 
very cheap, compared with the fame Things in our Age. 

In this Year died Philip the Fair, King of Fi ance, in whofe Reign we arc to note, that the Cities of France, by 



■ 

t 



p:an 



-— — r — w^^o cn.v,. lu ^aiiu «» j^mi.uc ^niiLt irt hnving Com muni - 

that Kingdom whereby they were not only delivered from their cruel Subjection to the Barons, t! "\ a jir in * madc 
but wrre now crafted into a third Eftate in the Aflemblies of the States-General of that King- raMenHc^ 
jdom, in which they were clotely followed by England ; which, before, had only two Eftates or 
j honourable Orders, the Nobles and the Clergy. The Confequence whereof (here as well as in 
\kngtand) was, that thofe Cities and Towns gradually raifed their drooping Heads : More efpe- 
jCjally thofe Cities which had been eminent in the Time of the Roman Government* began to 
.clear away their Rubbifli, and wear a new Face ; Villages moreover grew up into good Towns 



tJiroucjh chat kind of Independency now enjoyed, to which before they 
The laid Prince firft eftablifhed the Court of Parliament in France, which 



had been Strangers. 

not a little contributed 
Monarchs of France nor of England were able. 



yei, to 
Vol.. L 



R r 



keeping 
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keeping up -numerous Handing Forces, [not yet known in Europe] nor even of raiting Troops 1 A D 
occafionally, without the Aid of their laid feudal Vaflals. 13 r i • * 

Englijh Wool-flnple In Vol. III. Fol. 482. of the Fcedera* the King of France* Lewis Huttin* complains to ourl* 314, 
amoved from Ant- Edward IL cc That whereas the Englijh Wool-Merchants, who had before kept their Staple at 
to Sc.cw,. cc yi H t we rp* had been permitted by him to fettle their Staple at Sc. Omers* under his Protection 

" hoping that thereby great Benefit would have accrued to his Kingdom ; neverthelefs, the faid 
c * Englijh Merchants at St. Omers do omit going with their Wools to the Fairs at Lifle* to the 
ct great Prejudice of his People, altho* they conflantly frequented thofe Fairs when they held 
c « their Staple at Antwerp* and altho* St. Omers be nearer to Lijle than Antwerp is." Doubtlefs 
thole Staplers had fubftantial Reafbns for this feeming Inconfifiency, tho* we are not now fo well 
able to difcover them, the Fctdera being Client on this Point. From hence, however, we may 
learn the Antiquity of our Staple at Antwerp* and alio die great Importance of our Wool in thole 
Times both to France and the Netherlands. 

In Vol. III. FoL 490 of the Fadera* Robert Earl of Flanders writes a refpedtful Letter to our 
King Edward II. acquainting him of a Peace being concluded between him and the Kin<r of 
Staple of// W re- France \ and requefting him, " That, as it is now agreed between his Flemings* and the Mayor 
moved to Btugeu cc afg j Conftables of the Staple of England, that the Staple for cheir Wool be fixed at Bruges* where 

* c he engages the Engliffi lhall enjoy all pofllble Privileges his Flanders Merchants trading to 
cc England may be allowed the like Privileges." Yet one would think that: the Staple was acrain 
removed, either in Part or elfe totally, to Antwerp in the Year following ; King Edward IL twice 
complaining to King Philip V. of France* of certain Ships of Calais having leized fome Englijh 
Ships laden chiefly with Wool* and bound for Antwerp 5 one of which Ships our King values at 
2000 Marks. 

The principal Cities j n Vol. Ill, FoL 510 of the Fasdera* we learn which were then generally the moft important! 1^ 
/^w nSnUW111 Tcnvns V* Ireland. For King Edward II. dire&ing his Orders to the Prelates, Peers, and Com- 
munities of that Kingdom, to give intire Credit to his Minifters therein named ; the only Towns 
by him mentioned are Dublin* Corky Wat erf or d* Rofs* Drogheda* Try mm* and Kilkenny. 
Rntrs of Prorifinns The Englijli Parliament having petitioned King Edward II. and his Council, in relation to the 
in E»£huut fixeJ by intolerable Dearnefs of Provilions, it was thereupon enadted, tc That the beft Ox* not fed with 
PailidincnE. Grain, fbtould be fold for 16s. and no more i and if fed with Corn, for 24 s. at moft. The beft 

fat Cow for nj. A fat Hog of two Years old, for 3^. 4//. A fat Wether unfhorn, for zed* 
if /horn, 14^. A fat Goofe for 2>id. A Capon, zd. A fat Hen for 1 d. and 24 Eggs for 1 d. 
Two Chickens for id. Four Pigeons for 1 d. And thofe who would not fell them at thefc 
Rates, fhould forfeit them to the King." Although here we may obferve fome Difference be- 
tween the Value put on fome Kinds of Provifions then and in our Days, yet, upon an Average, 
the Difference of Living then and now fcems to be nearly as 5 or 6 is to 1 , always remem- 
bring that their Money contained thrice as much Silver as our Money or Coin of the fame De- 
nomination does. Thus, for Example, if a Goofe then cofiz^d. i.e. y±d. of our -Money, or 
according to the Proportion of 6 to 1, it would now coft 3 s m gd. 
The itfu.il warlike Alfo the Parliament now granted an Aid to that King for his War againft Scotland* viz. Of 
Weapons at this every Town, except Cities and Burghs, [/. e. probably Parliament Towns] and excepting the 
Time. King's Domains, (who were obliged to aid the King by their Tenures) one ftout Footman* armed 

with a Sword* Bow and Arrows* a Sling* Lance* &c. at the Charge of each refpeftive Town, for 
60 Days, at 4^. per Diem. 

Tnc T.-.idc between In Vol. III. of the Fadera* we find Philips. King of France* then at War with Flanders* (Anno 
h >t K hi*:.i and Flan- 1 3 1 5) preffing our King Edward II. to prohibit the Flemings from trading with England. Edwaj-d 
dr. r beneficial to o- a ve Philip fair Promifcs. Neverthelefs the Trade between England and the Netherlands went 
both Nmions. ^ ag being equally neccflary for both Nations. For, as on the one Hand, the Flemings 

could not fupport their immenfe Woollen Manufadture without England's Wool ; fo, on the other 
Hand, the Cuftoms thereby accruing to the Englijh Kings, and the general Returns of Cloth 
and of fundry other ufcful Wares, as well as of a coniiderable Balance of Money from Flanders ^ were 
rightly judged to be very beneficial to England. And in this Situation it generally remained in 
fucceeding Times, as long as the Commerce of both Countries continued in the Conditio of 
the one fupplying Wool, and the other receiving back Cloth made of their own Wool. We may 
here add, that from the great Number of Records or Deeds in the F&dera* about thefe Times, 
between England on one Side, and Flanders* Brabant* and Holland on the other Side, as well as 
from the Hiftorians of both Countries, it appears, that we then carried on a greater Trade with 
the Nethcrland Provinces, than with all the World befide. 
The Kim* of Frame Ibidem* Fol. 543, we find King Louis Huttin of France* earnestly requefting our King Edward IL 
requeiu to have a t o fuffer a Staple to be opened for Englijh Wool in France* (St. Omers, before-mentioned, being 
ssapic for fin^l jb dropped) any where between Calais and the Mouth of the River Seine. Hereupon Edward or~ 
Wool in his King- Jer * ^ Mag j ftrates of Shrew/bury to depute two or three of the Wool-Merchants of their Town 
Uom ' t o attend him at his Parliament at Lincoln* there to be confnlted jointly with other Merchants, 

concerning the Expediency of Louis's Propofal. Of which, however, we hear nothing farther 

afterwards. * • x* 

Rates of Proviftons. The Chronhon Prcciofum* in this Year, gives us the very high Prices of certain I rovifions, 

to. By oreat Rains Wheat rofe to a/, per Quarter, [/. <?. 6L of our Money] Peafe and Beans 
to iL Malt to 4<£ and good Ale rofe to zd. 3d. and even to 4 </. ^ Gallon, [/. e. is. 

of our modern Money.] „ A , _ 1r , 

MUmA Tows of The Commerce, Power, and Wealth of the new Vandalic Cities of Wifinar* Rofiock Straelfund. 
%$Lr. **r«i. and Gripefwald* on the South Shore of the Baltic* were, according to Werdenhagen* s ^raSatus de 
SiratifunJ, and Rebus -pttblicis Hanjeaticis* (Vol. I. Pars III. Cap. xxiii.) now become much increafed, and ftill 
Grip*fx»ald> in great inGrea r ing i n t h e ir Trade to the Countries on both Sides the Bathe Shores * which occafioned 
iVofpcrny. m ^ Envy from the Crown of Denmark* and fome other neighbouring Princes. 

Dewiftr* Harder- By Mcurfius's Hiftoria Danica* we alfo find, that the Towns of Harderwick in GueMerland* and 
«jvit&. and Sta*vcm 9 t} cve ntcr in Overyffel* had commercial Privileges conferred on them by Eric VIII. King of Den-, 
^dZZFIk for the encouraging of their referring to the Fairs at Schonen. £nd two Years after, he 

tall a great Em- ^ 
porium* 



»3 



OF THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE, ^ i 

& 4 D- acquaints lis* that the faid Danijb King granted the like Privileges to Stavcrn in Frifeland, then 
1116 and formerly a City of great Commerce, [tunc Commerciis florentem\ fays our faid Author. 




zures or onips ana 

tive Kings whereof* orcen aireaay namea; nawara and tiaqtnn, appointed Jflemporenuariei; to Svjr^~ ~ r "~ 
adjuft ail fuch Differences. It feems the principal Ports of England which carried on the Trade The -hi:*! Em VA 
to Norway at this Time, were Berwick- IlulL and Lvnn i the laft of which Towns marU* frrfli 



Norwegians 



to /V.rwflv. 



Upon the humble Application of the City of Boardeaux to King Edward II. he granted them B*nr<!eanx™& oth- 
a Charter, whereby chat City was formally annexed to the imperial Crov/n and Kingdom of Eng- Chics of ;tr '- 
land—" So as «w no be aliened from thence, excepting only to the deleft Son of the Kino-/' — annexed r 0 
In die fuceeeding Years of this Reign, we find fundry other Towns in Guienne annexed to^Eng- ^tlSST^nl - 
Win the very fame Stile and Terms. (Ibidem, Tom. III. p. 560.) How vain are all fuch un- 
alienable Charters, where rhere is fo great a Separation of Territory ? But 137 Years lace r than 
this Time, England will be deprived of every Foot of Ground in that fine Province for ever. 

In Fol 564 of the faid third Volume of the Fadcra, we find there were Ships from ttab>\ Sicily, Ships from C7,*o- f 
and Spain, trading to England. For King Edward II. now complains to the Council of France, s '«l v ' at,d 
[there being then no King] That there having lately been a very great Dearth of Corn and other tratic 10 /r '** w - 
Proviiions in England, he had fent to Genoa, Sicily, Spain, &c. to fetch a Supply thereof. But 
that a Commander of certain Calais Ships had taken a great Ship of Genoa in the Downs, laden 
with Corn, Honey, £s?c. partly for his own Ufe. 

And (Fol. 565.) our faid King complains to the Republick of Genoa, of one of their Merchants 
fupplying King Robert Bruce of Scotland with Armour. Edward tells them, "That there had G<W< oH Friend- 
cc been a long Friendlhip of old between his Progenitors, Kings of England, and their Predecefibrs." Jlli P %vkh 
Yet this does not appear by any thing in the F&dera till now. 



in this lame Year, lays Chronicon Preciofum, (from Stowe) Wlieat was fo high as 4/. ^>er Quar- A vn* Variation in 
ter, \L e. izL of our Money] Yet a very early and good Harveft brought it down to 6s. 3d. oTtr^.t 
per Quarter. Surely fuch a great Alteration, all in the fame Year, muft have been owing to In Lar * 



Weather. If the mean or moft: ufual and mode- A Rule to determine 



two 



try) could be juftly afcertained at certain Periods, we could then cxadtly fix the Proportion or uXV^OO^ 
Rate of the Expcnce of Living, between than Period and our own Times. But as this is quite Periods, 
uncertain, we muft be content with making the moft rational Computations and Conjectures 
which the Materials handed down to us can fupply us with. Thus, for Inftance, when we read 
in any Record, that 2d. per Day was the Allowance of a labouring 



Man, when the moderate 



Time, we are to confider, 



, ilt, That the laid 2*/. weighed 6d. of our Money 
was a£tually 1 z j. of our Money ; and that if the mean Price of Wheat 
36s. per Quarter, then Living was actually but thrice as cheap as in our D 



This is 



equal in point ot Living to 1 8 d. in our Money, considering the then Rate of Neceflaries. 
carefully to be remembered, as has been already noted. 

At tliis Time, Mr. Gent, in his Hiftory of Kingfton upon Hull, Chap. ii. acquaints us, " That this Thc Town of Ru l 
" P e "^ Town had, in this Year, arrived to fo confiderable an Incrcafe, tho' founded but 20 Years »«£h improved. -«d 
" before, that the Streets were well paved, fs?r. And that King Edward II. hearing how much m fnrth!:rH flor > ' 
" *} j hc ^y lm P^ved, granted it a Charter, impowering the rich Inhabitants for the future 

Houfcs of Lime and Stone, — to ereCt ftronor Caftles and Towers, — to make a 



Wall and Moat, as intended by his royal Father the Founder." *We 
s panegyrical Account of Hull with what Mr. Drake, the Miftorioc 



is Lrfand's Itinerary, viz. " That Hull, even in the Reign of King Edward III. 
Fiflier-town ; [and in another Place he calls it but a Village] that its firft In- 
; to their Cod-fifliery to Iceland, and their great Trade in Stock-jiflj, whereby it 
That in the fifth Year of King Edward III. Anno 13 31, it was incorpo- 
Mayor being William de la Pole, then one of the exeateft Merchants in England. 



wnom that King calls DileSlus Mercator et Valerius nofter, [being a Gentleman of his Bedcham- 

p £ C ,V U e - mr beloved Merchant and Servant." He was Father to Michael de la Pole, Earl of 
Suffolk. 

n l \ Y °)'d 1 \ Fo1 V 64 7» of ^Fccdera, King Edward II. grants Permiflion to the Subjeds of John Cornier-; I ln:cr- 
qj 1 ot f. J** aH f> Lorram, and Luxemburg, at his Reqtieft, freely to traffic in England with their «nrfe*btt*«n5^* 
bhips and Merchandize, and to enjoy their wonted Privileges.— He makes the like Declaration of ^ B,aoa, Ui 
Permiflion to the Subjefts of tlie Duke of Bretagne ; which is the firft Inftance in the Fcedera re- nnd hn "'**'' 
latmg to Commerce with Bretagne tho' in the fuceeeding Part of this Reign we find fundry Com- 
plaints of Depredations on both Sides, followed by as many Truces. Complaints alfo of Depre- 
ciations committed by French Ships, now became more frequent. 

P*f*t* Pol 67S. at the Requeft of Alphonftts XI. King of Spain, (as he is always termed in 
tnis third Volume of the Fcedera, becaufe he reigned over the two CaftUes, the largeft or princi- 
pal 1 erruory of it) King Edward II. grants Safety and Freedom to the Merchants of Bilbao 

r tV!*, Bi f cny ; and P articularl y» that neither they nor their Goods Jhottld be arreftcd nor 
jrofl >eajori the Debt of any other Spaniard for whom tbey Jhall not be perfonallv bound. This was a A mod readable 
common Cuitom in England in thofe Times, when the Importance of the abfolute Freedom of c, ,u ^ bc £un to be 
v-ommerce was not fo well underftood. In fuceeeding Times, therefore, an Article was ufuallv i M fer . tcd "?>' f ?^S n 

inlerted in the Trpa^ne mnrln K»ht,o«n N at j ons 1...JC ...... 1-- . • 1 Nations in their 



tice 



Nation 



commercial Trea- 



31S 



lcives to-anfwer for each other. 

K-S 1 -f* 2 F<eele ra, Vol. III. Fol. 744-5, we find King Edward II. zealoufiy mediat ng a Reconci- King &tmmi ;il' s 



Flanders, and William 111. Earl of Holland, Zealand, and Hainault 

War aeainft each other i inflrrn^rino- Iiiq A mlmflsrWc A»r rh-j«- P.n- 



3 



pofe, 
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Bootc III, 



cc 



Left' 



pofe, " Left" (fays 
" fans or Ell-ates/ 1 

Wc have fecn 



he) 



CC 



our Merchants i*cforting thither for Traffic, ihoultl fuffer in their Per- A. b. 



the Foundation of Copenhagen* die prefent capital Ciiy of Denmark* (or rather 
corporal ed and iiiAiie 0 f ' ns Caftle) to be of no older a Date than the Year 1 169- Its happy Situation for maritime j 
:l ,l > % Traffic, brought it gradually to the Size of a City, 



1 



3*9 



porating Charters 



of other Nations. 



So that,- according to Mcuifitis's llijtoria . 

* ges on it * fuch \ 

uties on the Com-. 
w s* Cfrc. in Imitation of the incur- 
It is at prefent (after various Fortune) ib large and beau- ? 
r Title it bears of a Metropolis. j 



1 



£..*/-'/ Merchants 

were rhi> Year an 
aan.il Coi pftraiion, 
an.: \\\v ft il thai 
c\ er w ai in Kngiuntt 
of xhiic Kind. 



King Edward II. allowed Day for the Maintenance 

London* and r-iz/. a Day for his Keeper, 

In the orcccdincr Cer*curv. we have feeri that the Exnorta 



affbeiated under the Refemblancc of a modern Corporation, 
long ' 1 " ~ " ~ 1 1 " 1 " 



rtation of the Staple Merchandize of 
Henry III- was under the Management of a Set of Merchants 

And tho' wc cannot determine how 



>f King Edward II. thole Merchants 
Malyncs* in his Center of the Circle Oj 



Corporation ; yet (lays Gerard 

under the Year 12.67) there are Records in the Pipe-Office of the Exchequer * mentioning, that 
it was adtuaJly a Corporation, with the Title of The Mayor and Conjlables of the Staple <s/" England, 
who then had their Staple at Antwerp* for the conducing of the Vent of Englijh Jiaple lVares y 
and of the Importation of fuch foreign ones as were wanted at Home; being:' by far the molt 



fjXVfnft bjgan to be 
coined in CnriUcn- 
doi:i. 




I 



icd Anno 1623) p. 176, conjedtures, that' 1 320 j 
and States of Chriltendom firlt began to coin Gold, viz. the Emperor, the King of ■ 
Genaefe and Venetians j and that from die two laflr-named States, who had Doges or 
heir chief Magiftratcs. the Coin called Ducats took its Name. We fliall, however. 



The Cr« uvn ofjfrra- 
(»«s/f grows potent 
by the Addition of 
Territory, and par- 
ticularly of Sardinia* 

Zealand IflfS ftipu- 
IntcJ to belong; to 
the Province of 
Holland* 

Jtrugcs makes a Pn- 



fee, that till the next Reign, viz. that of King Edward IIL there was no Gold coined in England, 
whatever lb me Writers have faid to the contrary. 

At this Time, Arragon* Valencia* and Catalonia* came to be united under the Government of 
James II. King of Arragon -* and the Genocfc and Pifans being at War about the Partition of Air-, 
dinia* whereby they had both wafted themletves much, to prevent farther Difficulties, Popej 
Boniface VIII. Anno 1324, confirmed that Ifland to the laid King of Arragon y who had driven 



1321 



The Property of 



Gcnoefe and JPifc 



many Difputes between 



nerally 



the Ifles which compofe the prefent Province of Zealand* had occafioncd 
en the Earls of Flanders and Holland * the Right to which Ifles was till now 
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But in tliis Year 132?, thole two Princes con- 



'eace 



_ . ^ The Earl of Flanders attempting to remove die Mart from Bnegcs to Scluys* fo great a Tumult 

foticr of the Earl of enfued, that the Brugians took their EarU and imprifoned him for fix Months, So powerful was 
IWutJers. this City become from its great Commerce in thofe Times. ^ 

Heifs* in his Hiftory of the German Empire, obferves, ** That this was an A " ' ~ 
6C nels : the Popes, by Degrees, had gained the Attendant fo much, that Pope 



The Darkncls of 
this At»c occsifions 
the mi lent Preten- 
tions of the Pope 
evcrf aver the Em- 
peror. 



The ;r al Power 

-Til : n:iuence. even 
r.|i Commerce, i ri- 
ft anccd. 



□e John XXIL had 

c Emperor Iotj V. ST&r/ the imperial Dignity was a Fief of 
the Holy-See, and that no Election of an Emperor could be valid without his Approbation : That as 
it belongs to the Soul and Under/landing to command and govern* and to the Body to fiibmit to their 
Orders and to obey 5 fo* in Chriflcndom* frail and perijhable Things* 99 [i. e. Emperors and Kings'] 
ought to be fubjetl to thofe that arc celeftial and eternal* the Prophane to the Sacred, and the Gorpo- 
real to the Spiritual. The laid Emperor Lewis not complying with his infolent Demand of 
quitting the imperial Dignity, he excommunicated him ; nevcrthelefs that Emperor main- 
tained himfclf on his Throne, tho' not without much Diflrurbance raifed againft him by this 
Pope." 

The Power of the Guelphic or papal Party was fo great at this Time, as even to have an In- 
Huencc to obflruck the Courfe of Commerce, which of all other Things ought ever to be left 
molt free. For in Vol. IIL Foh 921 of the Fcedcra* we have, in this fame Year, a Letter from 

Robert King of Sicily* in Favour of one Vannns Fortigair* therein 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



I 



King Edward II. of E?igia7?d* to 




The Sheriffs of Lon* 

(ten and l\JM/r/?x 

were Receiver* of 
the Crown Kerjts at 

this 1 hue. 



The Firming ravage 

the E*gi*tf? CimlK 
and openly afiirt the 

Scon, 



(fays our King) cc you profecute as your Enemies. Edwai'd vindicates Ins t^naracter, ne navmg ji 
fifteen Years in England. He alfo writes to the Pope and to one of the Cardinals in his Bel 

In Madox's, Hiftory of the Exchequer, (Chap, x.' Fol. 262) King Edward II. (in the xvth Yea 
his Reign) directs the Sheriffs of London and Middlefex to buy, provide, and fend into the Towe 
London, 200 Quarters of Wheat, 100 Quarters of Beans, 300 Quarters of Oats, 100 Quarter 
bis Salt, 24 Oxen, 120 Hogs in Bacon Flitches, as and for die Stores ot the faid Tower. 
fhews that thofe Sheriffs, as well as the like Officers in other Counties, were then Receivers tor 
the Crown Rents, and the King's Agents accordingly. . 

Whilft the now unfortunate Kinsc Edward II. had more than enough upon his Hands, between 



This 



rcnttian and 'ttjer- 
can Ships trade 10 



his Sn uggles with his Queen, his own Subjects, and the bcols, an at tne lame iirac, wc uuu to- 
wards the End of Vol. HI. of the Fsdera, (p. 949. etfea.) he frcquendy complains to Robert Earl 
of Flanders^ of the Depredations of the. Flemifi Subjects, chiefly about and near l armc-atb-, and 
alfo of fupplying the Scots with Provifions, Ammunition, Csrr. But finding no Kedrels, he di- 
rects the Barons of the Cinque-Porn to fit out Ships againft the Flemings. Yet, in the Year iol- 
lowine, (Fol. 007-8.) Lewis Earl of Flanders concluded a Truce with our faid King, whereby 
Commerce on both Sides was reftorcd ; which truce (we find by the Feedera) was from Time 
to Time renewed in this and the fuccceding Reign, without any thing farther remarkable re- 
lating to Commerce. „, . _ s ^ j 

We find (in Vol. III. Fol. 1009 to 101 ( of the Fardera) that Venetian Ships ufually now retorted to 

our Ensli/K Sea-Ports. Five of their Gallies, laden with MerchaiKfec, coming now into the 1 ort ot 

6 . Saul hampton, 

4 
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I 



Southampton? happened, in a Fray with the Townfmcn, to kill an Englishman ? whereupon all other but no E»glijb sups 
Venetian Ships were afraid to approach our Coafts. King Edward II. duly weighing this, wifely ^* ttradc tolhof * 




Freedom for Englijh Ships at Venice? nor the leaft Mention of any antecedent Treaty of Com- 
merce with Venice. We may therefore conclude, that England had not as yet any Incercourfe of 
Commerce with any State fo remote. 

Neither does it appear, by any Thing in the Fcedera? nor in Hiftory, that Englijh Ships in 
thole Times ufually traded fo far as the Coafts of Majorca. It is true, indeed, that this very 
Year, (Ibid. Fol. 1028) wc find a Complaint of Sancho King of Majorca? and Count of Roujfdlon? 
&c. to our King Edward II. againft fome Englijhmeu who had committed Depredations at Sea 
againft his Subjects ; to which Edward promifes Redrefs, with free Accefe for all Sancho*s Sub- 
jects reforting to the Coafts of England. Yet Edward fays not one Word of any Privileges for 
Englijh Ships reforting to the King of Majorca's Forts, which was very natural for him to do, 
had our People at that Time had any Concerns whatever either on the Majorcan Coafts, or (in 
the before-named Cafe) fo far Sourh as the Venetian Shores. 

Altho' by the apparent Beginnings of Commerce, and the vifible Incrcafe of Gold and Silver Tll <= Law pnfltd for 
in Europe? and in England in particular, the Feudal Law already fhewed vifible Marks of an ^^^SftrflSi- 
approaching Declenfion ; yet it is fomewhat ftrange that the Parliament of England (in the nors> arJ a c hdr Mar- 
xviith of King Edward IPs Reign) pafied fuch an A6t in Behalf of the Crown,' relating to riagc, and ofJF7- 
Wardjhips? as iavourcd not a little of Bondage \ and yet more ftrange that it neverchelefs re- d ° w' ; asalfonotto 
mained unrepealed till the xiith of King Charles II. viz. « I. The King lhall have the Ward- Kin^L«"i^r 
" Jbip" [i. e. the Guardianjhip? till 2 1 Years of Age] 64 of the Heirs of all that hold of him in too much a Mark of 
" Chief. II. He fhall have the Marriage of the laid Heir who lhall be under or within Age. Bouda&t. 
" III. The Premier Seizin, after the Death of him that held of him in chief, of all his Lands. 
tc IV. The Affignment of Dower to his Widow, who likewife lhall not marry without his Con- 
44 fent. V. He fhall not alienate the major Part of his Lands, without the King's Conlcnt. — » 
44 Claufes IX. and X. The Lands of Idiots fliall be in the Cuftody of the King, —and thofe of £«- 
44 na ticks fhall be alfo under his Direftion," &c. 



Mr. Echard? in his Hiftory of England? obfi 



erves, That in the Difputcs between King Edward II. N*rma*uh has much 
»urite Mortimer? preparing War againft her Hufband) Shipping and 1 radc. 



and his Queen, (then in France with her favourite Mortimer? prep _ 

cc The King's Officers, with the Navy of the Cinque-Ports, £s?r. fo fcowered the narrow Seas, 
ec that in a fhort Time they brought 1 20 Norman Ships into England as lawful Prizes." By this 
and other Inftanccs of Captures from the Normcu Coaft, it appears there muft have been, in 
thofe Times, a confiderable Commerce in Normandy ? they were then die great Carriers of French 
Wines to other Parts 0$ Europe? altho' their own Province never produced any. 

The City of Hamburgh was become jfo confiderable by this Time, according to her learned ^amburgh has the 
Secretary Lamb edits? in his Origines Hamburgcnfes? that the Duke of Holflein? Anno 1325, granted i^^y 1 ^^^^ 
to that City the perpetual Privilege of coining Money? cxclulive of all other Parts of his Dominions. j t _ 

We have exhibited, under the Year 1308, the firft commercial Treaty between England and £«g/Wgrams Frce- 
Spain? after many Complaints of Depredations. Wc now find, in the fourth Volume, Fol. 118, dom of Commerce 
of the Fcedera? cc That King Edward II.'* (after frefli Depredations of the Spaniards were com- to lhc Sptwiardu 
plained of by him againft his Subjcfts borfi at Bayonne and in England) 44 at the Requeft of 
44 Alphonfus VII- King of Cajiilc? grants full Liberty to all Noblemen, Merchants, Matters of 
44 Ships, Mariners, &c. of that Kingdom, to refort to England and to Aquitayne with their Mer- 
44 chandize, fcfc and to fell and difpofe thereof at Pleafure, paying the uiual Cuftoms ; and that 
44 they may return home at their Pleafure/ 1 

In VoL IV. Fol. 138 of the Fa:dera? King Edward IL cc grants his Protedtion and fafe Con- £«jt/mftfirftTreiuy 



cc 



cc 



du£t to all Merchants, Mariners, &c. reforting to England for ten Fears to come, from the °f Commerce with 
City and Territory of Venice? with Liberty to ieli their Merchandize in E?igland? and ro return ^^ttaifi" 
Home in fafety, without having either their Perfons or Goods Jtopped on account of other Peoples therein. 
44 Crimes or Debts. Provided always that they pay the ufual Duties, and exercife none but legal 
44 Merchandize." This excepting or faming Claufe, (the fecond of its kind hitherto to be found 
in the Fcedera) it is probable, was the Condition on which the State of Venice accepted of our 
King's Liberty of Commerce with England: For what State or Nation would tamely fubrnit to 
fuch abjedr Conditions as to permit their innocent Merchants (as our former Pradtice was) to be 
liable both for the Debts and Crimes of others. Yet ftill here is no Claufe in Behalf of Englijh 
Merchants trading to Venice ; which fhews there was probably no Commerce from England fo far 
off then thought of. The like may be obferved in the before-named Treaty even with Cajtile. 

In the faid fourth Volume, Fol. 146, of the Fcvdera? we fee a Letter from King Edward IL de~ An Englij?* Ship at 
firing his Kinfman, Alphonfas King of Portugal? to grant his Protc£tion to an Englijh Ship coming Per: »g«l* 
thither with Merchandize to be diipofed of, and intending to load Corn and other Provifions for 
our King's Dutchy ofGafcony. From whence it is probable that Englijh Ships did not, in thofe Days, 
veiy ufually trade to Portugal ? which therefore occafioned King Edward to make this Rcqucft. 
We may here add, (as elfi: where noted) that not only Portugal and Spain? but France , alfo? produced s P ain * P*rt*g*l. and 
more Com and lefs Wine than in modern Times. But Luxury increafing the Demand for Wines JSv mo« c""'. d 
along with the increafing Wealth of Europe? thofe three laft named Nations found their Benefit f CW er Vineyards 
in increafing their Vineyards? for fupplying the more northern Countries with that alluring than in modern 

Liquor, Times. 

So confiderable were the Power and Privileges of the great mercantile Cities of Flanders in WWrr/s great 
this Century, that in Vol. IV. Fol. 147 of the Fcedera? we find the Burgomafiers of Bruges? Gaunt? T ?? n * lrcat f^ 
and Tpres? alone declaring or proclaiming a Truce between the Merchants Subjects of the Earl CoLncfcZ 
or Flanders? and thofe of King Edward II. of England : Bruges thereby appointing her Burgo- 



mafters to go over to London for fettling of Peace and Commerce in th 
half of all the People of Flanders? jointly with the Deputies of the 
Vol. L S 1 



eir own Behalf^ and in Be- 
other two good Towns of 

Gaunt 



15S AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION Bowtffl 



Gaunt and [avecque les deux bonnes Villcs* Gand <?/ Yprcs/J In tl 

157.) we find King Edward II. fettled a Truce with thole Deputies : I 
he writes to the Magiflrrates of Bruges* that he confenced to the Proion 

A Lift of foreign In Madox 9 s Fmna Burgi* (Chap. xi. Seft. 4,) we have a Lift x>f all the Nations of Foreigners, ■ 
Nations trading to Anna i 325, then trading to England? to whom King Edward II. and his Father had granted a : 
England. Charter of Privileges, wra. French? German* Spanifh? Portugnejc? thole of Navar* Lonibardy* Tufi • 

aawy, Catalonia? Provence* and w Dutchy of of c J'houloufe* Flanders? Brabant* and other, 

foreign Parts. Where we may note* that there is no Mention of any Merchants from Denmark? j 
Sweden* Poland* or Mafcovy? as yet trading thither-, and that the Merchants of Gafcony had great | 
Dealings with England* chiefly for Wines? and for Woad for Dyers. j 

Bmlw* Gallics 1,1 Vo1 - IV - Fo1 - 166 of che Ftcdera* we have a Complaint oi James King of Aragon? Valencia?. 

trading to Flanders. Sardinia? and Corjica? and Earl of Barcelona* to King Edward II. of England* ct That fome j 

" /#& Ships had forcibly feized on the Sea, and carried into Sandwich* certain Gallies of Barce- 
" /a//*," [which City is in this Volume always called Barchinonia'] cc which were returning home 
" from Flanders laden with Merchandize ; for which our faid King promifed to do Juftiee." 

En* Ws commer- JMfoffj FoJ. 179, King Edward II. fettles all Difputes relating to Commerce and Depredations 
cial Treaty with the on the Seas, with William Earl of Holland. Althoxigh in the lollowmg Year, (Fol. 187.) fome 
Earl of Holland. Engliflinien having flain certain People of Zirikzee? there was a frefli Convention made with the 

laid Earl. 



two 



The fira Mention of In Vol. IV. Fol. 220 oi: the Jrtfdera* we ttrit nna mennon mauc or ^ m 

two Admirals in Time in England. King Edward II. this Year, dircfting his Precepts, cc To the Admiral of his 
* ' / " Fleet from the Thames Mouth northward ; and to the Admiral of his Fleet or Ships from the 



England* 



Mouth weftward 



Jerfiy, Gitcn:Jc\\Al- And (Fol. 2: 

dernt v and Sarxc fi r fl Feeder a. King 



Jerfey* Gnernfcy 



vVar on him, and had detained his Queen and Son 
1 Lands of the French in thole Ifles, allowing each 
Monk "Two-pence -per Day. 



Flanders is ufnally It is here proper to remark, That in King Edward IVs Declarations of War aga 

Territories, there was ufually an Exception of the Flemings* [pratter Flaiidrenfes] 



excepted out of Dc- \\S 
clarations of War was 
by England againft 
Fr J nee. t0 



Monarchy 

Fol* 226 of the Fardera* under the laid Year 1326, in the 
fuper aggreffibus Gallorum 3 et de Navigio mil ten do. "Which 
Ihcws of how great Importance to England its Commerce to Flanders was in thofe Times judged 
to be. 

Rate of annual Liv- " In this fame xixth Year of King Edward II. the Engrofler and Remembrancer at the EvgUJb 
ing foran Excho « Exchequer, were allowed 12 Marks for the Maintenance of two Clerks yearly, u e. 4/. each 
quer Clerk. « Clerk." {Madox** Exchequer* Cap. xxiv, p. 7 1 S.] And the Silver Money being thrice the Quan- 

tity of ours, each Clerk had 12 1, yearly of our Silver for his Maintenance. 

KiuvEdwri IVs King Edward IL being, in this Year, depofed by the wicked Arts of his lafcivious Queen, had 
Allowance when (according to lValfmgham) 100 Marks per Month allotted him for his Maintenance; which flic 
depofed. too k ca re°he fliould not long live to enjoy. 



Very low Prices of 
Landsand Poultry. 



In the Year 1327, (ift Edward III.) according to Bifhop Fleetwood's Chronicon Preciojiim? upon 
an Inquifition at TunbriJgc in Kent* cc A capital Mefiuage, with 70 Acres of arable Land, was 
" worth no more per Annum than iL 15 s. Twelve Hens for xs. 6d. A Cock and thirteen 
** Hens, is. yd/' [If Wheat (the Staff of Life) was proportionably cheap, then the Rate or 
Expence of Living at this Time muft have been five or fix Times as cheap as in our own Days.] 
Eio-htv Acres of arable Land worth 20^ per Annum* (or 3/. of modern Money) or 3d. (i. e. 



CC 



ad.) per Acre. Meadow 



And again Airpriz- 
ingly cheap ofLands, 



had 



ear of Edward III. Anno 1327, ct John of 
Mavori erave to the Priorv of the Holy 



Mill 



Kentijh 



Money 



Lcudosfs chief 
Trades, and when 
incorporated. 




Anno 1394.— The Fifltmangers* Anno 1433. — Vintners* (anciently called Merchant IVine-Tumters oi 
Gafcony) Anno 1437*— Drapers, Anno 1439- — IJaberdafhcrs* Anno 145 1. — Ironmongers? An 10 1464. 

Mcrchant-tfayhrs* Anno 14.66. (anciently called Taylors and Linen Armourers.) — Clolbworkers? 

(anciently called Sheermen) Anno 1482. The f/abcrdajbers were anciently called Hurrers and Mi- 
lainers* the latter name coming from the Wares they Told, which came from Milain and Lombardy. 



S 



1 

i 



OF THE ORIGIN OF C O M M l£ R C E, fife. T59 

Southward tbo' but a Village, having been at this Time, and even long before, an slfylum r**tiyarVs Daily. 

for Rogues, Bankrupts ° " " ~ "~ ' 

plication to the Crown 

that City acquired a more immediate Authority in that conftantly increafing Suburb* 



, &c. whereby the City of London often fuffered great Damages, upon Ap- w * Kk '*? K ,a ?; t# l fo 
n, the Baily wick of Southwark was granted to the City of London, whereby tUcUlt > oi 



About this Time 



according to Sir James Ware's Hifiorical Relations \ (or a Difcovay of the true Why brln*4 be- 
Cb#/fc Ireland junwr intircly fubdued to the Crown of England, //// the Beginning of the Reign cainr ^ I'cg^w-te 
0/ James I.) the old Englifli Colonies in Ireland became gradually fo degenerate, that they ^bo 'h?^ ^ I "Vm e 
fell back into Irijh Barbarifm, and rejefted the Engli/h Laws and Cuftoms : Partly occafioncd by and affords no\:.f.. 3 
the bad Government of King Edward II. and by Prince Edward Brace's invading of (lifter in mawria! fbi com- 0 
Ireland, [who was Brother to King Robert Bruce of Scotland] marching up to the Walls of Dublin, 
fpoiling the Englifli Pale, pafling through Linjler and Munjler as far as Limerick, and being every- 
where Mailer of the Field. And fo it remained for feveral Ages, the Crown of England not 
talcing any proper Meafures to reduce the Irifb and the degenerate Englijh into a regular way 
of Government, and to the Laws of England. In fuch a Condition remaining alfo for feveral 
Centuries after, how can any thing like a Hiftory of Commerce be expc£tecl from Ireland ? 

Hiftorians have obferved, That only the Principal of the Barons of England were fummoned ThcTiitc c»rjfrv*« 
to great Councils and Parliaments. And that it was in the Reign of King Edward II. (whole « »/^»^r.ow Ji 
miierable Death happened in this Year) that the Title of Baron, which before had been given ™ '^^'/^V^ 7 
to all who held Eltates immediately of the Crown, was from thenceforth given only to fuch as J* w * lct ' 1 c ~ to 
were fummoned to Parliament. 



mere j.. I H'llcnv. 



ar.iamtnt. 



th 

their hart. 



g{ The opulent City of Bruges* & Animofity (joined to that of other Flemifh Cities) againft their The HchCSiIcs of 
jRarl, having, notwithllanding a Peace concluded between them, made diem now break out into 1,1 Wurw:i 

frefli Rebellion ; their Earl prevailed over them, and in this Year they are difcomfitcd, and 22,000 
(lain in Battle. 

King Edward III. finding it would be too much for him to wage War with France and Scot- Kirur EJzvarJ in. 
land at the fame Time, determined to make Peace with the latter, that he might be at greater wiih 
Liberty for making Preparations to attack the former. Wherefore we find him, in the fourth arLcubrc°i«{uSk 
Volume of the Fcedera, Fol. 337, cc renouncing all Right and Pretentions to any kind of Supe- France. 



Homa^ 
" faid King Robert 
u federatus nofter, a 



Magnijicus Princeps Do 
tmictts chariffrmus [ 



ninus Robertus Dei Gratia Rex Scotorum, illuftris Con- 
. e. cc The magnificent Prince and Lord Robert, by the 
ir illuftrious Ally and molt dear Friend."] Yet Edward's 

lafted no longer than the brave Robert** Lifri whnfp Tn- 



fant Son David fucceeding, Anno 1329, revived in Edward the Hope 

In Vol. IV. Fol. 340, of the Fadcra, toe find two feveral Complaints of King Edward III. of The mfiaytxn pi- 
England, to Alphonfus King of Cajlilc, againft the Sea Robberies and Piracies of certain of his rat . c on 

People of St. Andcro, Cajlro, 7^«*-**»""*J £*h*flSm* V**™* 7?r*J» r«.^«-/..*- £ — ..L -o _r- Ships trad in p to 

Bifcay - more efpecially on the 



Met 



1 imes very conhderable in Sh 
King's Dutchy of Guienne •, and 
//*rj in that Neighbourhood. 



The Port of Southampton was in thofe 5 fi t/W^aPoit 



Bifcay 



In the Fadera, Vol. IV. Fol. 353, King Edward III. fettled on his Queen Pbilippa^ Daughter of Dowcrv Royal of 
William III. Earl of Hainatdt, Holland, and Zealand, and Lord of Frife/and, a Dowcry of 15,000 Qs wn Pbihpfa of 
fmall Livres Tow w yearly in Lands, or an equal Value in Sterling Money. Whether thofc fmall /Iahtetu!r * 
Livres (as they are termed) were at this Time equal to what we find they were 100 Years farther 
back, is very doubtful, (<uiz. four of them equal to a Pound Sterling-,) becaufe the French funk 
the intrinfic Value of their Money fatter than any other Nation of Europe. If they were ftill of an d Rate of I h in 
that Value, then this Jointure was equal to 3750/. Sterling, or to 1 1,250/. of modern Money " 
and would have gone as far in the Expence of Living, as about five or fix Times as much of 
our modern Monev. 



rr 



In Folio 354 of the Fcedera, ibidem, we have another royal Dowery. It is a Contraft of Mar- n„„.„ r , n T r 
riage between King Edr - - - — *~ ' - - - - - Doucn Roval of 



King of Scotland, in Behalf 



Heir 



Money 



Sccrutr.tf. 




j Parts of Scotland, [in Locis competentibus in Regno Scotiae.] And it is almoft needlefs to obferve, that 
J Edward's Contrail would have exprefled the Word Sterling, had there been any Difference as yet 
;m the Value of Scots from Englifl Money. Speed fays, That by this Treaty, King Robert agreed 
I to pay King Edward 30,000 Marks for Reparation of Damages , of which Point there ?s no 
.mention in the Fvdcra, nor of any Portion- to be given with the Princefs. So that probably the 
-Remiflion of the laid 30,000 Marks was to be in Lieu of a Portion. 

We (hall foon fee the Scottip Kin 



rne riencpj mn lcept up the lame denominations as we have them in both Nations t< 
Day : And this loon brought on the DiItin&*ion between Pound; S:cr':n? and Pounds Scott;'/?;. 



in 



i6o 



AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGIC AL DEDUCTION 



OOK III, 



Woollen Cloth % an 
Aulneger appointed 

far its Meafure and 



In this lame Year, there is an Englijh Aft of Parliament, (Cap. xiv.) intitled, The Meafui-'c and\A.T> 
Affile oj Cloths oj Ray and of Colour tc Whereby is direftcd the Length and Breadth of thole two 
AKvtx in E« laJlby cc Sorcs of Cloths, and that the King's Attlneger fhall meafure them ; and they lhall be forfeited 
ParhamtJ'. & **" cc to the King, if they be fliort of the following Lengths and Breadths, <vix« X. The Cloths of 

" Ray (i. e. not coloured) were to be twenty-eight Yards in Length, and fix Quarters broad. 
*' II, The coloured Cloths were to be twenty-fix Yards long, and fix Quarters and an Half wide.*' 
This is the firft Time we find mention made of the Office of Aulneger in the Statute-Book, his 
Defignation coming from the Meafure then, called an Aulne, now an EIL There were fundry 
other Statutes afterward made in this Reign, for regulating the Dimenfions of Cloth, and for the 
Aulneger** Duty on Cloths, and many more were made in fucceeding Reigns, not now worth en- 
larging on. 



Forngn&oth import- I c niay, and certainly docs, feeni fomewhat Arrange, that our Englijh Kings and Parliaments! 
cd, its Dimenfions iliould take upon them to limit the Dimenfions of Cloths coming from foreign Parts, yet that is, 
ts'c. timicMsd, by our by. forne, afTertccT to have been the Fa£t : And one John May, who was the general Aulneger, 
Law*, a» fan* lay. pu blifiied a Treatife, Anno 1613, (called A Declaration of the State of Cloathing, now ufed within this 



The Antiquity of 
our stu/negtr in Eng- 
land. 



Realm 0/ England) wherein he fays, tc That before the making of Cloth (i. e ; fine Cloth) in England, 
4t the Aulneger was ordained, who exercifed that Office upon all Cloths coming from foreign Parts, 
*" to meafure and try them where they .were put on Land, even as far back as the 15th Year of 
" King Edward IL Anno 1322, by Letters-Patents/' Yet as we, doubtlefs, made much more 
coarfe woollen Cloths at Home, for our lower People, than what was imported from foreign Parts, 
it is probable that the above-quoted A£t of Parliament had at lean: a more lpecial Regard, if not 
folely, to our faid heme-made Cloth. 



\ 

\ 

1 



* 



! 



The; Staples to ceafe, 
as well beyond Sea 
as at Home, by Act 
of PaiHamcnt. 



CC 



it 



Under this fame Year, there is a Statute, (zdo Edw. III.) Cap. 9. which enadh 
Staples, as well beyond Sea as on this Side, fhall ceale — and that all Merchants 
Privy, may go and come with their Merchandize into England, after the Ter 

Charter. 7 * 



cc That the 



King Ed -weird Vs 
Charter to foreign 
Merchant* confirmed 
by King Kdivard 1 1 1. 

Hi led Chart a M t\a- 
tut ta m 



IV 



361, of the Ftrdera, King Edward III. confirms at large the Charter of 

Anno 



The Lomhards in 

England lend Money 

to the King, to their 
very great Gain. 



Privileges granted by his Grandfather, Ed-ward 1. Anno 1303, toft 

ditional Culloms and Duties they were bound to pay in Confidcration of thofe Privileges. The 
faid Charter of Kin^ Edward I. ftiled Charta Mercatoria, with the Names of the foreign T 
from whence Merchants-Strangers ufually come, were exhibited under the faid Year 1303. 

Wc have feen, in former Reigns, that the Lombard Merchants, refiding in England, had great 

Money Dealings there, as well with our Kings as with their Subjects. They continued the fame 

in this Reign * for, in the fourth Volume, FoL 387, of the Fa-dera, we find a Deed or Inftru- 

rnent of King Edward III. Anno 1329, cc whereby he borrows 5000 Marks of the Society of the 

* " ~ " - * " to France. Kins: Ed- 



1329 



4C 
<€ 



\Bardoruni\ of Florence, for defraying the Expence of Ins Voyage to trance, 
nr the* fame Time, acknowledges a former Debt of 7000 Marks. In Return 



Rate of Grain. 



Yearly Pennons to a 

Nurfc of the fi.'nck 
PrtHec t and to a 
Rocker. 



The great Abufes of 
the Purveyors lor the 
CJrown of R tight td 
now rectified. 



Services, he prefents them with 2.000 L Sterling, which he prbmifes faithfully to pay them." 
Thus, without the Name of Ufury or Interejl for Money, which the Church had fo often declared 
to be unlawful, (and yet fo often connived at) thefe modeft Lombards are contented to be over- 
paid by the Name of a Free-Gift. 

At the Parliament of the 3d Year of King Edward III. (fays Sir Robert Cot torts Records, P. 21.) 
tc Sundry Merchants of Lynn, and Barton upon Number, do undertake, at a certain Price, toj 
cc deliver 10,000 Quarters of all Sorts of Grain at the Town of Berwick, and in the Road of 
cc Leith the Wheat and Malt at 9 s. per Quarter," (dear enough) <e Oats, Beans, and Pcafc at 5 s. 
" per Quarter," their Money being ftill three Times the Weight of ours. 

Dr. Kennet, in his Parochial Antiquities, relates, that the Nurfe to the Black Prince had a Pen- 
fion of 10/. per Annum (or 30/. of our Money) equal, in the Expence of Living, to 60 L now in 
our Days, by the Rule of the Price of Wheat, Poultry* &rc. fettled on her by King Edward III. 
and a Rocker had ten Marks, or 6/. 13 s. 4^. yearly (or about fixty Marks of our Money) fet- 
tled on her, by way of Penfion. 

Two Statutes now parted, in this 4th Year of King Edward III- " For reftraining the violent 
" and arbitrary Proceedings of the Purveyors for the King, Queen, and Royal Ifiue ; Corn, Hay, 
« Litter, Beftial, fsfr. having been taken, in Times paflr, from the People, for which no Pay- 
« mcnt was made, — at other Times, at an Under-rate." Thefe Violences were, for theprcfent, 
rcdrefled j but we fliall hereafter find the like Complaints in Parliament, and frelh Laws enafted 
for rectifying them. 



Annual Parliaments 
in England now 
enaclcd. 

Gun-ponuder and 
Gun* % their Inven- 
tion and fhort His- 
tory. 



In this lame Year, a Statute (Cap. iv.) ena£ts, 
in every Year 07ice, and more often if need be." 



cc 



Parliaments 



Swartz 



Monk 



„ ulS5i Oifcoverics, by were Chance: For, whilft he [Stvartx'} was preparing a 

Pot of Nitre for ptyftcal or chymical Ufe, a Spark of Fire happened to fall into it, and made it fly 
up. Whereupon, he made a Compofition of what we now call Gun-powder, and putting it into a 
hollow Inftrument of Brafs or Iron, and fetting Fire to it, it made fuch an Explofion as he ex- 
pected Rwnrt* (for he is moft certainlv allowed to be the Difcoverer) is faid to have made this 



rery the very fame Year to the Venetians, who are faid by fortie to h*ve 
ufe of Ship-Guns f the immediate Confequence of the Difcovery ot Gun-pi 



fighf 

with 




A. D« 
133° 



OF THi ORIGIN C3 COMMERCE, 6fo 

*th the Genoefe^ Anno 1376, or as others, Anno 1380 j but all Hiftorians fcem to agree, thatoiir 
Kin* Edward III. had fome Guns againft the f ranch at the Battle of Cr^y, ^ 1 346, (and therefore 



1 



^rKeiTthan Venice 1) and alfo in the following Year at die Siege of Calais. The French learned 
C hem from the Englifh, and Spain had them near as early ; as alfo the Hanfc-Towns, now 
rown mighty in Commerce. The 'Turks learned them in their Wars with Venice -, but the Per- 
% not tul the Portuguefe taught them in the former Part of the XVIth Century and the Moors 
f Barbary had them from the Moors of Spain. This, therefore; as well as many other Inftances, 
(hews how vain it is for any one Nation to pretend to engrofs an Invention or Diicovcry, of fo im- 
portant a Nature, for any long Time, whether it relates to War, Navigation, or Commerce, &?<:. 
l—Rozer Bacon, a Monk, and Fellow of Morion College in Oxford, who flourifhed about the Year 
1260 isfaid to have underftood at leafl: the Theory of Gun-powder, having, in one of his Letters, 
oblerved, That out of Saltpetre, Sulphur, and Charcoai-Dult, he could make Fire to burn at what 
Di fiance he pleafed, and could caufe Thunder and Lightning thereby, 'which could dejiroy Cities and Armies 
with a great Noife. This Account of our Roger Bacon is confirmed by Mczerafs Hiftory of France, 

who, 

""of the Order of St. Francis, a very fubtle Genius, thoroughly verfed and accornplifhed in all 



cc 



cc 



9 fpeaking of the great Reputation of the Univerfity of Paris, at the Clofe of the Xlllth Cen- 
' mentions, among other Foreigners referring to it, c < Roger Bacon, an Englifhman by Birth, 
S( the Order of St. Francis, a very fubtle Genius, thoroughly verfed and accornplifhed in all 
Manner of Learning, particularly in Chymiftry 9 in whofe Works is to be found the Secret for 
making of Gun-powder " We muft alfo note, (continues Mezeray) " That, in the famous Battle 



never before 



dcCrejfy, [Anno 1346] the Englijh had four or five Pieces of Cannon, which, havin 
" been ufed in our Wars, gave great Terror. — In the Wars of Italy, they began to make ufeof fuch 
<« ponderous Mufquets as took rwo Men to carry them : They loaded them with round Pebbles, 
« and fired them upon a Reft. Thefe proved the Deftru&ion of the Men-at-Arms, who before feared 
«« nothing but Cannon" Bombs and Mortars did not come into Ufe till about the Year 1634. 

The Ifland of Majorca had, in this Year, fome Degree of Eminence in maritime Power. Mr. Majorca** maritime 
Campbell, in his Hiftory of the Balearic Ifles, obferves, cc That, in three Days Space, there were Force at this Time, 
cC twenty-five Gallies fitted out from thence againft a like Number of Genoefe, who at that Time 
molefted their Coafts. That Author obferves, that, from the Year 1250 till the Rebellion of 
the Commons Aw 1520* Majorca enjoyed its beft Fortune. In thofeDays, there might be 
fcen, lying before the City of Majorca, to the Number of 300 Sail of large Ships, moftly foreign. 
They reckoned then to have 12,000 Seamen in the Ifland. — Before the Indies were difcovered, and has a Trade in 
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cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



CC 

cc 



Majorca had a very extenfivc Trade ; for it was a general Mart whither the Merchandize of the £afl-lnJia Merchan- 
Eaftwzs brought; particularly Spiceries and Drugs from Damiata, Alexandria, and Alexandretta : For %£fsrca City's great 



they were carried by#%g Red Sea from the South-eaft Parts of Africa, and thence by Camels to Trade totheir^r 
Cairo, from whence they were brought down the Nile to the aforefaid Cities, and from thence forSpiccaandDmga. 
to Majorca, from which Ifland they were tranfported into all Parts of Europe. For Proof of 
this, there are to be feen, at this Time, the Ruins of the Arfenals, with ftately Arches, which 
were made for the building of Gallies and other Veflels, as alfo the magnificent Exchange ; and, 
cc befide this general Exchange, there was a particular one for the Genoefe. — There was fcarcely 



cc 



cc 

cc 



cc 



cc 
cc 
cc 



any Gendeman in the Ifland that did not maintain fome Gallies ; whereby the Majorcans had 
the Moors of Africa fo much under Subjeftion, that, from T unis, as far as the Streights of 



Gibraltar, almoft all the maritime Parts paid Tribute to them-" As this Account is profef- 
fedly taken from Spanifh Authors, we muft confider their faid maritime Power, and alfo their 
great Trade in Spices for fupplying the reft of Europe^ with proper Grains of Allowance : Yet how 
ohfcurc foever they have been of later Times, it is certain, from impartial Accounts, that, in 
this and the next Century, Majorca made no inconliderable Figure in the maritime and commer- 
cial World, with the Title of a Kingdom, it having been annexed to that of Arragon by James 
its warlike King, who, Anno 1229, had expelled the Moors from this and the other Balearic Ifles 
of Minorca and Ivifa. 

Not much different, and poflibly more authentic, is the following State of the Trade into Europe Eajl-MiaMerchan- 



Ha Merchandize, as given by M 
Ilijloire du Commerce et de la Nov 



Year 1330, cc The Provinces of Malabar and Cambaya drove the molt confiderable Traffic; and 
" fo it remained whilft the Soldans reigned in Egypt. The Indian Merchandize was brought to 
" Aden in Arabia, thence up the Red-Sea to Sues, and from thence over Land to the Nile, and 
u down that River to Cairo and Alexandria, and thence, by the Venetians, difperfed over Eu- 
tc rope" which Account is, in the main, confirmed by afil other Authors: Yet it may be alfo 
true, that Majorca, and alfo Genoa and Marfeilles, [then, as well as before and fince, a very fa- 
mous Emporium or Mart] might trade in Eaft-India "Wares by their Voyages to Alexandria. It 
feems, the Mameluk Soldans of Egypt were, in thofe Days, fo extremely jealous, with regard to 
tliis Traffic, that they would not permit any Chriftian to go to India cither in dieir Ships, or thro* 
their Dominions. 
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tlerable : And confidering farther, that they owed all their faid Wealth and Power intirely to his W * 
'ifi Wool, it was extremely natural for him to infer, that if he could gain the Artificers h\ 




that Manufacture to fettle in England, the Trade thereof would foon profper in his Kin 
It feems, indeed, fomewhat ftrange, that our preceding Kings (and efpeciully this King* 



cious Grandfather) did not fooner refolve on fo obvious, fo cafy, and natural a Way to enrich 
this Kingdom, inftead of purfuing their ambitious and ruinous Land-Conqucfts. 
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King EJnt tirtt Ill's 

Protection co :t b\a- 0 f 
™ijk Cloth Weaver. 



Having thus determined, we find, in the fourth Tome of Rymer's Ftedera, Fol. 496, the firfl Inftance 'A, d 
: any Step towards that great Purpofe : It is tc a Letter of Protection to John Kemp of } landers W • 
cc a Woollen-Cloth- Weaker, coming over to exercife his Trade in England, Anno 1331, and (as his 
LC Protection exprefies it) to teach it co fuch of our People as lhall. incline to learn it the Kino- 
hereby taking the faid Kemp, with all his Servants, Apprentices, Goods, and Chattels, into 
his Royal Pro tection : — And promifing the fame likewife to all others of his Occupation j as 



cc alio to all Dyers and Fullers, who fliail incline to come and fettle in England. 



Seventy P.mii!ic* of In confequence thereof, 70 Families of Walloons were, this. fame Year, brought over to En\r- 
cio:li-wnrkt.-i>come [ a)u i by King Edward's Invitation, for promoting the Woollen Manufacture, and teaching it to 
llulc in'Z'-'TirT* our P co P le - "Which remarkable Tran faction nearly correfponds with the Time mentioned bv 
ctt cm /.£ uk. . g veat Penfionary De Witt, in his Jnterejtjof Holland, where he lays, " That the Cloth-workers 

ot the great Towns of Flanders began to be uneafy, by reafon of the growing Power of then 



cc 



Earl 5 wherefore they were glad to feck for new Settlements clfewherc." I 

I 

RcmarksonthcStaie Upon this famous Subject, which has principally brought England to its preient Grandeur andi 
of the WooilenMn. Opulence, it is needful, for the Sake of fome Readers, to remark, That when all our Hiftoriai; j ! 
nufnauie \n F.n$- f a y t i iat King Edward III. introduced the Woollen Manufacture into England, what is properly tot 
thmiu^^ bc underftood thereby is, that he taught his People to make and drefs fine Woollen Cloths', by 

r;uJ. V K *" means of the Netherlander whom he brought hither, which laid the Foundation of that i^rcat 

Manufacture which England has long fincc brought to Perfection : Bat that, neverthelefs, it mutb! 
needs be admitted and allowed, that U^oollen Cloth of fome Sort or other was always made in this' 
Nation, ever iince the Romans Brit brought the Brit 0 ' is to the Wear of Cloth, inflx-ad of the Skins' 
of Bealls and that they left that Art here behind them : Nor can we fuppofe that our Saxon An- 
ceftors had not always amongft them Spinners and Weavers of Woollen Cloth of fome Kind or 
other, for the Wear, at lead, of the lower Rank of their People more efpecially as, for Want of! 
Commerce, there was then but little Communication with the Continent, and that moreover the i 
Woollen Manufacture of the Netherlands did not probably come to any Height till the Ucrer Part! 



of the Xtli Century. So that, had they not made all their Cloth at Home, which the Buik of: 
their People had need of, as far as appears, they muflr have fent lb far as Florence^ and other! 
free Cities of Italy for it, till the Netherlander s took up the fine Manufacture thereof*, which- 
certainly the main Body of our People could then by no Means afford to do, their whole Riches 
confifting only in their Cattle-, though the King, the great Lords, and the higher Clergy, 
probably had their be£t Clothing from thofe Parts. They therefore contented thcmfelves with 
fueh coarie and homely Woollen Wear as they thcmfelves could make, eacJi Family for them- 
felvcs, as is ftill the Cafe in fome Parts of Britain, and in many other Parts of Europe and pro- 
bably molt of the lower People wore Leather Doublets and Stays, or Boddice, for Chcapnels and 
Duration, which was a confiderable Part of their intire Cloathing, as is worn even at this ))ay by 
very many labouring People, As for the Times from the Norman Conqueft* downwards, the 
making of fome Sort of IVoollen and ,alfp. of. Linen Cloth in England^ is paft all Doubt-, and we 
have fecn..a i?raternity„ or Guild, o£ t Weavers, in London, as far back as the> Reign of King Hairy 
IL In die Magna Chart a which King Hennry III. was obliged to fwear ro, in the 9 th Year of his 
Reign, Anno 1225, there is 'the, following XXVth Head or Article, war. " That there be one 
*f Breadth of dyed Clothe Rujfets^ and Haberje&s; that is to fay, two Yards within the Lilts." 
Now, as we then certainly made. Cloth at Home, this Article, doubdefe, related to that more 
than to foreign Cloth-, and notv/ithflanding what the Aulnegcr writes, Anno 1613, (already quoted) 
we cannot help thinking it unnatural for the Legifiature to prefc-ribe Rules to foreign Nations for 
the Dimenfions of their Cloths ^ and that it feems more agreeable to Reafon to fuppofe, that the faid 
Magna Charta, and the Legifiature, Anno 1328, meant only the Dimeniiqns of our own home- 
made Woollen Cloths, more efpecially, as the Dimenfions mentioned in the hitter Period are lb 




with France', and his Quarrels with the Netherlands 



c tt In the Fcedera, Vol. IV. Fol. 500, there is a Declaration of that King, whereby he exempts all 
3V^6^« lS fuch VefTels r as exported Herrings, and other Fijh, from being fubjech to the Offices of Exchange, 
r &c eftabhfhed di^Dover and other Ports, for changing the foreign Coins received for their Fhh t--r 
f.jr achats sing f»- femlifo Coins \ fo as thq laid Fifliers do., give Security, not to tranfport their laid Engrjtj Money 
xA*n and E^p . foreign Parts. 

This Declaration explains the then Practice- of exchanging of Money or Coin, either at going 
out of, or at coming into England. It lees forth, " That lately, by Confent of the Prelates, 
cc Earls, and Barons" [here is no Mention of Citizens nor Btirgrjj'x] " of our Realm, we have 
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cc 
cc 

cc 
cc 
cc 



Table" [of the Values, Weighty and Finenefs of Englijh and foreign Mon 
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this ( 
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cjfdrium Hominibtis ultra Mare extra Rcgnum Tw/tr 
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Royal Exchanger, or Exchange-Ofiicc, then 
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\. P. I was only a gcnteeler Way of taxing all fuch of oar Merchants and Clergy, as well as of Foreign- 
' ' t crs , as had Occafion to go out of, or to return or come into England. Other Declarations or 
I Mandates were, in this fame Year, tranfmitted to Chefter* Newcafile* Hartlepoole* Tork* Scarbo- 
rough* Raven/rede* (Query, where?) Lincoln* Norwich? Lynn* Tpfwich* Sandwich* Winchclfca* 
Southampton* and Brijlol* for this Purpofc; and, Anno 1335* at London* Yarmouth* Hull* and 
Bofton* where Tables were hung up 5 and all other Exchanges, but thole made by the King's 
Officers in this Manner, were ffcridtly prohibited, on Forfeiture of the Money, becaufe the King's 
Revenue was augmented by thole Offices of Exchange- And fundry Laws were made in this 
Reign, (and alfo in fucceeding ones) for obliging foreign Merchants, receiving Money in Eng- 
land for their Merchandize, to layout at lcaffc Half the faid Money on Wares of our Realm, and 
chat at moft but Half the Money Jhoukl be permitted to be exported- At length, (by the wild 
and impradticable Act of the 4th Year of King Henry IV. Cap. xv. Anno 1402) the whole Money 
which chafe Foreigners received here, was to be laid out on Englifli Merchandize. 



In the curious 



ofth 



165 1, in 8vo. P. 191.) Sir Robert makes the Cuftoms of the Port of London* in this Ye: 
to 1000 Marks per Month, or 8000/. per Annum* i. e. to 24,000/. of our modern Mone 
conlklering the JLownefs of Cuftoms then* is a Proof of that City's having had, eve 
confiderablc foreign Commerce, for thofe remote Times, 



'he Amount of Che 
'tilloms of the Port 

F Lai.d.rt lor oi*c 

car. 




\Ubi Thronus nofler ct Si gill urn nojlrwn* quod did Iter Coket, exiftunl* ct ncn alibi carcmturJ\ This fame 
Kings-Beam for weighing of Merchandize, called Thronus* or Trontts* in the Lathi of that Age, 
ftood ufuaily in the molt public Place of the Town or Port: In feme Places, clpecially northward, 
it is to this Day in Engli/h named the Tronc. Yet this was not eitablifhed by A6t of Parliament 
till the Year 1429 * when it was ena£ted, That every City and Town fhould eltablifh, at their own 
Charge, a common Balance and fealed Weights, according to the Standard at the Exchequer, to be 
in the Keeping of the ciiief Magiftrate * and at this Balance all the Inhabitants were to weigh 
without any Ercpcnce ; but Strangers not without paying for it. They have alio, to this Time, 
probably, or not long fince had, in fome Parts of Scotland* a Difference of Weight between Troy-weight 
and Trone-vocight on certain Goods, the latter being the largclt Weight- The faid Charter (after 
directing the unrepealed Claufes of his Grandfather's Charter to be obferved) adds as follows : 
cc Saving the Rights of the Citizens of London and Norwich* and the Barons of. the Cinque-ports* 
cc or any others, who may claim by our faid Grandfather's Charter, We may hereby partly 

oblervc the great Privileges which London and the Cinque-ports enjoyed above moft other Ports of 
the Kingdom ; and with refpeft to the above-named Exception in Behalf of Norwich* it was natu- 
rally to be expected, 2"armottlh being properly the Sea-port of Norwich. 
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King* and not the King of France. The Cenoefi favouring Philip's Right, probably induced Ed- 

ward to apply to the Venetians* the mortal Foes of Genoa. The once-noted James Howell* in his 
Survey of Venice* (J" 

between England ai _ 

general Grant of Protection to Venetian Ships trading to England* 'Anno 1325. 



?• 750 thinks that this was the lirfl Time that there was any Acquaintance 
id Venice* in which he probably judges right, any farther than King Edward IPs 



King Edward III. (as by Vol. IV, Fol. 512, of the F<cdera) contradts 
Marriage to Reynold* Earl of Cucldrcs and Zutphen* and with her gave a Portic 



his Sifter E!co?zora in Denver? and Portion 

Ortion of 10,000/. Sterling, b-'iwecn PrirceSi 

of that lame Portion, £: -; K *'~ *J E 

0 :tuu r'trwa ct 



(or 30,000/. of modern Money;) and for .enabling him to make Payment 

he demands a Subfidy of his Biihops, Abbots, and Pridrs, which takes up a good many Pages of cZuns 
this Volume of the Fccdera * on the other Hand, the faid Reynold fettles a Dower on the laid 
Princels of 16,000 imall Livres Toumois yearly* " 




( decently fb, iw : giau iiuuia ^uwjrcaiiy, wc mny conciuacr, • cnat cne kucc or JLaving, or tiie ilk- modern Times. 

1 pence of all Things, on an Average then and now* is as about 5 or 6jsxo j. They probablv lived 
•more abftemioufly then, than is. the: Cafe in our Days. The Head Chaplain of Windfor-Cajlk 
Chapel at this Time had a Salary of but ten Marks, [/. e. zoL in Quantity of our Money] per 
Annum. 

Yt-t, in die Year 1333, we find (by the Fadera * Vol IV. Fol. 562) that King Edward Ill's A targe Portion It-C- 

I hyfician (named Magi Iter Pantius de Con tr one ) had a Fenlidn of no lefs than 100/. Sterling tlcd « n l,w ^ urt 
yearly for Life fettled on him, for. 300/. of our Money] and would have perhaps gone as far as Ph > ,k5sin - 
1500/. in our Days in Point of Expence. But then the King, in his laid Grant, fays, that he 
had been very Serviceable to his Parents, 



35 



In 



1 



164 



AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION 



Book III. 



JCitie Ea<voar t f III. 

complains nfFfen- 
dsn aiding the Saois 



Flanders. 



fame 



cc 
cc 



(Fvdera, Vol. IV. Fol. 562) King Edward III. complains to the Earl oflA.D. 



termed] of 1333 
the Party of 1 
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:lry mutual Complaints, in Matte 
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England on the one Parr* and both Flanders and Brabant on the other Part, about Sea-Robberies, 
£s?r. for the adjufting of which Differences there were frequent Conventions held. 

There were likewife Contefts renewed between the Subjects of Cajlile and King Edward** People 
of Hayonne in Guienne, touching commercial Concerns, which were now made up. And although, 
in the following Year, mutual Complaints of the like Kind were renewed between England and 
Flanders, yet Commerce ftill was mutually carried on between them. 

This Year is remarkable for a Project of Philip Valor's, King of France? at the Pope's Inftigation, 1334 
to make once more one great Effort for the Conqueft of the Holy-Land, after its having been 

■ * his Hiftory of the Croifade, (Part IV. Book III.) 



fays, 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



AV^/Vr's Co«r. ni r rce 
with the Ketberlunds, 
an Enquiry into its 
Antiquity. 



abandoned above forty Years. Atai?nbourg, in 

That he had made fuch prodigious Preparations for an Embarkation, as furpafled all that 
any of his Predeceflbrs had done on like Occafions. He caufed to be equipped, in feveral Ports, 
the faireft Fleet that ever France had feen, being capable of tranfporting 40,000 Men-at-Arms, 
with their Hor/es, and with all Kinds of Provifions in vafl: Abundance. King Philip had alio 
publiflied his intended Croifadc throughout Europe, whereby he had engaged the Kings of Ar- 
" ragon, Majorca, Sicily, Cyprus, and Hungary, with the Republics of Venice and Genoa, to join 
cc their Arms with his inlbmuch, that fo mighty an Army would confifl: of 300,000 Combatants."' 
But all thefe vail Preparations were fruftrated, by Philip's difcovering that King Edward III. of 
England was diligenrly preparing to attack France, and aflert his Claim to that Kingdom, as 
Sifter's Son to King Charles the Fair, who died without IfTue in 1328, which obliged Philip to 
turn his whole Force againft Edward and, indeed, the Forces of almoft all the Princes of Eu- 
rope were foon engaged, either direftly or indircftly, in this great Quarrel between England and 
France, of which we lhall write farther prefently. 

De Mailly, in his Hiftoire de Gennes, informs us, that the Genocfe took two large Venetian Gal- 
lies, laden with rich Merchandize, coming from the Netherlands. How much farther back Venice 
had any Commerce with thofe Provinces cannot be exactly determined ; but it is very probable, 
it tnuft be at leaft 150 Years backward, more elpecially, as the Venetians had fo long before fallen 
into the Silk Manufa6ture, and had traded to England long before this Time. 
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By this Time, it may be very fenfibly perceived, from many Inftances, (lome ot wiucii nave 
been already produced) that Money was become much more plenty, even within fo fmall a 
Compafs as fince the Days of King Edward I. We have now one farther Inftance thereof, by 
King Edward Ill's Allowance to the Earl of Murray, then a Prifoner in Nottingham Caftle, being 
2.0 s* (or 3 /. of modern Money) Week for his Maintenance; whereas, the Bifhop of St- An- 
drew's, the chief Ecclefiaftic of Scotland, had but Six-pence per Day allowed for his own Expence, 
by King Edward I. when a Prifoner, though at London, which muft always have been more ex- 
penlive for Necefiaries than other Parts of England. The like Obfervation may be extended to 
moft other Parts of Europe at this Time, more efpecially where there was any Commerce. 

One may make a fure Judgment of the low maritime Strength of moft Nations in thofe Times, 
from the Slendernefs of even their Ships deftined for warlike Expeditions, (excepting, however, 
the great free Cities of Italy, who had much larger Veflels in earlier Times than the ^Countries 
without the Mediterranean Sea.) We have now (in the Fcedera, Vol. IV. Fol. 664) a Precept ot 
King Edward III. direfted to the Mayor and Sheriffs of London, " To take up all bhips in tlieir 
" l%rt, and of all other Ports of the Kingdom, of the Burden of forty Tons and upwards, \ma- 
cc draginta Dolia Vini et ultra portantes\ and tofurnifh the lame with armed Men, and other JNe- 
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The Cities and Towns of England continuing to harrafs and diftrefs fuch horet&iers as lived 
amongft, or came to trade with them, being authorized thereto, in fomc Meafure, , by their 
monopolizing Charters, which are ever obftructtve of, and deftruclive to, the Freedom and In- 
creafe P of Commerce , that judicious Prince, King Edward IIL pfled an Aft a : 2jk 

(nmoRegni) of which the Preamble runs thus: <« That grievous Da mage .. ^ ec "«°" e h to . 
*< him and his Subjects, by fomc People of his Cities, Burghs, Ports of the Sea, and otnei 
Races, which, oh long Time paft, fave not fuffered nor will yet fuffer M^*»*-S be S 
nor others, who do carry and bring in, by Sea or Land, m„es and other Jl»ng^ to be fold 
rthoush neccflarv and profitable) to any others but to themfelves. —By rcafon wneieot, tne 
fame Se foW oThe Ki?g, and to his Pelople* In the Hands of the faid Citizens &<J™*" 
than they fhould or woufe be, if fuch Itercbants-Strangers and others, who bring Juch Tlunas 
nto the y Realm, might freely fell the m to whom they would » It ^herefo« now enajted 
That all Merchants-Strangers, as well as Denizens, may freely buy "^ U ^ JE^dSS 
Fiih, and all other Provifions •, IVools, Cloth, and all other vendible Wares, trom whenccloevei 
flfy come, as well in Cities, Burghs, Towns, Ports, Fairs, and Markets, &c. havingi^w- 

Sin allother Places » and 8 Penalties a,^ hereby mfliaed on , any ^ who g^e them Diftur- 
bance- « Provided, that no Merchant-Stranger (hall carry any JVmes out of this Realm, agree- 
- able* to tlfercSar^er," [called Charta MerLoria.-] « And with regard to the ™ * 

« Clufive Charters of Cities and Towns, S?r. they are herein declared to be of no Forc^to 
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Yet this -well judged Law was afterward broke in upon by the (aid Cities and Towns, under 
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from infulting them, to which they have been too much inclined at all Times. 

In this 9th Year of Edward III. it was tnafted, (Cap. i.) " That none ftiould carry any Ster- An Aft of the g h of 

lings \l+ Cm Coined nf *k#» TO palm tnr*t- Q«lfr#»t- in Plan* nnr Vf»fTr*lc nf C*c\\(\ nrir of" J»-i'»f£ Ednvard Hf. 
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« and may there receive good current Coin in Exchange." And Cap. III. "No Sterling [> e. cJ^^^^^ d 
« Penny] Halfpenny, nor Farthing? fliall be molten to make Vclicls by Goldfmiths, &c. >J fcwi^/^Coin? C 

Although King Edward III. liad been long engaged in Ills Projcflb of reducing Scotland? which King £*'ccW Hi's 
after all he was bafHed in, yet he continued his Preparations for making good his Claim uj the I'^p^iatsoi^ a^a-.rfl 
Crown of France, and, for that End, we now find him retaining iundry foreign Prince.;, 
with Penfions, in his Intereflr, who were to fupply him with Troops againll France*, as the j uS.ui.cs m uU "in- 
Earls of Montbelgard, Juliers, and Namur % [the laft-named having alfo been, with many \mvl* 
of his People, alTiffcing to Edward in his Wars againft Scotland, and who, befide an annual 
Pcnfion of 400 Marks for Life, had a daily J* Uowance of ten Marks, for his lixpence iir the War 
againft Scotland, befide good P relents to hi* Countefs and Retinue in Plate, This fame 

Year lie alio retained the following Princes in his Intereft by Gifts and Penfions, viz. the Emperor 
Lewis of Bavaria, whpfe Subiidy was 300,000 Florins ; the EleiSlors of Cologne, Palatine, and 
Brandcburg , the Duke of Lorrain \ the Duke of Brabant, (of whom he doubted moflr, and for 
that Rcafon made him fo large a prefent as 60,000/. Sterling, (or 180,000/. of our Money) 
as by Edward's Bond to the faid Duke of Brabant, in the Fcedera, Vol. IV. Fol. 777. ) The Earls 
of Hainault, Holland, Zeland, Gueldres* Savoy, Limbttrg, &c. and alfo many great Lords, Re- 
tainers of the faid Princes, who were to fapply King Edward with certain Numbers of Horfe. 
On the other Hand, King Philip of France 's Allies were, the King of Bohemia, the Earl of Lux- 
emburg, the Bifhops of Liege and Menlz, the Count Palatine, the Duke of Auftria, the Marquis of 
JVEontferrat* the Counts of Geneva* Deuxponts* Sarbrug* Vaudemont* with many other Lords of 
Germany, Spain, Scotland, Savoy* Lorrain* &c. 

For all which vaft Expence, Edward found himfelf neceflitated to Iqueeze his Englifh Subjedbs 
exceflively by many various Means ; and thofe very obedient Subjefts (had he fucceeded) were, 
in Return, neceflarily to have the ineftimable Honour of beitig reduced to be a Province of the 
French Empire* 

But, beyond all others, Edward's Endeavours to gain over the Flemings to his Side, would King Kdweri Ill's 
anfwer two important Purpofes : I. It brought him Supplies of Money, their Cities and Country nwn Motives for 
being then very rich, and in their Zenith of Glory. II. What was yet more important for him, j»* ^ *J ****** 
it would enable him to aflemble his Army in Flanders-, from which Quarter he accordingly opened 01 1 y * 
a Paflage into France, whilft, with another Army, he entered that Kingdom from his own Pro- 
vince of Guienne. " Ghent, being at this Time the Head City of Flanders, fometimes hefitated 
(fays Mezeray) in their Inclinations, between the Fear of the Power of France on the one 



cc 



CI 



cc 



cc 



cc 



Hand, and the Danger of dilbbliging the Englifh on the other Hand, from whom they had all 
their Wool* which fupplied the infinite Number of Cloth-workers in their numerous Cities, 
Towns, and Villages with the great Material of their Manufactures. Edward ftrovc, by all 
Means, to make a ftrong Party for him in Flanders, to prevent their favouring the French In- 
:lt. For this End, he gained over the famous James d\ 



tcr 



Arteville, who, though only a The great Intereft of 
Credit in all Flanders, that he 7*w' fAr*<**lh*S 

. 1 • ix rii 1 • G'urr a mons u the 




" Power, was obliged to withdraw into France" Thefe were fomc of Edward Ill's political 

Proceedings in this Year and the two following, for the Profecution of his grand Scheme ; the 

farther Confideration of which we will fulpend for a little while, to take in fame other ufcful 
Points. 

The Venetians fend out a Fleet againft the Turks, which mattered Smyrna a fecond Time ; but yet ^r be 
they were foon after beaten at Sea by the Turks, who now grew very troublefome on the Coaft of r < n£tis 



etwzen the 
m and Turks* 



the Leffer ylfia, already portending the total Ruin of the fadly decayed Greek Empire.* 

About this Time, great Jealoufies, Contentions, and Underminings, in commercial Concerns, and G^'a 
happened between the two States of Venice and Genoa \ rhe latter ftrenuoufly endeavouring to ex- F«*« W^Mnp 
elude the former from trading in the Black or Euxine Sea, wherein they had been hitherto, in ^nimerce w the 
iome Meafurc, Matters, by Means of their Port of Caffa in the Crimea. But txhc Turks* in a few 
Years after this Time, effectually excluded all Chriftendom from that Sea. 

In the fourth Volume, FoL 702, of the Ftvdera* we find King Edward III. acknowledging to GWi Ins » Trade 
the Republic of Genoa* that, in his Father's Reign, Hugh le Difpenfer* a Commander of his J in rich 

w Kind's Letrcrs of PmreAinn nnd fftfr Omduft. made Pri 7 .e of a ****** M«chm- 
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Wares, (probably Eafi-India Spices, £sfr. brought from Alexandria) to the Value df|A,D 
jo Marks Sterling: ; a very rich Cargo, indeed, tor thoie Times, and equal to 28,600/, " 

War with France* and fearing to provoke 



Money 



Mark's 



fully accepted of" 



they thanlc- 



Bilhop Fleetwood's Chronicon Preciofum obferves, that, under this fame Year, there was fuch 
Plenty of Corn, and Scarcity of Money, that at London Wheat was fold at 2 s. per Quarter, (7. e> 
fix Shillings of our Money) an Ox at 6s. ad. a fat Sheep at 3d. a fat Goofe at id. a Pig at id] 
and fix Pigeons for 1 d. Which Cheapnefs, according to Knighton and Fabian, was occafioned by 
King Edward Ill's gathering up all the Money he could get, for carrying on his Wars with 
France and Scotland: So that this could not be made a permanent Rule of the Expence of Livin 
for die future. 
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Stnple of E» •//& 
Wool ri*-nove.i from 



Two It*'* txt 
Wc.ncra feulcfl :u 



King Eat*;a**<t TIT. 

removes the Trail e 
of Wool from Flnt- 
den to Urtthnnt* and 
urges the King of 
Caftilc to trade wnh 
Knalnnd in flea J of 
F lander and yet 
enters into Treaty 
with Flanders this 
fame Year. 



J 



Merchants and M 



Goods; of this King Ed-ward loudly complained, (as in Vol. IV. Fol. 702, of the Feeder a) and 
keprifals were thereupon made by the EngHJb. Whereupon, the Duke of Brabant, (ibidem, 
Fol. 720.) our King's Ally, takes Advantage of this Quarrel, and earncftly prefles Edward, 
that the Staple for EngUfij Wool, before in Flanders, might be fixed fomewherc in Brabant ; to 
which the King agrees, provided Flanders receives no Kind of Benefit from it. Yet the 
1 owns of Flanders were in the Intereft of England, for the Reafons already afligned. 



ecood 



grants his Protection and 

CP _ _ 



Ibidem, P. 723. King Edward III. 

Brabant, to fettle at York, for carrying on their Trade there 



Privileges 



cc 



to two Weavers of, 
vhich (lays the King) may prove 



cc 



of great Benefit to us and our SttbjecJs" 



'{ffels, Louvain, and Me 




Ships and Cargoes to England, [this might principally refpedl Spanijh Wool] where he promifes 
they fhould be kindly entertained. Yet this very fame Year, (Fol. 744.) we find a Treaty fet 
on Foot with the Earl and good Towns of Flanders the mutual commercial Interefts of both 
Countries not permitting them to be long at Variance. 



In the 1 x th Year of 



promoting the I V col- 
ten Man tt failure of 

England* 



rtvade France on the Side of Flanders, lie 

o commence a Woollen ManufaSlure was 

Laws cnatfed for t re a t ed"and approved of in this 11 th Year of his Reign > and it was then -cnafted, (Cap. I.) 

" That no Englijh Wool fhould be exported till otherwife ordained; and (Cap. II.) that 
<c all Cloth-workers fhould be received from any foreign Parts, and fit Places afligned them 
" with divers Privileges and a certain Allowance was made them from the King, [lays Echard, 
though this be not in that Statute] till they were fixed in a competent Way of Living. By ano- 
ther Aft, (Cap. XL) it was ordained, c4 That none fhould wear any Cloth for the future, but 
" fuch as was made in England, except the King, Queen, and their Children: 9 And by another 
Aft, (Cap. IV.) " That none fhould wear foreign Furs, or Silks, unlefs he was worth 100/. 

Neither (Cap. III.) was any foreign Cloth to be imported, on Pain of Forfeiture 

Wool to be exported lafted but a fliort Time, yet 

It was, indeed, above zoo Years after this 



per jdnnum. 
C€ and other Pun 



prohibi 



it anfwered Expe6tation well enough for that Time. _.. , 
Time, before England could venture totally to prohibit the Exportation of her Wool; tor, betide 
that our People could not arrive fooner at the compleat Manufatture of it, both in Quantity and 
Quality, the Duty on Wool and Woolfel 
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King' 
Woollen C 



This temporary Prohibition,, therefore, of Wool's being exported, 



and 



t\ 1* ti r. vyjtind was 

nrlnrc fills reir/ftifr of €c 

. Woollen Manufac- cc 
ffie. 



Farther Meant tiled 



Manufacture. 



« Before the Halls and Xttmttlts" (fays Penfionary De Witt, m his Inlerefi of J -Jo] Jan d) 

removed the Weaving Trade to England, the Netherlands could forme - 

that Kingdom, the Eaglijb being only Shepherds and Wool Merchants 



cc 



had 



CC 



cc 



Wool-weavers in Europe) than the Weaver 



Wool exported, no lefs depending on the Netherlands, (almoft the 



Our Kin- took the moft effectual Means to be revenged of the fcarl ot Wanders, ami mewemngs 
of his ^ Parly, irruining their stand Manufafture, the Material ot which they owed mtirely to our 
NeSigencZ in no "inking ft up ourfclves. We ihall fee hereafter, that, notxv.thftandmg all 
the-Elorts of this prudent Icing/we were not fo foon — ^J^Z^ 

the Exportation of our Wool, nor "f^^S^^ ^e brought about but by flow 
Alterations in the Current of Commerce, not being; uluaiiy to e ^ g ^ ^ ^ ^ 



and gradual Steps, requiring a Courfe of many Years to perfect it 




:v W wmuu ^ ». the Margent quotes Judge Hale's Ungmanon 

ricy fufficicnt to overthrow tlieirs, who aflert that our Woollen Trade v»«> . w m "^b 



% 



OF THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE, 167 

A D. 1 tienry VII. revived it,) There were, however, fome other favourable Circumftanccs, which, Sundry Cao fas of the 
37 about this Time, contributed not a little to fet forward our Infant ATVoollcn I\4anufa£ture ; fuch ^''^JfJ^l^J n c „ 
las the reftri&ive By-laws of the Halls of the manufacturing Cities of the Netherlands ; already Cl2rc Jroni *pi a n^ : 
mentioned under the Year 1301, and the laying of Impofts on the Manufacture.: Moreover, a and Bmlant \o E* g+ 
oreat Tumult of the Weavers and their Adherents, at the vafl; manufacturing City of Louvain, !artJ and 
(wherein icveral of the Magiftrates were killed) having obliged the Offenders to make their 
Elcape, they took Shelter in England, and thereby v/ere in(tru mental in forwarding their Art of 
Drapery in it. The frequenr Letters of Licence and Protection granted by King Edward III. 
for tfeavers, and other Workmen relating to the Woollen Manufacture from rhe Netherlands, to 
fettle in England, being probably the Confcquence of thole Tumults and Difcontents in the 
Towns of Flanders and Brabant \ which allboccafioncd many of them to fettle in Holland, ct win- //#//-/••* nf:cr : r 

gains 1'an 01 iJ-*: 
1! 'ooltf v M r. u f« ct ti ( r 

, _ _ _ . - _ t _ . . from Flnndtn ar.d 

We fee alio, in the fourth volume, I«oi. 75r, or the ra p aera, eodem Amto 1337, King Edward BraL.at. 
Ill's Protection to fifteen Workers in 7^W and Cloth, therein named, with their Families and 
Servants, coming from Zecland to fettle, and to carry on their Trade in Engla?id. Yet, to confirm The Duke of Zr*~ m 
our above-named Conjecture, that King Edward's Refentmcnt againfl: the Earl of Flanders was l""" oura-ns iGnurt 
one great Means of his fo ftrictly prohibiting the Exportation of our Wool, we fee, this very ^^^t^s 
Year 1337* (in Vol. IV. FoL 757, of the Fccdera) the Duke of B?~abant, that King's Ally, again iiik v -ry Year 15:-. 
taking fo far Advantage of that Refentmcnt, as to obtain c< for his Towns of Louvain, Briqjcls, 
" Antwerp, Boijleduc, Malines, Tirlcmont, Lyewes, Nivel/e, Diejlc, Herentals, Lyre, Filford, Trett^ 
" Joudoigne, Graven, Breda, Bcrgenopzonime, and Arfchot, and alio for rhe other fmaller Towns 
having Privileges, freely to refbrt to England to buy I Fool : But then every fuch Town lhall 



" ther ({ays Penfionary Dc Witt) many of the Flemijb and Brabant Manufacturers removed loon 
er the Year 1300, whereby the Hollanders Towns increafed in Grcatnefs and Number." 



afte 



1338 



" buy no more at any one Time than they can work up in fix Months Space, to be certified by 
cc Letters from the Duke, and alio by the Oaths of two of their Burghers ; and that ihc faid 



Wool fhall be worked up no where but in Brabant. 



King Edward III. before he opened his Campaign in Flanders, ifliied out a Comfniffion for T]j c . 
leizing the Eftates of all the Lombard Merchants in England, who were grown odious on account J^^p on^conTiit 
of their high Ufury and Extortion ; he alfo feized on all the Revenues of 'the Alien-Priories. Theie or their Exton-on*. 
(how far juftj liable is needlcis to fay) were good Helps for defraying the vafl: Expence he was 
now engaged in. In the mean Time, his Troops already landed in Flanders, defeated thole of 7"*J5 Ert ^^} r °°F. fi . 
the Earl and of France, in the Ifle of Cadfant, who were warring againfl the Troops of the Flemijh ^\^y1x\ and of * 
Towns in King Edward's Intereft. 

France* 

In this lame Year, the French Fleet burned the mercantile Town of Southampton Philip having Sovt^a^n- bunud 
hired many Ships of the Ghibelines of Genoa, and the Guelphs of Monaco, who took much Booty ih* 
from the Englijh y (fays Barnes from Folic t.) 

At length King Edward III. himfelf embarked, with 500 Sail of Ships, landed at Antwerp, and The whole £xpence 
afterward marched with 40,000 Men toward the Frontiers of France. Dr. Brady* s Account is, ?J EJ***^! 
that the Land-forces, exclufive of the Lords, amounted to 21.204. Men; and 16.000 more for the 



Mariners 



Effc.. (beins: about 2.7 Men 



I J Ps A rm y and N a vy 
Tor above one Yrai 
and four Month* in 
Flandtrt. 



rage.) In this Army, the daily Pay of 13 Earls was 6s. fid. each; of 44 Barons and Bannerets, 
4 j. each; of 1046 Knights, 2j. each; of 4022 Elquires, Captains, Conflables, and Leaders, 
1 j*. each; of Serjeants, Archers, and Hobclars, 6d. each; Archers on Foot, 3*/. Mafons, Car- 
penters, Engineers* Smiths, Artillery-men, £s?r. fome v jr. fome 10^. 6d. and 3d. per Day. 
The Sum total of the faid Expence for one Year and 131 Days, was 127,101/. zs. cjid. or 
381,303/. Ss. 4^</. of modern Money. How different is this Total from what the Expence of 
fuch an Army and Fleet would amount to in our Days ; not owing to the Difference of the daily- 
Pay then and now, fince the loweft Pay then was 2 d. per Day, which was the Pay of 4474 JVelch- 
men, equal to 6d. of our Money, and was certainly much higher than the Pay of common Sol- 
diers in otir Days, as that id. would go as far for Neceflaries at leaft as five Times as much 
now ; and the 1 5,480 Archers on Foot had each 3 d. (equal in Silver to our yd*) and to about 1 §d. 
per Day, if we confider the Rates of Living then and now ; fo that thole Troops were mucii 
better paid than are our Troops in Europe at this Time. But it was chiefly owing to the Cheap- ThcgrcatDifFerence- 
nefs of their Artillery, or Inftruments of War, in thole Days, viz. Battering-Rams; Bows and of the Expence be- 
Arrows, Slings, Darts, Lances, and Swords; inftcad of our very expenfive Fire- Artillery, Q f ween the oncient 
Guns, Cannon, Bombs, Granadoes, and Mujkets, with the vafl: Expencc of Lead and Iron Bullets, i^^f^f^^ 
Bomb-fhells, Gun-Dowder, &c. as alfo to the CheaDnefs of Provisions for t hp Armv. ' rn ,f -- 77 *'* t7 ^* 



We find, in the fifth Volume, FoL 12, of the Federai King Edward III- directing 70 large King E&va~J Ul'& 

Ships to be got ready ar Po ' " ' 9 f ~ * " * " ~~ ~ 0 

I Peers, tf/:. For the Defence r k ^ _ 

Pravifions, 6?r. for the Army, which was to fail with, that Fleet. He had obtained* of His u%c^ P rumsto 
Parliament the Ninth Sheaf, Fleece, ancXLamb — 1 ~ r — 1 1 ni ~ M ■- 1 ^ Tfc ' " g 



tfmoutb by Burgherfo, his Admiral, for tranfporting into Gafc 
of that Province, with proper % Necelfarics for the Carriaw 01 



Army and Kiev: fur 
(7(t/co»i\\ lis Piovi- 



1 there as a Kind of Hoftage, until: the Sums he was engaged for the 
however, were afterward changed for or into 20,000 Sacks of Wool 
Ni?itbs could not be foon cnoug-h colle6ted for his orefenr urcrpnr Dr™fi 



fjl Uir fiis War in UV^ 



the IVool, the King knew, he could fpeedily difpofc r of in the Netherlands. The Pfovifiont? now 
(hipped for Gtiienne, were 4200 Quarters of IVbcat, 200 Quarters of Beans and Peafe, 6300" 
Quarters of Malt, 500 Quarters ot Salt, 1100 Bacons, [Baconcs\ (probablv 4 Flitch&s of Bacon, 
lor perhaps Hogs for faking) 700 Oxen, 8100 Sheep-weathers, 56 Lafts of Herrings, [jV. B. This UzcJ an J 

was forty Years before the Dutchman, Buckelem of Biervtiet, is faid to have invented the preien* harrcHeJ 40 Ycsrs 
Method of pickling of Herrings, which is a farther Proof of there having been fatted Herrings ^r^j^^^ 

for of pickling th-sn. 
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for Sea Voyages in ufe, either wet or dried, (called Red Herrings) long before the faid Invention I A. D. 
of Pickling? as we have before noted under the Year 1310] 10,690 Stone-weight of Cheefe? and iqoR 
" Stockfijh. Thefe Provifions (the faid Record in the Ftvderaikys) were for his Voyage, 



[pro Paffag _ 

tended them for Provifions in Guienne 
burden his Engli/h Subjeffcs, that in th 



one would imagine they in- 



King Edward was fo fcnfible that this War would greatly 
Diredtions to his Bifhops (p. zi. ibidem.) to put up Prayers 

Pirru» r\vAt*vt*t\ m In hour m nuier his P«rmli**is Minds 



___ _ _ M j ____ 

that Account, as Neceflity alone obliged him to it 



F*,*ncb Depredations Whilft this Voyage to Guicmie was performing, the French Fleet invaded the Iflcs of Jerfey 
^miv^h^^^^ ant ^ Guernfij^ killing, burning, and deftroying, as well there as on the Engli/h Coafts. "Where- 
!Viv upon King Edward commands Walter Manny* his Admiral from the Thames Mouth northward, 

" fpeedily to collecb all the Ships in thofe Parts, both great and fmall, that were lit to croft the 
Seas, to the Rendezvous at Great Tarmouth? well furnifhed with Men, Arms, &c. And he finds 
fault with that Admiral, that under Pretence of many Ships being beyond Sea for lading Wines? 
&cc. in Gafcony and other Parts, a fufficient Number of Ships were not got ready in due Time , 
whereby great Damage accrued by delay of the laid Expedition to Gafcony. — Thole two Admirals 
were impowered to compell the bringing in of thofe Ships, and to imprifon Delinquents. And 



we find (in Fol. 53, of the VthVoL of the Fadera) the like Directions given in this fame Y 
to Peter Barde? Admiral of the Weft Station, and to "Thomas de Draton? of the North Station, 
in the Abfence of the other, to go and attack the French Gallics at Zealand \ who had dcIVroyccl 
lbme Englifh Ships, and threatned to invade England. 

Thcfc rigorous ways of fitting out Fleets, muffc needs have been extremely grievous to all 
concerned in the little Commerce there was then in England. 1 

//»•/ 1« nmu.-J to I n n hi s fame Year, the King directs his faid Admiral Manny? to afTemble a Number of warlike 
Us ice 10 ti.aluua. ships at fyfwicb? for conveying 2200 Sacks of Wool [befides other Wares] (ibidem? Fol. 32.) to 

Brabant* at the Defire of its Duke, for the fupply of his Merchants and Manufacturers therewith. 

Live Sheep or Rams And (Fol. 36 of faid VoL V. of the Fader a) King Edward III. directs the Bailiffs and Collectors 
prohibited to be of the c u fl. oms at Bojton? for the future, on no Pretence whatever, to permit any live Rams to 

Irani ported. r , , , 0 . r^ nmr > U„A kr>/>n ^nnpnt-lv firing Nv -for^iorn WAr rrhnnf; nnH 
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others. c< By which Praftice, 

ality of foreign Wool melioi 



^ Merchants 
Wool is kw 



tt^ If tranfporting of live Rams from England could effentially meliorate foreign Wool? we fliould 
have had no need 0?" Laws at prefent againfl: the Exportation of our own Wool. 

Commercial Treaty Ibid. Fol. 38, King Edward HL ce writes to the three good Towns of Flanders? fo often before 
between England cc named, commending their Difpofition of keeping a triendly Correfpondence with England?" 
« At! JET TCF* r although their Earl? as a Vaflal of France* could fcarcely well be otherwife than at Enmity with 
ch-ir Karl was at him whilft at War with France*} " and he defires they will fend their Deputies to his Commifla- 

" « ries then in Brabant? for adjufting of Matters : Accordingly, it was in this fame Year itipu- 



War with England* 



" lated' in fubftance, 



Towns and free People of Fl 
buy Wool and other Engli/h 



to be allowed to the Engli/h Merchants to refort to the Torts ot Wanders witn tneir *mps ana 
Merchandize : But no Ships of War fhall be permitted to enter their Ports, but m cale of 
« Strefs of Weather. The faid Towns alfo promife, for tbemfehes and the free Country^ ot Wanders? 



cc 
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CC 

cc 
cc 
ce 
ce 
cc 
cc 
cc 



not to intermeddle in the War between England and trance, but to remain mtireiy neuw-r. 
But yet they cannot hinder their Earl, with his own immediate Vaflals, Knights and Ser- 
vants, from aidins the French King out of Flanders.— -And England (hall not attack that H-arl s 



Dominions in Flanders merely on that Score. Neither, on the other Hand, Ihall the good 
Towns and free People, in that Cafe, affift their faid Earl- therein.— England not enter 



The almofl in j- pen- 



into or pafs through Flanders, in order to attack either their Earl, -or the fraut, Jvmg ma wiy. 
And in cafe England (hall neverthelefs fo do, the Towns then are at Liberty to «eir fcarl. 
On the other Side, it is ftipulated, That France fliall not, through the way of do 
any kind of Hurt to the Engli/h." This Treaty is faid to be, « with the good People of the 
rLnsTcaftellanies, and Lands of the whole Country of Flanders » [« avec les bons gem des Vtlles, 
Cajlellenies, et Terroirs de tout le common Pays de Flandres. j 

tw th* mercantile and manufadtural Cities of Flan- 

thcir commercial Interefts. The Annates 



... „, State of the ^ rj a pproached in thofe Days to Independency m their commercial xn^r^. * 
«*» «*«■"*"■ FlandrU, under the following Year i 339 , goes ftill farther » fav mu - of Km& ff™f™' 

through the Intereft of the Duke of Gueldrcs, and of the famous James d Artevlle. , ot <*hent, {ot 
K teM fpoken) they took an Oath.of Fidelity to King Edward lit « Sa W „g the 
«< liberties and Privikges of the faid Towns, and the Property of the Country to their Earl. 

Kin E U^nv* Befide the extraordinary and unjuftifiable Methods, already ' ^onc^ wW^ Mng m 



extraordinary Me- too J c f or flipportinir the immeme Jixpcncc ut u«» y «" «— » " 7" "rVT", rn f/ 



Exp 



Money For his 

French War. Merchant 



however, to repay the Proprietors of it in two Years Time. 
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II. (In Fol. 44.) In confederation of Fines paid for the fame, " by a Deed intitled, De Manu- Form of the Mrmu- 
miffio?ie JSfativorum, he manumits or releafes three Men, born in his Manor of Bruftwyk, and all ' nil £ on . oFa 



tt their Pofterity, from all fertile Labour \ and that they fliall be for ever free, and of free Condition, " £ - 
« c fb as neither he nor his Succeffbrs ^r// or ever cxadt or claim any Thing whatfoever from 
" them or their Poffcericy, for or by Reaibn of their then Villcnagc" lc is probable that Edward, 
on this Urgency, manumitted many more who might by their Induftry and Parfimony be able 
to pay him well, aitho* we meet with rto more Inftances hereof in the F&dera. But this Inftance The (l&vUh Condi- 
is liifficient to demonflrate the flavifh Condition of a very great Part of the People of England ^fp^f^J 3 " 
in thole Times : For it was the fame in the Manors of the Barons and of the Church, as it was ^/^/at* this 
in the King's then numerous Manors. This alfo confirms the Obfervation we at fundiy Times Time, 
have formerly made, that the feudal Law was far from being favourable to a free and extenfive 
Commerce. 

Hi. He borrowed of many religious Houfes their Gold and Silver Plate ; fuch as fine Gold 
Cups, fet with precious Stones, as alfo Crucifixes of the like Sort, with many other rich Utenfils 
of Gold and Silver, with Jewels and Rings fet with precious Stones giving the Owners his 
written Acknowledgments for paying for the fame, as therein valued of which there^ are many 
Inltances in the laid fifth Volume of the Fardera. And here we have an authentic Proof, that flilL, A Pound Sterling 
in this very Year, a Pound in Money was complcatly a Pound Weight, or twelve Ounces of Silver, p^j^^ s ^ Wa 
[Gold not being as yet coined in England.] For, in the above-named Valuation of the Silver y£^| iu r ° y m 
Plate borrowed by the King, there is very little allowed for the Fafhion or Make- [excepting 
where Jewels were fet in them] above the Weight s and fome of thofe Pieces being probably 
old and battered, are laid to be (for Inftance) Ponderis et Preliifex Ubrarum ; i. e. of the Weight 
and Price or lvalue of fix Pounds. 

IV. He had no lefs than 20,000 Sacks of Wool now granted to htm by his Parliament for 
this War ; which Wool was, as ufual in thole Times, fent to the Netherlands to be fold for the 
King's Ufe. But when he arrived in Brabant, he fent back loud Complaints, That inftead of 
20,000, there was yet no more than 2500 Sacks arrived at Antwerp, although he was then in 
very great want of the 'whole, for paying the Subfidies to his Allies. Wherefore he commands King Edward Ill's 
the Wool Colleftors, (FoL 80, of Vol. V. of the Fardera) "to feize on as much Wool, wherever ^{^^^ 
they can find it, as will make up the remaining Quantity, either from Laity or Clergy, and to fend 0 rai ln £ onc> " 



cc 



it forthwith to Antwerp." Such -were the arbitrary Proceedings of this great and famous Mo- 
narch, whole Prowefs and Wifdom are fo much celebrated by all our Hiftorians. How much 
happier had he made his People of England by ftudying folely to promote, in an Ifland not fiiited 
to great Land Conquefts on the Continent, the peaceful Arts of Commerce, Manufactures, Fi/he- 
ries, Mines, and Agriculture ; thefe naturally enriching every Country, the former impoverifliing, 
and, in the End, generally enflaving every Country, more eipecially of our infular Situation ? 

In FoL 77 — 80* of the faid Vth Tome of the Fcedera , King Edward III. being at Antwerp, FWwand 
with his good Ally the Duke of Brabant* for binding him the clofer to his Intcreft, cc he grants ^intone T^thout 
c< certain Privileges to his Towns of Brufjels, Lovain 9 tfienen, Diefl, Mechlin, Antwerp, &c. for our iVcct nor E*g- 
" their purchafing of Wool in England, for their own fole Ufe only y and for their freely bringing land without their 
cc and felling in England the woollen Cloths of their own Manufacture only. 9 * This, and many more ^ lot ^ and Money. 
Inftances, even of a later Date, plainly Ihews, that die Law made in the preceding Year for 
prohibiting the Exportation of our Wool, and the Importation of foreign Cloth, was merely a 
political Engine for- bringing the Flanings into this King's Views 5 it being, as yet, neither prac- 
ticable to prohibit the former, nor the latter, as already noted. 

Accordingly, even in this veiy Year, [Ibidem, Fol. 87.] through the Mediation of the Earl of 
Gueldre, [and the Allurements of Louis Earl of Flanders, (fays Cambcten, in his Elizabeth ) in granting 
the Englifli moft ample Privileges to fettle their Staple of Wool at Bruges'] a Treaty was made be- 
tween Edward 1JL and the Earl and good Towns of Flanders, for the Renewal of mutual Com- 
merce and Friendfhip, " From which Time/* (fays Cambden) " through the Refbrt of almoft 
" all Nations to Flanders to buy Cloth of Englifh Wool, it is incredible how much Commerce, 
cc Shipping, and Fifhing, have flourifhed in the Netherlands 99 

V ■ 

King Edward III. now cc confirmed to the Citizens of Cologne, 99 [in thofe Days, and long Commercial Privi- 
aftcr, a great and rich commercial City] cc the Privileges which his Anceftors had granted them ,C S CS of Cologne with 
« in England. 99 Doubtiels this was alfo principally with a View of gratifying thereby the Elec- E "^ iartti renewed. 

tor of Cologne his Ally. 

■ 

In p. So of Vol. V. of the Fcedera, the Prince of Wales, known alfo by the Name of the Z<w</<w, how to be 
[Black Prince, left Cttflos or Guardian of England in his Father's Abfence beyond Sea, « direfts fortified ngaiml a 
j" his Precept to the Mayor, Aldermen* arid Sheriffs of London, forthwith to fhut up or fortify Frtnch Flcct ' 
ct their City next the Thames, with either Stone or Boards, {de Petr&vel de Bordis] againft a 
« J-j ench Fleet of Ships and Gallics," (which, it feems, had already invaded the Realm in divers 

acrofs the Hiver for the lame Purpofe ; 




any Eflrate in London, were obliged forth- 
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In this lame Year, [full of Matter for our Subject] (Ibidem, Fol. 91.) King Edward III- A great Sum oF 





too long after, carried on by Italians, Germans, and Flcminirs. There is alfo Edward's Acknow- 
Vw " L Y » " ledgment, 
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AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL 

ledgmcnc,- of the Tame Date* to the faid William de la Pole, foi 
modern Money] « which, at the King's Requeft, he was bound 

rotbcr-in-Law:** In alL the Sum of m ir 
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Kin S' s vraivar-w-^awr in an me sum ot 5 5,5°ol. of our Money. For which Services" 
he was madeM«™ of the Exchequer of England, and a Knight-Banneret, and had alfo £ 
Lordfliip oJt tlaldernefs beftovved on him, with other Crown Lands. 

The King's Neceffit-ies obliged him this Year alfo, (p. 94, to borrow 104, Marks of 

the Prior of St. John of Jerufalem in darken-well, near London. 

Gallics built at A?« King Edward III. in this Year alfo, (as on Fol. 04 of the faid fifth Volume of the Fadero ) rli 
fork>» s f.™«r,,ni. rcfted certain Gallies to be built for his Service at Nice, on the Coaft of Italy. ' 



A.D. 



Gz'Kott aflirts France 
with Shipping 
a gain it King^EJ- 
nveird III* of Eng- 
land. 



Rates of tri&at 
Malt. 



and 



Genoa clears the 

jHedift'rrar.cati Sea of 

l'ii aces. 



King Edward Ill's 
Necellities obliges 
him to pawn his 



On the other hand, (and perhaps to counterbalance thofe Gallies) we find (by De Mailffs fflf. 
toire de Gsnnes, Vol. I- p. 181.) that the Republic of Genoa gave Affiflance in Shipping, this very 
Year, to Charles the French King. This is not to be wondered at, as England had, in thofe Times, 
as yet no tommerce within the Mediterranean Sea ; and that France was their near Neighbour, and 
had always a great Sway with the Genoefe. 

The Bifhop of Elfs Chronicon Preciofum, (from Sir Robert Cotton's Abridgement of the Records) 
relates, tc That feveral Undertakers in the Year 1339, agreed to deliver at Berwick and Lcith 
ct io ? ooo Quarters of Wheal and Malt, at nine Shillings per Quarter; which was called a hio-h 
" Price. 1 * Still rcmembring that the faid 9 s. contained as much Silver as 7.7 s. in our Days. ° 

The Mediterranean-Sea now fwarming with Pirates, the Republic of Genoa lent out a 
under the Command of their Doge, Simon Boccanigra, ^?hich totally deftroyed or difperfed 
(according to Petrtis Baptifta Burgus, Lib. II. Cap. xiv.) 

Money 



Fleet 
them, 



his War againft France, 



r aw„ 11 1 j c ' iat we fi n d him [by the Vth Vol. Fol. 101, of the Farderd\ aftually pawning his imperial Crown 
own and hTsQuecn's to Editor of Triers, for 50,000 Gold Florins of Florence ; four of which Coin being before 

Crown. " " n M ~ ~ 1 ™ J *' 1 n - J - -- hjt- i_ , ._ t i- 
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:arly evinces that Vfury or Inter eft 
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The faid Eleffcor of ^triers was to be paid . 11,000 Florins more for his Affiftance againft France? 
before the faid imperial Crown fliould be reftored to King Edward. Hiftorians fay, that this 
King pawned his Crown three feveral Times, fo great was his Neceffity for fupporting his tower- 
ing ProjeCls. 

In this fame Year the Duke of Brabant eontradfced his Daughter Margaret in Marriage to King 
Edward's valiant eldeft Son, ufualiy (tiled the Black Prince, and agreed to give 50,000/. Sterling to 
Edward for her Portion, (or 150,000/. of modern Money.) "Which Sum of 50,000/. would pro- 
bably go fix Times as far as that Sum would do now, and confequently was equal to 300,000 /. in 
our Days, in the Purchafc of all Neceflaries. ' And in the fhid Vol. V. Fol. 113, of the Fcedera, 
King Edward III. acknowledges the Receipt of that great Sum, and binds not only himfelf, but 
alfo a Number of his Prelates and great Lords, in a Penalty of double that Sum to the Duke 
of Brabant * in cafe the Marriage be not accomplifhed which he again repeats, Anno 1 340, 
(Fol. . 1 S.i.) Notwith (landing all which, that -Marriage never was accomplifhed. Thus the vaft 
Woollen Manufacture of Brabant, enabled that Duke to.. advance a Sum- for his Daughter's Por- 
tion, -which (every Thing duly confidered) is more than pechaps any Princeor Moharch in Chrif 
tendons witi at this Day give with a Daughter in Marriage. 

We find" by the Fivdera, (Vol. V. Fol. 105.) that the Mayor of London, for the Time being, 
had an Allowance or Contribution of 50 Marks, (or 100/. of our modern Money) yearly, paid 
by the \ foreign Merchants rcfiding and trading ' in Lothian, towards fupporting the Expence and 
Dignity of liis Mayoralty. 
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3f Peruch, for the redeemingfof certain of his Jewels pawned at Bruges. Sundry 
thjit King bortpw in this -and -the following Year 9 in foroe of which Contra&s 
effe is ufed, doubtlefs for good Reafons. 
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Copper Cuiti* intro- 
duced into Im/atid 
snd St'o.'/'fr/ ; 



The TVcollen Manufa6ture^#in,tlhe mean Time, began gradually to fpread into feveral Parts of; 
England. In faid Vol. V..F<5l.. 134,. of the F&dcra, we find that feveral Citizens of that ever-in- 
duitrious City of Brijlol, had, in this Year, fet up Looms for -weaving of Woollen Cloth, in Con- 
formity to the late A£t of Parliament : Which laudable Example has been long fince effectually 
followed -fctytfour of the Counties near to that/City^ <vi%. Somerfet, Qlauceftcr^ Worccfter, and Wilts, 
to the very.,great Benefit of Gommercc. 
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It appears, (by Fol. Hj of' Vol. V. of- the F&dcrn) that 
Ireland. And the learned and ingenious Mr. Ruddimnn, 



Copper of Brdfs : Money was now in ule 
in his Preface to Andcrfotfs Diplomat a y 
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which, he imagines, might be as early as the Reign of King Robert III. or perhaps of King 
Robert II. Buchanan alio mentioning the Copper Coins under the Reign of King James ill. ob- 
ves, that fome Kings farther back had alfo (truck Copper Coins, more for the Conveniency " c 
* Poor-. The might alfo have added^ and the Rich] than for any Profit to themfelves. It i 
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the Opinion of this great Conveniency of Copper Coins, which induced King James \. of Grot/ 
Britain to introduce diem into England, as King /&;/ry III. of France had fome Tim-.: before 
done into his Kingdom, for the like Reafon. 



In FoK 1 8, of Sir Robert Cottons ylbridgement of the Records^ die re is the fol 
viz. cc The Commons in Parliament declare, that, for keeping of the Sea, li 
" other Haven Towns" [meaning, probably, the three additional Members 
«* are difcharged of all ocher Contributions, fhou;d do Oie fame 

<« that fuch as have Lands thereby, be bound to keep thereupon 2 1 Ships by the Cv^s: Pins* 
« and 9 from die Thames ; to bear half the Charges themfelvcs, the other half bv 
" Council." The 



of their, j 
Aid for their Coal Vs. 
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And 
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Mariners of the Weft promifed to fet forth 90 Sail, and ten Ships ot the 

Mr. Barnes) and to bear rhe whole Charinrh, if they cuuid. 
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Kina Edward III. having now 



afilimed the Anns and Title of Kin::; of trainee, his 



* 1 



Subjects were, it fecms, lb weak, as to be generally pleated v/irh it, as fancying it added t«i their 
Felicity, as well as to the Grandeur of the Monarchy, Mis lalfc Year's Campaign, however, 

producing nothing very material, he exerted himfelf in this Year to the utmoft. The Parlia- 
ment granted him a large Subfidy, and he, in return, (as what they hail before a Right to) con- 
firmed to his People their Magna Chart a. And, to hood-wink fuch of his People as had Senfe 
enough to forefee and actually darted the Objection, That fljonld he conquer France, England 



» * r * 
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would be in Subjection to that potent Kingdom* (which undoubtedly would have been the Cafe) he 
pailed a Law this fame Year, which ordained* "That the Realm of England.* and the People 
tc thereof, fhould not be fubjefl or obedient to the King or Kingdom of France as fuch." Yer 
who could be fo blind as not to fee that, when Edward fhould iettlu his conltant Refidence at 
Paris* England would in all Rcfpefts have been no other than a mere additional Province of the 
French Monarchy? He had left his Queen and her Infant Son, with lever jl great Lords, as Hol- 
tages at Antwerp for his fpeedy Return, to fatisfy the Duke of Brabant ^ and lecure him in his 
Intereft. He therefore failed for Flanders with his Fleet of 300 Sail, (moffcly high-decked Vef- 
fels inftead of Gallics) although he knew that the Fleet of France waited for him, 



cenfi ting 



cnera 



of 400 Sail ^ rf o w x . 

large Veftels, and full of French* Spaniards* and Genoefe) witli amazing Courage and Conduct. 
The Engliflj Archers did great Execution whilffc fighting at fome Diftance and foon after the 
Ships for the moll Part grapling each other, fought moll defperately, as if on dry Land, from 
Morning till Night when, the French being quite overpowered by the undaunted Courage of the 
EngHJbi a terrible Slaughter was made, and the reft were forced to leap into the Sea to avoid 
their Enemy's Swords. Thirty thousand Frenchmen (with both their Admirals) were either killed 
or drowned; and of their whole Fleet, but 30 Ships efcaped. This amazing naval Victory was 
believed to have been the greateft that had ever been in thrfe narrow Seas, and the firft that had 
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It was indeed fuch a complete Victory, and fo terrible 



a Slaughter, as no naval Fight between England and France either before or lince can parallel. 

After this, it is needlefs to relate with what Triumph he landed in Flanders** and marched Km? E.t *r * ' UV$ 
to the Frontiers of France with the fineft and greateft Army that ever any King of England com- VH 1 r *" ,% Ft ""~ 



Men, Englijh* Germans* Flcmijh* and Cafe 




A Trace br:« ccii 



Faithful to him, cfpccially the Emperor, and lbme other German Princes, and the Duke of Br::ba:u 
[■withdrew his Troops, He was not well fupplied with Money, and his Debts were vcrv la r ge : 
All which inclined him to come into that Truce, notwtrhftandins; his hi<?:h Sj>irit and towering 
FrojeCts. Although the Hiftory of Commerce be our proper and immediate Province, \et i: 
impodible to omit fuch brief and general Relations of military TranlaClior.s, witliont falling into 
an Ahruptneis which would break the Thread of our Connexion, 
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Before we leave this Year, we mud obfervc, that the War that was waned between Finland 



and France rendering the Seas 
obtained of Kino; Edward III. 
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the greateft Kingdom in it] Catalonia, Maj 
Flanders, in great Numbers, on account of 
( Hvdcra, Vol- V. Fol. 179 — 203.) 
Cities of Flanders, which had open 
Favour with him ; and fome of thei 



peaceably with their Cargoes to 
Manufadtu 



A. D.j 
l 340 



i-v f -is • rKVUUI > ViL4A Aii"* > uuva xw»jc ua uitn ^ni^ua j&iugvur* were uy aim luieu ins v^oumeiors, to 

i7?ou»iilo*CwViU whom he allowed Salaries during Life; fome of 20/. others 10/, annually, as per Fol. 184 of 



The Karl of Uo ; j1c;n 
endeavour* unfuc- 
ccfcfuiiy 10 lay new 
Vn \t*s no the City 
of I LxKibnrgb * 



y enter* (jr/jt and 
* have the 

fargiil Ship* in 
Chrillcndom. 



faid Vth Tom. of the Fader*. 

The Earl of Holjlein now obferving the profperous Condition of tiie Hamburgers? over whom 
he claimed the Superiority, or a kind of Sovereignty, attempted to Jay new Taxes upon them, 
notwithftanding that this noble City had been before this Time declared an imperial one. The 
Hamburghers refilling to pay thofe Taxes, he made Preparations for War againfl that City ; but the 
Emperor Louis, of Bavaria, lending them Afllftance a and taking Hamburgh under his Protec- 
tion, the Earl of Holjlein was obliged to drop his laid Attempt. 

About this Time, Hifterians generally obferve, that the very lar«eft trading Ships in Chriflxm- 
dom, were thofe of the Hcpublicks of Venice and Genoa, as were alio, foon after, the Ships of the 
Hanfc-Towns, and alfo thofe of Spain, named Carrieks, which began to carry Cannon in them. 



/V/zyfra had no coined 
Silver Money pr:or 
to this Time, nor 
v.im ever eminent 
for Commerce or 

Manufactures. 



Mr. Lewis Roberts, in his Merchants Map of 
fcveral Times reprinted) treating of the City of Cracow in Poland, thought that it was not then 

above 3OO ^Mfc Hnn* tTir* J^/»A»r firfl- Kf»nrnn tr% nTf* S*Aridn m 1VT o n fl'nmnprl ct l 4 ni* [li-f#i!"#* that 

" Time," 



Freedom allowed to 
a\\/bre*£# Merchants 
to come, leturn, buy 
and fell j wiiU an 
Exception in favour 
of the Franchifes of 
London > &c. 



Years fince the Poles firft began to ule Silver Money 

[lays he] cc they trafficked with little Pieces of uncoined Silver, and alio by Barter, 
tc or Exchange, for Skins and other fuch Commodities." This, we conceive, could not be meant 
to comprehend Dantzick and the other Cities of Pruffia, which probably had coined Money 
prior to this Date, as being Members of the Hanfcatic Confederacy : But excepting the laid 
Hanfe-Towns of Dantzick, Koningjberg, &c. Poland's inland Parts have never been eminent for 
either Commerce or Manufactures, tho* very well fkuatcd for both. The Scots, about 100 Years 
ago, and before, and the yews fince then, have fupplied that ex ten five and fruitful Country, in 
a pedlary-travelling Way from City to City, with raoft of the foreign Commodities they had 
need of. 

In this fame Year, and fecond Seflion, Cap. ii. an A& of Parliament palled, granting Leave 
for all foreign Merchants to come with their Merchandize 
and return back with their Merchandize 



cc So always , that Franchifes and free Cujloms rcafonably 
is and our Anceftors to the City of London and other Cities, Burghs, and good Towns oj 

™. of England, be to them faved." An Exception which has ever been obftruAive of 

the Freedom of Commerce* 
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The Univerfity of 
Oxford at this Time 
has 30,000 Students. 



The Mc ofil/AY. it 
devolutions. 



At this Time Speed, In his Chronicle of England, acquaints us from "Writers near the Age 
we are upon, That there was ufually no fewer than 30,000 Students at the Univerfity ot Oxford. 
And indeed there is nothing improbable in that Account, when we confider the great Number 
of Monaflreries then in England. 

Man-Iflc had remained in the Pofiefilon of Scotland from Anno 1263 to this Year, when Mon- 
tccutc Earl of Salijbttry conquered it, and was permitted to enjoy the pompous Title of King 
of it. It was afterwards fold to the Lord Scrope, whofc Treafon made it fall to the Crown, and- 
it was given to Percy Earl of Northumberland by King Henry IV. with the like lofty Title. But 
lie alfo rebelling, Henry beftowed it on the Stanley Family, now Earls of Darby, with the Title 
of only Lords of Man ; and it is at prefent poflefled by the Duke of Atholl, in Right of his 
lVfccnt from a Female of the Houfe of Darby, with the Peerage of Baron Scrope. 
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Tn tliis Century, the City of Bayonne, in Gafcony, made a confiderable Figure in the commer- 
cial World. Under the Year 1341, we find, in the Vth Tom. Fol. 22 8 of the Fivdera, King 
Edward III. of England, intcrpofing with the Duke of Bretagne, and alfo with the City of Bruges, 
in Behalf of the Merchants of Bayonne. That fame Year likewife we find King Edward injoining 
the Lord Warden and Magiftrates of the Englifh Cinque-Ports, to unite with the Ships and Ma- 
riners of his City of Bayonne for the fuppreffing of Pirates and other Enemies on the Seas. 

In Vol. V. Fol. 273 of the Fcedera, " King Edward III. re-eftablifiied the Staple for Englifj 
Wool, Woolfels, Leather, and Tin, at Bruges directing the Mayor, Conftables, and Community 
of Merchants of the Staple of England, to govern the Trade thither, and to impolc Taxes : 
Tallages, &c. relating thereto." 
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/./.?,</ and Mfjwfti. 



Cc 



L t 



, jia, * 

Mart for the importing of Merchandize 
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We fliall here obferve, that the Englifli Word Stapi 
Times, termed Stabile Emporium, i. e. a fixed Port or 
From whence, probably, the contracted Word Staple ( 
thography of it, ail over Europe) had its Derivation. 

In Fol. 285, ibidem, King Edward III. declares a free Corrcfpondence between his Subjects of 
England and Guicnne, and thofe of his Coufin James, King of Majorca, &c And in the follow- 
ing Year the faid King James writes to Edward, concerning a League and Intermarriages : let 
there is no mention made of any Particulars relating to Commerce. 



Ufury or Intereft of 
Money prohibited 

hv L*uv ill England. 



Ufa 



lay leem ltrangc, mat uy a oranuc now itihuc ju j±n&w** v -"— - — ~~ 

U c Intereft] for Money lent, fhould be prohibited, as being the Bane 0/ 
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OF THE ORIGIN OF CoMMEkCE, i?f 

in fait, it.was uniycrisdly pfadtifed j and that it is evidently* in its Nature* a very great Means 
to promote and diffufc Commerce every where. Such was the Ignorance and Bigotry of thdfe dark 
Times; 

We have feen, under the Year 1264, that thfe famous City of Amft'crdani was tKetl dhly a The City of Am/itr* 
Cattle, under which were a few Fifhermcns Cottages. And fo it feems to have remained till ^ c afc" y 
about the Year 1342, when William III. Earl of Holland* (according to Werdenhagen) began to 
adorn it ; whereby its Buildings were ihcreafed pretty much on the Eafl: Side of the Amjlel. After 
this, we fhall find it become confiderable enough to be ranked amongfl: the Hanfcatic Towns, or 
rather one of their Confederates, Anno 1 3 70. 

From fuch like Memoirs, it appears that Amftei'dam is not quite fo noyel or upftart a Place as 
many fuperficial Writers would make it, who afiert, That but a little before the Fall of Antwerp? 
it was an inconfiderable fifhing Town. For, Anno 1391, we find a Charter of Privileges to thte 
City by their Earl Albert* direfted thus* viz. Fidelibus et dileflis ?wftris* Scabinis ac Senatoribus 
ttrbis noftr<c Amftelredamenfis. i. e. " To our faithful and beloved the Burgomafters and Senators 
« of our Town of Slmfterdam" 
Herring Fijhery* arid to other Parts 
erefted on the Weft Side of the Amftel. 



Whereby alfo we find, that they trafficked to Schonen in the 
5 of the Baltic Sea. Moreover, Anno 1400, fome Buildings were 



The Bufinefs of the Succeflion to the Dutchy of Bretagne* now rekindled the War between King Edward III. 
King Edward III. of England* and King Philip of France* yet a Truce for three Years was, r, £ ns ? /ccond Truce 
through the Pope's Mediation, figned by Edward in that Dutchy. He alfo made a Truce with ^heT^Jh^i- 
David King of Scotland. 



In the faid Year Edwa?d* dmongft other Means for procuring of Money, had again recourfe and has Loans from 
to Loans from his Bifhops, fccular Clergy,- and religious Houles* (as in Vol. V. FoL 346 of the hls c * cr £y* 
Fadera) each Loan being from 300/. down to 40/. 

We have in the Fcedera* Tom. V. Fol. 325-6, the current Value of* a Sack of Wool to be about Wool of England, its 
8/. in paying Ralph de Stafford 4.55 1. for 57 Sacks * and in the King's fending 334-ir Sacks to p^^£ k . and 
Cologne to redeem Queen Philippa's Crown, which had been pawned tliere for 2 500 /. Now a ^ er OUQ elg 1U 
Sack of Wool containing 364 Pound Weight, per Statute xiv. Edward TIL it was to contain 26 
Stone, each Stone being 14 Pound Weight, one Pound of Wool at this Rate was worth 5'+d. 
(or 1 s. of our Money.) 

343 In the following Year, (ibidem* Fol. 369.) King Edward III. in order to keep up the Value of 
his Wool* got the Prices for the following Counties to be fixed by Parliament, fo as none fhould 
be bought under thofe feveral Prices, viz. 

The Wool of Shropjliire bore the highefb Price, beihg 14 Marks, or 9/. 6 s. 8d. per Sack ; The different Values 
Oxford and Stafford/hires* 13 Marks; Leicefter* Gloucefter* and Hereford/hire, 12 Marks-, (/. e. jufl ; ~ f ^ /in ^fcral 
8/.; And fo other Counties defcended in Price to 11, 10, 0, 8, 7, fcfr. till it came to the loweft ^ ounUesot ^™ 
Priced Wool* which was diat of Cornwall* valued no higher' than tour Marks per Sack. 

We have now the current Value of a Tbn of French Wirie King Edward III. (in Fcedera* Price or Rate of a 
Tom. V. Fol. 370.) complains to Alpbonfb King of Caftile* that his Subjefts had, on the Normandy Ton of m *** 

' Harwich laden with z6±- Tons of Wine \ the Ship is valued at 80/. and 



Wine at 1 69 /. or about 3 /. per Ton. We 



Kings of England* Caftile 



In this fame Year the great Sti 



_ >i or Rhcnijh Wine Veflel of Heidelberg* in the Palatinate* wa; 

firft made, containing 672 Urnas, of 44. Englifli Gallons each; being in all 2690 Gallons Englijh 
or about 42 Hoerlheads, or 2 1 Pipes of Wine, 



between 



Bofph 
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and Conftantinople) being defeated. Yet the next Year, the Venetian Fleet defeated that of Ge- ce and G&na - 
noa on the Coaft of Sardinia* and took 32 of their Gallies ; which fo weakened the Genoefe* that 
they were forced to put themfelves under the Protection of the Duke of Milan. 

The Truce between England and France was now broken, and the Seat of the War was tranf- 
ferred to Guiennc. 

We find by Campbell** Hiftory of the Balearic Iflcs, that Peter King of Arragon and Majorca* fo«j*rca has forne 
now granted Leave to his Subje£ts to trade with Barbary and with England* which is conform- Trade with England* 
able to what we have quoted from the Fcedera two Years farther back. 

So ignorant were the People of this Age in Geography, that (as related by ilobert of Avejbuty) Geography, the ig- 
Pope Clenmit VI. having in this Year granted to Louis of Spain to be Prince of the Fortunate ™™ cc of il ****** 
Tflands* (by which was meant the Canary IJles* fo termed by Ptolemy and other ancient Authors) and imSm 
having for his Affiftance towards fettling thofe Ifies raifed Troops in France and Italy* our wife 
Ambaflador then at Rome* and the reft of our Countrymen there, being firmly pcrfuaded that 
Louis was thereby appointed Prince of Britain* they immediately made hafte Home, in diiguft, 
to give Information thereof. Yet, according to others, we fhall fee that thofe Ifies were not as 
yet fo foon difcovcrcd. 



Vol. I 



Y y 



Under 
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Ire/ami has fbme 
con Gdernble Ship- 
ping at this Time. 



The London Popu- 
lace pu nil bed for in- 

(lilthig ihe foreign 
Weavers, to whom 
the King now re- 
news his Proicclion 
and Encourage- 
ment 



Goldfxvft. coined in 
England* 



Under this Year, we find by the Ficdcra, that Ireland had been very ferviceable to King 
Edward III. (as indeed they had alio* been to his Father and Grandfather) hi fupplying.Nunibe'rs 
of armed Veflels for tranfportirig of their great Lords and their Attendants and Troops to Scot- 
land, and alfo to Portfmonth, for his French Wars. Which fhews that Ireland muft then Have 
had fome Commerce, tho* we know very little of the Particulars. 

In Vol; V. Fol. 428 of the Fader a, the London Mob. (probably confiding of our own PPlsofbers* \ 
&c.) having infulted the foreign Cloth-Weavers, who had been brought over and fettled here 
under the Authority of an A£t of Parliament of t?he xit'h of Edward III. (already mentioned un- 
der the Year 1337} infomuch, that thole foreign Weavers could not witK Safety carry on their 
Bufinefs ; King Edward thereupon iflued his Mandate to the Mayor and Sheriffs of London, to 
feizc on and imprilbn the Rioters in his Prifon of Newgate. Hereby alfo the King, renews and 
confirms his former Grants of all poffible Freedom and Protection to the laid foreign Cloth- 
workers , 

We are at length come to the Time of the firft: coining of Gold in England, which, from all 
that appears, we apprehend was not till this Year x 344. For in the Vth Torn. Fol. 403 of the 
F&dcra, we have a Proclamation of King Edward III. acquainting the Publick, That his Parlia- 
ment had agreed to the coining of three different Coins in Cold, [the Title of which A£t is, 
(xviii. Edward III. Cap. vi.) cc Money Jhall be made, and Exchanges ordained where the Kingfoall 
*' pleafe,"'] viz. one Piece of the Value of Six Shillings, being the Weight of two fhiall Florins 
of Florence ; a fecond of half that Value and Wcighr, and a third of a Quarter of the firfl*. This 
Gold was of 23 Carrats 3 Grains and an half fine, and half a Grain in Allay. And the Standard 
of our Silver Coins was then 11 Ounces and 2 Pennyweight fine, and 18 Pennyweight Allay, 
called old Sterfoig Standard. And an Ounce of Silver weighed exatStly 20 Pennyweight, and was 
coined into twenty Silver Pence. This Proclamation commands the Sheriffs of London to pub- 
lifli the fame, and to fee that all Perfons do, without Scruple, take the faid Gold Coins in all 
Payments. Another Proclamation comes out this fame Year, directed, as the former, to the 
faid Sheriffs, (ibidem, Fol. 416.) lignifying his having, by the Advice of his Council, caufed three 
other Gold Pieces to be coined, one of 6 s. 8d. Value, (in Imitation of the Gold Florins of 
Florence) which he names a Gold Noble (or half a Mark) others of half that Value, to be called 
;i^///*-Noblcs, [here the Word Maille means the Half of any pre-fuppofed Integer, as in our 
Introduction we have fliewn it always meant an Half-penny when named with a Penny] and a 
third Piece to be a Quarter of the firfl:, /. e. is. 8 d. Value, and to be called a Ferling, [L c. a 
Farthing'} Noble. The King hereby alfo prohibits the Exportation of any Gold or Silver Coins, 
excepting the laft-named Gold Coins, without fpecial Licence. He alfo direflrs Proclamation to 
be made, That none of his Subje6ts lhall pay or receive any. .other but EngliJIi Gold and Silver 
Coins ; nor fhall they refufe the taking in any Payment of upwards of five Shillings Value, either 
the latter or the firft-named Gold Coins : Hereby dire&ing all Perfons to apply to his Offices 

of Exchange alone, in the Tower of London, and other Paf-ts of the Realm, for exchanging of 
— * . — - ^V- r,., _ r- ..... r^/i— 7- — r. — — :~: — 1 a 7*™*.^ T?„ a „+u m«n«;n«- Silver Pen- 

at the laid 

™ ~ ^^^^^ 

j Mark 

ancTin 'Proporriorffbr the fmaller ones, viz. a Maille or Half-penny for exchanging the half 
Noble, and a Farthing for the Quarter one. Taking thus one Eightieth Part of the Value of all 
Gold Coins exchanged for Silver ones, although he, at the fame Time, obliges all his People to 
take the Gold ones at their nominal Value in all Payments. 

By a third Proclamation in this fame Year, the King confirms the two folmer ones, with an Excep- 
lion as to the firft-named three Species of Gold Coins of 6s. 3 j. and is. 6d. for now he difcharges 
his People from the Obligation of receiving thefe in Payment at any higher Value than their 
real Weight and Worth in Bullion j which fhews that they had been over valued in the King s 
before-named firfl: Proclamation. From ail which, it feems plain enough, (nocwithftanding what 
Mr. Echard, in his Hiftory of England under the Year 1457, alledges) that this was the firft 
Coinage of Gold in England, and that the Coins of that Metal were not at firft fo acceptable to 
the People as Silver ones ; — perhaps not without jtift Grounds as haying been probably over- 
valued. And the King's taking an 80th Part of their Value from us Subjects for exchanging 
them for Silver, was furelv not the iikelieft Method to recommend chen^othe. Publick. 



A.D. 

*3H 



\j>ur EJlerlingSj, . fays the .original Not 
lver Coiri of England.'] One Penny t 



i>i/ver Coins Engiijb 
made fomewbat 

lighter from this 
Time. 



From the above Offices for exchanging of Gold for Silver, and Silver for Gold, and from Edward s 
vaft Expence in his Wars with France, Caftile, and Scotland, probab y proceeded his 
this YcaV, for the firft Time, fomewhat to lefTen the Quantity of Silver m 1m Coins, ftill teeping to 
the old Denomination. It could, however, be but little in th 



9 fi 



EngliJFj and Florence 
Money, their Pro- 
portion to each 
other* 

Fioremc has the 
fineft Gold Coins 
of any in Europe. 



little in this king's i imt_\ nnct; rteerwwu a 
[ of our modern Money, from this Year 

344, to the viiith of King Henry V. sbmo 1420. 

In the faid Vth Tome of the F«d*ra, Fol. 428, (ftill under this fame Year) we have the Pro- 
.ortion of Englifi Money to that of the Gold Florins of hlormce, [then the mofl. famous City 
f Emope for the Purity and Excellency of its Gold Coins.} K.ng Edward was in Treaty with 
ilphont i\n Z of Caftil for a Marriage between Alpbonfu^ cldeft Son, and Joanna, Edward s 
Daughter ; and for the Sake of this Alliance, [probably as it migl 

• *■ " " ' ^onqueft of France, which he never loft Sight or J . 
baliadors to otter 10 high as 20,000/. Sterling for his Daughters Portion And herein wc find, 
that 1 5,000/. Sterlingf was then equal to , oo^ooo Florins of 1 Horence J^juft 3 s. Stertmg 
per Florin. Yet there was another of the Florence Gold Coins called * >hnm de bcuto, which 
was Wtorth Sterling. Edward was, however, fo earneft for this Match, that he at ^engtn 



L. A w » w# m^mm ' " — — 

Edward inflxufifcs his Am 
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eration of theTgreat Expcnce of his Wars, &c." 

jthis fame .3?gar the Iflc of A&to-was fifft difcovered. It fecms one Macham having run 
*£hglaiid.Xp Sea jalpng with a Miftrefs* was by a Storm driven thither, where his Miftrcfs 
j.and hisJShip leaving him lie made a Gsw<?^ and got to the African Shore, and thence to 
: whofe Jtine he informed of this Difcovery z which proved the Means of its beini* planted 



//it's Son. 



Spain, whole Jymg Ji 
in the next Century 



War 



1345 



EtfiwardJlI. re- 
news his War 
againft France. 



And in the Year following, he invades Normandy with 30^000 Foot and 2500 Men 

having at Portfmoutb embarked with 1000 Sail of Ships, (fome make them 1600 Sail, great 
and £ mall.) 

James D'Artevitte, of Gaunt, (whofe Intereft in the great Cities of the Province of Flanders has 7«***' 
been before taken Notice of) having agrepd with King Edward IIL that his Son, the Prince of t^M^^ST^ 
{Vales, fhould be acknowledged for Earl of Flanders by the Cities, to the Exclufion of Louis whereby the Envlijb 
their then Earl ; Edward hereupon carries the Prince over to Shiyce, Anno 1 345, but could not, Imercft there is iofl. 

~* " card their Earl. And D'Arteville- on .this 



Pieces by the Mob. Whereby 
with the Cities of Flanders. 



Account, was torn in 



Wars 



in Debt to her own Citizens, that in this Year, four of them were elefted to make ProviGon £ s lhe w *? c 
for thofe Debts, and for the current Service of the Year. This (fays their Hiftorian Be " Action of 



Rife to the 



Mailly 



formally created till 1407, as De Mailly himfelf allows, and will 
this Scheme laid a Foundation for it. Machiavel, in his Hiftory 



vaft 



Office for their Meetings and Bufinefs. Their Council confifted of 100 Perfons, wherein all 
Matters were to be debated and fettled, and their Governors for the Execution of Bufinels con- 
lifted of eight Perlbns : The whole accumulated Debt was divided into certain Parts, which 
they called Shares, calling themfelves, "The Society of St. George, who managing their Stock pru- 
dently, and having many rich Men' concerned with them, they afterwards fuoolied the farther 



Machiavel 



length moft of the Cities and 

£5? C* this SocietV ormremerl -*n 



publick. 



[ 



of Trtiffel, King Edward Ill's Salary of an 

about Alliances and Inter- Ambaflador, 



■ 1095/. of our modern Money by the Year] whilft 

1 r j r u, - 1 . M * rk > P er Da Y» whilft employed in the King's Service at Home ; 

befide realonable Expenccs for his Voyage. 

*/2 d Che fa j? V ? 1 ' f°i 49 ^' ^ fame Y ? ar ' Kin S fi*^ lfc "l es » fo> Life, a Penfion of and Penfion to an 
bd. per Day, on Courfus de Gangeland, an Apothecary of London, for his Care and Attendance Apothecary. 

on him whilft he formerly lay ftck in Scotland. A very moderate Penfion to appearance, (beine: 
but 27/. 7,. 6d of our Money 0. yet if it be confidered, that all Things were on an Average 

. T? ut five Times as chea P as m oul * Days, it is not fo contemptible as g /. zs. 6 d. of their 
then Money may at firft Sight feem to be, viz. azI. ' ' 



12. s. 6d. 



»34<5 



over j 
Calais. 



very glorious for K 
7 rencb King at CreJJy 



The firft Mention 

Of an -Apothecary In 



gains the famou 
Victory at CrcM 



Hiftorians 



e> j-n s r W?* 9 111 th,S tamOUS Battle, Great Guns Or at which Great Guns 

£LngltJh ; four of winch being planted on a little Hill, are laid to w.rc firfl ufc<l hv the 



Mirnft 



Xrrtt l r ;■ C ° ? uotes 5^^ m %ms, chat Chriftophcr King of Denmark™ flam 

L n / a - G i" n ' l0 - early ? tl ? e . ^ car , I28 °' Tluls Authors differ about 100 Years touching 
Pf r ° f th ? I ? ven " | f >n. And indeed it is not impoffible that this Invention might have been 

S?i mt V he northern Countries before it reached England, and from England it 

might be earned to France and Italy. Travellers a S ree, that China had the Ufc of* fi5n« nn,l 



Tope. 



In this fame Year, £r/f IX. King of Denmark, or rather Waldemar III. [for there is not a little 
-onfuhon in the Chronolorrv oF rhnf.* n„.rh..™ r»«.,«»^;«.i r.,u >t... r , a , . a . 1ICUC 
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Engtxjb Gold Coins 
minted in F landers % 
and made current 
there by King 
Edward 111. 



King Edward III. 
has Loans From his 
Clergy, and feizes 
on all ccclcfiaftical 
Benefices enjoyed 
by Foreigners in 

England? 

and Men far his 
Armies fup plied by 
his Cities and 
Towns. 

Quotas of Soldiers 
fupplicd by many 
of the Cities and 
Towns of England. 



rnA" w 1 £ • u Wa ? S * ntimate a commercial Correfpondence between Emiandnnd Flanden 
(their Earl having been killed in the Battle of CNft by reafon; of the* mututi 'KS 
each other in Traffic, partly alfo, perhaps, on account of King Edward's SuS^SStSL? 
that : this King ; caufed i*M», Half Nobles, and &rtr JM*kTrf CM* to bc^^^lS 
m (VoL V. FoL 506 of the l**fcr<0 declaring that they fhould have thfe fame SiSSS 

there as in i^W, for the publick Utility and the Convenicncyof MncZn^c Cufwn< * 

King Edward III. for fupporting the vaft Expence of his Wars, now feizes on the ecclefiaftical 
Revenues or Benefices of Foreigners in England. He alio made large Demands of Loans from 
hisBUhops and religious Houfes-, from fome, even fo high as 1000 Marks, from others coo , 
300, CSV. down to 40 /. Loans alfo were demanded of fundry Laymen, and particularly from" 
fohn de Cherleton of London* 1000/. And for Men for his Armies, his Cities and Towns fup- 1 
plied him with certain Numbers of well armed Men, who were to enter on the King's Pav at 
their Embarkation at Port/mouth. (Tome V. Fol. 493 of the Fcedera.) Of which Cities here 
follows a Lift, with the Numbers of Men thev flirnifhed in this Year ™v 



London, 



Norwich, 
Bristol, 
Coventry, 
Oxford, 
Shrewsbury, 

Hereford, 

St. Edmunds Bury, ^30 each* 
Winchester, 
Salisbury, 

Exeter, 



fioo Men-at-Arms* [who in 
thole Times were on Horfe- 
! back, and in Armour, attend - 
< cd each by three or four Men 
armed on Foot, fo as this 
might amount to 500 in all] 
L and 500 armed Foot Soldiers. 

60 i Foot Soldiers. 
40 J 




Northampton, 

Cambridge, 

Gloucester* 




25- 

20 each. 



Worcester, 
Reading, 

Chichester, 
Bod my n, 
St. Albans, 
Wells, 
Lanceston, 
Leicester, 

and 
Shaftsbury, 
Baldock, 

Huntingdon 
Ludlow, 
Abingdon, 
Bedford, 
Rochester, 
Maidstone, 
; Barnstaple, 
Honiton, 



20 each. 




15 each. 



12 each. 



> 10 each. 



Reflexions on this 
Quota of Men from 
Chics and Towns. 



A Toll laid for 
mending Holbourn 

and Grays-Inn- Lane. 



The Antiquity of 
Holbourn Bars. 



The reft of the Towns named therein, many of which are now very confiderable, [fuch as 
Froome* Taunton* Stafford* Warwick* Devices* Birmingham* Bridgwater* Bradford* Dorcbejler* and 
others] are all rated to fupply fewer than ten Men each * and fome of them fo low as two Men 
each. Note alio, that Mancbefter* Liverpool, Lynn* Canterbury* York* Newcaftle* Chefter* Lincoln* 
Hull* (moft of which were then* as well as now* confiderable Places) are not mentioned at 
all ; poflibly many of the inland ones might have compounded with the King in Money, and of 
the Sea-ports in Shipping and Mariners. From the feveral Quotas above exhibited, fome pro-, 
bable Conjectures, we conceive, may be formed of the comparative Magnitude of the laid Cities 
and Towns at that Time, compared with their prefent Condition. 

It may, perhaps, be worth our while to record here, an authentic Account of a very early 
Toll, if not the moft early ever colledted in England* for the Repair of a publick Road, in 
which alfo there is fomewhat curious relating to Antiquarianifm and Trade* and to the antient 
State of the Suburbs of London weftward. It is in the Vth Tome of the Fcsdera* FoL 520, in 
the prefent Year 1346. <fc King Edward III. grants his Commiffion to the Mafter of the Hoipkal 
tc of St. Gyles* [in the Fields] without the City of London* and to John of Holbourn, to lay a Toll 
cc on all Sorts of Carriage, for two Years to come, palling through the Highway, [via Regia} 
cc leading from the faid Hofpital, to the Bar of the old Temple of London :** [/. e. to Holbourn- 
Bar* near to which flood the faid old Temple* (or Houfe of the Knights Templars) and where, 
behind a private Houfe, there flood, very lately, the Shell of an old Stone Building, Chapel, or 
Refeftory, once probably belonging to the faid T tmplars} cc Alfo through another certain High- 

' [now Grays-Inn-Lane* Grays-Inn being built on the Scite of the Manor- 
Perpooh, and an adjoining Lane, ftill bearing the Name of Petpoole (vulgarly pronounced 
Purple) Lane} " joining to the before-named Highway. — Which Roads were, by the frequent 
" Paflage of Carts* Waynes* and Horfes* to and from London, become fo miry and deep as to be 
" almoft impaffable ; — as alfo the Highway called Charing," [probably what is now called St. 
Martin's Lane, leading down to the then Village of Charing. ] 

The Tolls were as follow, viz* 



way called Perpoole* 
houfe of ~ 



1 . For every Cart or Wayne 
Fijh* Iron* Brafs* Copper* Lead* 
20 Shillings, - 



laden with Wool* Leather, Wine, Honey* Wax* Oyl* Pitch* Tar, 
Tin* (or other Metals) Com, &c. for Sale, to the Value of 

001 d. 
2. For 



A. 
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2* For every Horleload of Merchandize, - - 

3. For every Horfe ufed in carrying Corn, or other Provifions or Goods, fhall? 
be paid weekly* 

4. Every Load of Hay, ------ 

5 For Carts ufcd to carry Charcoal \ Barky See. weekly, - 

6. For every Horfc, Ox, or Cow palling thole Roads, - 

7. For every Score of Sheep and Hogs, ------- 

8. And for all other Merchandize of §s. Value, - 

But ecclejiaftical Perfons of both Sexes were to be exempted from this Toll, 



/. s. d. 
000 



o 

o 
o 

o 



o o 
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o 

o 

o 
o 
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o 

o 
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This Year proved farther glorious for King Edward III. than the preceding one ; 1 fb, By the 
ring of the Town of Calais. 2dly, By Queen Philippa y s defeating of the Scottijh Army with 



of David their King Prifoner. And, 



K. : it* FasvarJ III 

/•".■ tt t<c, he J land, 
and litcta^Kc. 



taking 

great Slaughter, which had invaded England., and the takin 
jdly, By his Arms proving fuccefsful alfo in Brctagne 

> But what is rnofl to our proper Purpofe, is the Blockade and Siege of Calais, which (together) Ca'eii taken by 
lafted about eleven Months, when it was taken, and annexed to the Englijh Crown. Kin g Xdwara III. 

King Edward Ill's Fleet lying before that beficged Town and Port, (as regiftcrcd in that The Number cf 
King's Wardrobe) confifted of 738 Englijh Ships, from our feveral Ports, carrying 14,956 Mar J- ^^l^^^^ v {^ x 
ners, being but twenty Men to each Ship on an Average-, each having 4^. per Day for their J r#et , *Y n " rkfecn. 
Pay, whicli was ftill about izd. of our modern Money. There came 15 Ships and 459 Mari- NurAcr o: Efg&j* 
ncrs from Bayonne in Guienne, which is but 30 Men to each Ship on an Average-, feven Ships and forcgn Ship* 
and 184 Men from Spain, being on an Average 26 Sailors per Ship 5 one Ship and 25 Men from tlicre - 
lreland\ 14 Ships and 133 Men from Flanders, (fcarcely ten Men per Ship) and one Ship and 
24 Mariners from G elder land ; in all, 38 Ships and 805 Mariners from foreign Parts. 

— 

The King's own Ships (for lbme it fcems were called properly his own) were 25, and their 
Mariners amounted to only 419 j which is not quite 17 Men per Ship on an Average. It is 
here needlefs to enlarge on what has been before fully enough explained, tvrz. That the EngliJJj 



Navy at this Time, and for about 200 Years after, was in the Nature of a Sort of Naval Militia, 
every Sea-port being obliged to fend its Quota of Ships and Mariners* in Proportion to its Trade 
and Abilities ; Some of the Names of thole Ports are now fo obfeure, as hardly to be known 
where they ftood. Yet there is a Lift of them all ftill remaining in the Cot torn an Library and 
the Condition of others of them is now very different from what they- then were. 



Men on an Average for each Ship. 



It thereby appears that Great-Tarmoulh was then the firft Town for Shipping in all England, if A probable Ccnjcc- 
wc may be allowed to. infer it from their fending 43 Ships and 1905 Mariners, being near 45 ° c f,^ c jJ^^fa 

Whereas London itfelf lent but 25 Ships and 66z Mariners, compa^ivc^cw 
fcarce 27 Men to each Ship on an Average. But although this feems at leaft a plaufible Way of of their Ships and 
judging of the Trade and Quantity of Shipping in Towns, yet upon maturely comparing Mariners before 
the other Towns here, with London more efpecially, as well as with one another, we doubt it Caiatu 
may be liable to feveral Exceptions, of which we cannot lb well determine, at fo great a Dif- 
tance of Time. 
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TV", #. There are feveral 
Loo, Bofton, Margate, &cc» 



as particularly 



the siege oi Calais. 



In Cambdcrfs Remains, it is faid Grots, (i.e. Cannon, for Hand Guns were not as yet ufed) Gun?, /. c. Cannon 
were ufed in this Siege on the Land Side, but not in the Fleet, as may be guefied by this Lift: ; ufcd Jv #\e^''v ft 
and we have already noted, that it is faid Cannon were firft ufed at Sea by the Venetians, Anno * 
1376, or 13805 for Gunners had their Pay there about 33 Years before Guns were feen in 
Italy % and the French did not ufe them till the Year 1425. By which, and the Account of ("rents to 

there being four Cannon (Mezeray fays five Cannon) at the before-named Battle of CrcJJy, it have been thefi.it 
fhould feem that England was the firft of any Nation in the Ufe of Fire- Artillery. Some indeed who ufed Fire- 
will h ave the Hanfe-Towns to have been the firft who ufed them at Sea, their lan^e and ftrong-built -* rtlUer > #at Land. 
Ships being the fitteft for them and doubtlefs the bringing of Cannon into Sea-fights, neccfla-* 
oecafioneel the building of larger and ftronger Ships all over Chriftendom- 



xxift of King Edward III. we 
our own woollen Manufadture 



i'ol. 57. c * x | 1C summons petition cue isang ana juorcis, mat tne new cuitom lately let, 
Upon every Cloth carried forth by Engliflj Merchants, 14A and by Strangete, 21 d. And 
upoji every worfteel Cloth, id. and of Strangers, i±d. And upon every Lit, 
Vol. L Z 



7. 



.[here he pro- 
bable 
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AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION 



Book lit. 



babljr meant dyed Cloths, vide Anmim 1 3 8 1 for the Word Utftcr] " lorf. and of Strangers, i5</.|A.D. 1 
" may be taken away." 1 1 
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The Anfwcr was, (although very poor Reafoning, viz.) cc The King, Prelates, Counts, and 
autres Grants? [i. e. Peers] will, chat this Cuftom fhall fhrnd : For it is good Realbn that ftich 
** a Profit be taken of Cloths wrought within the Realm and carried forth as Wools out of the 
tc Land, rateable the Cloth as the Sack?* The King, istc. underftood not yet how many of his 
People were employed in that Manufacture, and how much Provilions, they confumcd, be- 
(ides the Riches brought home thereby. 

tension a Jargc City Whatever the State of the City of JLondon might be, in point of Shipping, with regard to the 
at this Time. foregoing Rule of determining, we are certain it muft have been a very considerable one in 

point of Populoufnefs in this fame Year, if all its Hiftoriographers do not exaggerate. For 
they acquaint us, that in a terrible Peftilence which then raged in London? there were upwards 
r urjon Chttrcb-Yttrd of fifty Thoufand Perlbns buried in that Year in a Place called Pardon Churchward without Smith- 
ekienbtrd. field Bars, purchafed and fet apart by the Lord Walter Manny, to prevent Infection by burying in 

Church-Yards ? on Part of which Ground the famous Monaftery called the Charter-Hottfc was 
foon after built by him, and another lefler Part of it ftill remains unbuilt, lying contiguous to 
tile North Wall of the Charter-Houfe Garden, and is now ufed for a Ropewalk ; adjoining to 
which is plainly to be feen the Buttrefs and Part of the Shell of a Chape}, (now a dwelling 1 
Houfe) faid by our Hiftorians to have been built by the Lord Walter Manny* Anno 1371, in 
Commemoration rhereof. 

1 

at rhe earned Solicitation ot! 



King Edward III. 

grants Leave to 
f\ net inn Merchants 
to trade for one 
Year to England* 

He hires twelve 
Genoefe Gallies. 



England concludes a 
Treaty of Peace and 
Commerce with 

Genoa. 



In the laid Vth Tome of the Fcedera? Fol. 558, King Edward III. ut 
the Conful of the Venetian Merchants at Bruges^ and of one of his own proper Merchants, grants ? 
Liberty and Prote&ion for all fuch Venetians as fhould refort to England or Ireland on the Score | 
of Commerce, for one Year only. 

In this Year alfo, King Edward III. (p. 560.) contrails with the Gcnocfe for twelve armed and 
well manned Gallies, to be lent to the Coaft of Flanders^ for his Service. 

And (Fol. 569.) Edward? in this fame Year, concludes with Genoa a Treaty of Peace andi 
Commerce, whereby all former Captures and Depredations of the EngUJh on the Genoefe are 
liquidated, and all Differences on both Sides adjulted, with free Liberty for the Genoefe to trade 
to or fettle in England. 



King Edivard JIT. 
repcoples the Town 

of Cat ah. 



of Vol. V. of the Fcedera? King Edivard III. after becoming Matter of the Town 

directs his Mandates to all the Sheriffs of England? to fend thither all 



King EdiuardTfi. 

again has Loans of 
his Clergy. 



In Fol. 575 
of Calais? thereupon 

Sorts of Provifions ; inviting alfo all Engli/h Merchants, £sfr. to fettle there, where he prornifes 
them all due Privileges, with eafy Houfe-Rents, 

In this fame Year, that King, being much flraitened for fufficient Means to carry on his 
War againft France? had again Recourfe (Fol. 576 — 5S 3, ibidem) to borrowing [i.e. demanding] 
of both Wool and Money of his Bifhops, Chapters, Monaftcries, &c. all which together amounted, 
it feems, to a great Sum. 



D.sn'firk a Town of 
iojric Eminence. 



St. Stephen** Chapel 
at IVefiminftcr built. 
The Amount of the 
whole Crown Reve- 
nue of England. 

Norwich eminent in 
the Worfted Manu- 
facture. 



By FoL 594 of faid Vol. V. King Edward III. acknowledges the good Behaviour of the In- 
habitants of Dunkirk towards him ; and therefore he grants them the Privileges now ufually al- 
lowed to foreign Merchants coming from Countries in Alliance with him ; fuch as, their bang 
exempted from ylrrefts for the Debts of other Perfons^ for whom they flood not Sureties? &c. This 
Town, we have already noted, was founded by Baldwin? furnamed the Tonng^ about the Year 966. 

In this Year, King Edward III. built at his Palace of JVeftminftcr the fine Chapel of St. Stephen, 
now the Aflembly Room of the Houfe of Commons. Yet Sir Robert Cotton obferves, That his 
demefne Lands had from Time to Time been fo much reduced in this xxrh Year of his Reign, 
that the Crown Revenue was but 154^ 39 l - l 7 s - 

The Worfted Weavers and Merchants of Norv. 
his Patent to an Atdneger of Worfted in that City £ 



ad. 



e>> 



in this Year, to revoke 



] 



The Dana and 

!la»ft-Tt,-uans having 

long naval Wars, 
the Fleet of the for- 
mer is inollly de- 
stroyed by that of 
the latter in the 

Sound, and Schoncn 
put into the: Poflef- 
flton of the lianfc- 
atirA's for fix teen 
Years Space. 
To Win tlie.V/?/W, 
the moll ancient 
mention of it. 
Brrgtn in Norway* 

nn ancient Empo- 
rium. 



From the Hiftories of the northern Nations of Europe* we learn, That King JValdemar III. 
of Denmark? had at this Time a long naval War with the Hanfe^Towns^ now very potent at Sea, 

- ' * - in the End, it is laid to have terminated to 

Danijb Fleet in the Sound having interrupted 

was attacked and defeated by the 



var 



vtai 



the Difadvantage of the Danes. In this Year, the 
the Navigation of the Hanfeatic Ships by demanding Tolls, 

bined Fleet of the Hanfe-Towns ? whereby moft of the Damju amps oeing aciuoyeu, 

for Peace Sake, was forced to affign to them all the fine Province of Schonen for the Space 
of fixteen Years to come, by way of Indemnification of their Loffes. As thole Tolls or De- 
mands by Denmark were for or upon Ships palling the Sound to and from the Countries in the 
Baltic Sea, this is the moft ancient Account we have met with of the Damjh loll at that famous 
Streight which has fince fo often occafioried Difputes between Denmark and other Nations. 



Norzvay is doubtlefs an ancient Emporium or Port of Commerce ; perhaps more 

Jt had of old, as well as in Inter Times, been 



Rregcn in _ 

ancient than any Records now «xifting can trace. 
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moftly built of Timber, it is ftill very liable. 

The Theatrum Urbhtm Septentrionaltttm? printed at Amfterdam? relates, That about this Year, U piU^cd by the 
chat cruel Confederacy of northern Sea Pirates called the Vitaliani? poflefled themfetves of Ber~ Vitaliani ; whereby 
gem feizing on all the Merchandize therein, as well of the Engli/h and Germans as of the Natives, "a^JYhichc/'' 2 ^ 
and then returned to Germany with their Booty. This (hews that the Engliflo hat! Commerce at 
this Time, as well as long before, with Norway* 

" At this Time," (fays Ecbard? in his Hiftory of England) cc the Engli/h lb gloried in the French Fannon* iri- 
" Spoils of France? that there was fcarcc a Woman of Condition but could fhew fbme rich Furs traduced ir.to and 
" and foreign Furniture ; and the Engliftj Ladies began to pride thcmfclves in the Fafliions of the ] J™* 



« French. Luxury now increafing, fine Table Linen ? Gold and Silver Plate and Jewels, were .. a v' U ry im l a la:t, 
tc commonly feen in the Houfes of private Perfons." "We may add thereto, that this foolifti arid jewels, csV. 
impolitic Spirit of imitating foreign Nations, and more efpecially France? has never left us to this 
prcfent Time. 

Ytftol mull, this Year, have been a confiderablc City. For King Edward III. in this xxift ^f*** Cll ? rtcr 
Year of his Reign, grants the Briftolians a Charter for enabling them to ere£b an Houfc of Cor- havj becTdv-lTa 
reftion or Prifon for Thieves and Difturbers of the publick Peace in the Night -time, after the coniideriibie Cuy. 
Manner of the City of London. Thereby alfo the King directs, cc That Bakers (as in London) 
,c be drawn on Sleds [/. e. Sledges] through the Streets, and be otherwile punifhed, for of- 
" fending: in the Afiizc of Bread." 



Under this Year, Neville in his Norvicum? makes fb horrible a Peftilence to have raged in the AVu.V/s Magn!- 
City of Norwich? that between January and July there died 57,104. Perfons, (befidc Ecclefiaftics ;) J. uJc co»fi»lcrcd, 
too great a Number (we conceive) to have been in that City fb long ago, or even perhaps at pre- \^^^^ * CK! " 
fent : Poftibly the People from the Country might have flocked thither (tho* unlikely) in fuch 
a Diftemper. Netill himfelf feems to queltion the Truth thereof, by adding, ct It muft indeed 
" have been a vaft and moft memorable Peftilence, that in fo (mall a Com pais of Time deftrbyed 
cc fo great a Multitude." Stowed Chronicle makes them 57*374* 

The Town of Great Yarmouth alfo buried this Year 7050 Perlbns of the Plague. Yet Mr. and Yarsn-.utv 
Bants* in his Hiftory of King Edward III. makes this Plague and Mortality to have happened 
in the Year 1349, at leaft it was not ended till that Year, when S/owe (doubtlefs very cxagge- 
ratingly) fays, That there hardly remained a T etttb Fart alive in moft Places. 



Genoa e 



id Year De Mailly? in his Hi/loir c de Genes? (Tome I. p. 306.) acquaints us, That The C- n^t 
c at War with Venice? their Fleet attacked that of Venice? confederated with thole of ^quiflit-a the t.;m- 
Peter King of Arrag on? and of John Cantacnzcne? Emperor of Conftantinople? and a bloody Fight en- °" C a ^ Gr * ? 
fned, the Confederates having 70 Gallics and the Genoefe but 60. Yet the latter totally routed thole 7 n 

Confederates, who loft near 4000 Men, the Genoefe lofing but 700 Men. They took 30 V'ette- 
tian Gallies and 18 Gallics of Arragov? and infulted the City of Conftantinople ? but the Greek 
Gallies could not join in the Battle for want of Room, and fo efcaped unhurt. This made 
amends for the Genoefe failing to take Negropont? of which they were forced to raifc the Sie^e 
after lofing 1500 Men before it. Some Authors place this Viflory in the Year 1352. ° 

Florence was at this Time a very great, rich, and potent City, full of excellent Woollen and Silk FV.-jt.-a a flnurifl;- 
Manufa&urers. A moft terrible Plague? which broke out in the Eaft? had lpread its Contagion in ? an<1 JR*** 1 cit >'' 
into Italy? Sicily? Sardinia? Majorca? and Spain? and had well nigh depopulated Italy. In°the ,€ lI CJ J h p Y f cnr 
City of Florence alone, are laid to have died 50,000 Perlbns ? which is a fuflicient Proof of rhis the Plno-uc^ ^ 
City's Greatnefs. This fad Mortality was, through the Hatred of the Clergy and the Ignorance The 7«t» a 



_ _ accused 

Jews having poifoncd the Rivers* of Foifoning tnc 

Ri\ trs. 



In 



France 



this fame Year, James King of Arragon fold his Barony of Montpclier to King Philip of hnspeiier fold fo 
cc for 120,000 Crowns of Gold. A moft prudent Purchale for France? from which it has Fr **« b . v thc I^ing 



Money 



of Ar rniou. ^ 




The Town of 
it the Staple of 
woollen Cloths of 

feven Years certain, (as per Tome V. Fol. 618 of the Fedora.) From this authentic Account it 
fliould fcem that TVorfteds were but lately in England. And yet, this fame Year, (in Cottorts 
Abridgment of the Records) we find the TVorftcd Weavers and Merchants of Norwich praying; the 
King to revoke Letters Patent granted to his Servant Robert Pooley* for the Annlagc of Norwich 
Worllcds; which was accordingly granted. But 46 Years later, viz. Anno 1394, we find (by 
the fame Authority) they were made in England in great Variety. Some Authors allcd^e. That An Enquiry con 
this fort of woollen Goods took its Denomination from being firft manufactured at a° Market Tj£ n V5* °r M 
Town (which others call a Village) in Norfolk named iVorfted? in the Hundred of Tunflead? [lb 
I periled in Sir Hemy Spclman's Villare Anglicanttm? and in other Authors] which pofTibly will meet 
with doubtful Credit from many who fee by this Record, that it was fo named as a foreign 
tvlanuhieture. Tho 1 it muft be confefled, that the Affinity of the Names of the Manufac- 
ture and the Town would give Countenance to this Opinion, or elfe to another, viz. That thr 
foreign Manufadure fo named, might give Name to the Town ; which, howtver, is not fo very 
probable. To this newly-erefted Staple? and to no other Place, all Merchandize exported from 
tjtgland? Wales? and Ireland? either by Denizens or Aliens, was to be (hipped from England, anil 

tin- iv 
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AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION. 



Book III 



The Revenues of the 
Cullom, by the S/<i- 
file at Catais, com- 
puted. 



Calais. 



_ m IT ^ - — — - — *, , * r 

he Exportation from England \ and II. The JDutkrs paid on landing the Merclui 
We may add (in a great Degree) a third Emolument, an ling from a Re-expoi 
>ods from Calais, both by Water and Land, into the Netherlands and Germany, [ 

France] 
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King Edward Ill's to have amounted to upwards of 60,000/. Sterling yearly. But King Edward? when in Diftrefs 

arbitrary Method* of f 0 y ~ 
railing Money Pome- | 
rimes, from the fc 
Wool of his People. Cfl< 



Money 



flight l J retences, forcibly feize on 




^ .... . * quiet the Complaints of his Parliaments ; our 

Conltitution and Liberties Tiot being, in thole Times, lb happily and firmly eftablifhed as in ou? 
own more fortunate Days. 

The ^accountable The Danijb and Norwegian Hitlorians fix on this Year for the utter Lofs or vanishing of a 
Lolls or utter vanirti- Chriflian Colony long before planted in the large Country named by them Grondand, (he. Green- 
" land) running N r orth-eaft from Htutfoitz Bay rowards $;>itxl>erzcn, (by the Englift M " 

erroneoufly named Greenland,) Part of 
before inhabited only by Savages) and 

In the Year 835, there is a Bull of Pope Gregory IV. 



mg, of tile Da nip 

Colony in Grt enfant? < 



_ „ j „ Norway* (but 

known to the Danes as far back as the Year of our Lord 



779 - 
of Bremen, to be Archbifliop of the North, and particularly 

The Danes and Norwegians are laid to have buili 

named Garde, and eredted a BifhoDricIc there. The Danes 



conflicuting Anfgarius, then Bilhoj 
of Norway, Iceland, and Greenland 
Greenland, the chief of which tliej 
had traded annually (7. e. in the 



:re always appointed 



a Bifhoprick there- 
Summer, when it was free from Ice) to Greenland, the Governors whereof 

by the Crown of Denmark : In ibme Parts of it (fay their Hiftorians) there was good Corn and 
Cattle in other Parts it was extremely cold and barren, having nothing to live upon but Fifh 
ami KmvL without anv Bread. In this faid Year 134S, [they fay] an epidemical Diftemper 

nd Seamen s fi nee when, die Correfpondence with 
much interrupted, and at laft intirciy broke off, by reafon of Wars, Revolu- 
tions, in the Danijb Affairs at Home. It is indeed the mott Angular Inftance, perhaps, in 

Colony's being, in that Manner, intirely loft, after many Centuries of a fixed 
h but feven Days Sail from Iceland, ftill fubjecT: to the Danes, fo as none were 



Merchants 

that Country was 



ant 



all Hiftory, of a 

Settlement, thou 0 , , „ . 

ever able to difcover any Traces of it, or where the City of Garde, the Cathedral Church, 
other Towns, Caftles, and Churches were fitu? ted - y even although the Daties were fo extremely 
earneft for fuch a Difcovery, as to have obliged fome of their Kings, by their Coronation-Oath, 

A Conjefture how, to endeavour 

or from what Caufc. Heaps or Mountains , ,_ . _ _ ;n _ , - , 

the Loft of that Co- Iceland and Greenland, fo as totally to choak up that Paflage, whereby the ancient Colony in the 

\oi,y might happen. Jacter could never be found to this Day ; and probably, for Want of Relief from Denmark, they 

™™ h* VP nerifhed in fome fuch fevere Winter. The Danes call the loft Country Old-Greenland, 



it. The moft probable Conje&urc (amongft fcveral others) feems to be, that vafl 
antains of Snow, or elfe of fa have, in fome fevere Winter, been driven together between 



Davis 



Confirmed by News 

from Ice 'and* 4nna 

17^6, of a fiinilar 
Accident. 



named Country they nave, in our juays, attempted to lecue a v-wwuv U1V,, M V, ^' ~" , ~ 
it lies South of the fuppofed vaniflicd Colony, it is not very probable they will be ever able to 
bring fo inheritable a Coaft to any profitable Settlement. 

The Danijb Writers fay, that when, in the Year 15S8, a Ship was fent out for discovering 
of the loft Country, it ftopt fliorr, in Sight of Land, and could go no farther- and that its 
Commmder accounted fortius wo^derfuf Stop, by cDnjcdburing, [as others alfo do] that there 
are immenfe Quantities of magnetical Rocks of Loadftone lying at the Bottom ot that Sea, which 
occafioned it. 

That the above Conjecture is at leaft plaufible, we are the rather ^0« r |ged ^e /"ce 
in the Year r 75 6, we had an Article in the publ c News-papers from ^the NoXwTft 

Puroofe a hu^: Quantity of Ice having been driven from the Greenland Coafts on the JNoi th-wclt 
sESeck thefac Iceland, whereby the Inhabitants on that Side f Iceland were deprived or 
Affiance from^ Norway, and fome kundreds periflied for Want of Food, Iceland growing- no 



The Province of 
littupbinc annexed to 
the Crown of France, 
:n alfo Roujfillan and 



made to the Dominions of France; Hum - , 1 3 49 ! 



J^ubourcrs and Arti 
ficcrs Wages regu- 
lated. 



In this Year, there was a very confiderablc Addition ; J7 . in . n^hnrK 

bey? the laft Prince of the Delpbinate of Vienne, refigning (or felling, as ; *™J*Z**2^ 
term it) that fine Principality to King Fbilip Valois for 40,000 Crowns, with ^ «K^nrt^ 
Zn That the eldeft Son of France lhould for ever be called the Delphm or, as now wmten, the 
Sito unS he fucceeded to the Crown ; and that Humbert who became a 2Wun> Ft** 
SSd enioy 0,000 Crowns yearly during Life. Mezeray makes the before-name d Pure hafe ot 
tteBarSnyof Montpelicr to have been tranfafted in this Year, (though we ^vcfroin other Au- 
thors placed it in the preceding one) and likewife the Counties of Roufftlhn and C« dagne. 

The Pestilence having, for fome Time paft, made great Havoclc ^^^t^^J^ 
bourino- People, both hi London and the Country, whereby the Survivors 1 ^ed^to fcrve di wo, k 
u„ efs tlxey h?d exceffive Wages, it was in this fame Year enafted (in the gd lot Edwmd 111 Cap. u 
B Si v ) " That all able-bodied Perfons, under fixty Years or Age, having no vmmc Nvay or 
LivlAg, fhaU \; bound to ferve him that doth require him or elfe be .^^g^- 1 
he finS Surety to ferve. II. And if he leave his Service before his : ^ y ~ f 1 ^ l t| £ s ll S^ 
foned. Ill- And he mail take no more than the old Wages or, W thly, It ht talccs moic 



4C 



Qu 



forcing thefc Statutes. ^ Statutes 
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a D Statutes in Favour of the Englijh Woollen Manufa&ure begin now to be more frequent. In Ji*!negcr\ new Law 
' this 25th Year of Edward III. we have one called, The Statute of Cloths; by which all Manner J^^ 1 ^^ 
of Woollen .Cloths were to be mcafured by the King's Atdneger^ (as before by the Statute of 1328) Jj s// „ £ E n& tJrJ. 
and Cloths Ihort of the Meafure were to be forfeited. 

There were many fubfequent Statutes made relating to the Aulneger 9 s Office, and for preventing why the A*lrr3*\ 
his foaling of bad and illegal Cloths % yet that Office grew at length into fo great Abufe* that any Office fell into u .. 
one, for a Trifie, might have the Aulneger** Seal affixed to his Cloth, without enquiring into the ^i^^^ 1 ^'^ 
Meafure or Quality of it. This brought the Office gradually into Difrepute; yet we fliall find ^ ean / J£ r U npyilu -d 
no lefs a Perfon than the Duke of Richmond conftituted Aulneger-general, fo late as the Beginning by the Clothiers 
of the XVIIth Century- In our Days, inftead of the Aulnegcr, they have, in every cloathing thcmfclvcs. . 
Town and Parilh, proper Fcrfons called Searchers, appointed by the Clothiers themfelves, who, 
tor a Trifle, examine the Dimenfions and Qualities of the fevcral Kinds of Cloth, agreeable to the 
Statute of the 5th and 6th Years of King Edward VI. Cap, vi. 

By a Statute of this fame Year, (25th Edw. III.) (Cap, ii.) that of the 9th of this King (Anno An excellent Statute 
1335) was confirmed, in Behalf of foreign Merchants : And now, cc all Perfons, as v/ell .Foreigners for thcabiblute Tree- 
" as Natives, may buy and fell, by Whoiefale and Retail, where, when, and how they pleafc, Jg£ *}[ ^S^' 
" paying the ufuai Duties and Cuftoms, notwithftandtng any Franchifes, Grants, or Ufages, to the ,j mcs fruitrated* 
cc contrary, feeing fetch Ufagcs and Fran chtfes arc to the common Prejudice of the King and his People" 
Had this excellently well-judged A£l been fuffercd to remain in full Force, and to operate to this 
Time, the Nation would, very probably, have increafed much falter in People and Wealth : 
But the monopolizing Grants of fubfequent Times from the Crown, which, by long Ule, came 
to be looked on as legal, though not confirmed by A£l of Parliament; and the City of London, 
and other Cities and Towns, having alio had Weight enough to obtain certain Laws for cur- 
tailing and fruftrating the Privileges allowed to all by this laid Aft, and for confining th'r faid 
Privileges folely to the Freemen of their Corporations, gradually brought Things to the mono- 
polizing State in which we fee them at prelent in all our Corporation-Browns •, although every 
Perfon of Discernment in this Age fees, and laments, an Evil not now fo eafily to be remedied, 
by reafon of the many Eftates bequeathed to and fettled in Pofleffion of the faid monopolizing 
Societies, and alio of fome other Difficulties. 



— — ^ — - — — ~- * 0 — 

of a Lombard unpaid fliall be fatisjied by his Company*' But as the Att ttlelt is not pnnte_, 
(becaufe now obfblece) we are not certain whether the fevcral Companies of chofe Lombards were 
not then tolerated on that exprefs Condition j but if otherwife, it is inexcufable. 

It appears, from the fifth Tome, Fol. 679, of the Fccdera, that the Spaniards (L e. the Cqfti- fy*'* ray tang in 
Hans) were now very potent in Shipping : For King Edward III. therein cc iflbes his Mandates to bhi PP i «g* 
his Bifliops and Clergy, to put up Prayers, make Procejftons^ fay Mafjes, distribute Alms, &c. for 
the appeafing of God's Anger, in that the Spaniards had not only taken and deftroyed many and makes many 
Englijh Merchp.nt-Ships, and much Merchandize of Wines coming from Bourdeaux, and alfo of Captures of Engtifi 
cc Wool, &c. and killed the Men, but were now arrived at fo high a Pitch of Pride, that. ^ hi P s and Mc«han- 

-* * * ~ - — - 0 ' disc. 



cc 
cc 
cc 



cc 
cc 
cc 
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having drawn together a vaft armed Fleet on the Coaft of Flanders* well furnifhed with Soldiers, 
they threatened no lefs than the total Dcftruflion of the Englijh Navy, and boafted, that they 
would reign Majlers of the Englifh Seas, and even that they would invade our Kingdom, and 
cc fubdue our People." Mr, Barnes fays, that this War with Spain was fomented by French 
Arts. Whereupon, a Duty of 40 d. per Ton was laid on all Wines coming from Gafcony, for 
guarding the Seas againfl: the faid Spaniards. There is alfo, in this fame Year, " a Mandate of that 
" King's to the Magiftrates and People of Bayonnc, reciting the before-named formidable Power 
" of Spain on the Seas, and the Injuries they had done to his Subjedts, and ordering them to 

" make War on all Spanijh Ships they fliall meet with. 

In confcquencc of all which, King Edward III. fitted out a Fleet of 50 Sail of Ships, and Ki 
embarked therein himfelf, with his Son the Prince of Wales, and many of the Nobility, and Perfnn attacks *nd 
laid wait for the above-named Spanijh Fleet on their Return Home from Flanders, confifting of v » l 9 u l <h " F,cct 
44 large Carricks, which arc defcribed by our Hiftorians as fo many huge floating Catties, when %I JT great 
compared to the Englijh Ships with King Edward: Yet, notwithftanding that g 
in Size, the Englijh Archers proved too hard for the Spanijh Crofsbow-Men* 

iplete Viflrory, took 26 of their beft Ships, laden with rich M 



cry large 



game 




e tney lunic, and the JLols ot great Numbers of their Men. After which, the Court of Spain 
; glad to make a Truce with England for 2.0 Years. 

1 the faid fifth Tome of the Fccdera, we find Licences granted bv Kino- J&frtamf TIT m a 



o 1 



ivmg thereby allowing them to cake with them in Gold what was requifite for their realbnablc dom ol 5,i Mo, "-'y- 
hA-pences. This was Jubilee Year at Rome : And, undoubtedly, Rich Journeys thither ch ained 
l-Jig laud, and other Parts of Cbrijlendom, of much Money, which occafioncd this Limitation of 



In the Hud fifth Tome of the Fa-dera^ there are fevcral Treaties in this fame Year between Kio e m - 

Mng hJward III. and Lcivis the young Earl of Flanders, for the Confirmation of Peace and Wi *r- in ««--iin a 
uorrelpondenr-e between both Nations in which Edward prudently takes care to llipulate for 
anioiurc I orJon ana Oblivion, on account of whatever the K ood Towns of Wanders had done in 

> OL. I. 
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Of FLlKJ. r.. 
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N HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION Booicin. 



Wars 



as was more cuftomary in thofe Days than in later Times. 



The Turk, Civil get It was 
Kootim; in Eur opr. Amur nth 



ConJlantinopoliL 




Amurath quickly pofleflcd himfclf 



T urcifm. 



between the Turks of Afi 
.Giriains of that Empire 



>xre might now indeed be 
hereby almoft hemmed in and 

it in Europe ; yet the 
gainft all the Fury of 



J\ii!y Pay of Me- By an Adt of Parliament [Cap. Hi.] of this 25th Year of King Edward \W.. appointing t] 



ciKinicks nn \ ftated Wages of feveral Sorts of Artificers and Labourers* tc Majter-Carpenters* Mafons* Tilers 

" and other Coverers of Houfes, were not to take more than 3 d. per Day," [i.e. gd m of our Mo' 
R..ic- of Living. ney and the then Price of Wheat bein<| 6 s. 3d. per Quarter, i. c. Twenty Shillings of our Silver 

Coin per Quarter, and being at lea ft twice as cheap as in our Days, and other Neceiiaries near 



that Proportion, then the laid Majler-Majbn's 3d. was at leaft equal to our 12.4JI /tfr Day] " and 
uC others but 2d. Mafter-Mafons of Free-Hone 4^. and other Mafons 3d. and their Servants 



c< 1. x % d. per Day 



fV:cc- of Win ?i at In Jamrs Howell^ Londinopolis* (P. 102.) under this fame Year 1350, the Prices of Wines, 
L>~*j*. ibid at London* flood thus, vix. Gafcon Wines, (i. e. Claret) at 4^/. per Gallon, [or one Shillh 

of our Money] and Rbenifli Wines 6d. per Gallon of their Silver Money. 

Tl-*sr*at Trade ^' 1C P******** and other Writers of this Century, fpeak much of the great Trade driven at this 
h-m" /\ r ,* w A/tfi Time between Egypt and India for Spices and other Indian Wares, from which fprung a great Part 
iur .{pairs, £rV. with of the Revenue of the Mamcluk Soldans of Egypt. It fcems, the Indian Wares were then lirft 
tviiicsir.^/rcftippiud landed at Aden in Arabia* from thence carried on Camels up to the Red-Sea* thence over-land to 
in unfit. the Nile y down which River they were carried to Cairo* and thence to Alexandria, from whence 

the Venetians carried them to Venice* and laftly, the Venetians, in their own Shipping, dilperfed 

them all over Europe* as elfewhere noted* 



Woollen Manufadtu 



Fa r/ r . Cloth- H ° W 

weavers become nu- _ _ 1 • 1 

mc-rous in London, he had not loft Sight of the other , and the foreign Weavers being become numerous in London 

by this Time, Howell, in his Londinopolis relates, that, Anno 1351* the King appointed 
the Meetings of the Weavers, who had been brought from Flanders* to be in the Church-yard 
of St. Lawrcnce-Poullncy* [or Pountney -,] and that the Weavers from Brabant fhould meet in the 
Church-yard of St. Mary* Somcrfct* both Places being in the Ward of Candlewick, in which 
Places, probably, they cxpoled their Cloths for Sale atltated Times ; as was afterwards done in 

hr X h lor -vw:«f and Clot b-f air in IVcJl-Smilhfield. Howell adds* that there were then in London* Weavers of divers Sorts, 



viz. of Drapery* or Tapery* and Nape?y* [/. e. of Woollen and Linnen.] King Edward was the 
more earncft in forwarding of Cloth-weaving at Home, in that there had been Complaints made 
in Parliament of many Hardfhips put on the Englijh Staple at Bruges: Yet although, in the fame 
Year, the Houfe of Commons petitioned the King to take off the Duties on home-made Cloth, 
it was refufed by the King and Council; probably becaufe he could not fpare that Duty during 
the exnenfive Wars he was engaged in. 




without. 



Trc-u of Commerce are S ot no farther than Vol. V. Fol. 703, of the j 

KeuCec-n Eu^and^ eludes a Treaty of Peace and Commerce with the Republic oi 
and G*4flJ. tc That all the Cenocfe Merchants, with their Ships and Merc! 

tc land* 9 ' yet ftill there is no Stipulation for Englijh Ships wl 
furely was becaufe there were no fuch Ships referring thither. 



,*V»i ma n V«* ir« a {ten 



In the faid fifth Tome, Fol. 708, of the Fadera, we learn, that King Edward III. had corned 
fome Part of his Gold and Silver Coins of higher Value and Finenefs than a jult Ljopo raon to 

Englijl 

whereby very little is left in 



Silver fT»Yr//rnnJ 

fl.ti- <!■ -,.,r, flrll _ _ 

c<mi'-ci in F.*;i /.•', rholc of other Nations ; whereupon that King directs his . 
tn-t ^maniinj. the Ji 0 ,jdon, intimating, " That whereas, by reafon of the fup 

tar— 1 Gold and Silver Coins, Merchants and others do export tin- «"••-» •• * ir f 

the Realm : And whereas, he has lately coined new Pieces of Gold, and alio Pieces or mm 
Money called Groffes, [Groffbsl or Groats? (fo named, becaufe none io large 01 gteat were 
c oined till now, there being none higher than a Penny, called alfo a Sterling, u coined betore ^ 
Tiincl " of the Value of four Stortings o, Pence, as alfo Half-Groats, worth ™tt 

If- Groats, as well as the faid Gold Coins, ( fays the King) (hall be as current as die 
J vice, and Fcrlinrs or Farthings" (the only Silver Coins before 



t t 

Li 




6 



cc 



ccptmg 
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ftruflied to feflfcn, for the future 
while to export it to Advantage. 



ind Silver Coins." Probably this King had been in* 
Weight, £s?<r. of his Coin, fo far as not to make it worth 



35* 



« Profit by exchanging of Gold for Sm 
" changers" fo often already mentioned. 



In Vol. V. P- 717 and 720, of the Fadera? after many mutual Complaints of Depredations of a commcrcialTrcaty 
both the Subjects of England and Caftile on each" other, there came Deputies from the maritime beuvccnifygtfW and 
Towns of Bifcay to London? who figned a Truce for twenty Years with Edward and his Subjefts ^^^f^^^ 
wherein, befidc the mutual Freedom of Traffic to both Nations, the only remarkable Article is, a " e ^crniincdTto fifh 
" That the Filhers of Caftile? and of the Country of Bifcay* might freely and fafely fifh in the upon ihe Rnghjb 
|«* Havens of England and Bretagnc? or elfewhere, paying the cuftomary Duties.*' Which is the CoaiU. 
firlfc Mention we find in the Fosdera of the Spaniards fifliing not only on our Coafts, but in our 
Havens. 



In Fol. 794, ibidem? ec King Edward III- in confideration of the great Service which Berard p 0 rt:on and Dcwcry 




Sterlings and it was ftipulatcd that Jfabella's Jointure fhould be 1000 Marks yearly:" 
Yet this Ifabella was not, after all, married to this Lord, but to Ingclram de Coney? Count of 
Soiffbns? afterward created Earl of Bedford? whole Lands in England, given as that Princefs's 
Dowery, were forfeited in the Year 1379 (sis by the Fcedera? Vol. VII. Fol. a 10.) to King Ri- 
chard II. on account of his fiding with France againfl: England: Yet there is no Record in the a Remark on the 
Fardcra concerning this Marriage of Coucy with Ifabella* And this is one Inftance (amongft Dcfetts ofihcinva- 
others that might be produced) of the Want of Records (much to be regretted) of important luaD * c Fadera. 
Tranfadtions a£tually complcated ; whilft, in that otherwise moft valuable Colledtion, we find 
great Numbers of Records for Treaties never compleated, and of others of very fmall Im- 
portance. 

Under this fame Year, the Chronicon Preciofum relates, <fc That Workmen took their Wages in p r j cc ofr \^ eatm 

Money.] " Larders" [i.e. Wecdcrs~\ ^ailypav cf Mailer 



cc 
cc 
cc 



per Day 



>aid id." [/. e. near 3*/. of our Money per Day.] 
Majlcr-Carpentcr? Mafon? or Tiler? 3 d. per Day ? 



The following Years 1352 and 1353, (zywo Edw. III.) the Aulncger, by A6t of Parliament, j*nb;c:er\ Duty for 
had an Allowance for meaiuring, and letting his Stamp on all Woollen Cloths, foreign and mcafuring and 
home-made, of one Halfpenny per Cloth, and one Farthing for every Half Cloth. Hampmgot Cloth, 



By the fame A6t likewife, the King had a Subfidy granted to him of 6d. per each Scarlet and the King's Sub 

in Grain 7 and 4^. for a Cloth not grained : cc But this Subfidy flJ >' 



Cloth, 3 d. for an Half 



on Cloths. 



d for Cloth made for a Man's own Ufe? to cloalh himfslf and his Mei 



In this fame Year 1352, (Vol. V. P. 734, of the Fccdcra) we have the firft Mention of any The firfl commercial 
Treaty of Commerce between England and the then (till famous and lately potent Republic of 1 x ^y between 
Pifa? that State having lent Envoys to King Edward III. for that Purpofe ; who thereby " grants e "£ !ukJ ™A 
4t to the Merchants of Pifa free Accefs to England with their Ships and Merchandize." And 
loon after, in this Year, the Pifans complain, that the People of Sandwich (then a famous Port) 
had feized on a Ship of Pifa in that Haven, [probably before this Treaty was known.] (Fol. 
743, ibidem.) 

Ibidem? Fol. 738. King Edward IIT. again complains to the Republic of Genoa? of their Peo o.-«s aflirts Frante 
pie's fuppiying his Enemy, the French King, with Gallies, hoping they would prevent it here- with her Gallics, 
after. 



And {ibidem? Fol. 740.] King Edward? ct out of his Regard for his Kinfman, Alphonfus? King Treaty of mutual 
^ir ' ~ " * \anrs of Portugal and Algarve free Accefs to England with Commerce between 

fPZr. . c**a v:.«_ i//.!,^./:., 1 ~. ^ j,., 1:1... n* ~ E^e^u^d and Partu- 




;foi. 756.) 

We miift here again remark, that, in all the Englijh Kind's Grants to the States within the But no naval Com- 

Mediterranean Sea hitherto, there is no fuch reciprocal Stipulation in Behalf of Englijh Ships or nwee as >•« from 

Merchant* trading to their Ports ? which plainly fliews that England as yet did not trade far, or A, ^' / i u,l J , ;'^ ;,t « 
frequently, within that Sea. VVI n l,,c Met£:Ur ' 



ranc.ttt Sea. 



u Cities of Portugal" [as they are therein called] viz. tc Liflton and Oporto 

! 353 1 named) " cone 



14 



England for their Ships and M 



for free Accefs and Traffic to ™ ^ 2l' 
dom for the Englijh Bretons and 



tm y a frons to traffic to thofe two Ports. 1 * Which Treaty was, in the fame Year, confirmed by 
king silplsonfin of Portugal. 



In 
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The Statute of t u c 
Staple^ whereby the 
Staple of En^HJh 
Woo!, fcsfr . is with- 
drawn from FLauUrSy 
and (ceded at levcral 

Cities in England. 



OH 

Mate! 



Book III, 
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JVaterj 



for Ireland. It is called 
a£ts, ** That all Staple Wares 



cc 



Staph Wares to be 

exported by Mer- 
chants - St rV7'/g iVJ 

only. 



intended to be exported, lliallfirft be brought to fome of the above-named Placies only, where the 



then 



CC 



King EJirard Ill's 
Licence for die Gcz~ 

t 'thins to come and 
buy !f'cof 9 Ltack<r y 
and L*-' :d\v\ Etr'lamL 



remained as a Staple. 

It was alfocna&cd in this Year, (Cap- v, and vi>) that none of the King's Judges or Min liters 
{hall take Cognizance of Things belonging to the laid Staples? which fhall be left imirely to the 
Cognizance of the Mayor and Minifiers of thofe Staples? who were diftin£t and different from the 
Mayor and Magiftrates of thofe refpeftive Corporations where the Staples were cltablifhcd the 
former being governed by the Law-Merchant in all their Proceedings, 

And (ibidem? Ftvdera? FoL 762.) King Edward III. 6C grants his Froteftion and Liberty of Com- 
merce to the Merchants of Catalonia? Subje£ts of his Kinfman, the King of Slrragon? viz. That 



cc 



cc 



they may freely reJbrt to Englam 
" Leather? and Lead?' but not one * 



The State of die 
well em Suburb of 

Lnu Jan f without 

7 < m}lc-bar 



rel 
Fol 



nd? with their Ships and Merchandize, and there buy IVool? 
t Word ftipulaccd for Englijb Merchants referring to Catalonia. 

* 

Althouo-h we induftrioufly avoid the repeating what the Hiftoriographcrs of London generally 



of 




7'hc great Rcfort to 

the Stap.'e at IVcJi- 

The Condition of 
the famous Street 
now called the 

S:ran. 



our luuitnous metropolis, jlu is uu wummn^ ^TJT ~, , " T^.-Y* 5 

cc For layincr a Tax of 3^ on every Sack [Serplaritnu] of //W, and every 300 of Woolfels\ 
« 6 J. on every Lall of Leather? 4^ on every Fodder [Gnra/*] of Z.aw/, 4^ on every Ton of 
« Wine • and one Halfpenny on every twenty Shillings Value of all other Goods carried either by 
« Land or Water to the &<7p/<? of JVcftminfler? in order for repairing the Highway leading from the 
« Gate of London? called Temple-bar* to the Gate of the at Weftmmftcr? that Highway 

k e - m __ 1 -l„ ^fr.^^r r»arrc and Hnrfes. carrviner Merchandize and Provifions to 



cc 



cc 



Men and Carriages. And as the Proprietors of Houie 




Means of the laid Staple? crreatJy raiica tneir Irenes, mc 

Way 



Way 



A Dcfign for a 

U c at If ejfftt i njl er 



cc 



are fliould be paved anew "out of the faid Duties 5 and the Remainder of the faid Duties 
fliniilrf be armlied towards the ereffinr a Bridge near the Royal Palace */ Weftmmfter, for the Con- 




Bridge 



% Ttixpl^ba^% Anti- 
quity a& a Gate, 



• 

From this Record we learn, I. That the Gate ftill called Tewple-bm; as a weflrrn Boundary of the 



Bou 



The Street called the 

'V« of London not 

y et built up. 



uar is ano or grcuc jrvuuLiun-y, mm 1* ' s rKr . nr u„ D a w . 

Rcafon for erefUng a Gate, or other eminent Boundary, there, and alio at all the other Bais , 

at leaft it would greatly add to the Grandeur and Ornament of the dry. 

II That all the Highway or Road between temple-bar and Wcfiminfler? now the fine Street 

JL dl'c-Ww, was So, in built on. but ntay be caUed . mete Country ^oad 



JVeftminfti 



l '\ •••'•G f/.-. 



creeled 



was ftill 



we are 



The *t. p»'.' at 

i!i-'h.cr-.dk that 
t i -. 



ether the Village of lying partly in the Way to Wtf»™ft" { 

in being, or how and when it came to decay, we cannot determine PJ«^y* Shears its 
certain There was once fuch a Village, which had a Crofs m .t, whew &lU ^ 
Name, which Crofs was not removed till about the Middle oi: the XVIlth Ucntury. 

111. That theereamgofthe^forWool, Cfc. ^^^''S^tfbSi^ 
co that royal Village, that it thereby grew up to a pretty good Town ^ ,n ^ l ^ the 
other Dependence but the royal Refidcnce fometimes, and fome larc ot tnc ic , i 
large atljacent Abbey, together with its Vicinity to the City of London. 

,ai„s of the Place where this Staple was kept ^^SSS^^S, 
rronting the Thames, were in being till the Year «74»» W,K " ™*J. . p , £ cc till chat Year, re- 
Room For the Abutment of the new Bridge crofs the Ibames ; an d the U «*, tu fer 

nt Name of the Wool-Staple, as appears alfo by the hilt ivee o 



tame 



d th 



e 



irrecling the faid new Bridge. 

IV. Although the Suburb 

hie, that, even prior 



City wedward, from its proper Wall and principal ^ tc >™™«Xcowt Parliarnent-houfc, and 
bar, was built up and well inhabited, as lying nearcft to t ™^S^„ for ' che Coronation of King 
Courts of Tuftice. Flcct-fircet is particularly named in the Piocciuon ur 



Courts of Juflice 
RicbaTd II. 1377 



It 
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OF THE ORIGIN OF COMMERCE; -~&c.' 

\ p. I lc does not appear, that the prcfent Pomerium, or Bounds of this noble City beyond its an- 



185 




although the City's Hiftoriographers have not been able to fix the precife Times when lb done. 
About this Time, the Republic of Genoa* by reafbn of its many and violent civil and intcfline 

G two's intcftine 

Broils, yielded the Sovereignty of their State to John Vifconti, Duke of Milam Broil* made them 

* ss _ .1 f».-j«l n'liJr h or.idi!- 



the 
whe 




Head or Doge. This very odd Method of Government could not fail to debilitate that State, 
and was one Caufe of the gradual Declenfion of their former great maritime Strength, which, 
towards the Clolc of this Century, began to be more perceptible, though Hill very great. 



Manufacture 



doubtlefs, at lirft, diminifli the The Ground-, for 




» » - 1 <tv * • £ 

of one Halfpenny per Cloth. 
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ct lawfully gauged by the King's Gauge rs, or their Deputies ; and if any Perfon lhall obftrudfc 
tc or hinder his own Wines from being gauged, he fhall forfeit his faid Wine*, anU 0*: farther 
cc profecuted as the King fhall think fit which leems to imply that this Art was but lately intro- 
duced. That v/c may not again recur to this Point, we fhall here farther not-*, that, by the 
AcT: of the 4th Year of King Richard II. (Cap. i.) Gauging was extended to Vinegar, Oil, Ho 



and n Pif»«t I \\\ m ry 

of l^i^;^' in 



ney, cf?<\ yet by the 14th of that King, (Cap. viii.) Jihenijh Wines are excepted. JLaftiy, by I**** 
the 31ft of Queen Elizabeth? (Cap. viii.) .Brewers are prohibited from felling any Beer or Ale in 
Cafks, till thole Caflcs fhall be firfl: legally gauged, and the Contents of each Ca/k marked thereon 
by the Coopers Company. This ingenious mathematical Art has, fince that Time, been very 
greatly improved in England, more efpecially fince the firfl: legal Eflabiifhmcnt of the Duty of 
Excife, Anno 1660. 



In this Year [the 28th Year of King Edward III.] we have, from a Record in the Exchequ 
publifhed in alnioft all the general Hillories of England, the general Balance of the Commerce 



England for the faid Year, viz. 

1. Exported from England to all foreign Parts, to the Value of 

2. Imported during the faid Year - 

3. The Balance gained this Year by England is ri 



:r, The general Balance^ 

of of the Commerce of 
England mr one 
Ycai ureal v naiufui 



294,184 17 2 

38,070 3 6 



255,214 13 S 

3 



4. Which Balance, multiplied by 3, gives the Sum in modern Money - 



765,644 1 o 



$3* This was a very great Balance in Favour of England, more efpecially as it arofe almoll 
wholly from our own rough Materials of JVool, Woolfels, Leather, Lead, and 77;/, we ha vino- 
then had nc exportable Manufactures of our own, excepting feme coarfe Woollen Cloth, a lace 
Manufacture too, and fome Worfteds but were flill obliged to take the greateJt Part of 
our fine IVoollen and Linnen Cloth from the Netherlands* 

fcj* Upon this noble Balance in our Favour, Sir William "Temple (in his Account of the United ^ir in.:-*-. T, v;..V 
Netherlands, Chap, vi.) rightly obferves, "That there mdft have entered into England, durino- judicious Remark o 
" this Year, either in Coin or Bullion, or elfe (which comes out the fame) there mull* have grown d "* Balance - 
" a Debt to the Nation of juft lb much as that Balance amounted to." 

But this general Account will be farther very much illuftrated by the following particular 
one, of both our Exports and Imports for the faid Year, viz. 0 



3 

on 



E 



X 



P 



O 



R 



T 



S. 



Cwt. 
2. 

3- 
1 6 j. 

4- 



31,651 i Sacks of Wool, at 61. per Sack-, and 3036 Cwt. and 65 Fells, each? 
being fix Score, at 40 J. per Cwt. with the Cuftoms, &c. thereon, amounted to} 277 ' 
Leather, with its Cuftom, 



s. d. 



q Particulars of the 

J faid hxfer/j ai.d 



4774 -1 coarfe Cloths, at 40 s. per Cloth, and 806 1 4. Pieces of Worftcd, at 
8 d. per Piece _ _ _ _ „ 

Cuftom thereon 




96 2 6 1 H. 

16,266 iS 4 



2 1 n 



'3 



Total Exports, as before, (with the Duties thereon) - 



294,184 17 2 
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IMPORTS. L s . dAA.K. 

i , 1831 fine Cloths, at 6 /. iter Cloth, which, with the Cuftoms, comes to 11,082 12 oKir.. 



2. 397 Cwt. 3 Quarters of Wax, at 40 j. Cwt; which, with the Cuftoms, ^ 8 ^ 



7 5 



comes to - - - - - - - ~ - - 

3. 1829 Tons of Wine, at 404. per Ton, which* with the Cuftoms, comes to 3841 19 0 

4. Linnen Cloth, Mercery, Grocery, and all other Wares whatever - - 22,943 6 10 

5. On which the Cuftom was - - ~ - - - - 



Total Imports, as before, 



285 18 3 
38,970 3 6 



Sir William Temple's 
farther Remarks <* 
thereon- cc 



very 
Neig 
r W; 



" Heart of Spain. 



v — o * w "j'*v 

fo much more than we bought, even 
carried our victorious Arms into the 
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Our Imports fcarcc * n -Account the Imparls arc not one fevcnlh Part of the Exports? than which nothing can 

one fevtiuh Part of better teftify the Moderation and Sobriety of that Age, compared with our modern luxurious 
our Exports. Times ? whether we confider the fmall Quantity of the Wines alone, though poficfled of the belt 

Wine-Province of France? or the other Articles of Linnen, Grocery, Mercery, £s?<r. 

/- s. d. 

The Amount of the i • The whole Cuftoms, both outward and inward, amounted to - - 82,426 18 jo 

yearly Cuftoms of f I Z. L S* d. 

Wool exported from 2m The Cuftom of all the imported Goods was only - 580 6 8 

England. ^ CuftomS Oil Exports Was - - - - - 81,846 17. 

Remarks on the then The Cuftom of the Wool and Fells alone amounted to 81,624/. is. id. This, it is true, was 
Cmiom on M'aai \ and the Reverie of modern Policy, which, in all the Countries of Europe? very rightly makes t he 
wh.it it would be Cuftoms eafy on Home Commodities exported, and lays the Burden on foreign Commodities 
worth in our Days. im p ortec i : But, in thofe Times, the Cuftom on Wool was the main Revenue of the Crown of 

England? belide the King's Demefne-Lands. This Cuftom alone came to about 412,134/. 145. zd. 
of our Money, and their Money would Hill have gone five Times as far then as the like nominal 



Sum, to be railed and laid out m our Time. 



Sir iVzUiam Temple's W l l at 
Remarks on nation 



and ought 
id Riches, 



Luxu-yxnA Pmd'ga- an d, at the feme Time, of the Frugality and Parjimony of the Hollanders) «' It will thence appear, 
*CT« « t | la t y^/wtf of our Maxims are not fo certain as they are current in our common Politics : As, 

«' That Example and Encouragement of Excefs and Luxury, if employed in the Confutation cf native 
« Commodities, is of Advantage to Trade. It may be fo, to that which impovcrillies, but not to 
« that which enriches, a Country. It is, indeed, lefs prejudicial, if it lies in naltve than ir m 




idle rerions, yet tne junicacion win mn miu «.« ^ B .^, — ~- — : "T r ~' „ „ . ,„ 
" duftry the Nation fubfifts. And befides, the more of our own we fpencl, the lefs we Ihall have 



cc to lend abroad; *~ — — — r — - , , r A . , 

« much more than we /*//, we fhall come to be poor." [Patrem-famthas vendacem ede, ™» »> - 
cem, oportetA Some have carried the Value of our Wool io high, as to have equalled Half the 
Value of our Lands in the Time of King Edward I. but, by the Increafc or our Stock of Peo- 
ple, and of our Commerce, it was natural for the yearly Value ot our Lands, m after I imts, 

*f-* rrr>v thi* .^t-nrt- nf fhr vr*nrlv Value of our Wool. 



$3* We fliall here note what o 
s. « "That the Subjidy of Wools. 



Sir Rohert Cd/Ws 
Remark, that the 

SuhfiJyoK West, as « TTT.^ wpre a- ran ted for his Wars 



I 



well as the <c and that t h ey proceeded of Goodwill* and not of Duty, and therefore, m the '3^ 2 I 

WftW^Daiy, and i ft of Henry V. they were granted fo, in exprefs (Fords Precedents of which Nature an 
tt^lSS:.!- plenrifuVi° tfe R'olls. tie had jSft hrfh^ fiidJ ^ that hence alfo," [viz. for the Defend of it. 

and Tenths were StateX ^ * " - ^ 



and to King Edivard 1 . 



to Kin» /y^/ry II. 7^//, and Henry ill. ana to xvmg /-«w«/ « * 

granted by Parlia. « ° Fi f tee „ths and ^«/^, for his Wars a^ainft the and Welfhrnen." (Col torn 1 oJWnmo 

mcnt, purely lor Uc- -* 
fenct- of the Realm, 1 • J 7 2 * J 



and Liberty of the 

People, wiih Re- And. 

marks. 



thus our Anceftors, the Reprefentativcs of the Nation, frequently f^ffj]^ Hf^kh 
Right of giving Supplies to^the Crown, either, LFor^ofd«^W 



and y«/i _ _ 

was moftly pernicious to the Nation] ror wot w» m — - —- - kuMrefR. 

the iUfefot «W CW"; fuch as, the Expulfion of the Jews , and tl^W^ 

^#'s Herefy, as it was then called, given both by Clergy and Laity. IV.. Tor ^buppc 
the if w« and the Liberties of the NatioS, fuch as that for Or 
fundry Kings Reigns , and alfo for the Execution of the Laws agam ft the Kmg ^f 



HI. For what they rfoa called 



gether, that other Matters may not be elfewhcre interrupted by thum *"°» n c 
and Liberty of the People have, in all Countries and Ages, had lo great an Influence 
merce, Points relating thereto are furely highly proper tor our jSoticc. 



2 



It 

I 
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It is more than barely probable, that Iron-Stone has been dug, and Iron made and manufactured W probably alwaya 



Works 



Works 



er irarcs; wnere cncxr tb< r Time of the 

&? C m relating to thole mans, and is now fo 

r Times. Yet we do bid to be exported 



Metal 



« carried out of the Realm, on Pain of forfeiting double the Value exported V* Iron being, at 
this Time, enhanced in Price by fuch as had the tfofieffion of it. 



In the fifth Tome* Fol. 778, of the Fcvdcra* we have a Precept of King Edward III. tc dire£t- The Tempi* Water. 
« ing the Prwr 0/ 5/. John 0/ Jerufalem," (on whofe military Order the Eftates of the Knights Stairs and GalCf 
Templars were moftly beftowed, when that Order was diflblved) cc to repair the Bridge of the lhcir Hl - v ' 
« New-Temple" [f. the Water-Stairs, and adjoining Caufeway] that Place being the great 
Watcr-paflage between the City and Suburbs of London* and the Village or Town of TVeJlminJler- 

« From whirh TCrirlor* " ffiivs rh<» Kino-"> <c fo manv o-rear Perfons and others ero bv Water to 
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Streets whlnn, and others very near the City, where formerly flood the Palaces of many great no V ery old Date 
Lords and Biihops * though they have moftly long fince, and others more lately, removed far- 
ther weflward : Such as DcvonJljire-Sf£udrc* Baynard* s-Cajllc* Wincbeftcr-Street^ Brtdgwater-Sqtiare* 
Dorfet-Gardens* Hat ton-Garden* Bangor-Court* [in Shoe-Lane] Chich eft er -Rents* [in Chancery-Lane] 
London- /Jonfc and Skafljbury-lloufe* [in Sllderfgatc-Street] Lincoln 7 s-Inn* and fundry other Places. 

The olet College of the Templars (ufnally called the Old Temple) ftood (as we have ellewhere 
noted) jufl by Holbonrn-Bar* and was deferted by thole Knights, before their Fall, for the Sake 
of the better- Site of the New T cmple* lying partly within and partly without Temple-bar. So 
many, and almofl furprizing, are the Changes which London* and all other great Cities of Eu- 
rope* have undergone in various Periods of Time. Who, for Inftancc, that knows only the prefent 
State of that Street of the City of London* named Barbican* could well imagine, that a Prince of the 
Blood-royal, and Son to an Elector of the German Empire, (Prince Rupert* Duke of Cumberland) 
fhould have, but eighty Years ago, inhabited in that now mean and dirty Street, fo lately as the 
Reign of King Charles II. and alfo the Earl of Bridgwater the oppofite Side of that Street* till 
his Houfe was burned down in 1683 * the Earl of Shaftflmry\ &c. in Alderfgatc-Slrcct , the Dukes 
of Newcajlle and Albemarle, the Earl of Ailejbtoy* Lord Berkley* &c. in Clerkcnwell ? 



"ter the Money or Coin of England and Scotland had remained the very fame in Weight* Fine- Scotland firft begins 
Name^ and StamtK from the Reiorn of Kinp- Alexander I. 



Ki 



enmir 
ilrefle 



of Scotland* (who married Sibilla* to debafe its Money, 

when we firft find a Dif- whteh tin 

r 1 1 . 1 been, in aUrteipccts 

occafioned by the Di- lhe ramc ^ E £. tjA 
zander III. who thereby Money. 




n to coin either baferor clfe lighter Money than the Coin of England., tho* I ^ w 

the ancient Denominations of England's "Coin. For, in the fifth Volume, Fol. 789, of thc^Far- 

ler this Year, the Ranfom agreed to be paid to King Edward III. by King David Bruce II. 
id^ for bcintr delivered from his long- Captivity in Emvland* is called 00,000 Marks Ster- 



ling. 



813) Kin 



Money 



new 



of Northumberland. 



cc 



cc 

cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 



" The King to the Sheriff of Northumberland" [In Subftance.] 
The ancient Money ot Scotland was, till thele Times, of the fame Weight and Allay as our And King E^av-z 
Sterling Money of England* and for that Reafon it did ever pals current in England; But there Hi's Order there- 
being new Money now coined in Scotland, in Name and Form like the old Coin, but of lefs u P on - 
Weight and of bafer Allay, which now pafles current in England. And whereas, the longer 
fufrcring of the faid Money to go current in England* will manifeftly tend to the great Decep- 
tion and Lofs of us and our People, and the Deftruftion of our faid Englijh Money ; we hereby 
injoin you to make Proclamation, &c. That none of that new Money of Scotland be taken hi 
Payment, othcrwife than as Bullion* to be recoined in our Mint : But the old Scotijh Money 
fhall Hill continue to be current in England* as before." 

Ruddimatfs learned Preface to Anderfcrt % Thefanrus Diplomatum et Numifinatum Scbtire- (already How the c n// came 



Miftal 



to debafe their Coin. 



cc 



cc 



cc 



tt 



with England* and the Captivity of their faid King, whofe Ranfom made them coin their Pound : V' d lh 5 Hro e rc,v 
into 29 Shillings and Four-pence- and the Scotijh Ounce of Silver, which, in the Time of ll ° rC °" 
David I. contained but 20 Pence, and, in King Robert Brute's Time, 21 Pence, was, in the 



Reign of King Robert III. (Anno 1393) coined into 32 Pence." And thus gradually the Scots 
went on leffening the Value, but (till keeping up the Denomination of their Money, till, at 
length, we lhaH fee, it funk to one twelfth Part of the Value of the Money of England of the 
fame Denomination ; and lb it remained till the confolidating of the two Kingdoms, Anno 1 707. 

In this fame Year, an Att: of the Englijh Parliament (Cap. xx.) prohibited the makino- of any The Method (til! in 
Goldfmittfs Work, either in Gold or Silver* under legal Allay, viz. Gold of a certain Touch* and LU * 2* G ° ! £ 
Silver of the Sterling Allay* both which were to be property marked or flumped, after being 

aflaved 



i88 



N 



T 
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affayed by the Goldfhtitbs Company. This fliews the Antiquity of the prefent Method 
ing of both Plate and Bullion. 



Book III 



Genoa* ftill potent In 
Shipping, get* two 
files in the Anhspe- 
tago, and takes T ri- 
pott in Betrltztr; . 



The Genoefe were ftill fo potent in Shipping, that having, in the Year X355? affiftcd Calojohn 
the Greek Emperor, againft Cantaansene, they thereby obtained of'him the Iflfes of Lejbor and 
Mittylenc. In the fame Year they, with fifteen 
chaos to the piratical Corfairs of 



A. D. 



355 



Gallies, commanded by Philip Doria y gave 
arbary* who very much dilturbed the Mediterranean Sea, and 
drove them into the Port of Tripoli in Barbary? which they lilcewifc aflaultcd and took,* and re- 
turned Home with a great Booty. This is the fir ft Account we have met with of the "Tripolincs 

Ifripofy was not then fo well fortified as at prcfent, othenvifc 



becoming Corfairs 



It is likely 



•\ Comp *riPm of the 
proportiimnb e ln- 
creufe of the Cities 
of Lou son an«i t*§trij 9 
ftom this Year to 

die prefciiC Time. 



thole fifteen Gallies, tho' probably well ftockcel with Men, &c. could hardly have taken it, 

If Voltaire (in his General Hi/lory Europe, from Charlcmain to the Emperor Charles V.) 




Tho Ot* w/"V Con- 

ilitutmn, a» it at 
thib Day. tin: cita- 
bliihed by tli^ 



bilicy, &c. lie aflerts, that c€ JParrs 9 at that Time, was become lb formidable a City, as to con- 
cc tain 50,000 Men able to bear Arms." So that, eve*"*, allowing for the Servants of Noblemen 
and Gentlemen, always numerous in capital Cities, Paris muft then have probably contained at 
Icaft 200,000 Souls 5 [lee a near Confirmation of Paris*s Greatnefs by Bolero? fab Anno 1590.] 
which probably was at Ieaft twice as many as London then contained. Thus has Paris? in 400 Years 
Space, increafed to the Magnitude of thrice and a Quarter of its then Bulk, or to about 750,000 
Souls ? whereas London has, in that Space of Time, increafed to an oftuplc Proportion to its 
then Bulk, or to about Soo,ooo Souls. 

Germany may now be laid to have put on a new and happier Appearance under the Emperor 
Charles IV. when the celebrated Att or Conftkution known by the Name of the Golden-Bull? was 
firft promulgated at Nurenbcrg in a general Dyet of the Empire, confifting of Princes and Pre- 
lates, and of Deputies from the imperial or free Cities ; which laft-named Deputies, it is laid, were 
on this great Occafion admitted to vote, for the firft Time? in the imperial Dyet. By this famous 
Bull? in fome Meafure refembling the Englip Magna-Cbarta^ the Number of the Electors of the 
Emperors was folernnly fixed and confirmed to Jeoen ? and fundry other important Regulations 
were thereby alfo made, whereby a more fettled and permanent Form of the Conftkution of 
the Germanic Empire was eftablilhed, as it remains at this Day. 



l 3 



56 



T 




itf^foV^ *357> went much farther in favour of that Town, by abfolutely grantmg to the 

cw,fcc. ° Burgeffes [fo they are therein filled] of that Town the Caftle Moore and Caftlc Field in Propriety, 

for the Purpofes of their digging of Coals? Stone? and Slate? for their own Ufe. 
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Some C.al: exported 
f 10:11 Sc- --::*;}:£ to 
2 ****** % ;«liho' ihnt 

City was liipplsct 
by ft'er t f \ -tet in 

its own Ncighboui- 
hoiui. 

The Weight of n 
*»«n*k fit • v/ ii»;.iin 
aft ei tamed ; and 
Dt-ttt.-fis a< well ;is 
j'l.icns may now ex- 
|«ort // 00/ anil Lta- 
<f'v#, the C.ufi'.m of 
b»»th which ii m\v 
fixe 'J. 



Although 



Yet it does not however as yet appear that they exported much Coal beyond Sea : 
probably they might have fome Trade with Coal to London ? round about which City, as elfewhere 
noted, there were many Forefts? Woods? and Coppices? which had hitherto iupplicd it «M*h 
Wood Fewel, moft of which arc long fincc grubbed up and turned into either 
Arable. 



fupplying liimfclf with Money •? and probably the 
them. He had pafied an A£t called the Statute of 
Number of Staple Towns and Ports in E 

be exported, and that too by Merchant s-St. - , _ . 

bablv was to try whether he could increafe the Revenue farther that way than in the old Me- 
thod of direftly fending the Wool to the Ports of Flanders and Brabant. By the/bove-named 
Aft of this xxxift Year, Leave is granted to Denizens? a? well as Aliens, to export /' ™<>/ a Vfz 



This pro- 




We 



ht, according to the vveignt or lik. ^^"^ J r V 

by the faid Statute-Staple? which is alio confirmed by an 



Thr S/^.-tr- '/ tfrr- 

pi cut and lauious 
77- 1 »*# *'t> F - *' iegu- 
l.i ted by t 




at its greatcft Height) but likewife thole of Venue, Florence, and Genoa* in a great degree 



called of Herrings made. For pro- 
to meet the Herring Fi fliers coming 



In the faid xxxifl: Year of King EdwardllX. was the Statute 
hibiting the People of Grcal-Tarmoutb from going out to Sea whL>reDV . lllo 

to Tarmonth Fair, by which Practice they fbrclhilled the fatd Market fo, i h wnuuDj ano 
and by other fmifter Prances at that Fair, the Herri** were made dearer to AcXiy and hi, 
People. It was therefore now ena&cd, « That Herrings ihoulcl be brm ^^^,Y^ l 
- into the Haven of Yarmouth, where the Fair was kept ; and that none (ha ^\^\ 

' Manner, at a higher Puce than +oj. p^r i..m; i 

Pyker" fa Vefiel or lmall Ship then io called , 

f frejh Herring in the Haven of « betwixt ^ 
J J 6 ' - ' , c accounted Jix bcore, and the l ..'.IU /«•'/ 

" -1 b.-.ii'i-.ih'..-- 



cc 



VMgX 



any 



S 



OF T H 



ORIGIN O 



M M E R C 
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Compofition made between them and the People of Yarmouth? confirmed by the King s Grand- 
father.— Thefe Ordinances, in the Right of buying and felling of Herring* (hail be holden in 
<« all the Towns of England where Herrings are taken and fearched." 

By this and feveral other Statutes of this Reign, it appears that the Fair for Herrings in Yar- 
mouth Haven, was a very great one, which drew thither Ships and Veffels from London and many 



The 6afons of the Cinque-Paris fhall govern the Fair of Yarmouth? according to the 



The Barons of the 
Cinque-Ports were 
Governors of this 
Fair. 



Doubtful whether 

ihetc were now au 



Yet it does not clearly appear from any Words in thofe Statutes, that at this ^" n £ ^'hem^crn 

~ * " " f Senfe of that V/oxd. 



other Parts. ... 

Time there were any pickled or faked Herrings wet in Barrels for the frejh Herrings above-men- 
tioned, fcem only oppofed to Herrings faked to be made into Red Herrings. 

By the faid Statutes it likewife appears, that there was then a vaft Fifhery on the Norfolk J^f^Sty* 
Coaft in general, as well for Cod, Ling? &cc. as for Herrings : And that the Ports of Norfolk? bv lhc Fifhery, t ho' 
fuch as Blakeney? Clay? Cromer? &cc. had at this Time many Ships? Doggers? and other fiiliing Vef- afterward they came 
fels, and were very thriving Towns. But when the Dutch ftruck fo much into the Fifhery, thofe to Decay, 



Man 



hereafter find Money 
Parliament for the Relief of fuch decayed Towns. 

In the faid xxxifl: of Edward III. Cap. ii. ther 
" Hooks, nor other Inftruments for die Fifhery in the County of Norfolk? excepting Owners, 
cc Matters* and Mariners of Ships ufing the Filhery, upon pain of Impriibnment, &?r. ,J Which 
probably was defigncd for the better keeping the Art and Miliery of th£ Fifhery from being 
communicated to other Nations. 

In thefe Times (as we have partly noted under the Year 1335) there leems to have been a 
confiderable Commerce between Venice and the Netherlands. In the Vlth Tome, Fol, 11, of the 
Fadera? King Edward III. in this Year, grants, at the Requelt of John, Duke (or Doge) of Venice? 
a fafe Condu£t for five Venetian Gallies, laden with Merchandise bound to Flanders ? and in the 
two following Years, for fix Gallies each Year, 
were on account of England's War with France. 



Feviee has a con- 
fiderable Loinmerce 

with F lander 



-* *• *.^» »»****■»-•*««»«— ' — 7 

Thefe I J alIes, as they are now ufually termed, 



There are many treaties m the Vth and Vlth Tomes of the Fadera? concerning the reftoring King Dm-M II. of 
of K\n S David Bruce? [or David II.] King of Scotland? to his Liberty, (whofe Queen Joanna ^S^»m 
was Sifter t6 King Edward III.) He had now been eleven Years a Prisoner in England. And in 9c ',coo lo IOOlOCO 
FoL 46 of Vol. VL we find it effected in this Year 1357, after hisRanfom (formerly agreed, Anno Marks, and puuetu- 
*354> to be 90,000 Marks) was raifed to 100,000 Marks, (again for a Reafon already afligned ally paid up. 
named Sterling) [ftill equal to 250,000 Marks of modern Money] to be paid in ten yearly Pay- 
ments of 10,000 Marks yearly. By this laft Agreement, King Edward III. bound a Number of 
the Nobility of Scotland? and alfo three Aldermen, Burghers or Merchants of each of the three 
following Towns, viz. Edinburgh? Perth? and Aberdeen? and two from each of the lowns of 
Dundee? Innerkei thing? Car ail? Cozupcr? St. Andrews? Sterling? Montr of e? Linlithgow? Hadington? Dun- 
barton? Rtitherglen? Lauerk? Dumfries? and Peebles? under their Hands and Seals, and the Seals of 
thole Corporations, to make good the faid Payments. For which alfo certain great Men, therein 
named by Edward? were to remain as Hoftages. The fine modern Ciry of Glajgow? which has 
fince outdone all the Scotijh Towns in Commerce, and all but Edinburgh in point of Magnitude > 
not being herein named, makes it probable that it was not then confiderable enough to be made 
one of thofe cautionary Towns. In the faid Vlth Tome, under the Year 1360, we find the Scots 
had paid up the firfl: three Payments, amounting to 30,000 Marks. And altho* Dr. Drake? in 
his Hijloria Anglo-Scotica? (who had not the Fadera to let him right) fays, that it does not appear 
in Hiftory how this Ranfom was paid yet in a Treaty between thofe two Kings, after David's 
Arrival in Scotland? [as in Fadera? Vol. VI. p. 468, 493, 550, and 774-] he, by the Advice of the 
States, agreed to pay Edward 100,000/. Sterling (Anno 1365.) in fundry Payments, on condi- 



tion of renewing the Truce for 25 Years, 
reduced to 20,000 Marks. 



Which Debt, by gradual Payments, was, Anno 1377, 
For King Robert II. [Stuart] who had married Margery Bruce? (half 



Sifter to the faid David IL) fucceeding him, Anno 1370, continued thofe Payments punftually, 
.as appears in Vol. VII. Fol. 152, of the Ftedcra? fub Anno 1377 ; and laftly, in Vol. VII. p. 417, 
'there is a full Difchame for the whole. 



Mr. 



arnes?^ in his Hiftory of King Edward III. quotes Knighton? That King David II. of 
Scotland came in the Year 135S to vifit King Edward? and defired of him, IC That the Merchants 
u of Scotland might freely traffick in England? as the Englijb Merchants ihould alfo do in Scot- 
" land? as one Nation and People, — and diat their Money might be current with ours? 
u with theirs j~ which was granted." 



in 

and ours 
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^ Befide the incorporated Company of the Merchants of the Staple of England, which managed 
the Bufinefs of the Exportation ot what was at this Time the itaple Merchandize of the King- 
dom in the various Methods already recited, there ftarted up a Society of Merchants ftiled, now 
and long after, The Brotherhood of St. Thomas Becket y from which Society fprung the Company 
M' FellawJhip of the Merchants- Adventurers of England, whofe Secretary, Wheeler? in his Vindication 
of this new Company, (in 4to. Anno 1601.) fays, That in the Year 1358, they received ample 
Privileges from Louis Count of Flanders? for fixing their Houfe or Staple for Englijh woollen Cloth 
at Bruges? whereby, fays Winder? a great Concourfe of Merchants was drawn to that City from all 
Parts of Europe. Yet from the more authentic and undoubted Authority of the Fcedera? we have 
icen that, as far back as the Year 1341, King Eduddrd III. fixed the Staple for Wool? Leather? 
Lead? and Thu at the faid City of Bruges which doubtlcfs brought much Commerce and 
Wealth into Flanders? wliiKl it remained there 
Vol. I. 



A new Society oF 
Englijb Merchants 
named oTSt. Thorn ax 
Bccfat, fettles their 

Exportation of 
En^li/h Cloth to be 

at Brugrj, and from 
thefe fprung the 

Company of Merchants 
sta<veKtureri. 
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And 



N 
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The lall named new 
Society gradually 
reduced the Com- 
pany of the Staple 
to nothing* 




Book lit. 



The Pence made 
bet ire c ti Hugh i *i ./ 
and France ac Bre- 



this Time was ,n great Quanuues exported, they were therefore doubtlcfs greatly inSStoS 
in enriching of Bruges As our IVool became more and more employed or worked „p 5?E££ 

rTj?** 9 - thlS f l - SOClC H grCW c!aUy m0re int ° Crcdic > until - ™ le «gth, engroffin. Ki 

2 U ^VT ' ieU ' °T ¥ a » a S™» the firft and mdft ancient Corporation 8 ^ Sf^l & 

or dwindled to what we lee it at this Day, a mere nothing. ^ ItU 

King Til's Conditions for the Releafe of John the French King, and for a Peace with 

that Kingdom, being rejecled by the States of France, as being too hard to be complied withi 

±,divard prepared an army of 100,000 Men to invade /™»«. w l,irh h» f ,-, n f, a L « .»l 

w/V£ to Calais with 



t 



I 
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a Fleet of noo Sail of Ships. Yet the next Year the famous Treaty of r** 

Tj) Was Concluded hptwtvn tlir- rwr» TSJot- ^t-io *. r U:^K ^ — T»: _ . 3 01 



Befide the many fine Provinces and Cities 
)L 178 to 196 of the luvdera) -were yielded 
r the Ranfom of his Pcrfon three Millions of 



in 



France which by this Treaty (as per Vol. VI. 



( 



Tranee bem^ or able 
to pay their K ing 
"Job*?* Ranfom, lor 
which ( 'aufr the 

y*"sov were recalled 
into Fttti'c. 
Lent^fr Monty coin* 
cJ in France. 



- \17 ex P reues 11 ) two or which were equal to an Euglijb Noble, [i.e. 6 s. 8<n So that 
this Ranfom was almoft equal to 500,000/. Sterling of the then Money; which havine ftill 
very near thrice the Quantity of Silver that our modern Pound contains, was near equal to one 
Million and an half of our prefent Sterling Money. A vaft Sum indeed for thofe Times, had ic 

been duly paid. Of thele three Tk "'"" " 

which Sum, Voltaire (in his Ge 
" could not furnifli. So that 



Mill 



CC 



so mat tliey were obliged to recall the Jems* and to fell „^ XUV1 

lege of living and trading in France. The King himfelf was reduced to the Neceffity of pay J 
ing tor the Neceflanes ot his Houfliold in Leather Money, in the Middle whereof there was V 
little Nad of Silver." Authors are not agreed concerning the true Motive ol 



concerning the true Motive of King John** re- 
ranilation of Mathicu's Hiftory of King Louis XL 
th] and fome other Authors, fay, that not beinp- 



Frances Scarcity of 
Money, whiiil 'fralt 
accumulates aim nil 
nil the Golan f Europe 
by its valt Com- 
merce nncl rich Ma- 
nufatcluro. 



Mathic. 



. - & 1V "> L|112 > uttauoii, lonie xnrances or tne scarcity or 

Money in France about this Time, from the fmall Portions and Dowerics of the Sons and 
Daughters of that Crown : Such as. that ct 



cc 



cc 



cc 



Commerce and Ma- 
nufactures will ever 
con Hi tine the great 
Difference between 



Ifabella 

with a Dov/ery of but 1800/. Sterling. And Charles Count de Valois had but die Value of 
1000/. Sterling yearly Rent for his Portion. Gold was at this Time very .fcarce in France* 
nor had they plenty of it afterward but by their Traffick with Italy which laft-namcd Coun- 
cc try had, by its great Traffick, in a manner ftored up all the Gold of Europe, infomuch, that 
tc whilft the Kings of France could give at moft but about 6000/. Sterling of Portion with 
ce their Daughters, a Duke of Milan [Vifconti] gave 200,000 Crowns" [Gold Florins it fhould 
be,^ as will foon be fliewn] cc with his Daughter to Lionel Duke of Clarence* Son to Edward III. 

~ " Such, in thofe Days, was the vaft Difference between Italy enjoying an 

cxrennvc commerce and fupplying the reft of Europe with the richeft Manufadturcs and the Pro- 
du£t of the Eajl* and France, naturally an excellent and plentiful Country, but. which had then 
neither Commerce nor Manufactures. And fuch will ever, more or lefs, be the Cafe in the com- 



* ^ — — — — — — 

King of England" 



Nation*, tho' other- neitner commerce nor 

wife equally fertile parifon between all Countries whatever, as elfewhere before remarked 



Bv the Treaty of 

B re t:g >. y, Fr.i . cs 
agreed to abandon 
Srotleind y as England 
did 10 abandon 

F* anatrs* 



By the (aid Treaty of Bretigny* the King of France, for himfelf and Succeflbrs, agreed to aban- 
don Scotland, and not to aid that Kingdom, nor make any Alliance with it for the future againft 
the Kingdom of England. On the other Hand, King Edward III. for himfelf, his Son and Suc- 
ceflbrs, agreed to depart from all Alliances they had with the Flemings, and to give them no 
Aid for the future, nor make any Alliance with them hereafter againft France. Which mutual 
Stipulations do not leem to have ever been intended to be kept by either Party. 



Tbirghcrs of many 
French Towns are 
H of! age* for King 

JoAis'b Kan fon. 



DaUy Pay of 
Soldiers. 



For the more effectually fecuring the Payment of his vaft Ranfom, King John, by a feparate 
Deed, confirmed the XVIIIth Article of the Treaty of Bretigny ; which obliged him, within 
three Months after his Departure from Calais* to lend thither as Hoftages four Burghers of Paris, 
and two from each of the Towns following, viz. St. Omar, Arras* Amiens, Beauvais, Lijle, Douay* 
Tottrnay* Rheims, Chaalons, Troyes* Char Ires, Tbouloufe, Lions, Orleans, Compiegne, Rouen* Caen, 
"Tours, and Bourges , to be the moft fufficient Perfons in thofe refpe&ive Towns * (as per Vol. VI. 
Fol. 287 of the Fader a.) Over and above, feveral Princes of the Blood, and many great Lords 
of France, who likewife remained as Hoftages for this End in England Notwithstanding all 
which, 600,000 Crowns of King John's Ranfom remained unpaid when King Henry V- came to 
the Crown of England* 

In this fame Year, (tho' prior to the figning the Treaty of Bretigny) King Edward hired Sol- 

" Invafion being apprehended from the 



diets for one Month for the Defence of his Coafts, (an _ 

Dauphin, whilft his Father remained Prifoner in England) the daily Pay of which Soldiers was, 

(as in Vol. VI. Fol. 170 of the Fmdcra) . 

For a Man-at-Arms, [who ufually had two or three Men armed on foot by his Side] o 2 
For an armed Man, - ------ - - oo 

^---•-----00 



/. s. d. 

o 
6 



For an Archer, 



4 



Very large Pay, confidering the Money was ftill above a ± Times the Weight of ours at this Day, 
and would probably-go about five Times as far as in our Days ; but then it was but for one 



Month. 



In 
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Vol. VI. FqI. 172 of the Fesdcra* King Edward III. being informed, that there were Mines G*U and S/iW 
id and Silver to be found in fundry Parts of Ireland^ grants a cc Commiffion to James le 5?. i,,ei j" 



In Vol 

of Gold # _ _ ^ i(jrr ^ 

ct Botteler* Earl of Ormonde his Jufliciary of that Country, to the Archbifhop of Dublin* and to Commiffion to 
** Thomas de Baddcby* Treasurer of Ireland* to learch for and dig the faid fuppofed Mines 3 for fearch for them. 
cc his Benefit/* 



But as we hear no more of this fuppofed Riches afterwards* we may pfefume that this was a 
falfe Information. 

In this fame Year, an Aft of the -xxxvt-h of King Edward III. called the Ordinance of Herrings* 
I direfts, That inftead of the Reftraints hitherto laid on Fiihers and Buyers of Herrings at the 
Fairs of Tarmotith* it was ordained, " That in lieu of confining the Sale of Herrings daily to 
" the Time between Sun-rifing and Sun-fet* and the Power affumed by the Hofts of the Town 
of Tarmotith* who lodged the Fifhers for Herrings, of diredfcing the Sale of them, whereby 
the Prices vjrjcrc greatly railed above the former Prices ; all Pcrfbns whatever were now to b.e 
c£ at Liberty, to buy Herrings openly at Yarmouth Fair, but not privily. None fhall bid upon 



cc 



cc 



another till he has done 9 and Herrings may be fold by Fifhers at any Time or Hour." 



We have feen under the Years 1280, 1295, and 1348, that the Vandalk Hanfe-Towns* (u e. A powerful Con fc- 
thofe fkuated on the North Siiores of Germany on the Baltic Sea) were become very potent in foV DefVn^e" 

Shipping, fo as to make fuccefsful Oppofkion to the Crowns of Norway and Denmark? when im- of Navigation and 
poftng unreafonable Tolls* Cujtoms* and other Hardfhips on them, not being afraid to wage even Commerce 
a formal naval War again ft fo powerful a Prince as IValdemar III. King of Denmark* of which 
the moft authentic Hiltorians of the northern Crowns give particular Accounts. Thofe Van- 
dalic Cities had a federal Union in relation to the mutual Defence of their Commerce long be- 
fore this Time Neverthelefs, from what the great Penfionary De Witt writes on this Subjedt, 
in his Book of the lnterefi of Holland* [Part I. Chap, xi.] one would fufpedt they had not been 
before fo cloiely united until this Year 1360. His Words are, — ct And feeing by the Wars 
about the Year 1360, between Denmark and Sweden* the eafiern Cities on the Baltic Shores 



CC 



differed great Lofles by Sea, and, amongft others, were plundered by the famous VPifbtiy* W m *fi*t pirate* on the 
Sixty fix of their Cities covenanted together to fcower the Seas from fuch Piracies and to fe- Ua "f eatsc Shipping, 



cc cure their Goods. And thus they became and continued (in the eaftem Trade) the only Till after 1400, the 
Tralfickers and Carriers by Sea ; by that Means beating all other Nations out of the Ocean, Ha "{''f C u 'V cn .~ 
till after the Year 1400, that the Art of falting and curing of Herrings was found out in of°hc North ^^cn 
Flanders* and that thereby the Fiflieries in thefe Netherlands were added to our Manufactures j the KaherlaK.'* 



cc 
cc 
cc 



cc 



which proved, of more Importance than the Trade and Navigation of the Eafterlings" Fifhwy prevailed. 



Here we muft take the Liberty to make a few brief Remarks. I. With all due Deference Remarks on \ 
to the great Author we have jufb quoted, it is plain that there was between thofe Cities an c onfata«cy« 
Union of Counfels and Arms, at leaft 80 Years prior to this Time, for the Defence of their 
Commerce. II. That although he fays the falting (as well as curing) of Herring. — - ^ 1 



Fifh in the Manner 
rs of what our chronological Alphabet will 
rmouth^ Ritgen* Schonen* &c. that there were, 
:hofe Parts for the Sale of Herrings on board 
Purchafe of Herrings from diftant Nations 
wherefore (as already noted) they mull have had the Knowledge of falting that Fifh, tho' probably 
not fb well for their keeping any long Time, fweet, and in different Climates, as by the prefent 
Manner of curins them. 



readily fhew them 
long before this Ti 
their Shipping, wh 



Lately, whillt this federal Union was ftri£tly kept tip, the Hanfeatics were in a manner actual The 

Sovereigns of thofe northern Seas, as well without as within the Baltic: And their Ships being s . h 'P s 

very large, they became the general Carriers for a exeat Part of Europe* and their hug;e VefTell for . olh , < > r 
were moreover oftzn hired b? Princes in their Wars7 t,0nS ' wh ° alf ° hm 



hired 

them in their Wars. 



Century (nor indeed fince our King Alfi 
me Difcovery of new Countries : Only, 



We meet with nothing hitherto in this 
that has the Appearance of a Spirit of marit 

Year, Hakluyt mentions one Nicholas de Linna* a Fryar of Oxford* > v .iu »*. ^una <x ^iceil mu u- Dt . u f na % * V 
nomcr, and was faid to have made feveral Voyages to the moft northerly Iflands of the World, norchwariL ° yix ^ 
the Draughts of which he prefented to King Edioard III. But he has not faid that thofe Draughts 
are now in being. And this is all that we know of thofe Voyages, which pofiibly might Idc as 





mical Obfcrvations. 
Meurfius* in his Hi ft 



and the Coafts of Norway 



" did, 



IV aldemar 



ie City of ll^ijbuy in the Ifle of Gothland* then an Emporium m J**t% which en- 
ct very famous throughout Europe ; and having taken it, he carried off a vaft Booty." This (adds £? scs lhe H<2r ^' 
Meurfius) fo enraged the Hanfc-Towns* that they feized on the Daniflj Ships and Merchandize daTr^'iLamft 
every where, declared War againlt Denmark* and having made an Alliance with Haquin King of Denmark, * 
Norway* the Duke of Mecklenburg* and the Earl of Holftein* who commanded the Fleet, (all but 
the Squadron of Lubeck* over which that City placed a Commander of their own Appointment) 
nhey, in the enfuing Year 1 362, attack Copenhagen* taking its Cattle and deftroying the Town ; who deflroy Coptn* 
nut they mifcarned in their Attempt on Helfingbnrg* being obliged to raife the Siege of it. Where- ha &»* hut the Lu- 

r - t / ^ophcr with a Fleet, which defeated the Lubeck Squadron, taking f tc \ rrs a«aftmvara 

fix of their Ships, burning fume others of them, and obliging the Remainder to- fly to their n ' 

OWn Port Of Travcmond. Althonp-h. Iw Pi-nfinnnrv 71a hlfiti** 



Account, the Wifbuyers had 



as 
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Englijh Cloth ex- 
ported to Schotren t 
then a Part of Den- 
mark* 



a f P'^prcceaing x ear pirated upon thofe Hanfe-Towns, yet they micrht ha W f™„ e 

In the fame Year, there 
Edward III. of England* to 




Norwich, St. Edmund's- 

\ Cloths and other Merchandizes to the Value of 2000 MaH«" ^ . D 7 * 
? flopping at a Harbour in Norway, and upon ! £ 2££ ^rS/fe ^ 
re for Safety that Ring's Officers had feized on the whole c£go fir T^^jm^ 
Magnus to order Reftitutinn_ wirh n.mo^ & u xor nis Ulc - Edward 



Price of Wheat % 

Hens, iluti Hqgim 



tfiihop Flee/wood's Ch'onicon Preciofum [fro 
as 2 a the Quarter, or 3 ^. Bulhel, (aith 
dear as 1 /. 6j. 8^. Quarter.) Two H 
Had this Cheapnefs continued, (M 

and ail Thin P-S ch/»an in Prnnnn-^n 



Moncfticoii] relates, that Wheat 



6d. 



The great Grievance 

of Pur*veyanres fo 

hurtful to Com- 
merce, and to the 
JLibcity and Piopcr- 
ty of the Suhjcdl, 

retrained by fun dry 
Laws, 



. ~ . <=> : rr iA1 ^ ^p^uuu, uicii cue oramary Kate or JLivino- would 

or nine Tunes as cheap as in our Days z which, however, was not to be expefted. 



'it 



One of the great Complaints of the 

was aeain 



to the Reign of King ^¥ ^ a|aK^ 

vrfons, &c. for the King's Houfhold, Journeys,^. ^^^^^T^n?^ 
only by fuzing of Provifions Corn, Forage, &L wherever they 1 could find them and I t C 

then own Puces i feizing alfo frequently on the People's Carts, Waggons and Horfes to hi 
forcibly employed in carrying the Court's Provifions and Baggage. And it fcTms at this TI™ 
alio, all the Lords and other great Men of the King's Court Horned [the 1 keTibertv of S 
opprcfimg the People. Whereupon an A£b of Parliament pafled ( 3 6 h of Km^X°L IH 
^«//» 1362, Cap. 11.) in Subftancc- as follows, viz. Ki ^ a ^awa>am. 



CC 



cc 



CC 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



rT gricvo " s ^ om P J a«nt lias been made of Purveyors of Viftuals for the Houfes of the 
King, Queen and their eldeft Son, and of other Lords and Ladies of the Realm the Kini 
of his own Will, and without Motion of the great Men or Commons, hS^ncd l£ 
from henceforth no Man of the Realm fhall hate any Taking, but only himfelf andThe Oueen 
And moreover, that on fuch Purveyances, henceforth for the King 7 and QueenT reaoV^av' 
ment fhall be made m Hand, and at the current Market Price.. And that^hc- heinous Nnn e 

<; ^«g^> and named Buyer. But if the Buyer cannot well agree wld" the SeZ 
then the Takings" [r e by Force] « that fliall be made for the faid two Houfes " Ti " of thl 
ng and Queen] « fliall be made by View, Teftimony, and Appraifement of the LSL if 
Manors or their Bailiffs Conftables, and four good Men* of eve^owTcontafni ng t£ Quan 
nty of their Takmgs^ and the Price & c . And that the Takings be made in convenient Lrea^ 
Manner, without Durefs, Compulfion, Menace, or other Villainy, and where greateft Plen X 
is, and in a meet Time : And that no more be taken than fliall be needful in the Seafon for 



Houfes 



that no Man 



-> o . . n , . . . (i.e. be under the Controll of") 

the Buyers ot other Lords againft their Agreement and Will, nor to the Buyers. of the faid two 
Royal Houfes, unlels they pay in Hand.— And that the Takings of Corn and Malt for the Kir<r 
and Queen, be duly mealured and ftriked. and not by Heap ; and that ready Payment be 



" made for the Carriages." This was a mere Sweetner for the prefent. 



AC 
1 

cc 



15y another Act, Cap. in. ot this fame Year, it was ordained, " That no Buyers nor Takers of 
Carnages fliall take any Gift for /paring to be made, nor fhall charge nor grieve any Man 
for Ill-wilL" 53 7 



Liberty, Property, 
;irni Commerce 
£rca:ly dHlurbed 
by Purveyances in 
England. 



The cftablilhcd an- 
nual Rate of Living 
of a Parifli Pried or 
Chaplain. 



N.B. Three more A£ts of Parliament were made in this fame Year for reftraininp- Purveyors 
from ufing the Subjefts ill. But what we have already recited, is more than fufficifnt to fhew 
how precarious the JLiberty and Properly of the midling and lower People were in thofe Times 
and efpecially from thofe Purveyances, whereby the little Commerce they had was greatly diflurbet]' 
for the Purveyances extended equally to foreign Merchandize imported, fuch as Wines- taken 
at the King's Price, 

The Rate at which a fingle Man, a Clergyman, might live decently at this Time, is to be feen 
by an Adt of Parliament of this xxxvith of King Edward III. Chap. viii. « Whereby a Penalty 
cc was to be impoled by the Bifhop upon Priefts taking more Wages than is afligned. And that no 
" Man fliall give to a Parifli Prieft/^r his Wages above fiveMarks^ or 3 A 6 s. 8 d" (equal to 8/. is. 8d. 
of modern Money) " or elfe his Boa?~d and \L 6s. 8d" Thus we fee that a Prieft might at this 
Time board for 2/. (or above 5/. of our Coin) per Annum* and the other 1 /. 6s. 8d. was thought 
by the Legiflature fufficient for all his other Expences, as Cloaths, &c. Now their Silver Coins 
being 2i Times the Weight of ours, this 3/. 6 s. 8d. was equal to 8/. n. Sd. of our Money ; 
and the Clergy being then all fingle Men, we may fuppofe he could not live decently for at leaft 
left than 40/. yearly ; fo that Living, or, in other Words, Wheat and other Things neceflary 
and convenient, were at leaft, at this Time, four Times at cheap as in our Days, both Clergy 
and Laity living more abftemioufly and plainly in thofe Times than in our Days, as will partly 
appear by a fumptuary Law of the following Year. 



N. B. The Value of Money was fb far funk in the fecond Year of King Hemy V. tha* this 
Llowance to Parifh Priefts was raifcd to 61, for their Board, Apparel, and other Neceflhries 5 and 

for 



1 

* 
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p. for Chaplains only, 4'- *3 J - 



pealed by the xxiffc of Ji 



fa Cap- xxvm 



At this Time we find our Staple Towns much frequented by foreign Merchants from the Foreign Merchants 
Netherlands* Germany* and the Hanfe-T owns* .as alio from Lombard? ; and as a Proof hereof, we numerous in the 
have an A£b of Parliament of this fame Year (xxxvi. Edward III. Cap. vii.) concerning Queftions |£ p ^ w J ^Show 
ariling between Buyers and Sellers of IVool* refpe£ting its Goodnefs, packing, £sfr. in the faid t hc Laws'rrlanng 
Englijh Staple Towns. In each of which Towns it is direfted, that fix fit Perfons be chofen as to them were regu- 
Judges, to. four Aliens ', (whereof two (hall be of Germany and two of Lombardy) and two of fcted. 
England. — And in all Caies where Merchants-Strangers had any Complaints, they were to name 
two of their own Number, who were to fit with the Mayor and two Conftables of each of the 
refpeftive Staple-Towns ; who were, by another A£t of this fame Year, appointed to be annu- 
ally eledted by the Body of Merchants, as well Foreigners as Englifh. — And altho' (as has been A View of the Con- 
elfcwhere noted) the Mayor of each Staple was a diftin6fc Officer or Magiftrate from the Mayor, ftrnmonof the newly 
Bailiff, or other chief Magiftrate of the refpefhive Towns wherein fuch Staples were erefted, tha JgJJ ™£ ffi^ 
latter were, however, obliged to give needful Alfiftance to the former, who were hereby made " £ "* 

a diftinft Corporation or Body-politic within another Corporation, with a common-Seal, &c. and 
were to fit and hold Courts of Law-Merchant for determining all mercantile Affairs, and for punifh- 
ing and amercing Offenders. Neither were the Judges, itinerant, nor the ordinary Civil-Magif- 
trates of the faid Staple-Towns, to intermeddle or have cognizance in the faid Staples in mercan- 
tile Affairs, Difputes, Debts, which were left intirely to the Mayor and other Minifters now 
eftabliflied in the faid Staple Towns , who had a diftinft Prilbn for lucji Matters in each Town. 
To all which, being long fince out of ufe and forgotten, we {hall now only add, That there are 
in the Statute-Book no fewer than 28 Chapters or Heads comprehended under the famous Statute 
of the Staple* already mentioned under the Year 1353, relating to that new Inftitution, and for 
the Conveniency of foreign Merchants refiding in or frequenting thole Staple Towns. 

By a Statute of the following Year, (xxxviiith of Edward III. Cap. vii) the before-named 
Points are confirmed. Laftly, from the whole, we may fee the Reafon why the Corporation or 
Society of Merchants of the Staple are not named in the late Statutes, toss, becaufe the King and 
Parliament had confined the Exportation of Staple Wares folely to Merchants-Strangers or Aliens* 
whereby the Bufinefs of that Society was fufpended until Denizens as well as Aliens were again 
permitted to export Staple Wares, Anno 1357. The many foreign Traders referring to and living 
at the faid Englifh Staple Towns, might probably introduce therein (at leaft in fome of them) 
a Relifh for foreign Commerce amongft the Englifh* which afterwards helped to bring it on the 
fooner. 

A Statute of the xxxvith Edward III. Cap. xv. was made for obliging all Law Pleadings in La<uc-Vkadinp in 
the feveral Courts of Judicature, to be for the future in the Engtijb Tongue, and to be enrolled England which till 
in the Latin Tongue cc becaufe" (as this Statute fets forth) ct it had been often teprefented to TonLue f e are 
tc the King by the Prelates, Dukes, Earls, Barons, and all the Commonalty, that great Mif- cna aed to be in The 
chiefs have happened to divers of the Realm, for that the Laws, Cuftoms, and Statutes be EngUjh Tongue for 
pleaded and judged in the French Tongue, which is much unknown in the Realm, the People ^ c future, 
having no Knowlege nor Underftanding of what is faid for them or againft them by their 
* c Pleaders [their Priefts Addrefles to Heaven, in the Name of the People, were likewife in an 
unknown Language, and fo continued for almoft two Centuries later.] — " Yet the fofmer Terms 
M and Forms of Law Ihall be continued.** Mr. Seiden* in his Jani Anglorum fades altera* Cap. iii. 
obferves, That even the Rudiments of Grammar were delivered to Boys in French, and not in Englifh, 
till this Time. 

63 j The following A£b of Parliament of die xxxviith of King Edward III. would be thought a An ill judged Law 
very unreafonable one in our Days, m. cc That Merchants fhall ufe or deal but in one Kind or confining Merchants 
" Sort of Merchandize- only." The Preamble in the French Record afiigns the Grburids of this £j J iJjg^?* 
Law, "viz. cc That thole Merchants called Grqffiers** [i m e» "VVholefalc Dealers] cc had, by Covin and dizc, but is repealed 
" by Orders made amongft themfelves in their Fraternities or Guilds, engrofled all Sorts of the following Year, 
" Wares, whereby they fuddenly raife their Prices, and that they laid up other Merchandize 
" till they became. dear, &c m — Whcrefpre every Merchant hereafter fhall choofc which Kind of 
ct Wares or Merchandize he will deal in, and ihall deal in no other, £?<:." Here it is plain that 
the Word Merchant* in thofe Times, meant no more than a Shopkeeper or Warehoufeman, 
This likewife dire£ts the Mafter- Artificers and .Handicraftsmen to ufe but one Trade or Myftery, and Artificers to 
which they fhould chufe and keep to, under a Penalty. Yet Women Artificers, Makers keep to one Trade, 
of Laces* Points* Fringes* and many other Things of Wool* Linen* and Silk* were hereby ftill 
indulged. 

The former Part of this Law, fo unadvifedly enadted, was therefore totally repealed in the 
following Year. But that relating to Handicraftfmen, was not repealed till the fifth Year of 
Queen Elizabeth. 



cc 
cc 
cc 



Goldfmiths 



Mailer fhall have his own proper Mark * and when the King's Surveyors fhall have mad 
A flay, and fet the King's Mark on the Work, then the Workman fhall fct his Mark 



" likewife/* 



" Every The Afiay of Gold- 
r their fmiths Work stfeer- 

on ir taint;d - 



Wealth Kad brought bjti art increafing Luxury 



or People in England* which occasioned no fewer than eight iu mutuary Laws in one SefTion of £:i>g Edwars 

Parliament. Reign in Feed 

Wk — & A ^ -rm MB M 



an 



a 



Vol. I. 



r> d d 
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TION BookIIl 



Eftate 



fever; 



" Land." Wherefore it was enacted, ct That Men-Servants of JLords, as alfo of Tradefmen and 
<c Artizans, Ihall be content with one Meal of Fifh or Flefh every Day ; and the other Meals 
« daily fhall be of Milk, Cheefe? Butter? and the like. And the Cloth they wear (hall not exceed 
cc the Price of two Marks for the whole Piece. Nfcither fliall they ufe any Ornaments of Gold? 
* c Silver? Silk, or Embroidery ; nor their Wives and Daughters any Veils above the Price of 12. d"* 



A. D. 



Women 



\\ not wear Cloth above 40 s. the whole Piece,** [our fincfl 
Piece] cc nor the Ornaments before-named. Nor their 



<c may alfo wear Stuff of Silk? Silver*? Ribbons? Girdles? or Furs. 



39 



Cap- xi. cc Merchants, Citizens, Burghers, and Artificers or Tradefmen, as well of Lcndcn as 
elfewherc, who have Goods and Chattels of the clear Value of 500 /. and their Females, may 
wear as is allowed to Gentlemen and Efquires of 100/. per Annum. And Merchants, Citi- 
zens, and Burgefles, worth above 1000/. in Goods and Chattels, may (and their Females) 
cc wear the fame as Gentlemen of 200/. per Annum" 

Cap. xii. cc Knights of 200 Marks yearly, may wear Cloth of fix Marks the Cloth, but no 
cc higher ; but not Cloth of Gold? nor furred with Ermin? &rc. But all Knights and JLadics having 
cc above 400 Marks yearly, up to 1000/* per Annum? may wear as they pleafe, Ermin excepted - 
" and they may ufc Ornaments of Pearl and precioits Stones^ for their Heads only." 

Cap. xiii. " Clerks having Degrees in Cathedrals, Colleges, £f?r. may wear as ~}$k 111 ts unci 
<c Efquires of the fame Income." 

Cap. xiv. " Plowmen, Carters, Shepherds, and luch like, not having 40 s. Value in Goods or 
cc Chattels^ lhall wear no Sort of Cloth but Blanket and Ruffe t Lawn of 12^. and fliall wear 
ce Girdles or Belts 5 and they fliall only eat -and drink fuitable to their Stations. And whoever 

ufes other Apparel than is prefcribeel by the above Laws, fliall forfeit the fame." 

Cap. xv. " Clothiers fhall make fuitable Quantities of * Cloth of all the before-named Prices ; 
™ and Mercys and Shopkeepers in Towns and Cities fhall keep due Sortments thereof, that fo 
cc thefe Laws may bfe duly dbferved. 



p.emRrk5 on thefc 
iuimnuary Laws. 



may be agreeable to read, as not'being in all, or moft* of the prm ted Statu te-Books. By 
Chapter 6v Head alfo we may fe^ that by this Time there was plenty of woollen Cloth of 
Prices and Fihenefs made in 'England. Laflrl^, We may farther remark, That altfao in ail- 



the laft 

various 



X rices ana XMll^llCA^ AiliUU^ m ^«rnwi». -~ — 7 j - - . 1 m r r r 

Countries Luxury will ever be growing up, yet it yu. not for the general Benefit of Cormnerce to 
impofe, as in the above-named Laws, an abfolute Prohibition" of every Degree of rt Yet fome 
may think it may be juft, and for the Benefit of the Public*, that fuch as will ftep fo far ou t 
of {heir proper Ranks as to eat, drink, and wear what no way becomes then- Stat ion fhoulcl be 
taxed accordingly, could it be done without involving therein thofe who have a juft Title to 
£5 t?ZZ. * 7 ' t«; f^U,™- « * Point which Ihould be very maturely weighed before it 



Sumptuary Laivs are fuch Indulgence* 



hurtful in commcr- be executed'; Sand In^tfiVrctihtile Countries 

cial Countries. ^_^t^H%ta M vl huftful (nme 



firmly 



eftabiiflie 



A Treat/ on foot * n 
for uniting the two Edw& 
Britannic Kingdoms ^J-jat 




under one King, and d his ififue.. ' Each Nut[6h- : Mll -preferving 

lti good Eftcto, had anQ »» , " !Jt > „. „„« ■•A^HnMV, fhr^no-lv th'e-I 



it been pcrfcdlcd. 



of 



he -In trigues of 'Frame . Hippy- had 
HoV niuch'iMribceht 'Blood of bot 



been Ipared ? 



" That Blood which thou and thy great Grandfire Ilied, 

" And all that fince thefe Siftcr^ations bled, 

« Had' been unfpilt, had happy -Edward .known, j . 

» That all the Blood he fpilt had been his own 

Dinham s Cooper s am. 



And how much 



Counties of 'England, 
Royal X«irie. 



lis: ^s^^^^in^ 



Rmcb or Trices of 
Poultry. t h en 




Money being ftUl ^ Tiuies Ae We.gntr^t 7- 2 ^ A GoD fe, 

7.:-^. of ouF Money J An old one, 4 4 A Pullet 3 irf. a n , 4e And 



t 



Cap. x. <c Gentlemen xi nder the Degree of Knights, not having 100/. yearly in L,and, fliall j 

cc wear no Cloth above 4 4- Marks the whole Pifcce. Neither fliall they nor their Females ufe I I 

cc Cloth of Gold? Silver? or Embroidery? &c. But Efquires having 200/. or upwards of yearly! | 

T - * ~c IVlnrlcs m 1 ^.«-t^ _ _ ^ ^ j i*_v i * I i 
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Poultry 



raifed higher/' A very 




uke of Mecklenburg and the Earl of Halflein* it 
riification of the faid Hanfeatic Cities, the Grid 
Hands/* But this was at a Period when this 



famous mercantile Confederacy was in its Zenith of Power and Glory. 



So powerful were the Vandalic Hanfe-Tovms at this Time, that Werdenhagen* (Tome 
486.) giving an Amount of a War between Denmark and them, relates, that the Danijb 
received a total O 

was deftroyed,. and their Admiral made Prifoncr by the Hanfeattc 
once famous Haven and City. 



IVifi, 




In the VI th Tome, p. 439 of t! 
" Lieutenant of Ireland* was but a 
cc King Edward Ill's Son Lionel Dt 

tc native Irijh being then in Rebellk 
as there are fince) large Emoluments belonging to that high Office, befide the fettled Salary 

or Pay. 



Yet, doubtlefs, there were dien (as well 



In the faid Vlth 
Edward III. Anno 1 



to Wrecks. 
Mcrchand 



g 



Storm from her Anchors in the Road of Aberdeen* as far as Great Yarmouth* where they feized 
™ t-Uf* ciiin nnA cZnnA*: sic si WYfrlr. silrhnnorh there were two Men left alive and on board. 



Upon the Scoltijh Ambaifador's reclaiming this S 
there was any living Creature found in the faid S 
the Owners at Aberdeen. cc This" (fays die Kin 
cc of our Kingdom." 



Cargo fliould be delivered to 
)le to the Laws and Cuftoms 



The City of Hamburgh* at this Time veiy confiderable, obtained of the Emperor Charles IV. p^'fu^J 
the Privilege of holding an annual Fair in their City for three Weeks together at JVhitfuntide > a,r ftm cua 11 c 
which Fair continues to the prefent Time, and is, we imagine, the fame now ufually called Ham- 



burgh Summer Fair* by our Traders, 

We muft acknowledge our Obligations to Dr. Brady's ufeful tfrcatife of Cities and Burghs* on The great Tncrcafc 
many Accounts. Nothing is more remarkable concerning the great Growth and Increafe of ° r ^f^{f Ce*tm$ 
Englifli Burghs in almoft ail its Counties:, than his Inftance of the Sheriff of Lancajhire's Re- i n ft ancc d in thofc of 
turn of Members for that County to Parliament, Annis xxxviii. and xxxix Edw. III. 1365 and Lancafihr. 
1566; wherein, after giving the Names of the two Knights for that Shire, he adds, \_Non fttnt 
aliqtd Civitates feu Burgi infra Comitatum* de qtdbus* &c] — i. c. cc There are not any Cities nor 
cc Burghs within this County from which any Citizens or Burgefles can, or were wont to come, 
« by reafon of their Inability, low Condition, or Poverty." And the fame Words are in the 
Returli of the 50th and laft Year of this King, Anno 1373. cc Neither" (fays the Author) " do 
" we meet with Returns for any Towns in Lancafhirc from this Time, down to King Edward IV*s 
cc Reign, for 12.4 Years, and how much longer, cannot be known. The Towns of Lancajler 



cc 



and Prefton had been reprefented fundry Times before, in the Reigns of King Edward Ift, lid, 
cc and Hid. But being found fo poor that they could not fend two fubftantial and difcreec 
ec Peribns to reprefent them," [for Burghs were in thofc Days always reprefented " by fome of 
their own proper Townfmen, and not, as fo frequendy in our Days, by mere Strangers] " nei- 
cc ther could they pay the Wages of fuch, if they could have been found amongfi: them." Yet 
fee the happy and almoft amazing Alteration made by Commerce and Manufactures in this 
County,-which an prefent juftly boafts of Liverpool* the third Town of all England (or the firft after 
London and Briftol) for Commerce, and its great Number of noble mercantile Shipping, and 
very great Riches \ of JManchefier* alfo one of the molt confiderable of the whole Kingdom for 
its excellent and numerous Manufactures 5 of Lancajler, its County Town, of late Years become 
pretty confiderable ih; foreign Commerce and Shipping, tho* in the Days of our Aneeflors dc- 
fcribed to be inhabited merely by Farmers. Befides fome other good Towns all of .which were 
formerly, and in this fame Century, mere Villages. 



Our Hiftorians 
foreign Parts. cc 



i6 



in general are at this Time full of the Valour and SuccefTes of our People in E»&l&msn's Valour 
From what Part of the World" (fays Echard) tc did not the E?igli/?i now bring beyond Sea. 
ct Teftimonials of dieir Valour and Renown ? Can it be paralleled in any one fucceeding Reign 

fo juftly as in the prefent ? Such of them, for Inftance, as had warred under the King of Thcv bring ^rcnt 
Cyprus* and had been at the taking of Alexandria in Egypt* returned with great Riches in Riches frum 
44 Cloths of Gold, Velvets* and precious Stones 

In thofe Times, when the Kings of England were in need of Money for their Wars, "i\ it was Of Money railed b ; 
very ufual for them todirctt the Sheriffs of the feveral Counties, who were then alfo the Collec- £ e £vf ^* h ^ £S 
tors of the Crown Revenue, to make Proclamation throughout their refpe&ive Counties, that * igu.-.ood. 
all who held Lands of the Crown to the yearly Value of 40/. or upwards, fliould come and 
receive* the Order- of Knighthood. Whereupon the Sheriffs cranfmitted to Court, Lifts of the 

Names 
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N 



H RON 
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n 



OOK 
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knighted. In Vol. VI 



Names of all fo qualified. The King's End was anfwered, whether thofe Landholders ac 
cepted or refufed to be knighted ; for in the former Cafe, there was Money coming to the Kin* 

Honour; and in the latter, a Mulft was to be paid if any refufed to be 

_ P- 494 of the Feeder a y under this Year, we find one of thofe ffeneril 

Summonfes for Knighthood by King Edward ML 

A great Pare of King In the faid Vol. p. 496, we find the lirft Million of Crowns to have been already paid to Kins 
John of Awn's Edward III. for King John of France's Ranfom. Edward dire£ts and impowers his Son the Prince 

of Wales to receive 60,000 Crowns, as the firft Payment on the fecond Million of Crowns. 
And the following Year, 1367, (p. 562.) there is an Acquittance for 100,000 Crowns of the 
fecond Million 5 and another the fame Year (p. 579.) for 92,000 more of the faid fecond Million 
of Crowns. 



ft. 



Ranfom paid. 



The Burgh of Tor- 
rington excufed from 
fending Members to 
Parliament. 



Upon the Petition of the Town of Torrmgtcn, to be eafed of the great Trouble and Expence 
of fending two Burgefles to Parliament, being fo greatly to their Damage, we find in the faid 
Vlth Tome, p. 502 of the F<vdcra 7 King Edward 111. directs his Letter to the Bailiffs and crood 
Men [probis Hominibus\ of Torrington in Devonfoire? which he fliles Cbeping [/. e . Market] r 0 m'^- 
whereby " he excufes rhem from the Burden" [for fo it was then reckoned, when the Burgh 

* ~" elentatives] "offending two Representatives to Varlia- 



The Excellency of 
the Gold Florins of 
Florence all over 
Eut ope* 



cc merit, as they had never been obliged lo to do till the 24th Year of his Reign, when" (fay* 
the King) " the Sheriff of Devon/hire malicioufly fummoned them to fend two Members ro Par- 
44 liament.'* Which Dr. Brady neverthelefs fays they had done 32 Times before. 

The Purity and Excellency of a Nation's Coin* is undoubtedly one of its greated Honours. 
This feems to have been the Glory of the then famous and opulent Republic of Florence^ whole 
Gold Coins, named Florins^ feem at this Time to have excelled thofe of all other States. There 
are ieveral Inftances of Treaties made between Princes and States in Europe^ wherein it is ex- 
prefsly ftipulated, that the Money contra£ted to be paid fliall be in the Gold Florins of Florence. 
We have one Inftance thereof under this Year in Vol. VI. p. 512 to 533, of the Fcedera > in a 
Treaty between Peter King of Caflile^ and the Prince of Wales as Duke of Gaienne^ for paying 
the Prince large Sums of Money [befide the Lands he had yielded to him] for his Afliftance 
againft Henry his Competitor. The Money of all which Sums was to be in Gold Florins of 
Florence. 

Scot/ami's Parliament The Englifh beginning to refufe the talcing the Scotti/h Silver Coins by Tale, which tho* of 
cnafts, That their the fame Figure and Denomination with theirs, began to be found fomewhat lighter ; the Scots 
Silver Cri ns niali be Parliament, Anno 1366, (according to Drummond's, Hiftory) enacted, That their Silver Money fljould 
to "thofe rfffw. be e V tal in Goodnefs to that of England. But we fliall foon fee how litde they kept to this 

01 ' # Refolution. 



A Penfion granted 

to the famous Jtjj'ry 
Chaucer. 



In the faid Vlth Tome, p. 567 of the Fcedera? we have an Account of our famous Poet Jeffiy 
Chaucer's firft Gratuity or Penfion from King Edward III. Anno 1367- 4C It is a Grant of twenty 
tc Marks yearly during Life to him, whom he ftilcs his Servant, [Valettus nofler~\ for the good 
" Services which he has done us, and is to do hereafter.*' 



Milan's vaft Wealth, The Dutchy ©f Milan feems, about this Time, to have been in its meridian Giory ; For as al- 
(lowing from its vaft 1TI oft a li the rich Manufa6tures with which Europe was then fupplied came from Italy * and Silk, 
and rich Manufac- Velvet, Gold and Silver Tilfue, and many other Mamifaftures more particularly and greatly 
lurcs " abounded in Mlan^ whereby vaft Riches continually flov " 1 : — L ~ ir ~ ~— 

then of a much larger Extent than at prefent. It was 

Edward III- of England, to enter into a Convention, Anno 1367, (as per Rymcr's J 
VI. p. 547.) with John Galeas Vifconti Duke of Milain> for a Marriage of the lattei 
with Lionel Duke of Clarence^ Edwards fecond Son : Whereby the Duke of Milan ftipulates to 
give his Daughter a Portion in Land of 24,000 Florins of Florence per Annum, and alfo 50,000 
Gold Florins^of Florence in Money ; or if Edward fhould choofe ready Money for the whole, 
then he would make her Portion 200,000 Gold Florins of Florence \ which Coin was now better 
than one third of a Pound Sterling. So that this Portion amounted to about or near 200,000/. 



this Confideration that induced King 
) 126*7. (as per Rymcr 7 s Fa'de7*a y Tome 

: of the latter's Daughter 



Englijh or Sterling Money 



C7enoa's valt Opu- 
lence, where 1000 
Citizens appear in 
Robca of 6ii/'« 



And what we have juft noted of the great Riches of Milan* may be alfo juftly faid of Genoa. 

. «-r r ir rn — fUln Cim^ Y/>ir rlTrmirrk rhi<? C!inr on his Return from Avipnou to 



Holinefs 



of 

Yet in thofe 



SaJarieaof the Judges 

in England. 



black ^ Silk, are faid to have ranged themfelves on each fide the Streets he was to pals. 
Times Silk Garments were far from being fo common as in our Days, being then worn by none 
but fuch as were of great Wealth. 

Bv the Chronicon Preciofnm, we find under this fame Year, that the Lord Chief-Juftice of die 
Kittys-Bench had a Salary of no more than his former one, or 661. 13s. *d. per Annum-, and 
the ordinary Tuftices of that Bench and of the Common Pleas, had only 40 A each per Annum. 
But from thence we can form no adequate Opinion of their whole Profits, becaufc of Perqui- 
fites, of which we are not now able to judge. 

We have already in Part related the Quarrels between the Crown of Denmark and the Hanfe- 
DtZmark, ami obtain ~ » t u: s Y ear, thofe Towns being in Alliance with Albert King of Sweden, King Wal- 
ajvantagcousTcrm* f° • 1 { Demmrk was attac ked by them on the Coaft of Scbonen .with a great Fleet, wlicreby 
r,„ then v.ommcrcc. aetnat 111. ox jjenmaw*.^. ' A _, ur-u—~ k»s„ ct at the fame Time attacked by the 

Holfteiners 



flan/e-Totunj attack 



they mattered fundry Towns there 
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JtUla 



Hanfe 



68 |yW;*r t by ^ranting them new and great Privileges all over Denmark. JValdemcfr thereby alio 
3 le.ftabliflied new Rules for the Tax or Toll of Herrings taken on the Coaft of Scboncn: And alio 
for the Toll of Ships palling the famous Strait called the Sounds which is the fecond Time we find 
mention of that Toll lb early, (fide Annum 1348.) Meurfttts^ in his ITtjloria Danica, (Lib. IV.) 
relates, That this fame King JValdcmar granted certain Immunities to the Amjlcr darners^ in rein- /imperdam lias al- 
tion to their Commerce in Scboncn and its Neigh b6urhood ; which (hews that Amfierddm, even «* %^ S ^ T ^ 
then, was not fo inconsiderable a Place as fomc modern Authors alledge. markm ** 

The Caltie of Kroncnburg was firft ere6ted for the better commanding of the above-named The origin.-.) 



369 



U (and is fituated near the Town of Hvlfmore) as was alio Helfmburg, on the oppofite Shore ^^% m ^J^ € ^ 
honen, for protefting of Ships from Pirates, then numerous in that Sea: Fortius Purpoie ^ hi . M>:ljr ;' u ^ thc * 
the Kings of Denmark at firft laid only a fmall Toll on Shipping; but it has fi'nce, at different Sound. 
Times, been fo far augmented as to be deemed one of the belt Jewels of that Crown, altho' it 
has occafioned many Difputes between Denmark and the other trading States of Europe? before 
it could be eftabliflied on its prefent footing. 

In Vol. VI. p. 590, of the Ftvdera, " King Edward III- grants Licence and Protection ^^Xth^P^ 



Delfi m m ^ ^ _ . 

This is the firft Mention we find of Clocks made in England. The Fnvention, however, of Clocks , c jqV.iy enquired 
with Wheels, Springs, &c. is afcribed to Paciftcns, Archdeacon of Verona, who lived in the IXth into. 
Century. — Others "afcribe their Invention to Bocthius, about the Year 510. Dr, Derbamw'iW have 
them to be (till much older, reckoning Archi?nedcs*s Sphere and that of Poftdonius to have been 
Machines of this kind 5 which lall Opinion feems to have the Appearance of Probability; Pan- 
cirollus thinks that Clocks came in arner the Invention of Bells. The exaiSt Time of which is far 
from being certainly known ; fo inaccurate are the Hiftorians of the middle Ages in recording 
of Inventions even fo -important. An unknown Perfon of Nuremberg is laid to have firifc revived 
this Invention about 700 Years ago. 



Co exti 




inure 

John) had figned the famous Treaty of Bretagny, was determined to break it. The many fair ? f 0 \vn of *• 




Englifo 

Edward loll all that had been yielded to him by the laid Treaty, excepting only the Town of 
Calais. And after all thole LofTes he found himl^lf obliged to make a Truce with the* French 
King, which continued to the End of his Life, Anno 1377 ; but the Death of his incomparable 
Son, the Prince of JVales, slnno 1376", was to him and the Nation a Lois in many itef^cits more 
to be lamented than all his other Dilafters. 

The War between IValdcniar III. Kin^ of Denmark^ and the Hanfe-Toivns^ was in this Year fo 
fierce, that (according to the Chronica S!-:vua) they afbually drove him out of his Kingdom, and 
fbrcly vanquifhed the Dani/h Nation, having taken the Caftle of Copenhagen, with many other 
Caltles, and made Prifoners of many of the Nobility. We have, tinder the Year 1361, related 



one and the fame Expedition. 



Hanfeatics 




for 
c EdzK ard 



and the Faith of his Proclamation, for the public Good and the Advantage of the Kingdom, liuciteiu them 
As therefore they have an undoubted Claim to be protefted from all manner of Wrongs, he 
commands the laid Mayor and Sheriffs to make Proclamation in their City and Suburbs, 
cc That none of what Degree foever, do prefume to offer any Sort of Injury cither to the Perlbns 
w or Goods of the laid Foreigners, under the fevered Penalties." 

This violent Diftafle of the London Populace againft all Foreigners, how ufeful (bevcr they may 
have been to our Nation, has been often lamented by the more judicious and confiderate Part 
of our People. 

In this fame Year we have an authentic Confirmation of the Staple of IVool^ Sec. at Calais be- Staple at Calais laid 
ing by A61 of Parliament totally fuppreffi.il : And for the future the Staple thereof was con- afidc; with Kc- 
firmed to be totally confined to the following Englijh Ports, toe. Netvcajile, Hull, Bcjion, Tar- mark?. 
month, ^ucenbor^gh, ff ^lfn/iujler, Cbicbefta\ IVhicheJle>% Exeter, and BriJloL The JV6dl h Sec. was 
firft to be weighed and fealed, and the Cufirom paid, and then they were carried from fuch Places 
as were no Sea-ports to tltc proper Ports, as from JVeJlminftcr to London, from IFinchcftcr to 
Southampton, &c. Several other good Regulations were at this Time made for the well-ordering 



of our Staple Towns, of which we have chewhere taken Notice. Yet we cannot help la- 
menting the Want of Accuracy in our old Hiftorians whenever they treat of Commerce, 
which indeed is generally very feldom, its true Nature and Importance not being as yet fully 

Philip 
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Vojl. I. 



E e e 



jp8 



N H 



N 



CHRONOLOGICAL 



Burgundy by Mar- 
riage becomes Mas- 
ter of all the Neihcr- 



*John of Gattnfs ufl- 
fuccefsfu! Claim to 
the Crown of Cajiilt* 



Book lit. 



Philip Duke of Burgundy now marrying Margaret the Helrcfsof Flanders* became th 
of all the Provinces of the Netherlands '* which drew very great Confcquenccs after it. 
King Edward III. of England* fell out with the Flemings * and ieized on their Shipping at Sea. Yet 
three Years after, the good Towns of Bruges* Gaunt, and Tpres* make their Peace wHi Edward 
upon their engaging or entering into a Neutrality* l"o as not to aid France aq;ainfl: England. " * 



On this Score 13O0 



In this fame Year, two Sons of King Edward III. of England, viz. John of Gaunt* Duke of 
Eancafter* and Edmund Earl of Cambridge* were married to two Daughters of Peter King of 
Caftilc, (furnamcd the CrueL) This put John of Gaunt (Anno 1375.) upon entering his Claim to 
the Crown of Cajlile* in Right of his Wife Conftantia* which brought on a "War between England 
and Cajlile* the latter joining with France therein, to England** very great Detriment. Where- 
upon he afterward went with an Army into Spain* for maintaining his faid Claim againlt the 
Baftard Henry * but without Succels. He afterward, however, married his two Daughters from 
that Match* the one to the Infant of Caflile* and the other to the Kins: of Portugal. 



Ycarlv Pcnfions to 
Queen Philippas 
Women Servants 
for Life. 



King Edward 



ear, we find 
JUfc of nim 



fin Tome VI. 
of her IVomcn 
d.d.) each, and to 



Ill's Queen Philippa (of Haimtdt) dying in this Y 
p. 648, of the Fadera) that this King fettled yearly Pcnfions for die 

Servants therein named, wss. to three of them, ten Metrics (or 61. 13 s. *±d.) each, and to the 
other fix, 5/. and five Marks each. Which Pcnfions are good Proofs of what a fingle Woman 
could in thole Times live on in a decent Way, ( their Money being /till 24 Times the Weight 
of ours, and going at leaft five Times as fan] 



Treaty of Neutra- 
lity b e t ween Eog tan d 
and Vcnhe 9 



But to one particular Servant of that Queen, who was Maid of Iter Bedchamber, Edward (for 
'Well known Reafons) exerted his Royal Bounty : Her Name being Alice Peers* [or rather Pereres] 
and by Vol. VII. p. 28, of the Fcvdera* (Anno 1373.) he grants to her [whom he calls tc Donti- 
cc cclla Camera Philippe nuper Regin<e* y ~\ " all that Queen's Jewels, Goods, and Chattels for ever." 

The War between England and France being rekindled, Anno 1369, King Edward 111. (in faid 
Tome VL p. 653, of the FWdera) makes a Declaration in the Year following, for the Freedom 
of Commerce in his Dominions to the Merchants and Mariners of the State of Venice refbrting 
thither with their Ships and Merchandize, lb long as they ihould remain perfectly neuter in relpeet 
to the faid Wars. 
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and alfb between 

England and Genoa* 

tho* this RepubHck 
complains of Englijb 

Depredations at Sea. 

Catalogue of the 
Hanfc-Tot-MMy and 
their Quota's to the 
annual Expcncc of 

the whole Confe- 
deracy. 



In the lame Year, (ibidem* p. 670.) a like Convention of Neutrality was agreed on between 
King Edward and the Republick of Genoa. Yet, p. 673 and 675, that Republic!?, in the fame 
Year, complains to our faid King of his People's having taken two laden Gcncefc Ships home- 
ward bound, and killed feveral of their Men. 



Werdenhagen* the Hiftorian of the Hanfeatic League, fixes on this Year as the Period when 
that mercantile Confederacy was in its Zenith of Power and Glory. He alfo exhibits a Cata- 
logue of the Hanfe-Towns 9 and of thofc Cities and Towns which were then deemed Members, 
oA-ather Allies, of the faid Hanfe Confederacy. Authors have often made their whole Number 
to be 72, altho* their Number was generally fluctuating, being (bine times fewer and fometimes 
more in Number- That Author gives [in his lid Tome, Pars IV. Cap. xxvi. p. 89.] the fol- 
lowing Catalogue of 64 of them, to which he annexes the annual Quota of each City and Town 
to the public Stock or Expence they being fuch as in the Matricida are faid to have been 
the direft, ufual, and ordinary Contributors for the common Support of this famous Confederacy* 
+Un whereof never was before, nor will ever probably be hereafter, viz. 



Imperial Dollars 



LuBECA, 






IOO 


COLONIA, 






IOO 


Brema, 






- 60 


Hamburgum, 






- 80 


ROSTOCHIUM, 








Straelsunda, 






5° 


WiSMARIA, 








Magdeburgum, 






40 


Brunsviga, 








Dantiscum, 






80 


JL.UNEBURGUM, 






60 


Stetinum, 






40 


Gryphiswalda, 








1-IlLDESHEMIUM, 






3° 


GoSLARIA, 






3° 


GOTTINGA, 






3° 


ElMBECCA, 






10 


Hanovera, 








Hamela, 






20 


COLBERCA, 






25 


Starcarda, 








Anclamum, 






18 


Stada, 






20 


BoXTEHtfDA, 






20 



i. e. Lubcck. 
Cologne. 
Bremen. 
Hamburgh. 

Roftock* (in Mecklenburg Dutchy.) 

Straelfund*. (in Pomerania.) 

Wifmar* (in the Dutchy of Mecklenburg, 

Magdeburg. 

Britnfwick. 

Dantxick. 

Lunenburg. 

Stetin* (the Capital of Pomcrania.) 
Grypejwald* (in Pomerania.) 

Hildcjhehn. 

Gojlar* (in the Dutchy of Brunfwick.) 
Gottingen* (in ditto.) 
Eimbeck* (in the fame.) 
Hanover. 

Hamelin* (in the Dutchy of Brunfioick., 

Coleberg* (in Pomerania.) 

Stargard* (in Pomerania.) 

Anclam* (in ditto.) 

Staden* (in the Dutchy of Bremen.) 

Boxtehudcy (in the fame Dutchy.) 



Carried over, 1013 

3 



GOLNOV1A, 



OF f H 



RIGIN O 



M M E R 



199 



Imperial Dollars brought over, 



goi.novia, 

Thou un a, 

B»LBING A, 
RONINGSBERGA, 

I3r AUNSBERC A, 

Riga, 
Rkvalia, 

DORPATUM, 

Parnovia, 

CuLMENUM, 

Neomacium, 
Davantria, 
Campenum, 
schwolla, 

ZuTPHANIA, 

Arkhemia, 

Bo M M ELI A, 

Thiela, 

h ardeil vx c v m, 

DuiSBURCUM, 

Stavera, 
Groninga, 
bolswerda, 
ruermunda, 

VEN'LOA, 
Em ER I CUM, 

osnab ruga, 
Susatum, 
Tr e mom I a, 
Monasterium, 
Vesalja., 

MlMDA, 

Padkrdorna, 
Hervorda, 

Lemgovia, 

LlPPESTADIUM, 

Unna, 

Hamma, 

"Warbergum, 

Bile FEL.pi a, 



1013 
8 
20 
20 
60 
2.0 

20 
20 
10 

35 

5° 
40 

3° 
10 

3° 




35 

35 

3° 

25 
20 

3° 

3° 
35 

3° 
40 

3° 
30 

15 

*5 
10 

25 

15 
10 



i. e. Golnaw* (in the Dutchy of Pomerania.) 
I' home* (in 1V#& Pruffia.) 
Elbing* (in Prttjfta.) 

Koningjberg* (the Capital of Brandenburg Prttjfta.) 
Braunjbergy (in 2W^& Pruffia.) 
Capital of Livonia. 
Revel* (in Livonia.) & 
Dorpt 9 (in Livonia.) 
Parnam* (or Pernaw* in Livonia.) 
Culm* {in Polijb Prujia.) 
tJimcgucn* (in Guelderland.) 
Daventer* (in Overyjfel.) 
Campen* (in the fame.) ./ 
Swoll* (in the fame.) 

Zutphen* (in Guelderland.) ^ 
Arnheim* (in ditto.) 

Bommel* (in ditto.) 

Tiel, (in £&7/*.J ^ 
Ijardcrnvicki (in ditto.) 
Btiijburg* (in the Dutchy of Cleves.) 
Stavern, (in Frifeland.) 

Groningen* (ditto* fince a diftinft Province.) 
Bolfwerd* (in Frifeland.) 
Ruremund* (in Guelderland.) 
Venloo* (in the lame.) 
Emmerich* (in*'the Dutchy of Cleves.) 

Ofnaburg* (in Wejlphalia.) 
Soeft* (in Wejlphalia.) 
Dortmund* (in the fame.) 
Munjler* (in Wejlphalia.) 
Wefel* (in the Dutchy of Cleves.) 
Minden* (in Wejlphalia.) 
Paderborn* (in Wejlphalia.) 
Hcrvordaz? (in the lame.) 
Lemgoza* (in Wejlphalia.) 
Lipjtadt* (in Wejlphalia.) 
Unna* (in Wejlphalia.) 
Hamm* (in Wejlphalia.) 
War berg* (ditto.) 
Bielfeld* (ditto.) 



Members of die 
HavfeatU League 



In all 64 Cities and Towns, whole annual Contributions were 2069 Dollars for the common 
and ordinary Expence of this Confederacy ; fuch as the Salaries of neceOary Officers, Charge of 

rhcir .creneral Meetings,. £sfc. 



0 




Moll of thefe 64 Towns have long fince defcrted the Hanfeatic Leagu 



Year 15 12, and fome afterward. 

We are at a Lois to determine the true modern Names of lome of the old Latin Names of 
Towns in the Matrictila ; fuch as Arnemmtda* or Omemunda* which fome take to be Armuyien* and 
others Ruremund. So much is the writing of many Latin Words or Names confounded by 
Time and the like may be laid of fome other Names in the Matricula* which are therefore 
better omitted. 



Befidcs thefe 64 Towns, which were properly the only conftituent Parts of the Hanfeatic Con- Forty-four Towns 
fccleracy, their laid Hiftoriographer gives us a farther Catalogue of 44 more Towns and Cities confederated with 
which were properly Allies of this Confederacy ; tho* being exempted from annual Contribu- the /fow/f-Leaguc 
tions, he doubts whether they were in all Refpedts to be efteemed Manfe-Towns* or that they en- 
joyed all the Privileges belonging to the four great Comptoirs of the /ft?;g/&~Confederacy, which 
were Bruges* London* Novogrod* and Bergen. Their Names follow, viz. 



Dort. 

Amsterdam. 

Enkhuysen. 

Utrecht. 

Zirikzee. 

Briel. 

MlDDELBURG. 
WlRINCEN, [N. N-] 
HlNDLOPEN. 

Stendal. 

Halberstadt. 

ascherssleben. 

EllFURD. 
NoOUTHAUSEN. 

Ujlyssea, (i. e. Lijbon.) 



Mulhausen, (in Alfacc.) 
Helmstadt. 

NORTHEIM. 

Hall, (in Saxony.) 

Berlin. 

Brandeburg. 

RuGENVVALD. 

Serbst. 

Soltqueldt, (or Solttvedel XT. 

Frankfort, (on the Oder. ) 
Vratislavia, i. c. Brc/laiv. 

Harlingen* 
duderstede. 

Berga, i. e. Bergen in Norn 



Stockholm 



coo 



AN HISTORICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEDUCTION 



Other Cities which 
were only Allies of 
the Htwjl-Letigut: 



The four DiAiicls 
of the linn/caih 
League dcicribed. 



Stockholm* 
Melvjn, (in 
cayed] [ct 
Civil ales.] 
Landsperg. 

DlNANT. 

Maesjrecht. 



Prttffia) [now 
alias Boruflia: 



utterly de- 
Livoniae 



et 



Lisle. 
Elhurg. 

Inowynk (in Pr tiffin.) 
Embden. 

Kiel. 
Damburg. 

AltMUVDEN. 

Neostargarp. 



Book 111. 
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AH thefc have long fince been firparated from any Connexion with the Hanfc-Towns. 

The Hanfeatic League grew at length fo confiderable, that moft of the chief trading Cities of 
Europe joined in their Confederacy, or in Alliance with them. Such as Antwerp? Rotterdam 
B™8&jJ®ftf ni b* an ^ Dunkirk? in the Netherlands ? Calais? Rouen, St. Maloes? Bourdeaux? Eayonne? 
and 3^rfeilles?^ir\ France ; Seville? Cadiz? and Barcelona? in Spain \ Lijbon? in Portugal y Leghorn? 
Naples*. f and Mejftna? in //rf/y and o'/V/'/y ; and London? in England. But thele were properly only a 
Sort of 1 ' Allies in "Commerce, merely for the mutual Safety and Freedom of Commerce and Na- 
vigation ; infomuch, however, that the identical Number of 72 Hanfc-Toivns? ;*s proper Mem- 
bers of, and Contributors to that Confederacy, though mentioned by all former Hiltorians, is too 
many by Eight >&jSs far as any where appears to us. 



3s 



they were at fit-It divided into only three CUIFcs •? and the Prujjuir. Cities joining diem (with £)*?///- 
Tack at their Head) in this XlVth Century, they made the fourth Quarter ur Diftriet. 

I. The Vandalic Quarter comprehended all the Cities on the Bal!ic Shore of Germany , (Kb named 
from the old Name of Vandalia? given to thar Part of Genu any) extending from the City of La- 
beck [which was not only the Head, or chief of this Quarter, but of the whole Confederacy] 
to the l£alt End of Pomerama -? and alfo Hamburg. Lunenburg? &x\ 

artcr? or the Quarter of the Rhine *, which com- 
} Vefcl? Duyfiurg? Emcrick? &c. in the Dutchy of Clcvcs? alio Munjlcr? Paderborn? Of- 
-tmund? &c. in Weft ph alia ; Erfurd? in Tkuringia ; Soefl, Hcrzvoerd? &cc. It alfo com- 
Nhncruen? Zntphen? Ruremund? in Guelderland\ and Campen? Devcnter? Sivoll? &c. in 



yfjel 



in Frifcland. 



I he r.iifinrf' nf ilic 
b'ic*. 



IIL Brtmfiffick was at the Head of the third Quarter, which comprehended many Cities in 
Saxony and IVeJlphalia ? as Magdeburg? (anciently the Metropolis of all Germany) Bremen, Gq/iar? 
Minden? llildefheim? &c. 

N. B. Thefc two loft-named Quarters, the old Writers called Extra -Vandalick? or Ultra-Ethnic? 
Quarters ; [the loft Name, becaufc the Countries in which they are fituated, were altogether 
Chrijlian before the Commencement of the //^///^Confederacy, which \yas not quite the Cafe ot 
the firft and fourth Quarters.] 

IV. L.aftly, Danlxick was the Head of the fourth Quarter, which contained many rich and 
potent Cities; fuch ^ Mar i en burg? Culm? Elbing? Thome? Brunjbcrg? and Koningjberg? mPruffia? 
and Riga? Dorpt, Revel? &rc. in Livonia. 

The Difpofition or Rank of the faid four Clafles, or Quarters, is conjedtured to have arifen 
from the Order of Time in which the fevcral Cities entered into the gc eral League, not material 
now to be minutely enquired into. 

All Bufinefi occurring in each refpc&ive Quarter, which was not of great and immediate Im- 
portance, was ufually left to be determined at the general Aflemblies of the whole Confederacy, 




Hanfeatic Confederacy, ufually held at Lubeck, where the Journals, Archives, and Records of 
the whole Confederacy or Union were kept, and where they have remained to our prefent 



Times 



it «uai Jlcpii'ititon 

\\i\vXi .;i '/^uhli 



fo great Efteem, more 
fubmitted their Contro- 



ls four general 
Cnmprnir* in fnrr 
diflcicnc Count! ic5. 



The Confederacy, when in its Zenith of Glory and Vigour, 
efpecially amongft the northern l'rinces and States, that they frequently 
vcrfies to their Decilion. 

The Hanfe-League had moreover four principal Houfes in different Parts of Europe? which 
they called in Latin? Contort I e. Comptoirs* or vulgarly Cantores or general &^^| 
I. The firft and oldelt was at Bruges in Flanders, once a moft celebrated ^^^^^5 
tranQated to Antwerp ; in which lalt City there was, and ,s even to ^ m ^ ShS 
otdHoufe, refembling a College, belonging to the Merchants of 

and Warehoufes round it, defcribed to be like the German Houfe at Venice II. Nex^nv lomt 
of Time, they fixed at London in England? where likewife they had a Ipacious 
called in Latin, Guildhalda Veutonicorum? and commonly named die S/ee hard in 
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20I 



A. P. I which more is faid elfewhere. 



1370 



«37* 



w# „ w III. They were next fettled at Great Novogrod* in Rujfh , 

a famous commercial City and Republic, tributary to Rujjta* where they* had their Comptoir. 

And IV. Their fourth <* 1 ~ " " m - " r 1 1 * 1 J ~ 

cient Trafic. 

tory it fliould feem^ „ ~ 

the Vandalic Towns certainly traded thither before they reforted to Bruges, or even perhaps to 
London: And yet Werdcnhagen in this Catalogue has, through his' ufual Inadvertency, omitted 
the Name of that City. 



_ . . Na _ 

Yet, riotwithftanding this general claffing of them, from the Tenor of their Hif- 

~ ~ Norway 




cial O 
Ufe o 
rnakin 0 



arbitrary 



general 



correfpond with fuch City, by which arbitrary Meafures they frightened and compelled many 
Cities to join in their Confederacy, as JVerdcnhagen himfelf confefies, Tom. II. Pars iv. P. 301. 

c-if.li v*n1r>nr T>r-n^^/»rl 5 n rrt? ^/nilrl hnf £<k\\ m fl-ir iin mstnv Prtnr/»<j rn he their Enemies- who were 



Such violent Proceedings could not fail to ftir up many Princes to be their Enemies, who were 
therefore continually thwarting their commercial Intcrefts and towards the Declenfion of this 
Confederacy, we find even feme German Princes inveighing bitterly againflthem as Monopolizers, 
Engroffers, £s?r. of all Commerce. 

Befide the above Lifts of Towns in the //tf/yfc-League, we find, in this fame Year 1370, fome 
few other Towns, not already named, in a Grant of Privileges made by King tf'aldemar III. of 
Denmark as Hasfelt, Breda, &c. " and all other Cities and Merchants" (fays that King's Grant) 
" which, in the former Wars and Differences, were united againft Denmark" (Wcrdenhagen, 
Tom. I. Pars iii. Cap. 14.) But thefe laft-mentioned Towns were of the Clafs of the fecond 
Lift, which contained Cities which were only in Alliance with the 64 proper Hanfe-Tovtns in 
the firlt Lift. 



And thus much we judged fit to be thrown together under this Year, for the giving 
Reader at once a clearer View of that Confederacy, although every Point now mentioned 
not exadbly correfpond with this identical Year. 

Werdcnhagen (in Vol. I. Pars 



the 
did 



iii. Cap. 4.) relates, that in this fame Year 1370, after the above- Haufi TWvliave 
named long and unfuccefsfui War which King Waldemar of Denmark had waged with the Vandalic Sebonen ™j 
Hanfc-tfowns, that Prince was neceffitated, on the Conclufibn of Peace with them, to leave, as a x J*™ r % £ ^f^lT 
Pledge in their Hands, [or rather to confirm what lie had done Anno 1 348, if Werdenhagen is to be 
relied on] the fine Province of Schonen for a Number of Yejars, by way of Recompence for the 
Damages they had fuftained by the Danes. Which Province was afterward reftored, Anno 1387, 
to that King's famous Daughter, Queen Margaret * by fome Hiftorians ftiled the northern Scmi- 
ramis. 

The Pirates of the Ifle of Malta, and of Malaria in Sicily* now grievoudy infefting the neigh- Gr^dcRroys the 
bouring Seas of Italy, die Genoefe fent out ten of their Gallies, wherewith they totally deftroyed *V** lcs of Malta axu 
thofe Difturbers of the Commerce of the Mediterranean. %mSC,y ' 

_ •m 

In Tome VL P. 679 to 682, of the Ftfdcra* a new Convention was made by King Edward EnglavtTs Treaty 
III. in this Year with Genoa and Edward thereupon ftriCtly enjoins all his Subjedts not to mo- »Uh G«w* concern 

left, in any refpedt, the Genoefe Ships in their Trade to England, provided they remain neuter in Nfutralh? 6 ^ 
refpefb to his War with France and Caftile. 

m 

In this lame Year, (ibidem* P. 687.) Edward made a like Treaty with Flanders, concerning and the like with 
which there are leveral Commiffions to hi* found in rh<* fivrh Tnmp nf Hi* jGW/»>vz F,<m,Lr S . 



In this fame 45th Year of Edward III. according 
fir ft laid on the Tonnage and Poundage Duty* for the 
pear that this was done by Aft of Parliament. 



to Sir Robert Cotton's Pojibama, that King To 
Guard of the Seas. 



But it does not ap- or $fap-n***fjrt 

firlt laid in £ tie tat: J. 



There feems to have been, at this Time, fome confiderable maritime Commerce in Portugal: Partial \m fome 
For, in Tome VL P. 703-4, of the Fesdera, we find four or five Portnguefe Ships arrefted and confiderable maii- 
dctaiiicd in the Ports of Dartmouth and Falmouth* (pofiibiy for favouring the Cdfiilians then at timc Commclce - 
War with England) which were again releafed.by King Edward III. upon Satisfadtion given, and 
free Cdmtnerde was reftored between the two Nations. 

According to Mczeray, « the maritime Cities of Flanders, being filled with Merchants, had The free Condition 
" no other Intercft to regard at this Time but Trade : Wherefore, neither confidering that of* of ^'"E «-'"'« 
Z J. he,r . Ear l» n°r of the King, \Cbarles V. of France} they made a League with the Ettgli/b for ° r F "" ! " fr1 ' 
" fecuring their Commerce, which appeared more advantageous on that Side than from the 
"French." This fhews the almoft independent Freedom of thofe F/emi/b Cities then-, for this 
jalne Mexeray, and others, allow that their Earl was ihtirelv i 
befide, in thofe Times, a Vaffal of the Crown of France. 



_ — / - — " ^ — 

ely in the French Intcreflr, and was 



We have, in this Year, a fignal Iriflrahce of the Want 
riihriietic, as well in the Minifters of State as of the 



wncreih they differed lb widely from Matter of Fa£t, that one cannot avoid being fotnewhat 
lurpnzed at it. It is in an A& of Parliament, pafied in the 45th Year of King Edward III. 
granting that King a Subfidy of 50,000/. to be levied at the Rate of 1 /. is. ±d. on every Pa- 
Vol. I. F f f rilh 



» 



